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THE  TOUCHSTONE. 


or  heirloom  jewels  prized  ao  mncb, 

Were  many  duinged  to  chipa  and  clod* ; 
And  even  sUtura  of  tLc  goda 

Crumbled  beneath  iU  touch. 

Then  angrily  the  people  cried, 

" The  losa  outweighs  the  profit  far,  — 
Our  goods  suffice  ua  a»  they  are, 

We  will  not  have  them  tried." 


But  since  they  could  not  so  avail 
To  check  his  unrelenting  quest, 
They  seized  him,  saying,  "  Let  him  tMt 

How  real  is  our  jnil  !  " 

But  though  they  slew  him  with  the  sword. 

And  in  the  Rre  the  touchstone  burned. 

Its  doings  could  not  be  o'ertumed. 
Its  undoings  restored. 

And  when  to  stop  all  Tuture  harm, 

They  strewed  its  ashes  to  the  breeie, 

They  little  guessed  each  grain  of  these 
Conveyed  the  perfect  charm. 

WiLUAH   ALUNOHAM. 


INTRODUCTION. 


IN  that  "  History  of  Napoleon  I."  which  he  never  lived 
to  completer  I^nfrey  says:  "Do  not  misconstrue 
events ;  histoiy  is  not  a  school  of  fatalism,  hut  one  long 
plea  for  the  freedom  of  man."  In  this  pleading  chronicle 
there  are  few  chapters  more  pathetic  than  the  career  of 
my  old  friend  John  Brown,  which  I  long  since  undertook 
to  set  forth,  though  strangely  delayed  in  completing  my 
task.  It  was  begun  in  those  dismal  years  when  the 
Southern  oligarchy  and  their  humble  followers  at  the 
North  still  controlled  our  degraded  politics;  and  it  baa 
been  continued  through  all  the  vicissitudes,  the  anxieties, 
and  the  assured  repose  of  subsequent  years.  More  than 
once  in  those  earlier  days  recurred  to  me  that  gloomy 
magniloquence  of  the  Boman  annalist,  where  Tacitus 
complains  that  the  tyranny  of  Domitian  had  suppressed 
the  unheralded  renown  of  Agricola:  "Patient  sufferance 
we  showed,  no  doubt.  Our  ancestors  saw  the  extreme 
o(  license,  but  we  of  servility ;  for  our  inquisitors  would 
permit  us  neither  to  hear  nor  to  tell,  —  and  we  might 
have  lost  the  use  of  memory  aloi^  with  free  speech,  if  to 
forget  had  been  no  harder  than  to  for^o  praise.  Now  at 
last  the  occasion  has  returned,  and  we  speak  out ;  ■  .  .  but 
few  of  OS  are  left,  survivors  of  others,  and  even  of  our  old 
selves,  so  many  years  have  passed  over  ue  in  silence, 
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bringing  the  young  to  old  age,  and  the  old  to  the  very 
sunset  of  life." ' 

Since  the  ]iriiiting  of  these  pages  began,  four  months 
ago,  two  of  those  who  stood  with  us  in  the  contest  against 
slavery  have  died,  —  Dr.  Cabot,  of  Boston,  and  the  famous 
VicTOK  Hlico  i  and  ev  loves  the  actors  and  the 

witnesses  of  inenioral  have  therefore  sought 

to  preserve  the  record  s  life,  in  his  own  words 

(when  I  could),  and  in  lorary  evidence  of  those 

who  saw  and  bore  witn  he  did,  —  mingling  my- 

self with  tho  account  (  assible,  except  for  attes- 

tation and  comment,  i  might  else  arise.     The 

plan  was  at  first  tf)  print  aii  tne  tjatant  letters  of  BROw^, 
which  1  fancied  would  easily  find  place  in  a  volume  of  four 
hundred  pages  ;  but  I  have  in  my  hands  letters  enough  to 
fill  another  hook,  and  have  not  been  able  to  use  them. 
Those  selected,  however,  exhibit  his  life  sufficiently ;  it 
was  straightforward  and  all  of  a  piece,  so  tliat  even  the 
details  wliich  are  here  given  may  seem  tedious  to  some 
readers.  In  a  second  volume,  should  I  hve  to  publish  it, 
on  "  The  Companions  of  John  Brown,"  I  may  carry  the 
story  further,  and  complete  the  record  of  a  remarkable 
episode  ill  American  history'  I  have  aimed  at  accuracy, 
but  of  course  have  not  always  succeeded  ;  and  have  neces- 
sarily omitted  much  that  other  writers  will  supply.  My 
intention  has  been  to  put  the  reader  in  possession  of  evi- 
dence which  either  verifies  itself  or  can  readily  be  verified 

1  Dudimus  profecto  graode  patientiat  documeDtum  ;  et  sicnt  vetus 
Btas  vidit  quid  ultimum  in  liberUto  esaet,  ita  nos  qaid  in  servitute,  — 
idempto  p«r  iaqaisitioiiss  stiam  loqiiendi  andiendique  commercio.  Mcmo- 
riam  qiioque  ipaara  cum  voc«  perdidisaemna,  ai  tarn  in  noalra  potentate 
e»set  oMiTbci  quaro  tacere.  Nunc  demum  reUit  aaimua,  .  .  .  pauci,  ut 
ita  dixerim,  tion  niodo  aliorum,  sed  etiani  iioatri  aupentit«s  eumua,  ex- 
emptis  e  m«din  vita  tot  annis,  quibua  juvenes  ad  senectDtem,  senes  propi 
ad  ipsoa  letatia  tennioos  per  silentinm  venimiis.  —  TACiTuit,  Agricola,  ii. 
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by  a  little  leeeatch.  Holding  the  key  to  mach  that  has 
heretofore  been  obscure  or  ill  related,  I  have  furnished 
the  true  connection  between  events  and  persons  where,  in 
some  cases,  this  had  escaped  notice.  I  shall  gladly  receive 
any  correction  of  mistakes,  but  shall  not  pay  much  r^ard 
to  inferential  and  distorted  statements  which  traverse  my 
own  clear  recoUections,  —  supported,  as  these  often  are, 
by  written  evidence  which  I  have  not  here  printed,  but 
hold  in  reserve. 

I  coold  not  have  completed  this  task  of  nearly  thirty 
years  but  for  the  constant  and  friendly  aid  of  the  bmily  of 
John  Beown,  who  have  placed  without  reserve  their  papers 
in  my  hands.  I  have  had  also  the  co-operation  of  Colonel 
Higginson,  Edwin  Morton,  Mra.  Steams,  Lewis  Hayden, 
Thomas  Thomas,  and  other  friends  among  the  living ;  and 
of  the  late  Dr.  Howe,  Wendell  Phillips,  George  L.  Steams, 
F.  J.  Merriam,  Osbom  Anderson,  and  many  more,  who 
are  now  dead.  To  all  these,  named  and  unnamed,  I  would 
here  return  my  acknowledgments.  Particularly,  I  must 
thank  those  gentlemen  of  Kansas,  my  college  friend  and 
brother  journalist  Mr.  D.  W.  Wilder,  and  Mr.  F.  G. 
Adams  of '  the  Kansas  Historical  Society,  who  by  their 
accurate  knowledge  of  Kans^  history  and  topography, 
and  the  free  access  they  have  given  me  to  important 
papers,  have  made  it  possible  for  me  to  write  the  chap- 
ters that  concern  their  State.  I  am  also  indebted  to 
Mr.  James  Bedpath,  Mr.  Bichard  Hinton,  Mr.  Frederick 
Douglass,  Mr.  W.  S.  Kennedy,  and  to  many  correspond- 
«its  and  admirers  of  John  Bbowh  whose  names  are 
mentioned  in  the  pages  that  follow.  I  might  ini;lnde  in 
-this  acknowledgment  a  few  malicious  slanderers  and 
misjudging  oensora  of  Bbowk,  who  by  their  publica- 
tions have  caused  the  whole  truth  to  be  more  carefully 
searched  out. 


Viii  INTRODUCTION. 

I  cannot  hope  tliat  all  my  readers  will  take  the  eam^ 
view  of  Brown  thiit  I  do ;  but  I  assure  them,  from  long 
acquaintance  with  his  character,  that  the  more  they  know 
it  the  more  they  will  lionor  it  As  for  the  conspiracy  in 
which  he  lost  h-in  lifu,  should  any  imagined  regard  for  the 


reputation  of  jiersiu 
friends  to  disown  the 
them  remember  what  1 
'■  All  men  know,"  pie) 
no  malitious  intent  or 
Everard  Digby  into  thi 
faith  to  his  friend  that 
a  secret,  and  his  zeal  tu  u 


lead  tempt  kinsmen  or 
ly  man  in  this  affair,  let 

-oij  Digby  says  of  his  father. 
'  Stelliana,  "  that  it  was 
esires  that  brought  Sir 
y,  hut  his  too  inviolable 
i  him  with  80  dangerous 

xiuntry's  autient  liberties." 


Concord,  June  2,  1885. 


F.  B.  S. 


PREFATORY  NOTE  TO  THE   SECOND  EDITION. 


Since  the  above  was  written.  Owes  Brown  has  died  in 
California  (1888),  Lewis  Haydes  in  Boston  (1889),  and 
James  Eedpath  in  New  York  (1891).  There  is  now  no 
survivor,  so  far  as  I  know,  of  John  Brown's  Company  at 
Harper's  Feny;  and  few  of  those  now  living  can  testify 
of  their  own  knowledge  to  the  early -formed  plans  of  Brown 
fur  attacking  slavery  by  force.  A  controversial  writer  in 
tlie  "  Andover  Review  "  has  lately  questioned  the  exactness 
of  any  statement  on  this  point ;  but  he  has  since  confessed 
himselSsatisfied,  by  the  emphatic  testimony  of  John  Brown, 
Jr.  Many  interesting  facts  have  come  to  light  since  1885, 
but  none  requiring  any  material  correction  of  this  book. 

F.  B.  S. 
Concord,  March  2,  1891. 


TO  JOHN  BBOWN.* 


HiBBLE  nor  Inss,  nor  gnnlto  bom  tlie  *bora 

Which  thj  mye  fathen  trod  with  Pilgrim  teUt, 
Thj  fame  ahall  infsr  need  ;  the  hollow  roar 

or  Time's  rart  ocaan  will  thy  naDu  repoat. 
When  we  and  all  anr  works  are  baried  low 

Duder  the  whelming  of  his  reitleM  tido. 
In  geoeroos  bearti  thy  prain  shall  ever  glow 

With  tbein  that  earlier  for  sweet  Freedom  died. 
LMnidas  claiou  kindred  with  thy  line, 

Rome's  firmest-rooted  courage  thon  hast  Ehated  ; 
Vot  Sempach  saw  a  nohler  deed  than  thine. 

When  Winkelried  bis  high  achievement  dared  I 
Nay,  who  sad  Afric's  kneeling  race  shall  blante^ 

Blendiog  with  thine  Judea's  hoUest  name  T 

II. 

Tet  must  we  give  whnt  than  so  well  cnnldst  spaf«. 

Thioe  earnest  features,  carved  in  whiteet  stone,  — 
Best  symbol  of  a  life  as  Rnn  and  fair,  — 

Shall  grace  this  house,  to  tben  so  friendly  known. 
Here  didst  thou  turn  uide,  a  pilgrim  gray  ; 

Here  didst  thon  lay  that  heavy  harden  down ; 
Here  slept  in  peace,  and  with  the  breaking  daj 

Departed  hence  to  win  thy  noblest  ctxiwu. 
Now,  while  the  opening  year  leads  Fnedom  in, 

And  war's  wild  earthquake  bnrMs  the  prison  gate, 
Out  bMrts,  atoning  for  a  nation's  sin, 

Qive  eame«t  of  the  honors  that  await 
And  thoa,  blest  Spirit  I  from  thy  calm  retreat, 

OiTe  na  Godspeed,  and  New  Year's  weloonM  iweeL 

F.  B.  fUifBOur. 
CoiTOOiD,  Jan.  1,  lUS. 

>  Thna  soaaata  ware  read  by  Wendell  PhilUpt  at  the  hooM  of  Mr. 
Steams,  In  Uedford,  when  the  marble  bn*t  of  Brown  wu  nnTeiled,  Ernuu 
dpation  Day,  Jan.  I,  IMS. 
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LIFE  AND  LETTERS  OF  JOHN  BROWN. 
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ANCB8TEY  AND  CHILDHOOD. 

THEN  a  man  of  mark  is  to  appear  in  the  world  and 
give  a  new  turn  to  the  affairs  of  men,  there  has  always 
been  preparation  made  for  him.     Even  the  weeds  and  ver- 
min of  the  tield  have  their  heredity  and  evolution,  —  much 
more  &  predestined  hero  like  John  Brown,  of  Kansas  and  j 
Virginia.     His  valor,  his  religion,  his   Sazou  sense,  his  ^ 
nft1vi))i<iHn  fanftHi'^m,  bis  tender  and  generous  heart  were  / 
inherited  from  a  long  line  of  English,  Dutch,  and  American   | 
ancestors,  —  men  aud  women  neither  famous  nor  powerful,    I 
nor  rich,  but  devout,  austere,  aud  faithful ;  above  all  free, 
sod  resolved  that  others  should  be  free  like  themBelves. 

No  genealogist  has  yet  traced  the  English  forefathers 
of  Peter  Brown  the  carpenter,  who  came  over  in  the  "  May- 
flower," and  landed  at  Flymonth  with  the  other  Pilgrims 
in  December,  1620 ;  but  his  presence  in  that  famous  band 
is  evidence  enough  of  his  character,  even  if  the  deeds  of 
his  descendants  had  not  borne  witness  to  it.  He  drew  his 
house-lot  on  Leyden  Street  in  the  little  town,  with  Bradford, 
Standish,  and  Winslow,  and  like  them  soon  migrated  to 
Duxbary,  at  the  head  of  Plymouth  Bay,  where  his  family 
dwelt  after  his  early  death,  in  1633,  not  far  from  Stan- 
dish's  abode  at  the  foot  of  "  Captain's  Hill."  A  brother  of 
Peter,  John  Brown,  &  weaver  (sometimes  confounded  with 
a  more  distingnished  John,  who  became  a  magistrate),  also 
lived  at  thizbury,  and  took  eome  care  of  bis  deceased 
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brother's  four  cliildreii,  —  two  sons  and  two  daughters, — ■ 
who  survived  liiui.  I'eter  Browu  waa  unmarried  when  he 
landed  at  PlyniuuUi,  hut  within  the  next  thirteen  years  he 
was  twice  married,  ;iiid  died,  —  as  we  learn  from  unquea- 
tionable  authority,  the  "  History  of  Plymouth  i'lantation," 
left  in  manuscript  by  William    Bradford,    who  Buoeaeded 

Carver  in  ItiL'l  as   gov "  '■'-n  colony,  and  died  in 

1657.     Writing  about  1  d  says  :  "  Peter  Brown 

married  twice.  By  his  lua>  —  i—  had  two  children,  who 
are  living,  and  both  of  them  marri  ,  and  one  of  them  hath 
two  children;  by  his  se  'ifp     le  had  two  more.     He 

died  about  sixteen  year  t  is  supposed  that  hia 

first  wife  was  named  Mi  hat  Mary  and  Priscilla 

Brown  were  her  daughtei  vo  who  are  mentioned 

by  Bradford  as  married  in  jov.  ^i.  1644  they  were  placed 
with  their  uncle  John,  ami  in  due  time  received  ea«h  £15, 
which  their  father  had  left  them  by  will.'  The  rest  of 
Peter's  small  estate  went  to  his  second  wife  and  her  two 
sons,  of  whom  the  younger,  born  in  1632,  at  Duxbury,  was 
the  ancestor  of  the  Kansas  captain.'  He  was  named  Peter 
for  his  father,  removed  from  Duxbury  to  Windsor  in  Con- 
necticut between  1650  and  1658,  and  there  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Gillett,  by  whom  he  had  thirteen 
children.  He  died  at  Windsor,  March  9, 1692,  leaving  to 
his  family  an  estate  of  £409.  On^  of  liis  children,  John 
Brown,  born  at  Windsor,  Jan.  8,  1668,  married  Elizabeth 
Loomis  in  1691,  and  had  eleven  children.  Among  these 
was  John  Brown  (bom  in  1700,  died  in  1790),  who  was 
the  father  and  the  survivor  of  the  Revolutionary  Captain 
John  Brown,  of  West  Simsbury.  He  lived  and  died  in 
Windsor,  there  married  Mary  Eggleston,  and  Captain  John 
Brown  just  mentioned,  the  grandfather  of  our  hero,  was  his 

'  It  would  be  curious  to  trace  the  English  ancestry  of  Captain  Brown, 
which,  rame  suppOM,  goea  back  to  that  8tont-heart«d  John  Brown  of 
Henrj  VIII. 's  time,  who  was  one  of  the  victims  of  Popish  peneculion  in 
the  early  jeara  of  that  king.  Fox,  in  his  "  Book  of  Martyrs,"  tells  the 
story  of  his  mnrtyrdom  at  the  stake,  in  the  larly  summer  of  1511,  at  Ash- 
ford,  where  he  dwelt ;  and  adds  tliat  hia  son,  Kichard  Brown,  was  impris- 
oned for  his  faith  in  the  latter  days  of  Queen  Mary,  and  would  have  been 
bnmed  but  for  the  proclnirning  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  156S. 
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oldest  son,  bom  Nov.  i,  1728.  He  married  Hannah  Owen, 
of  Welsh  descent,  in  1758,  whose  father  was  Elijah  Owen,  of 
Windsor,  and  her  first  ancestor  in  this  country  John  Owen, 
a  Welshman  who  married  in  Windsor  in  1650,  just  before 
yonng  Peter  Brown  went  thither  from  Duxbury.  A  few 
years  afterward  an  Amsterdam  tailor,  Peter  Miles  or  Mills, 
oame  to  Connecticut  from  Holland,  settled  in  Bloomfield 
near  Windsor,  and  became  the  ancestor  of  John  Brown's 
grandmother,  Ruth  Mills,  of  West  Sinisbury,  Thus  three 
streams  of  nationality — English,  Welsh,  and  Dutch  —  united 
in  Kew  England  to  form  the  parentage  of  John  Brown. 
His  forefathers  were  mostly  farmers,  and  among  them  was 
the  proper  New  England  proportion  of  miuisters,  deacons, 
squires',  and  captains.  Both  his  grandfathers  were  officers 
in  the  Connecticut  contingent  to  Washington's  army,  and 
one  of  them,  Captain  John  Brown,  died  in  the  service.  It 
is  his  gravestone  which  the  pilgrim  to  his  gran.dson'8  grave, 
ID  the  Adirondao  woods,  sees  standing  by  the  great  rock 
that  marks  the  spot;  and  among  the  other  inscriptions* 
which  there  preserve  the  memory  of  his  slaughtered  de- 
scendants, that  of  the  Revolutionary  captain  stands  first. 

Owen  Brown,  —  "  Squire  Owen,"  —  son  of  this  captain, 
and  father  of  the  Kansas  captain,  was  named  for  his  mother's 

e  written  b;  John 


1  Then  nnurkable  epitaphs. 

Brown,  of  Euuas,  tn  u  follows :  - 

In 

Hemory  of 

Capt.  Jobn  Bbown, 

wTio  DieA  at 

Sew  Tnrk,  Sept.  j* 

t,  177S,  in  the  4S 

jmrof  hiaage. 

John  Bmwk 

Bon  Hay  9,  ISOO 

Waa  executed  at  Charlestown 

Ta..  Dee.  8,  1859. 


Pbkduioe, 

Sod  otlthn  and  DisutlM 

Biowii, 


levera]  of  which  n 


Bom  Dec  il,  1S30,  and 
Hnnlered  at  Oaawatomic^ 
Kansaa,  Aug.  30,  18GS, 
For  his  adhereiice  to 
the  catue  of  freedom. 

Wataoh  Browh 

mt  Oct  7,  ISSS,  waa  wounded 

at  Harper'a  Feny, 

Oct.  17,  and  Died 

Oct.  19, 18S9. 

Oliver  Brown 

Born  Hay  S,  1839,  waa 

Eilled  at  Harper'a  Ferry 

Oct  17,  1858. 
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family,  and  was  the  earliest  of  these  Browns  who  seems  to 
have  left  any  written  memoirE.  He  migrated  from  Con- 
necticut to  Ohio,  among  the  first  of  those  who  settled  on 
the  Western  Reserve,  early  in  the  century,  and  when  nearly 
eighty  years  olil,  while  living  at  Hudson,  Ohio,  wrote  an 
autobiography  for  bis  children's  perusal,  which  gives  some 
character! stifi  ili^tiiils  of  soeietj  where  he  lived, 

and  where  his  reiiowneCi  rn. 

OWES   BRD  lOORAPHT. 

"  My  life  has  been  r.f  lit  istly  filled  up  wfth  Tunity. 

I  was  hum  at  WpsI  Siuub  ivn},  CoDDeclir.ut,  Feb.  16, 

1771.    r  have  Lut  litlle  ro«  tl  tiwk  plawt  until  the  yearm 

75  and  '76.    I  remember  tl         ^  f  war,  ant)  Rome  Ihhigs  thjit 

took  place  in  1775 ;  but  unly  a  iinie  uuiU  76,  wb;n  my  falhtr  weut 
into  the  army.'  He  was  captain  in  the  militia  of  ConneCTieut,  (tnd 
died  in  New  York,  with  the  dyeenlery,  a  few  weeks  after  leaving 
home.  My  mother  bad  teo  children  at  the  time  uf  my  fiither's  death, 
and  one  bom  soon  after,  making  eleven  of  us  all.  The  fii¥t  five 
were  daughters,  the  oldest  about  eighteen;*  the  neit  three  were 
eons;  then  two  daughtcTB,  and  the  yuungei>t  a  Bon.  The  care  aud 
support  iif  this  family  fell  mostly  on  my  mother.  The  luboring  men 
were  mostly  in  the  army.  She  was  one  of  the  best  >•{  muthera; 
active  and  sensible.  She  did  all  that  could  be  expected  i)f  a  mother ; 
yet  for  want  of  help  n-e  lost  our  erops,  then  our  cattle,  and  bo  liecame 
pour.  I  very  well  remember  the  dreadful  hard  winter  of  1776-79. 
The  snow  begiin  ^>  fall  In  November,  when  the  water  was  very  low 
in  the  streams ;  and  while  the  snow  was  very  deep,  one  after  another 
of  our  hogs  and  sheep  would  get  buried  up,  and  we  had  to  die  '''era 
out.  WikmI  coold  not  be  drawn  with  teams,  and  was  brought  on 
men's  ahonlders,  they  going  on  snuw-shoes  until  paths  were  made 
ban!  enough  to  draw  wood  on  hand-sleds.  The  snow  was  said  to 
be  five  feet  deep  in  the  woods.  Milling  of  grain  conid  not  be  had, 
only  by  going  a  great  distance;  and  our  family  were  driven  to  the 
necessity  of  pounding  corn  for  food.  We  lost  that  winter  almtst 
all  of  our  cattle,  hogs,  and  sheep,  and  were  reduced  very  low  by 
the  spring  of  1779. 

'  H"  entarerl  the  army  of  Wiisbington  in  the  smnnier  of  177B,  and  died 
shortly  Iwroie  thu  battle  nf  I^mg  lalaiid,  in  wIiiHi  his  rsftiment  took  ]i«rt. 

"  John  BrowD  marrifd  Hannah  OiTcn  in  1758,  snd  bis  eldi-^t  dsiigliter 
WM  but  little  nwre  tbtin  aeventeeii  at  hia  death  in  17T0. 
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"Hived  at  home  in  1762;  this  wu  a  memonble  year,  as  there  waa 
a  great  revival  of  rcligioo  in  the  lom)  of  Canton.  M  j  mother  and  my 
older  oaten  and  bn>ther  John  dat«d  their  hopes  of  aalTatiuD  from 
that  summer'a  reviTal,  nndnr  the  miniatr;  of  the  Rev.  l^dwHrd  Hills. 
I  cannot  say  as  I  was  a  sabject  of  the  work ;  bat  this  I  can  say,  that 
I  then  began  to  hear  preaching,'  I  can  now  recollect  most,  if  not 
all,  of  those  I  heard  preach,  and  what  their  t«xts  were.  The  change 
in  our  family  was  great ;  family  worship,  set  np  by  brother  John, 
was  ever  afterward  continued.  There  was  a  revival  of  singing  in 
Canton,  and  onr  family  became  singers.  Conference  meetings  wen 
Jiept  np  constantly,  and  singing  meetiflgs,  —  all  of  which  brunght 
onr  fomily  into  a  very  good  association, — a  very  great  aid  of  restrain- 
ing graee. 

"  About  1784  the  Sev.  Jeremiah  Hallock '  became  the  minister  at 
Canton.  I  nsed  to  live  with  him  at  different  times,  and  received  a 
great  deal  of  good  inetructioo  from  him.  Alraut  this  time  I  began  to 
mftke  shoes,  and  worked  mostly  winters  at  shoemaking,  and  at  fitrm- 
ing  at  home  summerB.  In  the  winter  of  1787  I  look  a  trip  into 
Hussachusetts,  through  Granville,  Otis,  and  Blandford.  In  theM 
towns  I  worked  at  shoemaking  over  half  of  the  winter.  I  was  but  a 
bangltng  shoemaker,  yet  gave  good  Bt>tisfHcti<m,  was  kindly  treated 
u  a  child,  and  got  my  pay  well,  in  duthing  and  money.  1  then 
went  to  Great  Banington,  Sheffield,  and  Salisbury.  Here  I  hired 
out  to  a  very  good  shoemaker,  at  about  half  price,  with  a  view  trf 
learning  to  be  a  better  workman.  I  returned  home  In  the  spring  of 
1788  and  worked  on  the  &nn  through  the  sammer.  In  1789  I  lived 
■t  borne,  but  in  the  fall  I  went  to  Norfolk,  and  worked  at  shoemaking 
a31  winter,  mostly  around  at  houses,  for  families. 

>  He  was  then  In  his  tweinh  year;  his  brothsr  John  wu,  perhaps, 
fifteen  or  siiteen.  This  brother  was  a  faithful  and  honored  deacon  irf 
the  chnrch  in  New  Hartford,  Conn.,  for  romy  yesra.  Another  brother, 
Frederick,  born  Aag.  14,  176B,  in  Canton,  Conn.,  reprercnted  the  neif[h- 
boring  town  of  Colebrook  in  the  State  LegiBlalute  during  the  war  of  181S, 
bat  in  1810  removed  to  Wadswortb,  Medina  County,  Ohio,  and  ssiiated  in 
fonnding  that  town.  On  the  OTKUiiMtion  of  the  county,  he  was  chosen 
senior  Associate  Judge  for  fourteen  yean,  Dnring  this  term  of  office,  the 
Presiding  Jndge  having  a  Utkb  circait,  most  of  the  liusinen  in  Wadsworth' 
came  before  Jndfie  Brovn,  who  gaineil  ■  high  reputation  u  a  magistrste 
and  citizen.  "  He  never  spcke  die|«raging]y  of  s  neighbor,  nor  of  any 
other  choTch  than  his  own."  Two  of  his  sous  were  physicians  of  celebrity; 
anothar  a  sncceaiful  minitter  of  the  Gospel. 

■  The  Hallock  ftmily  were  connected  by  marrisge  with  the  Brovns,  and 
we  shall  find  them  mentinDed  hereafter,  — John  Brown  having  studied  for 
a  wbDe  with  tbs  Bs*.  Hoses  Hallock. 
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"  In  the  sprini;  uf  )(!M  we  as  a  fainil;  wore  rising  in  the  gain  of 
pn>|>erty;  we  had  giinl  cnipB;  oiir  Mock  hsd  increased,  and  wc  feh 
able  to  make  a  enuill  piirchaae  of  land;  our  credit*  were  pm\  f.ir  the 
pHyment  uf  dobt«.  In  nil  this,  we  must  ockniiwiedge  the  kind  provi- 
dence of  Gild.  Our  fiinrier  jwverty  had  kept  us  out  of  the  wore  loose 
aud  vain  ciiinpauy,  auil  we  appeared  to  be  noticed  Ly  l!ie  Itctter  clasB 
of  peiiple.  Tlieri'  wiis  a  iHaaa  of  young  men  and  ladiea  that  were  « 
little  oider  than  tny  brolhe  I  parents  that  dressed  their 

families  in  gay  clothing,  j  ity  of  money  to  impend,  and 

gdiHi  horses  to  riili'.      Oil,  hey  appeared  to  mo,  while 

my  brothers  and  tiish-rs  lat  ■  .....  iugs !    Now,  while  I  wrile^ 

1  am  thinking  what  una  i  floen  or  twenty  yeare  with 

these  smart  young  folks.  b  of  more  than  one  or  two 

that  became  eveu  common  i,  but  a  number  of  them  did 

become  poor  dniukards,  an  i  Iheir  end  by  suicide.    Crod 

knows  what  is  best. 

"  In  the  sjiriug  of  1790  I  returned  ano  hired  out  to  the  Rev.  Jere- 
miah Hnllock  for  six  months.  Here  I  hod  good  iostraction  aud  good 
examples.  I  was  under  some  conviction  of  sin,  but  whether  I  was 
pardoued  or  not,  God  only  kuows ;  this  I  know,  I  have  not  lived 
like  a  Christian. 

"  About  this  time  I  became  more  acquainted  with  Ruth  Mills 
(daughter  of  the  Rev.  Gideon  Milb),  who  was  the  choice  of  my 
affections  ever  after,  altliough  we  were  not  married  for  more  than 
two  years.  Id  March,  1793,  we  began  to  keep  house ;  and  here  was 
the  beginuing  of  days  with  me.  1  think  our  giHid  minister  felt  all 
the  anxiety  of  a  [mrent  that  wc  should  begin  right.  Ho  gave  us 
good  counsel,  and,  I  have  no  doubt,  with  a  praying  spirit.  And  I 
will  B<ty,  never  had  any  person  sueh  an  ascendancy  over  my  conduct 
as  my  wife.  This  she  bad  without  the  least  appearance  of  usurpa- 
tion or  dictation ;  and  if  I  have  been  respected  in  the  world,  I  must 
ascribe  it  to  her  influence  more  than  to  any  one  thing.  We  began 
with  very  little  properly,  but  with  industry  and  frugality,  which  gave 
ne  a  comfortable  support  and  a  small  increase.  We  took  children  to 
live  with  us  very  80i>n  after  we  began  to  keep  house.  Our  own  first 
child  was  bom  at  Canton,  June  29,"  1794,  —  a  son,  we  called  Salmon, 
a  thrifty,  forward  child. 

"  Wc  lived  in  Canton  atiout  two  years,  I  working  at  shoemnkingj 
tanning,  and  farming;  we  made  butler  and  cheese  on  a  small  scale, 
and  all  our  labors  turned  to  good  account ;  we  were  at  peace  with  all 
our  neiglibors,  and  had  great  cause  for  tlianksgiving.  We  were 
living  in  a  rented  house,  and  I  felt  calle<t  to  build  or  move.  I  thought 
of  the  tatter,  and  went  directly  to  Norfolk,  as  T  was  there  aci)uainted, 
and  my  wife  had  raught  school  there  one  summer.    The  people  of 
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Kurfiflk  euoouraged  me,  aod  I  bought  a  small  &nn  with  a  faouae  and 
bam  OD  it.  I  then  told  what  little  I  had,  and  made  a  very  audden 
move  to  Norfolk.  We  fuund  friends  in  de(^  and  in  need.  I  there  set 
up  sfaoeniaklng  and  tanning,  employed  a  foreman,  did  a  amall  good 
buuness,  and  gave  good  satisftiction. 

"  Feb.  18,  1796,  mj  little  son  Salmon  died.  This  was  a  great 
trial  to  na.  In  the  spring  of  1796  my  boiinoBB  waa  very  much  in- 
CKMBed,  bat  owing  to  sickness  uf  wife  and  self,  I  could  not  get  but  e, 
amnll  port  of  the  leather  out  in  tbe  fall.  The  peuple  became  Bome- 
what  dissatiafled  with  me,  and  things  went  hard  that  winter;  but 
when  spring  retamed,  my  leather  oame  out  well,  and  frcHU  tliat  time  I 
gave  good  satisfaction  to  the  people,  as  &r  aa  I  knew.  Jul;  5,  1798, 
my  danghter  Anna  waa  born  in  Norfolk.  Soon  after  this,  my  wife 
and  I  made  a  pnbUe  profession  of  religion,  which  I  have  so  poorly 
mnnifeated  in  my  life. 

"  In  Febraary,  1799,  I  had  an  opportunity  to  sell  my  plaee  in 
Norfolk,  which  I  did  without  any  consultation  of  our  neighbon,  who 
thought  they  had  some  claim  on  my  future  services,  a*  they  had  been 
very  kind  and  helped;  and  they  <)ueiBtianed  whether  I  had  not  been 
hasty.  But  I  went  as  hastily  to  Torrington  and  boo^t  a  pla«o, 
although  I  had  bat  little  aequaiulance  there.  I  waa  quick  on  the 
move,  and  we  found  there  good  neighbors,  and  were  somewhat  pros- 
perous in  butdneee.  In  1800,  Hay  9,  John  waa  bom,  one  hundred 
years  aft«r  his  great  grandhlher;  nothing  else  very  uncommon.  Wa 
lived  in  peace  with  all  men,  so  far  as  I  know.  (I  might  have  sud 
the  years  of  '98  and  "99  were  memorable  years  of  revivals  of  religion 
in  the  chnrehes  of  our  town  and  the  towns  about  us.  Perhaps  there 
has  never  been  so  general  a  revival  since  the  days  of  Edwuda  (Utd 
WhitBeld.)    April  30,  I8Q2,  my  second  son  Salmon  waa  horn. 

"  In  1804  I  made  my  first  journey  to  Ohio.  I  left  home  on  the  8th 
of  Aognst,  came  through  Pennsylvania  and  saw  mauy  new  things. 
ArrivedinHndnonaboutthelst  of  September;  fuund  the  people  very 
hannonioOB  and  middling  prosperous,  and  mostly  united  in  religious 
sentiments.  I  made  a  small  purchase  of  land  at  the  retstm  of  Hud- 
son, with  tbe  design  of  eoroiog  at  a  future  day.  I  went  to  Austin- 
burg,  and  was  there  taken  sick,  which  proved  to  be  the  fever  and 
ague;  was  there  a  month,  very  sick  snd  homesick.  I  started  for 
home  against  counsel,  and  had  a  very  hard  journey,  ■"•  ague  almost 
every  day  or  night,  — but  srrived  home  on  the  16th  of  October.  I 
bad  the  ague  from  time  to  time  over  one  year ;  yet  my  determination 
to  come  to  Ohio  was  so  strong  that  I  started  with  my  family  in  coro- 
p»ny  with  Benjamin  Whcdnn,  Esq.,  and  his  family,  on  the  9th  al 
June,  1805.  We  came  with  <ix  teams  through  Pennsylvania,  and  I 
found  Mr.  Whedon  a  very  kind  and  holpfiil  companion  on  the  road. 


- ,    v.»    oc  *  fill  y    I 

►e  gone  some  wet'ks,  blft'piiig  ou  the  grouud,  au- 
[liurv. 

*'  When  wo  came  to  Ohio  the  Iinliaiis  wore  i 
lie  white  j)e(»j)le,  but  were  very  fiieinily,  and  I  1 
nther  than  an  injury.     In  those  days  there  wei 
isposed  to  quan'el  with  the  Indians,  but  I  neve 
!*bey  brought  us  venison,  turkeys,  fish,  and  t 
dey  wanted  bread  or  meal  more  than  they  could 
ut  were  always  faithful  to  pay  their  debts.     1 
iere  was  a  difficulty  between  two  tribes ;  the 
<»ga  River  came  to  Hudson,  and  asked  for  assis 
log- house  that  would  be  a  kind  of  fort  to  shelt 
hildren  from  the  firearms  of  their  enemy.     Mos 
ith  teams,  and  chopped,  drew,  and  carried  logs, 
1  one  day,  for  which  they  appeared  very  gratefu 
eighbore  until  1812,  but  when  the  war  commence 
le  Indians  left  these  parts  mostly,  and  rather  agt 

''  In  Hudson  my  business  went  on  very  well,  . 
'bat  prosperous  in  most  of  our  affairs.  The  co 
?ived  being  of  the  best  kind,  the  missionaries 
wading  men  travelling  through  the  country  called  (i 
nquaiuted  with  the  business  people  and  minister! 
iTestem  Reserve,  and  some  in  Pennsylvania.  ] 
'redcrick,  my  sixth  child,  was  bom.  I  do  not  thii 
)  notice  but  the  common  blessings  of  health,  pea 
►r  which  I  would  ever  acknowledge  the  good 
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■ad  manied  my  aeeond  wife,  Solly  Root,  Nut.  8,  1809.  Throagb  all 
Umbo  changes  I  experienced  muet  of  the  goodnraa  of  Qod  in  the 
eDJoyment  of  health  Id  myself  and  fainilj,  and  general  prosperity  in 
iny  htuiness.    April  19,  1811,  Sally  Marian  was  born. 

"  In  July,  1812,  the  war  with  England  began;  and  this  war  called 
loudly  for  action,  liberality,  and  courage.  This  was  the  most  active 
part  of  my  life.  We  were  then  on  the  frontier,  and  the  people  were 
much  alarmed,  particnlarly  after  the  surrender  of  General  Hull  at 
Detroit.  Onr  cattle,  horses,  and  provisions  were  all  wanted.  Sick  sol- 
diets  were  returning,  and  needed  all  the  asuislancc  that  could  be  given 
tb^D.  There  waa  great  sickuess  in  different  campe,  and  the  travel 
was  mostly  through  Hudson,  which  broughtHicknesa  into  our  families. 
By  the  first  of  1813  tliere  was  great  mortality  in  Hudson.  My  fam- 
ily were  sick,  but  we  had  no  deaths.  July  22, 1813,  Watson  Hughs, 
my  seventh  son  was  bom ;  he  was  a  very  thrifty,  promising  child. 
We  were  mostly  under  the  smiles  of  a  kind  Pruvidence.  Florilia, 
my  fourth  daughter,  was  born  May  Itf,  1616.  From  this  time  I  bad 
many  calls  from  home,  and  was  called  to  fill  some  places  of  trust 
which  others  were  more  capable  of  fitUng.  I  now  b«Ueve  it  waa  an 
Injury  to  my  bmily  for  me  to  be  away  from  them  so  much ;  and  here 
I  would  say  that  the  care  of  our  own  families  is  the  pleasautest  and 
roost  naefiil  business  we  can  be  in.  Jeremiah  Root,  my  eighth  son, 
was  bom  Nov.  8,  1819,  and  £dward,  my  ninth  son,  Jul;  13,  1823. 

"  Nothing  very  uncommon  in  this  period,  save  that  there  was  a 
change  in  general  hnsiness  matters.  Honey  became  scarce,  property 
fell,  and  that  which  I  thought  well  bought  would  not  bring  its  cost 
I  had  made  three  or  four  large  purchases  in  which  I  was  a  heav; 
loser.  I  can  say  the  loos  or  gain  of  property  in  a  short  time  appears 
of  bnt  little  cunsequenee ;  they  are  momentary  things,  and  will  look 
Tery  small  in  eternity.  Job  loft  us  a  good  example.  About  this 
time  my  eon  S^moa  was  studying  law  at  Pittsburgh.  I  had  great 
anxiety  and  many  fears  on  his  account.  Sept.  21,  1825,  Martha, 
OUT  fiAb  daughter,  was  bom  ;  Sept.  18,  1826,  she  died  from  whonp- 
ing-congh.  Ludan,  my  tenth  son,  was  bom  Sept.  18,  1829.  Here 
I  will  say  ray  earthly  cares  were  too  many  for  the  good  of  my  fomilj 
and  for  my  own  comfort  in  religion.  I  look  back  upon  my  Ufe  with 
but  little  satisfaction,  but  must  pray.  '  Lord,  fiirgive  me  for  Christ's 
sake,  or  I  must  perish.'  Jan.  29, 1632,  my  son  Watson  died,  making 
k  great  breach  in  my  family.  He  had  not  given  evidence  in  health 
of  being  a  Christian,  but  was  in  great  anxiety  of  mind  in  his  sickness ; 
wa  sometiraes  hope  be  died  in  Christ.  Martha,  my  sixth  daughter, 
WM  bora  June  16,  1832 ;  and  Sept.  6, 1B33,  Sahnoo,  my  third  son, 
^•d  in  New  Orleans  with  yellow  fever.  He  was  a  lawyer,  and  editoi 
vt  ft  French  and  En^ish  newqwper  callod  the  '  New  Orieans  Bee; ' 


l'<illl\D>  A'AJr  I71"|/Vll»  »»    tlO         1  Ll  p.  <  'I  '111  «(    f       y  1         ».   -\ 

I  had  some  to  pity  me,  but  vi-iy  ftnv  to  help  i 
outward  friendship  and  pniperty  are  ahnt).st  i 
There  wero  nianv  to  inft»nn  me  that  I  had  hroi 
myself.  April,  1841,  I  was  married  to  the  W 
My  worldly  burdens  rather  iucreaijed,  but  I  bori 
tienoe.  April,  1843 :  about  this  time  my  fam: 
some  by  marriage  and  other  ways  —  that  I  thoi 
fiivorite  house  and  farm,  and  to  build  new  at  the 
...  I  have  great  reason  to  mourn  my  unfa 
dren.  I  have  been  much  perplexed  by  the  k 
lopg  tedious  lawsuit ;  while  my  health  has  b* 
for  one  of  my  age,  and  I  have  great  reason  for  t 

This  artless  narrative,  written  by  Owei 
of  seventy-eight,  discloses  his  charactei 
some  manner  the  conditions  of  life  u 
Brown  was  born  and  bred.  But  anoth< 
same  hand  shows  how  naturally  the  son 
Connecticut  ancestors  his  hatred  of  slav( 
thus  described,  about  1850,  some  events 
be|9n  cognizant  sixty  or  seventy  years  ear 

''  I  am  an  Abolitionist.  I  know  we  are  m 
have  no  confession  to  make  for  being  one,  yet  I 
I  have  been  one,  and  how  I  became  so.  I  have 
liVhen  a  child  four  or  five  years  old,  one  of  our 


h798.|  ANCE8TRV  AND  CHILDHOOD.  11 


aaibjT 


my  jaali^  'i'liere  were  bat  three  or  four  slaves  tii  West  Simsbur^'. 

the  fesr  1790,  irhco  1  UvikI  with  ihii  Ucv.  Jereiiiiali  Hallocb,  the 
Samuel  Hopkius,  D.D.  came  fmm  Newport,  and  i  heard  him 

IkiDg  with  Mr.  Halluck  about  slavery  m  Rhiule  Islaud,  aod  he  de- 
DouDcrd  it  M  a  great  eln.  I  think  in  the  same  summer  Mr.  Hslliick 
had  seat  to  him  a  eennoTi  or  pamphlet- book,  written  by  the  K«v. 
Jonathan  Edwards,  iheu  at  New  Haven.  I  read  ii,  uod  it  deuouuced 
slavery  as  a  great  sin.  From  this  time  I  was  autislavery,  as  inueh 
as  I  be  now.  In  the  year  179S  I  lived  ia  Norfidli.  There  trns  a 
Presbyteriua  or  CoDgregatioual  ininister  settled  in  Virginia  at  the 
boginuiug  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  by  the  name  of  Thomson,  who 
on  aecouDt  (if  the  war  came  to  North  Canaan  with  slaves,  and  nut 
knowing  bow  long  the  war  wonld  last,  be  bought  a  small  fiinu  in 
North  Canaan,  and  lived  on  it  till  the  close  of  the  war;  he  ibeti 
moved  back  to  Virginia,  and  left  a  family  of  blacks  on  the  fiirm. 
About  179t)  he  came  up  to  sell  his  &nn  and  move  back  his  slaves,  as 
he  <wUed  then)'  Some  time  before  this,  slavery  had  been  abolished 
in  Connecticut.  Mr.  Thomson  bad  difficulty  in  getting  away  bis 
slaves.  One  man  would  not  go,  and  ran  iutii  the  woods,  anil  Sir. 
ThoiusoD  hired  help  U>  catch  bim.  He  was  secreted  among  blacks 
that  lived  in  a  comer  of  Norfolk.  Mr.  Tbuinsim  preached  fur  Mr. 
Bubbins  at  Norfolk,  assisted  in  the  admiuistrntion  of  the  sai^rament, 
«te.  There  were  blacks  who  belonged  to  the  church,  that  absented 
thsmBelvei.  Mr.  Thomson  attended  meetings,  I  tbink^  three  Sab- 
baths i  preached  about  twice.  The  last  Sttbhaih  it  was  expected  ho 
wonlil  preach  in  the  aCWrooon ;  but  th^re  were  a  nnmlier  of  the 
ehnroh  members  who  were  dissatisfied  with  his  l>eing  asked  to  preach, 
And  requested  Deacon  Samuels  and  Deacon  Gaylord  to  go  and  ask 
ICr.  Kobbina  not  to  have  Mr.  Thomson  preach,  as  it  was  giving  dis- 
satisfaction. There  was  aome  eicitcinent  amongst  the  peiiple.  some 
in  favor  and  some  against  Mr.  Thomson ;  there  was  quite  n  deluite, 
and  large  numbers  to  hear.  Mr.  Thomson  said  be  should  carry  the 
woman  and  children,  whether  he  could  get  the  man  or  nut.  An  old 
Jtum  asked  him  if  he  would  part  man  and  wife,  contrary  to  llifir 


^^Kiods.     He  sud :  '  t  married  them  myself,  and  did 
^Btenee  on  the  woman.'     He  was  asked  if  he  did  not 
^Hd  be  an  institution  of  God  ;  ho  said  he  did.     He 
^^why  he  did  not  do  it  in  conformity  to  God's  woi 
cheeked,  and  only  said  it  was  the  eustum.     He  \ 
blacks  were  free  by  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Ci 
tlwt  he  belonged  to  another  Slate,  and  tht 
^UkiI  over  his  property.     1  tliink 

I 


>t  enjoin  ohc- 

lider  marriage 

I  again  asked 

He  ap(>eared 

told  that  the 

be  replied 

Counerlicut  had  no  noo- 

get  away  his  '  property,' 

he  called  it.     Ever  siuce,   I  have  been  an  Abolitionist ;   and  I  am 

the  end  of  life  I  think  I  shall  die  an  AbolitionisL" 


My  dear  YorNG  friknd,  —  I  havo  ik 
write   y(»u  ;    but   my  constant  caro,  &   an 
put  it  off' a  long  time.      I  do  not  flatter  my, 
thing  wliich  will  very  much  interest  you 
send  you  a  short  story  of  a  certain  boy  o 
convenience  &  shortness  of  name,  I  will  a 
will  be  mainly  a  narration  of  follies  and 
hoped  you  may  avoid;  but  there  is  one 
which  will  be  calculated  to  encourage  an} 
vering  effort ;  &  that  is  the  degree  of  8uc< 
ol(jecU  which  to  a  great  degree  marked  the  c 
out  ray  entire  acqtiaintance  with  him  ;  notv 
capacity;  &  still  more  moderate  acquiremen 
^John  was  bom  May  9th,  1800,  at  Toning 
necticut ;  of  poor  but  respectable  parents : 
of  his  father  of  one  of  the  company  of  the  ] 
Plymouth  1620.     His  mother  was  decended 
at  an  early  period  to  New  England  from  . 
Both  his  Father's  and  his  Mother's  Fathers  ( 
revolatioD :  His  Father's  Father ;  died  in  a  1 
in  the  service  ;  in  1776. 

I  can  not  tell  yon  of  anything  in  the  first  1 
worth  mentioning  save  that  at  that  early 
Three  large  Brass  Pins  belonging  to  a  girl  ^ 
ft  BtoU  them.  In  this  he  was  detected  by  hi 
inga  full  dajr  to  think  of  the  wrong;  recciv< 
whipping.  When  he  was  Five  years  old  hie 
then  a  wilderness  filled  with  wild  henQto 
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the  Indi&DB,  ft  of  their  Kifles;  but  this  soon  wore  off:  ft  bo  used 
tu  hang  about  them  quite  as  much  as  was  consUteut  with  goud 
miintiers  ;  ft  learned  a  trifle  of  their  talk.  His  father  leumed  to 
dress  Deer  Skins,  &  at  0  jreara  old  John  was  installed  a  young  Buck 
Skin.  He  was  perhiips  rather  observing  as  lie  ever  after  rcmciU' 
bored  the  entire  pro<:ess  of  Deer  Rkin  dressing  ;  bo  that  he  eoutd  at 
an;  time  dress  hia  owu  leather  such  as  Squirel,  Baccoon,  Cat,  Wulf 
and  Di>g  Skins,  and  also  learned  to  make  Whip  Lashes,  which 
brunght  bim  some  change  at  times,  ft  was  uf  cousiderable  service  iu 
uiaiiy  ways.  At  Six  years  old  bo  began  to  be  a  rauihlcr  in  the 
wild  new  country  finding  birds  and  squirrels  and  somctiwes  a  wild 
Turkey's  neat.  But  about  tliis  period  he  was  placed  iu  the  school  of 
adttrsity  ;  which  my  youug  friend  was  a  most  necessary  part  uf  Ilia 
early  traiuiog.  Yon  may  laugh  vrbcn  you  come  to  read  about  it; 
but  these  were  sore  triah  to  Jobn :  wluise  earthly  treasures  were 
very/ew  &  small.  These  were  tlic  beginning  of  a  severe  but  tnuiA 
needed  course  uf  dicipline  uhlcli  ho  aftcrwnrda  was  tu  pass  through; 
ft  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  has  learned  him  before  this  time  that  the 
Heavenly  Father  seea  it  best  to  take  all  the  little  things  out  of  his 
bauds  which  he  has  ever  placed  in  them.  When  John  was  in  his 
Sixth  year  a  poor  Indian  boy  gave  hiui  a  Yellow  JLirlile  the  Grst  he 
had  ever  seen.  This  ho  thought  a  great  deal  of;  &  kept  it  a  good 
whil^ ;  but  at  last  he  lost  it  beyond  recovery.  It  took  years  to  heal 
the  wound  ft  I  think  he  cried  at  times  about  it.  About  Fivo  months 
after  this  he  caught  a  yonug  Squirrel  tearing  off  his  tail  in  doing  it ; 
ft  get^ng  severely  bitten  at  the  same  time  himself.  Ho  however 
held  on  to  the  little  hob  tail  Squirrd ;  &  finally  got  hiin  perfectly 
.tamed,  au  that  he  almost  idnlized  his  pet.  ITiis  too  he  lost ;  by  its 
wandering  away;  or  by  getting  killed ;  &  for  a  year  or  two  John 
was  in  mourning  ;  and  looking  at  all  the  Squirrels  he  could  sco  to 
try  ft  discover  Bobtail,  if  possible.  I  must  not  negleet  Ui  tell  you  of 
a  Terry  bad  it  foolish  habbit  to  which  John  was  somewhat  addicted. 
I  mean  telling  lies  ;  generally  to  screen  himself  from  blame;  or  fmm 
puuisbmeut.  He  could  not  well  endure  to  be  reprcmched  ;  ft  I  now 
think  had  he  been  oftener  encouraged  to  be  entirely  frank  ;  by 
making  frankness  a  kind  of  atonement  for  some  of  his  faults )  he 
would  not  have  been  so  often  guilty  of  this  fault ;  nor  have  been  (in 
after  life)  obliged  to  struggle  so  long  with  so  mean  a  habit. 

John  was  merer  quarelaome  ;  but  Wiis  ftcccssirrfy  ford  rif  the  hard- 
est <t  roughest  kind  of  plays ;  ft  could  never  get  enough  [<•(]  them. 
Indeed  when  for  a  short  time  ho  was  sometimes  sent  to  School  the 
opportunity  it  afforded  1o  wrestle  &  Snow  ball  ft  run  A  jump  ft 
kniKik  off  old  seedy  Wi»il  hats ;  offered  to  him  almost  the  only  com- 
ponsation  for  the  eonSuement,  &  restraints  of  school.     I  need  not 


so  tliat  1)V  tlic  time  ln'  was  Twt-lvc  years 
tlian  a  Ihiiidrcd   Miles  witli  (•(iiri|»atiies  of  ( 
tlioiiijlit  his  eharacter  imicli  injured  liad  lie  1 
ill  any  such  joh.     This  was  a  boyish  kinil  of 
however. 

At  £ight  years  old,  John  was  left  a  Mc 
was  complete  &  pearmanent  for  notwithst^ 
married  to  a  sensible,  intelligent,  and  on  ma 
mable  woman;  yet  he  never  adopted  Iter  in 
to  pine  after  his  own  Mother  for  years.  Th 
vourably  uppon  him  ;  as  he  was  both  natun 
withall,  extremely  diffident;  &  deprived  him 
link  between  the  different  sexes;  the  want 
Bome  circumstaoces,  have  proved  his  ruin. 

When  the  war  broke  out  tcith  England^ 
menced  furnishing  the  troops  with  beef  catth 
ing  of  which  afforded  him  some  opportunity 
of  wild  steers  &  other  cattle  through  the  wc 
be  had  some  chance  to  form  his  own  boyish  ji 
sures ;  &  to  become  somewhat  familiarly  acq 
have  figured  before  the  country  since  that  tin 
he  saw  during  the  war  was  to  so  far  disgust  h: 
that  he  would  neither  train,  or  drill ;  but  paid 
a  Quaker  until  his  age  finally  has  cleared  him 

During  the  war  with  England  a  circumstan 
end  made  him  a  most  determined  Abolitionist 
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veathtr;  d  beatea  before  his  eyee  with  Iron  Shovels  or  an;  other 
thing  that  came  first  to  hand.  This  brouj;ht  John  to  reflect  uu  the 
wretched,  hopeless  condition,  of  Fatherless  &  Motherless  slave  chil- 
dren :  for  such  children  have  neither  Fathers  or  Mothers  ti>  protect, 
&  provide  for  them.  Uo  sometimes  would  raise  the  question  is  God 
their  Father  t 

At  the  age  of  Ten  jreara  an  old  friend  indoccd  him  to  read  a  little 
history,  ft  offered  him  the  free  use  of  a  good  library ;  b; ;  which 
ho  acquired  some  taste  for  reading :  whicb  formed  the  principle  part 
of  hia  earl;  eduoatioo  :  &  diverted  him  in  a  great  measure  from  bad 
company.  Ho  by  this  means  grew  to  be  verry  fond  of  the  company, 
&  ouDveTBation  of  old  &  iatelligent  persons.  Ho  never  attempted  to 
dantiein  his  life;  nor  did  he  ever  leam  (o  know  on«  of  a  pack  of  Cards 
from  another-  He  learned  nothiog  of  Grammer;  nor  did  he  get  at 
school  80  much  knowledge  of  common  Arithmetic  as  the  Four  ground 
rules.  This  wilt  give  you  some  general  idea  of  tho  first  Fifteen  years 
of  his  life ;  duriog  which  time  he  became  very  strung  ft  large  of  hia 
age  ft  ambitious  to  perform  the  full  labour  of  a  man ;  at  almost  any 
kind  of  hard  work.  By  reading  the  lives  of  great,  wise  ft  good  men 
their  sayings,  and  writings;  he  grew  to  a  dislike  of  vain  ft  frivoluus 
eonversation  <t  persons;  ft  was  often  greatly  obliged  by  the  kind 
manner  in  which  older  &  mure  iuteligent  persons  treated  him  at 
their  booses:  ft  in  conversation;  which  waa  a  great  relief  on  account 
of  his  extreme  tmshfulness. 

He  very  early  in  life  became  ambitious  to  excel  in  doing  anything 
be  undertook  to  perform.  This  kind  of  feeling  I  would  recommend 
to  all  young  persons  both  male  &  femaU:  as  it  will  certainly  tend 
to  secure  admission  to  the  compauy  of  the  more  iutcligeut ;  ft  lietter 
portion  of  every  community.  By  all  means  endeavour  to  excel  in 
•ome  laudable  pursuit. 

I  had  tike  to  have  forgotten  to  tell  you  of  one  of  John's  misfortunes 
which  set  rather  hard  ou  him  whilo  a  young  boy.  He  had  by  smiio 
means  perhaps  by  gift  of  hia  father  Ijecome  the  owner  of  n  little  Kwo 
Lamb  which  did  finely  till  it  was  about  Two  Thirds  grown  ;  &  then 
sickened  ft  died.  This  brought  another  protracted  tHotirnitt^  season : 
not  (hat  he  felt  tho  pecuniary  loss  so  much:  for  that  was  never  liis 
disposition ;  but  so  strong  ft  earnest  were  hia  atachmenta. 

John  had  been  taught  from  earliest  chiliihixMl  to  "  fear  God  and 
keep  his  commandments  ;  "  ft  thougli  quite  skeptical  he  had  always 
by  turns  kit  much  serious  doubt  as  to  his  future  well  being ;  ft  about 
this  time  became  to  some  extent  a  c^mvert  to  Christianity  ft  ever 
after  a  firm  believer  in  the  divine  autbenticiiy  of  the  Bihie.  With 
this  book  he  heeame  very  familiar,  &  possessed  a  most  unusual 
memory  of  its  entire  contents. 


\v;i8  so  miicli  the  (*as<'  tliat  li«'  Jidhitimlh/  e. 
uinlcrtakiiiirs.  Witli  this  feeling  should  bv  co, 
that  onr  ]»]aus  are  right  in  themselves. 

During  the  period   I   have  named,   .John 
ownership  t«)  eortain  animals  of  tsonie  little  va 
to  understand  that  the  title  of  minors  might  I 
had  recourse  to  various  means  in  order  to  secu 
ft  perfect  right  of  property.    One  of  those  n 
with  his  Father  ft>r  something  of  far  less  v£ 
trading  with  others  persons  for  something 
owned.     Ohior  persons  have  some  times  found 

From  Fifteen  to  Twenty  years  old,  he  spent 
ing  at  the  Tanner  &  Currier's  trade  keeping 
officiating  as  Cook  ;  &  for  most  of  the  time  as 
lishment  under  his  Father.    During  this  period 
with  some  of  the  bad  habits  I  have  mcntione 
have  not  told  you  off:  hb  conscience  urging  hi 
power  in  this  matter :  but  his  close  attention  t< 
in  its  management ;  together  with  the  way  he  f 
pany  of  men,  &  boys ;  made  him  quite  a  favori 
more  inteligent  portion  of  older  persons.    This 
&  secured  for  him  so  many  little  notices  fron 
that  his  vanity  was  very  much  fed  by  it :  &  he 
hood  quite  full  of  self-conceit ;  ft  self-confident 
extreme  bashfulness.    A  younger  brother  ^  usee 
him  of  thb  :  ft  to  repeat  to  him  this  expression 
where  find,  "  A  Kincr  on...: — *      ' 
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At  a  little  pftst  Twenlj  jeora  led  b;  his  owd  iuelinatioD  ft 
prompted  alio  by  hU  Fatber,  be  married  a  remarkably  plain;  but 
ncAt  indnstrious  &  economical  girlj  uf  exceUeut  character;  eomect 
piety ;  &  giiod  practical  commun  senge ;  about  one  year  younger  than 
hiuiMlf.  This  woinaa  by  her  mild,  frank,  &  more  than  all  the: 
bjc- ber  very  contuBlent  cooducc;   acquired  &  ever  wbile  she   lived 

)  waiotaiDed  a  moat  powerful ;  A  good  influence  over  him.  Her  plain 
but  kind  admonitions  generally  had  the  right  effect ;  without  aruuging 
hid  haughty  ubatiuate  temper.    John  began  early  in  life  to  discover  a 

'-  great  lilting  to  fine  Cattle,  Horses,  Sheep,  &  Swine;  &  as  soon  as 
eircumstances  would  enable  him  be  began  to  be  a  practical  Shep~ 
herd;  it  being  a' calling  for  which  in  early  life  be  bad  a  kind  of 
rnithiuiaatie  longing:  together  with  the  idea  that  aa  a  business  it  bid 
&iT  to  afford  him  the  means  of  carrying  out  his  greatest  or  principal 
olject.  I  have  now  given  you  a  kind  uf  general  idea  of  the  early  life 
of  this  boy ;  &  if  I  believed  it  woold  be  worth  the  trouble  ;  or  aflord 
mnch  interest  to  any  good  feeling  person :  I  might  bo  tempted  to 
tell  yuu  something  of  his  conise  in  ai^  life ;  or  manhood.  I  do  not 
Bay  that  I  mill  do  it. 

You  will  discover  that  in  using  up  my  half  sheets  to  tare  paper; 
I  bave  written  Two  pages,  so  that  one  does  not  GjIIow  the  Other  as  it 
sbonld.  I  have  no  lime  to  write  it  over ;  &  but  for  uuavoidable 
hindrances  in  traveling  I  can  hardly  say  when  I  shuuld  have  written 
what  I  have.  With  an  honest  desire  fur  your  best  good,  I  subscribe 
myself, 

Your  Friend, 

J.  Brown. 
P.  8.     I  had  like  to  have  forgotten  to  acknowledge  your  contri- 
bution in  aid  of  the  cause  in  which  I  serve.     God  Almighty  Met* 
jfOH  ;  my  son. 

J.  B. 

This  autobiography  had  its  origin,  as  did  so  many  other 
words  and  acts  of  John  Brown  in  1857-1859,  in  the  hospi- 
tilities  of  one  house  in  Massachusetts  where  the  old  hero 
was  always  welcome.  Mr,  George  Luther  Stearns,  a  wealthy 
merchant  and  manufacturer  of  Boston,  but  living  in  a  beau- 
tiful villa  at  Medford,  had  invited  Brown  to  Boston  in 
December,  1856,  when  he  came  eastward  from  his  first 
campaigns  in  Kansas.  Brown  accepted  the  invitation,  and 
reached  Boston  a  little  after  Christmas,  1856,  meeting  Mr. 
Stearns  in  the  street  and  going  with  him  to  the  rooms  of 
the   Massachusetts   Kansas  Committee,  where  I   first  met 
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him.     The  next  Suuday,  the  first  in  January,  1857,  Brown 
went  to  the  Boston  Music  Hall  to  hear  Theodore  Parker 
preach,  and  there  met  Mrs.  Steams  (a  niece  of  Mrs.  Child, 
the  graceful  author  of  ■' Philothea"),  who  invited  him  to 
her  house  in  Medford.     He  spent  there  the  second  Sunday 
in  Januarj',  lf*57,  and  made  a  deep  impression  on  the  oldest 
son  of  the  family,  then  in  his  thirteenth  year,  by  the  stories 
he  told  of  the  sufferings  of  the  pioneer  families  in  Kansas. 
Running  to  the  next  room,  and  bringing  forth  hia  hoard  of 
pocket-money,  the  boy  thrust  it  into  John  Brown's  liaud, 
saying,  "Will  you  buy  something, — a  pair  of  shoes,  or 
something,  —  for  one  of  those  little   Kansas  children?" 
ajid  then  adding,  as  the  old  man  thanked  him,  "Captain 
Brown,  will  you  not  write  me,  sometime,  what  sort  of  a 
little  iKty  you  were  1 "    Brown  looked  at  him  with  surprise 
and  pleasure,  and  promised  him  to  do  so.    In  due  time  this 
long  letter  reached  Medford,  addressed  to  Harry,  but  with  a 
Bhort  note  to  Mr.  Stearns  at  the  end  of  it.     Mrs.  Stearns, 
who  at  once  saw  its  value,  treasured  it  carefully ;  and  after 
Brown's  death   she  requested  her  friend  Mr,  Emerson  to 
make  this  autobiography  part  of  a  sketch  of  the  hero  which 
lie  was  urged  to  write.     Mr.  Emerson  admired  and  praised 
it,  but  was  compelled  to  decline  the  task  of  writing  Brown's 
Life,  as  also  did  Henry  Thoreau  (who  kuew  Brown  well)  and 
Mrs.  Child.     Then  Mrs.  Stearns  permitted  Mr.  Redpath  to 
print  it  in  his  biography,  for  the  sake  of  bringing  money  to 
supply  the  needs  of  the  widow  and  children  of  Brown.      I 
has  been  since  reprinted  again  and  again  from  Mr.  Ited 
path's  book.     I  have  made  my  copy  from  the  original  let 
ter,  and  thus  corrected  some  variations  in  the  puuctuatir 
and  spelling,  which  had  crept  into  the  published  copi 
Brown's  writing  was  peculiar  in  these  respects,  and  by 
means  uniform  ;  but  his  style  everj'where  shows  the  sai 
vigor  and  simplicity,  and  lie  had  the  art  of  Homer  a 
Herodotus  to  mingle  the  colloquial  with  the  serious,  wit 
out  any  loss  of  dignity  or  effect.     He  thought  humbly 
hia  own  composition,  and  would  sometimes  say,  "  I  k' 
no  more  of  grammar  than  one  of  that  farmer's  calve 
but  he  had  wliat  is  essential  in  all  grammars,  —  the  po 
to  make  himself  understood. 
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The  house  in  which  John  Brown  waa  bom,  as  mentioned 
in  this  autobiography,'  still  stands  in  Torrington,  Conn.,  in 
the  western  part  of  the  town,  three  miles  from  Wolcottville, 
six  from  Litchfield,  and  ten  from  Winsted,  on  a  b;-road.  It 
much  resembles  the  old  farm-house  in  Concord  in  which 
Thoreau  was  born,  and  the  engraving  of  one  might  easily 
pass  for  that  of  the  other.  The  log-house  of  Owen  Brown, 
in  Hudson,  Ohio,  stood  on  what  is  now  the  public  square  in 
that  town ;  and  in  a  little  valley  uear  by,  not  far  from 
the  railroad,  was  the  tannery  where  John  Brown  learned 
his  father's  trade.  His  childhood  was  passed  in  Hudson 
and  its  vicinity  in  the  manner  above  described.  He  read 
the  Bible,  the  "  Fables  of  .^sop,"  the  "  Life  of  Franklin," 
the  hymns  of  Dr.  Watts,  "  Pilgrim's  Progress,"  and  a  few 
more  books ;  but  his  school  education  was  very  scanty. 

Although  in  order  of  time  the  following  correspondence 
belongs  in  a  later  chapter,  I  introduce  it  here  to  show  what 
were  the  relations  throughout  life  of  John  Brown  and  his 
father.  The  latter  lived  till  within  four  years  of  John 
Brown's  execution,  dying  May  8,  1856,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
five.  Only  six  weeks  before  his  death  he  wrote  as  follows 
to  his  son  in  Kansas,  —  verbatim,  et  literatim:  — 


Letter  of  Owen  Brown  to  John  Brown. 

Hudson  (Ohio),  March  27,  'SS, 

Dear  son  John,  —  I  reraived  yours  of  13th  ou  the  25th,  and  waa 

verjgbtd  tn  lam  that  all  your  Fainelya  were  so  well,  aud  that  yoa  had 

not  been  distourbed  by  the  enemy.     Your  letters  come  very  regular, 

and  we  look  carfuly  after  them.     I  have  been  faithfull  to  answer 

'  It  WM  after  hearing  this  letter  read  that  Miss  Osgood,  of  Medfonl.  re- 
iDBrked,  "  If  CoptBin  Brown  had  not  been  called,  in  the  providenee  of  God, 
to  a  very  diff«rent  work,  what  cbamiing  stories  he  could  have  writltii  for 
young  children  ! "  The  original  manuscript  tills  bii  pages  of  closely  writ- 
ten letter-paper,  without  dirision  into  paragraphs.  The  contributions 
made  by  Harry  Strams  and  by  others  "in  aid  of  the  cause  in  which  I 
serve,"  were  given  to  help  the  oppressed  pioneers  of  Ksnsos  whom  Brown 
was  then  dorending.  His  father,  Owen  Brown,  as  a  beef  contractor,  was 
with  Hull's  army  at  or  jost  before  the  surrender  at  Detroit  in  1812,  accom- 
panied by  his  son  John.  John,  then  twelve  years  old,  circulated  among  the 
Ameiioui  soUien  and  officets,  and  overfaeaid  many  converaationa  in  camp 
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theiDi  not  oat  of  ambishon,  but  to  keep  one  or  more  on  the  road  all 
the  time.  My  health  at  present  is  not  so  good ;  for  three  weeks  past  I 
am  somewhat  pot  to  it  to  breathe,  mostly  nights,  and  sometimes  feel  as 
though  death  was  at  the  dore.  I  feel  as  though  God  was  very  merao- 
full  to  keep  such  a  great  sinner  on  probation  so  long.  I  ask  all  of 
you  U)  pray  more  earnestly  for  the  salvation  of  my  soul  than  for  the 
life  of  my  body,  and  that  I  may  give  myself  aud  all  1  have  up  to 
Christ,  and  honer  him  by  a  sacratiwe  of  all  wc  have. 

I  think  that  the  moovments  of  Congress  will  prevent  an  invasion 
of  your  rights ;  they  have  voted  t4»  send  to  Kansiis  to  investigate  the 
situation  [and]  elections.  I  think  of  cliping  from  some  papers  some 
short  Acte  of  Congress  and  inclose  them  in  a  private  letters  aud  send 
them  to  you.  I  think  I  shall  have  thorn  very  regular.  I  wrote  Mr. 
Giddeons^  [♦'Giddings^'  in  John  Brc»wn's  hand  written  over  this 
name]  about  3  weeks  ago  to  send  lue  the  debats  aud  Acts  of  Con- 
gress on  the  subjects  of  Kansas  from  time  to  time.  He  was  at  home 
then  sick,  but  has  now  returned  to  Con  [in  John  Brown^s  hand 
"  Wiwhington  "  is  written  in  before  *•'  Con  "]  and  the  papers  begin  to 
come. 

Friends  are  mulling  woll  as  far  as  I  know.  I  am  now  at  Ed- 
ward's ;  it  is  rather  a  cold,  stormy  day.  We  have  had  a  remarkable 
cohl,  snowe  winter,  and  iho  snow  is  mostly  on  the  ground  now.  We 
have  li  only  phwnt  ilayes  this  week,  but  have  had  po  rain  through 
the  winter.  I  consider  all  of  my  Children  at  Kansas  as  one  Famely, 
and  hojM^  you  will  take  turns  in  writeing.  They  are  midling  well  at 
Edward's,  and  wish  to  be  remcmberod. 

Your  unfaithful  Parent, 

Owen  Browi 

N.  B.    28th.     After  writing  the  above,  Edward  had  a  paper  froi 
which  we  dipt  the  within.^  0.  B. 

ronceming  Ooncnil  Hull  nnd  his  position.     He  saw  much  of  General  Casf 
tlu'U  a  cni>tain  under  Hull;  and  it  is  to  him,  no  doubt,  that  allusion 
iiiude  aM  ono  of  those  "who  have  figured  before  the  country  since  t' 
tinje."     Ix>ng  aft^Tward  (in  1857),  he  told  me  that  he  overheard  snch  con\ 
wUion  from  Casa,  McArthur,  and  other  officers  as  would  have  branded  th 
as  mutineers,  if  he  could  have  reported  it  to  the  Washingt<m  authorit 
Ih'  U'lieved  that  Hull  was  forced  into  the  false  pasition  which  letl  to 
surrender,  by  the  ill-conduct  of  his  sulwnlinate  othcers. 

*  Owen  lirown  and  must  of  his  sons  and  grandsons  when  in  Ohio 
constituents  of  Jashua  U.  (liddings,  the  famous  antislavery  C'ongres 
frou)  the  Western  Keserve. 

•  This  letter  is  addn'ssed  in  the  feeble  hnndwriting  of  an  old  mi 
"John  Bn>wn,  Osawatomie,  K.  T.,"  and  is  iuilorsed  in  his  son's  h 
writing,  **  Owen  Brown's  Letter,  March  27,  1856."    The  original  is  a 
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This  Tas  the  last  of  mafiy  letters  written  to  bis  son  in  the 
forty  years  since  1817,  when  John  first  left  home  for  long 
absences.  A  few  of  John  Brown's  replies  have  come  into 
my  haadA,  chiefly  of  the  yeajs  1846-1849,  of  which  the 
following  are  specimens :  — 

John  Brown  to  his  Father.    . 

Sfkihofibld,  Mass.,  20th  Oct,  1848. 
Deas  Fatheb,  — Yours  of  the  22d,  telling  us  of  the  death  of 
bruther  Kiug,  is  received.  I  must  sa;,  that,  with  all  his  imperfections 
Hud  faults,  1  cerlaiul;  feel  that  if  he  has  nut  been  a  very  wann- 
beurted,  jet  bo  htis  been  e.  stead;,  friend,  and  on  some  arcounts  a 
ust'ful  friend;  aud  1  mourn  his' frailties  and  death  siDcerely.  You 
say  he  expected  to  die,  but  du  not  sa;  how  he  felt  in  regard  to  the 
ebauge  as  it  drew  near.  I  have  to  confess  luy  unfaithfulness  to  mj 
Mend  in  regard  to  bis  most  important  interest.  I  did  not  &il  to  write 
you,  as  soon  as  1  returned  myself,  from  want  of  inclination,  but  be- 
cause I  thought  it  would  please  you  quite  as  much  to  get  a  letter  from 
Jaeon.  We  arc  getting  along  moderate!;  with  our  business,  but  when 
we  shall  be  able  to  close  it  up  will  be  difficult  to  say,  fur  we  still 
eoutinue  to  receive  large  quantities  of  woed.  Prices  rather  improve. 
We  expect  to  be  ready  to  close  up  all  the  lots  Jerry  brought  on  in  a 
very  few  days.  Have  contracted  away  the  lowest  he  brought  at 
twenty-five  cents  per  pound.  There  is  no  doubt  but  wo  might  make 
the  most  advantageooB  exchanges  of  wool  for  an;  dtscriptinn  of 
woollen  goods  that  are  wanted  in  the  wiuntry.  We  sball  probably 
take  hold  of  the  business  with  a  view  to  such  exchanges  Hituther  yenr, 
if  we  continue  the  woul  business.  We  find  no  diffierilty  in  diiiposing 
of  the  very  coarsest  wools,  now  that  we  have  learned  better  where  to 
sell  them,  and  can  turn  them  cash.  Please  write  oftoD,  and  let  us  hear 
how  yoD  all  get  along,  and  what  you  think  proper  to  sa;  to  us. 
Your  affectionate  sou, 

JoiiK  Browh. 

S PR  1X071 E LP,  Mass.,  10th  Dec.,  1846. 
Dear  Father,  —  Youra,  dated  2d  and  3d  December,  we  re- 
ceived this  evening.     It  is  perhaps  needless  for  me  to  say  that  t  am 
always  grateful  for  everylliing  of  that  kind  I  receive  from  you,  and 

the  Bnnm  Fapera  in  the  library  of  the  Kensas  Historical  Society  at  Topeka, 
from  whose  inralnable  colIectioDS  1  have  drawn  much  matoial  for  this 
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that  1  think  I  have  your  whole  aorrespondettce  fur  nearly  thirtj  ;eaiB 
laid  up  to  rcmeinlier  you  by,  —  I  mean,  uf  coilreo,  what  you  have  di- 
rected to  me.  1  would  further  say,  that  I  feel  grateful  Ui  yon,  and  my 
brother,  fur  calUug  to  see  my  dear  afflicted  v/'ile  and  cbildron  in  their 
oiUamity.  It  U  a  great  comfort  that  /  can  in  iny  imngiuution  tee  my 
always  hiod  and  affcctionato  old  father  with  them,  while  at  the  sawe 
time  the  rcBpouHihilitJes  I  have  asHUiDod  udustnun  me  to  be  absent, 
very  uonimry  to  my  feeling  (and  it  may  be  contrary  to  my  duty,  too ; 
but  Irast  uol).  I  mean  lo  return  souietinie  in  February,  and  ahould 
feel  like  one  '>ut  uf  prison  oould  I  leave  to-morrow.  I  hope  you  will 
visit  uiy  family  aa  often  as  you  can  during  my  absence,  and  that  you 
\till  write  us  oftea  while  here.  We  will  endniTor,  one  of  us,  to  re|ilf 
promptly  at  least.  We  are  getting  along  with  our  kuuaees  slowly, 
but  prudently,  I  trust,  and  as  well  aa  we  could  reasunikbly  oipent 
under  all  the  circnmetADoea ;  and  so  far  as  wo  can  discover,  we  aro 
in  favor  with  this  people,  and  alao  with  the  many  we  have  had  to  do 
buBJness  with-  I  sent  home  a  good  supply  of  excellent  cloth  for 
pantnlnotu),  from  which  you  con  have  some  if  it  euila  you,  and  should 
nrrive  safe.  If  it  doe«  not,  please  write  tne  without  delay.  Jason 
took  the  cloth  with  him  (cost  eighty-five  cents  per  yard).  I  can 
bring  more  cloth  of  almost  any  kind  when  I  return,  should  there  be 

When  I  think  how  very  little  influence  I  have  even  trieil  to  use 
with  my  numerous  acquaintances  and  friends,  in  turning  their  minds 
toward  God  and  heaven,  I  feel  justly  condemned  as  a  most  wiokeif 
and  slothful  servant ;  and  the  more  so,  as  I  have  very  seldom  bad 
any  one  refuse  to  li»Ien  when  I  earnestly  called  him  to  hear.  I 
BometiineB  have  dreadful  reflections  about  having  fied  to  go  down  t< 
Tarshiah. 

Afieolionately  yonrs, 

John  Brow 

Spi!isnFiF.tJ>,  Mash.,  April  2,  1S47 
Dkar   Father, —  Your  very  kind  aa   well   as  rational  ielf 
Tooeived  last  evcuiug.     I  irnst  1  do  in  some  meHsure  realise  tlmt  i 
a  few,  a  verj/  foe,  years  will  of  necessity  bring  to  me  a  literal  ace. 
plishment  of  the  sayings  of  the  Preacher.     I  am  qnito  sensible  of 
truth  of  your  remark,  that  my  family  are  quite  as  well  off  as  tk 
we  pi«scssed  millions.     I  hope  wo  may  not  bo  left  to  a  feeH 
ingmtitnde,  or  greediness  of  gain;  and  I  feel  nneonscioua  of  a.. 
to  become  rich.     1  hope  my  moljve  for  exerting  myself  is  U 
I  feel  ni)  inclination  to  move  my  family  to  Springfield  on  acOO 
any  change  thai  I  am  itching  for,  and  think  it  very  doubtfiil  v 
I  ever  mmclude  on  it  as  the  best  course.     My  only  motive  v 
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to  have  them  with  me,  if  I  continne  in  mj  present  bnaiaesa,  which  I 
am  by  no  means  attached  to,  I  aeein  to  get  nlong  midUling  well,  and 
Lope  to  ratum  in  a  short  time.  Wrote  Jeremiah  some  days  sioce. 
I  shall  pay  ten  eeats  very  cheerfully  to  hear  that  you  are  alive  and 
well,  at  any  time;  and  should  not  grudge  to  pay  more  for  such  kind 
aod  ever  seasonable  poiotiug  oie  Uy  the  absolulo  vaoity  of  this  world's 
treasures,  as  well  as  the  solemn  future  which  13  licfore  uie.  It  ufiurds 
me  great  sntisfac^oo  to  get  a  letter  from  yuu  at  this  period  of  your 
life,  so  handsomely  written,  so  well  worded,  and  so  exactly  in  point, 
boUi  as  to  manner  and  (what  is  much  mure)  matter.  I  intend  to 
preserve  it  carefully. 

Your  iiffectiunate  sou, 

John  Bsowk. 

Spkinofield,  Mass.,  1st  Not.,  1847. 
DsAK  Father,  —  After  some  three  or  four  days'  delay  00  the 
road,  we  arrived  hero  safe  to-diiy  about  noun,  aud  found  all  here  well ; 
but  oar  hard  hearts  are  never  thankful  as  they  should  be.  Always 
dependent  and  constantly  receiving,  we  uri;  uiignktcful  enough  to  be 
east  off,  —  if  that  wore  our  only  fault !  Our  business,  so  fiir  as  I  can 
judge,  has  gone  along  middling  well  during  my  absence.  Watson  is 
not  yet  very  stuut,  but  is  perhaps  a  little  iiDprovcd  since  I  left.  We 
shall  all  be  anxious  to  hear  from  Lueian,  and  from  you  all,  and  how 
yoa  got  home  from  Ausdnburg,  as  soon  and  us  often  as  we  can. 
Affectionately  yours, 

John  Brown. 
Mr.  Hubbard  has  deeded  his  swamp  farm  to  John  Shennnn.     Has 
not  sold  his  thirty-acre  lot  at  Uunroville,  but  haa  offered  it  fur  sale 
to  William  Hickuz  and  Kolsey. 

Yours, 

J.  B. 

BpRiNOFiELn,  Mass.,  Zd  Dec,  1847. 
Dear  Father,  —Yours  of  the  9th  November  was  rpceived  a  few 
days  since,  but  I  have  delayed  writing  on  two  accounts  since  receiving 
it.  One  ia  the  greater  press  of  business,  aud  increaspd  anxiety  on 
aeconnt  of  the  sudden  change  in  money  matters ;  the  other,  that  it  is 
always  bard  for  me  to  make  out  a  letter  without  something  to  make  it 
out  of.  We  have  been  middling  well  since  I  returned,  except  John 
aud  WatsciD.  John  has  had  a  short  turn  of  fever,  and  Watson  has 
seemed  tohaveanumbcrofcomiilaints,  but  both  are  belter  now.  Our 
business  seems  t«  be  going  on  middling  well,  and  will  not  probably 
be  any  the  trone  fiir  the  {unch  in  the  money  concerns.    I  trust  that 
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getting  or  1i>siiij_'  iminoy  iIum  nut  vtilinrly  i<iigniS8  imr  alttiution;  but 
1  aui  ticusilile  Ui;a  ii  <)irii|iic3  i|iiit«  U"'  io-'HV  u  olmra  iu  il.  I'u  gut  » 
little  property  |nj;(.|li,r  to  loavf,  ae  the  wurU  liavu  Uuui-,  is  rcttUy 
a  low  mark  to  bi'  liiiiig  :it  lluvugh  life 

* '  A  nablsr  tuU  iiuiy  1  suatain, 
A  [loblor  utuEiujtiuu  Bi^ti." 
You  wrote  US  tliat  Lw  '  '  '     ieuliao.     This  in  not  iin«x- 

perted ;  but  wu  hi^pu  lliat  theueil  iiiny  not  all  lie  mis- 

H^iCDt,  and  that  the  litllu  <  ud  imiukiuil  il  mity  yet  be 

ia  hia  puwer  Iv  in  may  ia  might,  iiud  thiit  the  Lonl 

Jesus  Cliriet  uill  be  the  for  right«oiisiie8s,  Tor  thnl 

whieh  must  be  left  utiduue  uly  hup«  for  ue  batikrvplt, 

as  we  may  sec  lit  uuci:  if  w  at  uur  oocuunt.     We  hope 

to  bear  how  yuu  all  are  ag 

John  Brown. 

Sfrinofield,  Mass.,  I0th  Jan.,  1818. 

Dear  Father,  —  It  is  Sabbuth  eveuiug ;  and  us  I  have  waited 
now  a  loug  time  experliuf,'  a  It'tter  fnim  jou,  I  have  wmtludcd  to 
wait  nil  longer  for  yoii  to  write  to  uie.  I  rewivcil  the  Hudson  paper 
giving  an  aieuuut  of  the  death  of  aiiolhir  of  our  family.  1  expected 
to  get  a  li'tler  froiu  you,  and  bo  have  iKH'n  wailing  over  since  gittiug 
the  jiMptr.  I  never  seemeil  tii  poMsess  a  fiu'nlty  lo  console  and  com- 
fort my  friends  in  thi-ir  grief;  I  am  inclined,  like  the  piKir  ciinforters 
of  Job,  to  sit  diiwa  iu  silence,  lest  in  my  miserable  way  I  should  <mly 
add  to  their  grief.  Another  feeling  Ihat  I  have  in  yonr  case,  is  nn 
entire  eonMiousncns  that  I  can  bring  before  your  mind  no  new  source 
of  consolation,  nor  mention  any  which,  I  trust,  yon  have  not  long 
sinw  inndi'  full  proof  of.  I  need  not  say  that  I  Itnow  how  to  pyuipa- 
thize  with  you ;  for  that  you  e(|natly  well  understand.  I  will  only 
utter  one  word  of  bumble  ramfidcnce,  —  "  Though  He  slay  me,  yet 
will  I  trust  iu  Him,  nnd  bless  His  name  forever."  We  are  all  in 
bfalth  here,  but  have  just  been  tailing  another  lesson  on  the  uiicer- 
iiiinty  of  all  we  hold  here.  One  week  ago  yesterday,  Obver  found 
Slime  root  of  the  plant  cjilled  hemloek,  that  he  supposed  was  carrot, 
and  cat  some  of  it.  Iu  a  few  minutes  he  was  taken  with  vomiting 
and  dreadfnl  convulsion.'*,  anil  8o<in  became  senseless.  However,  bj 
resorting  to  the  most  powerful  emetics  he  was  recovered  from  it.  like 
one  raised  from  the  dead,  uhnost. 

The  country  in  this  direction  has  been  suffering  one  of  the  sever- 
est money  pressures  known  for  many  years.  The  cmiseiiuenee  to  us 
has  been,  that  some  of  those  who  have  contracted  for  wool  of  ua  are 
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as  yel  unable  to  pay  for  and  take  the  wool  aa  the;  agreed,  and  we 
are  oD  that  account  unable  to  close  our  busiuess.  This,  with  some 
trouble  aod  perplexitj,  ie  the  greatest  iujury  we  have  suffered  by  it. 
We  have  had  no  winter  as  yet  scarcely,  the  weather  l<i-d«y  being 
alu)i«t  as  wann  as  Bmnmer.  We  want  to  bear  how  you  all  are  very 
.  much,  and  all  abont  how  yon  get  along.  I  hope  to  visit  you  in  the 
spring.     FareweU. 

Your  a&cUonatei  unworthy  son, 

John  Browm. 

Spbtnofikld,  Mass.,  Gib  7eb.,  1819. 
Dear  Father, — I  write  yon  at  this  time  more  because  yon 
said  in  your  last  that  you  "  love  letters  more  now  than  ever  befurc," 
than  on  acooent  of  auythiog  I  have  to  write.  We  are  hero  all  mid- 
dling well,  except  our  youngest  child,  who  baa  been  quite  feeble  since 
laat  fiill.  Owen's  arm  seeros  to  be  improving  slowly.  We  havs 
been  selling  wo<i|  middling  fast  of  late,  on  contract,  at  1B47  pricca. 
We  hitve  in  this  part  of  the  eouoiry  the  strongest  priio&  that  the  great 
majority  have  made  gold  their  hope,  their  only  tope.  I  think  that 
almost  every  product  of  industry  will  soon  become  high,  from  the 
6ict  alone  that  such  a  vast  iiuiiibcr  of  those  who  bavo  hitherto  been 
producers  will  cease  to  be  so,  and  hereafler,  for  a  time  at  least,  be 
only  consumrrs.  I  am  inclined  to  tliink  that  persons  wlio  are  in 
debt,  and  who  hold  any  property  of  value,  are  likely  to  have  a  most 
favorable  time  to  get  out  of  debt  Would  it  not  be  teell  to  have 
the  word  go  round  amongst  all  the  Brovma,  that  they  miiy  get  ready 
to  sell  off  enongh  of  somethiug  to  pay  all  debts  t  I  really  wish  that 
Oliver  and  Frederick '  would  take  the  hint,  and  when  tliiugs  get  up 
(which  I  feel  confident  they  will  do),  go  at  once  to  selling  off  and 
paying  up.  There  is  no  way  of  making  money  bo  easy  as  by  selling 
wheB  every  one  wants  to  bny.  It  may  cost  us  some  little  sacrifice  of 
feeliug  at  first,  but  would  open  a  new  KOrld  aimost,  if  Ihoruuglily 

I  have  felt  a  good  deal  of  anxiety  abont  the  injury  you  received 
on  yonr  way  bome;  was  glad  to  hear  that  you  was  in  any  measure 
comfortable.  I  did  not  intend  to  put  off  writing  so  long ;  but  I  al- 
ways find  it  eiceedingly  hard  work  to  write  when  I  have  nothing  to 
couitnuuicate  that  is  worth  as  much  as  the  paper  and  postage.  Your 
letlera  are  not  of  so  barren  a  character ;  so  that  we  shall  not  expect 
you  to  pay  the  postage  when  you  write,  which  we  hope  will  be  often. 
Your  affeclionate  but  unworthy  son, 

JOHH  BROWH. 

>  Hi*  iKQth^B,  01  consius ;  not  his  sous. 


26  LIFE   AM»   r-ETTERS  OF   JOHN  BROWN.  [1838. 

These  lettur^s  kIldw  upon  what  terms  of  affection  and  re- 
ligious aympiiihy  riulin  Brown  lived  witli  his  pious  father, — 
a  man  every wlicii!  K'apecteJ.  Colonel  Perkins,  of  Akron, 
Ohio,  who  WHS  tlir  t'jipitalist  partner  of  John  Brown  in  the 
wool  business,  :iinl  l^ist  money  thereby,  had  no  great  respect 
for  hia  partner's  iinidence,  but  said :  "  His  father  had  more 
brains  than  John  lira  a  more  prudent  man." 

He  was  long  a  trust  u   College,   and  it  was 

through   him  that   Jol  as   sent  to  Virginia  in 

1840,  to  survey  the  v/i.  i  which  belonged  to  that 

college.    John  Brown  My  grandfather,  Owen 

Brown,  of  Hudson,  hi  r  whom  he  entertained 

more  sincere  regard  t  on  John.     I  was  myself 

for  years  almost  as  oik  father's  family,  and  had 

the  beat  means  of  knrn,  .„(,.  lunt,  John  Brown's  half- 

sister,  Mrs.  Marian  Hand,  of  Wellington,  Uhio,  now  living, 
confirms  this  statement.  She  also  furnishes  me  with  some 
facts  concerning  her  brother  Salmon,  for  whom  his  father 
had  "great  anxiety  and  fears"  while  be  was  studying  law 
at  Pittsburg  in  1824,  and  who,  he  says,  ■'  was  of  somo  note 
as  a  gentleman,  but  I  never  knew  that  he  gave  evidence  of 
being  a  Christian." 

It  seems  that  Salmon  Brown,  after  beginning  to  practise 
law,  travelled  far  and  wide  over  the  United  States,  and 
particularly  in  the  South,  whei-e  he  finiilly  took  up  his  resi- 
dence at  New  Orleans,  and  became  the  editor  of  a  news- 
paper, "  The  Bee,"  which  was  published  both  in  French  and 
English,  and  seems  to  have  opposed  the  a<lmiuistration  of 
Andrew  Jackson.  His  career  as  a  journalist  was  from  1830 
to  183.'{,  and  he  died  at  Thihodeauxville,  or  New  Orleans, 
in  the  autumn  of  ISS.'i.  A  letter  from  John  Brown  to  his 
brother  Frederick  thus  mentions  Salmon's  death,  among 
other  matters  of  smaller  concern  ;  — 

BANiHiLvn,  Pesn.,  Oct.  20,  1833. 
Dear  Broteifh,  ^T  arrived  at  Imme  without  any  mishap  on 
S«lur.iny  of  tbi!  weok  I  l.'ft  you.  and  fimnd  nil  well.  I  bail  r.'ccivcd 
newspapers  from  Thibodwiuxville  ciuriiig  my  absence,  similar  to  tiioso 
Bent  to  father,  but  no  letters  respecting  the  rleath  of  our  brother.  I 
believe  I  WHS  lo  write  father  as   soon  as  1   returned,   but  I   have 
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nothing  farther  to  write,  and  jom  can  ahow  hiu  this.  I  will  imme- 
diAtely  let  hiin  know  what  answer  I  got  to  the  letter  I  shall  send  to 
the  South  bjr  this  maU,  respecting  our  dear  brother. 

I  enclose  tifteen  dollars,  and  wish  ;oa  to  let  me  know  that  yon  re- 
oelvo  it.  Destroy  my  note,  and  accept  my  thanks.  If  you  afford 
my  colt  plenty  of  ^uod  pasture,  hay,  and  salt,  it  is  all  I  wish,  unle«8 
he  ^ould  fall  away  badly  or  be  sick.  Your'a  buro  his  journey  well. 
Please  tell  Milton  Losk  that  I  wish  to  have  him  pay  over  the  money 
1  left  with  him  to  Julian,  without  delay. 

Affectionately  yours, 

John  Brown. 

P.  S<  I  want  to  be  informed  of  any  news  respecting  Salmon  as 
soon  as  any  of  yon  get  any. 

The  three  following  letters  are  all  that  I  have  received 
from  the  papers  of  Salmon  Brown,  who  wrote  a  neat  hand 
and  rather  a  diffuse,  ceremonious  style,  at  variance  with  the 
direct,  laconic  manner  of  his  father  and  brother,  but  who  re- 
sembled them  in  the  earnestness  with  which  he  pursued  his 
objects,  and  the  serious  affection  he  nmnifested  for  all  hia 
family,  and  particularly  for  his  father. 

Salvion  Brown  ia  Ototn  Brown,  Sr. 

HuNTSViLLE,  Ala.,  Feb.  28,  1829. 
Honored  Father,  —  In  order  to  avoid  that  circnmlocution  of 
"compliments,"  which  I  have  heard  you  mention  as  one  of  the  de- 
fects of  my  letters  in  general,  it  shall  be  the  objeot  of  this  to  make 
known  to  yon,  with  the  least  preamble  and  in  the  fewest  possible 
nnmbcr  of  words,  all  that  a  parent,  kind  and  solicitous  as  you  have 
ever  beeu,  might  desire  to  know  in  relation  to  tho  welfare  of  an  ab- 
sent child.  My  health,  thank  God,  has  been  uniformly  good  since  I 
was  at  Hudson  last  July.  Fmni  New  York,  if  I  mistake  not,  some- 
time in  the  month  of  September,  I  wrote  you  a  letter,  and  inclosed 
one  of  my  printed  circulars,  by  which  I  presumed  you  would  bo  made 
acquainted  with  the  lour  I  had  in  contemplation,  and  the  several 
pcnnts  to  which  letten  might  be  directed  in  season  to  reach  me. 
This  probably  waa  not  received  till  after  your  return  Irom  New 
England,  which  circumstanco  sufficiently  accounts  for  its  not  beihg 
answered.  I  ha\e  pursued  almost  literally  the  track  indicated  by  the 
dreular  alluded  to,  and  still  intend  to  persevere,  till  I  have  accom- 
plished the  entire  Jonmey.  My  operations  have  been  as  successful  as 
faeretolbrr,  thongh  I  have  experienced  more  delays  than  usual. '    On 
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leaving  this  pWo,  I  bIiqII  prooe«il  Soutli,  by  th.i  wnj  of  Tuwjaloiisii 
tuid  Mobile,  to  N<'w  Urieiiiis ;  but  haviug  husiums  U>  tnmuiot  kt  ■ 
great  inauy  intrjiiitiiiatp  places,  1  cwiDut  lieWnuino  wiih  iiiij  lirgree 
of  ci;rUiuiy  wbcu  1  simll  roa«li  there,  <ir  how  ewly  I  Khull  be  alilo  to 
leave  tliat  plauc  in  ihu  pjiring. 

This,  I  am  resolved,  ^!lull  bo  my  Inst  tour  in  tbo  UDilftl  SitttvB,  at 
least  on  the  eiieiisivi;  soul-  I  bnw"  iinipiiM«]  kit  the  liut  tlirw  yrara. 
I  however  still  iud'ud  to  rojtwl  which  I  diwloBed  lo 

you  last  summer ;  and  I  the  piMciit  opportuniiy  to 

thank  you  fur  Hit*  very  vii  eji  yon  suggested  to  me,  iu 

reapcet  of  availiTig  myself  which  my  trtivela  afford,  U) 

collect  malerialu  aud  infor  ule  tise  of  hereiincr  in  pub- 

lic lecturing.      I  have  refl  the  subject,  and  I  am  fully 

persuiiiled  the  businera  ini  •  a  giKMl  prantinal  aocoun^ 

in  reference  to  my  iutendei  iroad,     I  am  tliweforo  Ap- 

plying myself  to  the  subjt  leBt,  both  by  extending  my 

own  [H'rsimal  obBervtitioiis  ns  wiaeiy  as  possible,  atid  by  ponsiiltiug 
any  written  auihorily  which  inay  llirow  light  iijioa  my  olijccl  of 
research.  Hut  pmy  let  tliis  matter,  as  well  as  the  other,  real  for  the 
present  between  ourselves  ATchistfeli/. 

I  am  exceedingly  aiixioiis  to  receive  a  letter  from  you.  When 
ahall  I  l<e  griitilied  f  On  my.  arrival  at  New  Orleans  1  I  hope  bij. 
1  also  iiojM!  ihiit  y<iu  will  not  lie  sparing  of  tlie  local  news  of  your 
vieiiiily.  1  should  like  to  know  somethingof  the  results  of  your  jour- 
ney to  the  East.  You  doubtless  heard  of  me  iimong  our  fniuily 
rebitious.  I  »m  obliged  to  leave  off  abruptly,  un<)  1  will  not  delay 
sending  this  for  the  siike  of  filling  out  the  sheet  at  another  lime.  My 
love  to  all  our  family,  aud  to  my  friends  in  general.     Adieu. 

Saigon  Drown. 


St.  Lours,  June  18,  1829. 
lIosORED  Father,  —  Having  a-sccnded  tlie  river  to  this  place, 
aud  being  uuch-r  the  necessity  of  returtiiiig  again  to  Natchez  in  order 
to  diiae  some  unfinished  business,  I  write  lo  H<lvise  you  of  my  iii- 
ten<le<l  movements.  Hy  the  ordinary  course  of  steamboat  navigation 
1  shall  reach  there  (Satche/)  in  the  course  of  five  or  six  days,  and 
my  stay  iu  that  region  will  be  an  short  as  pissibln.  It  is  my  inten- 
tion afterwards  to  pr<K-eed  by  the  interior  of  Alabama  to  Florida,  and 
thence  through  Georgia  nml  the  Carolinas  to  the  North.  I  cannot  at 
this  time  name  with  certiiinly  any  place  where  letters  directed  to  my 
address  would  be  received,  though  Tallahassee  iu  Florida  would  seem 
to  bo  the  most  eligible  point  [  at  all  events,  t  hope  you  nill  write  to 
me  there.    I  left  New  Orieans  without  receiving  any  letters  from  you, 
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whicb  waa  a  great  disappoiattneiit.  I  however  made  arrangemeatB 
by  which  I  shtill  still  got  them,  if  aaj  come  on  to  that  post-office.  I 
have  enjoyed  good  health  and  thus  far  a  reasonable  sburo  of  proa- 
perity  in  the  prusecution  of  my  buBiaess,  though  delays  have  been 
wore  frequeot  thaa  I  anticipated,  and  of  longer  duration,  wliich  will 
be  the  means  of  detaining  lue  all  euinmer  in  the  Southern  country. 
I  beg  you  will  not  permit  yourself  to  be  uneasy  on  account  of  uiy 
liealtb.  I  shall  iivoid  the  low  country  on  the  sea-coast,  and  by  con- 
flniug  myself  to  the  high  ground  of  the  interior,  I  appreheud  very 
liltle  danger.  Finally,  go  where  I  may,  I  am  in  the  hands  of  the 
RHue  kind  Providence  that  him  heretofore  guided  me  safely  throiigh 
an  infinity  of  perils.  I  huve  been  preserved,  no  doubt,  for  some  wise 
purpose.  I  hope  it  may  be  to  accomplish  some  great  good  in  the 
world ;  if  not,  why  should  I  desire  to  live  T 

I  am  still  occupied,  heart  and  soul,  with  the  scheme  I  have  inti- 
mated to  you  before.  It  is  the  theme  of  my  constant  meditations, 
night  and  day;  and  I  am  devoting  all  my  leisure  uiomenis  for  its  ae- 
eomplishmeuL  That  the  design  is  a  good  and  laudable  one,  I  have 
no  donbt.    This  gives  me  confidence  to  expect  great  surceas.' 

I  cannot  write  more  at  this  moment,  but  if  I  am  prospered,  you 
afaall  bear  from  me  frequently.    Adieu. 

Your  aflectioDaie  son, 

S&LUON  Brown. 

Lduibvillb,  Kt.,  Aug.  22,  1S30. 

Honored  Father, — I  aviul  myself  of  the  first  moment  of  leisure 
on  my  arrival  at  this  place  to  relieve  you  from  the  anxiety  which  I 
am  eonsciooa  you  have  ere  this  begun  to  feel  on  yy  .lecount.  I  could 
not  have  neglected  writing  so  long  had  I  anticipated  the  possibility  of 
being  detained  so  long  at  the  South.  One  cause  of  dcky  nFcer  an- 
other prolonged  the  period  of  my  departure  from  New  Orleans  till  tlie 
latter  part  of  July,  and  having  to  stop  at  several  places  on  the  river 
where  I  bad  business  to  look  after,  and  the  rivers  being  almost  too 
low  for  steamboat  navigation  at  this  tieason,  August  has  almost  passeil 
away  before  I  could  reach  here.  My  health,  thank  God,  has  bceu 
uniformly  good,  and  I  am  quite  well  at  tliis  time. 

I  am  withont  news  fniin  any  of  my  family  or  friends  these  several 
mouths  past,  which  makes  me  exceedingly  anxious  about  their  wel- 
fiire.     I  hope  some  of  yui>  will  write  iustantly  on  receiving  this,  and 

I  It  does  not  appear  wlint  this  "laudable  deaifin"  waa,  but  it  muat  have 
been,  in  part  at  ieuA,  of  a  ]>ul>lic  nature.  At  thia  time  Sahiion  Brown  was 
twenty-aeven  yean  old.  He  was  the  bmtlier  next  iu  age  to  John,  and  was 
at  mIuwI  with  him  for  a  time  in  Connecticut. 
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dircKt  to  Wheeling.  VirgiiiU,  wh«ro  1  I'X^K.'Ct  to  bo  in  the  miirwt  of 
three  or  fuur  weeks.  Il  is  impiMslhle  fur  me  \a  determinu  wliether  I 
can  visit  Hudsiiii  this  full  or  nut.  1  nm  eugaged  sliout  suine  poliliiwl 
arrangeinenta  JD  uppu^iliun  tii  the  [iresent  uDiiriariplod  and  c<irru|it 
AJniiuistratiuu,  to  whii-ti  I  have  become  bd  coininitted  as  uot  to  bo 
'.r  of  my  uwd  time.  Ttie  urrangeuicnta  ailuded  to  have  for  their 
'Untry ;  and  believing  thiil  I 
I  wAy,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty 
lucu  to  Fntukfort,  theuoc  to 
iw  to  Whe<.'litig.  If  it  sluill 
I  proceed  to  the  euutwnrd, 

^  fruin  an  unknown  e^ueo, 
ve  been  cuiivciiiUH  thiit  this 
t  being  able  to  apply  any 
as   I   have  the   year  yael. 

all  my  friends  afiuctionately.      Yeara  do  but  JDcreaBe  attd  confirm  the 
sense  of  filiiil  duty  and  gratitude  with  which  1  rctiiuiu 
YoQi-  son, 

S  ALU  ON  Brown. 

'  Henry  Clay  lived  nrar  T.cxington,  and  it  was  doubtless  in  the  interest 
of  that  sUtfsmsn  uid  Ida  friends  tliat  young  BroHn  undertook  this  crusade 
ogninst  the  "  unprincipled  and  eorrupt  adniinjal  ration  "  uf  GeflemlJackson, 
who  had  been  olectoil  in  1823  and  inaugumlcd  in  1829,  in  apite  ofClay,  — 
defiinling  John  Quinpy  Adams.  I  have  not  jet  founil  copies  of  Brown's 
"  New  Orleans  Bee,"  but  doubtless  the  sling  of  this  journal  was  directed 
ogaingt  Jacktion  in  th«  city  which  ha  rescued  fioni  Bitliah  invaaion. 


object  the  best  it 
Qiiiy  be  instrunu'nlitl  in  du 
to  exert  uiy  enileiivors.  1 
Loxingtuu,'  tlicuco  to  Maj 
be  possible  for  lac  to  \'ieit 
I  will  do  so. 

An  infirmity  of  my  net 
makes  il  ditliciili  in  write 
wuB  growing  on  me  fur 
remedy.  I  never  lived  l 
Pray  present  me  to  the  retollecUo 
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CHAPTER   II. 
YOUTH  AND  EARLY  MANHOOD. 

JOHN  BROWN'S  childhood  passed,  like  that  of  most 
boys  ia  a  new  country,  in  the  midst  of  active  labor 
and  rude  sport,  hut  with  little  advant:^  of  schooling  at 
home.  Like  all  serions-minded  lads  of  Puritan  stock,  how- 
ever, he  dreamed  at  one  time  of  completing  his  education  in 
a  college,  and  then  studying  for  the  ministry.  He  "  expe- 
rienced religion,"  and  joined  the  "  Orthodox  "  or  Congre- 
gational Church  at  Hudson  in  1816.  Soon  after  this  he 
revisited  Connecticut,  and  went  to  the  town  of  Canton  to 
consult  a  kinsman  of  his  father,  the  Rev.  Jeremiah  Hal- 
lock,  concerning  bis  studies  in  divinity,  —  whose  advice 
was  that  Owen  Brown's  son  should  fit  for  Amherst  College 
(where  bis  uncle,  the  Rev,  Heman  Humphrey,  was  soon 
to  be  President),  and  that  bis  teacher  should  be  tbe  Rev. 
Hoses  Hallock,  of  Plainfield,  in  Massachusetts.'  This 
school  at  Plainfield  was  famous  for  graduating  ministers 
and  missionaries,  and  tbe  poet  Bryant  bad  been  a  student 
there  a  few  years  before,  —  Plainfield  being  next  to  Cum- 
mington,  where  Bryant  was  bom,  and  not  far  from  Amherst. 
No  doubt  the  lad's  hope  was  to  fit  himself  at  Plainfield  and 
then  enter  at  Amherst,  working  his  way  by  his  own  efforts, 
as  so  many  young  men  have  since  done.    But  be  was  at- 

t  John  Brown  aRems  to  have  been  for  a  abort  time  at  tbe  Morris 
Aeadem;  in  Connecticat,  in  compHny  with  bis  younger  brother  Satman, 
•Irettdy  mentioned.  A  story  of  tbe  two  brothprs  ix  toM,  bow  John, 
finding  that  Salmon  had  committed  some  school  offence,  for  which  tbe 
teacher  had  pardoned  him,  said  to  the  teacher:  "  Mr.  Vftill,  if  SolmoD  had 
done  this  thing  at  home,  father  woidd  hare  punished  him.  I  know  be 
wonid  eipect  you  to  punish  him  now  for  doing  this,  —  and  if  yon  don't,  I 
ahalL"  That  nigbt,  finding  that  Salmon  was  likely  to  escape  punishment, 
John  made  good  bia  word,  —  more  in  sorrow  than  iu  anger,  —  ginng  his 
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tacked  with  inflammation  of  the  cyoa,  which  soon  bocame 
serious,  so  tiiat  ho  was  forced  to  give  up  study,  and  go  Ijack 
to  his  fathers  taii-yard  in  Hudson.  The  time  spent  at  the 
Plainfield  school  was  short,  and  there  are  few  reniiniscenctis 
of  him  at  that  jjeriod.  In  December,  1859,  Heman  Hallock, 
the  youngest  son  of  the  Rev.  Moaes  Hallock,  wrote  to 
his  brother  tJei'ard  editor  of  the  New  York 

"Journal  of  Commt  ff  a  :  — 

"  Your  youngest  bro  lior  JnUu  Brown,  who  BtuUieil 

at  our  house       How  lo  ■,  or  ul  what  period,  I  do  iiiit 

know      I  thmk  it  tnutl  lo  Uinn  of  luy  visits  to  Phiiu- 

fielil,  when  I  wna  or  nhoTst  Academy,  porhnjii  in 

ISl^  cr  1820     I  li)L\e  t  Brawn '  on  my  Ust  of  falhvr'B 

Btuilenta      It  is  B.iid  ihi  tive  of  Undo  Jeremiah  Bal- 

locii's  wifo,  nuJ  that  Ub  ....  ,-  lim  to  PLuDlicld-  He  wna  a 
tall,  seiiiitc,  dignifioil  young  roan,  from  twenty-two  to  twenty-five 
years  old '  He  had  hccn  a  tanner,  and  relinquished  a  proBperoos 
business  fc)r  the  purpose  of  iutfllwitiinl  iuiprovcnicut.  Hp  brought 
with  him  a  ^ilcco  of  siilc-lcntlicr  alxnit  a  font  square,  which  he  had 
himself  tiiunpd,  fr>r  seven  years,  to  re-sole  his  boots.  He  had  also 
a  piece  of  sheep-skin  which  lie  had  tanned,  and  of  whicji  he  cut 
Bouio  strips,  about  an  eighth  of  an  inch  wide,  fur  other  sludenta  to 
pull  upon.  Father  took  one  string,  iiud  winding  it  around  his  tin- 
gcm  said,  with  a  triumphant  turn  of  the  eye  and  moulh,  '  I  shall 
snap  it.'  The  very  marked  yet  kind  iuiiuovableness  of  the  young 
man's  faec,  on  seeing  Tiitlter's  defeat,  fathei''3  own  look,  and  the 
position  of  people  and  things  iu  the  old  kitchen,  Bomehow  gave 
me  a  fixed  recollection  of  tins  little  iucideut." 

From  theology,  young  Brown  turned  hia  attention  to  sur- 
veying ;  and  his  text-book,  "  Flint's  Survey,"  now  owned  by 
his  son  John  Brown,  Jr.,  bears  date  at  Hudson  in  1820.  He 
Ix'came  a  skilful  surveyor ;  but  his  chief  occupation  from 
1819  for  neai'ly  twenty  years  was  the  tanning  of  leatlier, 

'  The  miiturity  of  John  Biviwn'a  npjienranec  nt  tlie  agi;  of  nineteen  is 
shown  by  tbi9  reinark :  he  could  not  have  turn  twenty  years  old  when  ntuily- 
iiigntPUinrietd.  Myowndatcfortliise!(iH.rienc«H-oiiid  be  1813;  for  Brown 
van  mairiixt  to  Diantiii!  Lnsk,  June  21,  IS20.  Hp  bad  previously  \)^m  •hx- 
appnititcd  in  love,  and  ns  he  said  in  n  lettvr  writl«n  from  Gerrjt  Smith's 
house,  Fub.  24,  ]  8,>fl,  "  felt  for  a  number  of  years  in  earlier  life  a  steady, 
strong  desire  to  die."  This  letter  wilt  be  found  on  a  hiter  ii«^,  in  ita  due 
conuection. 
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.  wbioh  his  father  had  taught  him,  and  in  which  he  had  ac- 
quired much  skill  before  1820,  as  may  be  inferred  from  his 
autobiography.  His  log-house  and  tan-yard  were  a  mile 
or  more  from  his  father's,  and  northwest  of  the  village  of 
Hudson.     The  home  which  waB  built  under  his  direction  in 

ilS24  is  a  la^  wooden  farm-house,  standing  in  pleasant  ru- 
ral scenery ;  and  Hudson  itself,  which  is  one  of  the  oldest  vil- 
lages in  Northern  Ohio,  and  for  many  years  the  seat  of  a  small 
college,  has  the  air  of  a  thriving  Connecticut  town.  When 
John  Brown  first  occupied  his  cabin  in  1819-20,  he  was  un- 
married, and  hie  housekeeper  was  Mrs.  Lusk,  the  widow  of 
Amos  Lusk,  a  Hudson  farmer,  and  the  mother  of  Brown's 
future  wife.  Her  brother,  Milton  Lusk,  who  was  living  in 
1882,  gave  me  then  some  reminiscences  of  his  brother-in-law, 
which  may  serve  to  complete  the  sketch  drawn  by  Brown 
himself  of  his  resolute,  serious,  and  headstrong  youth. 

"  I  am  DOW  Beventy-niae  yenn  old,"  said  this  kiDsmaa  of  John 
Brown,  "for  I  was  born  in  180.'),  my  sisler  Diantlic  in  1801,  and 
-  Bruwn  in  1600.  I  knew  him  from  a  buy,  went  to  school  with  him, 
and  remember  well  what  a  commanding  disposition  he  always  had. 
There  was  once  a  Democratic  school  and  a  Federal  school  in  Hudson 
village,  and  the  boys  used  to  snow-ball  each  other.  Brown  and  I 
were  fedcralins,  as  our  fathers,  Squire  Brown  and  Captain  Lusk, 
were.  One  day  the  Democratic  boys  found  a  wet  hollow  in  the  bat- 
tle-field of  snow-balls,  Hnd  began  to  throw  wet  balls,  which  wore 
'  hard  and  hurt '  masterly.'  John  stood  this  fur  a  while,  —then  ho 
I  '  ro«hed  alune  upon  the  littlo  Deinocrata,  and  drove  them  all  before 
hitn  into  their  schoolhonse.  He  did  not  seem  to  be  angry,  but  there 
tntfi  such  force  and  mastery  in  what  he  did,  that  everything  gave  way 
beffire  him.  He  doted  on  being  the  head  of  the  heap,  and  he  was ; 
he  duted  on  his  ability  to  hit  the  mark.  Dianthc,  uiy  sister,  was  not 
tall  like  my  father  (who  fought  at  the  siege  of  Sandusky  and  died  in 
the  spriog  of  1813),  but  about  her  mother's  height ;  she  was  plain, 
but  attracted  John  Brown  by  her  quiet,  amiable  dispositinn.  She 
was  my  guiding-star,  my  guardian  angel ;  she  sung  beautifully, 
most  always  sarred  hymns  and  tunes ;  and  she  had  a  place  in  the 
woods,  not  far  from  the  house,  where  slie  used  to  go  alone  to  pray. 
She  took  me  there  sometimes  to  pray  with  me.  She  was  a  pleasant, 
eheetfnl  person,  but  not  funny;  she  never  said  anything  but  what 
■he  meaut.  When  mother  and  Dianthe  were  keeping  house  fiir 
Jnhn  Brown  at  the  old  log-cabin  where  he  had  his  tannery,  I  was 
working  as  a  boy  at  Squire  Hudson's  in  the  village,  and  bad  no 
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timo  to  go  up  nut!  sci 

'Milton,  I  vHfh  yu 
bath.'     I  saUl,   'Jul 
and   I  Htayed   a.v,uy  u  long  t 
would  not  go  to  the  wedding. 
him  for  soine  jeurs  ;  but  wtiet 
bad  lay  cimtrcivcrsv  ui' 
with  me,  and  slird  teiir 
llnd  thought.      Afn>r  L 
feci  sure  that  your  iimtl 
was  tasty  in  lji»  ilir-ss, 
when  be  wasbt'd  him,  l 

John  Brown,  Jr.,  ■ 
in  Hudson,  gives  th 
recollections  of  that  i.^.^..^^ 

"  Our  house,  on  u  lano  which 
under  Tiitlici's  direction  in  1824,  imJ 

'  Hudson  vaa  named  fur  a  Conn 
Goslirti,    1758),  uommonlj  calW   ' 
there  in  ITSS,  niid  nbnsc  dniifjhle 
in  1878,  «-as  tlic  first  white  I'hili 
l>uri«l  in  the  fpniPli-rj-  not  fnr  from 
a  young  hemlork  trve,  twelve  fi-et       g 
in   1878.     Squire  Hudson  gave  tin- 
em  Reserve  CoUepe  was  Imilt  ;  be 
Rtiolilionist,   like   Owen   Brown, 
formerly  a  m^hoolmnte  of  John  Bro 
eollef^  at  Hudson,  lelln  me  that  be  m 
temlirr,  1831,   eonilntt  from  bis  |m>s 


my  mother  and  rister  except  8uDd&yii.>    Brown 

iind  he  did  a't  like  that ;  one  day  be  avid  to  me, 

tvould  nut  malcp  your  vIhIIh  bt<ru  un  tho  Sftb- 

I,  I  won't  iiome  Sunday,  uar  nny  uther  day,' 

lie.     Wh«ti  Diauthe  Uiix  inurriinl,  I 

I  did  not  get  ahnig  vi-ry  well  with 

he  was  living  in  I'enuBylvaniR,  and  I 

HudMn,  ho  munn  and  jirayetl 

pH  I  Wft»  ne*ir«r  right  thiin  \w 

he  Miid  til  Johu,  hi*  eon,  '  I 

nie  Hnd  influpDcing  me.'    He 

ug,  bathing,  hnishing,  etc. ; 

ir  bnck  fWiiii  hla  foreheud." 

at  his  fiithpr's  first  home 
»:ount  of  one  of  his  firat 


main  roada,  was  biiilt 
ill  Btiiuds  much  an  be  huilt  it 


m 


had  j 


wliieh  f 


r.  WriRht  .■Huie  within  hea 
"ThiiuktirKlfor  that!     1  am  plad 
Inst  !  "    luqiiiriiiK  what  the  news  w 
slnvps  liHVe  risen  down  in  Virginia, 
we  did  for  ours.     I  pniy  r.od  they  m 
ton  mnssaere"  of  Aug.  2a,  1831.  in 
"laves,  raised  n  revolt  in  Soulhnnijit 
Swnmp  in  Virginia,  and  had  killer)  n 
of  a  single  follower,  when  his  lianil  v 
Turner  escaped  ari-est  for  eight  wei-ks  longer,  hut  wi 
1831.  tried  Noveinl>er  5,  nml  hnngeJ  N"ov™d*r  11,  ah 
eight  years  before  John  Brown's  eiecution,  Dec.  2,  18. 


disjiei-snl  on  the  S.'ith  at  Angus' 
jitured  Oct.  S( 
e.\actly  tuentj 
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with  the  gBT^en  and  orchard  aroand  it  which  he  hud  out  lu  the 
rear  of  the  house  vras  then  »  wuod,  now  guoe,  oa  a  knoll  leadiug 
down  to  the  brooli  which  supplicii  the  tan-pits.  I  whs  bom  in  an 
older  log-house.  When  I  was  four  or  five  years  old,  and  probubly  no 
later  than  1825,  there  came  uue  night  a  fugitive  slave  aud  his  wife 
to  father's  door,  —  scDt,  perhaps,  by  eume  tuwusuan  who  knew  John 
Brown'o  compassion  for  such  wsyfarera,  then  but  few.  They  were 
the  first  oolored  people  I  had  sees ;  and  when  the  wotnan  took  uie 
up  on  her  knee  and  kissed  me,  I  rau  swsy  as  quick  as  I  could, 
and  rubbed  my  fiiee  '  to  get  tlie  black  off; '  fur  I  thought  she  would 
'  crock '  me,  like  mother's  kettle.  Mother  gnve  the  poor  creatures 
some  supper;  but  they  thought  themselves  pursued,  and  were  un- 
easy. Presently  hlher  heard  the  trainpitng  uf  horses  crossing  a 
bridge  on  one  of  the  main  roads,  hulf  a  mile  oS';  so  he  took  his  guests 
ont  the  back  door  and  down  into  tbe  swsmp  uear  the  brook,  to  hide, 
giving  them  arms  to  defend  themselves,  but  returning  to  the  house 
to  await  the  event.  It  proved  a  false  ulann :  the  horsemen  were 
people  of  the  ncigtiborhoml  going  to  Hudson  village.  FHtber  then 
went  out  into  the  dark  wood,  —  for  it  was  night, — and  had  some 
difficulty  iu  finding  bis  fugitives ;  finally  lie  was  guided  to  the  spot 
by  the  sound  of  the  man's  heart  throbbing  for  feur  of  capture.  He 
brought  them  into  the  bouse  again,  sheltered  them  awhile,  and  sent 
them  on  their  way."  g 

At  this  time  John  Brown  could  not  hare  been  more  than 
twenty-six  years  old.  The  children  of  hia  first  marrii^ 
were  bom,  married,  and  died  as  follows :  — 

John  Brown,  Jr.,  born  July  25,  1821,  at  Hudson,  Ohio; 
married  Wealthy  C.  Hotchkiss,  July,  1847. 

Jason  Brown,  Jan.  19,  1823,  at  Hudson ;  married  Ellen 
Sherbondy,  July,  1847. 

Owen  Brown,  Nov.  4,  1824,  at  Hudson  (never  married). 

Frederick  Brown  (1),  Jan.  9,  1827,  at  Richmond,  Pa.} 
died  March  31, 1831. 

Ruth  Brown,  Feb.  18,  1829,  at  Richmond,  Pa. ;  married 
Henry  Thompson,  Sept.  26,  1850. 

Frederick  Brown  (2),  Dec.  31,  1830,  at  Richmond,  Pa. ; 
murdered  at  Ossawatomie  by  Rev.  Martin  White,  Aug.  30. 
-1866. 

An  infant  son,  Aug.  7, 1832 ;  was  buried  with  his  mother 
three  dayi  after  his  birth,  at  Richmond,  Pa. 

A  letter  of  John  Brown  to  his  father,  of  which  only  a 
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porlion  is  presrrvpd,  describes  the  death  of  his  first  wife  in 
the  most  touching  inauner.  Her  chara<!ter  has  already  been 
given  in  the  friigiufntary  autobiography,  and  in  the  recollec- 
tions of  her  biuthcr,  Milton  Luak.  She  was  descended 
through  her  [imther  (Mary  Adams,  of  West  Stockbridge, 
Mass,,  daughtt'i-  ul  John  Adams,  an  ai-my  contractor  in  the 
Revolution)  I'rom  ihi  "ora  as  John  Adams  the 

second  President,  ai  lams  the  Revolutionary 

patriot.^      Of   the   se  above-named,    the    four 

eldest  are  still  livim  ihn  and  Owen  at  Put-in- 

Bay  Island,  Ohio  ;  an  tuth  (who  married  a  New 

Hampshire  farmer's  .  ompson,  at  North  Elba, 

N.  y.)  at  Pasadena, '  ebted  to  all  of  them  for 

"■  many  details  of  tht  ireer,  and  many  letters 

^  lu  Decoiiiber,  1S<J7,  John  Urowu,  Jr.,  copied  ilie  foilowing  record  from 
the  Liuk  fnniily  Bible  in  tlie  possession  of  Judge  Stephen  H.  Pitkin,  hut- 
baud  of  hid  aunt  Julia  Lusk,  by  which  it  appi>an<  thnt  ilary  (Adams) 
Lusk  was  live  years  older  tjian  hur  huabauJ,  auil  was  a  uiduw  when  Cup- 
tain  Lusk  inai'i'i<!<l  her  ;  — 

Amos  Luak,  bom  Thursday,  March  fl,  1773  ;  Mary  iHull)  Luak  (hU 
wife),  lK>rii  SuudHy,  May  15,  1708  ;  S"l-hia  Hull,  boni  Wolncsday,  AprU 
29,  ITS9  ;  I.atira  Hull,  born  Thui-silay,  Dec.  8, 17U1  ;  Miuei-vn  Luak,  bom 
Sunday,  Oct  I(j,  1795  ;  Maria  Luak,  burn  Sunday,  June  27, 1797  ;  Loring 
Luak,  1)orii  Tuesday,  June  3,  1799  ;  Diiinthe  Lusk,  born  Monday,  Jan.  IS, 
1801  ;  Milton  Adiiins  Lusk,  born  Thursday,  June  2,  1803  ;  Juliau  H. 
Lusk,  bom  Monday,  Sept.  18.  1805  ;  Su]ihia  H.  Lusk,  bom  Thursitay, 
July  28,  1808  ;  .Iiilia  Lusk,  lioni  Satimiay,  Feb.  10,  1810  ;  Edward  Lusk, 
biim  Tuesday,  Dec..  31.  1811  ;  Laura  Hull,  married  Srpt.  23,  1810  ;  Auioa 
Lusk,  died  May  21,  1813;  Dianthe  Luak  Brown,  died  Aug.  10,  1S32  ; 
Mary  Lusk,  wife  of  Auioa  Luak,  died  Jan.  SO,  1343. 

Captain  Luak  ntmovcd  to  Ohio  from  East  Bloomlirld,  N.  Y.,  with  his 
family,  then  consisting  of  his  wife  and  her  aix  children  (including  So])hi<i 
and  lAun  Hull  by  her  first  hualmnd),  in  1801.  Several  families,  includ- 
ing his  sLsti'r's  (Mrs.  Harinnh  l.indlcy),  made  n|i  the  emigmtiui;  )inrty. 
Biilfalo  was  then  a  small  village,  and  Ohio  nlmoat  an  uiibrnkeli  wilderneas. 
On  their  journey,  while  atoppjng  at  a  tavem,  an  incident  oivsurrcd  wliiell 
mme  near  teiTninating  the  life  of  Dianthe  Lusk,  then  n  baby  six  weeks  old. 
While  the  mother  was  prepariuf"  food  for  llieir  breakfast,  the  father,  anx- 
ious  to  move  on  in  the  inornin);,  proceeded  to  gather  up  the  bedding,  on 
which,  unperceivrd  by  him,  the  baby  was  Ivi'if;.  Pillows,  blankets,  etc, 
WGi-e  thrown  on  the  feather-bed,  and  ipilckly  Ued  t^'tlier  with  a  ra]f,  and 
the  whole  hastily  rolled  downstairs.  The  mother,  recolleetina  where  she 
had  left  her  baby,  gave  the  alarm,  hut  by  the  time  it  could  be  uncovered 
it  was  nearly  lifeless. 


tBSe.]  YOUTH  AND  EARLT  HAimOOD.  87 

which  concern  the  family.  Kuth,  the  only  daughter  of  the 
first  marriage,  gives  me  these  incidents  of  her  early  re- 
collections :  — 

"  Father  used  to  hold  all  his  children,  while  the;  were  little,  at 
night,  and  sing  his  fevorila  songs,  one  of  which  was,  '  Blow  ye  the 
trumpet,  hlo'w!'  One  evening  alter  he  had  been  eingiug  to  me,  he 
asked  ine  how  I  would  like  to  have  some  poor  little  black  children 
that  were  slaves  (explaiuiog  to  tne  the  meaning  of  slaves)  come  and 
live  with  us;  and  asked  me  if  I  wonld  be  williog  to  divide  my  food 
and  cliiihes  with  them.  He  made  euch  an  iinpreEsion  on  my  sympa- 
thies, that  the  first  colored  person  I  ever  saw  (it  was  a  man  I  met  on 
the  street  in  Meadville,  Peno.,)  1  felt  suci)  pity  for  him  that  1  wanted 
to  ask  him  if  he  did  not  want  to  come  and  live  ut  our  house.  When 
1  was  ux  or  seven  yeare  old,  a  little  incident  took  place  in  the  (church 
at  Franklin,  Ohio  (of  which  all  the  older  part  of  our  fsmily  were 
members),  which  caused  quite  an  cscitcmeDt.  Father  hired  a  col- 
ored man  and  his  wife  to  work  for  him,  — he  on  the  form,  and  she  in 
the  house.  They  were  very  reajiectablo  people,  and  we  thought  a 
great  deal  of  them.  One  Sunday  the  woman  went  to  church,  and 
was  seated  noar  the  door,  or  somewhere  back.  This  aroused  father's 
indignation  at  once.  He  asked  both  of  them  to  go  the  next  Sunday ; 
they  fulloned  the  &mily  in,  and  he  seated  them  in  hia  pew.  The 
whole  congregation  were  shocked ;  the  minister  looked  ungry ;  but  I 
remember  father's  firm,  determined  look.  The  whole  church  were 
down  on  him  then."  She  adds :  "  My  brothers  were  so  disgusted  to 
■ee  such  a  mockery  of  religion  that  they  left  the  church,  and  have 
never  belonged  to  another." 

This  daughter  remembers  when  she  waa  admitted  to  the 
church,  in  Richmond,  by  baptism.    She  says  :  — 

"The  first  recollectinn  I  have  of  father  was  being  carried  through 
ft  piece  of  woods  on  Sunday,  to  attend  a  meeting  held  at  a  neighbor's 
house.  After  we  had  been  at  the  house  a  little  while,  father  and 
mother  stood  up  and  held  us,  while  the  minister  put  water  on  our 
faces.  After  we  sat  don^n,  father  wiped  my  face  with  a  brown  silk 
handkerchief  with  yellow  spots  on  it  in  diamond  shape.  It  seemed 
beautiful  to  ine,  and  I  thought  how  good  he  wns  to  wi])c  my  facw 
with  that  pretty  handkerchief  Ho  showed  a  great  deal  of  tenderness 
in  that  and  other  ways.  He  sometimes  seemed  very  stem  and  strict 
with  me;  yet  his  tenderness  made  me  forget  that  he  was  stem.  He 
t»1d  me,  a  few  years  before  his  death,  to  ronson  calmly  with  my  chil- 
dren when  they  had  done  wrong,  and  in  that  way  encourage  them 
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U>  be  tnitliful;  Hiiii  iii-'M-r  to  puniali  tliwn,  wiiilevor  liiey  had  done, 
if  they  t»ld  the  truth  abuut  it.  Suld  hu  i  '  If  1  had  my  life  lu  live 
over  iigHin,  I  ahuuld  d»  very  differently  with  my  ululdreu.  I  mOHOt 
tu  do  right,  bill.  I  eun  svu  ucjW  whvro  I  fiiilod.' 

"  Wiieucvcr  he  aud  I  were  ukrne,  lie  never  faded  to  give  oie  the 
best  uf  advice,  just  such  ns  &  true  oud  auxiuUH  mother  would  {^ve  h 
diiughler.  He  iilwajd  BOOioed  intnrc«li!d  iu  uiy  work,  aud  would 
cinne  around  and  luuk  n'  ■'  "■'■""  '  -i*  BL-wiog  or  knitting ;  Hiid 
wlifn  I  was  leaniJiii;  In  s  rHiacd  mc,  if  he  s«w  thai  I 

was  iuiproving,    i  Iv  um-A  t  do  whatever  you  do  in  the 

very  heat  possilde  uiauiu^i 

Writing  to  lluth  w  eighteen  years  old,  her 

father  said :  — 

"  I  will  just  tell  jou  «■! 
ttn  ahscut  daughter,  aud  I 
I  feel  most  llii-ir  iiii]viila 

"What  feelings  and  luonves  govfern  hert  lu  what  mauner  does 
ehe  speud  her  liuio  ?  Who  are  her  assuciulesf  iluvr  does  she  con- 
duct in  woni  aud  actiim  1  Is  she  iuiproving  gcuerally  1  Is  she  pro- 
vided for  with  such  tilings  as  she  needs,  or  is  slio  iu  wautt  Does 
Bhe  enjoy  hereelf,  or  is  she  lonely  «ud  sadf  Is  she  among  real 
irieuils,  or  is  she  disliked  and  despised  t 

"  Such  are  some  of  the  questions  which  arise  in  the  mind  of  a  certain 
anxious  fiilher ;  and  if  you  have  a  satisfactory  answer  to  them  in 
your  own  mind,  be  can  rest  satisfied." 

The  testimony  of  all  John  Brown's  children  is  the  same 
rest>ectiDg  his  domestic  life  and  his  affection  for  them. 
His  daughter  has  perhaps  related  more  particulars  of  his 
home  life,  because  she  saw  it  more  constantly,  —  having 
seldom  been  separated  from  him  until  her  marriage,  except 
by  his  long  absences  upon  business,  of  which  more  will  be 
said  hereafter.  She  thus  describes  his  reading  and  his 
family  worship,  as  she  i-emembers  it:  — 

"  My  dear  father's  fiivorite  biwks,  of  a  hlMoricnl  eharacter,  were 
'  RolUu's  Ancient  History.'  Josephus,  Plutarch,  '  Nnpoleim  and 
his  Marshals,'  and  tlic  Life  of  Oliver  Cn>mwell.  Of  religious 
Itooks,  Baxter's  '  Saints'  Rest '  (in  s[ieahiiig  uf  wliieh  nt  one  time  ho 
Bald  lie  could  not  see  how  any  person  muld  read  it  through  ean^fully 
without  becoming  a  Christian),  the  '  Pilgrim's  Progress,'  and  Henry 
'On  Meekness.'  But  almvc  all  others,  the  Bl bio  was  bis  favorite 
volume ;  and  he  bad  snch  a  perfect  knowledge  of  it,  that  when  any 
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person  vas  reading  it,  he  would  oorrect  the  least  miertake.  His 
favorit«  pasMges  were  these,  ae  near  as  I  can  reiueraber :  — 

"  '  Remember  them  that  are  in  bonds  as  bound  with  them.' 

"  '  Whoso  stoppeth  his  ear  at  the  cry  of  the  poor,  he  also  shall 
cry  himself,  bat  shall  not  be  heard.' 

"  '  He  tliat  hath  a  bountiful  eye  shaU  be  blessed;  fur  he  givoth  his 
bread  to  the  poor.' 

"  *  A  good  name  is  rather  to  be  chosen  than  great  riches,  and 
loving  fiivor  rather  than  silver  or  gold.' 

"  '  Wboeo  inocketb  the  poor,  reproacheth  his  Maker;  and  he  that 
is  glad  at  ealaiuities,  shall  not  be  unpunished.' 

"  'He  that  hath  pity  upon  the  poor  lendeth  to  the  Lord,  and  that 
which  he  hath  given  will  He  pay  to  him  again.' 

" '  Give  to  him  that  asheth  of  thee,  and  from  faim  that  would 
borrow  of  thee  turn  not  thou  away.' 

"  '  A  righteous  man  rcgardeth  the  life  of  his  beast;  but  the  tender 
mercies  of  the  wicked  are  crnel.' 

"  '  Withhold  not  good  from  them  to  whom  it  is  due,  when  it  is  in 
the  power  of  thine  hand  to  do  it.' 

"  '  Except  th^Lord  build  the  house,  they  labor  in  vain  that  build 
it;  except  the  Lord  keepeth  the  city,  the  watchman  walketh  in 

"  '  I  bate  vain  thoughts,  but  thy  law  do  I  love.' 

"  The  last  chapter  of  Ecclcsiastes  was  a  favorite  one,  and  on  Fast- 
days  and  Thanksgivings  he  used  very  often  to  read  the  fifty-ei{|lith 
chapter  of  Istuah. 

"  When  be  wonid  come  home  at  night,  tired  out  with  labor,  he 
would,  before  going  to  bed,  ask  some  of  the  &mily  to  read  chapters 
(as  was  bis  usual  course  night  and  uiDruing);  and  would  almost 
always  say,  'Bead  one  of  David's  Psalms.' 

"  His  fovorite  hymns  (Watts's)  were  these :  '  Blow  ye  the  trum- 
pet, blow  ! '  '  Sweet  is  Thy  word,  my  God,  my  King  I '  '  I  '11  praise 
my  Maker  with  my  breath ; '  '  Oh,  happy  is  the  man  who  hears ! ' 
'  Why  should  we  start,  and  fear  to  die  ! '  '  With  songs  and  honors 
Bounding  loud ; '  '  Ah,  lovely  appearance  of  death  ! ' " 

John  Brown,  Jr.,  says  that  the  first  time  he  ever  saw  his 
father  kneel  in  prayer  was  when  he  communicated  to  the 
older  children  (about  1837)  his  purpose  to  make  active  war 
upon  slavery,  and  then  implored  the  blessing  of  God  upon 
Buch  an  undertaking,  and  His  pity  for  the  oppressed  slaves. 
The  three  sons  entered  into  a  solemn  compact  with  their 
&ther  to  labor  for  emancipation ;  and  when,  in  1S3S,  and 
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subsequently,  .John  t!ie  eldest  son  went  from  home  to  get 
a  better  education,  l.is  father  said  "  he  had  lost  one  of  tlte 
main  spokes  of  liis  wheel,"  Owen  Brown,  like  his  son, 
was  fervent  in  ]>r;iytT  ;  and  it  was  noticed  that  he,  though 
a  sad  3tamia(!ri*r  in  conrersatioD,  spoke  much  more  clearly 
in  prayer. 

There  was  always  g — *■ '— -^ m  and  delieacy  in  John 

Brown's  conrhiut  tow;  ly,  notwitli standing  the 

natural  austerity  of  In  childhood  he  gov- 

erned them   strictly,  the  rod;  but  no  sooner 

were  they  men  and  w(  ceased  to  command  and 

almost  to  request  thei  mt  left  it  for  them  to  bfl 

persuaded  in  their  owi  I'ds  any  course  he  wished 

them  to  take.     He  vi  >arted  to  them  his  own 

fixed  purposes  in  reg  y,  and  sought  their  co- 

operation, wliitih  they  readily  gavo.     Ruth's  rerainiscenoes  • 
show  this,  and  so  oho  does  this  curious  letter,  written  and 
franked  by  John  Brown  when  he  was  postmaster,  under 
President  Jackson,  at  Randolph,  Pa.' 

John  Brown  to  his  brother  Frederick. 

RANDOLrH,  Nov.  21,  1834. 
Dear  Brother,  —  As  1  have  had  only  one  Idler  from  Hudson 
since  you  left  hero,  au<l  that  some  weeks  eince,  I  begin  to  get  uneaBy 
and  a|j[)reheD8ive  that  all  is  Dot  well.  1  had  sntiafied  my  miud  aliout 
it  for  some  time,  in  expectation  of  seeing  ththcr  here,  but  I  begin  to 
give  that  up  for  the  present.  Since  you  left  tne  I  have  been  trying 
to  devise  some  means  whereby  I  might  do  something  in  a  praclioul 
way  for  my  poor  fellow-men  who  are  in  bondage,  and  having  fully 
consulted  the  feelings  of  my  wife  and  my  three  boys,  we  liave  agreed 
to  get  at  least  one  negro  boy  or  youth,  and  bring  him  up  as  we  do  our 
own,  —  viz.,  give  him  a  good  Eoglisli  education,  learn  him  what  wo 
ean  about  the  history  of  the  world,  about  business,  about  general 
snhjects,  and,  above  all,  try  to  teach  him  the  fear  of  God.  Wo  think 
'■f  tliree  ways  to  obtain  one  :  First,  to  try  to  get  Boine  Christian  slave- 
holder to  release  one  to  ua.  Secomi,  to  get  a  free  one  if  no  one  will 
let  us  have  one  that  is  a  slave.      Third,  if  that  does  uot  succeed,  we 

'  The  town  of  Randolph  in  which  it  wia  ivritton,  and  where  John  Browu 
WHS  appointed  postmaitPr  in  the  udminbtration  of  Jolm  Quincy  Adiims, 
seeins  to  have  in<:Iude<l  RiBhraond,  whicli  is  now  a  separate  town. 
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luTe  all  agreed  to  sabmit  to  considerable  privation  in  order  to  boj 
one.  This  we  are  now  utiag  means  in  order  to  effect,  in  the  con- 
fident eipectjitioQ  tbat  God  la  a'bout  to  bring  them  all  out  of  the 
house  of  bondage. 

I  will  juBt  mendon  that  when  this  sabject  was  firat  introduced, 
Jaaon  had  gone  to  bed ;  but  no  sooner  did  be  hear  the  thing  hinted, 
than  hia  worm  heart  kindled,  and  be  tamed  oat  to  have  a  purt  in  the 
discnsaion  of  a  subject  of  such  eioeeding  interest.  I  have  for  yean 
been  trying  to  devise  some  way  to  get  a  achool  a-goiug  here  for 
blacks,  and  1  think  that  on  many  aocounta  it  would  be  a  most  favor- 
able location.  Children  here  would  have  no  intercourse  with  vicicnB 
people  of  their  own  kind,  nor  with  opeuly  vidous  persons  of  any 
kind.  There  would  be  no  powerful  opposition  influeuce  against 
such  a  thing ;  and  should  there  be  any,  I  believe  the  settlement  might 
be  so  effected  in  future  as  to  have  almost  the  whole  inHuencc  of  the 
place  in  fiivor  of  such  a  school.  Write  me  how  you  would  like  to 
join  me,  and  try  to  get  oa  from  Hudson  and  thereabouts  some  first- 
rate  abolitionist  families  with  you.  I  do  honestly  believe  that  our 
noit«d  exertions  alone  might  soon,  with  the  good  band  of  our  Ond 
upon  us,  effect  it  all. 

This  has  been  with  me  a  favorite  theme  of  reflection  for  years.  I 
think  that  a  place  which  might  be  in  some  measure  settled  with  a 
view  to  such  an  object  would  be  much  mure  &vora.hle  to  such  an 
nodortaking  than  would  any  such  place  as  Hndgon,  with  all  its  con- 
flicting interests  and  feelings;  and  I  do  think  such  advantages  ought 
to  be  afforded  the  young  blacks,  whether  they  are  all  to  be  imme- 
diately set  free  or  not.  Perhaps  we  might,  under  God,  in  that  way 
do  more  towards  breakiug  their  yoke  effectually  than  in  any  other. 
If  the  young  blacks  of  uur  country  could  once  become  enlightened,  it 
would  most  assuredly  operate  on  slavery  like  firing  powder  confined 
in  ruck,  and  all  slaveholders  know  it  well.  Witness  their  heaven- 
daring  laws  against  teaching  blacks.  If  once  the  Christians  in  tba 
free  States  would  set  to  work  in  earnest  in  teaching  the  blacks,  the 
people  of  the  alavebolding  States  would  find  themselves  constitu- 
tionally driven  to  set  abont  the  work  of  emancipation  immedistely. 
The  laws  of  this  State  are  now  such  that  the  inhabitants  of  any 
township  may  raise  by  a  tax  in  aid  of  the  State  school-fund  any 
amount  of  money  they  may  choose  by  a  vote,  for  the  purpose  of 
common  schools,  which  an;  child  may  have  access  to  by  application. 
If  yon  will  join  me  in  this  undertaking,  I  will  make  with  you  any 
arrangement  of  our  temporal  concerns  that  shall  be  fair.  Our  health 
-  is  good,  and  ovr  prospects  about  husinees  rather  brightening. 
Affectionately  yours, 

John  Bbowh. 
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Randolpli  is  in  Crawford  County,  Penn.,  and  now  contains 
some  two  thousand  iiihabitanta ;  but  in  1834  it  w&  very 
thinly  settleii.  Joliu  Brown  was  one  of  the  chief  persons 
there ;  he  luuuaijt^d  a  largo  tannery  in  the  present  township 
of  Eichinoml,  u.iiil  tlie  school  of  the  settlement  bad  be^n  at 
one  time  kept  lui  part  of  the  year  in  his  great  log-house, 
near  the  taii-y^trd.      "'  '  "jn   to  his  brother  Fred- 

erick,' who  tln'u  live  ir  his  father  in  Hudson, 

Ohio,  was  i&  effect  ti  iticbmoDd,  and  take  part 

in  a  plan  for  settHujj  .ies  there,  with  a  view  to 

their  better  educatioi  ■  race  should  be  emanci- 

pated.    At  this  time  al  offence  in  most  of  the 

slave  States  to  teach  and  practically  it  was  ao 

in  some  free  States.  )reoeding  the  date  of  this 

letter,  the  State  of  C  i  consequence  of  the  ad- 

mission by  Miss  rrudence  urandall  of  colored  girls  to  her 
private  achodl  iu  Canterbury!  passed  a  law  (May  24.  1833) 
that  no  school  should  be  established  in  any  town  in  Connec- 
ticut for  the  education  of  colored  persons  from  other  towns, 
"without  the  consent  in  writing,  first  obtained  of  a  majority 
of  the  civil  authority,  and  the  seleetmen  of  the  town." 
Under  this  law  Miss  Crandall  was  arrested  and  sent  to  jail ; 
and  during  that  year  (1833)  her  house  was  set  on  fire,  and 
she  was  otherwise  so  persecuted  by  the  jieople  of  Canter- 
bury that  she  was  forced  to  give  up  her  school  about  a  year 
before  the  above  letter  of  John  Brown  was  written. 

It  was  while  Brown  was  living  at  Randolph  (now  Rich- 
mond) that  he  was  married  a  second  time,  July  11,  1833, 
to  Mary  Anne  Day,  daughter  of  Charles  Day,  of  Whitehall, 
N.  Y.,  but  then  living  at  Troy,  Penn.  She  survived  him 
twenty-five  years,  and  died  in  San  Francisco,  in  1884.^  Her 
children  were  thirteen  in  number,  of  whom  seven  died  in 
early  childhood;  two  were  killed  at  Hari)er's  Ferry,  and 
four,  —  Salmon,  Anne,  Sarah,  and  Ellen,  —  are  still  living 
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in  California  with  their  children  and  gr&ndchildien.    The 
record  of  this  whole  family  is  aa  follows :  — 

CHILDREN   07  JOHN   BROWN    AND   HIS   WIFE   HABY. 

Sarah  Brown,  bom  May  11, 1834,  at  Bichmond,  Pa. ;  died 
Sept.  23, 1843. 

Watson  Brown,  born  Oct  7,  1835,  at  Franklin,  Ohio; 
married  Isabella  M.  Thompson,  September,  1856 ;  killed  at 
Harper's  Ferry,  Oct.  19, 1859. 

Salmon  Brown,  bom  Oct.  2,  1836,  at  Hudson,  Ohio ;  mar- 
ried Abbie  C.  Hinckley,  Oct.  15, 1857. 

Charles  Browu,  born  Not.  3, 1837,  at  Hudson,  Ohio;  died 
■  Sept.  11, 1843. 

Oliver  Brown,  boru  March  9,  1839,  at  Franklin,  Ohio ; 
married  Martha  E.  Brewster,  April  7, 1858  ;  killed  at  Har- 
per's Ferry,  Oct.  17, 1859. 

Peter  Brown,  born  Dec,  7, 1840,  at  Hudson,  Ohio ;  died 
Sept.  22, 1843. 

Austin  Brown,  bom  Sept.  14,  1842,  at  Bichfield,  Ohio ; 
died  Sept.  27,  1843. 

Anne  Brown,  born  Dec.  23,  1843,  at  Richfield,  Ohio. 

Amelia  Brown,  bom  June  22, 1845,  at  Akrou,  Ohio;  died 
Oct.  30, 1846. 

Sarah  Brown,  bom  Sept.  11, 1846,  at  Akron,  Ohio. 

Ellen  Brown,  bom  May  20, 1848,  at  Springfield,  Mass. ; 
died  April  30,  1849. 

Infant  son,  born  April  26, 1852,  at  Akron,  Ohio ;  died  May 
17,  1862. 

Ellen  Brown,  bom  Sept.  25, 1854,  at  Akrou,  Ohio.' 

The  loss  of  so  many  children  in  their  early  years  was  a 
sore  trial  to  John  Brown,  and  is  often  mentioned  in  hig 
family  letters.    In  their  illness  he  was  a  devoted  nurse,  and 

■  It  was  at  the  house  of  thU  yonngest  daughter,  Mrs,  Ellen  Fablinger, 
of  fteratoga,  CaL,  that  the  widow  of  John  Brown  lipeut  the  liu>t  years  of  her 
life  ;  but  she  died  ill  San  Franciavo,  utidvr  the  rnre  of  her  dnugbter  Sarah, 
afler  a  painful  iltnees.  Miss  Sarah  Rron-n  n'siili'a  in  San  Francisco  ;  Hra. 
Anne  Bronm  Adama,  in  KolmerviUp,  Humboldt  County;  aud  Salmon 
Bmwn,  farther  north,  in  the  same  coant;,  where  tie  keeps  ibeep,  as  hie 
fttbn  did  in  Ohio. 
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he  had  acquired  much  skill  in  the  care  of  all  invalids.  Con- 
cerning the  death  of  his  first  daughter  Ellen,  in  April,  1849, 
Mrs.  Thompson  thus  writes  :  — 

'*  In  the  fall  of  1848,  father  and  mother,  with  our  youngest  sister, 
a  babe  of  six  months  old,  visited  a  brother  of  Mrs.  Brown  (Orson 
Day),  who  was  then  living  at  Whitehall,  N.  Y.,  —  she  stopping  there 
with  the  child,  while  father  went  into  the  Adirondac  wilderness  to 
North  Elba.  He  was  charmed  with  the  grand  mountain  scenery, 
and  felt  that  he  was  needed  there  to  encourage  and  help  by  his  expe- 
rience the  few  colored  families  who  had  already  settled  in  the  wilder- 
ness, and  those  who  might  move  there  the  following  spring.  Here 
was  an  opportunity  also  to  train  some  of  the  bravest  of  those  men  for 
the  great  work  which  had  been  his  life-long  study.  He  went  back 
to  Springfield  much  encouraged.  While  on  their  journey  back  the , 
little  babe  took  a  violent  cold  that  ended  in  quick  consumption,  and 
she  died  at  the  end  of  April,  1849.  Father  showed  much  tenderness 
in  the  c^re  of  the  little  sufferer.  He  spared  no  pains  in  doing  all 
that  medical  skill  could  do  for  her,  together  with  the  tenderest  care 
and  nursing.  The  time  that  he  could  be  at  home  was  mostly  spent 
in  caring  for  her.  He  Siit  up  nights  to  keep  an  even  temperature  in 
the  room,  and  to  relieve  mother  from  the  constant  care  which  she  had 
through  the  day.  He  used  to  walk  with  the  child  and  sing  to  her  so 
much  that  she  soon  learned  his  step.  When  she  heard  him  coming 
up  the  steps  to  the  door,  she  would  reach  out  her  hands  and  cry  for 
him  to  lake  her.  When  his  business  at  the  wool  store  crowded  him 
so  much  that  he  did  not  have  time  to  take  her,  he  would  steal  around 
•through  the  wood-shed  into  the  kitchen  to  eat  his  dinner,  and  not  go 
into  the  dining-room,  where  slie  could  see  or  hear  him.  I  used  to  be 
charmed  myself  with  his  singing  to  her.  He  noticed  a  change  in  her 
one  moniing,  and  told  us  he  tliought  she  would  not  live  through  the 
day,  and  came  home  several  times  to  see  her.  A  little  before  noon  he 
came  home,  and  looked  at  her  and  said,  *  She  is  almost  gone.'  She 
heard  him  speak,  opened  her  eyes,  and  put  up  her  little  wasted  hands 
with  such  a  pleading  look  for  him  to  take  her  that  he  lifted  her  from 
the  cradle,  with  the  pillows  she  was  lying  on,  and  carried  her  until  she 
died.  He  was  very  calm,  closed  her  eyes,  folded  her  hands,  and  laid 
her  in  her  cradle.  When  she  w«is  buried,  father  broke  down  com- 
pletely, and  sobbed  like  a  child.  It  was  very  affecting  to  see  him  so 
overcome,  when  all  the  time  before  his  great  tender  heart  had  tried 
to  comfort  our  weary,  sorrowing  mother,  and  all  of  us." 

It  was  not  the  temporal  welfare  and  happiness  of  his 
children  that  lay  nearest  the  heart  of  Brown  :  their  spirit- 


18S2.]  TOCTH  AJfD  £ARLT  MANHOOD.  46 

ual  interests,  their  religious  state,  were  much  more  a  care  to 
him.  His  letters  show  this  coDBtantly;  and  in  one  written 
to  his  oldest  daughter  three  years  later  (January,  18d2),  his 
anxiety  finds  expression  in  IJiese  words  :  — > 

"  M;  attaehmnnts  to  this  world  have  been  very  Btrong,  and  Divine 
Providence  has  been  ontting  me  loose,  one  cord  after  another.  Dp 
to  the  present  time,  not  with  standi  ng  I  have  so  much  to  remind  me 
that  rII  ties  must  soon  be  severed,  I  am  still  clinging,  like  those  who 
have  hardly  taken  a  single  Icssou.  I  really  hope  some  of  mj  family 
may  understand  that  this  world  is  not  the  home  of  man,  and  act  in 
aoeurdance.  Why  may  I  not  hope  this  of  you  1  When  I  look  for- 
ward,.as  regards  the  religious  prospects  of  my  numerous  family,  — 
the  most  of  them,  —  I  am  forced  to  say,  and  feel  too,  that  I  have 
Uttle,  very  little,  to  cheer.  That  this  should  be  so  is,  I  porfcvtiy  well 
nnderstand,  the  legitimate  fruit  of  my  own  planting  ;  and  that  only 
increases  my  punishment.  Some  ten  or  twelve  years  ago  I  was 
ebeered  with  the  belief  that  my  elder  children  had  chosen  the  Lord 
to  be  their  God,  and  I  relied  much  on  their  influence  and  example 
in  atoning  for  niy  defiricney  and  had  example  with  the  younger 
children.  But  where  are  wc  now  1  Several  have  gone  where  neither 
a  good  nor  a  bad  example  from  me  n-ill  better  their  condition  or 
prospects,  or  make  them  worse.  I  will  not  dwell  longer  on  this 
distreasiDg  subject,  but  only  say  that,  so  for  as  I  have  gone,  it  is 
from  no  disposition  to  reflect  ou  any  one  hut  myself.  I  think  I  can 
dearly  discover  where  I  wandered  from  the  road.  How  now  to  get 
on  it  with  my  family  is  beyond  my  ability  to  see  or  my  rjiunigc  to 
hope.  God  grant  you  thorough  conveTuon  from  siu,  and  full  purpose 
of  heart  to  continue  steadfast  in  his  way,  through  the  very  short 
season  yon  will  have  to  pass." 

The  earlier  letters  of  Brown  to  his  elder  children  contain 
many  remarks  of  this  character ;  and  there  is  one  long  letter 
to  his  son  John,  mainly  made  up  of  Scripture  texts  arranged 
BO  as  to  hring  forcibly  to  the  young  man's  mind  the  Calvin- 
iatic  theology,  point  by  point,  —  its  terrors  aa  well  as  its 
promises.     Here  it  is  :  — 

Akron,  Ohio,  Aug.  26,  1853. 

Deak  BON  John,  —  Your  letter  of  the  2lst  instant  was  received 

yesterday,  and  as  1  may  lie  somewhat  more  lengthy  than  usual  1  begin 

my  answer  at  once.    The  &mily  have  enj()yed  as  good  health  as 

woal  sinoe  1  wnile  before,  but  my  own  health  has  been  pour  wnce 
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in  May.  Father  has  had  a  short  turn  of  fever  and  ague;  Jason  and 
Ellen  have  had  a  good  deal  of  it,  and  were  not  very  stout  on  Sunday 
last.  The  wheat  crop  has  heen  rather  light  in  this  quarter;  first 
crop  of  grass  light ;  oats  very  poor ;  com  and  potatoes  promise  well, 
and  frequent  rains  have  given  the  late  grass  a  fine  start.  There  has 
been  some  very  fatal  sickness  about,  but  the  season  so  far  has  been 
middling  healthy.  Our  sheep  and  cattle  have  done  well;  have  raised 
five  hundred  and  fifty  lambs,  and  expect  about  eighty  cents  per  pound 
for  our  wooL  We  shall  be  glad  to  have  a  visit  from  you  about  the 
time  of  our  county  fair,  but  I  do  not  yet  know  at  what  time  it  comes. 
Got  a  letter  from  Henry  dated  the  16th  of  August ;  all  there  well. 
Grain  crops  there  very  good.  We  are  preparing  (in  our  minds,  at 
least)  to  go  back  next  spriug.  Mrs.  Perkins  was  confined  yesterday 
with  another  boy,  it  being  her  eleventh  child.  The  understanding 
between  the  two  families  continues  much  as  formerly,  so  far  as  I 
know. 

In  Talmadge  there  has  been  for  some  time  an  unusual  seriousness 
and  attentiou  to  future  interests.  In  your  letter  you  appear  rather 
disposed  to  sermonize  ;  and  how  will  it  operate  on  you  aud  Wealthy 
if  I  should  pattern  after  you  a  little,  and  also  quote  some  from  the 
Bible  f  lu  cho<»sing  my  texts,  and  in  quoting  from  the  Bible,  I  per- 
haps select  the  very  portitms  which  ** another  portion"  of  my  family 
hold  are  not  to  be  wholly  received  as  true,  I  forgot  to  say  that  my 
younger  sons  (as  is  common  in  this  *^  progressive  age'')  appear  to 
be  a  little  in  advance  of  my  older,  and  have  thrown  ofi"  the  old 
shackles  entirely;  after  thorough  and  candid  investigation  they 
have  disi.'overed  the  Bible  to  be  all  a  fiction  !  Shall  I  add,  that 
a  letter  received  from  you  some  time  since  gave  me  little  else  than 
pain  and  sorrow f  **  The  righteous  shall  hold  on  his  way;  "  "  By 
and  by  he  is  offended." 

My  object  at  this  time  is  to  recall  your  particular  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  earliest,  as  well  as  all  other,  writers  of  the  Bible  seem 
to  have  Wen  impressed  with  such  ideas  of  the  character  of  the  religion 
they  tiiught,  as  led  them  to  apprehend  a  want  of  steadftistness  among 
those  who  might  profess  to  adhere  to  it  (no  matter  what  may  have 
been  the  motives  of  the  diff(»rent  writers).  Accordingly  we  find  the 
writer  of  the  first  five  books  putting  into  the  mouth  of  his  Moses  ex- 
pressions like  the  folhnving,  —  and  they  all  appear  to  dwell  much  on 
the  idea  of  two  distinct  classes  among  their  reputed  disciples;  namely, 
a  genuine  and  a  spurious  chiss :  — 

**  Lest  there  should  be  among  you  man,  or  woman,  or  family,  or 
tribe,  whose  heart  tumeth  away  this  day  from  the  Lord  our  God,  to 
serve  the  gods  of  these  nations ;  lest  there  should  be  among  you  a 
root  that  l)eareth  gall  and  wonnwood."      **  Then  men  shall  say, 
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because  they  have  foreaken  the  oovenant  of  the  Lord  God  of  theit 
fothers."  "  But  if  thine  heart  tarn  avay  bo  that  thou  wilt  not  hear, 
but  ahalt  be  drawn  away,  and  worship  other  goda,  and  ecrvc  them." 
"  Now  therefore  write  ye  this  soug  for  yoa,  aud  tc!u;h  it  to  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel ;  put  it  in  their  moutlia,  thtit  this  song  uiny  be  >l  witness 
for  me  against  the  children  of  Israel. "  "  Fur  1  know  that  after  my 
death  ye  will  utterly  corrupt  yourselves,  and  turn  aside  from  t1)e  way 
which  I  have  (wmmandcd  you."  "  They  have  currupted  themselves, 
their  spot  is  not  the  spot  of  his  childreu,"  "  Of  the  Rocli  thut  begat 
thee  thou  art  nauiindful,  and  hast  forgotten  God  tliat  formed  thee." 
"  Oh,  that  they  were  wise,  that  they  uudcrstuod  ihis,  that  they  would 
eunatder  their  latter  end  !  " 

The  writer  here  makes  his  Moses  in  dwell  on  this  point  with  a 
most  remarkable  solicitude,  a  mnsi.  heart- mo viiig  ciimestneBB.  The 
writer  of  the  next  hook  niHkes  his  Jothtia  Ui  ple-.id  with  Israel  with 
the  same  eHmestnees.  "  Chouse  you  this  diiy  whom  you  will  serve." 
"  Ye  are  witnesses  against  youraclves  tlnit  ye  have  chosen  you  the 
Lord,  to  serve  him."  The  writer  of  ihe  hixik  calltd  Judges  usee 
strong  langungo  in  regard  to  thn  same  disposition  in  Israel  to  back- 
slide :  /'  And  it  came  to  pass  when  the  judge  was  dead,  that  they 
returned  and  corrupted  themselves  more  than  their  fathers;  they 
ceased  not  from  their  own  doings,  nor  from  their  stubborn  way." 
The  writer  of  the  book  Ruth  makes  Naomi  Siiy  to  Orpah,  "  Thy 
eister-in-law  is  gone  back  auto  her  i>eoplo  and  unto  her  gods."  The 
writer  of  the  books  called  Samuel  represents  Saul  im  one  of  the  same 
eporions  class.  Samuel  is  made  to  say  to  him,  "  Behold,  to  obey  is 
better  than  SBcrifitw;  and  to  hearken,  than  the  ^t  of  rnms,"  —  clearly 
intimating  that  all  service  that  did  not  flow  from  an  oheciient  spirit 
and  an  honest  heart  would  be  of  no  avail.  He  makes  his  Saul  tnm 
out  faithless  and  treacherous  in  the  end,  and  finally  c^msult  a  woman 
"  having  a  fomiliar  spirit,"  near  the  close  of  his  sad  career.  Thn 
BUine  writer  introduces  Ahitophel  as  one  whose  counsel  "  wns  an  if 
&  man  had  inquired  at  the  oracle  of  God ; "  a  wrifor  of  the  Psalms 
makes  David  say  of  him,  "  We  took  sweet  pounsrl  together,  and 
walked  to  the  house  of  God  in  company ; "  but  he  is  left  advising  the 
son  of  Da«d  to  incest  publicly,  and  soon  after  hangs  himself.  Tho 
Spot  of  those  men  seems  not  to  be  genuine. 

One  distinguishing  mark  of  imnoundntis  with  all  the  Old  Testa- 
ment writers  was  aversion  to  thi'  character  of  the  God  whom  Moaes 
declares  in  his  hooks,  and  by  who^e  direction  alt  the  so-calliil  proph- 
ets affinncil  that  they  spoke  and  wrote.  Tho  writer  of  the  booka 
called  Kings  says  of  Sohunon:  "And  the  Lord  was  angry  with 
Solomon,  because  his  lieart  was  turned  away  fnnn  the  Lord  God  of 
Israel,  which  had  appeared  to  him  twice."    The  same  writer  maluw 
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Elijikh  inquire  <•!  Isnu>l :  "  Huw  lung  IwU  yv  bi'tiverii  tw»  <>|iiiiu>tist 
IfthoLiirdbeUnd,  follnw  him;  but  if  Hnnl,  llx-u  fiilbw  liini."  Ho 
itinkeB  Elijiih  pray  tbiis :  "  Uear  mo,  l)  Lurdl  hcnr  inn,  thai  thM 
pt'tiple  limy  know  ihut  th<iu  art  ifae  Lunl  Qi.<4,  hdiI  ihul  ibcu  haitt 
turueil  thfir  heart  back  again."  Th«  Muiie  vfriler  lUAkM  And  mf 
to  Elijah,  "  Yet  I  havf  left  me  mivdu  tliuimuud  iu  Ivnuil,  ail  tliu 
knees  which  have  not  Imwe^  ""'"  "-"'  "'Ad  cvirry  tniHith  which  luith 
nut  liisscd  him."    The  «ai  «  Jolin  wy,  "  Come  with 

nio  and  Bee  my  zeal  fur  the  ,ys  iif  him  aft^rwurdi  "  Bat 

Ji.liii  tiHik  ni>  hri>d  ti.  walk  ii'  Lunl  GmI  «f  litnei  with 

all  Ills  heart."     Tliis  wrilei  ifiinh,  "  And  like  uiiti>  liiia 

there  vrns  no  kitiR  liefi.n^  d  lu  tbo  L.»rd  wilb  all  hia 

heart  and  with  ull  \i'i»  soul  liit  might,  aeourdiiig  to  all 

the  law  (if  Alosce ;  neilliir  there  any  lihu  bim,"     Tiie 

writer  iif  tlio  boi'k  utlled  Ci  f  Judnh,  iu  a  time  of  most 

remarkable  refi..riij!itii>Ti :   '  ire  unto  tbe  Lord  with  ft 

lund  viiiee,  nud  witli  i^iiiiiiiing,  ana  wun  trumpot»,  and  with  comets; 
And  all  Judab  njoit^ed  ai  the  oath,  for  tbey  had  swom  with  all  their 
heart,  and  siought  him  with  their  whidc  Jeiiiro,  aud  he  was  found  of 
them,  and  ihc  L(ird  gave  them  resl  ruuiid  aliuiit."  Those  who  wmte 
the  biH>kH  rjilled  Ezra  and  Nehemudi  notice  the  same  disliiiguifihing 
marks  "ifclianirtcr. 

The  wriltr  of  the  book  ciiHcd  Job,  miikes  Gi>d  to  *ay  of  him: 

"There  is  iioue  like  him  in  the  earth;  a  perfen  ami  mi  upright  man, 

one  who  feiireth  God  and  eschewi^ih  pvil,  ami  etill  he  holdi'lU  (aft  his 

ink'grily."     The  same  writer  makes  Eliphaz  put  to  Job  these  i\afs- 

tionn,  remarkahle,  hut  searehhig ;   "  Is  not  this  thy  tear,  thy  eonfi- 

deucc,  thy  hope,  and  the  uprightnesa  of  thy  ways  I"     This  urilcr 

makes  bis  different  eliJinieiers  eall  the  unslahle  and  unsound,  hypo- 

eriles.     Bildail  says,  "  Ko  arc  the  paths  of  nil  thai  forfret  God,  and 

the  hypiierile's  hope  sball  perish.     Whose  hope  RhsU  be  cut  off,  and 

who?e  trust  shall  be  a  spider's  web.''     Zophar  says  of  the  same  ehiss 

of  [M'rsons,  "  And  their  hope  shall  be  ns  the  Riving  up  of  the  ghnsl." 

Elipbaz  says,  "Let  not  him   that  is  deceived  trust  in  vanity,  for 

vanity  shall  be  his  rec^impense."     Job  says,  "  I  know  that  inv  Re- 

ileenier  IJvetb,  wh<im  I  shall  see  for  myself,  nnd  mine  eyes  heboid, 

nnd  not  another."     Zophnr  says,  "  The  Irinmphinc  of  the  wicked  is 

short,  and  the  joy  of  the  hyiKicrite  hnt  fr.ra  moment,"     Job  is  made 

eoTii-eming  those  who  deceive  themselves  (as  though  the 

■<ni-  to  he  well  Understood  iu   his  dav)  :    "Will   he  de- 

iii  the  Abnigblvf     WUI  lie  ahvavs  call  upon  Go.!?" 

the  Psalms  say's  of  those  «!io  did  not  h.vi.  tsrael's  Go,!, 

-  pride  of  his  ronnlenanoo  ho  will  not  seek  after  God. 

nil  his  thotights." 
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A  writer  of  the  Psalms,  in  view  of  the  diffurent  feelings  cpf  men 
toward  the  God  uf  the  Bible,  baa  thiit  Lmgnage  :  "  With  the  mer- 
ciful thou  wilt  show  tbywlf  niereiFul,  with  an  upright  man  thou  wilt 
show  thyself  upright,  with  the  pure,  tboa  wilt  sbow  thyself  pure,  and 
with  the  froward  thou  wilt  show  thyself  froward."  Again  in  the 
Psalms  we  read,  "The  nteek  shall  eat  and  be  satisfied,  they  shall 
praise  the  Lord  that  seek  him."  Ag&in,  "  The  meek  will  he  gaido 
in  judgmeDt,  and  the  tnwJt  will  he  teach  his  way."  "  All  the  paths 
of  the  Lord  are  mercy  and  truth  uoto  such  as  keep  his  covenHQt  and 
testimonies."  "  The  secret  of  the  Lord  is  with  them  that  fear  him, 
and  he  will  show  them  hia  covenant."  "  Oh,  how  great  is  thy  good- 
uess  which  thou  hast  laid  up  for  them  that  fear  thee,  which  thou  bast 
wrought  for  them  that  trust  in  Ihce  before  the  sons  of  men  !  "  "  The 
aogel  iif  the  Lord  encampeth  round  about  thetn  thiLt  fear  him,  aud 
deliveretti  them."  "  The  Lord  redeemeth  the  soul  nf  his  servants, 
luid  none  of  them  that  trust  in  him  shall  be  desolate."  "  Though 
he  (M,  yet  he  shull  not  bo  utterly  cast  down,  for  the  Lord  npholdeth 
him  with  his  hand-"  "  The  law  of  his  God  is  in  his  heart ;  none  of 
his  steps  shall  shde."  "  But  the  salvation  of  the  righteous  is  of  the 
Lord ;  he  is  their  strength  b  the  time  of  trouble."  "  Hark  the  per- 
fect man,  and  behold  the  upright,  for  the  cud  of  that  man  is  peace." 
"The  Lord  will  strengthen  hun  upon  the  bed  of  lunguishing  ;  thou 
wilt  make  all  his  bed  in  his  sickness."  "Our  heart  is  nol  turned 
back,  neither  have  our  steps  declined  from  thy  way."  "They  go 
from  strength  to  strength  ;  every  one  of  them  iu  Ziun  appear  before 
God."  "  Great  peaoe  have  they  titat  love  thy  luw,  and  notliiog  shall 
oSbnd  them."  "Then  shall  I  not  be  ashamed  when  I  have  res)iec( 
nnto  all  thy  onmmaodments."  "  If  t  forget  thee,  0  Jerusalem  1  let 
my  right  hand  forget  her  cunning."  "  The  backslider  in  heart  shall 
be  filled  with  his  own  ways."  "  To  the  law  and  to  the  Icslimony  I  if 
they  speak  not  aroordiug  to  their  word,  it  is  because  there  is  no  light 
in  them."  ''  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  What  iniquity  have  your  fathers 
found  in  me  that  they  are  gone  fer  from  me,  and  have  walked  afler 
vanity,  and  have  become  VMn  t"  "Turn,  0  back-sliding  children, 
saith  the  Lord."  "  But  they  hearkened  not,  nor  inclined  their  ear, 
but  walked  in  the  cnunscls  and  in  the  imaginations  of  their  evil 
heart,  and  went  backward  and  not  forward."  "  Yea,  the  st<)rl(  iu 
the  heaven  knoweth  her  appointed  tiroes,  and  the  turtle  and  the  crane 
and  the  swallow  observe  the  time  of  their  coming,  but  my  people 
know  not  the  judgment  of  the  Lonl.  "  "  The  heart  is  deceitful  above 
all  things,  and  desperately  wicked;  who  can  know  itt"  "Thy 
pniphels  have  seen  vain  and  foolish  thiTigs  for  thee,  and  they  have 
not  discovered  thine  iniquity."  "  They  that  observe  lying  vauities 
fonftke  their  own  mercy."    "  Then  they  shall  answer,  Because  they 
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have  foFBaken  tho  coveTiant  ol  tho  Lord  tbeir  Gi)d."  "  Forty  yiuira 
long  was  I  gn<!veil  witli  this  (^uemtion,  nnd  Biiiil  it  is  n  jwnpld  tb^t 
do  err  in  their  heart,  auit  they  have  uut  1(u»wd  my  ways."  "  Hut 
they  like  men  bave  truusgresaed  tho  covumitit ;  there  have  the;  dealt 
tTeacliemualy  agiiiDHl  uie."  "  Many  sball  bo  purified  and  mtuJe  wbita 
and  tried,  but  tlit  wivki'J  Hhall  do  wickedly ;  aui)  uuue  of  ihe  wicked 
shall  HoderBlatid,  but  tliu  —""  -'""  — it'retaud."  "The  prearlior 
Buuglit  tn  find  out  auccptitl  liiat  which  whs  written  was 

upright,  even  words  of  trul  u  gimcratioD  to  come  luijfht 

kuuw  them,  even   tbc  clii]  nuld  l>e   born,  who  should 

arise  and  decJart-  them  Ui  i  that  they  might  spt  tbeir 

hope  iu  God,  and  nut  forji  Jf  Ood,  but  keep  his  wjm- 

mandincnts ;  and  might  no  UlhfrB,  a  etubboru  and  ru- 

belliiins  generation  ;  a  i;ent  .  not  their  heart  aright,  and 

whose  spirit  was  n'lt  steailfi  "  Who  is  wise  and  Kball 

understjind  these  tbinga ;  pi  ,, aball  know  tbein  T    For  tho 

ways  of  the  Lord  are  right,  and  tlie  just  anall  walk  in  them ;  but  the 
transgressor  shall  fall  tbcreiu." 

"  SVhosiiever  tlierefore  shall  eonfoas  mo  before  men,  him  will  I  also 
confess  bernre  niy  Father  which  is  in  Heaven."  ''  Am)  many  false 
prophets  shall  arise,  and  shall  deceive  niauy ;  and  because  iniquity 
shall  abound,  the  love  of  innuy  pball  wax  eotd."  "  And  blessed  is  be 
whosoever  shall  not  he  offended  in  me."  "They  on  the  rock  are 
they  wbieli  when  they  hear,  receive  the  word  with  joy;  and  these 
have  no  root,  and  for  a  while  believe,  and  in  time  of  temptation  fall 
away."  "  From  that  time  many  of  his  diseiples  went  back,  and 
walkcil  no  more  with  him."  "  Ho  that  rcjeclJ^th  me,  ami  rectiieth 
not  my  wonis,  hath  one  that  judgoth  him  :  the  word  that  1  ba\e 
spoken,  the  same  shall  judge  liim  at  the  last  day."  "  Etery  branch 
in  me  that  bearetli  not  fruit  he  taki-th  away."  "  But  if  our  gospel 
be  bid,  it  is  hid  to  them  that  are  bist."  '>  1  marvel  that  ye  are  so 
soon  removed  from  him  that  calli'd  yon  into  tlie  graw  of  Chri't, 
unto  another  gosix-l."  "  Yo  did  run  well :  who  did  hmder  )ou  ihat 
ye  should  not  obey  the  truth  t "  "  Beware  lest  any  man  spoil  jou 
through  philiisopby  and  vain  deceit,  after  tlie  tradition  of  men,  after 
the  rudiments  of  the  world,  and  not  after  Chiist."  "  For  now  we 
live,  if  ye  stand  fast  in  the  Lonl."  "  For  the  time  will  c-ome  when 
tbey  will  not  endure  sound  doctrine."  "  Tlieri'fon'  we  ought  lo  give 
the  more  earnest  tieed  to  the  things  wliirh  we  have  heanl,  lest  at  any 
time  we  should  let  them  slip."  "  Let  ns  therefore  fear  lest  a  promise 
being  left  ns  of  entering  into  his  rest,  any  of  you  should  seem  to  eiime 
short  of  it."  "  And  we  desire  that  every  one  of  you  do  show  the 
same  diligence  to  the  full  assurance  of  hope  unto  the  end ;  that  ye  be 
not  slothful,  but  followers  of  them  who  through  faith  and  paticncn 
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^inherit  the  prorabee."  "Now  thq  jaet  shnll  live  by  &ith  ;  bat  if  any 
man  draw  back,  my  soul  shall  have  no  pleaaure  in  him."  "  Ani)  this 
I  pray,  that  your  love  may  ahouad  yet  more  and  mora  in  knowledge 
and  in  all  Judgment,  that  ye  may  approve  things  that  are  excellent, 
tliat  may  be  sincere  and  withont  offence  till  the  day  of  Chriat."  "And 
make  Btraight  paths  fur  your  feet,  leat  that  which  is  lame  be  tnmed 
ont  of  the  way,  but  let  it  rather  be  healed."  "  Looking  diligently 
lest  any  man  fail  of  the  grace  of  Ood."  "  For  it  had  been  better  fur 
them  not  to  have  known  the  way  of  rigbteoueness,  than  after  they 
have  known  it  to  turn  from  the  holy  commandment  delivered  UDto 
them."  "  NevertheleSB  I  have  somewhat  agunst  thee,  beoause  tbou 
hast  left  thy  first  love.  Remember  therefore  from  whence  thou  art 
&llen,  and  repent."  "  Be  watchful,  and  strengthen  the  things  which 
remain  and  are  ready  to  die,  for  1  have  not  found  thy  works  perfect 
before  God."  "  Ho  that  uveroometh,  the  same  shall  be  clothed  in 
while  raiment;  and  T  will  not  blot  out  his  name  out  of  the  book  of 
life,  but  I  will  confess  his  name  before  my  Father,  and  before  his 
angels."  "  Blessed  is  he  that  watcheth  and  keo]>eth  his  garmeats, 
lest  he  walk  naked  and  they  see  his  shame.  Amen."  "  And  I 
beeeeeh  yuu  [ehildren]  to  suffer  the  word  of  exhortation." 

Akron,  Ohio,  Sept  23,  18G3. 

Dear  Children,  —  It  is  now  nearly  a  month  since  I  began  on 
another  page.  Since  writing  before,  father  has  Memed  quite  well, 
but  Jasou,  Ellm,  Owen,  and  Frederick  have  all  had  more  or  leas  uf 
the  ague.  They  were  as  well  as  usnal,  for  them,  yesterday.  Othera 
of  ibo  family  are  in  usual  health.  1  did  mean  that  my  letter  should 
go  off  at  once,  but  I  have  not  become  very  stout,  and  have  a  great 
deal  to  took  after,  and  have  had  many  intermptions.  We  have  done 
part  of  our  sowing,  and  expert  to  get  all  our  com  (of  which  we  have 
a  good  crop)  secare  from  frost  this  day.  We  shall  be  glad  to  see  you 
here  at  the  time  of  our  connty  fair,  which  is  to  he  on  the  twelfth  and 
thirteenth  of  October. 

I  htipe  that  throQgh  the  inSnile  grace  and  mercy  of  God  you  may 
be  brought  to  see  the  error  of  your  ways,  and  be  in  earnest  to  turn 
many  to  righteousness,  instead  of  leading  astray ;  and  then  yon  might 
prove  a  great  blessing  to  Eases  County,  or  to  any  place  where  your 
lot  may  fall.  I  do  not  feel  "  estranged  from  my  children,"  but  I 
cannot  flatter  tbem,  nor  "cry  peace  when  there  is  no  peace."  My 
wife  and  Oliver  expect  to  set  oat  for  Pennsylv.inia  before  long,  and 
will  pnibably  call  on  you  ;  but  probably  not  until  after  the  fair.  We 
have  a  nice  lot  of  chickens  fattening  for  you,  when  you  come. 
Your  affectionate  father, 

JouH  Brown. 
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The  blending  of  8])iritual  and  worldly  considerations  in 
this  apostolic  epistle  is  cliarac (eristic.  The  kingdom  of 
heaven  and  the  alfairs  of  earth  were  closely  associated  in 
John  Brown's  mind,  ns  in  Cromwell's.  He  could  tmat  in 
God  and  keep  liis  jiowder  dry.  The  explanation  of  his  sou's 
indifference  to  the  C;Llvinistie  Church  and  its  Bible-worship 
is  not  wholly  diMiTfilit;  ing  man,  however;  and 

since  John  Brown,  Jr.,  furnished  me  this  let- 

ter, but  has  ri-lated  tin  a  coldness  towards  the 

churches,  I  will  quote  I  e  saya  ;  — 

"  About  1837  mother,  J  id  I  jnmod  the  Ci.»n([rega- 

tioiiiil  Church  nl   Friuiklin  .  Burrilt  pnMor.      Slxirlly 

after  the  other   Hiirii'iies,  lodists  and   E)iis«<opnlkuB, 

joiued  ours  in  mi  umii-iltkl  [inilnirteil  iiifriing  under 

tho  special  tnanagemcnt  <it  an  ii^vaDgeuat  preacher  from  CleveUnd, 
named  Avery.  The  house  of  the  Congregationaliets  helng  the  largest, 
it  was  choBfn  as  the  place  for  thia  meeting.  InvitHlioiis  weie  sent 
out  u>  Church  folks  iu  adjuiuing  towns  to  '  eoaie  up  to  tlie  hctp  of 
the  Lord  agaiust  the  mighty ; '  and  soon  the  house  was  crowdeil,  the 
asremhly  occupyiug  by  invitation  the  ]N!W8  of  the  chumh  genorrUly. 
Preacher  Avery  gave  us  in  Biiercssiiin  four  dcniuinB  froiii  one  teit,  — 
'Cast  ye  up,  cast  ye  up!  Prepare  ye  the  way  of  llie  Lord;  mako 
his  patlis  BtRUglil ! '  Soon  lukewarm  ClirifitiiinB  were  healed  up  to  a 
melting  condition,  and  there  was  a  hright  pmspcct  of  a  giiod  shower 
of  grace.  There  were  at  that  time  iu  Franklin  a  number  of  free 
ci)lored  persons  and  some  fugitive  slaves.  These  became  interested 
aud  came  to  the  meetiugs,  but  were  given  seats  by  themselves,  where 
tho  stovo  had  slmid,  near  the  doiir,  —  not  a  good  pLice  for  seeing 
ministers  or  singers.  Father  noticed  this,  aud  wlieu  the  neit  meet- 
ing (which  was  at  evening)  had  fiiirly  opened,  he  rose  and  called 
attention  to  tlio  fact,  that,  in  sealing  the  «>lurcd  portion  of  the  au- 
dience, a  discrimination  had  been  made,  and  said  that  he  did  not 
believe  God  is  'a  respecter  of  iiersons.'  lie  then  invited  the  colored 
peiiplo  to  occupy  his  slip.  The  blacks  accepted,  and  all  of  our  family 
took  their  vacated  seats.  This  was  a  boiub-shell,  aud  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  Ihc  hearts  of  Pastor  Burrilt  and  Deacon  Bcacli  at  once 
(jave  up  his  place  to  another  tenant.  Neit  day  father  re<:eivod  a  cjill 
from  the  Deacons  to  admonish  him  and  '  labor '  with  him  ;  but  they 
returned  with  new  views  m  Christian  duty.  Tlic  blacks  during  the 
remainder  of  that  protracted  meeting  eontinued  to  occupy  our  slip, 
anii  our  family  the  sciils  anumd  tlie  stove.  We  soon  afier  moved  to 
Hudson,  and  though  living  three  miles  away,  becitmc  regular  attend- 
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uitB  at  the  CoDgregatioiutl  Church  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  In 
aboat  a  year  we  received  a  letter  from  good  DeiicuD  Williams,  in- 
funniiigua  that  our  relatione  with  the  church  in  FmnbUn  were  ended 
in  accordance  with  a  rule  made  by  the  church  eince  we  iefl,  that '  any 
member  being  aheent  a  year  without  reporting  him  or  herself  to  that 
church  should  be  cut  off.'  This  was  the  first  intimatiua  we  had  of 
the  existence  of  the  rule.  Father,  on  reading  the  letter,  became 
white  with  anger.  This  was  my  firat  tatite  of  the  proelavery  diabo- 
lism that  had  intrenched  itself  in  the  Church,  and  I  shed  a  few  un- 
called for  team  over  the  matter,  for  instead  I  should  have  rejoiced  in 
my  emancipation.  From  that  date  my  theological  shacklea  were  a 
good  deal  broken,  and  I  have  not  worn  them  since  (to  speak  of),  — 
not  even  for  ornament-"  ' 

Milton  Lusk,  the  uncle  of  the  elder  children  of  John 
Brown,  told  me  in  1882  that  he  firat  8eparated  from  the 
Congregational  Church  in  Hudson  upon  the  issue  of  coloni- 
zation for  the  colored  people,  although  in  his  case  there 
were  other  grounds  of  difFereoce.  His  brother-in-law  never 
"  came  out "  from  the  Church  in  the  sense  of  the  early  aboli- 
tionists, although  he  censured  the  subservience  of  the  clergy 
and  the  laity  to  the  prejudices  of  the  people.  Brown's  rev- 
erence for  the  Bible  as  a  divine  gift  to  man  and  a  rule  of  life 
never  faltered,  and  his  ancestral  faith  was  declared  as  fer- 
vently in  his  last  days  of  glorious  imprisonment  as  any  of 
the  Christian  martyrs  avowed  theirs.  But  he  grew  more 
tolerant  of  differences  of  opinion  as  he  advanced  in  years, 
and  he  found  no  fault  with  the  religion  of  Theodore  Parker, 
though  it  was  so  unlike  his  own. 

^  A  shorter  account  of  this  alTair,  as  lemembered  by  fiuth  Thompson, 
has  already  been  given. 


LIFK  AND   LETTERS  OF  JOHN   HHOWN. 


CHAPTER  III. 


"SINESS  ALV5. 

lier,  already  cited,  show 
worldly  calling.  His 
omury  with  Americans 
tb  all  his  higher  quali- 
ee.  His  autobiography 
!  was  wlicn  a  boy ;  and 
His  father  had  trained 


JOHN   URO'"" 

THE  letters  of  Brc 
that  he  was  di 
vocations  weri?  variou 
of  New  England  orig 
ties,  John  Ki-owii  was 
shows  how  active  and 
this  activity  in'ver  def 
hiin  to  his  own  o^upation,  tliat  of  a  tanner;  but  he 
was  also  a  land-surveyor,  lumber-dealer,  postmaster,  wool- 
grower,  breeder  and  trainer  of  race-horses,  stock- fancier,  land 
speculator,  farmer,  orcliardist,  wool-factor,  wool-sorter,  and 
pioneer  in  a  new  country,  like  the  Adirondac  wilderness 
around  Whiteface  and  Lake  Placid.  Emerson  almost  de- 
scribed him  when  he  wrote  in  his  "  Self-Kelianee  "  of  that 
"sturdy  lad  from  New  Hampshire  or  Vermont,  who  in  turn 
tries  all  the  jjrofessions,  —  who  team*  it,  farms  it,  peddles, 
keeps  a  school,  preaches,  edits  a  newspaper,  goes  to  Con- 
gress, buys  a  township,  and  so  forth,  in  successive  years, 
and  always  like  a  cat  falls  on  his  feet,"  Tliis  man,  says 
Emerson  further,  "walks  abreast  of  his  days,  and  feels 
no  shame  in  not  '  studying  a  profession  ; '  for  he  does  not 
postjtone  his  life,  but  lives  already." 

Following  the  advice  of  Franklin,  who  was  one  of  Brown's 
oracles,  he  married  young,  as  we  Iiave  seen,  so  that  his  old- 
est son  was  but  twenty-one  years  younger  tlian  himself. 
Having  begun  thus  early  to  "  give  host'igcs  of  fortune,"  as 
Paeou  says,  John  Brown  devoted  himself  with  diligence  to 
his  occupation,  for  the  support  of  bis  young  family.  He 
was  a  tanner  and  land-surveyor  at  Hudson  until  1825,  when 
he  moved  to  Richmond,  near  Meadville,  in  Pennsyh-ania, 
and  there  carried  on  the  same  vocations.  He  remained 
until  ISJiS,  then  removed  to  Franklin  Mills,  Portage  County, 
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Ohio,  and  there  miDgled  speculation  in  land  witli  his  tan- 
mDg.  Upon  this  point,  John  Brown,  Jr.,  says :  "  When 
the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  canal  was  located  through  Frank- 
lin, father  purchased  the  old  Haymaker  farm  and  divided 
it  into  village  lots.  In  the  reverses  aud  pecuniary  disas- 
ters of  1836-37,  he  made  an  assignment  of  all  his  property 
for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors.  His  faim  in  South  Kent 
(then  Franklin),  now  covered  by  valuable  residences  and 
shops,  went  with  the  rest  Those  who  visit  Kent  now 
[1884]  will  see  that  father's  business  ajitieipations  were 
only  a  little  in  advance  of  the  times."  It  was  at  a  later 
date  that  the  sale  of  Brown's  farms  in  Hudson  was  followed 
by  an  adventure  which  has  given  occasion  for  some  petty 
scandal  against  him.  This  has  been  answered,  and  the 
affair  explained  by  his  son  John,  as  follows :  "  The  farm 
in  question  father  lost  by  indorsing  a  note  for  a  friend.  It 
was  attached  and  sold  by  the  sheriff  at  the  county  seat 
The  only  bidder  against  my  father  was  an  old  neighbor, 
hitherto  regarded  as  a  friend,  who  became  the  purchaser. 
Father's  lawyer  advised  him  to  '  hold  the  fort '  for  a  time 
at  least,  and  endeavor  to  secure  terms  from  the  purchaser. 
There  was,  as  I  remember,  an  old  shot-gun  in  the  house,  but 
it  was  not  loaded  nor  pointed  at  any  one.  No  sheriff  came 
on  the  premises ;  no  officer  or  posse  was  resisted ;  no  threat 
of  violence  offered.  The  purchaser  finally  swore  out  a  peace 
warrant  against  father ;  and  witbin  half  an  hour  after  our 
arrest  by  a  constable,  he  tore  down  that  terrible  old  log 
fort." 

The  bankruptcy  of  John  Brown,  to  whinh  he  alludes  in 
several  of  his  letters,  and  in  connection  with  which  he  was 
once  imprisoned  in  the  county  jail  at  Akron,  occurred  in 
1842,  and  the  imprisonment  was  in  consequence  of  this 
affair  of  the  Hudson  farm.  Among  his  creditors  then  was 
the  New  England  Woollen  Company  at  Eockville  in  Con- 
necticut, to  whose  agent  he  gave  the  following  agreement, 
with  the  letter  annexed  :  — 

RlCllFCELD,  Oct.  17,  18*2. 

Whereas  I,  John  Brown,  on  or  about  the  1 5th  dny  of  June,  A-  a. 
1839,  received  of  the  New  England  Company  (through  their  ngput, 
OeoTge  Kellugg,  Esq.),  the  earn  of  twentj-cight  handrod  dollars  for 
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the  purchase  of  \\\«<\  fur  ^d  eomp&uy,  and  imprudooily  pledged  the 
ftatno  fur  my  uhii  b(^iii-6t,  and  could  uot  redemii  il;  und  wherdas  I 
hsvo  hcva  legally  clibuliurged  fhnn  my  oliligatiirna  by  the  lawe  uf  llie 
United  StHtes,  —  1  litrtlij  agree  (in  coDsideraliuu  of  the  gfent  kind- 
ness and  teudiTiu'.«K  'if  r^iM  Company  tuward  tne  in  my  calamity, 
and  more  partiiiilarly  nf  the  moral  ublipitian  I  am  under  W  render 
to  all  their  iui-),  u<  p^iy  the  eaino  and  the  intorcHt  thereon,  ftum 
time  tu  time,  a^  Diviui;  I  enable  tne  to  do.     Wilnuts 

my  hand  and  ie^tl. 

JoHK  Brown. 

KicuFii  UNTT.  Ohio,  Out.  17, 1812. 

Gboboe  Kb l Loan,  Esq. 

Dear  Sik,  —  1  liavejiis  nntion  of  my  final  diechnrgv 

as  a  bunlirupt  iu  liie  WisCi  I  ought  to  be  grateful  that 

no  one  of  my  creditors  hf  i[i(iBilli'n  to  such  discharge 

being  given.     I  shiill  mm  _  pimtitiiH'd,  havo  an  opiwr- 

tunity  of  proving  the  sincerity  of  my  past  profeesiooB,  wheu  iogntlj 
free  to  act  as  1  choose.  1  am  aoiry  to  eay  that  in  conseqaenoe  of  the 
unroreseen  ex|)euse  of  getting  the  disvlmrgc,  tbo  losa  of  an  ox,  and 
the  destitute  condition  in  wliich  a  new  iturreuder  of  my  etfects  has 
placed  uie,  with  luy  numerous  family,  I  fear  tliia  year  must  pass 
witiiout  my  effecting  in  the  way  of  payment  what  I  have  encouraged 
you  to  expect  (not  with  standing  I  have  been  generally  prosperous  in 
my  business  for  the  seiison). 

KespectfuUy  your  unworthy  friend, 

John  Bkown. 

These  papers  show  the  real  integrity  of  Brown  in  a  trans- 
.iction  where  lie  might  have  escaped  the  obligation  which  he 
thus  assumed.  He  had  not  paid  the  whole  of  tins  debt  at 
his  death  in  1859.  In  his  will  then  made  he  bequeathed 
fifty  dollars  toward  paying  the  claim,  which  the  Company 
received  and  placed  to  his  credit. 

Another  of  Brown's  creditors  at  a  later  period  was  Dwight 
Hopkins,  formerly  of  Ohio,  but  lately  of  Montana,  who 
followed  him  to  Kansas  in  IS.'So-oG  to  collect  some  part  of 
his  debt.  He  found  Brown,  as  the  story  goes,  "  in  a  little 
cabin  with  his  toes  out  of  his  boots,  and  nothing  but  mush 
and  milk  on  the  table,  —  the  old  m.in  tearfully  regretting 
his  lack  of  better  entertainment." '    Hopkins  got  his  pay 
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finally ;  bttt  that  was  not  always  the  oase  with  Brown's 
creditors,  as  we  have  seen,  and  shall  see.  He  would  seem 
to  have  been  "  a  visionary  man  in  business  affairs,  and  of  a 
restless,  speculating  disposition,  not  content  with  the  plod- 
ding details  of  ordinary  trade."  As  to  his  wool  specula- 
tions. Colonel  Simon  Perkins,  of  Akron,  when  questioned  by 
me  in  1878  •  about  Brown's  wool-growing  and  wool-dealing,  re- 
plied, "  The  less  you  say  about  them  the  better."  I  answered 
that  the  more  I  knew,  the  better  I  should  be  able  to  say 
the  less.  He  then  said  that  Brown  was  a  rough  herdsman, 
though  a  good  wool-aorter ;  "in  general  terms,  he  was  not  a 
good  shepherd,  though  a  nice  judge  of  the  quality  of  wool." 
He  used  shepherd  dogs,  «  because  it  was  then  the  fashion  to 
ose  them,  as  much  for  company  as  anything  else ;  but  they 
did  more  harm  than  good."  He  said  he  kept  but  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  sheep  when  Brown  had  charge  of  them, 
and  that  lie  could  easily  distinguish  every  sheep  from  every 
other,  for  "sheep  look  at)out  as  much  alike  as  men  do." 
"  Brown  took  all  the  care  and  risk  of  the  fiock,  and  accounted 
to  me  at  the  end  of  the  year,  when  we  divided  the  profits ; 
he  was  here  off  and  on  for  ten  or  twelve  years.  In  the 
wool  business  at  Springfield  I  furnished  the  capital;  Brown 
managed  according  to  his  own  impulses :  he  would  not 
listen  to  anybody,  but  did  what  he  took  into  his  head.  He 
was  solicitous  to  go  into  the  business  of  selling  wool,  and  I 
allowed  him  to  do  it ;  but  he  bad  little  judgment,  always 
followed  his  own  will,  and  lost  much  money.  His  father 
bad  more  judgment  and  less  will.  I  had  no  controversy 
with  John  Brown,  for  it  would  have  done  no  good."     "  Do 


'  Mny  29,  1878, 1  vinited  the  lai^  farm  of  Colonel  Perkins,  lying  jnat 
ontiide  the  city  limite  of  Akron,  in  the  township  or  Portage,  where  Brown 
herded  ihecTi  as  late  as  1854.  Calling  on  Colonel  Pvrkins  a  little  before 
noon,  I  found  him  walking  in  his  garden,  >  white-bearded  nuin  with  a  for- 
biddintt  manner,  who  evidently  grudged  me  the  half-hour  I  asked  of  him 
to  talk  about  Brown.  He  said  he  had  letter*  of  Brown  ;  but  thej  were 
hnaineaa  letters,  and  not  to  be  shown.  He  eaid  he  no  longer  keiit  sheep, 
became  "  it  does  not  pay  to  Keep  them  here,  so  near  to  the  cUy  ;  "  that 
Ui  crops  were  wheat,  fniit,  vegetables,  etc  1  told  htm  that  I  knew  mueh 
at  Brown's  Virginia  campaign,  but  little  of  hia  life  as  a  sheep-hnner,  and 
obtained  the  infonnation  given  above. 


58  LIFK   ASH   LETTERS  OF  JOHN   BROWN-  11843. 

you  mean  to  coiniL'ct  me  witli  tbat  Virgiuia  affair  ?  "  said 
Colonel  Perkins.  "  I  consider  liim  and  the  men  that  helped 
him  in  that  tlu'  biggest  aet  of  fools  iu  the  world."  Evi- 
dently he  had  tieatcil  Brown  more  generously  than  he  now 
sjroke  of  him,  iuul  no  doubt  sympathized  with  Lim  in  his  ef- 
fort to  help  the  wiHil-growers.  Mr.  T.  B.  Musgrave,  of  New 
York,  who  was  ihcii  w  "  '        '  with  the  wool-trade,  lias 

told  me  that  the  wareh  1  at  Springfield  and  else- 

where was  a  new  feati  d  by  Brown,  iu  order  to 

enhance  prices  in  the  i  s  farmers. 

Brown  went  from  )  iudson  in  1839,  having 

also  lived  at  Hudson  and  in  184U  for  a  time, 

in  1841  he  ki-pt  the  si  lin  Oviatt,  a  farmer  and 

merchant  of  Hiuhfield.  reveraes  in  1837  he  had 

taken  up  the  romantie. .  herd,  —  that,  as  he  says, 

"being  a  caEling  lor  wnicn  in  early  life  he  had  a  kind  of 
enthusiastic  longing."  At  the  a^  of  thirty-nine,  when  he 
entered  fully  upon  this  "  calling,"  he  also  Imd,  as  he  says, 
"the  idea  that  as  a  business  it  bid  fair  to  afford  him  the 
means  of  carrying  out  his  greatest  or  principal  object." 
This  object  was  the  literation  of  the  slaves;  and  the  plan 
which  he  had  formed  tor  this  was  in  substance  tlie  same  in 
1839  that  it  was  twenty  years  later,  when  he  put  it  in  exe- 
cution. "  If  he  kept  sheep,"  said  Emerson,  "  it  was  with 
a  royal  mind ;  and  if  he  traded  in  wool,  he  was  a  merchant- 
prince,  not  in  the  amount  of  wealth,  but  in  the  protection 
of-the  interests  confided  to  him."  A  few  of  liis  letters  at 
this  period  may  be  cited  to  show  how  he  dealt  witli  these 
interests,  whether  of  animals  or  of  men. 

Letters  of  John  Brown  lo  his  Children. 

RicuFiELn.  Ohio,  July  2i,  1S43. 
Dear  son  John,  —  I  vvW  know  how  to  n])prociatc  tlm  feelings 
■if  a  yoiitig  persiin  aniiing  strangers,  mid  at  a  distance  from  lioitic ;  and 
no  want  of  good  fitfljug  tiiwards  you,  or  interest  in  yi'ii,  has  hpcn 
the  rcasiin  wliy  I  have  not  wrilten  yon  before.  I  have  been  earefal 
and  troubleil  with  so  njuch  Berving,  tliiit  1  luivo  in  a  great  measure 
ncfjlected  the  one  thing  nectlfiil,  niid  pretty  much  alopped  alt  corres- 
poiidoiice  with  heavou.  My  worldly  business  has  borne  heavily,  and 
still  does ;  but  we  progress  some,  have  uur  tilieep  sheared,  and  have 
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done  fiomething  at  uar  buying.  H&ve  our  tauDing  business  goiDg  oa 
in  about  the  same  pnipuniuD,  —  that  ia,  we  are  pretty  fairly  behind 
ID  buNDBBB,  and  feel  that  I  must  uearly  i>r  quite  give  up  odo  or  other 

of  the  branoheB,  for  want  of  regular  troops  on  Xrhom  to  depend.  We 
should  like  to  know  huw  you  eipcct  to  dispose  of  your  time  hereafter, 
and  how  jou  get  along,  what  your  Bludies  are,  and  what  difficulties 
you  meet.  I  would  send  you  some  luoney,  but  I  have  not  yet  re- 
ceived a  dollar  from  any  source  since  you  kft.  I  should  nut  be  so  dry 
uf  funds  could  I  but  overtjike  my  work ;  but  ail  ia  well,  —  all  is  well. 
Will  you  come  boiae  or  not  this  (kjl  t  I  suppose  there  are  some  per- 
sons in  Sichfield  who  would  be  middliug  fund  uf  aeeing  you  ba«k  o«ce ' 
tuore,  wherever  you  may  be.  I  hope  yuu  may  behave  yourself  wisely 
Id  all  things. 

From  your  affeetionat^  father, 

JuBM  Brown. 

RicupiKLO,  Jan.  11,  1S«. 
Dear  Son  John, —  Your  letter,  dated  December  21,  was  re- 
ceived 80U10  days  ago,  but  I  have  purposely  dehiyed  till  now,  in 
order  to  comply  with  your  request  that  I  should  write  about  every- 
thing. We  are  all  in  health  ;  amongst  the  number  is  a  ucw  ustcr,' 
about  three  weeks  old.  I  know  uf  no  oue  of  our  fricnda  that  is  not  in 
cuinfuilable  health.  1  have  just  met  with  father;  he  was  with  us  a 
few  days  since,  and  all  were  then  weU  in  Hudson.  Our  flock  is  well, 
and  we  seem  to  be  overtaking  our  businesa  in  the  tannery.  Divine 
Providence  seems  to  smile  on  our  worka  at  this  time ;  I  hope  we 
shall  not  prove  unthankful  for  any  favor,  nor  forget  the  giver.  (I 
bave  gone  to  sleep  a  great  many  times  while  writing  the  above.) 
The  boys  and  Ruth  are  trying  to  improve  some  this  winter,  and  are 
effecting  a  little  T  think.  1  have  lately  entered  into  a  copartnership 
with  Simon  Perkins,  Jr,,  of  Akron,  with  a  view  to  carry  on  the 
sheep  bnaiuess  extensively.  He  is  to  furnish  all  the  feed  and  shelter 
for  wintering,  as  a  set-off  against  our  taking  all  the  care  of  the  flock. 
All  other  expenses  we  are  to  share  equally,  and  to  divide  the  profits 
equally.  This  arraogeinent  will  reduce  our  cash  rents  at  least  $25(1 
yearly,  and  save  onr  hiring  help  in  haying.  We  expect  to  keep  the 
Captain  Oviatt  farm  for  paBturing,  but  my  family  will  go  inio  a  very 
good  house  belonging  tn  Mr.  Perkins,  —  say  from  a  half  a  mile  to  a 
mile  ODt  of  Akron.  I  think  this  is  the  most  comfortable  and  the  most 
favorable  arrangement  of  my  worldly  cJincerns  that  I  ever  had,  and 
calculated  to  afford  us  more  leisure  for  improvement,  by  day  and  by 
night,  than  anjjrther-      I  do  hope  that  God  has  enabled  us  to  make 

'  Anne  Brown,  now  Mrs.  Adam*. 
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it  in  mere;  to  us,  uad  tint  that  heshnuld  ecod  Ipaddms  into  our  aniiU. 
Our  time  will  all  be  nt  our  own  coinmuid,  eicept  the  care  of  the 
flock.  We  hnve  notliitip  to  do  with  providing  for  tlicm  in  tliu  wiutnr 
exM^ptiog  Imneatiug  nitabftga*  tiud  jwtiitfKW, 
_  This,  I  think,  will  bo  cinsidtTuI  no  inoim  nlliance  for  our  famil;, 
and  I  uioat  CHnii-hUy  liope  they  will  Imve  wiadoui  givHU  to  innke  the 
most  of  it.     It  is  iirtiiiiily  indoreing  the  po.it  buuknipt  Rnd  his  faiuUj, 

three  of  whom  werir  but  r '-~   "— n  jiul,  in  a  manner  (|uil«nn- 

expccleil,  and  |irt.vi-s  iliiU  ig  wc  have  bet-u  a  e<»n|iiuij' 

of  •'  Belted  Kuights,"  cui  d  eteadj  endeavora  to  tnain- 

tai«  our  integrily  and  niir  not  been  wholly  oTtrluoknd. 

Mr.  Perkins  is  perfet-tly  <  [wverty,  tind  the  times  thai 

have  passed  over  iia.     P  ly  rtiiuk  beat  to  have  soriio 

coimetliou  wilh   fliia  ims  ml  know  of  ANY  person  ill 

HlOHFIELD  that  you  wi.u  be  fond  nf  hwiring  from  in 

pHni<;ular,  excej.tiug  one  ;   and   if  henriog  from  any 

person  prove  to  be  a  ver  usiness,  I  woiiid  adviEe  not 

to  worry  at  prcbi'uL.     Will  you  lev  me  mow  how  it  aianda  between 
you  and  all  parliea  cuucerued  T  * 

Your  father, 

John  Brown. 

To  his  wife  he  wrote  thus  at  this  period :  — 

Springkield,  Maw.,  March  7,  1844. 

Mv  DEAR  Mary,  —  It  is  once  more  Sabbath  evening,  and  nothing 
BO  much  aerords  with  my  feelings  as  to  spend  h  portion  of  it  in  e*m- 
versing  with  the  partner  of  my  elioice,  and  the  ahari'r  of  my  ]>overty, 
trials,  discredit,  and  sore  afflietious,  ns  well  aa  of  what  comfort  and 
seeming  priW[>erity  has  fallen  to  my  lot  for  quite  a  iiumber  of  years. 
I  would  yon  should  realize  that,  notwit  list  audi  iig  I  am  absent  in 
body,  I  am  very  much  of  the  time  present  m  spirit.  1  do  not  forget 
the  firm  attachment  of  her  who  has  remained  my  fast  and  faithful 
affeettonatc  friend,  when  others  said  of  me,  "  Now  that  be  lieth,  be 
shall  risit  up  no  more."  ...  1  now  feel  eueoumged  to  bi-Iiovc  that 
my  absence  will  not  be  very  long.  After  being  so  mni:b  away,  it 
seems  as  if  I  knew  pretty  well  how  to  appreciate  the  ([uiet  of  home. 
There  is  a  peculiar  music  in  the  word  which  a  half-year's  absence  in 
a  distant  coimtry  ivonld  enable  you  to  understand.  Millions  there 
are  whr)  have  no  such  thing  to  lay  claim  to.  I  feel  cimaidcrable  regret 
by  turns  that  I  have  lived  so  many  years,  and  have  in  reality  done  so 

»  The  allusion  at  the  close  of  thia  letter  is  to  some  affnira  of  the  h.^art  ia 
which  the  younp  man  then  had  an  interest ;  for  love  was  no  more  n  stranger 
to  tliese  Ohio  shepherds  than  to  those  of  Sicily. 
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liUle  to  increase  the  amoant  of  human  happiness.  I  often  regret  that 
toy  maDD6T  is  do  more  kind  and  affeetionale  to  those  I  really  love 
and  mteom ;  but  I  tnut  my  friends  will  overlook  my  harsh,  rough 
ways,  wheD  I  cease  to  be  in  their  way  as  an  occasion  oF  puin  and  un- 
bappincss.  In  ims^oBtton  I  often  see  you  in  yonr  room  with  Little 
Chick  Hud  that  strange  Anna.  You  must  say  to  her  thut  father 
means  to  come  before  long  and  kisa  somebody.  I  will  close  by 
saying  that  it  is  my  growing  i^fsolution  to  endeavor  to  promote  iny 
own  happiness  by  doing  what  I  can  to  render  those  about  me  more 
BO.'  If  the  large  boys  do  wrong,  call  them  alone  into  your  room,  and 
expostulate  with  them  kindly,  and  see  if  you  cannot  reach  them  by  a 
kind  bat  powerAil  appeal  to  their  honor.  I  do  nut  claim  that  such 
ft  theory  accords  very  well  with  my  practice;  I  frankly  confess  it  does 
not ;  bat  I  want  your  face  to  shine,  even  if  my  own  should  be  dark 
and  cloudy.  You  can  let  the  family  read  this  letter,  and  perhaps  you 
may  not  feel  it  a  great  harden  to  answer  it,  and  let  mc  hear  all  about 
bow  you  get  along. 

Afiirctionatcly  yours, 

John  Browk. 


Clrveland,  June  2S,  1S14. 
Drar  son  John,  —  I  received  your  letter  somo  days  ago,  but  was 
eo  busy  in  preparing  for  my  journey  to  Lowell  (un  which  I  now  am) 
that  1  could  find  no  time  to  write  before.  We  hud  been  waiting  for 
news  from  you  for  some  time,  not  knowing  where  you  were,  and  were 
alt  glad  of  your  letter.  I  will  give  a  Itllle  account  of  things  since 
yon  left.  We  moved  to  Akrtm  about  the  10th  of  April ;  get  along 
very  pleasantly  with  our  neighbors  Perkins  ;  find  them  very  aSkble 
And  kind.  Have  had  a  good  deal  of  loss  amongst  our  sheep  frinn 
grub  in  the  head.  Have  raiaeii  560  lainba,  and  have  3,700  pounds 
of  wool ;  have  been  offered  SG  ccnis  per  pound  for  one  ton  of  it. 
Jason  spends  most  of  his  time  in  Richfield.  Have  not  yet  dune 
finishing  leather,  but  shull  probably  get  through  in  a  few  weeks 
after  my  return.  The  general  aspect  of  our  vrorldly  afiiiirs  is  favor- 
able. Hope  we  do  not  entirely  forget  God.  I  am  extremely  ignnranl 
at  present  of  miseellancons  suhjei^s.  Have  not  been  at  Richlit'lil  for 
•ome  time,  and  have  but  a  moment  to  write,  on  iHuird  a  IhkiI.  I 
enclose  three  dollars,  and  would  more,  but  may  be  sliort  of  exinnse 
motley.  May  wri(«  you  at  Lowell  or  Boston  ; '  tnay  return  by  yuu. 
Your  affectiduate  father, 

John  Brown. 

•  Mr.  AmoB  A.  I^wrence,  of  Boston,  writes  me  (Feb.  25.  1885),  "Brown 
WIS  tbi  igant  of  OOT  Firm  to  buy  wool  Id  Ohio,  ss  early  m  1813." 
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Akuon,  Jsn.  27.  1S48. 
Dear  son  John,  —  I  arriTod  at  home  DeMinber  'itl ;  had  a  fa- 
tiguing but  I  sliuuti]  tliiuk  H  priMiioruUH  juoraey,  atid  bruu(;hl  with 
uie  a  few  <:hoice  sheep.  Our  wiwl  sulil  by  the  sort,  at  (ruin  24  oenta 
lu  $1.30  per  punnd,  just  as  wo  wash  it  uti  the  aheep;  average,  abiiut 
the  same  as  last  year,  perliups  u  littlo  better.  Our  Huck  have  dotie 
remarkably  this  wbter,  aud  are  in  guod  condition  and  health.  Wu 
have  lost  but  three  by  disease  siacv  sumctimti  in  tlie  fall.  Our  suli-s 
of  sbeep  (iiioetly  bucks)  eiuuo  Auguirt  auiuunt  to  aboDt  $  G4U.  Siuuu 
my  return,  I  have  been  truubted  aiusideral)ty  with  uiy  eyes.  Tlit^y  are 
bMtcr  DOW.  Your  letter  to  Buth  is  received,  mid  uhe  is  preparing  tu 
go  with  you  when  you  coino  out.  I  have  a  phiu  lo  ky  before  you  fur 
yuur  operaUons  after  the  first  of  Juuo  ueKI,  Hud  bof>o  you  will  uiit  coiii- 
uiH  yourself  for  a  longer  tiiue  until  yuu  bi'tu*  it.  I  think  we  have  quite 
Hs  much  worldly  pneperity  as  will  be  likely  to  be  a  real  blcissiug  to 
ns.  Fred  is  iu  Kichfield  for  the  prceout,  witJi  about  iiSO  shi'ep  aud  a 
dtig  uuder  his  command.  Ho  seeuis  disposed  to  reading  and  some 
thought.  Would  like  to  have  you  wrii«  him  there,  or  here  perhaps 
would  be  better.     Write  often. 

Aii'eclionately  your  father,  John  Beowk, 


RlrHMOND,  jEFFEnaoS  Cot'NTY,   0(110,  MsTch  24,  1816. 

Dear  Son,  —  I  nm  out  among  the  wool-growers,  wilh  a  view  to 
the  next  summer's  operations.  Left  borne  about  a  week  ago;  nil  were 
then  in  middling  health  exrept  some  very  hard  colds.  I  expect  to  be 
out  some  three  or  four  wcckn  yet,  and  on  that  nccouut  do  not  know  as 
I  shall  be  able  to  hoar  from  you  and  Kuth  until  I  get  home.  Hope  to 
hear  from  ynu  then.  Mr.  Perkius  cnme  homo  a  day  or  two  after  you 
left,  full  in  the  faith  of  our  plan,  having  completed  our  arrangementB. 
Onr  plan  seems  to  meet  with  general  favor.  Jason  and  I  have  talked 
of  a  visit  to  Canada  on  our  return  next  fall.  We  would  like  to  know 
more  about  that  country.  We  should  be  gbid  to  hear  something  from 
George  Delamater,  and  to  know  where  ho  19,  and  what  he  really  means 
to  be.  You  may,  If  you  think  best,  say  so  to  him,  and  teU  him  we 
have  DOl  forgotten  him.  Our  uue sampled  suceess  in  minor  affiiirs 
might  1>n  a  lessou  to  ns  of  what  unity  and  perseverance  might  do  in 
things  of  pome  importance.  If  you  learn  of  any  conaderable  woid- 
dealers  or  wool -grii were,  you  can  use  the  circular,  and  more  may  be 
sent  if  beat ;  of  that  you  can  judge  after  a  little  inquiry.  I  may 
write  you  again  befiire  I  go  home.  Saj/  to  RulA,  to  Ve  all  tluit  to-day 
vhkh  ahe  inttntis  to  be  to-morrow. 
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The  "  ciroulai "  mentioned  in  the  last  letter  is  the  follow- 
ing, first  iuBued  in  1846,  and  written  by  Brown :  — 

The  vmdeksioned,  commission  wool-merchaiits,  wocl-gTBders, 
and  eiportere,  have  completed  anungementa  for  receiving  wool  uf 
gruwera  and  holders,  and  for  grading  and  selling  ibo  saiae  for  ca^h  Rt 
its  real  value,  when  quality  and  condition  are  considered.  Terms  for 
storing,  grading,  and  selling  will  be  two  cents  perpound,  and  about  one 
mill  per  pound  additional  fbrpoetage  and  insurtincoagaiaHt  low  by  fire. 
TheM  will  cover  all  charges.  Those  consigning  wool  to  us  should 
pay  particular  attention  to  the  marking  of  their  sacks;  near  oae  end 

of  each  sack  should  be  marked  in  plain  characters,  "  From " 

(here  ^ve  the  owner's  name  in  full,  together  with  the  No.  and  w<>ight 
uf  each  bale).  On  the  side  of  each  sack  direct  to  Perkins  &  Brown, 
Springfield,  Mass. 

REFERENCES. 

PeraoDB  wishing  for  iofonnatiou  in  regard  to  our  responsibility, 
ponotuabty,  etc,  are  referred  to  the  following  gentlemen:  — 


William  Pattrbbom.  Eeq.,  Patter- 
tan's  Hilli,  Wuhinglon    County, 

James  Patterson,  Esq.,  P»llereon'i 

Mills,  Wuhinglon  Counly,  Peno. 

Pattehso^p    ~ 


t  Hills, 


1     COUD 


,   Esq.,    Steuben- 


Hon.  jEBRMiAir  H.  Hallock,  Sten- 

benTJIle,  JtSenoa  County,  Ohio. 
AVAH  Hkldenbramd,  E*q.,  Mosul- 

ton,  Stark  Counlf,  Ohio. 
jAJtES  W.  WAiJuica,  E«].,  Brandf- 

wina  Hills,  Summit  County,  Obio. 
Matthrw   McKrbvsr,  Esq.,  West 

Hiddletowa,WishinetoaCo.,  Fend. 
Joan     Smabt,     Esq..     Darliuglon, 

Beaver   County,    Pann. 
TasD'K     Brahpt,   Esq.,   GenuaDO, 

Harrison  County,  Ohio. 
BUHOF      Alkuhdrr     CAMmu., 

BaUianv  Collage,  V*. 
J.  D.  &  W.  H.  Ladd,   RkhmoDd, 

Jeffeivon  County,  Ohio. 
R.    T.     KtRTLAND,     Kaq.,    Poland, 

Trnmliull  County,  Ohio. 
John  R.  JoRtS,  tiq.,  Vernon.  N.  T. 
AuHTiH  B.  WKasTER,  Esq.,  Vernon, 

Oneida  Conoty,  N.  Y. 

SpaiNonELD,  Mass.,  1816. 

In  1846,  while  in  the  midst  of  these  occupations  as  a 
vool'f:roweT  and  wool-dealer,  John  Brown  came  back  to 
New  England  tor  a  few  years,  and  took  tip  his  abode  at 
Springfield,  in  Massachimetts,  not  very  far  from  the  first 


Penn. 
Jesbe    EODIM 

ville,  Jeff  ere 
Patterson  &  Ewino,  Burgeltstovn, 

Washington  Counly,  Penn. 
Wu.  Browklrk,  Esq.,  Washington, 

Waehinglon  County.  Penn. 
Frkd'k     Kinsman,    Esq.,    Warren, 

Trumbull  Cuuuly,  Ohio. 
Hem  A.I     OviATT,     Esq.,     Richfield, 

Summit  County,  Ohio. 
Van  R.  HoHPHSET,  E»q.,  Hudson, 

Summit  County,  Ohio. 

Pebeiks  &  Brown. 
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Connecticat  home  of  his  ancestors  in  Windsor.  He  went 
tliere  to  reside  as  one  of  this  firm  of  Perkins  &  Brown, 
agents  of  the  sheeij-farmers  and  wool-merchants  in  North- 
ern Oliio,  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and  Virginia,  whose 
interests  then  required  an  agency  to  stand  between  them 
and  the  wool-manufacturers  of  New  England,  to  whom  they 
sold  their  fleeces.  The  Ohio  wool-growers  fannied  that 
they  were  fleeced  as  well  as  their  Socks  in  the  transactions 
they  had  with  these  manufacturers,  who  would  buy  wool 
before  it  was  graded,  pay  for  it  at  the  price  of  a  low  grade, 
and  then  sort  it  so  as  to  bring  themselpbs  a  large  profit.  In 
the  contest  which  Brown  carried  on  with  them,  these  New 
England  manufsusturers  finally  won,  hut,  as  he  thought,  by 
bribing  one  of  his  subordinates.  Concerning  his  business 
life  at  Springfield,  I  have  the  following  particulars  and 
anecdotes  from  Mr.  E.  C.  Leonard,  now  of  New  Bedford, 
who  had  an  oflice  in  the  same  block  with  Brown,  at  Spring- 
field, near  the  railroad  station  and  the  Massasoit  House. 
Mr.  Leonard  calls  him,  familiarly,  "  Uncle  John,"  but  not 
from  relationship. 

"  I  first  toew  John  Bmwn  in  llie  summer  nf  1847,  when  he  rented 
the  U|)pcr  part  of  John  L.  Kitig's  olJ  wwi-lionst'  by  Ihe  railroad,  and 
I  ««!iipied  the  lower  Hour  anJ  cellar.  He  whs  busy  with  his  men 
eortiuf;  wiMil  upstairs,  and  acldnni  stopped  tu  «ay  more  tban  a  shiirt 
pleasunt  word,  in  pasaiiig  up  or  down  through  my  store. 

''  Chosler  W-  Chapiu  was  building  a  hlock  next  south  of  the  old 
railmtul  office,  and  Uncle  John  had  engnged  one  store  and  itie  lofts, 
iulu  which  he  moved  early  in  1848.  Id  1850  he  was  wiuding  up 
his  wool  busine^,  and  I  engaged  the  room  he  occupied,  and  moved  In- 
to thi-  Btont  while  he  still  bold  the  lofta.  I  was  then  more  intiuialfly 
in  ciiuiaet  with  him,  and  learned  moro  of  his  nature  and  ojnniotis, 
and  then  learned  to  respect  him  highly.  His  wool  business  wbs  nn- 
suiMHt«grul.  I  always  understood  that  some  time  in  1S43-46,  the 
WDoi-gTowers  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  and  perhaps  of  Illinois,  hnd 
a  convention  in  some  western  city,  aimmg  them  Uncle  John,  who 
then  owned  a  flock  of  Saxony  sheep  with  Mr.  Perkins  of  Akron, 
Ohio,  said  to  be  the  fiiiest  and  most  perfect  fli>ck  in  the  United  States, 
and  worth  about  $30,000.  At  this  convention  Uncle  John  suggested 
the  plan  of  hnviiig  an  agent  in  Massachusetts  to  whom  the  growers 
■hoold  send  their  w<ki1,  have  it  graded,  and  sold  M  a  MTtain  snin  per 
pound.  The  Idea  took,  and  to  the  surprise  of  Uncle  Jiihu,  they  pitched 
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upon  him  se  their  agent.  I  uoderetood  that  he  was  finally  peniuadnl 
to  take  the  agency  with  considerable  iliffioulty,  but  at  laet  cousentcd, 
and  went  inui  it  with  his  usual  energy.  The  idea  of  the  Assedation 
Tao,  that  all  their  wool  ehuuld  go  there,  be  graded,  Bold,  and  each 
to  share  proporCioDally  iu  the  price,  acconiiug  to  quality,  finenoBs, 
cletUilineBa,  etc  This  was  all  very  well  the  first  year,  wIicd  w<io1 
advanced  somewhat  npou  the  opening  market,  and  the  growers 
netted  better  prices  than  they  had  been  in  the  habit  of  getting ; 
bat  it  did  nut  last.  Uuele  John  tried  to  carry  out  the  idea  impar- 
tially, with  all  the  rigor  of  theory  and  of  his  habits  of  thonght.  But 
thoae  gruwers  who  had  taken  pains  with  tho  fineness,  cleanliness, 
etc,  of  their  wool  fonud  they  had  to  discount  from  the  price  it 
brought  on  aocount  of  the  carelessness  of  other  grotf  ers,  when  the 
general  average  was  made  up  at  the  end  of  the  season.  Those,  too, 
who  had  brought  their  wool  to  market  early,  and  had  it  gnuieil  and 
■old  esiij  at  good  prices,  found  there  was  a  discount  from  the  falling 
of  the  market  later  in  the  season.  Besides,  Uncle  John  was  no 
trader:  he  w^ted  until  his  wools  were  graded,  and  then  fiied  a 
price  ;  if  this  suited  the  manufacturers  they  took  the  fleeces;  if  not, 
they  bought  elsewhere,  and  Uncle  John  had  to  submit  finally  to  a 
mnch  leea  prioe  tlian  he  could  have  got.  Yet  ho  was  a  scrupulously 
honest  and  upright  man,  —  hard  and  inflexible,  hut  everybody  had 
just  what  belonged  to  him.  Brown  was  in  a  position  to  make  a  fbr- 
tnne,  and  a  regular-bred  merchant  would  have  done  so,  —  benefiting 
the  vool-groweiB  and  the  manufacturers  mutually.  But,  as  I  said, 
it  waa  a  fiiilnre." 

How  exten^ve  this  business  became  before  it  closed  may 
be  seen  by  some  calculations  before  me,  in  Brown's  hand- 
writing, but  without  any  date  of  the  year,  —  presumably, 
however,  before  he  went  to  Europe,  in  1849.  These  fig- 
ures evidently  represent  the  agent's  transactions  in  one 
year's  bosiness :  — 

Freight $1,000.52 

iDsniaDce 140.76 

CommiBdons 2,598.49 

Postage 1.10 

Cash 52,701.33 

Interest  to  7th  Aug. 1,33251 

"      "  ^     110.07 

Ttrtal  paid,  $57,884^48 

Total  reoeived,  49,903.67 

6  $7,981.81 
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This  seems  to  indicate  that  Brovn  had  advanced  money 
on  the  wool  stored  in  Springfield,  and  that  the  excess  of  hia 
advances  over  the  cash  received  and  the  expenses  of  the 
business  had  tieen  nearly  $8,000  at  this  time.  The  whole 
stock  of  wool  covered  by  this  account  was  nearly  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  thousand  pounds,  and  the  average  price 
received  apparently  less  tlian  forty  cents  a  pound,  —  the 
different  prices  ranging  from  tweuty-tive  to  eighty-five 
oents  a  pound. 

Frederick  Douglass  (once  a  Maryland  fugitive,  and  since 
the  Marshal  of  the  United  States  at  Washington,  twenty 
years  after  Brown's  death,  but  who  knew  him  in  1S47— 18  as 
a  radical  abolitionist,  very  friendly  to  all  men  of  color,  and 
especially  to  fugitive  slaves)  describes  Brown's  way  of  life 
at  SpringSeld  as  he  then  saw  it.  Douglass  had  called  at  his 
wool  warehouse  first,  and  finding  tluU  a  substantial  brick 
building  on  a  prominent  street,  he  inferred  that  tlie  occu- 
pant must  l>e  a  man  of  wealth.  But  the  dwelling-house  of 
the  wool-merchant  amazed  him :  — 

"  It  was  a  sniiill  woodeu  bailding  on  a  back  streot,  in  n  neighbor- 
hood chiefly  occupied  by  laboring  mfn  and  inechaDies ;  i«spei',Iable 
enoTigii,  to  be  sure,  biit  not  quite  the  place,  I  thought,  where  one 
vould  IfMik  for  the  residence  uf  a  flourishing  nnd  sutx^HfuI  merchauL 
Plnin  us  wa«  the  outeiile  of  the  house,  the  insid«  we.%  plitiuer.  Its 
fumirure  would  have  tmlisfied  a  Sitartan.  It  would  take  lunger  to 
tell  what  was  not  in  tliis  house  than  what  was  iu  it.  There  was  an 
air  of  plainuotiB  about  it  which  almost  ouggested  destitution.  My  first 
meal  passed  under  the  misnomeT  of  tea,  though  there  was  nothing 
miggeslive  of  that  uical  as  it  is  generally  undcratood.  It  consisted  of 
beef  soup,  cabbage,  and  potatoes,  a  meal  such  as  a  man  might  relish 
after  following  the  plough  all  day.  There  were  nu  servants,  —  the 
mother,  daughters,  and  sons  did  the  serving,  and  did  it  well.  They 
were  evidently  n^  to  it,  and  had  no  tliought  uf  any  impropriety  <ir 
degradation  in  being  their  own  servants.  It  is  said  that  a  houpc  in 
some  measare  reflects  the  ebaracter  uf  its  oceupsnts ;  this  one  cer- 
tainly did.  In  it  there  were  no  disguises,  no  illnsions,  no  make- 
believes;  everything  imphed  stem  truth,  solid  purpose,  and  rigid 
eoontiiny.  ...  He  fulfilled  St.  Paul's  idea  of  the  head  of  the  family. 
His  wife  believed  in  him,  and  his  chiidren  observed  him  with  rever- 
ence. Whenever  he  si>oliu  his  words  commanded  oameBi  altenlinn. 
Hia  aiguinents,  which  I  ventured  at  some  points  to  oppose,  seemed 
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se  all ;  his  app^itla  touchcil  aI1,  aud  hia  vriW  iinpresseil  all*  I 
I  Cprtjiioly,  I  never  fell  myself  in  the  presoin*  tif  n  stronger  religioui  J 
I  inttuetice  than  while  Id  this  man's  buuse." 

Douglass  sooD  learned  that  hia  host  was  living  in  this* 
Spartan  way  in  order  to  save  as  touch  money  as  jjossibie  fori 
his  great  enterprise  of  freeing  the  slaves;  ami  this  agrees   \ 
with  what  we  know  from  other  sources.    It  was  from  James 
Format!  probably  that  Mr.  Keilpath  obtained  the  typical 
anecdote  that  Brown  would  not  sell  leather  by  the  pound 
from  his  tannery  until  the  last  drop  of  moisture  had  beea 
dried  out  of  it,  "  lest  he  should  sell  his  customers  water  t 
instead  of  leather."     The  general  testimony  of  his  business  I 
associates  is  that  of  Heroan  Oviatt  who  knew  him  at  Richr  I 
field,  and  who  said  in  1859 :  "  Through  life  he  has  been  I 
distinguished  for  liis  integrity,  and  esteemed  a  very  ( 
Bcientiuus  man  by  those  who  have  known  him." 

It  was  to  advance  the  price  of  wool  that  Brown  visited  1 
Euro]*,  hoping  to  open  there  a  market  for  American  wool,  | 
some  lots  of  which  he  had  previously  forwarded  to  his  agents,  I 
the  Pickersgills,  in  London.  As  will  be  seen  later,  the  price  I 
actually  got  at  auction  in  England  for  the  second  grrnle  of  I 
wool  was  less  than  thirty  cents  a  poitiid,  or  far  below  tha  j 
American  average.  Mr.  Leonard  happened  to  be  an  eye- 1 
witness  to  one  of  the  instances  in  which  Brown  was  grii 
oiialy  disappointed  in  hia  English  speculation,  and  has  thua  ] 
desitribed  what  took  place,  We  must  suppose  the  time  to  i 
be  after  Brown's  return  from  Europe.  Mr.  Musgrave,  tha  J 
Yorkshire  manufaetnrer,  established  in  Northaiaptoil,  Mass.,  i 
was  the  father  of  T.  B.  Musgravo  of  New  York,  already  I 
cited. 

"  A  little  iuddnnt  ocoinrpil  in  1830.     Perkins  &  Brown's  eliji  h 

come  forwanl,  nui  it  was  Imnntifnl ;  the  tillle  compact  Saxnny  iJerrpa'l 

wore  lis  uiw  as  posaibln.    Mr.  Mnsgmve  of  the  Nrtrthnmpton  Wooll»ii 

Mill,  who  WW  making  ahnwla  am!  brnailrloiho,  wanted  it,  and  offered 

Unolu  John  »iity  pflnts  a  iinnnd  for  it,     '  N-v  I  am  goinc  to  BMid  it 

tn  London.'    Mu(igTavr>,  whn  was  a  Yorlfsliire  mtin,  adviwd  Brown 

not  to  do  it,  for  Arneriwin  wool  would  uiit  sell  in  London,  ^  not  bring    . 

thought  good.     He  tried  h.wl  tii  hny  it,  but  without  avail.     IT 

John   grai](<d   it   liiinsclf,   iMmpbl   nfw  wll^lling,  and  had  -it   pHnked  I 

under  bis  own  eye.     The  Iwgs  were  (inu,  ruuuil,  banl,  and  i 
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almost  as  if  tbey  had  been  turned  out  in  a  lathe,  and  away  it  wnit. 
Some  little  lime  after,  long  enough  for  the  purpose,  news  came  that 
it  was  sold  in  London,  but  the  price  was  not  stated.  Musgrave  came 
into  my  counting-room  one  forenoon  all  aglow,  and  said  he  wanted 
me  to  go  with  him,  —  he  was  going  to  have  some  fun.  Then  he  ^ent 
to  the  stairs  and  called  Uncle  John,  and  told  him  he  wanted  him  to 
go  over  to  the  Hartford  depot  and  sec  a  lot  of  wool  he  had  bought. 
So  Uncle  John  put  on  his  coat,  and  wo  started.  When  we  arrived  at 
the  depot,  and  just  as  we  were  going  into  the  freight-house,  Musgrave 
says :  *  Mr.  Brune,  I  want  you  to  tell  me  what  you  think  of  this  lot 
of  wull  that  stands  me  in  just  fifty-two  cents  a  pund.'  One  glance 
at  the  bags  was  enough.  Uncle  John  wheeled,  and  I  can  see  him 
now  as  he  *  put  back  ^  to  the  lofts,  his  brown  coat-tails  floating  be- 
hind him,  and  the  nervous  strides  fairly  devouring  the  way.  It  was 
his  own  clip,  for  which  Musgrave,  some  three  months  before,  had 
offered  him  sixty  cents  a  pound  as  it  lay  in  the  loft.  It  had  been 
graded,  nfew-bagged,  shippi^d  by  steamer  to  London,  sold,  and  re- 
shipped,  and  was  in  Springfield  at  eight  cents  in  the  pound  less  than 
Musgrave  ofiered. 

"  The  last  tune  I  saw  him  was  in  1851.  He  had  some  native  wine 
that  he  had  made,  and  he  asked  me  to  taste  it,  —  I  think  from  currants, 
native  grapes,  and  tlie  rasj^berry.  The  latter  was  very  excellent,  and 
when  I  told  him  of  the  great  quantities  of  Franoonia  raspberries 
growing  by  the  roadsides  in  the  White  Mountain  region,  he  took 
down  directions,  and  said  he  should  try  to  go  there  the  next  season 
and  make  a  quantity  of  wine." 

So  it  seems  he  was  a  vintager  as  well  as  a  shepherd; 
indeed,  he  sought  perfection  in  all  his  undertakings,  and 
was  constantly  improving  the  stock  of  cattle,  the  quality  of 
orchards,  grape-vines,  etc.,  as  his  sons  do  still.  In  March, 
1839,  he  drove  a  herd  of  cattle  from  Ohio  to  Connecticut, 
and  in  July  brought  back  with  him  a  few  fine  sheep,  from 
which  he  bred  his  first  flock  in  Eichfield.  He  had  made  a 
previous  journey  to  Connecticut  the  same  year,  in  connec- 
tion w^ith  his  financial  embarrassment,  and  in  the  course  of 
it  wrote  the  following  letter  to  his  wife :  — 

New  Hartford,  Coxy.,  Jan.  23,  1839. 

...  I  have  felt  distressed  to  got  my  business  done  and  return, 
ever  since  I  left  home,  but  know  of  no  way  consistent  with  duty  but 
to  make  thorough  work  of  it  while  there  is  any  hope.  Tilings  now 
look  more  favorable  than  they  have,  but  I  may  still  be  disappointed. 
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We  most  all  try  tn  trust  in  Hitn  who  is  very  gracious  and  full  of 
OOmptusiuQ  and  of  almighty  power ;  f<ir  those  that  ilu  will  not  be  made 
■shamed.  Eira  the  prophet  prayed  atid  afflicied  liim)<clf  before  God, 
when  himself  and  the  Captivity  were  in  a  straight,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  you  will  join  with  me  under  eitniUr  circiiui8taQn«.  Don't  got 
dlsoooroged,  any  of  you,  but  hope  in  God,  and  try  uU  to  servo  him 
with  a  peifeot  heart 

In  1840  be  had  returned  to  Hudson,  where  hia  father  still 
lived,  and  there  engaged  largely  in  sheep-raising.'  His  jKirt- 
ner  at  first  was  Captain  Oviatt,  of  Richfield,  a  neighboring 
town  ;  and  in  1842  Brown  had  remoTed  to  Richfield,  where 
he  lived  for  two  years,  and  where  his  daughter  Anne  was 
bom.  Heie,  too,  he  lost  four  children  in  less  than  three 
weeks,  —  Sarah,  aged  nine  ;  Charles,  almost  six ;  Peter,  not 
quite  three ;  and  Austin,  a  year  old.  Tiiiee  of  these  were 
carried  out  of  his  house  at  one  funeral,  and  were  buried  in 
the  same  grave,  in  September,  1843.  In  S)>ringfield  also,  as 
we  have  seen,  one  of  his  children  died  under  pathetic  cir- 
cumstances. Yet  he  looked  back  on  his  life  in  that  city 
with  pleasure. 

>  John  Brown  bred  rmcing-horBca  in  Franklin  in  1636-37,  from  a  horsa 
called  "  Count  Piper,"  and  from  another  callud  "  Johii  MuDonsld."  Tlicra 
wata  t>ce.coara(i  at  Wam-n,  Ohio,  fn^quented  by  Keutuckiaiia  aiid  others, 
the  only  racing-ground  then  in.  the  Western  Beserve.  A  ccrtHhi  Dr.  Har- 
mon owned  or  leapt  "Count  Pi()er"  and  "John  Mi:Donald,"  from  which 
Brown  bred  seTeral  colta  ;  and  young  Jolio,  who  giive  m«  thrs«  facts,  saj-s 
tbat  he  "  broks  "  a  young  McDonald  ot  thrcfi  or  four  years  old,  —  pcrhiipg 
in  1SS7-38.  His  father  had  no  aeruple  about  breciliiig  rnce-horses  at  that 
time,  bnt  aftsrwards  gave  it  up  an  principle.  "  Ho  hnd  no  wish  (o  breeil 
nwrely  dran-horses,  but  was  alwavH  thinking  ot  running  with  horses  and 
of  military  operations."  He  nantcd  his  sons  to  became  familini'  with  swift 
horses,  and  to  understand  all  about  tlii-ir  management,  and  was  hiuisclf  a 
i:;nod  rider,  —  not  particularly  graceful,  his  sons  s.iy,  "but  it  wiik  very 
banl  to  throw  him."  He  "broke"  mein|;-hon>es  himsetr.  At  Unit,  he 
arguni  that  if  he  did  not  breeil  them,  sanieboilr  else  would ;  Ult  hia  snn 
John  "co[tvinced  him  that  was  the  gamblers  and  the  slavehulders  argu- 
ment, and  he  abandoned  the  buainess,  and  went  into  sheep-fflrniing  huiI  tan- 
ning." This  I  heard  from  John  and  Owen  Brown  iti  iSeS,  when  thi'v  were 
relating  to  me  their  advpntures  on  horsriiack  in  Kansas,  in  which  they 
owed  dieir  esrape  from  their  cnrniics  to  the  spceil  of  their  borsi's  ami  tlie 
training  of  the  latter  to  tes]i  fences,  etc.  Among  the  men  who  were  ukbo- 
datfd  with  John  Brawn  in  business  were  Oilbert  Hlibhanl  (con  of  a  ship 
chandler  of  Baton,  and  afterwards  a  chandler  himself  at  Chicago),  whowu 


While  engaged  in  his  Springfield  agency,  and  wishing  to 
make  a  market  for  his  wool,  which  be  thought  he  could  sell 
in  Europe  to  advantage,  he  went  abroad  in  1849,  and  trav- 
ersed a  part  of  England  and  tlie  Continent,  on  bnsineaa,  but 
also  with  an  eye  to  hia  future  campaigns  against  slavery. 
He  visited  wool-markets  and  battle-he  Ids,  and  took  notice 
of  the  tricks  of  trade  and  the  inanfEuvrea  of  armies  with 
equal  interest.  He  was  then  noted  among  wool-dealers  for 
the  delicacy  of  his  touch  in  sorting  the  different  qualities 
and  his  skill  in  testing  them  when  submitted  to  him.  Give 
him  three  samples  of  wool,  —  one  grown  in  Ohio,  another  in 
Vermont,  and  a  third  in  Saxony,  —  and  he  would  distinguish 
them  from  each  other  in  the  dark,  by  his  sense  of  touch. 
Some  Englishmen,  during  hia  sojourn  abroad,  put  this  power 
to  the  test  in  an  amusing  manner.  One  evening,  in  eom- 
pany  with  several  Eogliah  wool-dealers,  each  of  whom  had 
brought  samples  in  his  pocket.  Brown  was  giving  his  opinion 
as  to  the  best  use  to  which  certain  grades  and  qualities 
should  be  put.  One  of  the  party  very  gravely  drew  a  sam- 
ple from  his  pocket,  handed  it  to  the  Yankee  farmer,  and 
asked  hiin  what  he  would  do  with  such  wool  as  that. 
Brown  took  it,  and  bad  only  to  roll  it  between  hia  fingers 
to  know  that  it  bad  not  the  minute  honks  by  which  the 
fibres  of  wool  are  attached  to  each  other,  "Gentlemen," 
said  he,  "  if  you  have  any  machinery  in  England  that  will 
work  up  dog's  hair,  I  advise  you  to  put  this  into  St."  The 
jocose  Briton  bad  sheared  a  poodle  and  brought  the  fleece 
with  him ;  but  the  laugh  went  against  him  when  Brown 
handed  back  his  precious  sample.  His  skill  in  trade  was 
not  so  great;  and,  as  we  saw,  after  trying  the  markets 
of  Europe,  he  finally  sold  his  Liverpool  consignments  of 
wool  at  a  lower  price  than  they  would  have  brought  in 
Springfield. 


ronnectsd  with  Brown  Mt  Hinisnn  in  sh^pp-raisinfr,  nnd  sftcnrarHs  with  him 
>t  Springni^ld  in  tho  wnol  bnsinesn,  md  J.  C,  Fnirchilil,  Tather  cirGeneial 
Lucins  FairvbiH,  nf  Wisoonsin,  who  wn«  a  imrtdw  with  Brown  in  tanning 
at  Huilaon,  and  afterwards  livwl  nt  Cleveliind,  A  younp  man  nnmed  For- 
man,  whn  becam*  wmnerti-d  nftcrwnHs  hy  marrinp-  witli  the  Fnirrhililii, 
WM  broaitlit  lip  liy  Brown  at  Kaudolph,  and  was  living  in  1S61  kt  Voungs- 
Till«,  Peon, 
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K  few  letters  of  his  from  Ilurope  are  in  existence,  and 
will  soon  be  givea.  The  only  other  record  of  his  European 
experiences  is,  perhaps,  that  noted  down  by  me  from  con- 
versations in  lSo7-5d,  in  which  he  described  what  he  chiefly 
noticed  abroad,  —the  agricultural  and  military  equipment  of 
the  countries  visited,  and  the  social  condition  of  the  people. 
He  thought  a  standing  army  the  greatest  curse  to  a  country, 
because  it  drained  away  the  best  of  the  young  men,  and  left 
farming  and  the  industrial  arts  to  be  managed  by  inferior 
persons.  The  German  farming,  he  said,  was  bad  husbandry, 
because  the  farmers  there  did  not  live  ou  tiieir  land,  but  in 
Tillages,  and  so  wasted  the  natural  manures  which  ought  to 
go  back  without  diminution  to  the  suit.  He  thought  Eng- 
land the  best  cultivated  country  he  bad  ever  seen  ;  but  as 
we  were  driving  away  one  morning  in  1S59  from  the  coun- 
try seat  of  Mr.  John  M.  Forbes  at  Milton,  near  Boston,  he 
told  me  that  he  had  seen  few  houses  of  rich  men  in  England 
so  full  of  beaut}-  and  comfort  as  this,  in  which  he  had 
passed  the  night.  He  had  followed  the  military  career  of 
Napoleon  with  great  interest,  and  visited  some  of  his  battle- 
fields. We  talked  of  such  things  while  driving  from  Con- 
cord to  Medford  one  Sunday  in  April,  1S57.  He  then  told 
me  that  he  had  kept  the  contest  against  slavery  in  mind 
while  travelling  on  the  Continent,  and  had  made  a  special 
study  of  the  European  armies  and  battle-fields.  He  had 
examined  Tf^apoleon's  positions,  and  assured  me  that  the 
common  military  theory  of  strong  places  was  unsound;  that 
a  ravine  was  in  truth  more  defensible  than  a  hill-top.  So 
it  is  for  an  army  of  heroes,  as  Leonidas  demonstrated  at 
Thermopylae;  but  for  ordinary  warfare,  we  may  believe 
that  Kapoleon  was  right.  Brown  often  witnessed  the  evo- 
lotions  of  the  Austrian  troops,  and  declared  that  they  could 
always  be  defeated  (as  they  have  since  been  in  Italy  and 
elsewhere)  by  soldiers  who  should  manteuvre  more  rapidly. 
The  French  soldiers  he  thought  well  drilled,  but  lacking 
individual  prowess ;  for  that  he  gave  the  palm  to  our  own 
countrymen. 

John  Brown  sailed  for  England  in  August,  1849,  and 
returned  to  Siiringfield  in  October,  He  wrote  to  his  son 
as  follows :  — 
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London,  Aug.  29, 1849. 
Dear  son  Johk,  —  I  reached  Liverpool  on  Sabbath  day,  the 
26th  ioBt.,  and  this  place  the  27th  at  evening,  —  a  debtor  to  Grace  for 
health  and  for  a  very  pleasant  and  quick  passage.  Have  called  on 
the  Messrs.  Pickersgill,  and  find  they  have  neither  sold  any  wool  nor 
offered  any.  They  think  that  no  time  has  been  lost,  and  that  a  good 
sale  can  yet  be  expected.  It  is  now  the  calculation  to  offer  some 
of  it  <U  the  monthly  sale,  September  next,  commencing  a  little  before 
the  middle  of  the  month.  I  have  had  no  time  to  examine  any  wools 
as  yet,  and  can  therefore  express  no  opinion  of  my  own  in  the  matter. 
England  its  a  fine  country,  so  far  as  I  have  si'en ;  but  nothing  so  very 
wonderful  has  yet  appeared  to  me.  Their  farming  and  stouo-masonrx 
are  very  good ;  cattle,  generally  more  than  middling  good.*  Horses, 
as  seen  at  Liverpool  and  London,  and  thn)ugh  the  fine  country 
betwixt  these  places,  will  bear  no  comparison  with  those  of  our 
Northern  States,  as  they  average.  I  am  here  told  that  I  must  go  to 
the  Park  to  see  the  fine  horses  of  England,  and  I  suppose  I  must ; 
for  the  streets  of  Lcmdon  and  Liverpool  do  not  exhibit  half  the  dis- 
play of  fine  horses  as  do  those  of  our  cities.  But  what  I  judge 
fix)m  more  than  anything  is  the  numerous  breeding  mares  and  colts 
among  the  growers.  Their  hogs  are  generally  good,  and  mutton- 
sheep  are  almost  everywhere  as  fat  as  pork.  Tell  my  friend  Middle- 
ton  and  wife  that  England  affords  me  plenty  of  roast  beef  and 
mutton  of  the  first  water,  and  done  up  in  a  style  not  to  be  exceeded. 
As  I  intend  to  write  you  very  often  I  shall  not  be  lengthy ;  shall 
probably  add  more  to  this  sheet  before  I  seal  it.  Since  writing  the 
above,  I  find  that  it  will  be  my  best  way  to  set  out  at  once  for  the 
Continent,  and  I  expect  to  leave  for  Paris  this  evening.  So  farewell 
for  this  time,  —  now  about  four  o'clock  p.  m. 

Your  affectionate  father, 

John  Brown. 

London,  Sept.  21,  1849. 

Dear  son  John,  —  I  have  nothing  new  to  write  excepting  that  I 
am  still  well,  and  that  on  Monday  a  lot  of  No.  2  wool  was  sold 
at  the  auction  sale,  at  from  twenty-six  to  twenty-nine  cents  per  pound. 
This  is  a  bad  sale,  and  I  have  withdrawn  all  other  wools  from  the 

*  Writing  Sept.  30,  1850,  to  an  inquiring  correspondent,  John  Brown 
said  :  "  None  of  my  cattle  are  pure  Devons,  but  a  mixture  of  that  and 
a  particular  favorite  stock  from  Connecticut,  —  a  cross  of  which  I  mneh 
prefer  to  any  pure  English  cattle,  after  many  years  experience,  of  diffeirnt 
breeds.  I  was  several  months  in  England  last  season,  and  saw  no  one 
stock  on  any  farm  that  would  average  better  than  my  own," 
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Bwrkot,  or  pablie  salea.  Sinne  the  other  wooIb  havo  bccu  witbJniwD, 
I  luT«  diwavered  a  much  greater  ioten^t  uinuug  the  buyers,  and  I 
WD  in  hupea  to  miMeed  bettor  with  the  other  wiuk  ;  bat  caunot  nay 
yet  how  U  will  prove  on  the  wbule.  I  bavu  a  ^rcat  deal  uf  t<tttpicl, 
obstinate  prejudice  tu  ajjntead  with,  as  well  as  cuiillietiug  iulcruutii, 
both  in  this  oountry  and  fnitii  the  Uniti.'d  Stutea.  I  citu  tnily  say  tiiat 
I  have  exerted  myself  to  the  utmost,  and  that  if  1  uuuuot  etfect  a 
better  sate  of  the  other  woub  privately  I  shall  slAit  tliem  luck.  I 
brlievB  diat  not  a  pound  uf  No.  2  wuul  wiui  bought  for  the  Uuitcd 
Sbitet;  aad  I  learn  that  the  gmirml  fet'liiig  Is  now  that  it  whs 
quite  undersold.  About  one  hundred  and  tifty  bales  wore  sold.  I 
rvgn-t  that  so  many  bales  were  put  up;  but  it  L-aiinot  bcheljK.-d  now, 
fur  after  wool  has  been  subiMted  tu  a  Loudciu  exiiutiuatiou  fur  public 
sale,  it  is  very  much  injured  fiT  selliug  aguiu.  The  agiut  uf  Thiriou, 
MuiUrd,  &  Co.,  hits  been  looking  at  thetii  t<i-day,  imd  sci'iiu-d  highly 
pleased ;  said  ho  had  uever  seen  supi-rior  wiirib,  and  lliat  he  would 
»ee  me  again.     We  have  not  yet  talked  abuut  price. 

I  now  think  I  shall  begin  to  think  of  home  (juitR  in  earnest  at 
least  in  another  fortnight,  [Hissibly  siKirier.  1  do  uut  think  the  sale 
made  a  full  test  uf  the  opi^ratiuu.     Farewell. 

Your  affectionate  father, 

Joii>'  Brown. 

Wkstpout,  S.  v.,  Nuv.  3,  16W. 
Dearbon  Joiiir,  — Ireaehi'd  hniue  but  week,  and  found  nil  well, 
and  tlie  weather  fine,  which  lui»  hvfu  the  caw  since  yon  left  Ehscx 
County.  I  eipoct  to  return  to  Sjiriiigfield  luiiiic  day  ih  xl  week,  but 
wish  you  would  forward  me  (iciVAout  delai/)  by  letter  din'clpil  to  nio 
at  this  place  (W<'»lport,  Esmx  Co.),  care  of  F.  II.  fulling,  u  lirafl 
on  New  York  for  C350,  payable  to  uiy  urder.     I*1cum<  let  my  wife 

Your  affectionate  father,  John  Bkowk. 

John  Brown  landed  in  Eiiglanil,  Sunday.  Aue-  26,  1840, 
and  was  in  Paris  on  the  2!)th  and  SOtli  of  AHijuHt.  His 
journey  through  Gnnnatiy  must  havp  btvjn  swift,  for  In*  was 
again  in  London,  Soptemhcr  21 ;  but  ho  may  have  visited 
the  Continent  again  in  Oetoljer,  for  he  did  not  huid  in  ^'ew 
York  until  the  last  wceTt  in  October,  and  proceeded  from 
there  to  Westport  tin  liis  way  to  North  EUki  (wlifre  his 
family  were  then  settled),  as  the  short  letter  abovo  prinb'd 
shows.  His  wife,  h<)wever,  was  then  at  a  watei-i-ure 
establishmeot  in  Northumpton,  whilu  John  was  nnuuiifiug 
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the  business  in  Springfield.  The  story  of  hia  settlement  in 
the  wilderness  of  northern  New  York  will  be  more  fully 
given  hereafter.  80  far  as  hia  wool  business  WEia  concerned, 
this  foieat  home  afforded  him  a  tjuiet  retreat  from  the 
annoyances  which  the  failure  of  his  mercantile  enterprise 
brought  upon  him.  All  through  1850  it  was  evident  that 
the  result  would  be  unfortunate,  and  it  was  feared  his  losses 
might  be  large.  Brown  was  anxious,  not  without  reason, 
lest  his  partner  in  Ohio,  .Simon  J^erkins,  might  blame  him 
for  his  peculiar  and  obstinate  course  in  trying  to  force  the 
market,  without  success.  The  following  letters  show  how 
this  affair  turned :  — 

John  liroivn  to  hit  Family. 

BuKOKTrsTOWN,  PENS..  April  12,  1850. 

Dbar  son  Joun  and  Wife,  —  When  at  New  York,  on  my  way 
here,  I  oilW  at  Measre.  Fowler  &  Wolla's  uffioe,  but  you  wero 
absent.  Mr.  Perkins  has  made  me  u  visit  livre,  and  loft  for  home 
yesterday.  All  wnU  at  Ebbcx  when  I  left;  all  wbU  at  Akron  when 
hu  left,  (ine  week  siuve.  Our  meeting  together  was  one  of  the  moat 
CKirdial  and  pleasant  I  ever  eiperiunued.  Uo  met  «.  full  history  of 
our  difficulties  and  probable  Iobscb  without  a  fruwn  un  his  cuunte- 
nnnce,  or  one  syllahlc  of  retleetiiin  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  with  words 
of  comfort  and  eucourogeuicnt.  Hi-  is  wlmUy  averse  to  any  separa- 
tion of  our  business  or  iuteresl,  and  gave  me  the  liiUeal  assurance  of 
his  undiminished  cuQEdeaec  and  [t^rsunal  regard.  He  expresses 
nrong  dearf  t<i  have  our  flock  of  sh^ep  remain  undivided,  to  become 
the  joint  possossioB  of  onr  families  when  we  have  gone  off  the  stage. 
Sucti  a  meeting  I  had  not  dared  to  expect,  and  I  most  heartily  wish 
eaoh  of  my  family  could  have  shared  in  the  comfort  of  it.  Mr.  Per- 
kins bus  ia  tlie  whole  boainess,  fnim  first  to  hurt,  sot  an  example 
worthy  of  a  philosopher,  or  of  a  Christian.  I  am  meeting  with  a 
Km«i  deal  of  trouble  from  Ih'ise  to  whom  we  have  over-advanceii,  but 
fwl  nerved  to  fa**  any  difficulty  while  God  continues  lue  such  a 
partner.  Expect  t*  be  in  New  York  within  three  or  four  weeks. 
Your  affectionate  father, 

John  Brown. 

Akhos;  April  25,  1850. 
Okas  bos  John  and  Wipe,  —  I  reached  here  well  yesterday, 
and  found  all  well.     Since  I  came  T  hiive  Rern  your  letter  to  Jason, 
by  which  1  am  taken  soiiH-whal  by  snrprisei  hut  am  eiceeiUngly 
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gratified  to  leam  that  jou  have  concluded  to  quit  tbat  city.  I  t)ave 
011I7  to  Wf  at  thia  momeat,  do  SDBpend  all  further  plans  and  move- 
mflDts  ontil  you  can  hear  the  result  uf  a.  geueral  conaultatioD  over 
matters  with  Mr.  PerkiDs,  your  grandfather,  and  Jaaon.  I  irill  jurt 
■ay,  ID  few  words,  that  such  is  the  effect  hero  uf  the  California  fever, 
that  a  man  is  becomiog  more  prtcious  than  gold  ;  and  I  very  much 
want  my  family  to  take  the  legitiiiiaie  and  proper  advantage  of  it. 
Edward  has  gut  married  and  gone  to  California. 
Your  affectioDate  fttther, 

John  Browk. 

Whitbrall,  N.  Y,,  Nov,  i,  1860. 
Deab  80K  John,  —  I  was  disappointed  ia  not  Beeing  you  and 
Wealthy '  while  in  Ohio ;  and  not  till  within  a  few  days  did  I  get  to 
kDow  where  to  write  you,  as  I  have  bren  ou  the  move  most  of  the 
■eason.  I  should  have  written  yon  while  at  Ravenna,  but  expected 
every  day  to  see  yoo.  We  have  trouble :  PickenigilU,  McDonald, 
Jones,  Warren,  BurlingtoD,  and  Patterson  &  Ewing,  —  these  difi'er- 
ent  olaima  amount  to  some  forty  thousand  dollars,  and  if  lost  will 
leave  uie  nice  and  ylat  This  is  in  conaden<^e.  Mr.  Perkins  bears  the 
trouble  a  great  deal  better  tlinn  I  had  feared.  1  have  been  trying  to 
euUect,  and  am  still  trying.  Have  nut  yet  effected  »  sale  of  our  wool. 
I  expect  to  take  some  uf  the  beat  of  my  cattle  tu  Akron,  Our  enips 
in  Essex  were  very  good  this  season,  and  expenses  small.  The  fam- 
ily were  well  when  last  heard  frum.  Ain  now  on  my  way  home. 
Snth  was  married  in  September,  and  I  think  has  done  well.  I  want 
you  to  write  me  at  Springfield  all  b<iw  yuu  get  alouji,  and  what  you 
are  doing  and  intend  to  do,  and  what  your  prospects  are.  I  have  in 
no  way  altered  my  plan  of  future  operations  since  conversing  with 
you,  and  I  found  Mr.  Perkins's  views  fully  correspond  with  my  own. 
I  have  my  head  aod  hands  quite  full ;  so  no  more  now. 
Your  affectionate  father, 

John  Brovh. 

SPHlKOFcrLD,  Mass.,  Deo.  i,  1850. 
Deab  bons  Johh,  Jason.  pREnsRicK,  and  daughters,  —  I 
this  moment  received  the  letter  of  Juhn  and  Jason  of  the  2ytb  No- 
vember, and  feel  grateful  not  only  Ui  leam  that  you  are  all  alive  and 
well,  but  also  for  almost  everything  yonr  lellers  communieate.  1  am 
much  pleased  with  the  reflection  ilmt  you  are  all  three  once  mure  to- 
gether, and  all  engaged  in  the  same  calling  that  the  old  patriarchs 
flawed.  I  will  say  but  one  w<ird  more  on  that  score,  and  that  is 
■  The  wife  of  John. 
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taken  from  their  biatory  :  "  Se«  that  yo  fall  not  out  by  the  wuy,"  iiiid 
all  will  l>B  exactly  right  in  thi-  end.  I  Bhuiilii  think  matters  were 
brightening  a  little  in  tliia  direotiuo,  in  rrgant  tu  uur  claiiiia ;  but  I 
have  DOl  yet  beeu  able  to  get  any  of  thoui  to  a  final  iaaue.  I  ihluk, 
too,  that  the  prospect  for  the  fine-wool  huHiuew  rather  impruvus. 
What  hardens  me  must  of  all  ia  the  apprehcueiun  that  Mr.  Perkins 
FXpoota  of  me  in  Uie  way  of  brining  uialtcrB  l«  a  close  wlial  nu 
livioK  uuiD  can  uossihly  bring  alxiut  in  u  short  time,  and  that  he  ia 
gutting  out  of  patience  aad  becoming  diatniBtful.  If  I  could  lie  with 
liim  in  all  I  do,  or  could  [Kissibly  atteud  to  all  my  cares,  and  give  him 
full  explanatious  by  loiter  of  all  mj  luovcuienU,  I  should  be  greatly 
relieved.  He  is  a  taoat  noble-spirited  man,  tu  whom  1  feel  most 
deeply  indebted;  and  no  atiiounL  of  money  would  atone  to  my  feel- 
ings for  the  loss  of  oouBdeuce  and  cordiality  on  hia  part.  If  my  stma, 
who  are  au  near  him,  conduct  wisely  and  faithfully  and  kindly  in 
what  they  have  undertaken,  they  will,  beyond  the  poe^liihly  iif  a 
duubt,  secure  to  themselves  a  full  reward,  if  they  should  not  be  the 
means  of  entirely  relieving  a  father  of  his  burdens. 

I  will  onoe  more  repeat  an  idea  I  have  ufleii  mentioned  in  regard 
to  business  life  in  general.  A  world  of  pleasure  and  of  saeness  is  the 
sure  and  constant  nltcndaut  upon  tarli/  rimtiff.  It  makes  all  the  busi- 
ness of  the  day  go  off  with  a  peoulutr  cheerfulness,  while  the  effects  of 
the  contrary  course  are  ii  great  and  constant  draft  upon  one's  vitality 
and  good  temper.  When  Inst  at  home  in  Essex,  I  spent  every  day 
but  the  first  afUtrnoon  surveying  or  in  tracing  out  fild  lost  boundaries, 
about  which  I  was  very  successful,  working  early  and  late,  al  two  dol- 
lars per  day.  This  was  of  the  utmost  Berviee  to  both  body  and  mind ; 
it  oxerQised  me  to  the  full  extent,  and  for  the  time  being  almost  en- 
tirely divested  my  mind  from  ita  burdens,  so  that  I  retumod  to  my 
(ask  very  greatly  refreshed  and  invigorated. 

John  aaks  me  about  Essex.  I  will  say  that  the  family  there  wore 
living  upon  the  bread,  milk,  butter,  pork,  cliickeus,  potatoes,  turnips, 
carrots,  oto,,  of  tiicir  own  nuHiUg,  and  the  most  of  them  abundant  in 
quantity  and  superior  in  quality.  I  have  aowbere  seen  such  pota- 
toes. Essex  County  so  abouuds  In  hny,  grain,  potatoes,  and  ruta- 
bagas, etc.,  that  I  6ud  uneipeeted  difficulty  iu  selling  for  cash  oats 
and  some  other  things  we  have  to  spare.  Last  year  it  was  exactly 
the  reverse.  The  wcalher  was  charming  np  to  the  ISlli  November, 
when  I  left,  and  never  before  did  the  country  seem  to  hold  out  so  many 
tilings  to  entice  me  to  stay  on  Its  soil.  Nothing  bnt  a  strong  sense  of 
duty,  obligation,  nn>l  propriety  would  keep  mo  from  laying  my  bones 
to  rest  there ;  hat  1  shall  cheerfully  endeavor  to  make  that  sense  my 
guide,  Opd  always  hcl|uug.  It  is  a  source  of  the  utmost  comfort  to 
fijcl  that  I  reiaiu  a  warm  plaoo  in  the  symiMtbies,  affections,  and 
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confidence  of  my  own  most  £Eimiliaf  acquaiutAuce,  myfamQy;  oud 
allow  me  to  say  that  b.  man  can  Wdly  get  ioU>  difficulties  tun  big  tu 
be  sunnounwd,  if  he  baa  a  firm  foothold  at  home.    Bemer^ter  that. 

1  am  glad  Jaaou  has  made  the  saleH  be  meotioaB,  on  maoy  accounla. 
It  will  relieve  Lia  immediate  monuy  wants,  a  thing  that  made  me 
■omewbat  unhappy,  as  1  could  uut  at  once  supply  them.  It  will 
lesaen  bis  care  and  the  ueed  of  being  gone  from  home,  perhaps  to  the 
injury  aomowbut  of  the  flock  that  lies  at  the  foundation,  and  possibly 
to  the  injury  of  Mr.  Perkins's  feelings  on  that  account,  in  some 
measure.  He  will  certainly  have  less  to  divide  his  attention.  I  had 
felt  Boioe  worried  about  it,  and  I  most  heartily  rqoice  to  hear  it ;  for 
you  may  all  rest  aeaored  that  the  old  flock  has  been,  and  so  long  as 
we  have  auything  to  do  with  it 'will  conUnue  to  be,  the  main  root, 
either  directly  or  indirectly.  In  a  few  short  months  it  will  afford 
another  crop  of  wool. 

I  am  sorry  for  John's  trouble  in  his  throat ;  I  hope  he  will  soon 
get  relicTcd  of  that.  I  have  some  doubt  about  the  cold-waler  prac- 
tice in  rases  of  that  kind,  hut  do  not  siippoM  a  resort  to  tncdidncs  of 
much  acoount.  Regular  out-of-door  labor  1  believe  to  be  oue  of  the 
best  medicines  of  all  that  God  bus  yet  provided.  As  to  Essex,  I  have 
DO  qnestion  at  oil.  For  sttick -growing  and  dairy  busineto,  consider- 
ing its  health  fulness,  cheapncns  of  price,  and  nearncBs  tu  the  two  best 
markets  in  the  Union  (New  York  and  Boston),  I  do  not  know  where 
we  could  go  to  do  better.  I  am  much  refreshed  by  your  tetters,  add 
until  yon  bear  from  me  to  the  contrary,  shiiU  be  gUid  to  have  you 
write  me  here  often.  Last  night  I  was  up  till  after  miduiglit  writing 
to  Mr.  Perkins,  aud  perhaps  used  some  expressions  in  my  nither 
cloudy  state  of  mind  that  I  bad  better  not  have  used.  I  mentioned 
to  bim  that  Jason  understood  that  he  disliked  his  mansgemcnt  of  the 
flock  somewhat,  and  whs  worried  about  ihat  and  the  poor  bay  he 
would  have  to  feed  out  daring  the  winter.  I  did  not  mean  to  write 
bim  anything  offensive,  and  hope  he  will  so  understand  me. 

There  is  now  a  fine  plank  road  completed  from  Westport  to  Eliza- 
bethtown.  We  have  no  hired  person  about  the  family  in  Essex. 
Henry  Thompson  is  clearing  up  a  piece  of  ground  that  tho  "  colored 
brethren  "  chopped  for  mc.  He  boards  with  the  family ;  and,  by  the 
way,  he  gets  Kuth  out  of  bed  so  as  to  have  breakfast  before  light, 
mornings. 

I  want  to  have  you  save  or  secure  the  fir^t  real  prompt,  fine-look- 
ing, black  shepherd  puppy  whose  ears  stand  erect,  that  you  can  get; 
I  do  not  care  about  his  training  at  nil,  furtliiT  than  to  have  him 
learn  to  come  to  you  when  bid,  t<)  sit  di)wu  and  lie  down  when 
told,  or  something  in  the  way  of  phiy.  Messrs.  Cleveland  &:  Titus, 
OUT  lawyers  in  New  York,  are  auKiuus  to  get  one  for  a  plaything; 
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aud  I  am  well  satisfied,  that,  shoulil  I  give  them  oue  as  a  matter  of 
fricudship,  it  wuiild  be  more  appreciated  bj  iheiti,  aud  do  itjure  tu 
secure  their  best  serviwe  in  tinr  Bail  with  Pickersgill,  tbaii  would  a 
huiidred  dollars  paid  tliem  iu  liie  way  uf  fees.  1  waLt  Jaeun  to  ob- 
taiu  fnim  Mr.  Perkins,  or  iiuy  where  he  pan  gM  them,  two  good  junk- 
buulcs,  have  them  tburouglily  eleaued,  aud  filk-d  with  the  cherry 
wine,  being  very  careful  uut  to  roil  it  up  before  filling  iho  biittlea,  — 
providing  good  oorks  and  filling  them  perfectly  fiill.  These  I  want 
him  Iu  jiaek  safely  in  a  very  ginall  strong  box,  which  he  enn  tnukc, 
direct  them  Hi  Perkins  Si.  Brown,  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  send  thein 
by  cxpreu.  We  can  effect  something  to  purjiose  by  produriug  ua- 
adulterated  dumestio  wines.  They  will  coujmand  great  prices.'  It 
IB  again  getting  late  at  night;  and'l  close  by  wishing  every  present 
as  well  as  future  good. 

Your  affcotionate  father, 

John  Brown. 

SniTKoFtELB,  Mars.,  D^c  6,  1850. 
Dear  son  John,  —  Ynur  kinrl  letter  is  received.  By  same  uiail 
I  also  have  one  from  Mr.  Pcrkius  in  answer  to  one  of  mine,  in  which 
I  did  in  no  vei'y  indistiuat  way  introduce  some  (jaeries,  nut  altogether 
nnliko  those  your  letter  contained.  Indeed,  your  letter  throughout  is 
to  much  like  what  hiis  often  passed  through  my  own  mind,  that  were 
I  not  a  little  Eoeplical  yet,  I  should  conclude  you  had  access  lo  B<iiiie 
of  the  knocking  Bpirila.'     I  shall  not  write  you  very  long,  as  I  mean 

t  This  lixea  tlie  date  of  the  anecdote  told  by  Hr.  Leonard  couufruing 
the  nines  which  Brown  had  to  exhibit ;  it  must  have  been  after  this  time, 
and  probably  in  16S1.  John  Brown,  Jr.,  has  been  for  many  yedis  caltivat- 
ing  the  grspe  on  an  island  in  Ljike  Erie,  and  his  brother  Jaaou  U  now 
doing  tlia  same  in  Southern  CoUfortiia.  Their  principles,  however,  forbid 
them  to  make  wine. 

"  This  was  the  period  when  the  Foi  family,  at  Hochesler,  N.  Y.,  were 
astonishing  the  world  with  their  knockingo  and  the  messageij  from  another 
world  which  these  wore  supposed  to  convey.  John  Brown,  Jr.,  wss  inclined 
to  beliBVe  in  the  reality  of  this  "  rat-hole  revelation  "  (ss  Emetson  de8crib«l 
it-to  Henry  Ward  Beecher)  ;  but  his  fatherwna  sceptical.  He  talked  with 
hia  sou  at  the  American  House,  Springfield,  in  1848,  concerning  this  mal- 
bT,  snd  told  him  that  the  Bible  contains  the  whole  revelntion  of  God  ;  that 
since  that  canon  was  cloaod,  "the  book  has  lieen  sealed,"  lu  his  later 
yean  h«  was  less  confident  of  this  ;  and  in  1369,  when  he  last  talked  with 
John  Brown,  Jr.,  on  the  subjei't,  he  said  he  had  rjeeived  mi-aanges,  as  he 
believed,  from  Dianthe  Lnak,  which  had  directed  hia  conduct  in  cases  of 
perpleiity.  Milton  Liufc  has  hern  a  helievrr  in  "  SpiritnsHsm "'  fur  many 
years  ;  indeed,  he  is  naturally  lioretical,  and  was  excommunicated  by  the 


ohnrch  in  Hndsftu,  ii 


1S3& 


ISSSJ 


JOroj   BRO\PN   AS  A   BUSIKESS   SL^JJ. 


791 


to  write  ag^n  before  iimny  days.     Mr.  Ptrkins's  letler,  to  which  I^ 

juBt  alluded,  appears  t<i  he  writicn  ia  a  very  kiuil  sjiirit ;  and  gu  long  I 

as  he  is  right-side  up,  I  shall  hy  uu  iiieaus  despuud  ;  iadeed,  I  thiuk  J 

I   the  ftig  clearing  awiiy  fnun  uur  inatUTS  a  HtUc.     I  cenaiuly  wish  to  I 

■  nnderstaDd,  and  I  mean  to  uuderstBDd,  "  how  the  hiod  lies  "  licfore  ■ 

k  taking  ttny  important  steps.     You  win  mbibI  me  very  much  Hbout  I 

'  being  posted  up :  but  you  -will  be  shle  to  get  hold  of  the  riglit  eud  1 

exactly  by  having  everything  dime  iip  firat-ral«,  aud  by  biMMJiuiiig 

very  fatriiliar,  and  not  by  liecpiTig  distant.     1  moat  earnestly  hope 

that  should  I  lose  caste,  my  CimUy  will  at  least  prove  themselves 

worthy  of  respect  aud  coufideuw ;  and  1  am  sure  that  my  three  sou: 

L  in  Akrou  can  do  a  great  job  for  themselves  and  for  the  family  if  J 

I  they  behave  themselves  wixety.     Your  letter  ko  well  expresses  mjr  f 

I  own  feeliugs,  that  were  it  not  for  one  exprM«ion   I  would  mail  it  1 

1   I  have  juat  finished,   to  Mr.   Perkius.     Can  you  not  all   ' 

I  three  eBectually  secure  the  uuiiie  of  giH>d  busine^  men  this  wintert 

(  That  you   are   considered  houest  ajul  rather  inieiUgmt  I  have  no 

I  do  not  believe  the  losses  of  our  firm  will  in  the  end  prove  so  very  I 
|.^aevere,  if  Mr.  Perkins  ran  only  be  kept  restflute  and  patient  in  regard  J 
1  have  often  tniide  mislnkos  by  being  too  hasty,  and  ] 
t  mean  hereafter  to  "ponder  well  the  path  of  uij  feet."     I  men 
I  pursue  iu  all  thiogB  such  a  course  as  b  iu  reality  vrise,  and  as  will  in 
I  the  end  give  to  myself  and  family  the  least  posaihle  cause  for  regret. 
I  I  believe  Mr.  Newton  is  pniporly  aalhnriwd  to  lake  testimony.     If 
10, 1  wish  yuu  to  nsceriain  the  fact  and  write  me ;  if  uot,  I  want  you 
I  to  learn  through  Mr.  Perkins  who  would  be  a  saitable  person  for  thai   ■ 
9  I  expect  before  many  weeks  to  want  your  IcsliutODf, 
you  to  give  me  the  name.     I  foigol  to  write  to  Mr.  Per-  I 
I  kins  ttboat  it,  and  have  seated  up  my  letter  to  him.     I  mentioued  J 
Labout  your  testimony,  but  forgot  what  I  should  have  written. 
Your  affectionate  father, 

John  Browm.  | 


As  may  be  inferred  from  these  letters,  the  spttlement  of  ] 
iFerkins  &  Brown's  affairs  involved  several  lawsuits,  som«  | 
Pbrougbt  hy  them  and  some  against  them.    These  were  tried 
■in  several  places,  —  at  New  York,  at  Troy,  and  in  one  in- 
(stance  at  Boston.     The  latter  was  tried  before  Caleb  Cushing 
l!in  the  winter  of  1853-53,  and  was  one  of  the  last  oaaea 
Klieard  by  Judge  Cusliing  before  leaving  his  seat  in  the  Su-  j 
Ipreme  Court  of  Maesachusetts  to  take  his  pliwie  in  President  ( 
KPierce's  cabinet  as  attorney-general.     The  suit  was  brought 
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by  the  Burlington  Mills  Company  of  Vermont,  represented 
in  boston  by  Jacob  Sleeper  and  others,  against  Jolm  Brown 
and  otliera,  for  a  breach  of  contract  in  supplying  wool  to 
tbese  mills  ol  certain  grades ;  and  the  damages  were  laid  at 
sixty  tliougand  dollars.  It  waa  pending  for  a  long  time,  the 
c^iunsel  against  Brown  being  Kufus  Cboate  and  Francis  B. 
Hayes,  and  his  own  senior  counsel  being  the  eminent  New 
York  lawyer,  Joshua  V.  Spencer,  It  finally  came  to  trial 
in  Boston,  Jan.  14,  1853,  and  after  several  postponements 
and  the  taking  of  much  testimony  it  was  settled,  Feb.  3, 
1853,  by  a  compromise  between  the  counsel,  the  anticipated 
decision  of  the  court  being  against  Brown.  About  a  year 
later  be  won  a  similar  suit  in  a  New  York  conrt;  and  he 
always  believed  that  he  should  have  won  his  Boston  suit,  if 
the  case  had  been  tried  on  its  merits.  An  apjieal  was  taken 
from  the  verdict  in  Brown's  favor,  at  Troy,  N.  Y. ;  and 
while  this  was  pending,  in  the  spring  of  1854,  he  was  at  Ver- 
non, near  Utica,  N.  Y.,  assisting  bis  counsel,  Mr.  Jenkins, 
to  prepare  the  case.  A  person  in  the  law-office  of  his  coun- 
sel tells  this  anecdote,  to  show  how  his  love  of  liberty 
interfered  with  his  business  :  — 


"  The  nmniiag  sfter  the  news  of  the  Bums  affiur  reached  Vernon, 
iiwn  went  at  his  work  iinmoiliAtely  Bltet  breakfnat;  but  in  a  few 
)  started  up  from  his  chair,  walked  rapidly  auniSB  the  mom 
aeveral  times,  theii  suddeuly  turned  to  his  counsel  «iid  said,  '  !  am 
going  In  Boaton.'  '  Going  to  Boslou ! '  said  the  astimished  lawyer ; 
'  why  do  you  want  to  go  to  Boston  T '  Old  Brown  continued  w.ilking 
vigoriiuBly,  and  repUed,  '  Anthony  Bums  most  be  released,  or  I  will 
die  in  the  attempt.'  The  aiunael  dropped  his  pen  in  oonBtemation ; 
theu  hp  began  to  remonMmte :  told  him  Ibe  sail  bad  Iwieu  in  pngress 
A  long  time,  and  a  verdirtjnst  gained;  it  was  appealed  from,  and  that 
nppeni  must  be  answered  in  so  many  tlaya,  or  the  whole  labor  would 
be  hist;  and  no  one  was  suffieienlly  ramiliar  with  the  whole  case 
except  himsell.  It  took  a  long  and  earnest  talk  nilh  old  Brown  to 
persu.idc  biu  to  rpmain,  His  memory  nod  aouteness  in  that  long 
and  tedious  lawsuit  often  astonished  his  eounsel.  While  hero  he 
wore  an  entire  suit  of  snuff- colored  cloth,  the  coat  of  n  decidedly  Qaa- 
herish  uut  in  collar  and  skirl.  He  w>re  no  lieard,  and  was  a  clean- 
Hhavan,  scrupulously  neat,  well  dressed,  quiet  old  gentleman.  He 
waa,  however,  notably  resolute  in  all  lliat  ho  did." 
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At  thia  time  Brown  was  fifty-four  years  old,  but  looked 
five  years  beyond  his  age ;  and  this  aged  appearance  was 

increased  by  his  hardships  in  Kansas,  so  that  he  might  have 
passed  for  seventy  at  his  death  in  1859. 
The  following  letters  relate  to  these  lawsuits :  — 

Steubesville,  Ohio,  May  15,  1851. 
Deab  sou  Johm,  —  I  wrote  you  some  days  since,  enclosing  ten 
dollars,  and  requesting  you  to  acknowledge  it,  and  uIbo  to  hold  your- 
self in  readiness  to  go  to  Pittsburgh  when  called  upon  ;  einco  which 
I  have  not  heard  from  yon.  I  am  cow  on  my  way  to  Akron ;  and 
as  our  causes  at  Pittsburgh  have  been  continued  until  next  fall,  we 
shall  not  need  you  there  until  thea.  We  have  now  no  prospect  of 
any  trial  until  &I1,  except  with  Henry  Warren;  and  v/e  wish  you  to 
■o  arrange  jour  busiuess  that  you  can  leave  for  Troy  upon  a  short 
n&tiee.  I  also  wnut  you  to  k'eep  ine  advised  at  Akron  of  your  where- 
abouts, so  that  I  may  call  upon  you  should  I  have  time.  I  did  ex- 
pert to  go  to  Hartford  when  I  h'ft  hocne,  but  find  I  must  alter  my 
course.  I  was  in  Essex  on  Tuesday  last.  Lef^  Ruth  and  husband 
well,  and  very  comfortably  situated.  We  seem  to  get  along  as  pleas- 
antly as  I  expected,  so  f»r  ;  can't  say  how  long  it  will  be  so;  hope 
wo  may  etrntiuue.  I  want  ynu  to  write  often  and  let  us  know  how 
you  get  along.  Had  sad  work  among  our  Saxony  ewea  and  lambs 
by  dogs,  Saturday  night  last ;  probably  forty  killed  and  wounded. 
Your  affecliourtte  father, 

John  Browk. 

Cleveland,  Oct.  30,  1851. 
Drab  son  John,  —  I  have  joat  landed  here  from  BuSiilo,  and 
expect  to  leave  for  Akron  by  next  train.  As  soon  as  I  learn  at  what 
time  we  shall  want  you  at  Pittsburgh  I  will  let  you  know ;  but  I 
now  Buppusc  we  shall  want  you  there  immediately,  and  wish  you  to 
hold  yourself  in  constant  readiness.  Have  heard  nothing  further 
from  horoe  or  from  Essex  since  we  parted.  Met  Mr.  Jenkins  at  Al- 
bany, and  we  came  on  together  to  L'tica.  He  was  pleased  with  the 
eonrse  we  took  at  Lancslioro,  and  was  in  very  goiHl  spijits;  says  ho 
leaned  through  Brigham,  while  at  Albany,  that  Warren's  attorneys 
feel  pretty  well  cornered  up :  >  suya  we  did  right  in  not  taking  your 
depositioD  in  Bnrlington  case. 

Your  affectionate  father,  John  Browk. 

•  InspTBviona  letter  t»  his  Tunily,  Brown  says  (Oct.  6, 1851)  :  "Ihave 
strong  hope*  of  auucess  Anally  in  ilisposiug  of  our  business  here  [Troy],  bat 
ft  is  exccediugly  troablMome  and  expensive." 
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Akkon,  Ofuo,  Dec.  1,  1851. 
Deah  SOS  JoRK,  —  Yours,  dftlpd  NovouiW  14,  tame  on  iu  season, 
but  an  increased  amount  of  cares  hae  preTeiileil,  idc  from  anewcriog 
BiK>ner.  One  serious  difficulty  has  bct'u  with  Fredi'rii^k,  whii  hiis 
been  very  wild  aguiu.  He  is  again,  however,  to  al!  appi'srance 
ueorly  recovorod  from  it  by  the  return  to  an  abstemious  wnirso  of 
living,  —  almost,  if  not  qaite,  the  only  means  used.  He  had  grudo- 
iilly  slid  back  into  hia  old  hikbit  of  indulgence  in  eating,  the  effect  of 
whieh  I  consider  as  being  now  fully  demonstrated.  1  now  espect  to 
M-t  out  for  Troy  on  Wednesday  of  this  week,  at  furthest;  and  if  you 
do  not  see  me  at  Venion  liefiTe  the  stage  leaves  on  Thursday,  I  wish 
yjiu  to  Like  it  on  that  day,  so  as  to  meet  mo  at  Bennel's  TctnperHuw 
IfiiUBc  in  Buffalo.  The  going  is  too  bad  to  go  by  private  conrey- 
Hucc,  and  I  am  yet  at  a  loss  how  I  can  get  thmiigh  from  Warren 
to  Vernon  with  my  trnuk  of  books,  etc.  I  intend  to  bring  my 
WHleh  with  uie.  t  have  accomplished  a  good  deal  in  the  way  of 
pre)inmtion  fitr  winter,  Imt  sliiiU  be  obUged  to  leave  a  great  deal  un- 
done. If  you  do  n<it  find  me  at  Buffalo  (or  before  you  get  there), 
you  way  wait  ihom  not  longer  ihsn  till  Saturday  evening,  aJid  then 
take  the  eura  for  Troy.  You  will  learn  at  Beuni-t's  whether  1  am 
behind  or  not.  If  you  lutve  nut  funds  eulSci<!Ut  to  take  you  lo  Troy, 
y<m  can  probably  borrow  a  little,  to  be  refunded  immediately  when  I 
see  you,  by  Perldns  &  Browu. 

Yours.  J.  B. 


New  Yoilk,  Mmch  11,  18S2, 
Si  HOD  Perk  I  SB,  Esq. 

Deah  Sir,— I  called  on  Messre.  Cleveland  &  Titus  to-day.  Pound 
Mr.  Cleveland  intended  to  charge  us  three  hundred  dollars  iis  a  IniI- 
anne  of  a(%ouuta.  I  asked  him  for  the  priueipal  items  of  his  diiit^e, 
which  he  promised  t«  make  up,  and  lenve,  directed  to  you,  rare  i>( 
Messrs.  Delano,  Dunlevy,  &.  Co.,  39  Wall  Street.  He  said  he  e«nld 
not  make  it  up  wilbuul  keeping  me  detained  over  night.  As  I  could 
sei'  no  advantage  to  be  derived  from  waiting,  after  hearing  his  expla- 
nation of  ilio  mattnr,  I  otmcluded  not  to  wiut.  He  nays  he  drew  an 
amended  bill  after  drawing  tlie  first  complaint,  and  that  ho  gave 
more  lime  to  that  than  he  did  to  the  complaint.  Siiii«  1  left  him  I 
have  thought  this  was  not  quite  right,  after  the  conversation  we  had 
with  him  t<igcther,  and  after  our  letter  Ui  thoin  dated  May  16,  185). 
He  said  to  me  that  if  I  was  not  satisfied  with  the  charge  it  should  be 
reduced.  I  did  not  tell  him  what  I  thought;  but  if  I  had  thought 
of  our  letter  at  the  time  I  shoidd  have  asked  liim  to  refer  lo  it,  as 
I  think  he  went  contrary  to  his  own  advice,  and  also  to  our  last 
If  you  call  on  him,  I  wiali  you  would  ask  him  to  read 
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that  letter  to  yon.  I  think  it  eao  do  no  harm,  and  thut  he  will  prob- 
ably abat«  snincthing  frum  hi:i  charge.  I  shoulil  not  now,  uftor 
TvSecting  upon  it,  hcEitato  to  Kiy  tliat  I  think  ho  ought  ti>  do  it  (and 
Biucc  looking  up  the  copy  of  ■■ur  letler  to  them).     In  iu»8tp. 

Your  friend,  JoHN  Brown.' 

P.  S.  If  you  cull  on  Cleveland  &  Titus,  and  can  find  room,  I 
would  he  glad  to  havo  you  bring  the  pupers  in  that  uiso.  I  forgot 
to  ask  for  them. 

Yours  truly,  J.  B, 

The  Boston  trial  waa  put  off  from  time  to  time,  —  from 
September,  1852,  to  Kovember,  and  then  to  December.  John 
Brown  wrote  to  his  son  John  in  September:  "When  our  suit 
comes  on  in  Kovembet,  we  shall  not  need  to  detain  you  but 
a  few  days,  and  the  want  of  your  testimony  might  work  our 
ruin.  Write  me  on  receipt  of  this,"  Nov.  20, 1852,  be  wrote 
i^ain,  — 

I  parted  with  Frederick  nt  Kavenna,  on  his  way  to  yoar  place ; 
he  huB  told  you  of  the  death  of  our  Mr.  Jtnkina  (of  Vernon,  N.  Y.,  a 
brother  of  Timotliy  Jeukins).  Wo  have  employed  Timothy  JenkiuB, 
H.  C,  to  finish  up  his  business,  uud  I  am  now  on  my  way  to  asaist 
him  to  understand  it,  previ<>ua  to  having  our  trial  with  0.  J.  Kichurd- 
son.  We  now  ex}iect  our  trial  at  BoaUm  to  come  off  sometime  about 
the  middle  of  December,  and  hope  to  see  the  end  of  it  before  the 
eluse.  We  hope  the  situation  of  y»ur  family  ia  such,  before  lliis  time, 
that  you  are  relieved  in  regard  to  the  auiiet;  yuu  have  expressed,  ko 
that  you  can  leave  at  once,  and  go  on  wlien  you  get  notira  of  the  time. 
I  will  send  you  funds  for  your  eiiHmsea  and  the  earliest  possible  in- 
fonnationof  the  exact  time  when  the  trial  will  come  on.  All  were  well 
at  home  and  at  Hudson  this  morning.  I  should  wait  and  go  on  with 
you,  did  not  our  Warren  busioess  require  my  immediate  attention.  I 
suppose  our  Pittsburgh  cause  is  decided  before  this ;  but  we  had  not 
heard  from  it  when  I  left.  I  will  opiy  add  that  you  all  have  my  most 
^rnest  desire  for'yuur  real  welfare.  Will  you  drop  me  a  line  (care 
of  A.  fi.  Ely,  Esq.,  Boston),  on  receipt  of  this,  to  let  me  hear  how 
you  hU  do  f 

Your  affectionate  father,  John  Browk, 

>  On  the  same  diite  (March  11,  1S52),  hut  from  Ni'n'  Haven,  Brown 
writ™  to  his  family  :  "  I  received  Hrary's  letter  of  the  »d  at  Troy,  which 
place  I  l«ft  yesterday  in  enter  to  meet  Mr.  Perkins,  who  haa  come  on  here 
on.nilroad  burinesa.  I  hiive  at  last  got  through  trying  our  cause  at  Troy, 
Imt  have  not  jet  got  a  decision.    I  think  it  will,  without  doubt,  he  in  our 
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Veknon,  Oneida  Couktt,  N.  Y.,  Dec  8, 1862. 

Dear  son  John,  —  I  have  this  moment  got  a  line  .from  Mr.  Ely, 
saying  our  trial  at  Boston  will  not  come  on  until  the  first  week  in 
January  next.  I  give  you  this  early  notice,  in  liopes  that  it  will  re- 
lieve your  mind  in  a  measure,  and  that  it  will  be  more  convenient  for 
you  to  be  absent  at  that  time.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  shall  be  able 
to  go  home  again  before  that  time  or  not.  Will  write  you  hereafter 
when  to  set  out  for  Boston,  and  supply  you  with  funds  for  expenses. 
My  best  wishes  for  you  all. 

Akron,  Ohio,  Dec.  9,  1852. 

Dear  son  John,  —  I  reached  home  last  night,  and  found  all  well. 
I  came  by  the  Erie  Railroad,  and  got  along  very  well  until  I  left 
Dunkirk.  Fare  from  Dunkirk  to  Cleveland,  $8.90 ;  expenses  from 
same  to  same,  $4.02,  and  was  two  and  a  half  entire  days  getting 
through,  the  roads  being  vastly  worse  tlian  when  we  went  out.  Had 
I  expected  so  hard  and  so  expensive  a  trip,  I  should  not  have  re- 
turned. I  mean  to  go  back  by  Pittsburgh  and  Philadelphia,  there 
being  on  that  route  but  twenty-eight  miles  of  sleighing,  from  Troy  to 
Hudson,  and  that  on  a  good  road.  I  intend  to  get  back  to  Troy  by 
the  17th  if  I  can.  Have  not  yet  seen  Mr.  Perkins,  to  have  any  c<m- 
versation  with  him  <»f  any  account.  Whatever  you  may  do  in  the 
preparation  of  papers  will  be  all  well  for  the  Burlington  case.  You 
will  have  saved  a  great  amount  of  exposure,  hardship,  and  expense  by 
staying  behind. 

Your  aflfectionate  father, 

John  Brown. 

Vergennes,  Vermont,  Dec.  22, 1852. 

Dear  son  John,  —  I  have  written  Mr.  Perkins  to  send  you  numey 
for  expenses,  so  that  you  may  set  out  for  Boston  by  the  21st  January 
at  furthest.  I  am  too  much  used  up  about  money  to  remit,  or  I  should 
do  so.  I  have  \iTitten  Mr.  Perkins  to  come  on  himself  by  way  of 
Vernon;  but  if  he  does  not  get  on,  or  send  you  money  in  time,  d<» 
not  on  any  account  delay  setting  out,  if  you  have  tti  borrow  the 
money  for  a  few  days.  The  money  will  be  sent,  «ind  if  it  does  not 
reach  you  in  time,  Wealthy  *  can  use  it  to  pay,  should  you  not  have 
it  on  hand.  Mr.  Beebe  has  got  home  from  Europe,  which  we  think 
very  fortunate.  Mr.  Harrington  is  here  with  me  from  Troy  ;  he  has 
got  his  case  against  Warren  affirmed  during  the  last  week.  I  hope 
this  may  prove  a  sickness  to  Warren  about  standing  out  against  us. 

1  The  wife  of  John  Brown,  Jr. 
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I  am  so  much  in  baste,  and  have  m;  raiml  bo  full,  that  I  can  think 
of  DO  more  now,  except  that  I  stop  at  the  Exchange  Cofiee  House  in 
Boston.     May  God  in  mere;  blesa  ;ou  all. 

Your  affectionate  father, 

John  Browk. 

TMs  trial,  80|  anxiously  awaited  and  prepared  for,  went 
ftgainfit  Brown,  as  has  been  said,  and  he  withdrew  from 
trade  and  litigation,  for  which  he  waa  ill-fitted,  to  the  life 
of  a  Bhepherd  and  a  pioneer  once  more.  Profiting  by  his 
experience,  however,  he  gave  this  good  advice  to  bis  son 
John,  who  at  one  time  was  tempted  to  take  up  the  business 
of  wool-buying :  — 

ErosoN,  Ohio,  May  SO,  1851. 

Dear  son  John,  —  I  leam  by  brother  Jeremiah,  who  haa  just 
returned,  that  yon  have  engnged  yourself  to  buy  wool.  I  have  no 
objection  to  your  dning  bo  ;  but  an  uutiring  aniiety  for  your  welfare 
naturally  inclineB  me  to  remiod  you  of  some  of  the  tcmptaliuoB  to 
which  you  may  be  exposed,  as  well  as  some  of  the  dJfBculties  yon 
may  meet  with.  Wool-buyers  generally  accuse  each  other  of  being 
unBcrupuloaa  liar«;  and  in  that  ow  thiog  perhaps  they  are  not  so. 
Again,  there  are  but  very  few  persons  who  need  money,  that  can 
wholly  resist  the  temptation  of  feeling  too  rich,  while  handling  any  cou- 
mderable  amount  of  other  people's  money.  They  are  also  liable  to 
devote  God's  blessed  Sabbath  to  conventatioD  or  contrivances  for  fur- 
thering their  schemes,  if  not  to  the  exoiuination  and  purchase  of  wool. 
Now,  I  would  not  have  you  barter  away  your  conscience  or  good  name 
lor  a  commiBuon.  You  will  find  thnt  many  will  pile  avruy  their  wool, 
putting  the  best  ontside,  and  will  be  entirely  unwilling  you  should 
handle  it  all.  I  would  at  once  leave  such  lots,  unless  that  point  is 
yielded.  I  would  have  an  absolute  limit  of  prices  on  the  differcut 
grades.  Yon  can  throw  into  different  grades,  pretty  fast,  a  lot  of  wool, 
ao  as  to  see  pretty  nearly  whether  it  will  average  above  or  below  the 
grade  yoiTwish  generally  to  buy.  Do  not  let  your  anxiety  to  buy  carry 
ynu  one  inch  beyond  your  judgment.  Do  n<>t  be  influenced  a  particle 
by  what  you  hear  others  have  offered.  Xevtr  make  an  absolute  offer 
to  any  one  for  hit  tcooL  If  persons  will  not  set  a  price  on  it,  which  you 
feel  confident  yon  are  authorized  to  pay,  you  can  ask  them  if  they  will 
Dot  take  so  much,  without  really  making  any  hi<l.  If  you  make  bids, 
KHne  oAer  buyer  will  follow  ynu,  and  get  the  wo<>l  by  offering  a 
trifle  more.  A  very  trifling  diflerence  will  very  often  do  aa  much 
tomids  lUiaQriiig  peisons  as  would  a  greater  one.     You  will  gener- 


86  Ui"E  AND  LETTEBS  UF  JOHN  BRUWX.         pasi. 

ally  buy  to  the  best  ailvantKge  where  the  woil  is  generally  gimJ  aud 
wBslied ;  ymi  can  buy  \o  better  advaniagt-  by  Guiliog  a.  good  etnnd, 
auil  thpro  buying  no  wore  than  you  havt"  the  funds  on  hand  lu  pay 
fur.  Do  not  agree  to  pay  money  you  hwx  not  on  luind.  BemetuliiT 
that.  Say  wbu  yuu  are  em[>l»yi.-d  tn  buy  for  friitikly  if  astied.  'I'Le 
Ims  yuu  have  tu  any  about  llie  n-by  or  wherefure  the  better,  other 
tlian  that  yuu  are  limited.  A  book  ountajning  the  gr&ding  uf  nuiiicr- 
iiUB  lots  of  wool  18  with  me  at  Akruu,  to  which  you  onn  have  nocess; 
it  may  be  of  service  to  you  aliout  knowing  bow  different  lots  «'ill 
average.  Buy  you  a,  eujierior  row,  one  that  you  have  milked  your- 
tH'lf,  and  know  Ui  give  a  good  i]uaulJty  <>f  milk,  before  gt-tting  n 
hotse.  The  getting  of  tt  horse  will  get  for  you  nmnL'nma  absolute 
wantB  you  would  othcrwiee  not  have.  All  wl'11.  Shall  want  to  know 
where  lu  find  yuu. 

Your  aflectiuuale  fuihcr, 

John  Brown. 


We  see  here  the  homely.  Franklin-like  wisdom  and  Con- 
necticut caution  of  the  man.  In  his  whole  business  life, 
though  his  judgment  was  often  at  fault,  his  uprightness  was 
manifest.  Though  uufortunate,  he  was  never  unjust.  He 
was  industrious  in  whatever  he  undertook,  fair  and  scra- 
piilous  in  his  bnaiiiess  transactions,  but  with  a  touch  of  eccen- 
tricity, which  showed  itself  particularly,  his  friends  thought, 
in  his  deeds  of  charity.  While  living  in  Pennsylvania  he 
declined  to  do  mQitary  duty,  and  paid  bis  fine  rather  than 
encourage  war  by  learning  the  art,  resolving,  as  Thoreau 
said  in  1859,  "that  he  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  any 
war  unless  it  were  a  war  for  liberty."  He  caused  the  arrest 
of  an  offender  there,  who  had  done  him  no  injury,  but  was 
a  plague  to  the  community ;  and  while  this  man  was  in 
pi'ison,  Brown  supplied  his  wants  and  supported  his  family 
until  the  trial,  out  of  his  own  earnings.  One  of  the  apprcu- 
tioes  in  his  tanyard  at  that  time  bears  testimony  to  the 
singular  probity  of  his  life,  "I  have  known  him  from 
boyhood  through  manhood,"  said  Mr.  Oviatt,  of  Richlield, 
"  and  he  has  always  been  distinguished  for  his  truthfulness 
and  integrity."  Another  Ohio  acquaintance,  who  first  knew 
him  in  1836,  says:  "Soon  after  my  removal  to  Akfon,  ho 
became  a  client  of  mine,  subsequently  a  resident  of  the 
township  in  which  the  town  uf  Akron  is  situated,  and  during  . 
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a  portion  of  the  time  a  member  of  a  Bible-class  taught  by 
me.  I  always  regarded  liim  as  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
mental  capacity,  of  very  ardent  and  excitable  temperament, 
of  unblemished  moral  character ;  a  kind  neighbor,  a  good 
Chi'istian,  deeply  imbued  with  religious  feelings  and  sympa- 
thies, lu  a  business  point  of  view,  his  temperament  led  him 
into  pecuniary  difticultieB,  but  I  never  knew  his  integrity 
questioned  by  any  person  whatsoever."  Mr.  Baldwin,  of 
Hudson,  son-in-law  of  that  Squire  Hudson  -for  whom  the 
town  was  named,  said  that  he  first  knew  John  Brown  in 
1814,  and  always  found  him  "  of  rigid  integrity  and  anient 
temperament,"  which  describes  him  well.  When  he  went 
to  live  in  Springfield,  be  was  for  some  years  the  client  of  the 
late  Chief-Justice  Chapman,  who  called  him  "a  quiet  and 
peaceable  citizen  and  a  religious  man,"  and  further  said: 
"  Mr.  Brown's  integrity  was  never  doubted,  and  he  was  hon- 
orable in  all  his  dealings,  but  peculiar  in  many  of  his  notions, 
and  adhering  to  them  with  great  obstinacy."  This  was  true, 
also,  of  the  chief -justice,  and  is  a  New-England  trait.  But 
for  Brown's  "  peculiar  notions  "  and  "great  obstinacy,"  there 
vould  have  been  no  occasion  to  write  this  bit^raphy. 


John  Brown,  Jr.,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  his 
father's  business  life  from  1837  onward,  has  furnished 
me  this  statement  bearing  on  several  of  the  events  iu  this 
period  of  his  life :  >— 

"  The  iMnhmptcy  of  1842  had  little  to  do  with  anj  specuktioD  in 
wool,  far  U,  that  time  my  father  was  nut  a  wool-denler  on  a  large 
irale,  bat  Bold  hia  own  'dip,'  as  other  fanuers  did.  Hi#  failure, 
as  I  now  remember,  was  wholly  owing  to  his  purchase  of  kind  on 
ereilit,  — ioeludtngthe  Haymaker  farm  at  Franklin,  whirh  heb^mglit 
in  oonneotion  with  Seth  Thompxon  of  FInrtford,  Truiiihull  County, 
Ohio,  and  his  individual  purchase  of  three  rather  large  adjoining 
bnnB  ID  Hndson.  When  he  bought  those  fanns,  thfl  rise  in  value 
of  his  place  in  Franklin  was  such  that  good  judges  eBtiinated  his 
property  worth  fully  twenty  thousimd  dollars.  He  was  then  thought 
to  be  ft  man  of  excellent  businesB  judgment,  and  was  chosen  one  uf 
tlw  IHneton  tS  «  Bank  at  Cuyahoga  Fall».    The  financial  cnwb 
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came  in  1837,  and  down  eiiine  all  of  father's  eastles,  and  buried  the 
repuiation  be  bad  achieved  of  posscsniiig  al  least  goud  cummoii-seuse 
in  respect  to  business  matters,  la  his  cunversatious  with  me  in  litter 
years  respecting  the  mistakes  bo  had  made,  I  have  bejird  bim  say 
tllat  '  theae  grew  out  of  one  root,  —  doing  businrns  on  credil.' 
'  Where  loans  are  amply  secured,'  be  would  say,  '  the  borrower, 
not  the  lender,  takes  the  risks,  and  all  the  oontingencics  incident  lu 
busineBB;  while  the  accumulations  of  interoet  and  ibo  cuuiing  uf 
pay-day  are  as  sure  ax  death.  lustead  of  being  thoroughly  im- 
bued with  the  doctrine  of  pa;/  an  you  go,'  be  said,  '  I  started  out  tu 
,  life  with  the  idea  that  nothing  could  bo  dune  without  eapitnl,  and 
that  a  poor  man  mtwt  use  his  credit  and  borrow;  and  this  ])cruieinus 
notion  has  been  the  rock  on  which  I,  as  woU  as  so  luanj  others, 
have  split.  Tiie  practical  effixit  of  this  false  doctrine  has  beca  tu 
keep  luc  like  a  load  under  a  harrow  most  of  iny  bueiiH>ss  life.  Rua- 
ning  into  debt  includes  so  much  uf  evil  that  I  hope  all  my  children 
will  shun  it  ns  they  would  a  peBtilenee.' 

"  His  iinpriBonment  in  the  oouuty  jitil  had  nothing  to  do  with  any 
of  his  wool  matters,  but  related  entirely  to  the  affair  uf  '  the  old  lug 
fort.'  The  purchaser  uf  the  Hudiwin  Einn  got  out  a  warrant  agaiust 
father,  Jason,  Owen,  and  me  for  breach  uf  tbe  peace,  alleging 
that  he  feared  personal  harm  in  his  attempts  at  taking  pussesaiou ; 
and,  allegiug  further  that  he  could  not  obtain  justice  in  Hudson,  he 
swore  out  his  warrant  before  a  Justice  in  an  adjoiuing  township. 
We  wade  uu  resistance  whatever  to  the  service  of  the  writ,  and 
appeareJ  for  eiaminatinn  before  the  Justice  iu  that  town,  who  was 
plainly  in  full  sympathy  with  the  complainant;  and  after  a  brief 
hearing  he  required  us  to  enter  into  bonds  for  our  apjtearaucc  at  the 
ouunty  court  in  Akron.  These  we  would  not  give ;  and  next  day 
we  went  to  jail.  The  sheriff,  a  friend  uf  father,  and  who  under- 
stood the  merits  of  the  case,  went  through  the  form  of  turning  the 
jail-key  on  us,  then  opened  the  door  and  gave  ns  the  liberty  of  the 
town,  putting  us  upon  our  honor  not  to  leave  it.  We  were  then  taken 
to  board  at  a  nice  private  reHideoce,  at  county  eipense,  for  three  or 
four  days  only,  as  it  was  just  before  the  sitting  of  Court.  On  call- 
ing the  case  it  was  '  tu^letl,'  and  we  returned  home.  This  scheme  of 
the  purchaser  resulted  in  hia  petting  possession  nf  one  of  the  fine 
farms  which  father  then  owned  in  Hudson,  and  that  too  within  half 
au  hour  after  our  arrest.  This  is  all  there  was  in  the  matter  of  our 
having  uncc  been  in  Akron  Jail. 

"  In  correction  of  what  you  tuid  me  Colonel  Perkins  said  to  dis- 
parage my  father's  skill  as  a  shepherd,  hia  sncceaa  in  business, 
etc,  let  me  remark  that  the  correspondence  of  Perkins  &  Brown,  if 
eihibited,  would  not  confirm  these  statemenia.     Since  father 
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become  well  known  aa  a  grower  of  the  finest  Saxonj  wool  by 
tbe  fiue-wool  growers  of  Peoneylvaiua  and  Ohio,  and  BomewhaX 
of  Western  Virginia,  when  these  men  all  tliuught  thpy  were  vic- 
timized by  the  manufactarera  of  fioe  wool,  father  wsa  urged  by 
these  growers  to  undertake  the  work  of  grading  their  wool  and 
selling  it  OD  commission,  Id  hopes  to  obtain  in  this  veaj  fairer 
prices.  Mr.  Perkins  not  only  '  allowed '  faiher  to  undertake  this, 
but  entered  heartily  into  the  plan,  which  for  a  year  or  two  was 
Puccessful,  until  tbe  manufacturers  discovered  that  Perkins  & 
Brown  were  receiving  a  largo  share  of  the  really  fine  wool  grown  in 
this  country,  and  that  if  they  bought  it  they  must  pay  a  fairer  price 
for  it.  This  would  greatly  diminish  the  profits  heretofore  made  by 
the  manufacturers  of  these  very  fine  wools  ;  aud  so  thia  high-handed 
attempt,  not  to  '  control,'  as  stated  by  Mr.  Musgrave,  bot  to 
infittenee  the  price  somewhat  '  in  the  interest  of  the  farmers,'  must 
be  »quelched.  The  manufacturers  combined,  and  '  boycotted'  these 
upstart  dealers.  From  the  quoted  prices  in  the  London  market  of 
grades  of  wool  not  equal,  as  father  well  kuew,  to  the  wool  be  had, 
be  became  satisfied  that  rather  than  take  the  prices  which  the  com- 
bination would  pay  it  would  be  t>ettcr  to  send  the  wool  abroad.  The 
clique  bad  long  arms,  and  finally  bought  at  low  rates  and  brought 
back  tbe  wool  he  shipped  to  London ;  and  tlie  farmers,  most  of 
whom  had  consented  to  tiie  undertaking  of  sending  it  abroad,  snfiered 
gr«at  loss.     Tbns  ended  the  wool  bneiness  of  Perkins  &  Brown." 

The  letter-books  of  Perkins  &  Brown,  which  came  into 
the  hands  of  John  Brown,  Jr.  (May,  1885),  quite  confirm 
this  statement 
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CHAPTER  IV. 
PIOKEER  LU'E   IN  THE   ADIRONBACS. 

""HE  Brown  family  were  born  to  be  pioneers,  and  none 
1  more  than  our  Kansas  hero.  His  first  Anit-ri- 
can  ancestor  was  a.  pioneer  at  Plymouth  in  1020 ;  the  next 
generation  were  pioneers  in  Connecticut ;  and  their  descend- 
ants went  from  wilderness  to  wilderness  until  New  Eng- 
land was  fairly  civilized.  Then  Owen  Brown,  of  Torrington, 
took  up  the  march  again,  and  encamped  in  Ohio,  where  hia 
famous  son  took  the  drst  lessons  of  a  pioneer  among  the 
Indians  of  Cuyahoga  and  the  Great  Portage.  This  expe- 
rience ended,  aud  the  attractions  of  civilization  proving  too 
weak  for  him.  he  pushed  eastward  into  the  woods  of  Penn- 
sylvania, where  we  have  seen  him  serving  as  postmaster, 
and  planning  a  negro  village  for  the  education  of  that  en- 
slaved race. 

What  Ills  way  of  life  was  at  Richmond  has  been  told  by 
one  of  his  neighbors,  Mr.  Delamater,  who  was  bom  at 
Whitehall,  N.  Y.,  but  remembers  when  Brown  built  there 
in  1826-27,  and  cleared  up  his  small  farm,'  The  houses  of 
John  Brown  and  of  the  elder  Delamater  were  four  miles 
apart;  and  in  these  was  kept  the  school  of  the  ueighlior- 
hood, — at  Brown's  house  in  the  winter,  and  at  Delamater's 
in  the  summer.  Both  houses  were  of  logs,  with  two  large 
rooms  on  the  ground  floor,  —  one  used  as  kitchen,  dining- 
room,  and  living-room ;  and  the  other  for  the  school,  and  as 
a  sleeping-room.  In  family  worship,  which  daily  took 
place  in  the  family  room.  Brown  gave  each  person  present 
some  part  to  take,  — himself  leading  in  prayer.  The  post- 
office,  of  course,  was  kept  in  this  log-cabin  of  Brown,  and 

"  Brown  owned  five  Imiidrprl  acres  of  Uiiil  heavily  tinitureil  wilh  hem- 
lock, Uie  hark  of  whioh  he  -used  Oir  tunning.  Di-lamstflr's  log-liouae  uaa 
natr  the  State  Road,  atiout  eight  milrs  east  of  Mesdrille. 
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the  men  who  worked  in  his  tannery  boarded  with  him.  It 
was  here  that  his  first  wife  died,  and  to  tliis  cabin  he  brought 
his  second  wife  (who  wafi  related  to  the  Delamaters)  in 
1833.  Ruth  and  Frederick  were  bom  in  this  house,  and 
John,  Owen,  and  Jason  received  a  part  of  their  schooling 
there.  Their  father  kept  a  record  of  their  boyish  sins,  and 
on  one  occasion,  at  least,  when  they  amounted  to  twenty 
in  number,  he  allowed  one  blow  of  the  rod  for  each  fault; 
but  only  half  the  blows  were  given  to  the  boy,  who  then 
took  the  rod  and  punished  his  father  with  just  as  many 
blows.  This  was  an  earlier  example  of  Mr.  Alcott's  method 
of  punishment  in  his  Boston  school.' 

Among  the  childish  recollections  of  the  eldest  son  (who 
was  born  in  a  logniabin  near  where  his  father  built  in  1824 
a  large  frame  house,  which  is  still  standing)  are  the  follow- 
ing, which  relate  chiefly  to  Eichmond,  but  date  back  to  the 
Hudson  tannery :  — 

"  Father  had  a  rule  nut  to  threaten  one  of  his  children.  He  com* 
maDded,  and  there  whs  obedience.  Up  tti  this  time  (1824)  I  had  not 
heard  a  tlireat.  I  was  playing  round  where  the  timbers  for  the  new 
house  were  being  hewed,  and  occasionally  I  picked  up  the  toola  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Herman  Peck  the  carpenter,  who  spoke  up  sharp  to 
me  and  said,  '  Jcihn,  put  iliein  down,  or  I  '11  cut  your  ears  off! '  Be- 
lieviug  he  would  do  so,  I  scrambled  under  the  timbers  which  were 
laid  Dp  on  logs  to  be  hewed  (and  in  my  hurry  I  bumped  the  back  of 
my  head  on  most  of  them  as  1  went),  and  ran  <jff  to  the  tannery,  in 
a  room  of  which  we  were  tewporarilj  living ;  for  the  log-house  in 
which  I  wss  hum  had  been  torn  down  to  give  place  to  the  new  one. 
Besides  the  sharpest  recollection  of  this,  I  have  heard  father  mention, 

1  Ths  faoiilj  govemmeDt  of  Brown  was  always  strict,  but  with  some- 
thing bumorooa  about  it  too.  Uis  son  John  relntes  that  when  he  and 
George  Deluaater  were  playing  one  winter  evening  in  the  school-room,  and 
wero  so  noisy  as  to  distnrh  the  fiither  who  wssiiittiu)(in  the  Icitcbi'n,  Brown, 
alter  repe&tiug  seversl  times,  "  Children,  yon  make  too  much  noiw,"  nil  at 
once  called  out,  "  John  and  Geoi^,  you  may  come  here  to  me  !  "  Wlien 
they  came  snd  stood  one  on  each  side  of  him,  he  said,  "  Boys,  I  think  you 
need  to  hear  the  bell  rinft,"  Then  tnking  out  his  clasp.kuife  and  opening 
it,  he  held  it  by  the  blade  and  tapped  his  non  John  with  the  handh',  amartly 
on  the  top  of  the  head.  Tliis  made  his  mirthrul  expression  chanf(e  so 
quickly  that  George  burst  out  laughing.  Thereupon  Brown  tapped  Grarga 
on  the  head,  and  John  burit  oat  Iniighing.  After  "  ringing  the  hell "  twice 
or  thrae  tiniea  in  this  way  Ibetr  mirth  was  changed  to  melancholy. 
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when  speaking  of  the  matUr  of  threaleniDg  ttbildren,  how  greatly 
alarmed  1  was  uu  that  occasion.  I  canout  say  how  cilU  1  wae  tlien,  — 
pnibably  less  than  thn-e,  —  yet  my  memory  of  the  event  is  cleat.  I 
don't  know  the  yeur  when  we  moved  lo  Pennsylvania,  though  I  re- 
member the  dreumslances.     Owen  was  then  a  Why. 

"  My  first  appreuitcesbip  t«  thu  taoiuag  busJDt^ss  couaieted  of  a  three 
years'  course  at  grinding  bark  with  a  blind  horse.  This,  after  munths 
aud  years,  became  eligbtly  moootonuus.  While  the  other  children 
were  out  at  play  in  the  sunehine,  where  the  birds  were  Bingitig,  1 
used  to  be  tempted  to  let  the  old  horse  have  a  rather  long  rest,  espe- 
cially when  lather  was  absent  fixiiu  home;  and  1  would  then  jolu  the 
others  at  their  play.  This  Bubjected  me  to  frequecl  admonitiuus  and 
tu  some  eorreetioDS  for  '  eye-service,'  as  father  termed  it.  1  did  not 
fully  appreciate  the  iniportanee  of  a  good  snpply  of  ground  bark,  and 
OD  general  priuciplee  1  think  my  occupation  waa  not  well  calculated 
to  promote  a  habit  of  faithful  industry.  The  old  blind  horse,  unless 
ordered  lo  stop,  would,  like  Teunyson's  Brook,  '  go  on  forever,'  and 
thus  keep  up  the  appearance  of  busineBs;  but  the  creaking  of  the 
hungry  mill  would  betray  my  neglect,  and  then  father,  hearing  this 
from  below,  would  come  up  and  gtealthily  pounce  ujion  uie  while  at 
a  window  looking  upon  outside  attnietionB.  He  finally  grew  tired  of 
these  frequent  slight  ndmuuiiiuns  iar  my  laziness  and  other  short- 
comings, and  concluded  to  adopt  with  me  a  sort  of  book-aceouut, 
eomelhing  like  this;  — 
John,  Db., 

Fur  disobeying  mother 8  )a«be9 

"    iinfnithfiilncsa  at  wnrk 3     " 

"    telling  a  lie 8     " 

This  aecoant  he  showed  to  me  frnm  time  to  time.  On  a  certain  Snn- 
day  niumiug  he  iuvited  me  to  scrompany  him  from  the  huuse  to  the 
tannery,  saying  that  he  had  eouclnded  it  was  time  for  a  settlement. 
We  went  into  th*  upper  or  finiBhing  mom,  and  after  a  long  and  tear- 
ful tnlk  over  my  fautts,  he  again  showed  me  my  aceount,  whirh  ex- 
hibited a  fenrful  fiHitiiig  up  of  debitn.  I  had  no  credits  or  off-sets, 
and  was  of  course  bankrupt,  I  then  paid  ab'int  rmt-third  of  the 
debt,  reckoned  in  strnUrs  frrxii  a  niw'ly.pn-pBreil  blne-beech  switch, 
,  laid  on  '  innslerly.'  Then,  to  iny  utter  astonishment,  father  sfripped 
i>ff  his  ehirt,  and,  seating  himself  on  a  bliK'k,  gave  me  the  whip  and 
tiade  me  '  liiy  il  on  '  to  his  Imre  back-  I  dared  not  refiise  to  obey, 
hut  at  first  I  did  not  strike  bard.  'Harder!'  he  «iid  ;  '  hiirder, 
harder ! '  until  be  reerired  the  balance  of  the  aeeounl.  Small  dropn  of 
blood  showed  on  hb  back  where  the  lip  end  of  the  tingling  beech  cut 
through.    Thus  ended  the  account  and  settlement,  which  was  also 
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m;  flnt  practical  itloBtraiioii  of  the  Doctrine  of  the  Atonement.  I 
wtm  then  tuo  obtuse  to  perceive  bow  Justice  coulil  be  satisfied  b;  in- 
flieting  penalty  upon  the  back  of  the  innocent  instead  of  the  gniltj ; 
bat  at  Uiat  time  I  had  not  read  the  ponderoue  volumes  of  Jonathan 
Edwards's  senuons  which  &ther  owned." 


Buth  Thompsoa,  ia  her  lemmiscences  of  her  father, 
sayB  :  — 

"  H;  mother,  Dianthe  Lnsk  Brown,  died  at  Randolph,  Pa.,  in 
August,  ISiS.  The  baptism  of  myself  and  my  brother  Fred  must 
have  been  in  the  spring  of  1832,  when  I  was  a  little  more  than  three 
yean  old,  and  wbUe  my  owu  mother  was  living.  The  first  house- 
work that  I  remember  is  wiping  some  dishes  for  my  new  mother, 
perhaps  when  I  was  five  years  old.  My  father  was  married  a  second 
time  to  Mary  Anne  Day,  July  11,  1833,  and  I  continued  to  live  at 
Bandolpb  (now  Richmond)  until  1835,  when  we  went  back  to  Ohio, 
where  my  grandfather,  Owen  Brown,  was  living.  While  I  was 
wiping  the  knives,  at  the  Ume  I  mention,  I  cut  my  finger-and  was 
biut,  so  that  father  got  some  wine  fur  me,  and  told  me  to  drink  it. 
The  boys  bothered  me  about  that  wine  for  a  long  time,  but  were  very 
'  careful  never  to  say  anything  about  it  before  father,  who  was  some- 
times very  stem  and  strict.  He  used  to  whip  me  quite  often  for  tell- 
ing lies,  but  I  can't  remember  his  ever  punishing  me  but  once  when 
I  Uioiight  I  did  n't  deserve  it,  and  then  ho  looked  at  me  so  stem  that 
I  did  n't  date  to  tell  the  truth.  He  had  such  a  way  of  saying  '  tot, 
tat !'  if  be  saw  the  first  sign  of  a  lie  in  ns,  that  he  often  frightened  us 
ohildreo.  When  we  were  moving  back  from  Pennsylvania  to  Ohio, 
&ther  stopped  at  a  house  and  asked  for  a  pail  of  water  and  a  cap  to 
give  01 »  drink  ;  bot  when  he  handed  the  cup  of  water  to  mother  he 
said,  with  a  queer,  disgusted  look,  '  This  pail  has  siire  ears.' 

"  When  I  firat  began  to  go  to  school,  I  found  a  piece  of  calico  one 
■-  day  behind  one  of  the  benches,  —  it  waa  nut  large,  hut  seemed  quite 
a  treasure  to  ine,  and  I  did  not  show  it  to  any  one  until  I  got  home. 
Father  heard  me  then  telling  about  it,  and  said,  '  Don't  you  know 
what  gill  lost  it  T '  I  tiild  him  I  did  not.  '  Well,  when  you  go  to 
erJiool  to-morrow  take  it  with  you,  and  find  out  if  you  can  who 
lost  it.  It  is  a  trifling  thing,  but  always  remember  that  if  yon 
ahoold  lose  anything  you  valued,  no  matter  how  email,  you  would 
want  the  perflon  that  found  it  to  give  it  back  to  you.'  The  impres- 
uon  he  made  on  me  about  that  little  piece  of  calico  has  nerer  been 
forgotten.  Before  I  had  learned  to  write,  the  school-teacher  wanted 
all  the  scholars  to  write  a  composition  or  read  a  piec<'.  Father 
wanted  roe  to  read  one  of  £sop's  fables,  —  I  can't  remember  what 
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f&l)le.  Brother  John  said  he  would  write  it  for  luc.  '  No,'  I  said,  '  I 
hitd  rather  have  one  of  the  other  boys  write  it,  for  if  yuu  do  the  wbule 
school  will  Boon  know  I  did  not  write  it.'  My  father  ei>oke  up  quickly 
and  aaid,  '  Never  appear  tii  bo  what  yon  are  not,  -^  hoaeety  is  the 
bfst  poliey.'  Wheu  I  wus  t^lUu^  Bornellung  doue  by  another  girl 
that  I  thought  was  wrong,  he  tuiid,  '  Who  made  you  to  differ  f '  Ho 
showed  a  great  deal  of  tonduruiiBB  to  me ;  and  one  thiug  I  always 
DOliced  waa  my  father's  [>ecLiliar  teudemega  aud  devotion  to  liiE  father. 
In  cold  weather  he  always  tucked  the  beildolhea  arouud  grandfather, 
when  he  went  to  bed,  aud  would  get  up  in  the  night  Ui  ask  biiD  if  be 

'  slept  wann, — always  seemiog  so  kind  and  loviug  to  him  that  his 
example  was  hoantiful  to  see.  He  used  to  t«U  us  a  story  of  a  man 
whose  old  Either  lived  with  him,  and'broke  a  ptatu  while  he  waa 
eating ;  and  then  his  son  concluded  to  tiiako  him  a  trough  to  eat  oat 
of.  While  be  was  digging  the  trough,  his  little  buy  asked  him  what 
he  was  making.  '  I  nin  making  a  trough  for  your  granilfather  to  est 
out  of.'  The  little  boy  said,  '  Father,  ahall  I  make  a  trough  for  you 
to  eat  out  of  when  you  are  old  f '  This  set  the  mau  thiiiklDg,  iind  he 
iM)Beluded  his  fother  might  still  eat  on  a  plate.  He  often  told  us 
wheu  we  were  where  old  people  were  Btanding.  always  to  offer  thctn 
a  seat  if  we  had  one,  and  used  to  quote  this  veree,  '  Thou  shall 
rise  Dp  before  the  hoary  head,  and  honor  the  face  of  the  old  man.' 

I  While  wo  were  living  at  Hudson,  an  old  man,  leading  an  old  wliite 
o«,  oame  Ui  our  house  oue  rainy  afternoon,  asking  fur  eomething  to 
eat  and  to  stay  over  night.  Fallier  and  the  older  boys  were  gone 
from  home,  and  mother  and  we  younger  children  were  afraid  of  him, 
—  he  acted  bo  strangely,  did  not  talk  much,  but  looked  down  nil 
the  time,  and  talked  strangely  when  he  said  anything.  Motbtr  gave 
hiin  somelhiDg  to  e-at,  and  told  him  there  was  a  tavern  a  half  mile 
from  there,  where  he  muld  slay.  He  went  on,  and  we  thought  no 
more  about  him.  The  neat  Sunday  father  was  talking  to  us  bIhiuI 
how  we  should  treat- strangers,  and  read  this  passage  from  the  Bible, 
'  Forget  not  to  entertain  strangers,  for  thereby  dome  have  entertained 
angels  unawares.'  Mother  then  told  about  the  old  man.  John  said, 
'  I  wet  that  same  old  man  as  I  was  coining  home  from  Franklin 
about  midnight,  riding  his  old  white  oi ;  it  wsa  raining  and  eold.' 
When  lather  heard  that  he  said,  '  Oh,  dear !  no  doubt  he  had  no 
money,  and  they  turned  him  off  at  the  tavern,  and  he  could  get  no 
plara  to  stay,  and  was  obliged  to  travel  all  night  in  the  rain.'  He 
seemed  lo  feel  really  hurt  abont  it.  When  his  children  were  ill 
with  scarlet  fever,  he  took  care  of  us  himself,  and  if  he  »nw  perBims 
coming  to  the  house,  would  go  to  the  gate  aud  meet  thetn,  not  wish- 
ing them  to  Clime  in,  for  fear  of  sprcaiiing  the  disease.  Some  of  his 
friends  blamed  him  very  much  for  not  calling  in  a  physician,  — bill 
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he  brought  the  whole  bunilj  through  nicely,  and  withont  an;  of  the 
terrible  effects  afKrwan),  which  many  experienre.  Right  away  he 
became  fuinoDS  as  a  doclor,  and  thuse  who  blumed  him  must  were 
the  first  to  chU  for  hiui  when  they  were  tnkeo  with  the  sumo  disease. 
"Ai  a  shepherd,  he  showed  the  same  wntchful  care  over  his  sheep. 
I  remember  one  spring  a  great  inao;  of  his  sheep  hud  a  disease 
called  *  grub  id  the  head,'  and  when  the  Iambs  came  the  ewes  would 
not  own  them.  For  two  weeks  he  did  ui>t  gu  to  bed,  but  sat  up  or 
slept  ao  hour  or  two  at  a  time  iu  his  chuir,  uud  then  would  take  a 
lauleni,  go  out  aud  c»:ch  the  ewes,  Hud  hold  them  while  the  luiiika 
sucked.  He  would  very  ofteo  liriiig  Id  h  little  dead-hmking  lumb, 
and  put  it  in  warm  water  aad  rul>  it  iiiiltl  it  showed  signs  of  life, 
aod  llien  wrap  it  iu  a  wanii  bkuki't,  ti-vd  it  wnnii  inilk  with  a  tea- 
SpooD,  and  work  over  it  with  such  Icudcniess  tlmt  ia  a  few  hours  it 
wuold  be  capering  anmud  tlie  riMim.  Oud  Monday  morning  I  bad 
just  got  my  white  clothrs  in  a  uice  warm  su<ls  in  the  wash-tub,  when 
he  came  id  bringing  a  little  dcud-Iookiug  l.iinh.  There  seemed  tn  be 
uo  sign  of  life  about  it.  Said  lie,  '  Take  out  your  clothes  quick,  und 
let  ue  pnt  this  lamb  in  the  water.'  I  felt  a  little  vexed  to  be  hindered 
with  my  washing,  and  told  him  I  did  n't  bclicTe  ho  could  make  it 
live ;  hut  iu  an  hour  or  two  he  had  it  running  arrmnd  the  room,  and 
calling  loudly  for  its  mother.  The  next  year  he  came  in  from  the 
bam  and  said  to  me,  'Ruth,  that  lamb  that  I  hindered  you  with 
when  you  were  waeliing,  I  have  just  sold  for  one  hundred  dollora.' 
It  WHS  a  pure-blooded  Saxony  Iamb." 

From  Pennsylvania  back  to  Ohio,  in  1835-36,  and  from 
Ohio  to  Massachusetts  in  1845-46,  were  for  the  Brown 
&mily  a  temporary  recall  from  their  frontier  and  pioneer 
duty  to  the  haunts  of  civilization  ;  and  in  this  interval  the 
children  of  the  second  marriage  were  nearly  all  born,  and 
in  part  educated.  The  older  children  also  received  some 
education  which  the  backwoods  could  not  furnish;  and  it 
was  seriously  contemplated  at  one  time  to  send  John  Brown, 
Jr.,  to  West  Point,  where  he  might  receive  a  military  educa- 
tion in  the  national  school.  At  Franklin  in  18.'i6  and  during 
the  short  period  when  the  wool  business  at  Springfield  was 
ilourisbing,  John  Brown  bad  hopes  of  becoming  a  capitalist, 
—  not  for  the  sake  of  giving  himself  an  easier  life,  but  to 
educate  his  children  better,  and  to  lay  up  money  with  which 
he  could  carry  out  his  chosen  purpose  of  setting  the  ."slaves 
free.    This  ho])e  faded  away,  but  the  purpose  remaiued  fixed, 
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and  was  the  occaeian  of  bis  seeking  once  more  the  freedom 
and  the  hai-dshipa  of  a  backwoodsman.  On  the  anniversary 
of  West  India  emancipation,  August  1,  1846,  Gerrit  Smitb, 
the  agrarian  emaneipatiouist  of  New  York,  bad  offered  to 
give  one  hundred  thousand  acres  of  bis  wild  land  in  tliat 
State  to  such  colored  families,  fugitive  slaves  or  citizens 
of  New  York,  as  would  occnpy  and  cultivate  them  in 
small  farms.  Two  years  later  (April  8,  1S48)  when  a 
few  of  these  families  had  established  tliemsetves  in  the 
Adirondac  wilderness,  John  Brown  visited  Mr.  Smith  at 
Peterboro',  New  York,  and  proposed  to  take  up  land  in 
the  same  region  for  bimself  and  his  children,  while  at 
the  same  time  he  would  employ  and  direct  the  labor  of 
those  colored  backwoodsmen  who  had  settled  there.  Mr, 
Smith,  who  had  inherited  from  his  father  landed  prop- 
erty in  more  than  fifty  of  the  counties  of  New  York,  knew 
very  well  when  he  made  bis  princely  offer  that  those  who 
might  accept  it  would  need  all  the  encouragement  and  di- 
rection tbey  could  receive  from  men  like  Brown,  for  there 
were  many  difficulties  in  the  way  of  its  acceptance  by  the 
Southern  fugitives  and  the  free  people  of  color  in  the 
Northern  cities.  The  Adirondac  counties  were  then,  much 
more  than  now,  a  backwoods  region,  with  few  roads,  schools, 
or  churehes,  and  very  few  good  farms.  The  great  current 
of  summer  and  autumn  travel,  which  now  flows  through  it 
every  year,  had  scarcely  begun  to  move ;  sportsmen  from 
New  York  and  New  England,  and  the  agents  of  men  in- 
terested in  iron-mines  and  emelting-forges,  were  the  chief 
visitors.  The  life  of  a  settler  there  was  rough  pioneer 
work :  the  forest  was  to  bo  cut  down  and  the  land  burned 
over;  the  family  supplies  must  be  produced  mainly  in  the 
household  ;  the  men  made  their  own  sugar  from  the  maple 
woods,  and  the  women  spun  and  wove  the  garments  from 
the  wool  that  grew  on  the  backs  of  the  farmers'  sheep. 
Winter  lingers  there  for  six  months  out  of  the  twelve,  and 
neither  wheat  nor  Indian  corn  will  grow  on  these  hillsides 
in  ordinaty  years.  The  crops  are  gra-ss.  rye,  oats,  potatoes, 
and  garden  vegetables ;  cows,  and  especially  sheep,  are  the 
wealth  of  the  farmer  ;  and,  as  Colonel  Higginson  mentioned 
in  1869,  the  widow  of  Oliver  Brown,  when  he  was  killed  at 


1849-1 


PIONEER   LIFE   IN  THE   ADIRONDAC8. 


9TI 


Harper'a  Ferry,  was  considered  not  abfiolutely  penniless, 
because  her  youjig  husband  had  left  her  five  sheep,  valued 
at  ten  dollars,     tjuch  a.  region   was  less  attractive  to  the 
negroes  than  Canada,  for  it  was  as  eold,  less  secure  from 
k  the  slave-hunter,  and  gave  little  choice  of  those  humble  but 
Ifrell-paid  employments,  indispensable  in  towns,  to  which 
'  the  colored  race  naturally  resort     There  was  uo  opening  In 
the  woods  of  Essex  for  waiters,  barbers,  coachmen,  washer- 
women, or  the  other  occupations  for  which  negroes  had  been 
trained. 

In  spite  of  these  discouragements,  at  the  date  of  Brown's 

first  call  at  the  hospitable  home  of  Mr.  Smith  (where  he 

was  ever  after  a  welcome  visitor)  a  small  colony  of  colored 

.  people  had  gone  to  North  Elba  iu  Essex  County,  to  clear  up 

^the  forest  land,  and  were  braving  the  hardships  of  the  first    I 

sar  in  the  cold  Itackwoods  of  Northern  New  York.     Brown 
(introduced  himself  to  Mr.  Sniitli,  and  made  him  this  pro- 
something  of  a  pioneer;  I  grew  up  among  the 
K^iroods  and  wild  Indiana  of  Ohio,  and  am  used  to  the  climate 
^aud  the  way  of  life  that  your  colony  find  bo  trying.     I  will 
take  one  of  your  farms  myself,  clear  it  up  and  plant  it,  and 
Vibow  my  colored  neighbors  how  such  work  should  be  done ; 
irill  give  them  work  as  I  have  occasion,  look  after  them  in 
'  all  needful  ways,  and  be  a  kind  of  father  to  them."     His 
host  knew  the  value  of  such  services  ;  with  his  quick  eye 
for  the  nobler  traits  of  human    nature,  he  saw  the  true 
character  of  Brown,  and  the  arrangement  was  soon  ma<ie. 
Brown  purchased  a  farm  or  two,  obtained  the  refusal  of 
fothers,  and  in  1848-49,  while  still  engaged  in  his  wool  bnsi- 
Siess,  he  removed  a  part  of  his  family  from  Springfield  to    i 
"Korth  Elba,  where  they  remained  much  of  the  time  between 
~:819  and  18&1,  and  where  they  lived  when  he  was  attacking 
Jfclavery  in  Kansas,  in  Missouri,  and  in  Virginia,     Besides 
■  the  other  inducements  which  this  rough  and  bleak  region 
offered  him,  he  considered  it  a  good  refuge  for  his  wife  and 
younger  children,  when  he  should  go  on  his  campaign;  a 
place  where  they  would  not  only  be  safe  and  independent, 
bnt  could  live  frugally,  and  both  learn  and  practise  those 
habits  of  thrifty  industry  which  Brown  thought  indispen- 
sabl«  in  the  training  of  children.     When  he  went  there,  bis 
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youngest  aon  Oliver  was  ten  jeais  old,  .ind  his  daughters 
Anna  and  Sarah  wete  six  uiid  three  years  old.  Ellen,  his 
youngest  child,  was  born  aft«rwai'ds. 

Browu  soon  fell  iu  love  with  the  regian  thus  uhoseu  for 
i'  his  home  mid  bui-ial-place.  His  ruinantic  spirit,  which  iu 
^  early  life  made  him  long  to  be  a  shepherd,  made  him  also 
I  keenly  alive  to  the  attractious  of  the  wild  and  sublime  iu 
I  Nature.  Had  he  been  boru  among  these  mountaius  he  could 
not  have  felt  their  beauty  more  deeply.  In  the  summer  and 
eaiOy  automu,  for  a  few  months,  this  wilderness  is  charming. 
The  mountains  rise  grand  aud  beautiful  on  all  sides  j  the 
untamed  forest  clothes  their  slopes  and  hlls  up  the  plains 
and  valleys,  save  where  the  puny  labors  of  men  have  here 
and  there  rescued  a  bit  of  fertile  land  from  its  gloom.  On 
such  spots  the  houses  are  built,  and  around  them  grow  the 
small  cultivated  crops  that  can  endure  the  climate,  while 
the  woods  and  meadows  are  full  of  wild  fruits.  Many  of 
the  dwellings  were  then  log-cabins ;  and  in  the  whole  town- 
ship of  North  Elba  there  was  scarcely  a  house  Worth  a 
thousand  dollars,  or  one  which  was  finished  throughout. 
Mrs.  Browu's  house,  at  ray  first  visit,  in  1857,  had  but  two 
plastered  rooms,  yet  two  families  lived  in  it,  —  and  at  my 
secoml  visit,  in  I'eliruary,  1S60,  two  widowed  women'  besides, 
whose  husbands  were  killed  at  Harper's  Ferry.  I  slept  on 
both  occasions  in  a  little  chamber  partitioned  off  with  a  rude 
framework,  but  not  plastered,  the  walls  only  ornamented 
with  a  few  pictures  (among  them  a  portrait  of  Brown) ;  aud 
in  winter  the  snow  sifted  through  the  roof  and  fell  upon  the 
bed.  I  arrived  at  nightfall,  closely  pursued  from  the  shore 
of  Lake  Champlain  by  a  snowstorm,  which  murmured  and 
moaned  about  the  chamber  all  night ;  and  in  the  morning  I 
found  a  small  snowdrift  on  my  coverlet,  and  another  on  the 
floor  near  the  bed.'  This  bouse  had  been  built  by  John 
Brown  about  1850.  and  the  great  rock  beside  which  he  lies 
buried  ia  but  a  few  rods  from  its  door.  At  that  time,  far 
more  than  now,  the  wild  raspberries  and  other  fruits  were 


'  The  new-born  \in\f.  of  Oliver  Bmwn  (the  raptaiii'g  j^ungcat  h 
httd  l*eri  killt^  rtt  Hurp^r's  Fprry  f'liir  iimntlis  Iwfore)  Ami  i; 
that  Dight,  slid  the  poor  young  mother  did  not  long  »t 
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in  abundance,  the  woods  abounded  in  game,  and  the  streams 
and  lakes  with  hsh.  But  the  mode  of  life  was  rude  and 
primitive,  with  no  elegance,  and  little  that  we  should  call 
comfort,  as  will  appear  by  the  reminiscences  of  Mrs.  Thomp- 
son, soon  to  be  cited.  The  contrast  between  this  region,  in 
1849,  and  the  thriving  towns  of  Massachusetts,  like  Spring- 
field, was  striking. 

One  of  the  first  things  that  Brown  did  in  this  wilderness 
was  to  introduce  his  favorite  breed  of  cattle,  and  to  exhibit 
them  for  a  prize  at  the  annual  cattle-show  of  Essex  County, 
in  September,  1860.  They  were  a  grade  of  Devons,  and  the 
first  stock  of  the  kind  that  had  ever  been  seen  at  the  county 
fair.  The  agncultural  society,  in  its  annual  report  for  1850, 
said :  "  The  appearance  upon  the  grounds  of  a  number  of 
very  choice  and  beautiful  Devons,  from  the  herd  of  Mr. 
John  Brown,  residing  in  one  of  our  most  remote  and  se- 
cluded towns,  attracted  great  attention,  and  added  much  to 
the  interest  of  the  fair.  The  interest  and  admiration  they 
excited  have  attracted  public  attention  to  the  subject,  and 
have  already  resulted  in  the  introduction  of  several  choice 
animals  into  this  region."  The  same  result,  on  a  much 
grander  scale,  was  observed  some  years  later,  when  John 
Brown  exhibited  specimens  of  a  choicer  and  bigger  breed  of 
men  than  had  been  seen  lately  in  Virginia  or  New  England. 
"  We  have  no  doubt,"  added  the  Essex  County  farmers, 
"  that  this  influence  upon  the  character  of  our  stock  will  be 
permanent  and  decisive." 

Mrs.  Ruth  Thompson  has  given  some  anecdotes  of  the 
pioneer  life  at  North  Elba,  whither  she  went  at  the  age  of 
twenty.    She  says :  — 

"Before  moving  to  North  Elba,  father  rentpd  a  farm,  having  a 
good  bam  ou  it,  and  a  one-sbiry  house,  which  scnned  very  sinall  for 
'  a  fcmily  of  nine.  Father  said,  '  It  is  small ;  but  the  inain  thing  is, 
'  on  heep  good -oa tared.'  He  had  bought  somo  fine  Devon  cattle  in 
CtmDecticut,  near  his  birthplnre;  these  my  brothers  Owen,  Watson, 
and  Salmon  drove  to  North  Elba.  At  Westpurt  he  bought  a  span  of 
good  horses,  and  hired  Thomas  Jefferson  (a  colored  man,  who  with 
his  fiimily  were  moving  to  North  Elba  from  Troy)  to  drive  them.  He 
pniTod  to  be  a  CAreful  and  trusty  man,  and  so  father  hired  him  as  long 
as  he  stayed  there,  to  be  his  teamster.    Mr.  Jcffersoa  by  his  kind  ways 
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EooQ  non  the  euufiJciir^  uf  ub  nil.  He  drove  Bo  carefuU;  over  the 
mnuDtain  roads  that  futlitT  thooght  he  h&d  been  very  rurtunatu  in  meet- 
ing hiiQ.  The  ila;  we  crossed  the  mountain  from  Keene  traa  rainf 
and  dreary;  but  fother  kept  our  spirils  up  by  poiating  out  soiiie- 
thiug  new  and  inters siiiig  all  the  way.  We  stopped  octiasiontill;  to  get 
a  cup  of  water  frdin  tlio  spurkltug  strenins,  that  were  so  clear  we  could 
see  the  bottom  i^iivirvil  with  olesu  SBitd  Hud  beautiful  whit«  pebbles. 
Wo  never  tired  i.f  jiH.king  liu  scenery,  which  seemed 

awfully  grand.     Fnthi-r  wiin  i  how  fragrant  the  air  >ra», 

filled  with  the  pcrriiuLc  cif  nluck,  and  balsHins.     The 

lillle  house  of  Mr.  Flaudera,  bu  uur  home,  was  the  sec- 

ond honse  we  came  to  aftn  mounlnin  Irom  Keene.     It 

had  one  good-sized  room   I  answered   pretty  well   for 

kilch*9U,  diuing-room,  and  p  muiry  and  two  bedruonis; 

and  the  chamber  furnished  s|  'ds,  —  so  that  whenever  '» 

BtniDger  or  wayfaring  man  gates,  he  was  not  tnruod 

away.  We  all  slept  souudlj;  anil  itio  nuxt  moriing  the  snn  ruse 
bright,  and  made  our  tittle  homo  quiio  cheerful.  Before  niH>n  a. 
bright,  pleasant  ctdored  iKiy  came  to  our  gate  (or  rather,  otir  bars) 
and  inquired  if  John  Brown  lived  there.  'Here  ia  where  he  stays,' 
was  father's  reply.  The  boy  had  been  a  slave  iu  Virginia,  and 
WHS  sold  and  eent  to  St.  Augustine,  Fla.  From  there  he  ran  away, 
and  came  lo  Springfield,  where  bj  his  industry  and  good  habits  he 
had  acjuireil  scrtno  jiroiMrty.  Father  hired  him  to  help  carry  on 
the  farm,  so  there  were  ten  of  us  in  the  llnle  honse;  but  Cyrus  did 
not  take  more  than  his  sliare  uf  the  room,  and  was  always  good- 
natured. 

"  As  soon  as  father  could  go  sround  among  the  colored  families, 
he  employed  Mrs.  Reed,  a  widow,  to  be  our  housekeeper  and  cook; 
for  mother  was  very  much  out  uf  heahh. 

"  While  we  were  living  iu  Springfield  our  house  was  plainly  fur- 
nished, but  very  comfortahly,  all  excepling  the  piirlor.  Mother  and 
I  had  often  e.tpresseii  a  wish  that  t)ie  parlor  might  be  furnished 
too,  and  father  encouraged  us  that  it  should  be ;  but  after  he  made 
up  his  mind  to  go  to  North  Elba  ho  began  to  economize  in  many 
ways.  One  day  he  called  us  older  ones  to  him  and  said :  '  I  want 
to  plan  with  you  a  little ;,  and  I  want  you  all  to  express  your  minds. 
I  have  a  little  money  to  spare ;  and  now  shall  we  nsn  it  to  furnish 
the  parlor,  or  sjiend  it  to  buy  ebithing  for  the  colored  people  who  may 
need  help  in  North  Elba  another  year  f '  We  all  said,  '  Save  the 
money.'  He  was  never  stingy  in  his  family,  but  always  provided 
liberally  for  us,  whenever  he  was  able  to  do  so.  Frederick  Douglass 
has  said  in  his  last  iMiok,  that  John  Ilrown  economized  so  closely  iu 
ord«r  to  carry  out  his  plans,  that  wo  did  not  have  a  cloth  on  the 
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Ubie  ttt  01  eal- times.  I  think  onr  good  friend  is  mislfiken ;  toil  m 
aat  duwa  to  u  meal  at  my  fatbot's  tnble  witbuut  a  clotb.  Re 
very  pnrtiDular  about  this.  Fatber  had  been  planning  ever  siniv  i 
bo;  how  be  eould  help  to  liberate  the  sluvea  at  the  South,  aiid  neve 
lost  an  opportunity  to  aid  in  every  possible  way  those  who  wore  eg-" 
capiDg  from  boDdage.  He  saw  in  Mr.  Smith's  proposal  an  opening 
through  trhioh  he  thought  he  might  carry  oat  his  cherish^  scheme. 
He  knew  that  the  colored  people  who  might  settle  on  those  Adiron- 
dac  lands  were  inexperienced.  Most  of  them  had  lived  in  cities, 
and  were  unnsed  to  the  hardships  and  privations  they  must  necessa- 
rily undergo  in  making  homes  in  that  wild  mountain  r^on.  There- 
fore, as  soon  as  wo  bad  got  fairly  settled,  father  liegan  to  thiuk  what 
he  eould  do  to  help  the  new  colored  settlers  to  begin  work  on  their 
lands.  The  gre-ater  number  of  them  were  intelligent,  induslrioua 
people,  aod  glad  In  do  the  best  tbey  could ;  but  uiauy  of  them  bad 
been  ebeateil  badly  by  a  laod-surveyor,  who  tmik  advantage  of  their 
ignorance,  and  got  them  to  settle  on  lands  that  did  nut  correspond 
with  the  deeds  Gerrit  Smith  had  given  them.  Some  of  them  began 
working  on  low  land  that  was  hard  to  cuItivHte;  and  when  ihvj 
found  they  had  been  cheated  they  wore  disonaruged,  and  many  weiij 
back  to  their  city  homes.  Father  felt  deeply  over  the  way  eo  maniB 
of  them  had  been  treated,  and  tried  to  encourage  and  help  tliuni  nH 
every  way  he  could.  He  spent  much  of  his  time  in  surveying  their' 
land,  running  out  their  lines,  and  helping  them  to  locate  on  land 
actually  l>eloDgiug  to  them  ;  and  be  also  employed  scverul  of  the 
colored  men  to  cut  the  timber  off  a  part  of  the  farm  where  he  now 
lies  buried.  He  bought  a  qunntily  of  provisions  for  them,  and  some 
cloth  to  be  made  np  into  garments- 

"It  was  not  long  after  we  settled  in  North  Elba  that  Mr.  R.  H. 
Dana,  with  Mr.  Metcalf,  of  Eastern  Massathn setts,  and  Mr.  Aikena, 
of  Westportj  rame  to  our  house  one  morning,  and  asked  for  some-    i 
thing  to  eat.     Tbey  met  father  in  the  yard,  and  told  him  they  haA.>l 
been  lost  in  the  woods,  and  had  eaten  nothing  since  the  morning  be-  M 
fore.    Father  came  in,  and  asked  me  if  I  could  get  breakfast  for  stimaj 
men  that  bad  been  oat  all  night,  and  were  very  hungry.     '  Certain^fl 
I  can,'  said  I.     They  lay  on  the  grass  while  1  made  preparations  iqj 
cook  something  substantinl  fur  them,  hut  they  were  su  hungry  the]9 
Miuld  not  wait ;   su  they  came  in  and  said,  '  Do  not  wait  to  oxiKfl 
anything ;  just  give  as  some  bread  and  milk,  for  we  are  nearljr  I 
Btarvi'd.'      I   hurried   some  bread,  butter,  and   inilk   on   the  tahl^.*| 
and  tbey  ate  as  only  hungry  men  can.     I  tilled  the  milk-piieher  and 
hrcod-plate  several  times,  until  I  was  afraid  they  would  hurt  them- 
selvM;  and  then  T  pereuaded  them  to  go  iipatjiirs  and  sleep  a  few 
houra  until   I  could  get  them  a  cooked  dinner,  and  they  did  so. 
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While  they  wito  n'stiii;;  on  the  beds  npiUin,  our  exceUont  oook 
got  dinner  for  them,  —  ienisoa  unit  Biimo  spockled  bMok-tnint,  willi 
other  things  uecc^mry  io  tnoke  a  sabstiiiiiUl  dlouur.  AEu^r  all  wu 
ready  I  called  tbein,  aii<l  the  three  aaue  down  and  ate  ttliine.  Thej 
seemed  to  CDJuj  the  liiimer;  but  their  uppetitps  did  not  si<[trBr  u 
keen  as  in  the  monilng,  when  tlioy  ate  tho  bn'iul  aud  uutk.  They 
paid  tis  lihemlly  for  tlielr  ni«al»,  aui!  thauked  us  kindly  for  oiir 

triiublo  [  titok  their  hwita  ii "iir  their  fwt  wmre  too  mui'h 

swollen  K)  put  them  on),  ui  A-hy.     Their  teamster  Iiad 

beeu  sent  for,  uud  he  took  Oxguod's, — as  Mr.  Dau» 

tneuliona.     Wc  saw  at  .jtici  rt-  gi'utli^tncn,  ilerpite  their 

furloru  apiM-uriiiicni  wb  wei  their  story,  and  were  glud 

to  enttrlaiu  thizii." 


Mr.  Dana  wrote  an  ai  s  adventure,  which  was 

printed  in  thf  "  Atliirit  for  July,  1871,  and  in 

wliich  he  thus  dcucrilifB  the  country  as  John  Brown  first 
Haw  it  in  1848;  — 

"  FriHn  Keene  westward  we  began  lo  raect  signu  of  frontier  life, — 
Idg-cahiiis,  little  cli'ariiigs,  had  nNids  overshaiioweJ  by  forests,  inoiin- 
itB,  and  Ihc  refreshing  odor  of  balsam  firs  and  benilocks.    lu 


the  aflemoun  we  came  into  the  ludimi  ]'ni>B.    This  is 


.r  gorge, 


formed  by  tw<i  elusc  and  parallel  walU  of  nearly  )>er|)riidiciilar  difis, 
thirteen  huudn.il  feet  iu  height,  and  almost  bluek  in  their  liuc.  Itefora 
I  had  seen  the  Yoscmite  Valley  ibesc  cliffs  SJitisfieil  iny  iJeal  of  steep 
iiioimtain  walls.  From  the  liighcst  level  of  the  Pass  flow  two  mouu- 
tain  torrents  in  opponito  din-ctions,  —  one  the  source  of  the  Hudson, 
and  so  reaehing  tho  Allantiu ;  anil  the  other  tlie  sourea  of  the  Au 
Riihle,  which  runs  into  Lake  ChainphLiT),  anil  at  last  iuto  the  Gulf  of 
St.  Ijawrence.  .  .  .  Tlio  Adirondac  Mountains  wave  with  (vixids,  and 
are  green  with  hushes  to  their  suminils;  torrenls  break  down  into  the 
valleys  on  all  Biilen ;  lakes  of  various  sizes  and  Bhaj>eE  glitter  in  the 
landscape,  bordered  by  bending  woods  whose  mots  stiike  throngh 
the  waters.  There  is  none  of  that  dreary  lutrren  grandeur  that  marks 
the  White  Moimlains,  nitbotigh  Tahawus  [Mt.  Miin-y),  the  highest 
piiik,  is  about  fifty-four  hundred  feet  high,  only  some  six  or  seven 
biiDdreil  feet  less  than  Mt.  Washington.  .  .  .  From  John  Bniwn's 
small  b^-house,  old  While  Face,  the  only  rxeeplioTi  to  the  uniform 
green  and  brown  and  hlaek  hues  of  the  Ailirondae  hills,  stood  plain 
in  view,  rising  at  the  head  of  Lake  Placid,  its  white  or  pale-gray 
siile  enuseil,  we  were  tii1d,  by  a  laudsUde:  all  about  were  the  distant 
highest  b: 
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Thia  was  not  the  house  that  Brown  built,  and  near 
which  he  now  lies  buried,  but  the  smaller  one  that  he  first 
occupied.  Of  Brown's  appearance  and  family  arrangemeDts 
in  June,  1849  (he  was  then  foity-nine  years  old),  Mr.  Dana 
says : — 

"  He  wfw  a  tall,  gaunt,  dark-comple*ioned  man,  walking  before  his 
wagon,  having  hia  theodolite  and  other  aurveyor's  iDBtraments  with 
{  him.  He  eama  forward  and  reroived  qb  with  kiudneaa  ;  a  gi^ve, 
'  aeriona  man  he  seemed,  with  a  marked  eunnleuance  and  a  natural 
dignitj  of  manner,  —  that  dignity  which  ia  unconaciuus,  and  comes 
.  from  a  snperiur  habit  of  mind.  At  table  he  aaid  a  eoleinn  grace.  I 
observed  that  he  called  the  two  negroes  by  their  surnames,  with 
the  prefixes  of  Mr.  and  Hra.  He  introduced  as  to  them  in  due  form, 
— '  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Jefferson,'  etc.  We  found  him  well  informed  on 
innct  subjects,  especially  in  the  natoral  sciences.  He  had  books,  and 
evidently  made  a  diligent  nse  of  them.  He  had  confessedly  the  beat 
cattle  and  best  fanning  utensils  for  miles  round.  He  seeiued  to  have 
an  unlimited  family  of  children,  from  a  cheerful,  nice,  healthy  woman 
of  twenty  or  so  [Ruth],  and  a  fiiU-sized,  red-haired  son  [Owen], 
throogh  every  grade  of  boy  and  girl,  to  a  couple  that  could  hardly 
apeak  plain.  Friday,  June  29,  we  found  them  at  breaklast  b  the 
patriarchal  style, —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown,  and  their  large  family  of 
children,  with  the  hired  men  and  women,  inclading  three  negroes, 
all  at  the  table  together.  Their  meal  was  neat,  substantial,  and 
wholesome." 

Conoemiug  the  house  in  which  Mr.  Dana  visited  her 
lather,  Mrs.  Thompson  says :  — 

"  It  stood  near  the  schiwlhonse,  on  the  road  to  Keene  and  Westport, 
from  the  grave  hy  the  great  nwk  on  father's  own  farm,  and  mure  than  a 
utile  east  from  that  spot.  The  Indian  Pass,  mentioned  by  Mr.  Dana, 
is  a  'notch'  between  Mt.  Marcy  and  Mt.  Mclntyre,  a  few  miles  south 
of  oar  cabin,  while  Mt.  White  Face  was  as  many  miles  to  the  north. 
The  Au  Sable  Itiver  is  the  stream  which  drains  these  mountains,  and 
flows  through  North  Elba  in  a  winding  course  into  l^ke  Champlain, 
at  Port  Kent.  Westport  is  the  town  ou  Lake  Chainplain,  south  of 
the  mouth  of  the  Au  Sable,  tmm  which  travellers  commonly  start  in 
going  into  the  Adirondac  wilderness  by  Keene  ;  and  it  wiis  through 
thia  town  that  father  usually  weqt  to  and  from  North  Elba.  On  one 
of  hie  trips  home  from  Sprinirfield,  in  the  winter,  he  hired  a  man  to 
take  him  from  Westport  to  Keene,  but  could  not  get  any  one  to  earry 
him  over  the  mountain  to  North  Elba  that  afternoon.    Being  very 
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auxiouB  to  get  home,  he  stiirted  from  Kecne  ou  fuot,  carryiug  a  heavy 
Batchel.  Bcfuro  hu  cjiiiie  within  »evFr^  niileB  of  home,  he  got  «o 
tired  and  lame  that  he  haii  to  sit  dowu  iu  the  ri>ad.  The  enow  was 
very  deep,  iiad  tiio  ruiul  hut  little  truildea.  lie  giit  up  Bgain  after 
a  while,  weat  ou  us  fur  da  ,he  could,  auii  snt  duwu  oDee  mure.  He 
H-Hlked  a  lung  djrtiiuee  iu  that  wsjr,  and  at  lusl  In;  down  (fUh  tatigue 
iu  the  deep  bdow  ht'sidi'  ilie  path,  aud  thought  he  slioiild  get  chilled 
there  aud  die.     Wliik'  lyiu^  ssed  him  ou  foot,  hut  did 

Dot  notice  him.      Futher  gu>  thought  he  wm  drunk,  or 

else  did  not  seo  him.     Ho  rested  a  while,  and  then 

started  on  again,  though  in  nd  made  out  to  reach  the 

first   bouse,  fioltert  Scott's.  ilXnrw»rd«  a  noted  tnvem 

for  sportsmen   aud  traveller  i  known   far  and  wide  as 

'  Scott's.'    It  ia  now  kept  I  kiniinan  Mr    ^mes    and 

is  the  nearest  hotel  to  the  Fnnn     where  fsther  I  efl 

buried.)     Fathir  rested  at  1  si  me  tune   A  d  then  Mr 

Sr'itt  hitched  hi»  .wn  to  the  xim,  iinii  hn  ^1  I  I  ue  t  s 
Father  could  scarcely  get  into  the  house,  he  was  BO  ticed 

"  I  had  in  the  mean  lime  married  Henry  Tlnn  peon  of  North  Elba 
(two  of  whose  hrotliers  were  aftem'ards  killed  at  Harpers  Perry), 
and  was  living  with  my  husband  on  his  farm  not  far  from  where 
father's  grave  now  is.  Father's  lawsuits  about  his  wool  busiuesa 
had  brought  him  hack  from  Ohio  to  Troy,  N.  Y.,  nearly  a  hundred 
miles  from  North  Elba ;  but  hearing  that  the  small-pox  was  in  one 
of  the  mountain  t<)wns  not  far  from  us,  he  made  the  long  journey 
into  the  wilderness,  and  came  to  our  house  early  one  morning  (fearing 
my  husband  hud  not  been  vnecinnted,  and  bo  might  get  the  small- 
pox). We  were  much  surpriwd  to  see  him  ;  and  when  he  told  us 
what  brought  him  back,  I  thought  was  there  ever  such  love  and 
care  as  his !  When  any  of  the  family  were  sink,  be  did  not  often  trust 
watchers  to  care  for  the  sii'k  one,  but  sat  up  himself,  and  was  like  a 
tender  mother.  At  one  time  he  sat  up  every  night  for  two  weeks 
while  mother  was  sick,  for  fear  he  would  oversleep  if  he  went  to  bed, 
and  then  the  Are  would  go  out,  and  she  take  ruld.  No  one  outside 
of  liis  own  family  can  ever  know  the  mingled  strength  and  tenderness 
<if  his  character.  Oh,  what  a  loss  his  death  seemed  ti>  us  !  Yet  we 
did  not  half  know  him  until  he  was  taken  from  us. 

"  He  did  not  lose  his  interest  in  the  colored  people  of  North  Elba, 
and  grieved  over  the  sjui  fate  of  one  of  them,  Mr.  Henderson,  who 
was  lost  in  the  woods  in  the  winter  iif  1)^52,  and  perished  with  the 
cold.  Mr.  Henderson  was  an  intelligent  and  good  man,  and  was 
very  industrious,  and  father  thought  much  of  him.  Before  leaving 
for  Kansas  in  1855,  lo  help  defend  the  Free  StAte  cause,  and,  if  an 
opportunity  ofTercd,  to  strike  a  blow  at  slavery,  he  removed  his  family 
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/    bom  Ohio  back  to  the  fium  in  North  Elba.     Od  leaving  ub  finally  to 
',    go  b)  Kansas  that  iummer,  be  said,  '  ir  it  is  so  pHioful  for  us  to  part 
I   with  the  hope  of  meeting  again,  bow  dreadful  must  be  the  feelings  of 
hundreds  of  poor  slaves'  who  are  separateil  for  life  I ' " 

When  John  Brown,  Jr.,  visited  with  his  father  at  North 
Elba  in  1858,  be  thus  described  the  place  in  a  lettei  to  his 
brother : — 

"  From  Keene  wa  came  by  a  new  road,  laii)  south  of  the  old  route 
over  the  mouotajna.  This  new  road  is  open  for  tmvel  in  the  winter 
months,  as  it  leads  by  Long  Pond,  which  is  itself  used  as  a  road  when 
frozen  over.  The  route  is  the  most  romautically  grand  and  beautiful 
that  I  ever  saw  in  my  life.  I  am  fuUy  convinced  that  North  Elba  is 
the  ranntry  for  us  to  come  to.  Building  materials  of  good  quality 
are  very  cheap;  and  I  can  purchase  the  wild  lands  having  exc^ellent 
sugar  orchards  on  them,  of  from  two  hundred  to  one  thousand  good 
maple-trees,  for  about  one  dollar  per  acre.  The  land  is  easily  cleared 
by  'slashing'  and  burning,  end  by  sowing  on  graas-seed  can  be  con- 
verted into  good  pasture  within  a  year.  It  is  excellent  for  rye, 
spring-wheat,  oats,  potatoes,  rarrots,  turnips,  ete.,  and  iu  some  places 
hardy  apples  can  be  mised  i<i  advantage.  I  can  get  Mr.  Dickson's 
place  (forty  acres,  with  five  or  six  improved,  or  at  least  cleared), 
with  a  good  l(^-bouse,  a  frame  ham,  20  X  90  feet,  for  (150." 

John  Brown  himself  often  declared  his  fondness  for  this 
region,  and  it  was  by  his  express  request  that  he  waa  buried 
on  the  hill-side,  in  view  of  Tahavms  and  White  Face.  In 
June,  1854,  while  living  in  Ohio,  be  thus  wrote  to  his  son 
John :  — 

"  My  own  conviction,  after  at^n  visiting  Essex  County  (as  I  did 
week  before  last),  is  that  no  pliico  (of  which  I  know)  offer*  so  many 
inducemenla  to  me,  or  any  of  my  family,  as  that  section ;  and  1  would 
wish  when  yon  make  a  move  that  you  go  in  that  direction.  I  will 
give  my  reasons  at  length  when  I  have  a  little  more  time.  Henry 
and  family  are  well,  and  appear  satisfied  that  North  Elba  is  about 
the  place  after  all.    I  never  saw  it  look  half  so  inviting  before." 

In  an  earliei  letter  he  thus  writes :  — 

MoETH  Elba,  N.  T.,  Dec.  15,  1862. 
Dkab  BON  John,  —  I  got  here  last  night,  and  found  all  very  wm- 
forbtble  and  well,  except  Henry,  who  is  troubled  with  a  lame  back, 
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sometliing  like  rlipumiilism  I  prMnine.  The  wcultior  has  bwra  very 
milJ  so  far,  uiid  iliiiifre  appear  to  be  progtcBsing  au»mg  our  olil 
neighbors  ;  so  lijiit  I  ficl  us  much  as  over  dieposwl  lo  regard  thu  as 
iny  biiine,  and  I  ciii  tliiiilt  of  nuobjeetion  to  your  coining  liorelo  livo 
when  you  can  bpII  nut  well.  A  iniddliug  gwxl  saw-mili  \a  now  run- 
ning a  few  rods  down  the  river'  from  the  large  pine  k-g  we  used  lo 
crues  on,  when  we  went  tii  heln  HBiiro  inUe  care  ft  his  oats.  Tlio 
more  I  reflect  ou  all  the  fioi  ly  tu  fiiUow,  the  Hiore  1  «ni 

disposed  to  encouriigii  jou  '  and  I  take  into  the  account 

H8  well  as  I  eaii  the  pre  '<  wfllftire  of  jonrseif  and 

family,  and  pnispects  of  usi  trial  at  Bnslon  is  to  c4)tiio 

on  by  ngreeuieut  on  the  t  shiiU  write  Mr-  Ferkiua  ti> 

send  you  money  far  cxpens  ejui  get  on  to  Bosloa  by 

the  3d  Jannary.     We  shnlT  iho  papers  over,  and  Ulk 

the  biisiueHS  over  befnreha  mdn  utnnpying  the  baUuM 

of  the  sheet.     Mj-  bi'^t  \vi-. 

Your  uttectionate  lather, 

John  Bbown. 

The  hardships  of  existence  in  a  new  country  like  North 
Elba  fall  hesivieat  on  the  women.  Mrs.  Urown  had  been  an 
invalid  before  leaving  Springfield,  and  she  was  long  out  of 
health  in  this  forest  home.  To  encourage  her,  as  he  fre- 
quently did,  Brown  had  recourse  to  letters  of  sympathy 
and  exhoitation,  mingled  with  prosaic  details  of  the  econ- 
omy they  must  practise  at  North  Elba.  One  or  two  of 
these  letters  will  here  be  given,  together  with  letters  to 
Buth  and  his  other  children. 

John  Brown  to  hU  Wife. 

Springfield,  Mass,,  Nov.  28,  1850. 
Dear  Wife,  — ...  Since  leaving  home  I  have  thought  that  nmler 
all  the  circumstances  of  doubt  attending  the  time  of  our  removul,  Hud 
the  possihilily  that  we  may  not  remove  at  all,  I  had  iierhaps  eii- 
cfluraged  the  boys  to  fped  out  the  i)i)latc>es  tuo  freely.  ...  I  «'aiit 
to  have  them  very  careful  to  have  no  Iiay  or  straw  wasted,  but  I 
would  have  them  use  enimgh  straw  for  bedding  the  cattle  lo  keep 
tbein  frfjm  lying  in  the  mire.  I  heard  frotn  Ohio  a  few  days  sititw  ; 
all  were  then  well.  It  now  seems  that  the  Fugitive  Shive  Law  was 
to  be  the  means  of  making  more  Abolitiouists  than  all  the  lectures 
*  A  branch  of  the  Au  Sabte. 
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yre  have  had  tor  yean.  It  really  looks  as  if  God  bad  bia  hand  rm 
this  wiokeduess  also.  1  of  course  keep  eDcoaragiDg  my  colored 
frienils  to  "  trust  iu  God,  and  keep  their  powder  dry."  I  did  so 
to-day,  at  ThanksgiviDg  meeting,  puhlicly. .  .  .  While  here,  and  at 
alinoet  all  places  where  1  stop,  I  aui  treated  with  all  kindness  and 
BtteutioQ  ;  but  it  dues  not  make  homo.  I  feet  lonely  and  restless,  no 
matter  how  neat  and  cumfurtable  iny  room  and  bed,  nor  bow  richly 
loaded  may  be  the  table;  they  have  few  charms  for  me,  away  from 
home.  I  can  look  back  to  our  log-cabiu  at  the  centre  of  Richfield, 
with  a.  supper  of  porridge  and  jobnny-eake,  as  a  place  of  far  mora 
interest  to  me  than  the  ' '  Massasuit "  '  of  Springfield.  But ' '  there  's 
mercy  in  every  place." 

Jan.  17,  18G1. 
...  I  wrote  Owen  last  week  that  if  he  bad  not  the  means  on  band 
to  buy  a  little  sugar,  to  write  Mr.  Cutting,  ot  Westport,  to  send  out 
some.  1  conclude  you  have  got  your  belt  before  this.  I  could  nut 
manage  to  send  the  sUtes  fur  the  hoys,  as  1  intended,  so  they  must 
be  provided  for  some  other  way.  .  .  .  Say  to  the  little  girls  that  I 
will  run  home  the  first  chatice  1  get ;  but  I  want  to  have  them  leitm 
to  be  a  little  more  still.  May  God  in  his  infinite  mercy  bless  and 
keep  you  all  is  the  unceasing  prayer  of 

Your  aSeulionate  husband, 

John  Brown. 

To  Henry  Thompson. 

North  HncsuK.N.  Y.,  March  IS,  1861. 
I  have  drawn  an  order  on  you,  payable  in  board  of  Mail-carrier, 
hone-feed,^  oats,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Judd  for  $7.09,  which  you  will 
oblige  me  by  paying  in  dats  at  forty  rents  per  bushel,  or  in  board  iw 
above,  whichever  he  may  choose.  When  you  can  sell  my  stuff  pleiiae 
pay  your  father  ta.OO  fur  me.  I  also  wish  you  to  sendonof  my  shin- 
gles that  Hiram  Brown  carried  out,  two  ihuusand  to  Alva  Holt,  as 
we  settleil  about  the  oals  on  condition  of  my  sending  him  two  thoU' 
sand.  I  wish  you  to  open  an  Account  of  debt  and  crmlit  with  me  fn>ni 
this  time  on,  as  I  shall  have  a  good  many  errands  to  trouble  you 
with.  1  wish  you  would  notify  Mr.  Flanders  by  letter  at  <ynce  (if 
Nash  calls  on  you  fiir  the  $3.00)  to  gii  ubrad  with  the  suit.  Mr. 
Kellogg  told  me  he  thought  the  Trustees  would  settle  with  me,  were 
he  to  write  to  ihero.  We  are  goltinc  alone  very  well ;  the  boys  are 
sUIl  ahead,  and  Jack  is  with  us.  Mr.  Blood  talked  uf  taking  the 
shingles  before  I  sold  the  two  thousand  to  Holt,  and  said  he  would 
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go  and  look  at  Ihtm,  niiJ  give  me  (1.50  per  thousnnd  for  them  if  he 
liked  them.  I  ivish  tu  dii  the  handaome  tiling  bj  him  about  it. 
Would  be  glad  to  Imvc  you  see  liim  about  it.  My  love  unceasing 
to  Kuth. 

ASectiotULtcly  yours, 

John  Baows. 

Tkoy.  N.  Y.,  Oct.  6.  1851. 
locd  at  this  plac«,  I  iinproTO 
ly  nieunB  of  communiualing 
t  and  future  intereeta  I  have 
ctioDs  are  but  feeble  means 
?1  whenever  iiij  abseut  chil- 
ge  on  that  heatl.  . .  . 
if  Mr.  Hall  does  Dot  Bona 
down  about  the  house  he 
would  gn  and  tiike  itictn  imny, 
rightful  owner  of  them.     I  wish  to 
ntirely  to  those  of  the  roof  and  gable- 
thetn  if  he  will  t^oopy  the  building, 
nunt ;  but  I  d<i  not  mean  to  have  liiin 
rot,  and  do  no  one  any  good.    1  wisli 
•■  snow  covers  them  up  again. 


Dear  Children,  —  Aa 

a  leisure  moment  to  writo  j 
with  a  part  of  my  family  ir 
an  iuexpressiljln  cuuccrn. 
of  conveying  uii  iJeii  of  H-b 
dren  come  into  mind  ;  so  I 
I  wish  you  to  ^ay  to  A, 
take  care  of  the  boards  t: 
built,  I  wi^b  he  and  Mr. 
as  I  paid  for  them,  aud  am  the 
have  them  confine  themselves  e 
ends.     I  mean  to  let  Hall  have 
or  have  any  one  do  it  on  his  ace 
let  them  lie  year  after  year  and 
this  to  be  attended  to  before  the  sno 

Elikabethtown,  Feb.  8,  1852. 
Dear  Hesby,  —  Mr.  Judd  is  wanting  to  buy  a  large  quantity  of 
oats,  for  which  he  is  now  paying  one  cent  per  pound,  cash.  He  also 
wants  to  buy  a  supply  for  his  teams  that  carry  the  mail  to  Saranac, 
for  the  next  season.  He  says  oats  that  have  rye  mixed  with  them 
will  be  worth  as  much  by  the  pound  for  his  own  te^s  as  those 
which  have  none.  Thinking  it  might  be  of  advantage  to  you  to 
know  of  this,  and  perhaps  to  see  him,  1  concluded  to  send  you  a  lino 
at  any  rate. 

Affectionately  yours, 

John  Brown. 
To  his  Wife. 

Utica,  N.  Y.,  Deci.  27,  1B52. 
...  I  seem  to  be  pretty  much  over  the  effects  of  the  ague,  except 
as  to  my  sight,  which  is  some  impaired,  and  which  will  not  probably 
ever  become  much  better.  I  mailc  a  short  visit  to  North  Elba,  aud 
left  them  all  well  aud  very  comfrtrlable,  one  week  ago  to-day.  .  .  . 
The  colored  families  appear  to  be  doing  well,  and  to  feel  encouraged. 
1  Oue  of  his  colored  neighbors  at  North  Elln. 
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They  kU  tend  moeh  love  to  70a.  Thej  have  constant  preaobing  on 
the  Saltbath ;  and  iutelligenee,  morality,  and  religion  appear  to  be 
all  on  the  advance.  Our  old  neighburB  appear  to  wish  ob  b&ck.  I 
oan  give  no  particular  instructiuiiB  to  the  boys,  except  to  take  the 
beat  care  of  everything,  —  not  forgetting  their  own  present  and  eter-  , 
nal  gouit.  If  an;  young  calves  come  that  are  nice  ones,  t  want  theof 
to  be  well  looked  after,  and  if  any  very  mean  ones,  I  would  have  them 
killed  at  once.  I  am  much  pleased  to  get  such  a  good  accuunt  from 
tiie  boye,  and  from  Anne  and  Sarah. 

To  Henry  and  Ruth  Thompson. 

AxBOH,  April  fl,  1S58. 
I  have  thoDght  a  good  deal  how  to  arrange  as  well  ae  possible  In 
regard  to  a  home,  should  I  live  to  go  back  to  North  Elba.  I  am  a 
good  deal  at  a  loaa  how  to  divide  the  land  so  as  to  accommodate  both 
fitmilies  in  the  best  way  ;  and  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  that 
matter,  as  you  may  perhapa  be  able  to  think  of  eome  way  that  will 
exactly  suit  all  hands.  I  would  bo  glaJ  if  Hear;  will  send  me  his 
views  freely  in  regard  to  the  following  questions,  namely :  Are  yon 
fond  of  the  busineea  or  care  of  a  sawmill  1  Are  there  any  springs  on 
that  part  of  the  lot  lying  east  of  the  river,  so  situated  as  to  accommo- 
date a  family  on  that  side  ;  or  do  you  think  there  is  a  prospect  of 
getting  a  good  well  where  the  strip  is  of  some  width,  and  the  face 
euoh  as  would  be  convenient  to  build  on  T  Would  yon  divide  the 
land  by  the  river,  or  by  a  line  running  east  and  weetT  Will  it  he 
any  damage  to  you  if  you  defer  building  your  house  until  we  can  hit 
on  Kita«  plan  of  dividing  the  hind,  or  at  least  for  another  year  T  If  I 
was  sure  of  going  hack  next  spring  I  should  want  to  get  some  logs 
p^led  fat  a  house,  as  I  expect  to  be  quite  satisfied  with  a  log-house 
for  the  rest  of  my  days.  Perhaps  by  looking  over  the  land  a  little 
with  a  view  to  these  things,  you  can  drvise  a  plan  that  will  suit  well. 
I  do  not  mean  to  be  hard  to  please  ;  but  such  is  the  situation  i>f  the 
lot,  and  BO  limited  are  my  means,  that  1  am  quite  at  n  loss.  Will  it 
be  oonveuient  to  have  the  ground  that  is  goue  over  on  the  east  side 
of  the  river  gut  into  grass  this  season  t  .  .  .  I  can  think  of  but  little 
to  write  that  will  be  worth  reading.  Wishing  you  all  present  and 
ftitnre  good,  I  remiain. 

Tour  affectionate  father, 

John  Bkowm. 

Akron,  Ohio,  June  SO,  1858. 
Dear  Children,  —  Your  very  welcome  letters  were  received  last 
night.     In  regard  to  a  house,  I  did  not  prefer  a  log  one,  only  in  view 
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of  the  expense  ;  uij<l  I  would  wish  Heiiiy  to  ad  itctKirtliug  U>  hia  own 
best  juilgtneDt  iu  regard  to  it-  If  he  builds  a  better  house  than  I  can 
pay  fur,  we  must  so  divide  the  land  as  to  have  him  koci[i  it.  I  wuuM 
like  to  have  a  hiiusu  lo  ^'n  into  next  epring,  if  it  ran  be  brought  about 
cotnfortitbly.  I  ought  tu  have  expressed  it  mure  dUtinctly  iu  better 
'season,  but  forgni  to  ilii  vo.  We  ore  in  comfortable  health,  ao  far  ns 
I  know,  except  f,ithi?r,  JitauD,  and  Ellen,  all  of  whom  have  had  a  nin 

of  ague.     Father,  wliou  I '■-—  '— "   -vas  very  feeble;  and  I  fear 

that  ill  conse<|in'ucc!  of  liis  will  never  get  strong  again. 

It  is  su'mo  days  siuci.'  I  ivei  We  are  not  through  shuep- 

shearing  or  hoeiug,  and  oui  ig  lo  be  cut  now.     We  have 

lately  had  very  dry  wcalhi  much  rejoiced  at  the  news 

(if  a  religious  kiud  in  RutL  iruold  be  Btlll  more  rejoiced 

to  Icaru  that  all  the  rocIs  ^  !?hristiau  name  would  havo 

no  more  to  do  witli  lliat  mi  iminationa,  —  mau -stealing. 

I  hojie,  unfit  aud  univiirih  10  allriwod  a  membersliip  iu 

your  lillle  rhurch  befi.TL'  loi  '  Clod  to  claim  it  11s  his  own, 

and  tliat  he  will  most  abundantly  uiess  all  in  your  place  who  love  him 
in  truth.  "  If  any  man  love  not  his  brother  whom  he  hath  seen,  how 
can  ho  love  God  wliom  he  hath  ttot  seen  T  "  I  feel  but  little  force 
about  me  for  writing  or  any  kind  of  business,  but  will  try  to  write 
you  more  before  long.  Our  State  fair  commences  at  Dayton  the  20th 
of  September,  and  will  be  held  open  four  days. 

Yonr  affectionate  father, 

John  Brown. 

Akhos,  April  14,  185J. 
Dear  Children,  —  I  did  not  get  Ruth's  letter,  dated  on  the  1st 
instant,  until  the  12th,  but  was  very  glad  to  hear  from  yon  then,  and 
to  Icnrn  that  you  found  things  as  well  as  you  did.  In  fact,  God 
never  leaves  us  without  the  most  abundant  cause  for  gratitude ;  and 
let  us  try  and  liave  it  in  habitual  exercise.  We  have  had  some  com- 
plaints among  several  of  us  uf  late,  but  none  of  us  have  been  very 
unwell.  Wc  had  a  most  comfortable  settlement  of  last  year's  busi- 
ness with  Mr.  Perkins,  and  division  of  stork.  I  had  nine  of  the 
company  calves,  and  he  sold  mo  four  of  the  old  for  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, which  1  used  to  havo.  I  have  two  young  bull  calves,  ■ — ^ono  a 
full  blood,  —  which  I  think  among  the  best  1  ever  saw, 

Akron,  Not.  2,  1S54. 
Dear  ("niLDRES,  —  I  feel  still  pretty  much  determined  to  go  back 
to  North  Elba ;  hut  expect  Owen  and  Frederick  will  set  out  for  Kan- 
sas on  Monday  next,  with  cattle  belonging  to  John,  Jason,  and  them- 
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■elves,  intending  to  winter  somewhere  in  lUinoia.  I  expect  to  set 
ont  for  Albany  to-morrow,  and  for  Connecticut  after  the  8th.  I  mean 
to  go  and  Bee  you  beftire  I  return,  if  my  money  fur  expenitea  will  hold 
out.  Money  i«  extremely  acarce,  and  I  have  been  some  disappointed, 
so  that  I  do  not  now  know  as  I  shall  be  able  to  go  and  eoe  you  at 
this  time.  Nothing  but  the  want  of  means  will  prevent  me,  if  life 
and  health  are  continued.  Gerrit  Smith  wishes  me  to  go  back  to 
North  Elba;  from  Duuglasa  and  Dr.  McCune  Smith  I  have  not  yet 
heard.  I  shipped  you  a  cask  of  pork  containing  347  pounds  clear 
pork,  on  the  19th,  directed  to  Henry  Thompson,  North  Elba,  Essex 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  oare  C.  B.  Hatch  Ac  Son,  Weatport.  We  aro  all  in 
nsual  health. 

Your  affectionate  father, 

John  Browm. 

This  letter  was  preliminary  to  Brown's  first  expedition  to 
Kansas  in  1856,  in  defence  of  the  free  settlers  there,  par- 
ticnlarly  his  own  sons. 

While  he  was  preparing  for  the  further  defence  of  Kansas 
in  1857-58,  and  for  his  attack  on  slavery  elsewhere,  he 
did  not  by  any  means  forget  or  neglect  the  family  at  Korth 
Elba,  but  busted  himself  in  securing  for  them  an  addition 
to  the  two  farms  in  the  wilderness  on  which  his  wife  and 
married  daughter,  Mrs.  Thompson,  were  living.  Several  of 
his  Massachusetts  friends,  chief  among  whom  were  Mr. 
George  L.  Stearns  ajid  Mr.  Amos  A.  Lawrence,  raised  a 
fiubecription  of  one  thousand  dollars  to  purchase  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land  for  division  in  equal  portions 
between  these  farms.  Mr.  Steams  contributed  $260  to  this 
fund,  and  Mr.  Lawrence  $310,  —  these  two  gentlemen  hav- 
ing made  up  the  sum  by  which  the  original  subscription  fell 
short  of  one  thousand  dollars.  The  connection  of  Mr.  Law- 
rence with  this  transaction,  and  his  personal  acquaintance 
with  Brown  in  1867,*  were  afterwards  held  to  imply  that  he 

'  At  this  time  neither  Gerrit  Smith  nor  Mr.  Slmms  nnr  myself  had  any 
knonledge  of  Bro»n'i  ichenie  for  a  campaign  in_Vir^iiia.  The  subscrip- 
tion paper  was  an  followa  :  — - 

"  Tbe  family  ot  Captain  John  Brown,  of  Oasawatoinip,  have  no  mmns  of 
•npport,  owing  to  the  oppresaion  to  wbirh  he  has  been  subjectEHi  in  Kansas 
Territory.  It  i&propoiied  to  put  them  (his  wife  and  five  cliildn:n)  in  pos- 
Muion  of  the  meana  of  Bnpportitig  thcmselvea,  so  far  aa  ia  posaible  for  per- 
Mus  in  tluir  litnation.    The  underaigneil,  theiefore,  will  pay  the  following 
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had  some  knowledge  of  Brown's  Virginia  plans,  which  was 
not  the  caae.  Thp  suliscription  thus  raised  was  expended 
in  completing'  the  purchase  of  the  tract  in  question,  origi- 
nally sold  by  Genit  Smith  to  the  brothers  of  Henry  Thomp- 
son (Brown's  son-in-law),  but  which  had  not  been  wholly 
paid  for,  Ie.  August,  1857,  as  the  agent  of  Messve.  Steai'us 
and  Lawrence,  I  Tisitetl  "  "  ""  ixamined  the  land,  paid 
the  Thompsons  their  sti  for  improvements,  aud 

to  Mr.  Smith  the  rema  purchase  money,  took 

the  necessary  deeds,  am  I  the  property  to  Mrs, 

Brown  and  Mrs.  Thompi  g  to  the  terms  arranged 

by  Captain  Erowu  in  th  spring.    I  have  before 

me  as  I  write  the  penc  ium,  in  Gemt  Smith's 

nima,  provided  one  thoii»inil  In  niioisl.     With  Ihia  ^uni  a 

small  fann  can  uow  be  purchiuea  m  ine  neighborhood  of  their  Ikte  red- 
deoce  in  Essex  Comity,  New  York. 
Haj-,  '51.    Paid.    WillUm  R.  Lawrence,  Fifty  dnllare. 

1   one  Jiundred  doUara. 
Paid.    Araqa  A.  Lawrence,       ^  <"<>'^- 
J  »:i35 

!  Fitly  doHara, 
MaSmore 
gaSfi 
Paid.    John  E.  Lodj.'e,  Iwenly-flve  dollar*. 
Paid.    J.  Carter  Brawn  [br  A.  A.  L.],  one  hundred  dollara. 
Paid.    J.  M.  S.  Williams,  fifty  dollare. 
Paid.    John  Bertram  [by  M.  S.  W.],  eeventy-five  doltan. 
Paid.     W.  D.  Pichman,  fifty  dolla™. 
Paid.    R  P.  Waters  [hv  W.  D.  P.],  ten  dolUrs. 
Paid.     S.  E.  Penbodv,  len  dollars. 
Paid.    John  H.  Sibbee,  (endollare. 
Paid.     B.  Silsl>ee,  Ave  dollari. 
Paid.    Casii,  Icti  dullan. 
Paid.     Wendell  Phillip.,  (wenty-five  dollar*. 
Paid.     W,  J.  Kntch,  ten  dollun-. 

Paid.     Gcorga  L.  Stearns,  two  hnndred  and  thirty-five  dollars. 
Paid,    A.  A.  Lawrence,  two  hundred  and  Ihirty-five  dollars. 
One  thousand  dollars  in  all.     July  27,  1857. 

Boston,  Nov.  5,  18S7.  John  Bertram's  subscription  being  S75,  instead 
of  $25,  as  I  supixised,  I  have  returned  to  Amos  A.  Lawrence  twenty-live 
dollars,  making  liis  whole  subscription,  $310  ;  my  subscription,  (260  ;  all 
otheta,  $130,  —  total,  $1000. 

(8i}{iied)  Geobqe  L.  Steabnb." 
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familiar  handwriting,  shoving  tkis  transaction.     Heie  it 

is:  — 

Draft  of  F.  B.  8 |1000 

Dm  Tbompaoiu tS?^ 

Due  me  on  oots lll.SS 

"    ■■  on  1»ik1 288.8B      S74.66 


This  eum  ($26.46)  I  handed  to  Mrs.  Brown  at  North  Elba, 
Aug.  13, 1867. 
A  few  days  later  I  reported  to  Mr.  Stearns  as  follows :  — 

"I  wrote  pu  from  Buflalo,  I  think,  telliug  you  of  the  settling  of 
the  buaiaees  uf  Captain  Browu  with  Mr.  Smith ;  since  when  I  have 
been  in  North  Elba,  and  passed  a  night  under  his  roof.  There  I 
fonnd  Hre.  Brown,  a  tall,  hrge  woman,  fit  to  be  the  mother  of  heroes, 
as  she  is.  Her  &mily  are  her  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  one  of 
them  a  child  of  three  years.  One  of  the  sous  has  been  in  Kansas ; 
the  other  wss  to  go  with  hia  bther  this  summer,  but  1  think  his  mar- 
riage, which  tuok  place  in  April,  may  have  prevented  it.  Owen  is 
now  with  his  &ther,  and  both,  I  suppose,  are  in  Kansas,  fur  on  the 
17th  of  Joly  they  were  beyond  Iowa  City  with  their  teams.  I  shall 
bave  much  to  t«U  you  about  this  visit.  The  subscription  could  not 
have  been  better  bestowed,  and  the  small  balance,  whiob  I  paid  Mrs. 
Bniwn,  came  very  opportunely." 

I  had  previously  written  to  Btown,  August  14,  from  Ao 
Sable  Forks,  to  which  he  replied  from  Tabor,  in  Iowa,  Aug. 
27, 1867,  as  follows :  — 

Hr  DEAR  PuzND,  —  YoDf  most  welcome  letter  of  the  14th  inst., 
from  Au  Sable  Forks,  is  received.  I  cannot  express  the  gratitude  I 
feel  to  all  the  bind  friends  who  contributed  towards  paying  for  the 
place  at  North  Elba,  after  I  had  bought  it,  as  I  am  thereby  relieved 
from  a  very  great  embarrassinent  both  with  Mr.  Smith  and  the  youug 
Thompsons,  and  also  comforted  with  the  feeling  that  my  noble-hearted 
wife  and  daughters  will  not  be  driven  either  to  beg  or  become  a  bur- 
den to  my  pour  boys,  who  have  nothing  but  their  hands  to  begin  with. 
I  am  under  special  obligation  to  yon  for  going  to  look  after  them  and 
dieer  them  in  their  homely  condition.  May  God  rewnrd  you  all  a 
thoosandfoldt  No  language  1  have  can  express  the  satisfaetion  it 
>ft>rds  me  to  feel  that  I  have  fnends  who  will  take  the  trouble  U>  look 
after  them  and  know  the  real  condition  of  my  family,  while  I  am  "  fer 
awaj,"  perh^M  never  (u  return.    I  am  still  waiting  here  for  cowtpaitjf, 
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additional  Uams,  and  means  o/paj/infi  tjipeiuM,  or  w  bouw  iliat  I  can 
uiHke  a  ditergion  in  fnvnr  of  imr  friends,  in  Mse  they  are  involved 
ajpdn  in  trouble.  Colniii;!  Porbea  baa  oouie  on  and  has  a  email 
schuul  at  Tabor.  I  urutp  you  some  days  ago,  fCiving  a  few  parlicu- 
lare  in  regiird  to  our  inovemenlsi  and  I  intend  writing  my  fnruA 
Stcanie,  as  srioti  ns  I  Ijiivn  auytbiog  t<i  tell  hiin  that  is  worth  a 
stamp.  Pleaao  h.-iy  in  liiin,  if""  "™.»rf-j  i  j^  „o(  ^^^  i„^,  ^^^^  ^ 
aptculation  as  shall  ^\\-M<,n  wny  I  have  1>wd  furaisbwl 

with,  1  iutend  to  lici^p  il  al  he  inny  be  romuniTBled  in 

the  end ;  but  that  I  am  wlui  aUut  it  ns  yet,  and  thnt  I 

canuDt  flatter  him  much  uo  i;t  where  lo  write  me  when 

I  know  how  to  du  so. 

Uy  yuar  fripnd, 

N.  H. 

"  N.  H."  stands  for  "  J  ^ins,"  one  of  the  names 

by  which  Brown  was  known  to  his  friends  when  in  an 
enemy's  couutiy.  Soon  afterwards  he  did  write  to  Mr. 
Stearns :  "  1  have  learned  with  gratitude  what  has  been  done 
to  render  my  wife  and  childreu  more  comfortable.  May 
God  himself  be  the  everlasting  portion  of  all  the  contri- 
butors !  This  generous  act  has  lifted  a  lieavy  load  from 
my  heart." 

John  Brown  had  returned  to  North  Elba  in  April,  1857, 
after  tsvo  years' absence ;  and  it  was  on  this  visit  that  he 
carried  with  him  the  old  tombstone  of  his  grandfather,  Cap- 
tain John  Brown,  the  Revolutionary  soldier,  from  the  burial 
place  of  his  family  in  Canton,  Conn.  He  caused  the  name 
of  his  son  Frederick,  who  fell  in  Kansas,  to  be  carved  on 
this  stone,  with  the  date  of  his  death,  and  placed  it  where 
he  desired  his  own  grave  to  be,  —  beside  a  huge  rock  on  the 
hillside  where  his  house  stands, — giving  directions  that  his 
own  name  and  tlie  date  of  his  death  should  be  inscribed  there 
too,  when  he  should  fall,  as  he  expected,  in  the  conflict  with 
slavery.  That  stone  now  marks  his  grave,  and  tells  a  story 
which  more  costlj'  monuments  and  longer  inscriptions  could 
not  so  well  declare.  Beside  him  are  buried,  after  a  stntnge 
separation  of  many  years,  the  bones  of  his  son  Watson, 
over  which  funeral  services  were  performed  on  this  hillside 
in  October,  1882,  in  the  presence  of  his  mother,  his  wife, 
his  two  eldest  brothers,  and  his  sister  Ruth.    The  wander- 
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ings  of  the  father  and  the  son  liave  ceased,  and  they  rest 
together  in  this  mouDtaia-home  of  their  affections,  —  these 
pioneers  of  Liberty,  their  long  march  ended  at  last.' 

>  Thii  pioneer  iuatinct  of  the  fonijly  has  led  the  sona  of  Joha  Brom  into 
many  a  new  country,  eitlier  for  exjilaratioD  or  for  settlrjnent.  All  of  thent 
at  one  time  or  another  tried  their  fortune  in  K^'ufl" ;  the  youngest  aurviv- 
ing  WD,  after  the  Civil  Wnr  was  decided,  journeyed  witli  his  mother  aad 
aijten  across  the  great  plains  to  Califoruta,  where  he  is  a  sheep-farmer  on 
the  ranges  of  Humboldt  Uounty.  Others  of  the  family  have  Biui»  ^ne  to 
Southern  California ;  while  the  two  eldest  sous  established  themselvea 
among  the  Grat  on  one  of  the  uharuiing  vineyard  islands  of  Lake  lijie. 
The  oldest  sou,  in  187f>,  while  expluriug  the  region  about  the  Black  Hills, 
encountered  Indiana  on  the  journey,  who  made  some  threats  of  attacking 
"men  with  bats"  if  the  Diiited  States  should  try  to  remove  them  from 
their  hunting-grounda  as  liad  been  propoaed ;  but  they  were  friendly  to  the 
exploring  party,  and  being  told  that  this  was  the  sou  of  <l'aptaiu  Brown, 
of  Harper's  Ferry,  of  whom,  though  wild  Indians,  they  had  heurd  the  story, 
tbey  testihed  much  res|iect  fur  the  son  «f  such  a  brave.  The  whole  Bruwo 
&mily  now  live  widely  separated,  and  all  are  far  away  from  their  father's 
gniTe  among  the  Adirondac  Mouutains.  Uuth,  the  oldest  daughter,  with 
her  hosbuid  Henry  Thompson,  is  living  with  her  children  alid  grand- 
children  at  Pasadena,  ChL  ;  Anne  has  long  been  married,  and  has  a  fam- 
ily of  children  ;  Salmon  has  seven  or  eight  children  ;  John,  the  eldest 
brother,  has  two  children,  —  so  that  the  graudijhildren  of  Captain  Brown 
already  number  about  twenty.  There  is  no  danger  of  that  family  becoming 
extinct,  even  though  it  lost  so  many  members  in  the  war  with  slavery. 
Il0T,aTS  the  Browns  likely  to  become  enervated  by  too  much  contact  with 
Inxnry  and  the  lifs  of  cities,  for  the;  follow  the  romantic  impulse  of  their 
tether,  and  of  Daniel  Boone,  and  keep  on  the  advancing  edge  of  civilization, 
—  irheieof  they  ate  pioneers,  in  mote  senses  than  one. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

PREPARATK  E  CONFLICT. 

A  LL  this  unwearied  'ohn  Brown  in  pioDeer 

■**■     life,  in  the  purai  ,  in  the  establishment 

of  his  children,  in  the  acquaintance,  and  the 

_   maintenance   uf  his   fa'  ut   preparatory,  in  his 

I   thought  and  in  fact,  to  ued  and  chosen  task  of 

his  life,  —  the  overlhinw n  slavery.     During  the 

Engliijb  war  of  1812  he  began  to  reflect,  he  says,  "  on  the 
wretclied,  liopeless  condition  of  fatherless  and  motherless 
slave  children,  sometimes  raising  the  question, '  la  God  their 
Father  ? '  When  this  was  answered  in  the  Old  Testament 
way,  the  boy  in  hie  teens  declared  and  swore  'eternal  war 
with  slavery.'"  He  did  not  hasten  forward  towards  the 
achievement  of  what  he  had  undertaken,  until  tlie  fulness 
of  time  had  come,  and  he  had  furnished  himself  with  such 
military  and  general  knowledge  as  he  deemed  requisite. 
He  kept  it  steadily  before  him  for  forty  years,  educated 
himself  and  his  children  for  it,  and  made  it  as  much  a  part 
of  his  household  discipline  as  were  his  prayers  at  morning 
and  evening.  Emerson,  indeed,  in  his  speech  at  Salem  in 
185!*,  a  month  before  Brown's  death,  fixes  a  much  earlier 
date  as  the  beginning  of  his  enterprise  against  slavery  in 
Virginia.  "  It  was  not  a  piece  of  spite  or  revenge,  —  a  plot 
of  two  years  or  of  twenty  years,  —  but  the  keeping  of  an 
oath  made  to  heaven  and  earth  forty-seven  years  before. 
Forty-seven  years  at  least,  —  thongh  I  incline  to  accept  his 
own  account  of  the  matter  at  Charlcstown,  which  makes 
the  date  a  little  older,  when  he  said,  'This  w.as  all  settled 
millions  of  years  before  the  world  was  made.' "  Mrs.  Brown 
told  me  in  1860  that  she  had  known  his  de.sign  and  been 
pledged  to  aid  it  for  more  than  twenty  years;  and  John 
Brown  himself  had  said  in  1857,  early  in  my  acquaintance 
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with  him,  "  I  always  told  her  that  when  the  time  came  to 
fight  against  slavi-ry,  that  coniiict  wnutd  be  the  signal  for  j 
our  separation.      She  made  up  her  mind  to  have  me  go  long 
before  this ;  and  when  I  did  go,  she  got  ready  bandages  and 
medicine  for  the  wounded." 

"  For  twenty  years,"  he  told  Richard  Hinton  in  1858,  ' 
}iave  never  made  any  business  arrangemeut  which  would  I 
ijirevent  lue  at  any  time  answering  the  call  of  the  Lord.     I  I 
!tave  kept  my  affairs  in  auch  condition  that  in  two  weeks   ] 
1  could  wind  them  up  and  be  ready  to  obey  that  call ;  per- 
mitting nothing  to  staud  in  the  way  of  duty,  —  neither  wife, 
children,  nor  worldly  goods.      Whenever  the  time  should 
'come,  I  was  ready ;  that  hour  is  very  near  at  hand,  and  all 
who  are  willing  to  aei  should  be  ready." 

In  1820,  at  the  time  of  the  Missouri  Compromise,  when 
]uB  hostility  to  slavery  took  definite  shayie. ;  in  1837,  when  he 
formed  his  plans  for  attacking  slavery  by  force;  and  even  I 
'in  18.W,  when  he  had  organized  an  armed  band  to  carry  tliem 
—  his  scheme  would  have  seemed  mere  madness  to  most 
persons.  But  Brown  had  the  spirit  of  his  ancestors,  the  Pil- 
a  Fathers ;  he  entered  upon  his  perilous  undertaking  with 
deliberate  resolution,  after  considering  what  was  to  be  said  for 
tnd  gainst  it,  as  did  the  Pilgrims  before  they  set  forth  from 
Bolland  to  colonize  America.  William  Bratlford,  their  brav- 
i^t  leader  and  their  historian,  has  recorded  the  arguments 
ior  attempting  the  voyage  to  America  in  words  which  will 
Jtpply,  with  very  little  change,  to  the  adventure  undertaken 
wo  centuries  and  a  half  later  by  Peter  Brown's  stalwart 
Hesceodant,  the  last  of  the  Puritans. 

"  It  was  answcreil,"  eajs  Dradrnril  in  his  History,  "  that  tdl  grriit 

id  honuurolik  nrtioos  are  afcoinpmiied  ttith  great  diJBeiiltiee,  and 

lUSt  be  both  enterprised  and  overoome  with  snawerable  cnumges.    It    , 

gronlcil  the  duDgora  were  grealt  but  nut  deepemte ;  the  diRirullicB 

many,  but  uot  invincible.    For  Ihuugh  there  were  mnuie  of  them 

lely.  ;el  tlipy  were  not  crrtJiin.     It  might  be  Bundrie  uf  the  things 

light  Dpver  befull;  others,  by  provident  care  and  the  aso  of 

pienns,  might  iu  a  great  ineMure  lie  prfrented  ;  unii  all  of  them, 

ighlheJielpofGod,  by  fortUude  and  pntienct,  miff ht  either  lie  borne 

Ttw  it  waa  that  sunh  altpw|il8  were  nol  to  Ixi  mule  and 

icn  without  good  ground  and  reawiQ ;  iiLit.ruliljr  or  lightly  a 
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man;  have  done  for  curiosity  or  hupo  of  gaine,  etc. 
9  Dot  ordiuttrie;  their  eadu  were  gcxxl  and 


It  thotr  enndi- 

iiirubU' ;  their 

lUing  lawfull  and  urg^ioie ;   and  thorufoiij  they  uiight  cxprciv  the 

hlessiag  or  GimI  iu  tlieir  prtK^eding.     Yen,  thoitgh  then  should  ioow 

Ihfir  Uveg  in  lhi»  action,  yel  might  lliey  have  comfurte  id  the  a 

anil  I'ndoavora  would  be  tiunuuruble." 

The  world  now  sees  how  honorable  the  endeavors  of  Brad- 
forJ,  Standish,  and  Johu  Brown  were,  and  wliat  momentous 
results  have  (oUowed.  "  Christ  died  on  the  tree,"  said  Car- 
lyle  to  Emerson  at  Craigenputtock  iu  August,  1833 :  "  that 
built  Duuscone  kirk  yonder  ;  that  brought  you  and  me  to- 
gether." The  sequence  of  events  in  John  Brown's  case  waa 
the  same,  and  far  more  important,  —  since  from  the  cruci- 
fixion at  Jerusalem  a  light  sprang  forth  that  waa  reflected 
back  without  ohstruction  from  the  ugly  gallows  of  Virginia. 
John  Brown  took  up  his  cross  and  followed  his  Lord  ;  and 
it  waa  enough  for  this  servant  that  he  was  as  his  Master. 

Even  from  the  statesman's  point  of  view  the  enterprise 
"waa  glorious,  as  the  event  has  proved,  John  Quincy  Adams 
was  a  statesman  sufRfieutly  prudent;  yet  when  the  Mis- 
souri Compromise  was  undpr  fierce  debate  in  Congress  (Mr. 
Adams  being  then  Secretary  of  State,  and  Mr.  Calhoun 
Secretary  of  War,  to  James  Monroe)  he  made  this  entry  in 
his  journal :  — 

"  Feb.  24.  1820.  I  had  aoine  rnnvprsati'in  with  CslhouTi  on  the 
slave -qnt^liou  pending  in  Cimgreas.  He  wiH  he  did  not  think  it 
would  produee  a  diflsolution  of  the  Union,  but  if  it  should,  the  South 
would  be  r<im|>cllDd  to  fonn  an  alliitnce,  offensive  and  deferuive,  with 
Qreat  Britiiin.  I  aaid  that  wonld  ho  returning  tu  the  onlonial  stale. 
He  aaid, '  Yes,  pretty  mnoh  ;  btit  it  would  be  forced  upon  ihem.' .  .  . 
I  pressed  the  eonversatiofi  no  further.  Bill  if  the  diwnlution  of  the 
Union  nhould  resull  IKitn  the  slave- question,  it  is  as  obvious  as  any- 
thing that  can  be  foreseen  of  fnturity.  ttiat  »(  must  Khorlly  ofifmardx 
he  fiiHoieed  by  the  unirfnai  fmandpation  nf  the  nlaves ;  .  .  -  the 
destructive  progress  of  cmnnci[iation,  which,  like  nil  great  religiiina 
and  political  reformalionei.  is  terriblf  in  itn  tfwniu,  ihftuijh  hnppy  and 
glorioun  in  itg  end.  Slnvory  is  ihe  grent  and  foul  fitain  upon  the 
North  Ainerii'Hn  Union,  nnd  it  in  a  eonteinplntion  worthy  of  the  most 
exnUisl  wiul  whether  its  total  abolitirm  i.s  or  is  not  priioticHhh> ;  if 
pmctienble,  hy  what  raeane  it  may  be  o&cted,  and  if  a  eboioe  of 
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means  be  williJD  the  scope  uf  the  object,  what  means  wiioldnucouiplish 
it  lit  the  smallest  cost  (if  liuuiau  Buffi'miK^e  f      A  dissoluUon,  at  Uait 
temporary,  of  the  Dnion  an  nutc  cvnsMulcd  tcoald  be  mcfssary  ;  and 
the  ditnoiulion  must  bf  upon  a  point  invotvini/  the  quation  of  slac-  — 
,    «ry,  and  no  t>t1\er.      The  Unioti  might  then  be  reorganited  o 
/undamtHtat  prindplt  of  emancipation.     TL'is  object  is  TBSt 
cuiupnss,  Birful  iu  iu  pnie^oct?,  Babliiiie  ntul  bpauLiful  in  its 
A  life  dt'voiijd  lo  it  would  be  nobly  spent  or  aacrifiueil." 

Sucli  a  life  was  that  of  John  Brown,     He  entered  upon  il 

when  as  a.  boy,  "during  the  war  with  England,"  save 

I'  before  this  colloquy  of  Adaina  with  Calhoun,  he  saw  hisJ 

I  little  black  playmate  etaived  and  buaten,  and  with  boyisbJ 

'  ardor  "swore  eternal  war  with  slaTCty."    He  ended  it  U[)Oii^ 

the  gallows  in  Virginia,  and  mea  said  ho  "  died  as  a  fool 

dieth."     But  the  method  that  he  devisud  for  emaucijmticn 

was  that  which,  within  live  years  from  his  death,  the  nation 

adopted  and  carried  to  a  succesafiU  issue.    It  w^s  the  method 

of  force ;  and  it  proceeded  gradually,  aa  Bi-owu  had  foresees  J 

'  that  it  must,  from  State  to  State,  and  without  overthrowing* 

I  the  general  government.     There  was,  however,  what  Adam*  1 

I  had  predicted,  —  a  temporary  dissolution  of  the  Union,  fol-  f 

I  lowed  by  "  amendment  and  re])ea!,"  aa  Brown  desired ;  and  I 

I  then  by  that  which  Adams  and  Browii  hotli  had  longed  for,  —  I 

I  a  reorganization  of  the  Union  "  on  the  fundamental  question  M 

I  of  emancipation."    Thus,  again,  in  hnmaii  history,  as  so  many  1 

I  times  before,  did  the  divine  paradox  reassert  itself,  and  thai 

1  Btone  which  the  bnilders  rejected  became  the  head  of  tha  1 

I  corner.    Beside  the  Potomac,  where  tlie  founder  of  our  Re-  I 

f  public  lived  and  died,  crowned  with  honors,  it  wae  decreed! 

tliat  the  restorer  of  the  Kepublic  should  also  die  by  tho 
lliangroan's  hand.  The  work  that  Washington  and  Jeffer- 
Kaon  left  unfinished,  Brown  came  to  complete ;  and  Lincoln 
rwitb  his  proclamations,  Grant  and  Sherman  with  their 
lermieB,  did  litAe  more  than  follow  in  the  path  that  Brown 
I  bad  pointed  ouf.  "Of  all  the  men  who  were  said  to  be  my 
I  contemporaries,"  wrote  a  Concord  poet,  "it  seemed  to  me 
■that  John  Brown  was  tlie  only  one  who  had  not  died.  I 
■U^et  him  at  every  turn.  He  is  more  alive  than  ever  he  was  (  ■ 
[i«  is  no  longer  working  in  secret;  he  works  in  public,  and  I 
a  the  clearest  light  tliat  shines  ou  this  land." 
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This  was  Thoreau'a  verdict  in  1860.  before  the  great  Civil 
War  had  showii  the  world  what  Brown's  true  place  was  among 
the  Buccessful  champions  of  humanit;.  Fifteen  years  after 
Ilia  death,  when  the  American  Republic  had  regained  the 
uuiversal  freedom  of  men,  for  which  Jetferson  formulated 
its  cliarter  in  1776,  and  when  the  French  Republic  had  re- 
called Victor  Hugo  from  his  long  apd  honorable  exile,  that 
cuuiuianding  genius  of  his  century  thus  addressed  the  widow 
of  John  Brown ; '  — 

Madam,  —  Several  ycnra  Imvo  piie»e<l  sway  since  yonr  noble  hns- 
Iwud  roinpletcd  iho  sacrifice  of  a  lifu  cunsccmlcd  to  the  most  geueruua 
of  all  luinB.  The  gallows  on  whieh  lie  Buffered  called  forth  a  cry  of 
oniveraal  indignation,  which  was  the  Eignul  for  Eecuriug  the  einanci- 
paticm  of  a  race  till  then  Jislulieriicd.  Honor  be  to  him,  and  lo 
his  worthy  sone  who  were  asaociateil  with  him  in  his  endeavon ! 
To  the  blessing  wiih  whitli  the  present  ago  crowns  their  memwy 
Bliall  be  oddL-d  lUat  of  future  gencraliooa.      These  thougbta,  Madam, 


t  This  Irtler,  nritten  by  Hugo,  was  signed  also  Viy  the  other  inemT>«ra  of 
>  French  coDimittte  which  presenti'd  In  Mrb.  Brown  in  ISTl  ■  gold  medal 
in  honor  of  hrr  husband.  TV'ir  uunes  »ere  Louis  Blauc,  Victor  SchiBlclier, 
Vstrice  LaiTOque,  Engine  rdlatwi,  lli^lvil-Bloacourt,  L'apron,  Ch.  L.  Choo- 
UD.  Ktirnue  Arago,  Lauren t-1'iuhit,  and  L.  Oomca.  The  medal  itself  was 
niodelled  by  Wurdor,  of  Brussels,  bearing  on  one  aide  a  bearded  head  of 
Brown,  and  on  the  reverse  tbis  inscription  :  "To  the  memory  of  John 
Brown,  judicially  murdered  at  Charlrstown,  in  Virgiuis,  on  tlie  2d  at  De- 
G«nib>fr,  185S  ;  and  in  commenioratiaii  also  of  tiis  sons  and  comrades  who, 
with  him,  became  the  victims  of  their  devotion  to  the  cause  of  negro  eman- 
cipation." This  meilsl  (weighing  nearly  five  ouneee)  was  aent  to  Mrs. 
Brown  in  California  by  her  son  John,  who  received  it  from  Willinni  Lloyd 
Garriiton,  lo  whom  the  French  committee  gave  a  bronze  copy  of  the  medal. 
¥filh  the  following  letter  ;  — 

Paris,  Oct.  90.  U74. 

am,  —  We  liave  iKCli-ed.  tbreoEb  the  land!  or  II.  Victor  Scbcelrbu',  the  letter  \if 
*lili'h  the  Kn  ot  loin  Brown  lannmi  jon  that  tbe  Ihnillf  will  ncilve.  wllli  sU  due 
apliRclallon.  the  ROtd  rn&lnl  •trurk  Id  memory  ot  the  glortoua  dnatb  nf  hU  father  We 
lieg  Jim,  thertrfiTB,  to  Iw  klikd  euougb,  la  acf^rdnnea  wltb  ydur  geDerdo*  oA^r,  Ui  ebai^ 
fnurtelr  wtUi  ita  dalivetj  to  the  Brown  ftmily.  logather  with  Uie  letlar  tu  Kn.  Brown 
ummiiaDylag  It.  In  UMDklDg  ro°  *•"  four  ktod  InUrrpnltiin,  we  beg  jtau  lo  ac.Y|>t 
tbe  awinniuv  of  onr  bleb  ejitHia  ;  inil  alao  a  ciTpy  of  ' 
work  (withnut  ramunemtloii]  ot  •  arnpatblilDB  arti 
\}m  hniiH  of  l«)>Mn,  who  repreaeiil  th«  line  nf  ileal 
hm  eunlalninc  Che  gold  uindal  addreaHd  lo  tbe  wide 


In  lirnnK,  wblcb  la  tlia 


a  Luno4Dt,S«mta>7. 


Tbt  IlelegaU  CAn 
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niiist  assuredly  lend  greatly  to  alleviate  your  grent  som.w.  Bot  yoa  J 
have  sought  »  higher  conBolation  for  your  grief,  in  the  reHectiuu  Uiat  | 
bejimd  the  imperFeot  jufilicc  of  man  biIh  enihroued  that  Supreini 
Juatioo  which  Hill  leave  uo  good  notion  unrewarded  and  no  crime  J 
nnpuuiHhed.  We  bope,  also,  that  you  may  derive  some  comfort  from  i 
this  expression  of  our  sympathy,  as  cilUens  of  the  French  HepubUo,  I 
Wliirh  would  have  reached  you  earlier  but  for  the  prolougcd  and  cruel  1 
■utfiiringB  through  which  our  uufortunate  country  haa  been  forced  to 

Though  Brown  drew  this  applause  from  the  French 
Kepublicans  for  his  generous  martyrdom,  nothing  could  be 
further  from  the  Red  Republican  temper  and  from  French 
impiety  than  were  his  temper  and  devout  purpose.  He  waa 
a  Saxon  follower  of  the  French  Calvin  and  the  Mauritanian 
Augustine,  as  they  were  followers  of  the  Hebrew  Scriptures. 
John  Brown  was  a  Bible-worshipper,  if  ever  any  man  was. 
He  read  and  meditated  on  the  Bible  constantly  ;  in  his  will 
he  bequeathed  a  Bible  to  each  of  his  children  and  grand- 
children ;  and  he  wrote  to  his  family  a  few  days  before  his 
execution,  "  I  beseech  you  every  one  to  make  the  Bible  your 
daily  and  nightly  study."  Such  was  the  man  —  of  the  best 
Kew  England  blood,  of  the  stock  of  the  Plymouth  Pilgrims, 
Bud  bred  up  like  them  "  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of 
the  Lord"  —  who  was  selected  by  God,  and  knew  himself  to 
be  so  chosen,  to  overthrow  the  bulwark  of  oppression  in 
America.  Hia  prayers  and  meditations  from  childhood  had 
been  leading  him  towards  this  consecration  of  himself  to  a 
great  work,  and  he  had  no  dearer  purpose  in  life  than  to 
fulfil  the  mission.  He  seems  to  have  declared  s  definite 
plan  of  attacking  slavery  in  one  of  its  strongholds,  by  force, 
as  early  as  1839 ;  and  it  was  to  obtain  money  for  this  ent«r'^  / 
prise  that  he  engaged  in  laiid-sjieculations  and  wool-mer-  *i 
chandise  for  the  next  ten  or  twelve  years.  His  ventures 
failed ;  it  was  not  destined  that  he  should  grow  rich  and  be 
able  to  help  the  poor  from  hi.s  abundance;  and  he  accepted 
the  narrow  path  of  poverty.  While  tending  his  flocks  in 
Ohio,  with  his  sons  and  daughters  about  him,  he  first  ooto- 
municated  to  them  bis  purpose  of  attacking  slavery  in  arms. 
Prom  that  time  forward,  a  perioil  of  more  than  twenty  years, 
be  devoted  himself,  not  exclusively,  but  mainly,  to  the  un- 
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dertaking  in  whicli  he  sacrificed  hia  life.  He  looked  on  liis 
mercautile  connections,  op  bis  acquainlance  at  home  and  liis 
travels  abroad,  as  means  to  this  great  end ;  he  came  back 
from  Europe  i)Oor,  but  more  in  love  than  ever  with  Aiuer- 

-  icaii  democracy,  and  more  resolved  that  American  slavery 
should  be  destroyeii  In  his  campaign  against  it  be  did  not 
contemplate  iusurreetion,  but  pai-tisan  warfare,  —  at  first  on  a 
small  scale,  then  more  extensive  ;  yet  he  did  not  shrink  from 
the  extreme  consequences  of  his  theory.  A  man  of  peace 
for  more  than  fifty  years  of  his  life,  he  nevertheless  under- 
stood that  war  had  its  uses,  and  that  there  were  worse  evils 

\than  battles  for  a.  great  principle.  He  more  than  once  said 
10  me,  and  doubtless  to  others,  "  I  believe  in  the  Golden 
Hnle  and  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  I  think  they 
both  mean  the  same  thing;  and  it  is  better  that  a  whole 
generation  should  pass  ofE  the  face  of  the  earth,  —  men, 
women,  and  children,  —  by  a  violent  death,  than  that  one 
jot  of  either  should  fail  in  thU  country.  I  mean  exactly  «o, 
sir."  He  also  told  me  that  "  he  had  much  considered  the 
matter,  and  had  about  concluded  that  forcible  separation  of 
the  connection  between  master  and  slave  was  necessary  to 
fit  the  blacks  for  self-government."  First  a  soldier,  then  a 
citizen,  was  his  plan  with  the  liberated  slaves.  "When  they 
stand  like  men,  the  nation  will  respect  them,"  he  said ;  "  it 
is  necessary  to  teach  them  this."  He  looked  forward,  no 
doubt,  to  years  of  conflict,  in  which  the  blacks,  as  in  the  later 
years  of  the  Civil  War,  should  be  formed  into  regiments 
and  brigades  and  be  drilled  in  the  whole  art  of  war,  —  like 
the  black  soldiers  of  Toussaiut  L'Ouverture  and  Dessalines, 
in  Hayti.  But  in  his  more  inspired  moments  he  foresaw  a 
speedier  end  to  the  combat  which  he  began.  Once  he  said, 
"  A  few  men  in  the  right,  and  knowing  they  are  right,  cau 
overturn  a  mighty  king.  Fifty  men,  twenty  men,  in  the 
Aileghanies,  could  break  slavery  to  pieces  in  two  years." 

The  actual  attempt  of  Brown  in  Virginia  to  break  in 
pieces  this  national  idol  of  slavery  was  judged  as  mad, 
ness  by  liis  countrymen  at  the  moment,  and  even  now,  as 
we  look  back  on  it,  seems  devoid  of  the  elements  which 
would  make  success  possible.  But  with  God  all  things  are 
possible,  —  and  success  followed  the  noble  madness  of  his 
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asauult.  That  brief  compaigD,  with  its  immediate  fruetrar 
tion  and  its  ultimate  and  speedy  ti'iumpb,  ia  now  seen  to 
have  beuu  au  omen  of  the  divine  purpose.     It  has  aU'eady 

beoome  a  part  of  the  world's  history  and  literature, a  uefl 

chapter  added  to  the  record  of  heroism  and  self-devotion,  i 
new  incident  in  the  louy  romance  which  has  been  for  threafl 
hundred  years  the  history  of  Virginia.      It  was  little  to  thol 
honor  ot  Virginia  then  ;  but  so  heavy  has  been  the  penaltyj 
since  visited  ou  tliat  State  and  her  people,  that  we  may  omibl 
all  censure  upon  what  was  done.     God.lias  judged  between  W 
them  and  John  Brown ;  and  His  judgment,  as  always,  will  ba  1 
found  not  only  just  but  merciful,  since  it  has  removed  from 
a  brave  and  generous  people  the  curse  of  human  slavery, 
was  for  this  result,  and  this  alone,  that  Brown  plotted  and 
fought,  prayed  and  died ;  and  even  before  hia  death  he  saw 
that  his  prayers  would  be  answered. 

Although  John  Brown  would  have  justified  a  slave  insur- 
1  rection,  or  indeed  almost  any  means  of  destroying  slavery, 
»'  he  did  not  seek  to  incite  general  insurrection  among  the 
T  Southern  slaves.     The  venture  in  which  he  lost  his  life  was 
f  Mot  an  inaurrertion  in  any  sense  of  the  word,  but  au  invasion'^ 
I  or  foray,  similar  in  its  character  to  that  which  Garibaldi  was  I 
I  to  make  six  months  later  in  Sicily  for  the  overthrow  of  the  I 
I  infamous  Bourbon  tyranny  there.     The  Italian   hero  suo-J 
[  ceeded.  and  became  dictator  of  the  island  he  had  conqvieredj. 
I  the  American  hero  failed  for  the  moment,  and  was  put  to -I 
'   death.    But  his  soul  went  marching  ou;  and  millions  of  his  J 
countrymen  followed  in  his  footsteps  two  years  later,  to  ■ 
complete  the  campaign  in  which  Brown  had  led  the  forlorn  I 
hope.    As  usual,  the  forlorn  hojw  was  sacrificed,  but  by  theit  I 
\  death  the  final  victory  was  won. 

While  this  servant  and  jirophet  of  God  was  waiting  for 

I  the  accepted  time,  he  continued  those  efforts  in  behalf  of 

I  fugitive  slaves  which  beg:in  so  early.    Ho  was  speeially  ao- 

I  live  in  this  after  the  enactment  of  Senator  Mason's  Fugitive    , 

I  Slave  Bill  in  1850.  —  supported  as  it  was  by  Webster,  of   ■ 

Massachusetts,  and  Clay,  of  Kentucky.    Poor  black  men  were 

then  hunted  down  at  the  instigation  of  rich  white  men,  even 

in  Boston ;  and  the  c/inrts  of  Massachusetts  were  disgraced 

by  the  chains  of  Virginian  slavery.     Early  in  18fil,  while 
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BrowD  was  nominally  a  reaideot  of  the  Adirondac  woods, 
he  waa  at  liia  old  home  in  Springfield,  and  there  formed  an 
organization  among  the  colored  people,  many  of  whom  were 
refugees,  to  resist  the  capture  of  any  fugitive  slave,  no  mat- 
ter by  what  authority.  The  letter  of  instructions  given  by 
Brown  at  that  time  to  his  Springfield  "  Gileaditee,"  as  he 
called  them,  deserves  to  be  tited  here,  as  an  authentic  doou- 
inent  throwing  light  oil  the  character  and  purposes  of 
Hrown  at  tliat  time,  nearly  nine  years  before  his  campaign 
in  Virginia.    It  ia  somewhat  condensed  from  his  manuscript : 


WOKDS  OF   ADVICE. 

Braiuk  of  the  United  Stixia  Leagne  o]  GUmditcM.     AdopUd  Jan.  15,  1861, 

lU  writCea  and  rtfommciulrd  ftp  John  Broum. 

"rNIoS   IB   HTttCNOTB." 

Nothing  so  ehanna  the  Americnti  people  as  pereoniil  bravery, 
Wicuf-wt  the  Fuse  of  CinqncB,  of  everlafiting  meinory,  on  bourd  the 
"Amistad."  Thetrinlfor  life  ufon?  bold  and  to  gome  eii^Dteuccessful 
tnan,  fur  ilefeudiug  his  rights  in  good  i^ampsl,  would  amuse  inure  sym- 
p«thy  thnmghuul  ibt'  n.iliiin  than  the  accHinnlHted  wrouga  and  suffer- 
ingB  uf  mtirii  thau  thn-e  millions  uf  onr  RubniiNaivf^  mlared  pupulntion. 
We  new!  nnt  mention  the  Grepka  stniggliug  agiUnst  tlie  iippreMive 
Turkti,  the  Poles  nguust  Russia,  nor  the  Hungarians  ngainsi.  Anolria 
and  RuBsia  oumhinod,  to  prove  this.  So  jury  ran  be  found  in  the 
Northrm  StaUs  that  irouM  amritrl  a  man  for  ilrfrtidiitg  fcin  rig)il9  to 
tV  Iim(  extremity.  This  m  wrU  undertlood  hy  Southern  CongretsrKen, 
who  intuited  that  the  right  of  trial  by  jwry  should  not  he  grauUd  to 
the  fugitive.  Cdored  people  have  ten  lim«  the  number  of  fast 
friends  amoug  the  wbiies  tliaa  they  sii{ip(iBe,  and  would  have  ten 
limes  thu  numlwr  they  now  have  were  they  but  hnlf  as  much  in  ear- 
nest  to  soouiT  ihcir  dearest  rights  as  they  are  to  ape  the  follies  aoil 
pxiravagaiieee  of  their  «liiiii  npigfabore,  and  to  indulge  in  idle  show, 
in  ease,  and  in  luxury.  Jiiet  think  of  the  money  expended  by  indi- 
vidual* in  your  bf half  in  the  past  twenty  yenrs !  Think  of  ihe  num- 
lier  who  have  been  mobU'd  and  imprisnned  on  your  siwunt!  Have 
any  of  you  seen  the  Branded  Hand  t  Do  you  remember  the  names 
of  Lovqoy  and  Torrey  t 

Should  one  of  your  noniber  be  arrested,  you  must  cftlleol  tngethft 
ss  quickly  ns  put^ible,  m  us  lo  oulnnmber  your  adversaries  who  are 
lakina  nn  notivo  pan  ngainst  you.  Let  no  able-boilied  mnn  ap[icur 
on  the  gMund  nnequipped,  or  with  his  weiipons  ex|H>M;d  to  view  ; 
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let  that  be  andorstood  beforehand.  Your  pluas  must  be  kiiown  only 
to  yniirectf,  and  with  thu  undorsuiiiiliiig  tlut  all  trailtii's  must  die, 
wherever  cnuglit  uud  proven  tu  be  guilty.  "  Whusoever  is  feurfiil  or 
a&aid,  lot  h'l"  return  and  part  eurly  from  Muunt  Uileud"  (Judgi-a, 
vii.  3;  Deut.  xx.  8).  Give  all  cowurds  an  oppurluuity  to  ebuw  it  on 
oonditioa  of  holding  tht-ir  peace.  Do  not  4day  one  momeul  after  you 
are  rtady :  you  tnU  Iom  all  your  resolution  ifyov  do.  Let  the  first 
blow  be  the  signal  for  all  to  engage  ;  and  when  engaged  do  not  do  i 
j/our  work  by  halves,  but  make  clean  Kork  Kith  your  enemka,  —nnd 
be  eure  you  meddle  not  vrith  any  othere.  By  going  about  your  busi- 
oesB  quietly,  you  will  get  the  job  disposed  of  before  the  number  that 
Ml  oproar  would  bring  Ungether  can  collect ;  and  you  mil  have  the 
advauUige  of  those  who  come  out  Hguioat  you,  for  they  will  be  whcdly 
unpreiwred  with  either  equipmcDla  or  matured  pUna  ;  ell  with  them 
will  be  cwufusion  and  terror.  Your  enemies  will  be  riow  to  attack 
yoo  after  yon  have  done  up  the  work  nicely ;  and  if  they  ghoald,  they 
wiU  have  to  encounter  your  white  fricuda  as  well  as  you ;  for  you 
may  B.-Lrely  coloulata  on  a  division  of  the  whites,  and  may  by  that 
means  get  to  an  honorable  parley. 

Be  firm,  delenuiued,  and  cool',  hut  let  it  be  nnden<tood  that  yon 
are  not  to  be  driven  to  desperation  without  making  it  an  awful  dear 
job  to  others  as  well  as  to  you.    Give  them  to  know  distinctly  that 
those  who  live  in  wooden  housra  should  not  throw  fire,  and  thai  you 
arc  just  aa  able  to  suffer  as  your  white  neighliers.     After  tffecting  a 
rescue,  if  you  are  annniled,  go  into  the  houses  t)f'janr  riuint  i/ruminent 
—  and  influential  while  friends  uHth  your  teires;  and  that  ictH  effcetnaUy 
1ut«H  vjioin  them  the  suspicion  of  being  eonnectrd  teilh  you,  and  tPtO 
mpd  them  la  mate  a  common  cause  vrith  you,  Khelher  they  teouM 
B  fic<r  Mjj  to  their  profession  or  not.     This  mould  leave  them 
9  ehoiee  in  the  matter.     Hmnte  would  doubtless  prove  tbcintiel^ 
e  of  their  own  choice ;  others  would  flinch.    That  would  be  taking 
it  their  own  words.    Yon  may  make  a  lumnlt  in  the  court-room 
Bthere  a  trial'  is  going  on,  hy  boming  gunpowder  freely  in  papnr  puck- 
ages,  if  ynu  cannot  think  of  any  better  way  to  on^te  a  momentary 
alarm,  and  might  possibly  give  one  or  more  of  your  eDeinies  a  hoist. 
Bat  in  such  case  the  prisoner  will  need  to  take  the  hint  at  once,  and 
^^^eeiir  liimsolf;  and  so  should  liis  (Keiids  improve  the  opjHirtunity  ftir 
^^Wgeiiersl  rush, 

^^V  A  liiBsu  niiijht  posiiibly  be  applied  to  a  slave -cnlchtir  for  onco 

^Hrbh  good  effect.     Hold  <m  to  yonr  wcniims,  and  nerer  be  persURiIcd 

^Tfl  leave  them,  part  with  them,  or  have  lliem  far  away  fpi'in  you.    | 

Stand  by  one  another  and  by  your  friends,  vhile  a  drop  of  Mood  re- 

mainM  ;  OMd  be  hanged,  if  you  must,  but  t^l  no  tales  out  of  scAool. 

JfsbiK)  tonftssion. 
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UdioQ  ia  Btrength.  Without  some  well-cligested  amingemenis 
nolliiug  to  any  gixid  parpuse  is  likely  to  bo  dime,  let  ihe  demand  he 
uever  an  great.  Wiluesa  the  cbsc  of  Hniiilct  huiI  Lung  in  Ni>w  Ynrk, 
whun  there  woe  no  wcU-deSned  plan  uT  uporatione  or  suiuible  prepa- 
ration beforehand. 

Tbu  dvsired  end  may  be  efiectluiUy  eccnred  by  the  meaoa  pro- 
poMxl ;  namely,  the  CQJoyueat  of  uur  iiiiiJii>iiubIe  righu. 

AQREEMENT. 

As  citizeoB  of  the  United  States  of  America,  trasting  in  ft  just 
and  inerviful  Gud,  whose  spirit  and  all-puwerfal  old  we  humbly  im- 
plore^ w  wtU  ever  be  tme  to  the  flag  of  our  bdoeed  antntry,  alwaya 
acting  under  it  We,  whoso  names  arc  hereunto  affixed,  do  conatitate 
(lurpelves  a  branch  of  the  United  States  League  nf  Gilcaditcs.  Thai 
wo  will  pMvide  oitrBclves  at  once  with  suitable  implemeniH,  aod  will 
aid  those  who  do  not  possess  the  means,  if  any  such  are  disposed  to 
join  us.  We  invito  every  colored  person  whoeo  heart  is  engaged  in 
the  porfonnunce  of  our  business,  whether  male  or  female,  old  or 
young.  TJic  duty  of  the  aged,  iufirm,  and  yonng  members  of  tho 
Leagno  shall  bo  to  give  instant  notice  to  bU  lucmhers  in  oaso  of  an 
attack  upon  any  of  our  people.  We  agree  to  have  no  offircrs  oxoept 
a  trcaanrer  and  secretair  pro  Um.,  until  after  wme  trial  of  courage 
and  talent  of  able-h<idicd  members  shall  enable  ns  lo  elect  nfliecra 
frotn  those  who  shall  have  rendered  the  most  iinporlaut  services. 
Nothing  bnt  wisdom  and  undaunted  conrago,  efficiency,  and  general 
good  eonduct  elioll  in  any  way  influence  us  in  electing  our  officers. 

Then  follows,  iii  the  original  manuscript,  a  set  of  resolves, 
siich  as  John  Brown,  witli  his  methodical,  forward-looking 
mind,  was  in  the  habit  of  drawing  up  whenever  he  organized 
any  branch  of  liis  movement  against  slavery.  This  paper, 
which  is  sufficiently  curious,  reads  as  follows :  — 


Ersohilions  of  the  Springfield  Branch  of  Hie  United  Siatefi  League 
of  GileadiUs.     Adopted  15(ft  Jan.,  185!. 

1.  SeJtoJftd.  That  wo,  whose  names  are  affiled,  do  eonstituto  oar- 
selvoH  a  Branch  of  the  United  States  League,  under  the  above  n. 

2.  Besohed,  That  all  buBinees  of  this  Branch  he  conducted  v 
the  utmost  ijuiet  and  good  order;  that  we  individually  provide  oor- 
selvos  with  suitable  implements  without  delay ;  and  that  \ 
sufficiently  aid  those  who  do  not  posaeas  the  iiiuans,  if  any  such  a: 
disposed  to  juiii  us. 
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le  or  mure  discreet,  influcntiiO 

a  of  bU  c<>l<iml  persons  wliiieo 
of  our  busiucas,  whether  uiule 


I   a   Jiaolvtd,  That  a  c 

n  he  appointed  to  collect  the  u: 
rl  is  engaged  for  tlie  performa 
IT  fbinnlti,  whether  old  or  young. 
I  4.  Sesdhed,  That  the  appivprinte  duty  nf  all  aged,  infirm,  fs- 
"  J,  or  }-(JUthful  mrmbcre  of  thia  Branches  to  give  instant  notice  lo 
.  other  members  of  any  attatk  upon  the  rights  of  our  people,  first 
Infi>niiing  all  »ble-h<xlieil  men  uf  this  League  or  Branch,  and  next,  all 
wrfl  known  friends  of  the  colortJ  jieople;  and  that  this  mformalion 
i»  eottfiited  to  tuck  alone,  thut  there  may  be  us  little  excitement  as 
tKwsiblo,  and  no  notse  iu  ttio  eo  doiug. 

.  Jteaolctfl,  That  a  committee  of  one  or  more  discreet  pereuus 
IKo  Hpiioitilcd  to  necertaiu  the  oondilioD  of  colored  pertwns  in  regiard 
no  implements,  and  to  int^truet  others  in  regard  Ui  Uioir  cuodoci  in 
ny  emergen  oy. 

".  Saotrifd,  That  no  other  officer  than  a  trenaurer,  with  a  prw- 
it  and  secretary  pro  tern.,  bo  appointed  by  this  llninch,  until  after 
e  trial  of  the  courage  and  talents  of  abte-bodii-d  iiicmliers  shall 
Uiblo  a  majority  of  the  members  to  elect  their  officers  fWim  those 
II  ghaU  have  rmdered  the  most  impoTtmtl  servica. 
7.  Resolvfil,  That,  trnsting  iu  a  just  and  merciful  God,  whose 
WitvaA  atl-powfrful  aul  wet  humbly  implore,  we  will  most  cheer- 
Uly  and  heartily  snpiiort  and  olxiy  such  olBcors,  when  chosen  as  be- 
;  and  that  nothing  but  wisdom,  nndaunt«d  courage,  ej^cieniy,  and 
neral  good  conditct  shall  iu  any  degree  inQuence  our  itidividual  votes 
I  of  such  clei'tioii. 
.  Rexohrd,  That  a  meeting  of  all  members  of  this  Branch  shall 
n mediately  called  for  the  purpose  i>f  electing  officers  (to  be  chosen 
f  ballot)  after  the  first  trial  »haU  knee  been  made  of  the  qualifiea- 
!  of  iudivtilual  inombera  for  such  oimiiiaud,  as  before  menliimed, 
ti.  Senuieed,  That  as  ciiizrni^  of  the  United  folates  of  Ametica  we 
will  over  be  foimd  true  to  the  Hag  of  our  beloved  country,  always 
•Cling  under  it,' 

*  Tills  is  wgnwl  by  the  fullowing  im-mhr™  :  — 


B.  C.  Dowling. 

H«nry  .lolmson. 

Henry  Hector. 

John  Sinltli. 

G.  W.  Holinea. 

Jnim  Stroug. 

Rerrnly '  J  uli  nsnii. 

C,  A.  Ciaiiii. 

Wm.  Barns. 

Bauu^l  ChaiullBr, 

Eli/ji  Grefn. 

Win.  GoMon. 

J.  N.  Ho««rd, 

Jms  FoH'Icr. 

Joseph  Addttms. 

aiMio.  lioiiiu^ 

H-  J.  Jones. 

Wm.  C.nen. 

acit^o  Wrhb, 

Ann  Johnson. 

Wm,  H  Monli^ue, 

Charles  Odell. 

Cvrr»  Thorn  ««. 

J«.«  Wj...ks. 

L  W»ll«ce. 

James  Hiuli>»t>. 
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This  was  not  the  only  undertaking  of  the  sort  in  which 
Johii  Brown  lent  Lis  aid  and  advice  to  the  fugitive  slaves 
and  their  free  brethren  of  color  at  the  North.  For  yeais 
he  labored  quietly  among  them,  seeking  to  bring  them  to 
a  better  knowledge  of  their  position,  and  to  form  habits 
that  would  tit  them  for  freedom ;  and  in  this  period  he 
wrote  some  curious  papers.  Among  these  are  the  following 
chapters  of  an  unfinished  pamphlet  called  "ISambo's  Mis- 
takes," which  he  began  to  publish  in  an  obscure  Abolitionist 
journal  called  "The  Ramshom," — with  a  distant  allusion, 
I  suppose,  to  the  downfall  of  Jericho  at  the  blowing  of  the 
Hebrew  horns.  The  manuscript  of  these  chapters  is  now  in 
the  library  of  the  Maryland  Historical  .Society  at  Baltimore, 
iu  the  handwritiuy  of  John  Brown,  and  reads  thus :  — 


SAMBO'S    MISTAKES. 
I. 

Messrs.  Editors,  —  NotwithftAntling  t  may  have  commilt^  b 
few  miBfakes  in  the  oouffie  of  a  long  life,  like  otherR  of  mj  coliired 
brethren,  yet  you  ni]l  pireeivo  at  d  gtnnce  that  I  have  always  been 
reinarknble  fnr  a.  aeaaonable  diMWVery  of  id;  errors  and  quick  percep- 
linn  of  the  true  coiirec.  I  propose  to  give  you  a  few  iUoHtrations  in 
this  and  the  following  chajttere. 

For  inBtaiice,  when  I  wns  a  boy  I  learned  to  rend ;  but  instead  of 
giving  my  attention  to  sacred  and  profane  history,  by  which  I  might 
have  become  aequiunted  with  the  tmo  character  of  God  ond  of  man; 
learned  the  trae  course  fur  individoalB,  societies,  and  nationa  Xo  pnr- 
8ue  ;  stored  my  mind  with  an  endless  variety  of  rational  and  prac- 
(ical  ideas  ;  profited  by  the  experience  of  millions  of  others  of  all 
tiees  ;  fitted  myself  for  the  most  iinptrtant  stations  in  life,  and  for- 
lifii-d  my  mind  with  the  best  aud  wisest  resolutions,  and  noblest 
"I'liliments  and  motives,^!  have  spent  my  whole  life  devouring 
('illy  novels  and  other  miserable  trash,  such  «»  moat  newspapers  of 
thi-  day  and  other  popular  writingn  ure  filled  wiih  ;  thereby  unfitting 
myself  for  the  realities  of  life,  and  acquiring  a  taste  for  nonsense  and 
low  wit,  B<i  that  I  have  no  relish  for  8i>ber  truth,  nseful  knowledge, 
or  practical  wisdom.  By  this  means  T  have  passed  Ihnnigh  life 
without  profit  to  myseir  or  others,  a  mere  lilank  nn  which  nnih- 
ing  worth  penuuog  is  written.  But  1  can  see  in  a  twiuk  where  I 
missed  it. 


1  1850,] 
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'  Auiith«r  error  into  whivh  I  fell  in  early  life  wna  the  noHim  that 
eh«wii]g  antl  smoking  tobitcco  would  mnlie  a  nmii  of  me,  but  little 
ipferiiT  to  some  of  the  wliHea.  The  iimney  I  spent  in  this  way 
wuuld,  witli  the  inleregt  of  it,  have  enabled  me  to  have  relieved  n 
great  many  sufferers,  supplied  me  with  a  well-selecteil,  Interesting 
library,  oud  paid  for  a  good  fRrm  for  the  support  and  comfort  of  mj  ( 
old  Hge  ;  whereas  I  have  now  neither  books,  clothing,  the  siili»fac- 

Lj  of  having  benefited  uibfni,  nor  where  to  lay  my  hoary  hoad- 
Bul  I  can  see  in  a  moment  H-hero  I  miBse<l  it. 

Another  of  the  few  errors  of  my  life  is,  that  I  ha^^e  joined  itie 
t  Masons,  Odd  Fellows,  Sons  of  Tempcrauce,  and  a  score  of 
:t  societies,  instead  of  seeking  tlie  cvmpany  of  ini^IligcDt, 
wise,  and  good  men,  from  whom  I  might  have  learned  much  that 
would  be  iDtemstiug,  instructive,  and  useful ;  and  have  in  that  way 
squanilered  a  great  amount  of  most  precious  time,  and  money  enough, 
Bometimes  in  «  single  year,  whieh  if  I  had  then  put  tlie  same  out  on 
interest  and  kept  it  so,  would  have  kept  me  always  above  board, 
given  me  character  aud  influence  among  men,  or  have  enahled  me 
,  to  pursue  some  respwitahle  calling,  so  that  I  might  employ  others 
^to  their  benefit  nod  impnivemcnt ;  hut,  as  it  is,  I  have  always  be<-Q 
in  debt,  and  now  (d)liged  to  travel  nhoul  in  siwrch  of  employment 
IS  h  hostler,  shoc-hhirh,  and  fiddler.  But  I  retain  all  my  quickness 
I'Of  peivcplion ;  I  can  sec  readily  where  I  rnissuJ  it. 


II. 

Annther  error  of  my  riper  years  hiia  been,  that  when  any  meeting 

■4f  eolored  people  has  lieen  called  in  order  to  consider  of  any  inipor- 

uit  matter  of  general  interest,  I  have  been  so  eager  to  display  my 

jMuting  talents,  and  so  tenacious  of  some  trifling  theory  or  oilier 

nat  I  have  adopted,  that  I  have  gimerally  lost  all  sight  of  the  busi- 

a  hand,  consumed  the  timn  diiipnting  about  things  of  no  mo- 

oeut,  and  thereby  defeated  entirely  many  important  meaeore^  ealcu- 

d  to  promote  the  general  wel^re ;  but  1  am  happy  to  say  I  can 

«  wh(Te  I  miswil  it. 

Another  small  error  of  my  life  (for  I  never  committed  great  hlun- 

K^Ms)  hiis  been   that  I  never  would   (for  the  sake  of  union  in  ilie 

fnrtlierance  of  the  must  vital  interests  of  our  race)  yield  any  miuur 

piiiut  of  dilfi'renne.     In  this  way  I  have  always  had  to  act  with  bnt 

a  few,  or  more  frequently  alone,  and  conld  aiwomplisli  nothing  worth 

-iJving  for ;  but  I  hare  one  oomfurt,  I  can  see  in  n  minute  where  I 

Anotlier  little  fault  which  I  have  committed  is,  that  if  in  anything 
a  failed  of  coming  up  to  my  standard,  notwithatuDdiag 
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tfa&t  ho  might  poeaesa  maay  of  the  inost  Tuluable  trails,  uad  be  nnHt 
itduiirubly  wkpted  tu  till  some  odd  iiDpnrtant  piet,  I  would  rcj(>ct  him 
entirely,  injure  his  ioflaeitce,  uppoBehis  measures,  und  even  glioy 
in  his  defeuU,  while  his  iuteuliuns  were  good,  and  his  pUns  well 
laid.  But  ]  have  the  greul  mttliifHetiuQ  of  l>eiug  able  to  say,  wilhuut 
fear  of  conlradictiuu,  that  I  cau  ste  vi-ry  quid;  whei'e  I  missed  it. 

m. 

Aaother  small  mistake  which  I  have  made  is,  that  I  could  never 
bring  myself  to  practise  any  present  self-denial,  although  my  ih»)rieB_ 
I  have  been  excellent.  Fur  instance,  1  have  bought  expeuuve  gay 
etuthing,  nice  canes,  watches,  eafely-chaina,  finger-rings,  brtwutpiiis, 
and  many  other  things  of  a  like  nature,  thinking  I  might  by  that 
niimoa  distinguish  myself  from  the  vulgar,  as  somu  of  Hm  better  eluaa 
u(  whites  do.  I  have  always  been  of  the  furemost  iu  getUog  up 
expensive  parties,  ami  running  after  fashionable  aniosemeuta  ;  have 
indulged  my  appetite  freely  whenever  I  had  the  means  (auJ  even 
with  borrowed  means) )  have  patrouiiod  the  dealers  in  nuts,  candy, 
el«.,  freely,  and  have  aomctimes  bought  good  suppers,  and  was 
always  a  regular  custnmur  at  livery  stables.  By  these,  and  many 
other  manns,  I  have  been  unable  to  benefit  my  suffering  brethren, 
and  am  now  but  poorly  able  to  keep  tny  own  soul  and  body  together; 
bnt  do  not  think  me  thoughtless  or  dull  of  apprehension,  for  1  can 
Bee  at  once  where  I  missed  it. 

Another  trifling  error  of  my  life  has  l)een,  that  I  hnvo  nlways  ex- 
pected to  secure  the  favor  of  the  whites  by  tamely  submitting  Ui  every 
Bpwies  of  indigoily,  contempt,  and  wrong,  instead  of  nobly  resiBiing 
their  brutal  aggressions  from  principle,  and  taking  my  plHc«  as  a 
man,  ati<l  aasaming  the  responsibilities  of  a  man.  a  citizen,  a  husband, 
a  fuiher,  a  brother,  a  noighlHir,  n  friend,^ as  God  requires  of  every 
one  (if  hie  neighbor  will  allow  him  tu  do  it) ;  but  I  find  that  I  get, 
for  all  my  submission,  about  the  same  reward  that  the  Southern 
slaVGocrats  render  to  the  dougli-faced  stalesinen  of  the  North,  fur 
being  bribed  and  browbeat  and  fooled  and  cheated,  as  the  Whigs  mid 
Dumoenits  love  tu  be,  and  think  themselves  highly  honored  if  they 
may  lie  allowed  to  lick  np  the  spittle  of  a  Southerner.  I  say  I  get 
the  same  reward.  Bnt  1  am  uneommoo  quick-sighted ;  I  can  see  in 
a  minute  where  I  missed  it. 

Another  little  blunder  which  I  made  is,  that  while  I  have  always 
been  a  most  lealous  Abolitionist,  I  have  been  eonstnntly  at  war  with 
my  friends  about  certain  religious  tenets.  I  was  first  a  PiTsbyterian, 
but  I  could  never  Ihink  of  nclinj;  with  my  Quaker  friends,  for  they 
were  the  rankest  heretics  ;  and  the  Baptists  would  be  iu  the  water, 
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p-ftnJ  the  Methodists  deuii-d  the  doctrine  uf  Electiuo,  etc,     Of  lalt-r 

,   Nuue  beooijiing  iiolighteneii   Uy  Gurrison,   Abby   Kolly,  oud   I 
Bottler  reiill;  lienevtilcnt  pereuna,  I  buvu  bivii  apending  all  luj  force  I 
U  m;  frieuds  vfiio  love  thu  Sabbath,  and  have  fell  ibnt  all  woe  nt 
I  that  poiiJt ;  just  as  it  has  provml  Ui  he  of  law  in  Frauct^,  in 
Ktho  abulititiD  of  Slavery  iu   iLcir  ciiltinira.      Now  I   cuunnt  doubt, 

■  UeBsrB.  l^iUUirs,  mitwithstaudiug  I  have  been  unaucccssful,  thnt  ;i>U 
I  will  allow  mc  full  credit  for  my  peculiar  i|uipk-aigbtudue5S.    I  can  aw 

D  one  eecood  whore  1  missed  it. 

This  paper,  dating   before   1850.  Ulustrates   the    puiats    | 

,  of-  reseinblance  between  FnuikUii  aiid  Jobii  Brown,  —  for 

"I'oor  Eichard"  himself  might  have  written  these  keen 

land  kindly  sayings.     Brown  disliked  the  effort  of  writing, 

I  vhiuh  led  bim  to  shorten  almost  eveiythiug  he  wrote;  so 

■  that  "Sambo'a  Mistakes"  was  one  of  his  longest  essays, 
faxxA  perha|)B  the  most  satirical.  He  took  little  part  in  the 
I'piiblie  debates  on  slavery,  iind  when  in  the  last  year  of  his 
lUfe  (1859),  he  was  present  for  a  tUiy  or  two  at  the  Antislav- 
(sry  meetings  in  Boston,  he  came  out  saying,  "  Talk  !  talk  ! 
Pitalk  !  —  that  will  never  set  the  slave  free."  His  form  of 
■iactivity  vms  something  tlmt  would  operate,  as  he  said  in 
■lliB  letter  of  1834,  "  like  jwwder  confined  in  rock ; "  and 
■ftuch  was  the  effect  of  his  own  movements  In  Kansas  and 
iin  Virginia. 

His  daughter,  Mrs.  Thompson,  thus  speaks  of  his  concern 
[for  the  fugitive  slaves  in  the  anxious  season  of  1850-51, 
Iwben  the  slaveholders,  encouraged  by  the  success  of  the 
BClay  and  Webster  Compromises,  sought  to  insult  and  worry  I 
r*he  people  of  the  North  by  reclaiming  all  runaway  slaves 
E  wherever  they  might  be  :  — 

"  Father  clid  Dot  close  up  his  wool  biisiuew  in  Springfield  when  lie 

>nt  to  North  Etlin,  and  hiid  to  mnke  several  joiinieye  biick  aud  forth 

|1«  l«49-50.     Ho  wiis  at  Sprinfrfield  in  January,  1651,  Bo.ra  after  tha 

,■9  of  the  Fugitive  Bhive  Law,  and  went  niund  amimg  biB  c^ibircd  , 
Eriends  tliere  who  hiul  been  fugitives,  uraing  them  to  reaiel  the  law, 
0  mxtU'r  by  wbnt  authority  it  ehuuld  bo  eiiftireed,  He  told  tlieir 
n  tfaemselvea  with  revolvers,  n\ea  and  women,  aud  not  Iu  be  taken 
•Hve.  WhCD  he  got  to  NoKh  Elba  he  toM  us  about  the  Fugitive 
[Blavo  Law,  and  ba<le  ua  resixt  nny  attempt  that  might  h*  mnde  lo 
M  tiuj  fugitive  from  uur  town,  rrgardlese  of  fine  or  iiDprisontnent. 
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Our  fftiUifiil  boy  Cyrun  was  one  of  thnt  rJaas;  and  our  feellnga  were 
sn  roused,  that  ne  wiiuld  all  liave  defended  him,  though  the  wumcn 
folks  had  Tesoned  to  hot  water.  Father  at  this  tune  said,  '  Their 
cup  tif  initjaity  is  nhiiost  full.'  Oue  «iveaiiig  as  I  was  ^nging  '  The 
Slave  Father  Mourning  for  iiis  Childreu,'  coutainiug  thuae  words,  — 

'  Ye  're  gone  from  me,  my  gvutle  one^ 
With  >il  your  shoula  of  nurtb  ; 
A  siltaee  in  within  my  walls, 
A  durkness  round  my  hurtb,'  — 

fiither  got  up  and  walked  the  6oor,  aud  before  I  ooold  finieh  the 
song,  he  said,  'O  Kiith!  doii't  elug  any  more;  it  ie  tvoaadi'" 

This  letter  to  Mrs.  Browii  relates  to  the  same  emer- 
gency :  — 

fipRINOP[ELD,    MaKS.,  JbD.    17,   ISSl. 

Dear  Wifb,  —  .  .  ,  Sinee  the  sendiug  off  to  slavery  of  Long 
from  New  York,  I  have  impr()ved  uiy  leisure  hours  quite  busily  with 
colored  people  here,  in  advising  thf-ra  how  to  act.  and  in  gidug  them 
all  the  eueourageroout  iu  uiy  power.  They  very  much  need  encour- 
a^inent  itTid  advice ;  and  some  of  them  are  eo  alarmed  that  they  tell 
me  they  cannot  sleep  on  account  of  either  themselveB  or  their  wives 
and  ohildrcu.  I  eau  only  say  I  think  I  have  been  enabled  to  do 
soinetbiog  lo  revive  their  broken  spirits.  I  wuot  all  my  family  to 
imagiue  themselves  in  the  same  dreadful  condition.  My  only  spare 
time  being  taken  up  (often  till  late  horns  at  night)  in  the  wxy  1 
speak  <if,  has  prevented  me  from  the  gloomy  homesick  feelings 
which  Lad  before  so  much  oppressed  me :  not  that  I  forget  my 
family  at  all, 

Sotne  of  the  advice  thus  given  haa  already  been  copied : 
more  condensed  suggestions  aj'e  as  follows  :  — 

"  Collect  qiuetlj,  so  as  to  outnumber  the  adversaries  who  arc  taking 
an  active  part  agatnat  yon ;  make  cleuu  work  with  all  BUch,  and  be 
sure  ypu  mcildlo  not  with  any  other.  Do  not  delay  odd  moment  after 
yog  have  a  fair  majority  of  yonr  own  nien  over  those  who  are  actually 
about  the  mischief.  Let  the  cillwtion  of  a  fair  ni^orily  be  your  aig- 
niil  to  engage ;  and  when  engaged  do  not  do  your  bnainess  by  halves. 
When  one  of  you  ongnge,  let  all  the  others  fall  to  work  without  noise 
or  confusion.  Stand  by  one  another  and  by  your  friends  while  a  drop 
of  blood  remains,  and  be  hanged  if  yon  must,  but  tell  no  tales  out  of 
school ;  make  no  confections.     Hold  ou  to  yonr  tools,  and  never  be 
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mI  or  persuaded,  by  tlie  world  cuinbiued,  to  part  with  tbem,  or  to 
B  tlieui  away  from  you.      Do  not  trust  tbem  with  ineDi]  or  fue. 

Uways  kc«p  your  faiuiliee  advised  uf  tbo  pkccs  where  yuu  luay  he 

iauad  when  ubsent  from  home," 


said 
Biiarl 


Four  or  fire  years  earlier  tban  this,  and  soon  after 
Irown's  aftival  in  Springfield,  he  had  begun  to  communi- 
.te  his  purpose  of  attacking  slavery  by  force  to  the  colored 
whom  he  found  to  be  worthy  of  trust.  lu  1846  there 
■as  living  in  Springfield  {where  be  still  resides)  a  fugitive 
slave  from  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland, — Thomas  Thomas 
by  iiaiue,  —  whom  lirown  engaged  to  work  for  him  as  a  porter 
in  his  wool  warehouse.  "How  early  shall  I  come  to-morrow," 
said  Thomas  the  day  be  was  hired.  "  We  begin  work  at 
said  Brown ;  "  but  I  wish  you  would  come  round 
■Her,  so  that  I  can  talk  with  you."  Thomas  therefore 
Vent  to  bis  employer's  the  next  morning  between  five  and 
BIX  o'clock,  found  Brown  waiting  for  bim,  and  there  re- 
ceived from  him  the  outlines  of  his  plan  to  liberate  the 
Blaves,  and  was  invited  to  join  in  the  enterprise,  which  he 
agreed  to  do.  This  was  nine  years  twfore  Brown  went  to 
Kansas,  and  two  years  before  Snmner,  Wilson,  Adams,  S.  C. 
Phillips,  Hoar,  and  their  friends  formed  the  Free  Soil  party 
of  Massachusetts.  Thomas  was  afterward  sent  by  Brown  to 
look  up  Madison  Washington,  the  lea<ier  of  the  courageous 
slaves  of  the  vessel  "  Creole,"  who  was  wanted  as  a  leader 
among  the  colored  recruits  that  were  to  join  the  band  of 
liberators ;  but  Washington,  when  found,  proved  to  be  aa 
untit  person  for  such  a  task. 

It  is  said  that  the  first  definite  thought  of  the  place  where 

le  should  make  his  attack  upon  the  slave  system  came  to 

wu  while  he  was  surveying  lands  for  Oberlin  College,  in 

'hat  is  now  West  Virginia,  in  1840.      These  lands  were,  in 

t  at  least,  in  the  county  of  Jackson,  which  borders  on 

lio,  and  is  separated  from  that  State  by  the  Ohio  Biver. 

west  of  the  Alleghanies,  and  is  not  very  mountainous  ; 

it  in  approaching  or  leaving  it  Brown  had  occasion  to  ob- 

aerve  how  useful  those  mountains  would  be  to  any  band  of 

men  who  were  aiming  at  emancipation  by  force.     "The 

juoontaina  and  swamps  of  the  South,"  said  Drown  in  Kansas, 
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"  were  iDt^sded  by  God  as  a  refuge  for  the  slave,  and  a  de- 
fence against  his  master."  That  lie  idierished  this  purpose 
when  be  wrote  the  following  from  West  Vii-giuia,  nearly 
twenty  yeai-s  before  bis  foray  at  Harper's  Ferry,  is  certain  ; 
and  tbe  thought  that  he  liad  liis  great  projoct  in  mind  then, 
gives  an  interest  to  the  brief  letter :  — 

To  hit  Family. 

BiPUST,  VjL.,  April  21,  18*0. 
...  I  like  the  oountry  as  well  as  I  expected,  and  ila  iahabiuints 
rather  better ;  and  1  have  seen  the  eput  where,  if  it  bit  the  will  oT 
ProTidence,  1  hope  one  day  to  live  with  my  family.  ,  ,  ,  Were 
tbe  inhabiLaDts  as  resolute  Etud  induatriouH  as  tbe  Northern  people, 
and  did  they  understand  how  lo  mannge  as  well,  they  wuuld  bccuine 
rich  :  but  they  are  not  generally  so.  They  eeew  to  have  uoidea  of 
impruvemeut  in  their  cattle,  sheep,  or  hugs,  nur  tu  know  the  use  uf 
enclosed  pafture-tieldB  for  their  stork,  but  epcnd  a  large  portiuu 
of  their  time  in  hunting  fur  their  cuttle,  sheep,  aud  burses;  and  the 
same  habit  continues  from  father  to  son.  ...  By  uompuring  Ibcm 
with  the  people  of  other  parts  uf  the  couutry,  1  can  see  uew  and 
abundant  jiroof  that  knowledge  is  power.  I  think  we  might  be  very 
nsefcil  to  tliem  on  many  aceouuta,  were  we  ao  disposed.  May  God 
in  mercy  keep  us  all,  and  enable  us  to  get  wisdom  ;  and  with  all  our 
getting  or  losing,  to  get  undorslanding ! 

Affectionulely  youre, 

John  Brown. 

Before  John  Brown  went  to  the  Adirondacs  to  look  after 
the  colored  people  there,  he  seema  to  have  had  another 
project  of  the  same  sort  in  view,  in  connection  with  these 
("Iberlin  lands.  The  records  of  that  Ohio  college  (where 
white  and  colored  students  were  educated  together,  before 
any  other  such  institution  ventured  to  do  so)  show  the  fol- 
lowing entries :  — 

"April  ],  1840.  In  the  Prudential  Committee,  Brother  John 
Brown  from  Hudsfm  being  present,  some  negotiations  were  opened 
in  respect  to  our  VirginU  lands. 

■'  April  3.  1840.  A  cnmmunicjMlon  from  Bnrther  John  Brown,  of 
Hudson,  was  presented  and  read  by  the  Secretary,  containing  a  pro- 
posiiion  to  visit,  survey,  and  trnkc  the  ncci^ssiiry  inveMigation  re- 
gpceiing  houndiirirs,  etc.,  of  those  lands,  fur  one  dnllar  per  day,  and 
a  moderate  allowance  for  necessary  expenses;   said  paper  frankly 
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I  expreesing  alau  his  de^gn  of  vievring  tbo  lauds,  ae  a  preliininaiy  step  I 
o  IdUHtiug  liiH  fuinily  upim  ibom,  slioiild  the  o|M!niDg  jiruve  u  £ivi>r>  I 
ible  one :  whereupon,  Votrd,  ihui  gaiil  ]ir<jpi>8illiin  bii  uucoUed  1o,  and  I 

L  thai  a  auinniiBsiuii  uud  neijdrd  outfit  Ui  fumiabi^d  by  the  .Sccrotiiry  f 

I  K&d  Treasurer."  J 

"July   ]4,    1640.     The   repi>rt   of  John   Brown,   respecting   his  J 

I  itjeucy  to  Virginia  aiid  enaiulDation  of  iho  Smith  tloaatiun  of  land,  j 
I'iis  read  by  the  Secretary  and  deferrtnl." 
"Aug.  II,  leHO.     Voted,  tbut  the  Secretary  address  a,  letter  to 

I  Johu  Brown,  of  Hudson,  in  reference  to  the  Virginia  laud  agency." 

Id  the  records  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  under  date  of  ' 
1  Aug.  28,  1840,  is  the  foUowing  mioute  :  — 

'  Voted,  tliat  the  Prudential  Couiniitlee  be  authorized  to  perfect 
L  negutuiliuns,  and  convey  by  deed  to  Brother  John  Brown,  of  Hudson, 
I   one  thousand  acres  of  our  Virginia  bind  on  the  couilitions  suggested  i 
I  in  the  ourreepondeuce  wbiub  has  ab'eady  transpired  between  him  and  ( 
I  the  ooniiuittee." 

,  There  is  nothing  in  the  record  of  the  subsequent  action  of 
I  the  Prudential  Committee  or  of  the  Trustees  which  goes  to 
I  show  tliat  a  deed  was  actually  given  to  John  Brown,  or  that 
I  the  oundltions  were  fulfilled  by  him. 

Coneerning  the  opening  of  this  negotiation,  I  find  this 
L  letter  from  an  Oberlin  official,  Levi  Burnell,  to  John  Brown's 
I  father,  Owen,  who  was  a  Trustee  of  the  college :  — 

Oaeiiu.-J,  April  8,  IBW. 
Dear  Brotiter  Brown, — I   received  your  favor  by  your  son 
I  John,  and  our  committee  have  upeneil  negotiations  with  him  pre- 
I  liminary  to  his  visiting  our  Virginia  lands.    We  hope  for  a  favorable 
lie,  both  for  him  and  the  institution.     When  he  has  thoroughly 
I  oiHinined  the  papers  and  spent  the  uecessary  time  upon  the  pretniM'S,  j 
ive  expect  that  he  will  know  more  than  all  of  us  about  the.  matter ;  1 
u)d  I  trnat  we  shall  feel  disposed  to  offer  lilwral  inducements  for  hint  J 
I  ond  others  to  settle  tliere,  if  that  is  best.    Should  be  succeed  in  clear-  J 
I  Ing  up  titles  without  difficulty  or  liiwsuiW,  it  would  be  eaay,  as  it 
I  .appeiirs  to  me,  lo  malte  provision  for  ri'Iigioua  and  school  pfivilegi'S, 
I  .and  by  proper  clfortR,  with  tlie  blessing  of  Ood,  soon  see  that  wilder- 
leu  bnd  and  blossom  as  the  ruse. 

The  main  outlines  of  Brown's  plan  have  been  given  by  1 
I  one  of  his  Kansas  company,  Bichard  Kealf,  who  heard  hiiD  -j 
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explain  it  in  Canada  in  185S,  and  vho  profe^ed  to  have 
made  this  statement  up  from  Brown's  own  words.  It  is 
evidently  colored  and  exaggerated  in  many  particulars  by 
the  imagination  of  the  reporter,  and  at  several  points  is 
contrary  to  what  is  otherwise  known.  But  with  these 
abatements,  it  may  be  taken  as  a  general  outline  of  what 
Brown  actually  said.  This  is  RealTs  report,  which  it  needs 
a  long  breath  to  reatl,  for  its  odd  rhetoric :  — 

"John  Brown  aUled  that  fiir  iwenty  <ir  thirty  yenre  the  idea  had 
possessed  him  like  h  passiAn  of  giving  liberty  to  the  slaves;  that  he 
nittde  A  jouruey  to  Eu^litnd,  during  w*hich  ho  made  a  tour  upon  the 
Ennipeaii  oratinent,  iospcfliug  nil  furtificitiioDB,  and  espednlly  all 
ettrthwork  forts  which  he  could  find,  witli  a  view  of  Applying  the 
knowledge  thus  gaiued,  with  modifica liana  and  inventions  of  his  (.wn, 
to  a  mcontain  warftire  iu  the  United  States.  He  stated  that  he  had 
read  all  the  books  upon  insiirrecti'inary  warfare  that  he  iMjuld  lay  hta 
hands  on  :  thu  Roman  warfare,  tlie  successful  nppusilion  i>I  the  Spun- 
ish  chiertaiuB  during  the  period  when  Spmn  was  a  Hoinau  pniviuee, 
—  huw  with  ten  thousand  men,  divided  and  subdivided  into  sipall 
«OTiipanio3,  acting  simultaneously  yet  separately,  they  withstood  the 
whole  cousiilidated  power  of  the  Roman  Empire  through  a  number 
of  years.  In  addition  to  this,  he  had  become  very  fniniliar  whh  the 
euccessfnt  warfare  waged  by  Schamyl,'  the  Circassian  chief,  against 
the  Ruftsians;  he  had  posted  himself  in  relation  to  the  war  of  Touh- 
saiut  L'Ouverture;  be  bad  becniue  thoroughly  acquaint(id  with  the 
wars  in  Ilayti  and  the  islands  round  about ;  and  from  alt  these  things 
he  bad  drawn  the  ooucliisiou,  —  believing,  as  ho  nlateil  there  lie  did 
believe,  auii  as  wo  all  (if  I  may  judge  from  myaelf)  believed,  —  that 
upou  the  firei  iutimaliou  of  a  plan  furmcd  fi.r  the  liberation  of  the 
slaves,  they  would  immediately  rise  all  over  the  Southern  States. 
He  supposed  that  they  would  come  into  the  mountains  to  join  hlin, 

'  It  is  singular  that  while  this  Sohamyl,  the  darinfj  Leaghian  chien«n, 
■ho.  io  alliance  with  the  CircuaaJans.  had  defied  the  C^ar  for  twMity  yean, 
was  visiting  St.  Peteraburg  as  the  honored  piert  of  hi*  focmfin,  John  Hmwn 
■I  that  very  time  wu  captured  and  pxeculed  by  the  American  slavehelden. 
Si^hainyl  was  at  once  the  warrior  and  the  propliet  of  his  race,  and  in  the  f«al- 
nenes  of  tho  Caucaaus,  where  the  Ruasians  awuiled  him,  bo  bad  worn  out 
their  arniies  by  delayi,  ainbtiiKades,  and  surprises.  At  last,  utter  enormous 
loncB  of  men  ond  ninterial  by  the  RnninnB,  ihey  itonned  Ida  stnmKliold. 
and  lie  surrendered  in  1859.  The  same  Nlw  York  newspii|««  whicli  eon- 
tained  the  news  or  Rronn's  failnre  described  the  bo«pitabl«  rtceptlon  of 
Sohamyl  at  the  capital  of  Nichaloa. 
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where  be  purposed  to  work,  nnd  that  Iij'  flitcking  to  his  stntidurd  J 
ihey  would  eDable  him  (making  the  line  of  iDOunliitiie  which  cuts 
diagonally  through  Mnrylaiid  and  Vii^nia,  diiwn  through  iho  Smith- 
ern   Slates  lata  Tenuessee  and  Alabama,  the  base  nf  iiia  0[)eralii--ue) 
to  act  upon  the  plaulations  on  the  plains  lying  on  each  side  of  that 
mnge  of  mounioiiis  ;  that  wo  should  be  able  tti  establiah  ouraeives 
in  the  fastnesses.     And  if  any  hostiie  action  were  l^ken  against  us, 
either  by  the  militia  of  the  States  or  by  the  armies  of  the  Dniied 
States,  we  piirpneed  to  defeat  first  the  militia,  and  nexl,  if  possible,    i 
the  troops  of  the  United  States;  tmd  then  organtxe  the  free  blaclta 
ander  the  pniviEtoDAl  constitution,  which  would  caj-ve  out  for  the  J 
lueatity  uf  its  jurisdiction  all  that  mountainous  region  in  whieh  the   | 
blacks  were  to  be  estnblished,  in  which  ihey  were  to  be  taught  | 
the  useful  and  mei^hantc^l  arts,  and  all  the  business  of  life.     Sohuiila  .j 
were  also  to  be  established,  and  so  on-     Thu  negroes  were  to  be 
.-•oldiers." 


This  was  in  fact  the  purpose  of  Brown,  —  to  enlist  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  the  slaves  and  the  free  negroes  of  the  Xorth 
aa  soldiers,  without  exciting  a  general  insurrection,  and  then 
to  establish  his  armed  force  where  it  could  best  annoy  the 
slaveholders  and  make  their  property  unsafe.  He  intended 
to  officer  his  army  with  white  and  colored  men,  but  to  use 
the  latter  for  soldiers  chiefly.  He  had  a  higher  opinion 
than  most  men  at  that  time  of  the  capacity  of  the  negro  as 
a  soldier  and  a  citizen, — an  opinion  since  justi&ed  by  events. 
I  have  often  heard  Brown  dwell  on  this  subject,  and  mention 
instances  of  bis  titneas  to  take  care  of  himself;  saying,  in 
his  quaint  way,  "  negroes  behaved  so  much  like  fol/cs,  he 
almost  thought  they  were  so."  He  thought  a  forcible  sepa- 
ration between  master  and  slave  might  be  necessary,  in  order 
to  educate  the  slaves  for  self-government. 

A  pnrt  ot  Brown's  preparation  for  the  warfare  in  which 
he  meant  to  engage  was  his  Spartan  mode  of  life  and  his 
self-denial  in  most  matters  of  food,  dress,  amusement,  and 
personal  comfort.  His  daughter'a  testimony  is  clear  on  this 
point;  and  all  who  knew  him  can  recall  instances  of  this 
self-denial.  He  followed  strictly  the  sage's  injunction,  "  At 
rich  men's  tables  eat  thou  bread  and  pulse ; "  and  he  was 
rather  averse  to  accept  the  hospitality  of  those  friends  who 
Jived  luxuriously.      He  avoided  the  sumptuous  hotels  of 
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New  York  and  other  cities,  and  went  by  preference  to  plain 
taverns  where  farmers  and  drovers  were  entertained.  His 
dress  was  neat  but  plain,  and  he  wore  the  same  garments  a 
long  time,  always  from  choit-e,  and  sometimes  from  necessity. 
'  He  never  used  tobacco  in  any  form,  and  seldom  drank  wine 
or  spirits.  When  at  home  he  drank  milk  or  water.  It  was 
not  till  a  few  yeai'S  before  his  death  that  he  drank  tea  or 
coffee,  and  he  took  up  this  habit  only  from  the  desire  to 
give  no  trouble  to  others  j  for  he  found  that  in  travelling  it 
sometimes  annoyed  good  people  to  see  their  guest  driuk 
water  instead  of  tea.  He  never  ate  cheese  or  butter;  and 
said  that  as  a  boy,  ten  years  old,  he  was  once  sent  of  an 
errand  where  a  lady  gave  him  a  piece  of  bread  and  butter ; 
he  was  so  bashful  that  lie  did  not  dare  tell  her  he  never  ate 
butter,  but  as  soon  as  he  got  out  of  the  house  he  ran  as  fast 
as  he  could  for  a  long  time,  and  then  threw  her  gift  out  of 
sight.  He  had  great  skill  in  providing  for  a  conipany  of 
men,  and  could  have  maintained  a  force  in  tlie  field  at  very 
little  cost  But  his  health  was  much  affected  in  his  later 
years  by  malaria  and  other  ilia  of  advancing  age,  from  which, 
when  be  entered  upon  active  service,  he  lost  much  time  and 
Buffered  great  bardshi]>s.' 

'  JiaoD  UrowD,  who  r<:iii<Miibrr!i  wM  tlir  oatb  tnken  \iy  himself  and  hja 
fwnily  tvhni  his  father  first  maJv  koovii  to  therti  bis  [luqioM  ol'  attauking 
sUvery  b;  furce.  thiakn  the  limi^  was  not  18:t7.  but  1B39.  The  pliuM,  ha 
Biya,  was  Fruuklin,  and  tba  time  was  ■' wlian  the  volored  pi-cscher  Mr. 
Fayette  was  at  father's ;  and  b^  ( Mr,  F. )  and  mothtir,  John,  Jason,  and 
OwpQ  were  awom  ta  aecrecy,  and  to  do  all  iii  their  [tower  to  abolish  slav- 
ery." Jaaon  also  thinks  he  cut  the  date  or  the  year  on  a  rock  near  Ihe 
Rwinitning- place  in  Hudson  whiuh  ho  aiid  Owen  used  to  frequent  Mm. 
Brown  gave  me  the  impression  It  was  in  1838  ;  but  the  eiaot  dnte  is 
unimportant.  The  Oberlin  CoUe^  enterprise  was  connrcted  with  the  suc- 
oeaful  effort  mnde  by  Hiss  Hartinesu  and  others  in  England  in  December, 
1889,  to  raise  fiinds  for  the  college  in  which  education  was  given  without 
distinction  of  color  or  sei.  Set  "Harriet  Martineau's  Antoluography,' 
edited  by  Mrs.  Chajininn,  vol,  ii.  pp.  3-15,  3t6. 
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FAMILY  COUNSELS  AND  HOME  LIFE. 

A  LTR0T7GH  he  lived  so  actively  in  his  business  affairs, 
■**■  and  planned  ho  much  public  activity,  yet  a  great  part 
of  John  Brown's  life  was  spent  in  the  most  quiet,  bumble, 
and  domestic  manner.  Before  entering,  therefore,  upon 
the  startling  record  of  hia  public  caieei',  let  me  disclose  more 
fully  his  home  life^and  his  affectionate,  practical  relations 
to  all  those  who  depended  upon  him;  which  can  best  be 
done  by  his  family  letters  at  different  dates,  before  he  seat 
his  sons  to  Kansas  or  set  forth  to  join  them  there. 

To  hi»  CkUdrea. 

Hudson,  Jan.  18,  1841. 
Dear  som  John,  —  Since  I  parted  with  you  at  Hudson  some 
thoDghts  have  pusaed  through  uy  miud  whidi  my  iutense  ausiety 
for  your  weUare  prompts  me  to  coinmunirate  by  writing.  I  think 
the  sitbatinn  in  which  you  have  been  placed  by  Pruvidcnce  at  this 
early  period  uf  your  life  will  afford  to  yourH^lf  iind  others  some  little 
test  of  the  sway  you  may  be  expected  to  oxert  ovvr  [oiuda  in  after  life, 
and  I  am  glad,  on  the  whole,  to  have  yoa  brought  iu  some  measure 
to  the  test  in  your  youth.  IT  you  cannot  now  go  into  a  disorderly 
(lODntry  school  and  gain  its  confidence  and  est^^in,  nnd  reduce  it  to 
good  order,  and  waken  up  the  energies  and  the  very  son!  of  every  ra- 
tional being  in  it, — yes,  of  every  mean,  ill-behi»ved,  ill-governed  boy 
and  girl  that  compose  it,  and  seciiro  the  gond-will  of  the  parents, — 
then  how  are  you  to  stimulate  asACH  to  attempt  a  pnseageof  the  Alpsi 
If  yoQ  ran  with  footmen  and  they  should  weiiry  you,  how  should  yon 
eontend  with  horsesf  If  in  the  land  of  petice  they  have  wearied  yon, 
then  how  will  you  do  in  the  swelling  of  Jonian  t  Shall  I  answer  the 
question  myself  T  "  If  any  man  lack  wisdom,  let  him  ask  of  God, 
who  giveth  liberally  and  upbriudeth  nut."    Let  me  say  to  you  agaiOi 
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luve  them  all,  and  commend  them  and  yourself  lo  the  God  to  whom 
Solomon  sought  in  his  joutb,  and  he  ehall  bring  it  to  pose,  Yua 
hiive  heard  me  tell  of  dividing  a  echool  into  two  large  spelling-classeB, 
and  of  its  effects ;  if  you  should  think  best,  and  con  remcmbor  the 
process,  you  citu  try  it.  Let  the  grand  reason,  that  one  course  ia 
right  and  another  wrong,  he  kept  conlinuiillj  before  your  owa  mind 
and  before  your  school. 

From  your  affectionate  liithcr, 

John  Bkowr. 


Akron,  Ha;  23,  1615. 
Deab  BON  John,  —  Yours  of  the  28th  April  we  did  not  get  very 
seasooably,  as  we  have  been  very  busy,  und  not  at  the  post-offioe 
often.  Wb  are  all  obliged  for  your  letter,  and  1  hope  thankful  fiir 
any  comfort  or  success  that  may  attend  you.  If  the  days  of  inonm^ 
ing  have  indeed  and  in  truth  ceased,  tht-n  I  trust  all  is  well,  —  all  is 
well  as  it  should  be ;  and  1  have  known  fair  dnya  to  fnliow  after  very 
(iml  weather.  The  great  trouble  is,  we  arc  apt  to  get  too  damp  in  a 
wet,  fopgy  spell.  We  aro  all  well  but  little  Annie,  who  is  afflicted 
with  a  singular  eruption  of  the  akin,  and  la  withal  quite  nnwcU.  We 
get  along  in  our  business  as  well  aa  we  ever  have  done,  I  think.  We 
have  some  sheep,  btit  not  as  many  as  for  two  seaaous  past.  Matters 
seem  to  go  well  betwixt  us  and  our  friend  Perkins,  and  for  auything 
that  I  know  of,  our  worldly  prospects  are  as  good  as  we  can  bear. 
I  hope  that  entire  leanness  of  soul  may  not  attend  any  little  success 
in  bu^neas.  1  do  not  know  as  we  have  yet  any  new  plans ;  when  we 
have,  we  will  let  you  hear.  We  are  nearly  through  another  yean- 
ing tifne,  and  have  lost  but  very  few.  Have  not  yet  counted  tails ; 
think  there  may  be  Rl>oat  four  hundred.  Never  had  B  finer  or  more 
thrifty  lot.  Expe»l  to  b^u  WDshing  sheep  next  week.  Have  re- 
ceived inir  medals  aud  diploma.  They  are  splendid  toys,  and  appear 
to  he  knock-down  ai^uincnts  among  the  sheep-growers  who  have 
seen  them.  All  were  well  at  Hudwjn  a  few  days  since.  Father  was 
here,  and  bad  just  mtived  into  the  Humislun  house  onl  west.  Yim 
did  not  say  in  your  letter  whether  yon  ever  conversed  with  him  in 
r^ard  to  his  plans  for  hia  old  age,  a*  was  talked  of  when  you  were 
here  and  were  helping  pick  sheep ;  should  like  lo  know  if  yon  did, 
etc.  Cannot  t^ll  yon  much  more  n<iw,  except  it  be  that  we  all  appear 
lo  think  a  great  deal  more  about  thi!<  wi>rtd  than  about  the  next, 
whieh  proves  that  we  are  still  very  f<H>]igh.  I  leave  room  for  some 
others  of  the  family  to  write,  if  they  will. 

Affectionately  yours, 

John  Brown. 
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May  30,  1815. 
Dbab  Son,  —  We&re  at  this  time  all  well,  but  verj  busy  prepar—l 
f   ing  for  shearing.     Have  had  a  tuobI  dreiidrul  frost  over  night,  and  nm  I 
I   afraid  the  whi'nl  is  all  killed.    There  will  be  here  no  nrticli-  nf  fmit.  I 
I  trust  you  will  perform  yoiir  service  with  pniient  spirit,  doing  with-^ 
I    jfowr  might.    The  children  will  write  jou  hereafter. 
Affectionaiel;  joun, 

John  Browit.! 


I 
I 


c  know  whether  V 


rt  hear  from  you 

V  EnglanJ 

?  for  jfiur  bills  at 

1  calculate  for 


Akrok,  Ohio,  Jnne  fl,  1846. 

Dkar  Sok  Ann  Daughtkr,  —  I  wrote  you  some  time  ^nce,  ea- 
cliising  five  doUara ;  hut  neither  of  you  have  let 
Jou  received  it  or  not,  nor  how  mueh  ynu  were  ia 
TwQ  lines  wuuld  have  told  mo  all,  aud  that  yoi 
well.     I  now  cncUiee  you  ten  dollars ;  and  I  want  t 
without  line  momeDt'a  delay,  or  I  cannot  till  I  get  ti 
(possibly).     Say  to  me  how  much  you  must  li 
Austiiihurg  and  expenses  hnck  to  this  place. 
John's  eijtensea  to  Springfield  from  here,  and  will  provide  for  lhat>  _ 
1  hnve  mine  nice  cloth  f<ir  an  entire  suit,  which  I  think  I  had  l)etter  I 
take  for  you  (John)  to  Springfield,  so  that  you  can  have  it  made  up^ 
Ihrre  If  you  have  any  want  of  clothes  before  winter.     We  have  plentjr 
uf  it  ou  hand,  and  it  will  save  paying  out  the  uioney.     Wc  arc  getting 
a  good  pair  of  calfskin  IkmiIs  undo  fur  you.     We  intend  to  take  on 
a  good  supply  of  nice  wcli'mude  shirts,  in  order  to  save  your  paying 
there  for  such  things  more  than  is  indiNjiensable,  and  also  tu  prevent  J 
your  being  delayed  after  you  come  back  here  with  Rath. 

It  ia  barely  possible  that  Jason  and  1  may  come  by  way  of  Aus 
burg.  Wo  expect  to  start  in  a  little  more  Ihiin  a  week  from  thib  1 
If  I  do  not  come  by  your  place  on  my  way,  you  may  look  for  another  I 
letter  bt'fore  I  stArt  for  the  East.  It  may  be  that  some  of  your  billK  I 
nun  lie  unpaid  till  I  C4in  sell  some  of  our  wool,  and  let  you  draw  tmj 
Perkins  &  Brown  at  Springfield  for  the  atiwiunt,  instead  of  makinff  I 
a  remittance  by  mail.  Some  of  your  merchants  or  other  busincoa  I 
men  might  be  glad  to  get  a  small  draft  of  that  kind,  payable  at  sighk  f 
Let  me  know  oil  about  matlere.  All  are  well  liei 
Affectionaiely  yours, 

JOBH  Browk. 

The  letter  above  printed  was  written  to  John  and  Buth 
Brown,  wbu  were  then  at  school,  or  taking  lessons,  in  Aua- 
tinburg,  Ohio.     Their  father  waa  about  removing  t* 


nd  Children. 

8pkinqfieu>,  Sept.  29,  1849. 
Dear  Mart,  — ...  Your  letter  dated  tbe  20tb  wa»  rpc«ived  last 
Diglit,  and  afforded  me  a  rt-al  thuugli  a  muurnful  SHtirfactioD.  That 
joa  bad  received,  nr  were  U>  receive,  a  letter  from  either  Johii  or 
Jaaon  I  whs  in  perfent  ignumtice  uf  till  ;<>u  inftirmed  me ;  and  I  am 
gUd  to  leam  thiit,  n-lii>Il;  uninSueiiced  b;  me,  liie;  have  shiiwii  a 
dispodtion  to  afford  you  the  cimifurt  iu  jour  deep  affliciiou  wbieh  tho 
nataro  of  the  case  would  admit  of.  Nothiag  Is  scarcely  equal  with 
rae  to  tlie  satisraclton  of  seeiug  that  one  portiou  of  my  reuuuuing 
fitmily  are  not  disposed  to  excJude  ^m  their  sytnpathics  aud  their 
warm  affection!!  another  portion.  I  aec«pt  it  as  one  of  the  minit 
grateful  returns  that  can  bs  made  to  me  for  any  care  or  exertion  on 
my  part  to  promote  either  their  preseot  or  their  future  well-being  ; 
and  while  !  am  ahle  to  di-«rover  such  a  feeling,  I  feel  assured  that 
notwithstanding  God  has  elinstised  lis  ofleo  and  sore,  yet  he  has  Dol 
entirely  wittidmwn  himself  from  us  nor  forsaken  us  utterly.  Tbe 
euddcti  uad  drendful  manuor  in  trhiuli  he  has  sccd  fit  to  call  our  dear 
little  Kitty  to  tulce  her  leave  of  us  is,  I  need  not  tell  yun  how  much, 
in  my  mind ;  but  before  Him  I  will  bow  my  head  in  subuiisaion  and 
hold  my  pence.  ...  I  have  sailed  over  a  somewhat  stormy  sea  for 
nearly  half  a  r^ntnry,  and  have  experienced  enough  to  teach  me 
thoroughly  that  I  may  nuwt  rcusonably  buckle  up  aud  be  prepared 
for  tbe  tAinpest.  Mary,  let  us  try  to  mainULiu  a,  cheerful  self-cuiiiiiiand 
while  WB  are  lossiug  up  and  down  ;  and  lei  our  motto  still  he  AotioD, 
Action,  —  as  we  have  but  one  life  to  live. 

Affectionately  yours, 

John  Brown. 

SpRiSGFiEti),  Mass.,  Jsn  6,  1847. 
Dear  daughter  Hitth,  —  Yours  dnted  the  30rh  and  Jason's  dated 
(ho  IGtb  of  December  were  both  received  in  winson,  and  were  very 
gmleful  to  our  feeliugn,  as  wo  are  anxious  to  hear  (rom  home  often, 
and  had  become  very  unenay  before  we  got  word  from  Jason.  Wit 
are  middling  well,  and  very  much  perplexed  with  our  work,  aeoounts. 
and  wirreapoodenoe.  We  expect  now  to  go  home,  ifourliviis  and 
health  are  spared,  next  month,  and  we  feel  rejoieed  thai  the  lime  is 
so  near  when  we  hope  to  meet  you  all  once  more.  Sometinies  my 
imngiuition  follows  those  of  my  bmily  who  have  passed  behind  the 
ttcenca;  and  I  would  almost  rejtiice  to  be  pennitted  to  maVe  them  a 
personal  visit.  I  have  outlived  nearly  half  of  all  iny  n 
ily.  and  I  ought  to  renlize  that  iu  any  event  a  large  pmportloQ  of  my 
Journey  is  tRivell«<d  o 
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Yoa  n&y  tbul  you  would  like  \eTy  much  to  bave  a  letter  from  tne, 
witli  as  mucb  good  adcice  as  I  will  give.  Well,  what  du  ;ou  sup- 
piiMi  1  fed  most  anxious  fur  iu  rcgitrd  to  yourself  and  all  nt  home  f 
Wi>uld  yoa  believe  that  I  ever  had  auy  such  care  on  my  minil  about 
them  as  we  read  that  Job  had  about  bis  family  (uol  that  I  w 
ever  llunk  to  compare  myself  nith  Job)  f  Would  you  believe 
Ihf?  long  Btory  would  be  that  ye  »tn  not,  that  you  fonii  no  foolisb 
aitachinouts,  iiud  that  you  Ih'  uot  n  cdmpnuiou  uf  fools  t 
Your  iifft-Gtiouate  father, 

John  lliiowN.  i 


SpntsofiELD,  March  IS.  1S47. 
Dear  son  Johh,  —  Yimra  dated  Feb.  STili  I  this  day  received, 
[t  was  written  about  the  sumo  tiuiu  1  reached  i1iia  pluee  agiiiL.     I 
am  glad  to  leam  that  you  are  relieved  iu  a  giMid  iiieiauro  from  another 
season  of  suffering.    Hope  you  will  make  tliu  right  inijirovem^nt  of  I 
it.     I  have  been  here  nearly  two  weeks,     Have  Captain  Spencer, 
Freeman,  the  Hndsuns,  together  with  Sehleivinger  and  Ramsden,  all  i 
helping  me  again.     Have  turned  about  fuur  thousand  doUars'  wortK-J 
gf  wool  into  cash  ainco  I  returneil ;  »hall  prebably  make  it  up  to  J 
eevtm  tbuusaud  by  tbo  IGth.     gold  Musgrave  the  James  Wallace  lot] 
yestLTdny  for  fifty-eight  eeuts  all  r<)uud.     Hope  to  get  pretty  mu 
through  by  the  middle  of  April.     Have  paid  your  ucvount  for  t 
"  Ciilriuaati  Weekly  Ilcratd  and  Pbilantliropist,"  together  willi  ti 
ijollars  for  one  year's  subflcription  to  "National  Era,"  being  in  a 
three  dollars.     I  should  have  directeJ  to  have  the  "  National  Em  " 
aenl  you  at  Aastinburg,  lint  cimld  not  eerlainly  know  as  jou  v 
be  there  tn  take  it.     You  had  better  direct  to  have  it  sent  te 
there.     I  now  intend  tti  send  Ruth  on  ngain  Boon  after  my  re 
JasoD  writes  on  the  3d  that  all  are  well  nt  home.     I  feci  better  ihaR*! 
when  I  loft  home,  and  send  inj  health  to  all  in  and  about  Austiuburg 
Yours  affectionately, 

JoitK  Bbowx.  I 


SfBrNoriEi.n,  Mass.,  April  12,  1S47. 
Dear  son  John,  —  Vnuis  of  the  5tb  is  just  received.     I  was  vety 
I  gliul  to  lenm  by  it  that  yon  wt^re  then  well.     I  had  began  to  ft«L 
[  itnxiona,  not  heariniic  for  so  long  a  time  sinee  you  wrote,  that  you 
were  unwell.     My  own  health  is  middlinj;  giH>d  ;  and  I  lenm  that  ■! 
all  at  home  were  well  a  few  days  siuee.     1  enclose  ten  dollars;  and  A 
L   I  must  say  that  when  you  coniinuo  to  make  IKiiBFISITF  apptica?  J 

tiuns  for  money,  without  giving  ine.the  least  Idea  of  ilie  nminmt 
I  need,  after  1  have  before  wrmplained  of  the  Mme  thing,  —  namely,.^ 


- 
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your  not  H-lling  me  frankly  how  much  yon  need,  —  ii  mukM  ire  fwl 
injured.  Suffice  it  to  Buy  that  it  alwHyR  nfforilii  ine  the  grcjiteflt 
pIciEMure  to  assitFt  you  when  I  ran;  but  if  you  want  five,  ten,  iwenly, 
or  BIty  dullare,  why  not  say  to,  Hud  then  let  me  b«l[>  ynu  bo  br  as  I 
am  itbleT  It  places  iii«  in  An  awkward  &c-  I  am  inuch  more  will- 
ing to  eeitd  you  all  you  aciiiaJly  ueed  (if  in  my  ]ioirer),  than  tu  send 
any  when  you  do  uot  telt  what  your  wants  reijuire. 

1  du  Dot  now  see  how  we  oould  make  the  exchange  Mr.  Walker 
propuges  in  regiinl  to  sheep,  but  should  suppose  it  might  he  doue  to 
his  miml  somewhere  in  our  dirertiou.  I  slxiuld  think  your  hruiher 
student  might  pay  the  postage  of  a  letter  ordering  the  "  Er»"  to  yon 
at  Austinburg  till  the  year  expii'cs.  I  have  ten  tiiiies  as  many  papen 
as  I  CAn  read.  Have  got  on  middling  welt,  since  I  wrote  yuu,  with 
the  WDot-tnide,  and  mean  to  return  ehonly,  nod  send  Ruth  lo  Austin- 
burg.  Do  not  see  how  to  lake  time  to  give  you  further  particnlars 
now,  having  Eo  much  every  hour  to  attend  to.  Write  me  on  receipt 
of  this.  Will  send  yon  a  Steubeuville  report. 
Aflcctionalaly  yonr  father, 

JoKS  Browk. 

P.  S.     Had  I  sent  yon  twenty  dollars,  yoo  deprive  me  of  the  eom- 
fbrt  of  knowing  that  your  wishes  have  been  at  tUl  complied  with. 


Aebok,  July  9,  1S17. 
Deab  80S  John,  —  1  wrote  you  yesterday  to  urge  your  coming 
here  to  keep  up  the  family  fiir  a  few  months,  as  I  knew  of  no  way  to 
provide  for  Jason  or  Owen's  board  ;  but  that  matter  is  all  got  over, 
and  the  probability  is  tliat  Jason  will  have  a  wife  as  soon  as  you. 
We  mean  to  have  ilie  business  doue  up  before  we  leave,  so  as  to 
have  DO  breaking  np  of  the  lamily  here.  I  would  now  say  that  if 
yon  can  get  ready  nod  meet  us  at  Bu&Io  ou  the  14th  or  l.'itb,  we 
slmll  be  glad  to  have  you  go  on  with  us.  1  would  he  willing  to 
delay  for  a  day  or  more  iu  order  to  bring  tt  about.  It  would  seem  us 
though  you  might  bring  it  about  by  that  time,  so  early  as  to  get  here 
on  the  16lh,  as  you  wrote.  As  matters  now  stand,  I  feel  very  anx- 
ions  tn  have  you  go  on  with  us,  —  and  portly  on  Frederick's  amonnl. 
I  sent  yon  yesterday  a  oertiEicnte  of  deposit  for  fifty  dollars,  directed  to 
Vernon,  care  of  Miss  Wealthy  Hotelikiss.*  Should  it  so  happen  that 
you  get  to  Bnflalo  before  we  do,  wait  for  us  at  Bennett's  Hole! ;  or 
wB  will  wait  for  yon  awhile.  Imiuire  for  n»  at  Bennelt's,  or  of  George 
Palmer,   Ef«i.     If  you  get  this  in  season,  you   may  perhaps  get  to 


'  Soon  tQ  be  Un.  Jotm  Brown,  Jr. 


1851-1  FAMILY   COUNSELS  AND   HOME   LIFE. 

Buffnlu  before  wc  can.    Mary  ie  etill  quite  feeble.    Frederick  appean  fl 
I   to  be  t^uite  M  well  aa  when  ;<iu  left.     Sny  M  Buth  I  remember  ber. 
AffecMouately  yiiura, 

John  Browm.  \ 

SFHINCriELO,  Sept.  1,  IS17. 

Dp.AB  DACOHTEK  RtTTH,  —  I  bavp  not  heard  from  you  elnee  Joha 

left  to  come  on  here ;  and  I  can  assure  you  il  is  not  for  w 

,    eet  in  yonr  welfare  that  I  have  so  long  delayed  writing  you.     We 

,  over  the  tedioua  job  of  novitig  as  well  as  we  ootild  expect,  and 
have  both  families  comfortably  fixed.  Frederick  ban  been  undnr  th« 
Ii^atinont  of  one  of  the  moel  celebrated  pbysieiana  in  Maasaehuselts, 
and  fur  mine  part  of  the  time  has  appeared  to  be  as  well  aa  ever,  bat 
hna  out  appeareil  so  well  for  a  few  dnj's  past.  Your  mother  is  quite 
nnivell  with  a  bilious  fever,  and  has  been  so  for  a  day  or  iwo.  We 
think  she  ill  duiog  well  now,  and  hope  she  will  get  around  Boodi 
We  have  almost  all  of  iiv  complained  more  or  less  since  we  got  oil 
here.  We  huvo  heard  from  Akron  every  few  days  since  we  came  on. 
All  were  well  there  a  abort  time  since. 

Our  business  here  seems  to  go  on  middling  well,  and  should  noth- 
ing befikll  me  I  hope  to  see  yon  about  the  hist  of  this  month  or  early 
next,  John  says  he  will  write  yoo  soon.  I  supposed  he  had  done 
so  before  this,  until  now.  Wo  are  very  bnsy,  aod  sapptwe  we  are 
likely  to  be  fur  the  present.     Wo  eipeot  yon  to  write  na  how  you  get 

Affeotionately  yonrs, 

John  Browk, 

Vbrkon,  Oneiha  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Harch  at,  1S61. 
Dkar  RON  John,  —  f  now  enclose  draft  on  New  York  for  fifty 
dollurs,  which  I  think  you  can  dispose  of  to  some  of  the  merchants 
for  a  premium  at  this  time  iu  the  season.  I  shall  pay  you  the  bnl- 
Mice  aa  soon  as  I  can ;  bnt  it  may  be  out  of  my  power  until  after  we 
sell  our  wool,  whiuh  I  think  there  is  a  prospect  now  of  doing  early. 
I  hiipe  to  get  through  here  so  as  to  be  on  mtr  way  n^'ain  to  Ohio  be- 
fore the  week  closes,  but  want  you  and  Jason  both  tu  hold  ou  and 
take  the  beet  possible  care  of  the  flock  until  1  do  get  on.  at  any  rate, 
1  wrote  you  last  week  that  the  family  is  on  the  road :  the  boys  we 
driving  on  the  cattle,  and  my  wife  and  the  little  girls  a«  at  Oneidft 
Depot,  wiuting  for  me  to  go  no  with  them.' 

Your  affectionate  father, 


'  The  family  were  removing  from  North 
■nd  hsr  hniband,  Henry  Thompson,  in  the  Adirondac 


Jo  ax  Bkowif.    ,^^^1 
Elba  to  Akmn.  leaving  Rutb     ^^^| 
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To  Am  Wife. 

BosTOjt,  UiBa.,  Deo.  23,  IMl.  - 
Deak  Makt,  —  ...  There  ia  an  unasiial  aiDomit  of  very  inter- 
ratinf;  lliingn  buppeuiog  in  thia  sdJ  uther  cuuniries  at  present,  and  no 
one  nui  ftireai'C-  wbat  in  jet  Ui  roUotr-  The  great  exeitement  pn>- 
ilucod  b;  the  couiiug  of  Koftsutb,  and  the  last  neirs  of  a  new  rcvututioa 
ill  Fmuce,  with  the  pronpect  that  all  Europe  will  soou  agHin  be  iu  ii 
bkxe,  »eeiuB  to  bave  taki-n  all  b;  surprise.  1  have  onl;  tn  aa;  in 
Tpgiird  ti>  those  things,  !  r^oJc«  in  them,  from  the  full  belief  that  God 
i*  carrying  out  his  eternal  purpose  iu  ihem  alL  I  hope  the  beys 
will  be  particulurty  careful  to  have  nu  waste  uf  fe^  of  any  kind,  for 
I  aiu  strongly  impressed  with  the  ideu  that  a  lung,  severe  winter  is 

Tliia  letter  shows  how  closely  Brown  attended  to  polities 
in  Europe  aa  well  as  in  America,  notwithstaiidiug  his  la- 
tx»rioU8  life  and  the  urgency  of  his  private  affairs.  The 
"  new  revolution  in  France  "  was  the  coMp  d'etat  of  Louis 
Napoleon,  which  happened  in  this  month  of  December, 
1851.  At  the  same  time  the  Hungarian  ))atriot  Kossuth 
was  exciting  great  enthusiasm  in  Massachusetts  and  the 
Northern  States  in  general ;  Charles  Sumner  was  celebrat- 
ing him  in  an  eloquent  speech  at  Washington  ;  Emerson  at 
Concord  was  bidding  him  welcome  to  the  historic  battle- 
ground there  i  and  Theodore  Parker,  in  bis  Boston  pulpit, 
was  preaching  in  behalf  of  Hungarian  independence.  The 
friends  of  Brown,  on  whom  he  relied  in  later  years,  were 
singularly  in  accord  with  him  in  1851.  though  neither  Emer- 
son nor  Parker  nor  Sumner  had  then  seen  Brown.  I  waa 
then  a  atiidi'nt  at  Exeter,  preparing  for  Harvard  College, 
and  I  remember  the  interest  that  Kossuth  aroused  there. 
An  old  lady  with  whom  I  sometimes  took  tea,  and  with 
whom  in  her  youth  Daniel  Webster  had  taken  tea  when  a 
Htudent  at  Exeter  fifty.five  years  before,  used  to  divide  the 
talk  at  her  little  round  tea-table  between  anecdotes  of  Web- 
ster (whom  she  admired  for  his  beauty  and  eloquence,  but 
abhorred  for  his  betrayal  of  the  Northern  cause)  and  enlogies 
of  Kossuth,  Snmner,  Garrison,  and  the  other  friends  of  free- 
dom in  Europe  and  America.  While  Miss  Betsey  Clifford 
thus  manifested  her  enthusiaem  at  the  age  of  seventy,  her 
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youDg  guest  at  the  age  of  twenty  was  publishiug  verses  ad- 
dressed to  KoaButh  in  praise  and  to  Webster  in  eensuie  of 
their  public  action.  But  the  pithy  comment  of  John  Brown 
—  "  God  ia  carrying  out  his  eternal  purpose  in  them  all "  — 
was  as  profitiible  an  utterance  as  that  of  any  scholar  or 
Btiitesmau  of  that  period.  He  belonged  to  the  school  of  the 
(trophets,  though  a  herdsinau  like  Amos  the  Hebrew  and 
the  Arabian  seer.  I  have  been  able  to  find  but  few  of  J 
Brown's  letters  in  the  years  1850-51,  when  the  first  general  1 
agitation  against  the  aggression  of  Southern  slaveholders  1 
took  place  in  the  North ;  nor  do  his  earlier  letters  contain  , 
much  allnsion  to  the  antislavery  cmaade  of  Garrison,  Gerrit 
Smith,  Arthur  Tappan,  TVeudell  Phillips,  and  the  other 
emancipationists.  But  he  took  the  warmest  interest  ia 
these  discussions  from  the  first,  and  like  Garrison  and  hia 
associates  early  declared  against  the  colon izati on ists,  who 
would  send  the  free  negroes  away  to  Liberia.  Milton  Lusk, 
Brown's  brother- in  daw,  already  quoted,  has  given  me  some 
details  of  antislavery  action  at  Hudson  fifty  years  ago.  At 
that  time  Rev.  Charles  B.  Storrs,  a  devoted  antislavery  man, 
was  at  tbe  head  of  the  Western  Reserve  College  in  Hudson, 
and  a  communicant,  if  not  pa.stor,  of  a  Congregational  church 
there.  In  that  to  which  Mr.  Lusk  belonged  it  had  been 
ouBtomary  before  1S3S  to  take  up  a  collection  occasionally 
for  the  cause  of  colonization,  which  was  advocated  from  the  | 
poilpit  by  agents  of  the  Colonization  Society.  On  one  of 
these  occasions  "Brother  Lusk"  was  asked  to  take  up  the 
collection  as  usual,  but  reFuseth  His  pastor  earnestly  ques- 
tioned him  why ;  whereupon  Milton  Lusk  showed  tho  cleiv  , 
gyman  a  speech  or  letter  of  Chief-Justice  Marshall,  in 
vrhicL  colonization  was  advocated  aa  a  relief  to  the  Virginia 
slaveholders,  by  removing  the  troublesome  class  o£  the  free 
negroes  from  the  State.  "If  that  is  genuine."  argued  Mr. 
Lusk,  "then  the  slaveholders  are  asked  to  give  money  for 
colonization  to  protect  slavery;  while  we  are  asked  for 
money  to  remove  slavery  by  colonization.  H  our  contri- 
butions go  into  the  same  fund,  I  for  one  will  never  help 
to  raise  another  dollar."  The  pastor  could  not  deny  the 
premises  of  his  parishioner,  and  was  forced  to  accept  his 
ooDclusion;   but  not  long  afterward  Milton  Lusk  was  ex- 


LIFE  AND  LETTERS  OF  JOHN  BROWN. 

communicated  for  various  errors  of  opinion,  amoog  which 
the  colonization  iccident  was  not  quite  forgotten.' 


Trot.  N.  Y.,  Jan.  S3.  1852. 

Dear  ChilRRES,  —  I  returned  here  on  the  evening  of  the  IShh 
iost.,  having  \vA  Akron  on  tlie  14th,  the  diite  of  your  lellcr  to  Jobn. 
I  was  very  glad  to  hear  Mvm  yon  again  in  that  waj,  not  having  n~ 
cdved  anything  from  you  while  at  home.  I  left  all  in  asual  health, 
and  aa  comfortahle  as  could  be  expected;  but  am  nfHicted  with  you 
on  acoonnt  of  your  littlo  l>oy.  Hope  to  hear  hy  retam  miul  that  ygo 
are  lU  well.  As  in  this  tronble  you  are  only  tasting  of  ft  rup  1  have 
had  to  drink  deeply,  and  very  often,  1  need  not  tell  you  bow  fully  I 
can  syrapaihize  with  yoii  in  your  aniieiy.  .  .  . 

How  long  we  shall  cdotinne  here  is  lieyond  our  ability  to  foresee, 
hut  think  it  very  probable  that  if  you  write  us  hy  return  mail  we 
shall  get  your  letter.  Something  may  poesibly  happen  that  may 
eniilile  us  (or  one  of  us)  to  go  and  see  you,  but  do  not  look  for  ne.  I 
ehnuM  feel  it  a  great  privilege  if  I  oonld.  We  seem  to  be  getting 
along  well  with  our  biisineBs  bo  for,  bat  pnigress  miserably  slow. 
My  journpyB  back  and  forth  this  winter  have  been  very  tedious.  If 
yna  find  it  difficult  ftrt  you  to  pay  for  Douglass'  paper,  I  wish  you 
would  let  me  know,  aa  1  know  I  took  liberty  in  ordering  il  uoutin- 
ued.  You  huve  been  very  kind  in  helping  mo,  and  I  do  not  mean 
to  make  myself  a'  burden. 

Your  affeotionate  father, 

John  Brown. 


^^L  Virgin  in 

^^B         the  eont 
^^L      nothing 


Akron,  Onto,  March  20,  1SG3. 
Dear  Chiu^ren',  —  I  ivach^d  homo  on  the  16th  at  evening,  meet- 
ing with  father  on  the  way,  who  went  houe  with  me  and  left  ns 
yesterday;  he  kept  me  so  busied  that  I  had  no  lime  to  wrile  yon 
yesterday.  I  found  all  in  usual  health  but  Frederick,  who  has  one 
of  his  poor  tums  again  ;  it  is  not  severe,  and  we  hope  will  not  lie  bo. 
I  now  enclose  the  Flanders  lease.  You  will  discover  that  the  bar- 
gain I  had  with  him  for  the  second  year  is  simply  an  extousion  of  the 

1  "'1  threw  down  ,Tudgc  Marshall's  «pe«ch  and  stamped  onit,'aHid  Hil- 
ton Lusk.  '  Wliy,  MilMn,  what  ails  yon  1 '  said  my  gistcr.  I  told  her  I 
hod  got  through  raising  money  for  colonUHtion.  I  asked  our  BiiDister  if 
contribntioDB  here  in  Ohio  went  into  the  same  chest  with  those  from 
Virginia,  where  men  sold  alaTes  ntid  put  a  part  of  the  pirrhnse-money  into 
the  eontribution-box  T  He  said  he  inpposed  so.  Then,  I  said,  I  could  have 
do  with  it," 
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time  mode  on  the  back  of  it,  enccpt  thai  fur  tho  last  year  I  was  to    I 
pay  tbe  taxes.     Owen  says  ho  thiuks  the  tooth  foil  itut  ufthe  harrow 
while  lying  on  a  pile  of  slicks  and  old  buarda  Dear  the  ouracr  uf  the    I 
barn,  between  thai  and  the  hoase ;  and  timt  if  you  do  nut  find  it    i 
siKong  tho  rubbish,  nor  in  ttie  house  or  bam,  —  over  the  door  from  j 
the  barn  into  the  bark  shed,  —  he  cannot  tell  where  It  will  l>e  found. 
Expectiiig  to  hear  from  you  again  soou, 
^^_.  1  remain  your  affocIioDute  father, 

^^L  John  Browk. 

^V  Akbo\,  Ohio.  May  11,  1852. 

^H      Deab  Cbildren,  —  I  have  a  great  deal  to  write,  and  but  very 

^H  little  time  in  which  to  do  it.     A  letter  waa  received  fmm  jou,  whieh 

^^^  Salmon  put  in  his  pocket  before  It  had  been  opened,  and  lost  it,    This 

^^Kfiieved  me  very  much  iodeed;  I  could  hardly  be  reoonoiled  to  it. 

^^K'We  have  been  having  the  meaalca,  and  now  have  the  whooping- 

^^Feuugh  among  the  children  very  bad.     Your  mother  was  confined  by 

^^  '  the  birth  of  the  largest  and  Etrougeet  boy  ahe  ever  hod  two  weeks 

■go,  ttnd  has  got  along  welt  mnsiderlng  all  our  difficulties.     The 

little  one  took  the   tneaslcs,  and  was  very  siok,  and  has  now  the 

whooping-cough  eo  bad  that  we  expect  to  lose  him ;    we  thought 

»hini  dying  for  suaie  time  last  night.  Atinie  and  Sarah  eougli  badly ; 
Oliver  is  getting  over  it.  Our  little  one  has  dark  hair  and  cyea  like 
'Watson's  ;  notwithstanding  our  large  number,  we  are  very  annious  to 
ntnin  hhn. 

Jaaon  and  Owen  have  gone  on  to  a  large  farm  of  Mr.  Perkins  over 
in  Talmndge.     Frederirk  is  with  us,  aud  is  jiretty  well.     The  fiunily 
of  Mr.  Perkins  have  the  whoopiug-eoagh,  and  have  had  the  measles. 
r  They  have  another   son,  a  few  days  older  than  ours.     Our  othor 

■  friends  are  well,  so  far  as  we  know-  Father  was  with  tis,  qaite  well, 
[  Jt  few  days  ago.  We  bave  hod  so  much  rain  that  we  eonld  do  but 
L'Kltle  towards  spring  erops.  Hove  planted  our  potatoes.  The  grass 
Kle  fbrtftinl ;   great  prospect  of  apples  and  cherries,  but  no  pcHphea 

■  BCHTcety.     Have  twelve  of  the  finest  calves  I  ever  saw.    Our  Tniy 
l  went  in  our  favor,  but  not  1o  the  esleut  that  it  ought.     I 

■  kave  bought  out  the  inten'ste  of  Jason  and  Owen  in   the  lot-  wo 

ft  of  Mr.  Smilh,  on  whieh,  I  suppose,  you  (ire  living  be(<>re  this, 
can  send  you  no  more  now  than  my  eamejt  wishes  for  your 
Igood,  and  my  request  that  as  soon  as  yon  c«n  you  send  me  ihn 
PBubsiAnce  of  your  last  letter,  with  such  additions  as  yon  may  be  able 
I  to  make. 

Your  uffeetionalo  father, 

John  Browk. 
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Ajcboh,  Ohio,  July  20,  IS52. 

Deab  BOK  John,  —  I  wrote  yon  a  few  days  before  the  death  of 
uut  iDluDt  t«D,  Baying  we  expected  to  lose  biin ;  sinue  then  we  have 
mtni'  of  DB  been  sick  i!oiiglaiitly.  The  measles  aad  wh Doping- poagh 
wont  so  hani  with  Sarah  that  we  were  quit*  amctouB  on  her  aecuant, 
bal  WOTe  much  wore  alanoed  on  awonut  of  my  wife,  who  was  taken 
with  bleeding  at  the  lungs  two  or  three  days  after  the  death  of  her 
child.  She  was  jiretty  innch  confined  to  her  bed  for  some  weeks,  and 
snfftTed  a,  gcmd  deal  ofpoio,  bat  is  now  much  more  eomK^rtable,  and 
ahlp  to  be  anmnd.  About  the  time  she  got  abont  I  wiw  taken  with 
fever  aud  sgiio,  find  am  unable  to  do  much  dow,  but  have  gut  the 
aliakeii  sUipped  for  the  prt^sent.  The  olmuBt  constant  wet  weathfir 
put  iiB  back  very  much  abont  oar  crops,  and  prercntcd  oar  getting  in 
niuuh  com.  What  wp  have  is  promiging.  Onr  wheat  ie  a  very  good 
(|ilaUty,  but  the  crop  is  ijuit«  moderate.  Our  grass  in  good,  and  we 
have  a  gotid  deal  secured.  We  .shall  probably  finish  harvesting 
wheat  to-iluy.  Polatites  promise  well.  Sheep  and  cattle  are  doiug 
well ;  and  1  would  most  gladly  be  able  to  add  that  in  wiiidom  and 
good  morals  we  are  (iH  Improviug.  The  boys  hare  done  rpmarkably 
well  about  the  work  ;  I  wish  I  could  ace  them  manifest  an  equal 
regard  for  their  fiiture  well-iieiiig.  Blindness  has  hap[>ened  to  ns  in 
that  which  is  of  most  importunce. 

We  arc  at  a  loss  for  a  reawiu  that  wp  do  not  hear  a  word  from  you. 
The  friends  nre  well,  so  far  as  1  know.  Heard  lh>ia  Henry  and  Kuth 
tt  few  duys  since. 

Tour  afiectionute  futlier, 

John  Bkown. 


Akron,  Onto,  Aug.  S,  1852. 
Dbak  B05  Jobs,  —  I  had  just  written  a  short  letter  to  you,  di- 
rected and  Healed  it,  when  I  got  yonis  of  the  1st  instant.  1  am  glad 
ti)  licnr  friim  y«n  again,  and  had  lH?en  writing  that  I  could  nol  re 
mcniljcr  bearing  anything  fmra  you  since  early  last  spring.  I  air 
pretty  much  hud  up  with  the  ague,  and  baTe  been  fur  more  than  a 
month.  The  family  are  about  in  their  usual  health.  Your  mother 
'»  not  well,  but  is  about  the  house  at  work.  The  other  friends  arc 
well,  Bit  far  ns  1  know.  After  something  of  a  drouth,  the  weather 
ha*  become  very  unslrady ;  yet  we  have  not  bad  a  great  amount  of 
rain.  We  get  a  little  so  oflen  that  we  progress  slowly  with  our  hay- 
ing, of  whioli  we  have  yet  considerable  to  do;  we  have  abo  some 
latn  oata  tii  cut,  Have  our  wheat  secured.  Our  com  we  bad  lo 
plant  over  once ;  it  now  looks  promising.  The  prospect,  for  polatoes, 
dnee  the  rains  have  begun  to  come,  is  good.     Our  sheep  and  catUe 
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L  are  dding  woJl ;  we  think  of  taking  some  to  ClDVeUinJ  to  ahiiii 
PHave  not  henni  from  Heory  and  Rutb  since  JuoeSfi,  wIicd  ibe;  wui 
I  xreil.  Mr.  Ely  of  Boetna  wiiles  us  that  oiir  trial  thero  wiU  cnme  < 
f  about  the  21flt  Septeuiber,  and  thai  we  uiusl  then  be  ready.  He  Eajs  I 
Mr.  Beebe  bad  not  returned  fnim  Europe  July  24,  but  is  eii>«Qtcd  F 
this  month.  We  want  you  without  fail  to  have  your  buHineSB  b 
arranged  that  you  can  go  on  and  be  there  by  that  date,  as  we  cunna 

I  do  without  you  at  all.     We  have  not  yd  sold  our  wool.     I  hope 
your  com  and  oate  will  recover;  ours  that  was  blown  down  laet  year 
did  in  a  good  measure. 
One  word  in  regard  to  the  religiuuB  belief  of  yourself,  and  tlie  ideu 
of  several  of  my  oUildren.     My  affections  are  too  dcep-roolod  ti 
alienated  from  them ;  but  "  my  gray  hairs  must  go  down  in  sui 
to  the  grave"  nnlesa  the  tnio  God  furgive  their  denial  and  rejectioo  J 
of  him,  and  open  their  eyes.     I  am  perfectly  cnusfiniiB  that  their  J 
Byea  ore  blinded  to  the  real  truth,  their  inluds  prejudiced  by  hearts   ] 
nnrecoDcilei]  to  tboir  Maker  and  Judge ;  aud  that  thoy  have  no  ri|;hi  j 
Sppreciutlon  of  his  true  character,  nor  of  ihirlr  own.     "  A  detvived   ] 
loart  bath  turned  thorn  aside."    That  Uod  in  iniiuite  mercy,  fur  j 
Christ's  sake,  may  grant  to  you  and  Wealthy,  and  to  uiy  other  ohjl-   j 
^dren,  "eyes  to  see,"  is  the  most  earnest  and  constant  prayer  of 
Your  affecUouale  fiitber, 
John  Bbowm.  ' 
AKfioN,  Ohio,  Aug,  10,  1S52. 
Dear  Ruth, — Your  letter  to  mother  and  children  is  lliis  da^f 
received.     Vie  are  always  glad  to  hear  from  you,   and  are  mueh 
pleased  with  the  numerous  particulars  your  letters  contain.     I  have 
had  a  return  of  the  ague  (rather  severe),  so  that  I  ain  pretty  much   , 
Llud  up,  and  not  good  for  much  anyway;  ain  now  nsingmeat 
Kinreak  it  up  again.     Your  mother  is  still  more  or  leas  troubled  with   1 
L'faer  difficulties,  but  is  nble  to  kM>p  nbont  and  Ncpomplish  a  good  denl,    ] 
K^be  reinaiuder  of  the  family  (and  friends,  so  far  as  I  know)  are  quite 
ftlpell.     We  are  getting  nearly  through  haying  nod  harvest.     Our  hny 
f  crop  is  most  abunchint ;  and  we  have  lately  had  frcf|iient  little  minB, 
twhinh  for  the  present  relieves  us  from  our  fears  of  a  lerrible  drouth. 
We  are  much  rejoiced  to  learn  that  Owl  In  roen^y  has  given  yon  soiiio 
oous  showers.     It  is  a  great  mercy  to  us  that  we  frequently  are 
i>  understand  most  thoroughly  our  »l)»o]uie  dqionilence  on  » 
ir  quite  above  onrwlvca.     How  blessed  are  all  whose  hearts  and 
oondoct  do  not  set  them  at  variance  with  that  p<>wrr!     Why  will  not    j 
nf  bmil^  endeavor  to  secure  hu  luvor,  and  to  effect  in  the  ofw  otUjf 
vny  h  peribot  TecADoiliation  T 


152  LIFE   AND   LETTERS  OF   JOIIN   BROWN.  [lesa. 

The  care  have  becu  riinning  regularly  from  Akron  to  ClevpUad 
since  Juljr  5,  lui  that  ihtro  is  uow  HtoaiQ  nipveyaace  fmin  Akron  to 
Westport.  This  Lh  h  ^n-al  comfort,  as  it  reducra  the  journey  to  such 
a  triflisg  aflair.  \V<'  :ire  uiakiDg  a  little  preparntiou  for  the  Ohio 
State  Fair  at  Clevchtml,  on  ISth,  16th,  17th  Septi-mber  dcsi,  und 
think  we  shall  exiiibit  mtae  oaMle  and  niieep.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Per- 
kiDB  have  hei'ii  iiway  at  '^' —  «--'-  '  f  about  three  weeks,  Mr. 
Perkins  la  away  for  h  grca  ime.     Wo  are  quite  ohiiged 

to  our  friend  Mrs.  Di<'ks4.iii  ng  us ;  are  glad  she  is  with 

you,  aud  hope  you  will  do  making  hi^r  home  with  you 

happy  on  our  account,  as  aspect  her,  and  fecliiuite  au 

interest  in  her  widfaro. 

Our  Oliver  has  bppn  ape  uo  mouths  past  in  hog».     1 

think  he  will  pruhalily  wiui  ii,  Hud  maybe  got  the  inter- 

est of  his  uiuney.     Frederii  i  sheep  mostly,  sod  butchers 

mutton  for  thf  iwn  faini!ii'&.  ..[.v'riitoa  on  the  farm.     Sahodn 

is  chief  captain  oTcr  the  cows,  calves,  etc.,  and  he  has  them  all  to 
shiue.  Jason  and  Owen  appear  f>  be  getting  along  with  tlieir  farm- 
ing middling  well.  The  prospect  now  is  tliat  tlic  potato  crop  will  he 
full  middling  good.  Annie  and  Sarah  go  Ui  scliooL  Annie  has  be- 
come a  very  orrect  reader.  Sarah  goes  singing  about  as  easy  as  an 
old  shoe.  Edward  still  continues  in  California.  Father  is  carrying  on 
his  little  farming  on  his  owu  hook  still,  and  seems  to  succeed  very 
well.  I  am  much  gratified  to  have  him  able  to  do  so,  and  ho  seems 
to  enjoy  it  quite  as  much  as  ever  he  did.'  I  have  now  written  about 
all  1  can  well  think  of  for  this  time. 

Your  affectionate  father,  John  Brown. 

Akbon,  Ohio,  Sept  21,  1852. 
Dear  son  John,  —  I  now  enclose  five  dollars  to  pay  you  for  the 
expense  of  your  trip  to  Cleveland  as  near  as  I  can.  I  would  have 
given  you  more  at  Cleveland  had  I  met  witli  Mr.  Perkins  in  season 
after  you  concluded  U>  leave.  We  will  liereaflrr  ammgc  about  your 
time  so  as  to  make  that  satisfiictory.  We  drew  three  second  pre- 
miums at  the  fair,  but  no  first  premium.  Our  bull  —  by  far  the  most 
extnordinary  animal  we  have  ^  got  no  preinium  at  all.  We  heard 
a  very  strong  expression  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  award  on  Devon 
bulls  from  numerous  strangers,  as  well  as  from  many  good  judges  of 
our  acquaintance,  before  we  lefl  the  ground.  We  received  a  firet ' 
premium  on  a  yearling  buck,  and  he  nas  the  meanest  sheep  of  four- 
teen that  we  exiiibitcd ;  we  got  uo  other  premium  on  sheep. 

•  Owpn  Brown  wns  now  pijfhty-onc  yMTS  old.  Kdwnrd  wsa  hia  youngtat 
son.     Sarah  was  John  Brown's  daughter,  at  this  time  six  years  old. 
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Akbon,  Ohio,  Sept.  34,  18G3. 

Deab  Cbildben,  —  We  received  Ruth'i  letter  of  the  3lBt  August 
•  few  daje  before  our  State  fair  at  Clevclaud,  whiuh  came  off  on  the 
IjSth,  16th,  and  17th  iostaDt.  Johu  and  myself  expected  to  go  from 
there  to  Boston,  and  John  came  on  to  Cleveland  for  that  purpose; 
bnt  Just  then  we  learned  that  our  trial  would  not  come  on  uolil 
November  next.  I  maj  leave  to  go  on  to  Bunton  before  November, 
bot  namiot  taj  now.  We  got  four  premiums  ou  cattle  aad  eheep  at 
the  bit,  — two  of  ten  dullais  each,  one  of  fifteen  dollars,  and  one  of 
tweMy-Ove  dollars.  The  Perkinses  were  much  pleased  with  the 
show  of  stock  we  had  to  make,  but  felt,  as  many  tithers  did,  that 
great  injnstioe  was  done  in  not  giving  ns  but  one  first  premium,  and 
that  on  our  poorest  buck  exhibited.  The  premiums  were  paid  in 
^vercnps,  goblets,  etc.,  and  are  of  little  use,  exoept  for  mere  show. 
AU  the  Mends  were  well  at  the  time  of  the  fair,  and  a  large  port40D 
of  them  on  the  ghow-grouod,  —  fiither  among  the  rest.  It  was  sup- 
posed  to  be  the  greatest  exhibition  ever  had  in  the  Western  States,  &r 
exoeeding  those  of  the  State  of  New  York  ;  but  a  vast  inajorit;  of 
those  who  were  at  much  pains  and  cost  to  exhibit  their  stock  and 
(Aher  things  went  awaj  disappointed  of  anj  premiums.  This  is  a 
mortifying  reflection. 

We  are  busy  taking  wire  of  <mr  potatoes  and  apples,  and  preparing 
to  sow  oar  grain.    I  have  had  no  shake  of  ague  for  some  time,  but 
am  not  strong.    The  fomily  are  in  usual  health.     Write  again. 
Yuur  affectionate  flttber, 

John  Browk. 

To  Am  Wife. 

Boston,  Hass.,  Jan,  16,  IBGS. 
Deab  Wdt,  — I  have  the  antisfawion  to  say  that  we  have  at  last 
got  to  tiial.  and  I  now  hope  that  a  little  more  than  another  week  will 
terminate  it.  Up  to  this  time  our  prospects  appear  favorable.  ...  I 
have  no  word  for  the  boys,  except  to  suy  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  tbey 
tn  doing  Ml  well,  and  that  every  day  increases  my  anxiety  that  they 
all  will  decide  to  be  wise  and  good ;  and  I  close  by  saying  that  such 
it  by  fikr  my  most  earnest  wish  for  you  all. 

Your  afifectiomite  husband, 

JoHM  Browk. 

The  Boston  trial  went  badly,  as  we  have  seen  in  a  former 
ohapter,  nor  did  the  religious  views  of  Brown's  children  ever 
square  perfectly  witb  his  own.    As  years  went  forward  he 
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became  less  anxious  on  this  point,  and  was  more  willing  to 

leave  the  mattur  with  Providence  j  but  his  own  opinions 

never  change.L 

Akron,  Ohio,  Feb.  21,  1863. 

-  Dear  CHiLriREN,  —  It  wu  my  iuWnti 
Conneaut,  to  Imvo  wriiu- "      'i 

ion,  on  parting  with  John  nt 
.ut  aa  Mr.  Petkin*  [imiuo- 

dirttely  on  my  relurn   liuu 
cuntliiue  with  Liin  at  Ici 

i  strong  desire  lo  have  we 
year,  I  have  doforred  it,  in 

hopes  from  day  to  day  of 

am  to  rfinain.     Hid  liciu                           i 

i«y  to  you  on  what  lenuB  I 
ut  the  whole  ti:no  lias  pre-' 

vented  our  makiog  any  <                           i 

talked  considerably  nbout 

much  from  thia,  —  uaiiu'ly,                           i 

,  as  yet,  although  we  have 

aiu  will  nut  prolwbly  vary            ' 

.ud,  stuck  of  all  kinds,  teams, 

and  tools,  pay  iaxes  on  lai 

furaish  half  the  aah  ;  I  to  v^. — ^ 

Esoa  on  other  properly,  and           1 
work,  board  the  hnods,  pay 

half  the  taxes  uti  pi'rsuiial  property  put  in,  half  the  iuliri'st  on  capital 
on  stock,  and  half  tho  insurance  on  same,  and  have  half  Ihc  proceeds 
of  all  grain  and  other  crops  r.used,  and  of  all  the  stock  of  cattle, 
sheep,  hogx,  etc.  He  seems  so  pleasant,  and  anxious  to  have  ine 
continue,  that  I  cannot  tear  away  frcim  him.  He  is  in  quite  as  good 
spirits  since  he  came  hotno  as  I  exiiected. 

Wo  arc  all  in  good  health ;  so  also  was  father  and  other  Hudson 
friends  a  few  days  ago.  Our  sheep,  cattle,  etc.,  have  done  very  well 
through  the  winter.  Got  a  letter  from  Ituth  a  few  days  ago.  All 
appears  well  with  them.  She  writes  that  they  have  had  quite  a 
revival  of  religion  there,  and  Ihat  Ileury  is  one  of  tho  hopefully  con- 
verted.  My  earnest  and  only  wish  is,  that  those  seeuiiiig  couvrrsioits 
may  prove  genuine,  as  I  doubt  not  "  there  is  joy  over  one  sinner  that 
repeuteth."    Will  you  write  me  1 

Your  affectionate  father, 

JOHS    liROWN- 

Akron,  Ohio,  Sept.  2*,  1853. 
DearCiiildres,  — We  received  Henry's  letter  of  thp  I6th  August 
in  due  lime,  and  when  it  came  I  intended  to  ro]iIy  at  once ;  but  not 
lieing  very  stout,  and  having  many  things  to  look  after,  it  hae  been 
put  off  until  now.  We  were  very  glad  of  that  leltor,  and  of  the 
information  it  gave  of  yonr  health  and  prosperity,  as  well  na  your 
future  calculations.  We  have  some  nice  turkeys  and  chickens  fatten- 
ing, to  be  ready  by  the  time  you  come  on  to  Akron.  Father  and 
Jaaon  were  both  here  thia  morning.  Father  is  quite  well.  Jason, 
Ellen,  Owen,  and  Fred  have  all  been  having  the  ague  more  or  leas 
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^•inre  I  wrote  bvfure>     Otiifr  friends  aiK  in  UBual  heaJt)),  I  Lolicve.  J 
g  have  done  jiurt  uf  uur  Howing,  gut  oar  Cue  ernp  of  com  all  ae-  | 
[  eared  against  frusis  y eatcrday ,  nod  nn>  digging  potatoes  to-day.    The  | 

on  haa  li^eii  thus  far  one  of  great  I«lnpiiral  hleKsing;  and  I  wi 
I  bin  liupc  that  tlio  Spirit  uf  God  has  uui  doDO  striving  in  uur  hard  I 
f  hearts.  I  MniL-tiiiies  feel  encouraged  to  Lope  tliat  my  liims  will  givo  I 
I  Up  their  miserable  ddui^ioui  and  believe  iu  Gud  and  in  his  Sun  our  | 
1   Saviour-     1  ibink  the  family  are  more  and  more  decided  iu  liivu 

retuniing  Ui  Essex,  and  seem  all  disposeil  to  hv  making  liltlo  prejia-  J 
1  raliona  for  it  oa  we  suppose  the  time  draws  near.  Our  eoiiuty  fair  1 
I  conies  off  on  Ihe  12th  and  13th  Octubur,  but  we  suppose  we 
I  hardly  expect  you  so  soon.     Should  be  much  pleased  to  have  yoii  1 


Akrou,  On  10 
-  I  reraember  I  engaged  ui  w 


>,  Jan.  2S,  18SJ. 
Dear  Chtldrsk,  —  I  remember  I  engaged  u>  write  you  so  soon  aa  < 
I  had  anything  to  tell  worth  the  paper.    I  do  not  BU|)pose  the  bahiuoe    ' 
will  be  grent  now.     So  far  ai*  I  know,  the  frieiida  here  are  about  ii: 
^^^    naiial  health,  ami  are  pusbing  through  the  winter  prosperously.     Mjf   ] 
^^L  wife  is  nut  in  o«  good  health  as  when  you  were  here.    Have  i 
^^B  heard  ^ni  HudHou  for  Hiuie  days.    The  loss  of  sheep  has  been  merely  I 
^^|tK  Duininnl  oue  with  us.    Wo  have  skinned  two  full-blnod  Devnc 
^^B  teifeTB, — from  the  effects  of  poison,  as  we  i^uspect;  for  scvcntl  of  our   ! 
^^B'joUDg  cattle  were  takeu  uek  about  the  suiiie  time.    The  others  appeal 
^^■'to  be  nearly  well, 

^^P  This  world  is  not  yet  freed  from  real  malice  or  envy.  It  appears  I 
to  be  well  settled  now  that  we  go  baek  to  North  EUTin  in  the  spring. 
I  have  hail  a  good-antnred  talk  with  Sir-  Perkins  abont  going  away, 
and  both  families  are  now  preparing  to  curry  out  that  phiD.     I  da    ] 

tnot  yet  know  what  his  Intentions  are  about  our  compensation  for  the 
Jael  year.*  Will  write  you  when  I  do,  aa  I  want  you  to  hold  yourself 
{John,  I  tnenn)  in  readiness  to  come  out  at  onee,  should  he  decide  to 
givo  tne  a  ehnre  at  the  Btock,  etc.  Should  that  I>e  the  case,  I  intend 
to  let  you  have  what  will  give  you  a  little  start  in  the  way  of  red 
cnttle. 

I  learn,  by  your  leltem  to  others  of  the  family,  that  yon  have  pretty 

much  decided  to  cull  your  Imy  John,  bind  that  in  ordiT  to  gratify  llift 

I    feelings  of  his  great-grandfather  and  gmodfather.     I  will  only  now 

^■ny  that  I  hope  to  be  able  sometime  to  eonvlnee  yon  that  I  npprecinte 

l;,the  sacrifices  you  may  make  to  occommtidato  our  feelings.     I  noticed 

'  By  leferrinK  do  »  previoun  I'ttpr  of  Fi'h,  ai,  1853,  It  will  besren  thnt 
'.  Perkins'i  mitid  hnil  chunfC'd  within  tlie  yrai.  It  has  been  intimated 
tutt  poUttcol  opinions  hod  somctMng  to  do  with  tlila  iihangaL 
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your  remark  about  ilie  fmnil;  gcttting  Dear  ea«li  oilier;  to  thie  I 
would  say,  I  woiilil  like  to  have  my  poaterily  near  enough  to  each 
otber  to  be  fiitudly,  1)ot  would  uover  wwb  ihoui  to  be  brought  so  in 
contact  as  to  bo  iii'iir  utighbors  or  to  iulennairy.  I  may  possibly 
write  you  agaLu  stry  bikiu. 

Your  aficetiooate  btfier, 

John  Brown. 

iKiiON,  Ohio,  Fab.  B.  1861. 
Dear  son  John,  —  I  w 
to  uome  out  iiiiiiieiliatcly 
cUising  up  my  ai-c-witite.     !  e  above,  and  it  ia  a  tbrng  of 

his  own  namiii).' ;  sn  I  wu  leible,  \a  come  right  aimy. 

He  has  told  mo  hi-  iutenili  aae  share,  but  would  like  to 

have  the  stock  iiKi^lly.     W  lent  terms,  so  far  aa  1  know. 

All  well  except  my  wife,  ai — ,..  „      will  soon  be  better. 

Your  affectionat«  father, 

John  Brown. 

Akron,  Ohio,  Feb.  21,  1854. 
Dear  son  John,  —  Since  writing  jou  before,  I  have  agreed  to  go 
on  to  the  Ward  place  for  one  year,  as  I  found  I  could  not  dispose  of 
my  stuff  in  time  lo  go  to  North  Elba  without  great  sacrifice  this 
spring.  We  expect  to  move  the  first  of  ueitt  week,  aud  do  not  wish 
you  to  cDiiic  on  uutil  we  get  more  settled  and  write  you  again.  As  I 
am  not  going  away  immediately,  there  will  be  no  particular  hurry 
about  the  scttlcmeut  I  wrote  about  before.  On  reckoning  up  our 
expenses  for  the  past  year,  we  fiud  we  have  been  quite  prosperous.  I 
have  sold  my  interest  in  the  increase  of  sheep  to  Mr.  Perkins  for 
about  $700,  in  hogs  for  $51,  in  wheat  on  the  ground  for  ^TfG.  These 
will  pay  our  expenses  for  the  year  past,  and  the  next  yeaHs  rent  for 
the  Ward  place,  Cririlen  place,  and  Old  Portage  place.  These  places 
I  get  for  one  year  in  exchange  for  my  interest  in  wheat  on  the 
ground ;  and  it  leaves  ma  half  the  wool  of  last  season  (which  is  on 
hand  yet),  half  the  pork,  com,  wheat,  oats,  hay,  potatoes,  and 
calves  sixteen  in  number.  If  I  could  have  sold  my  share  of  the  wool, 
I  might  have  gone  to  Essex  this  spring  quite  comfortably ;  but  I 
have  to  pay  Henry  $100  liefore  ho  leaves,  and  I  cfinnot  do  that  and 
have  sufficient  to  move  with  until  I  can  sell  my  won!.  Wo  aro  all 
middling  well.  Henry  and  Ruth  intend  to  leave  for  home  about  the 
IStli  March,  and  to  go  by  your  place  if  they  can.  We  have  great 
reason  to  be  thankful  that  we  have  had  so  prosperous  a  year,  and 
have  terminated  our  connectlun  with  Mr.  Perkius  so  comfortably  and 
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n  such  fri^Ddl;  tenns,  to  all  appearaoce.    Perry  Warren,  to  whom 

IBHtiry  Wurren  conveyed  bis  priiperty,  was  here  n  few  days  ago,  feel- 
ing uboiit  for  a  com  promise :  did  nothing,  and  left,  to  return  agRin 
•oon  as  he  aaiil.     We  Uitnk  tlicy  are  gelling  tired  of  ibe  five  yeiHB* 
I  shall  probably  write  yon  ngain  bflfnre  a  great  while. 
Your  affeclionaie  liitber, 

John  Beown, 


I: 
to 
■ 
Akron,  Quid,  April  3,  1851. 
Deab  gom  John,  —  We  revived  your  letter  of  the  24lh  March  two 
or  three  days  since,  aud  one  from  Henry,  dated  25th  March,  about  the 
oainu  lime.  They  had  g(it  on  well  bo  far,  hut  had  to  go  by  stage  {be 
babiiico  of  the  way.  Father  got  home  well,  and  was  with  un  orer 
night  Friday  lust.  We  hare  all  b(«n  middling  well  of  late,  but  very 
busy,  having  had  the  care  of  tbo  whole  concprn  al  Mr.  Perkins's  place 
uniil  Friday  night.  1  had  a  m(ist  comforlalile  litne  sellling  last  year's 
buHinesd,  and  dividing  with  Mr.  PerkiuB,  and  have  to  wiy  of  liis  deal- 
ing with  me  that  he  has  shown  himRelfto  be  every  inch  a  gentle- 
man. I  briug  to  my  new  home  fivn  of  the  red  ouws  atid  ten  ealves ; 
he  to  have  $100  unt  of  my  share  of  the  last  year's  wmi,  to  niahe  us 
eveu  ou  last  year's  business  ;  afWr  dividing  all  erups,  be  paying  mo 
in  hand  $ii6.55,  halanue  due  me  on  all  except  four  of  the  tive  euw!^ 
I  am  going  now  to  work  with  a  eheap  team  of  two  yuhe  oxen,  on 
which  I  am  iudebtcil,  till  I  can  sell  my  wool,  $89 ;  $46  I  have  paid 
towards  them.  I  would  like  to  have  all  my  children  settle  within  a 
<B  of  each  other  and  of  me,  but  I  cnnaot  take  the  respunslbil- 
Jly  of  advising  you  to  make  any  forced  move  to  change  your  kH'atiun. 
Thousands  have  to  regret  that  they  did  not  let  middling  "  well  alone." 
f  should  think  you  ought  to  get  fur  your  place  another  $125;  and 
i  think  you  may,  if  you  are  not  liio  anxious.  That  would  buy  you 
msideruble  of  a  farm  in  Essex  or  elsewhere,  and  wa  may  get  the 
Bumestead  Law  passed  yet.  It  has  been  a  question  with  nie  whether 
u  would  not  do  better  tii  hire  all  your  team  work  done  than  to  linve 
ir  little  place  overstocked  poaaibly,  after  some  trouble  uhoat  huy- 
iBg  them,  paying  taxes,  inaunmce,  aud  some  expense  for  implemeutB 
e  ihein  with.  If  ynu  get  a  lilllo  overelocktid,  everything  will 
to  do  )HK>rly.  Frederick  is  very  much  l)etter,  but  both  he  nod 
Owou  have  been  having  the  ague  lately.  They  leave  the  Hill  farm 
•oon.  I  do  not  at  this  moment  kni>w  of  a  good  ojicning  l<>r  you  this 
my.      One  thing  I  do  not  fear  to  advise  and  even  urge ;  and  that  is 

Ctal  "  fear  of  the  Lord,  which  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom." 
ling  you  all  to  his  mercy.  I  remain 
Your  affectionate  father, 
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Aebun,  Chid,  Aug.  21,  ISSt. 

Dear  CHiLr>REN,  —  1  liave  jnat  received  Henry'a  Ictu^  cf  llie 
13th  instant,  and  li^Lve  uiuch  reasuo  lu  be  thtinhful  for  Ihe  goud  dowh 
it  brings.  Wu  um  lUI  i"  inidUliug  health,  mi  far  as  1  kuuw,  lu  iliie 
quarter,  althou^-h  thiTi:  is  some  Bioknesa  about  uh.  Htitlier  Bniwn, 
of  Hudson,  wa.1  toEniiluining  some  last  week  ;  hove  nut  heard  fmiii 

her  ainee  then.     Tlii.s  (lart  "'  •*■ • —  is  snffering  the  most  dreiiU- 

ful  dmuth  ever  cxpcriL'iiC'  niiieloenih  century.     We 

have  been  mucti  mure  hig  in  must  of  our  ueighbors  in 

that  we  were  enublud  to  excellent  hay  crop,  whiUt 

iDHny  others  did  not  get  i  diiin,  and  lost  it  uutwith- 

slunding  the  dry  weather.  no  better  than  those  of  our 

uoighbors,  but  wu  linvc  a  II  probiibly  have  some  uom, 

while  others,  to  a  great  ezti  loiie.     Of  garden  vegetables 

we  have  more  than  twenl  a  have  in  many  eases.     Of 

fruit  we  shall  have  a.  eoinft,  ,  if  our  leas  favored  neigh- 

bors do  not  take  it  nl!  from  ua.  We  ought  to  lie  willing  to  divide. 
Our  eattle  (of  whieh  we  have  thirty-three  head)  we  are  enabled  to 
keep  in  excellent  <K)nilition,  on  the  lilile  feed  that  grows  on  tlie  moist 
grounds,  and  by  feeding  the  stalks  green  that  have  failed  of  cum.  — 
and  we  have  a  good  many  of  thein.  We  have  had  two  light  fi-osts, 
on  August  the  9lh  and  18th,  but  have  hod  more  extreme  hot 
weather  in  July  ami  August  than  ever  known  before,  —  thennoineter 
often  np  to  98°  in  the  shade,  and  was  ao  yesterday ;  it  now  atfloda 
(eleven  o'clock  P.  M.)  at  9;!°. 

I  am  thinking  that  it  may  he  best  for  ua  to  dispose  of  all  the  e^ttlo 
wo  want  to  sell,  and  of  all  our  winter  feed,  and  move  a  few  choice 
rattle  to  North  Elba  this  fall,  provided  we  ran  there  buy  hay  and 
other  stuff  considerably  cheaper  than  we  might  sell  our  stuff  for  here, 
and  also  provided  we  ran  get  a  comfortable  house  to  winter  in.  I 
want  y<iu  t<>  keep  writing  nic  often,  as  you  can  learn  how  hay,  all 
kinds  of  graiu,  and  roots  can  bo  bought  with  yon,  so  that  I  tnay  be  the 
better  ablo  to  judge.  Our  laat  year's  pork  proves  to  be  a  most  per- 
fect article,  but  I  think  not  bes^t  to  ship  any  until  the  wcatlier  gels  a 
little  cooler.  The  price  Mr.  Washburn  asks  for  his  contract  may  not 
be  much  out  of  tho  way,  but  there  seems  ti>  he  some  difliculty  about 
a  bargain  yet.  First,  he  wants  to  hang  on  all  his  stock,  and  I  do  not 
know  at  present  ai>  I  want  any  of  them.  I  do  not  know  what  be  has 
on  hand  ;  he  tnay  perhajia  be  able  to  get  them  off  himself.  Then, 
again,  I  do  not  know  as  Mr.  Smith'  would  give  a  deed  of  half  the  lot 
before  the  whole  purchase- money  for  the  entire  lot  and  interest  are 
paid.     You   ma;  have  further  information  than   I  have.     Early  in 

'  Oerrit  Smith,  who  still  owned  much  Und  at  North  Elba. 
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the  season  all  kinds  of  cattle  vrere  high,  ecnrce  and  ready  cash; 
now,  as  the  prc«peets  are,  I  am  entirely  unable  to  make  an  estimate 
of  what  monej'I  can  reallxe  on  them,  so  as  to  be  able  to  sa;  jast  now 
how  much  money  I  ooii  raise,  provided  those  other  impediuenu  can 
be  got  over.  I  intend  to  turn  all  I  consietenlly  can  into  money,  and 
as  tasl  as  I  ctui,  and  woald  be  glad  to  secure  the  purchase  of  Wash- 
burn, if  it  can  be  done  oonaistently  and  without  too  much  trouble. 
Write  roe  again  soon,  and  advise  as  far  as  you  can  about  all  these 
matters.  We  conld  probably  sell  all  our  produce  at  pretty  high 
prices.  Huw  aie  cattle,  horses,  sheep,  and  hogs  selling  in  your 
quarter  t 

Your  a^ctiouale  lather, 

John  Browm. 

"fbese  family  letters,  full  of  repetitiona,  of  petty  concerns, 
of  old-fosMoDed  forma  of  expression,  and  with  their  whim- 
sical mixture  of  important  and  unimportant  affairs,  have  a 
value,  in  exhibiting  the  true  character  of  John  Brown,  that 
more  elaborate  epistles,  elegantly  written  with  an  eye  to 
tbe  public,  could  not  possibly  hold.  Like  the  rude  verses 
of  Lucilius,  they  paint  the  whole  life  of  the  old  man ;  but 
they  were  written,  unlike  the  Roman  verses,  without  the 
least  thought  of  publication.  The  later  letters  of  the  series 
—  written  five  years  before  he  engaged  in  bis  Virginia 
campaign,  which  Colonel  Perkins  thought  so  foolish — ■ 
point  to  the  final  separation  between  these  two  unequally 
yoked  partners.  They  had  worked  together,  each  in  his  own 
way,  for  more  than  ten  years ;  aud  they  parted  amicably, 
though  with  some  after-thoughts  wbtcb  hindered  tbem  from 
ever  uniting  in  sentiment  again.  At  this  time  the  sons  of 
Brown  were  beginning  to  look  towards  Kansas  as  a  place  for 
.  their  husbandry ;  and  we  shall  see  in  the  next  chapter  why 
its  open  territory  attracted  them. 
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KANSAS,  THE   SKIRMI  OF   THE   CIVIL  WAR. 

THE  State  of  Kansa  'e  John  Brown  his  first 

distinction,  occupie  ith  which  the  names  of 

other  famous  men  are  hough  with  none  is  it 

more  closely  connected  .is.     The  first  of  Euro- 

peans to  visit  Kansas  wiis  vas'iucz  de  Curonarto,  a  Hj'anish 
captain,  who  iu  1541-42  reached  its  southern  and  western 
counties,  coming  up  from  Mexico  in  search  of  gold,  silver, 
and  fabulous  cities.  He  called  the  land  "Quivira,"  and  de- 
scribed it  as  "  the  best  possible  soil  for  all  kinds  of  Spanish 
productions,  very  strong  and  black,  and  well  watered  by 
brooks,  springs,  and  rivers ; "  but  in  reaching  it  from  Mex- 
ico he  marched  nine  hundred  and  fifty  leagues,  and  traversed 
"mighty  plains  and  sandy  heaths,  smooth  and  wearisome, 
and  bare  of  wood."  These  plains  he  found  "  all  the  way 
as  full  of  crook-back  oxen  [buffaloes]  as  the  mountain  Serena 
in  Spain  is  full  of  sheep."  At  this  very  time  De  Soto  was 
discovering  the  river  Mississippi ;  but  neither  he  nor  Father 
Marquette,  one  hundred  and  thirty  years  later,  set  foot  in 
Kansas.  La  Salle,  in  1687,  might  have  crossed  it,  on  his  way 
from  Texas  to  Canada,  if  he  had  not  fallen  by  the  hand  ot 
mutiny ;  but  the  first  Frenchman  to  explore  it  was  Dutisne, 
in  1719,  who,  in  travelling  westward  from  the  Osage  River, 
may  have  crossed  the  Pottawatomie  near  where  John  Brown 
afterward  labored  and  fought.  It  was  then  and  long  after  a 
part  of  the  French  king's  broad  colony  of  Louisiana,  and  as 
such  was  ceded  by  Napoleon  to  Jefferson  in  1802.  Nearly 
twenty  years  before  this,  in  1784,  Jefferson  had  undertaken 
to  free  the  whole  northwestern  territoryof  the  United  States 
from  the  curse  of  slavery,  by  what  has  since  been  known 
as  tlie  Ordinance  of  17S7.     As  drawn  by  Jefferson  in  1784, 
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this  great  charter  of  Western  freedom  provided  that  all  new 
States  to  be  carved  out  of  the  national  domain  eliould  ii 
their  governments  uphold  republican  forms,  "  and  after  the 
yea.r  1800  of  the  Christian  era  there  shall  be  neitlier  slavery 
nor  mvoluntary  servitude  in  any  of  them."  This  was  de-  ■ 
feated  by  a  siugle  vote  in  Congress,  much  to  JeSers 
disgnst.  In  1786  he  said :  "  The  voice  of  a  single  individual 
would  have  prevented  this  abominable  crime  [the  introduc- 
tion of  slavery  into  new  territory].  Heaven  will  not  always 
be  silent ;  the  friends  to  the  rights  of  human  nature  will  in 
the  end  prevail."  They  did  prevail  in  John  Brown's  time, 
and  largely  through  his  heroism  ;  and  in  the  conflict  Eansaa 
became  the  skirmish-line  of  our  Civil  War. 

After  the  cession  of  Louisiana,  which  brought  with  it  to 
the  United  States  all  the  region  then  known  as  "the  Mia-  • 
Bouri  territory,"  including  Kansas,  the  latter  was  again  d&- 
clared  free  soil  by  the  Missohri  Compromise  of  1820 ;  •  fori 
it  waa  then  enacted  by-^^ongress   (March  6,  1820),  when  J 
erecting  Missouri  into  a  State, — 

"That  in  all  that  territory  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  Stft1«i, 
under  the  naioe  nf  Lnuisinna,  which  lies  north  of  SH"  W  uonh  lalj- 
todo,  not  included  within  tho  limits  of  llie  StaWi  contemplated  by  this 
ant,  slaver;  and  involuntary  servitude,  otherwise  thnn  in  the  punish- 
ment of  crimes,  shall  be,  and  ia  hereby,  forever  prohibited." 

It  was  in  the  faee  of  this  solemn  declaration  that  thdl 
Blavebolders  of  1854-56  undertook  to  establish  slavery  by  ' 

'  The  Missouri  Coin  promise  —  nsChnrlcsSumnersiiidiiihiBgwitBiKech 
otUvfli  Mid  30,  1S56,  "Tha  Crime  ngninat  Kansas  "~  was  tile  work  of 
'    •UTebilders,  who  insisted  that  Missoari  should  c^me  into  the  Uniou  asK 
I    8l>Td  6tA[p,  but  for  this  concession  were  willbg  (o  give  up  a]l  the  Northern    . 
larritory  U>  freedom.     Sumner  ssys :  *'  It  was  hailed  bf  slaTeholden  ns  >   ■ 
viL-tor;.     (Jhsrlea   Pincknej,  of  South   Carolina,  in  sn  o(t-quot«l   tetter    | 
,   written  st  eight  o'cloch  on  the  night  of  its  passage,  says:  '  It  is  cnneidernd 
here  by  the  skveholdiug  Stales  as  a  great  hiumiih.'    At  the  North  it  waa 
I   accepted  as  a  defrnt,  and  thi!  friends  of  fr<*doro  errrywhere  throughout  th«    ] 
I    country  bowed  their  Wads  with  mnrtilirstion."    Thu  diief  ailvwateH  ot  thil    , 
'   compromise  werf  William  Pinknpy,  of  Maryland,  and  Henry  Clay,  of  Ken- 
i   iDcky  ;  among  the  eliicf  advocates  of  excluding  slavery  from  Minoari  wen 
I   Bufiu  King,  tlien  of  New  York,  and  Harrison  Gray  Otia,  a  nephuw  of  thi 
[  BcTolntiouuy  orator  Janiea  Otis,  of  UatsachusctU. 
U 
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force  and  by  fraud  in  Kansas.  Ab  a  preliminary,  they  had 
carried  through  Congress,  under  the  lead  of  Senator  I>ouglas 
of  Illinois,  wh;it  ivas  known  aa  the  "squatter  sovereignty" 
clause  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill,  —  leaving  the  people  at 
each  election  to  detfiniine  the  existence  of  slavery  for  them- 
selves. This  iilausihli;  form  of  words  covered  a.  purpose  on 
the  part  of  the  South  U  ;ry  upon  the  new  States, 

which  Jefferson  hatl  st  i  from  the  possibility  of 

such  a  misfortune  ;  anc  prairies  of  Kansas  were 

opened  to  settlement  iu  .  'pose  became  ofEensively 

manifest.    Indeed,  tliert  doubt  why  Douglas  had 

introduced  his  bill,  or  v  intention  of  the  Demo- 

cratic administration  iiu  i  Pierce  of  New  Hamp- 

shire, and  »f  the  presidi  ates,  including  Douglas, 

who  hoped  to  RU(.'oeed  I'lerce  in  onice.  A  new  slave  State 
was  wanted,  Biuce  California  had  excluded  slavery,  and  there 
were  one  or  two  Korthern  Territories  likely  soon  to  come  in 
as  States  with  slavery  also  excluded.  By  this  time  the 
Southern  slaveholders,  abandoning  the  early  doctrine  of 
Washington,  JefEerson,  George  Mason,  Madison,  and  Mar- 
shall, and  even  the  cautious  ground  that  Clay  and  Pinckney 
held  in  1820,  were  thirsting  to  extend  the  area  of  their  de- 
testable institution.  They  had  annexed  Texas  and  made 
war  on  Mexico  for  this  purpose ;  and  they  were  seeking  to 
deprive  Spain  of  Cuba,  and  conquer  San  Domingo,  in  order 
to  re-establish  slavery  where  it  first  cursed  Spanish  America, 
and  to  carry  on  the  slave-trade  openly  once  more.  The 
prediction  made  by  Taylor  of  New  York,  in  opposing  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  had  been  singularly  verified.  Taylor 
said  to  the  slaveliolders  in  1820:  — 

"  On  an  implied  power  to  acfitiire  territory  by  trenty,  you  rwse  an 
'implied  right  to  erect  it  into  States,  and  imply  iv  compromise  by  which 
slavery  is  to  be  establiahcd  anil  slaves  represented  in  Congn'ss.  Is 
thisjustT  Isitfnirt  Where  will  it  etid  t  .  .  .  Your  lust  of  ncinir- 
ing  is  not  yet  satiated.  You  must  hiivo  the  Floridns.  Your  ambition 
rises.  You  covet  Cuba,  and  obtain  it ;  yon  slretrh  your  arms  to  the 
(rther  islands  in  thtt  Gulf  of  Mcxiro,  and  they  become  yotirs.  Are  the 
mil!ir)nB  of  slaves  inliubiling  those  countries  to  be  in'corportiled  into 
the  Union  and  represeiited  in  Cimgressf  Are  the  freemen  of  the  old 
Slates  to  become  tlie  slaves  of  the  representations  of  foreign  slaves  f 
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Such  was,  inileed,  the  dream  of  South  Carolina  and  Mi» 
fiissippi  and  Louisiana ;  such  the  purpose  of  Jefferson  I 
Soulii  of  New  Orleans,  and  Mason  of  Virginia,  —  a  degenerate 
descendant  of  Washington's  friend  George  Mason, 
fest  Destiny  "  was  the  watchword  of  these  politicians,  I 
whom  the  Northern  Democrats  —  Pierce,  Buchanan,  Caa 
and   Douglas  —  basely  submitted.     As  the  discussion  i 
Douglas's  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  proceeded,  it  tiecame  evi- 
dent, from  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  that  there  was  ft 
purpose  to  force  shivery  into  Kansas,  the  more  southern 
Territory  of  the  two.     There  would  have  been   uo  need 
of  repealing  the  Missouri  Compromise  except  to  carry  out 
this  purjiose.      It  was  also  evident  that  the  great  mass  of 
Northern  and  Eui'opean  emigration  would  turn  away  from 
Kansas  if  it  became  probable  that  slavery  would  enter  there. 
"No  single  man  or  single  family  unwilling  to  enter  a  slava 
State  would  trust  themselves,  unsupported,  in  a  Territory 
which  would  probably  become  one,"  said  Edward  Hale  in 
1S54,  speaking  as  the  organ  of  the  Massachusetts  Eniigi'ant 
Aid  Company,  which  Eli  Thayer,  Dr.  Howe,  Richard  Hil- 
dreth,  and  other  autishivery  men  of  Boston  and  Worcester  J 
had  joined  with  Mr.  Hale,  then  a  clergyman  of  Worcester^.S 
to  organize,  but  which  in  its  mauageuient  soon  fell  into  tha  J 
-  hands  of  men  like  Amos  A.  Lawrence,  Judge  Chapman  c 
Springfield,  and  others  who  were  not  considered  fanatiet 
against  slavery.     Mr.  Hale  further  said  : '  — 

"  Meanwhile  a  wpid  eini(trali(ni  has  been  g'>iiig  on  into  the  Terri- 

Uiries,  piirlii:ular!y  into  Kaniiae^  quite  imlependeut  of  ifae  EmigrBUt 

Aid  CoinpnDics.     During  the  close  of  the  winter  of  !8.'>3-^,  it  is 

soiil,  large  nurjibere  uf  persons  from  Sonli western  States  cul]e«I«i]  in 

tJiwnB  on  the  enstera  side  of  tho  Miasnurj,  ttwttiting  the  opening  of 

the  Territories,  that  they  might  go  in  and  slake  uni  their  lucatioDs.  Ai 

I   tbo  spring  opened,  a  rapid  current  uf  eini|rmtiou  bt'gsu.     At  Brst  the 

Northern  settlers  weat  gencntlly  into  NKbrntkn ;  hnt  so  soon  as  it  wu 

known  that  determined  and  i^nmliined  urrnngi-mpnls  wnuld  be  made  to 

'  settle  Kansas  rmiii  the  North,  the  nntural  attractiime  of  thai  Territory 

'  begati  to  exi<rcis«  iliuiriaAuenee,  and  the  preponderance  of  emigiBtion 

1  flfc  "Kanwis  nnd  NchrBaka,"  U  Edward  E.  Halp  (Boston  :  Phillips 
B«ini«on,  &  Co.,  ISStI,  —  u  ver;  luefal  book  at  tbe  time.  Tbe  pSMigs 
'    1  is  At  i^.  aS3,  281. 


164  LIFE  AND  LETTBES  OF  JOHN  BROWN.         |I8M. 

tbrough  the  eamijier  of  1854  liae  been  into  ita  borders.  The  Indian 
treaties  were  ratified  only  al  tbs  close  (if  the  seesion  of  tha  Scimle ; 
Bome  of  them  not  till  the  beginning  of  August.  Setllcmeut  on  the 
Indian  lands  waa  therefore,  until  that  time,  Btrictlj  illegal.  But  |)or- 
soiia  intending  to  emignite,  in  inauf  iuutanucB,  made  airangeinonts 
with  the  Indians,  or,  at  the  lesflt,  staked  off  the  land  on  n-hJnh  they 

wished  to  Bcltle,  and  mai' '~' '  the  priority  of  their  cluim 

on  the  bonks  of  siime  '  Sqi  ition.'      A  large  numher  of 

the  reBideats  of  Western  J  n  this  manner  paaned  over 

the  line,  and  made  claim  U.  as  pleased  them,  intending, 

at  some  BubsequL-nt  period,  iinprovomenta  as  will  give 

them  a  right  uf  |>ro-emptiui  idH  are  offered  for  sale,  but 

for  the  present  not  rcbidiog  rritorj-," 

Some  of  these  last-nai  were  actually  intending 

to  settle  in  Katis;is  ;  but  uiua.,  ui  luci.i  were  either  land-spenu- 
lators  or  slavery-propagandists,  who  meant  to  make  Kansas 
a  slave  State,  whether  they  lived  there  or  not.  The  acting 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  Pavid  R.  Atchison,  of 
Western  Missouri,  wliose  name,  along  with  that  of  Presi- 
dent Pierce,  is  signed  to  the  Kansas-Nebraska  law  {May  30, 
18i>4),  five  months  afterwards  made  a  speech  in  the  county 
of  Platte,  in  which  he  said  :  — 

"  The  people  of  Kansas  in  their  first  eWtions  will  decide  the  ques- 
tion whether  or  not  slaveholders  are  to  he  excluded.  Now,  if  a  set" 
of  fanatics  and  demagogiieH  a  thousand  miles  off  [meaning  Messrs. 
Lawrenec,  Chapman,  John  Carter  Brown,  etc.]  can  afford  to  ad- 
vance their  money  and  exert  every  nerve  to  ahnlitionize  KHnsas  and 
exclude  the  slaveholder,  what  is  jour  duty,  when  you  reside  within 
one  day's  journey  of  the  Territory,  and  when  yonr  peace,  ijuict,  and 
property  depend  on  your  action  T  You  can,  without  an  exertion, 
send  fivo  hundred  of  your  young  men  who  will  vole  in  favor  of  your 
institutions.  Should  each  county  in  the  State  of  Missonri  only  do  its 
duly,  the  ijuestion  will  be  decided  quietly  and  peaceably  at  the 
ballot-box." 

This  was  the  advice  of  Vice-President  Atchi.son,  —  mneh 
of  the  same  character  as  if  Senator  Edmunds,  of  Vermont, 
who  has  lionored  the  place  that  Ateliison  disgraced,  should 
advise  the  citizens  of  Northern  Vermont  to  march  over  into 
Canada  and  vote  at  the  ele^rtions  there.  A  Verinonter  has 
now  as  much  right  to  vote  in  Sheibrooke  or  Montreal  as  a 
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Miflsouriac  in  1854  had  to  vote  in  Leavenworth  or  Lav 
rence ;  and  this  waa  practically  admitted  by  a  coufederataJ 
of  AttthisoD,  General  Stringfellow,  of   Missouri,  wlio  eaid.j 
in  1856:  — 

"  To  those  who  have  qaaline  of  coDScienoe  at  to  violaling  la«] 
Stnle  or  unlvunul,  I  eny  th«  time  has  vuitie  when  such  iinpositioul 
must  be  disn^nLtled,  sioM  jiiut  rights  anJ  property  are  in  danger. 
Anil  I  tidviso  yiiu,  odo  and  all,  to  enter  over;  election  district  in 
Knnsas  in  doli^tiee  of  Itredcr  and  hia  vile  myruiidoiis,  and  vote  at 
tlio  piitnt  »f  the  boivie-kuife  anil  revolver.  Neither  ^ve  nor  talia 
quarter:  our  cnuse  demands  it.  It  Is  enough  that  the  sluveholding  I 
Interest  wilU  it,  from  which  there  is  no  appeal." 

They  acted  on  this  advice,  aa  appears  by  another  speech  I 

of  Atchison  after  the  first  ii 


"  Well,  what  npxtt     Why,  an  election  fir  tnemlwrs  of  the  hegia-  4 
totnre  to  orgauize  the  Territtir;  must  l>e  held.     What  did  t  ndviafl  J 
you  to  do  thent    Why,  meet  them  on  their  own  ground,  and  h 
them   at  their  own  game  again ;   and,  cold  and   inoleiiient  as  lh«  ' 
weather  was,  I  went  over  with  a  company  of  men.     My  nbjert  in   ' 
gcin^  was  not  to  vote.     1  had  no  right  to  vntr,  unites  I  had  dis- 
rruiichiiied   myself  in   hiiagouri.      I  whs  not  within   two  tniles  of  a 
voting  plaro.     My  object  in  going  was  not  to  vote.  Imt  to  seille  a 
itilEt'ully  between  two  uf  our  caudidates.    Tlie  Abulitionlsls  of  the 
North  luiid,  and  published  it  aliroiid,  thai  Alehison  teat  there  icith 
ftowie-titi/e  and  renalcer,  —  and,  by  Qod,  't  teas  true  !    I  never  did 
go  into  that  Terrilori/,  I  never  intend  to  go  into  that  Territory, 
wifhout  being  prepared  for  ail  aucA  kind  of  cattle.'" 

The  whole  South,  and  particularly  South  Carolina,  Oeotv  J 
gia,  and  Alabama,  wore  urged  to  send  men  into  Kansas,  a 
Atchison  and  Stringfellow  urged  the  Missourians  to  go  in, — I 
law  or  no  law,  —  to  seonre  the  triumph  of  slavery.     String  f 
fellow  wrote  to  the  "  Montffomery  Advertiser"  (published  1 
at  the  town  in  Alabama  where  the  Southern  Confederacy  j 
first  established  its  seat  of  government  in  1861) ;   "  Not  ] 
only  is  it  profitable  for  slaveholders  to  go  to  Kansas,  hufc 
politically  it  is  all-important."     A  South  Carolina  youth, 
Warren  Wilkes  by  name,  who  commanded  for  a  while  od 
amittd  force  of  Carolina  and  Georgia  settlers  iu  Kanxafl, 


of  sUverj  antl  abiilitionisni.  If  the 
will  hn  defeated  ani  ehoro  of  its  power 
m  will  grow  inure  insolent 
South  \a  (yjnsnui  mated.  If 
J  alnvury  iulo  k11  territory 
itudc,  to  the  Rio  Grande ; 
t-up  institatioD  of  Blavury 
I  Congress.  If  the  North 
CoDgrcjo  will  be  graduully 
I  bcAime  valueless.      AU 
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wrote  to  the  "Cliarleston  Menjury,"  of  South  Carolina, 
in  the  spring  of  18oU ;  — 

"  By  coDsent  <if  pnrtii'a.  the  present  eonteet  in  Kansas  is  made  the 
tuming-poiut  ia  the  ilcslinii 
Suutli  triuiuphs,  .iliulitiunisii 
for  all  lime.  If  siie  is  .Ma  " 
and  aggressive,  until  tlic  ul 
the  South  securcH  Kau»is, 
south  of  the  fortieth  paral 
and  this,  of  course,  will  set 
au  ample  outlet,  and  resto 
secures  Kansas,  tlie  power  i 
diminished,  and  the  Dlave 
depends  upon  the  action  ot  ooment." 

To  this  rea-ioniog  men  like  John  Brown  assented,  and 

were  ready  to  join  issue  for  the  control  of  Kansas  upon  this 
ground  alone.  But  Brown  had  another  and  quite  different 
object  in  view ;  he  meant  to  attack  slavery  by  force,  in  the 
States  themselves,  and  to  destroy  it,  as  it  was  finally  de- 
stroyed, by  the  weapons  and  influences  of  war. 

What,  then,  was  the  slavery  which  South  Carolina  wished 
to  establish  in  Kansas  and  all  over  the  North,  and  upon 
what  grounds  was  it  advocated  ?  It  is  hard,  at  this  distance 
of  time  and  in  the  complete  change  of  circumstances  that 
the  Civil  War  has  produced,  to  show  iiuLiilicr  person  or  make 
real  to  one's  self  the  despotism  which  a  few  slaveholders  ex- 
ercised in  1856  over  the  rest  of  mankind  in  this  country. 
Though  a  meagre  minority  in  their  own  South,  they  abso- 
lutely controlled  there  not  only  four  millions  of  slaves,  but 
six  millions  of  white  people,  nominally  free,  while  they 
directed  the  policy  and  the  opinions  of  more  than  half  the 
free  people  of  the  non-slaveholding  States.  They  dictated 
the  nomination  and  secured  the  election  of  I'ierce  and  after- 
ward of  Buchanan  as  President,  —  tlie  most  Immble  ser- 
vants of  the  slave-power  who  ever  held  that  office  ;  they  had 
not  only  refused  to  terminate  the  slave-trade  (as  by  treaty 
we  were  bound  to  assist  in  doing),  but  they  had  induced  the 
importation  of  a  few  cargoes  of  slaves  into  Carolina  and 
Georgia;  they  had   not  only  broken  down  the   Missouri 


Compromise  of  1820  (impoBed  by  themselves  on  the  un- 
willing North),  but  had  done  theiv  best  to  extend  slavery 
over  the  new  Territories  of  the  nation,  and  to  legalize  its 
existence  in  all  the  free  States.  Through  the  mouth  of 
Chief-Justice  Taney,  who  simply  uttered  the  decrees  of  the 
slareholding  oligarchy,  they  were  soon  to  make  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  nation  declare  virtually,  if  not  in  set  terms, 
that  four  million  Americans,  of  African  descent,  had  prac- 
tically "no  rights  which  a,  white  man  was  bound  to  re- 
spect; "  and  they  were  exerting  themselvea  in  advauce  in 
every  way  to  give  effect  to  that  foregone  conclusion.  The 
Dred  Scott  decision  was  not  made  by  Tauey  until  1867, 
when  it  led  at  once  to  the  execution  of  John  Brown's  long- 
cherished  purpose  of  striking  a  blow  at  slavery  in  its  own 
Virginian  stronghold.  That  decision  flashed  into  the  minds 
of  Northern  men  the  conviction  which  Brown  held  and  John 
Quincy  Adams  had  long  before  formulated  and  expressed,  — 
that  "  the  preservation,  propagation,  and  perpetuation  of 
slavery  was  the  vital  and  animating  spirit  of  the  National 
Government,"  It  was  this  conviction  that  led  to  tbe  elec- 
tion of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  I860,  aa  it  had  led  John  Brown 
and  his  small  baud  of  followers  to  assert  freedom  by  force  in 
Kansas. 

At  the  time  when  the  young  South  Carolinian  wrote  the 
words  above-cited,  hia  State  was  an  oligarchy  founded  upon 
negro  slavery,  and  Its  State  Constitution  prox'ided  thnt  a 
citizen  should  not  "  be  eligible  to  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives unless  legally  seized  and  possessed  in  hia  own 
right  of  a  settled  freehold  estate  of  five  hundred  acres  of 
land  and  ten  negroes."  A  few  years  earlier.  Chancellor 
Harper,  of  South  Carolina,  in  an  address  before  a  Society 
for  the  Advancement  of  Learning,  at  Charleston,  made 
these  statements,  which  were  cited  by  J.  B.  De  Bow,  a  Lou- 
isiana writer,  in  1852  :  — 

n  priticipal  cause  nf  deiluiition. 

At  ineTi  shouM  pnslnve  each  ntheril , 
thai  uthor  nniuials  sh'itilJ  prey  upon  each  oihcr.     The  AMrun  elftve^  * 
inule  hiia  uivvu  ilie  lioon  of  e^tisience  tu  itiilti-ms  imd  inillionB  in  onr 
ouuutr]'  wlio  would  irtln^rwiM'  ijcvpt  have  enjoynl  it.     It.  ie  Inte  tlwt 
tiie  aUv«  is  drivsn  to  his  Ubor  by  Btripcs.     sinth  paaiahmeDl  woald 
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be  degrading  to  ii  (no  man,  wtio  had  the  ihungbts  and  aepinttiaiiB  of 

a  rreeinan.  Id  gf-utTid,  it  l»  not  drgrading  tu  a  elave,  iiur  ia  it  felt  to 
be  BO.  Oiliutn  Ima  been  (^^ist  upuu  uur  legUlatLun,  on  hocuudI  of  its 
forbidding  the  elenirrits  nf  education  U>  be  noitiinuuinttiKl  to  aluvee. 
But,  in  truth,  wliiit  injury  Is  Jono  them  bf  tliial  He  who  works 
duriog  the  day  willi  liis  hands  do«a  not  read  in  intervals  of  leisure  for 
his  amusement  or  tin-  iiiiiin'"-'-"™*  "'  *'■-  mind.  A  knowledge  of 
reading,  writing,   ami  the  el  fimolic  is  canvenienl  aud 

iujpurtiiut  to  the  free  Libiirei  iiso  would  lliey  he  to  the 

slHve  t    Would  yott  do  a  himi  or  the  ox  by  giving  him  a 

cultivated  understanding  or  fi  The  law  has  not  pi])vided 

for  making  the  iimrriagrs  oj  lublo,  nor  could  it  do  eot 

It  may  perha[is  Im  raid  that  wives  is  not  (imtccled  bf 

law.     It  ia  true  that  i)ie  pai  leu  of  tlie  superior  cASto 

tempt  and  fiud  gi'^itiiiiMttiou  \  istity  of  tho  fuinak  Klave. 

But  she  is  not  a  Iiss  u^i'ful  m.  .  ..  _  'ty  than  beti>re.  She  has 
dune  uo  great  injury  to  herself  or  any  otlicr  human  being ;  htr  off- 
Spring  is  not  a  burden,  but  anacquiHlion  to  her  owner  ;  his  support  is 
pnivided  fur,  and  he  is  brought  up  to  it.sefului.'9s.  If  the  fruit  uf  in- 
tercourse with  a  free  man,  liis  cuuJition  is  perhaps  raised  somewhat 
above  that  of  his  inotlier.  I  urn  nslted.  How  can  that  institution  be 
tolerable,  by  which  a  large  class  of  society  is  cut  off  from  improve- 
tncut  and  kuowled^e,  lo  whom  bhiws  arc  U'lt  degrading,  theft  no 
mi>re  than  a  fault,  falsehood  and  the  »iint  of  chastity  iiliiio^t  venial; 
and  in  which  a  hii^r^baud  or  parent  looks  willi  comparative  iudiSerence 
on  that  which  tn  a  freeman  would  lie  the  ilislionor  of  wife  or  childT 
Sut  why  not,  if  ii  produce  ilie  greatest  aggregate  of  good  t  Sin  and 
ignorance  are  only  ecil  because  tkeg  lead  to  miseiy" 


Except  for  these  utterances  of  shame  and  guilt,  the  name 
of  Chancellor  Harper  ia  now  forgotten.  But  the  name  of 
Jefferson  remains  iu  honor,  and  rises  higher  with  each 
succeeding  year  which,  by  the  lapse  of  time,  converts  him 
from  a  statesman  into  a  prophet.  A  hundred  years  ago 
(May  10,  1785),  the  printers  in  Paris  finished  Jefferson's 
"Note.s  on  Virginia,"  which  he  at  once  sent  to  his  most  inti- 
mate friends  and  disciples  in  America,  Madison  and  Monroe, 
who  afterwards  sneceeded  him  in  the  Presidency.  In  trans- 
mitting the  little  book,  he  wrote  to  Madison:  "I  wish  to 
put  it  into  the  hands  of  the  young  men  at  the  college,  as 
well  on  acconnt  of  the  political  as  physical  parts  ;  but  there 
are  sentiments  on  some  subjects  which  might  be  displeasing 
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to  the  couptry,  perhaps  to  the  Assombjy,  or  to  some  who  lead 
I  do  not  wish  to  be  exposed  to  their  censuve,  nor  do  I 
know  how  far  their  influence,  if  exerted,  might  effect  a  •niU- 
apptieation  of  law  to  such  a  publication,  were  it  made.    If  yoi 
thinlc  it  will  give  no  offence,  I  will  send  a  copy  to  each  of  I 
the  students  of  William  and  Mary  College,  and  some  others  j 
to  my  friends  and  to  your  disposal,"  '     Being  informed  that  i 
lie  might  send  them  to  hia  Virginia  frienda  without  risk 
of  censure,  Jefferson  did  so.     The  eighteenth  chapter,  or 
Query,"  contaios  these    often-quoted   words,   written  at 
Montieelto  in  1782:  — 

"  There  miist  doubtless  tw  an  unhappy  influenep  on  the  mannera  1 
f  our  puuple  produwd  liy  the  exiateniie  of  slavery  among  m.  Thfl  4 
'hole  coininurce  between  master  and  sUto  is  a  perpetual  exercise  of  | 
the  most  biiist.ernus  passions,  the  most  no  remitting  despoliBin,  ou 
one  pun,  anil  dograJiug  subu1i8sii)na  on  the  uther.  Onr  cliiUrrn  «>#  | 
tills,  and  learn  to  imitate  it;  fur  man  if  no  innitatire  animal.  If  a  | 
pnreut  <Miuld  liiid  no  motive,  either  in  his  philanthropy  or  hia  splf-love, 
for  rettmining  tlie  intemperance  ofpassion  towards  his  slave,  it^Imnld  I 
■Iways  bo  a  sufficient  one  that  his  child  is  present.  But  geneniUy  it  I 
b  nut  sufficient.  The  parent  storms;  the  child  looks  on,  (:ati>lit>s  tha  1 
tioeaineDts  of  wrath,  puts  on  the  same  airs  in  the  rirdo  of  siimllcr  I 
tlaTes,  gives  a  Was  reia  to  his  worst  passions,  aud  tlins  uurseil,  [ 
educated,  and  duily  exercised  in  tyranny,  cannot  but  he  stamped  by  j 
it  with  odious  peculiarities.  The  man  must  be  a  pn>clif:y  who  can  I 
teliun  his  manners  and  morals  iindepraved  by  such  cirrumettin 
And  with  what  execration  should  that  statesman  be  loaded  who,  per-  I 
mitting  one  half  the  citizens  to  trample  un  the  rights  of  the  other,  , 
transTonns  those  into  despots  and  ihese  into  eoeiiiim,  destroys  iho  J 
morals  of  the  one  port  and  the  amor  patriae  o(  the  otiierf     For  if  a 

I  It  appfsrs  by  a  lettar  from  Monroe  to  Jefferson  (New  York,  Jan.  IB,  J 
1 17Sfl),  tliBt  it  wao  what  he  had  said  ot  tlie  ludiuis  o(  Virginia,  rather  than  I 
K  his  ntlscli  upon  negro  slavery,  which  Jeffefson  ffsred  might  not  be  well  re-  1 
I  «el»<M  in  hie  natiTe  Swte,  —  he  lored  to  call  it  hia  "  t-onntry."     HonrM  \ 
§thslik*  Jeflenon  for  the  book,  "whieh  I  hnn  read  with  jilsssurs  ind  iui. 
ent,"  and  then  says  :  "  I  shoilld  suppose  the  obwrvations  you  hnre 
n  the  inlijects  you  allude  to  irouW  Aniw  a  vrry  /avorable  tffnt,  sines 
I  DO  considsniUnna  would  indues  them  Init  alovtfor  thtrighlaof  Iiidiatisnnd 
I  /or  jioar  eountry,"    It  would  eeain  that  the  pasBSge  coneeming  sluTpry  gsvs 
in  cflenco,  hut  th(;^loc|aent  ipewh  of  Loitii"  did  ;  snd  in  llVl,  while  Jtf- 
non  WSH  Vic«-Pi«li4^t,  ho  felt  enrnpelird  to  give  chflpter  Hud  verse  for 
IS  Inddents  of  that  wwld-bmous  alTair  of  Logan  and  Ctewp 
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slave  can  have  a  ^Muuiir]-  in  tbi>  wtirld,  it  n 
ercnce  tt>  ttinl  in  which  ha  is  boni  lo  Bve 
which  he  must  luck  hji  ihe  ftwoltieo  of  bis  nature,  contribiile,  a»  tar 
as  depends  rm  IjIs  imlividual  endeitvors,  to  the  evauiBhinent  of  the 
human  nice,  or  t-iitHJI  lils  own  miserable  conditioti  on  the  eudloM 
generations  prwfodiiig  fjtiin  him.'  With  the  morals  of  the  people 
their  industry  is  iil^i  dva'  '  '  '  i  n&nn  oliinnte  do  Duin  will 
labor  fur  himsrlf  who  can  r  labor  for  him-     Thia  is  so 

true,  that  of  the  projirieti  vor^  amali  proportiou  indpfwl 

are  ever  sceu  to  labor,     i-  leniM  of  a  nation  be  deemed 

secure  when  we  have  re  I;  firm  basis,  —  a  conviction 

in  the  minds  of  the  f&ii  iboriies  arc  the  gift  of  God, 

that  they  are  not  to  be  vii  his  wrath  1     Indeed,  1  treni' 

ble  for  iny  will II try  [Virg  reflmit  thai  God  is  jusl;  that 

His  justice  -rauiiirt  sleep  .  nnsidering  uuinbers,  natare, 

and  natural  iiiPiin.i  only,  a  ,, ...  ,.he  wlier^j  uf  fi>rtiiiif  ismnong 

possible  events ;  that  it  may  become  probable  by  supernatural  inter- 
fen-ure.  The  Aluiighty  has  no  attribute  that  can  take  sides  with  us 
in  such  a  contest." 

After  this  generous  outburst  of  indignation  against  what 
he  saw  everywhere  about  him  in  Virginia,  Jefferson  added, 
with  that  wise  optimism  which  was  so  strong  a  feature  in 
his  character :  "  I  think  a  change  already  perceptible  since 
the  origin  of  the  present  Revolution.  The  spirit  of  the  mas- 
ter is  abating ;  that  of  the  slave  is  rising  from  the  dust,  his 
condition  iS"  mollifying;  the  way,  I  hope,  preparing  under 
the  auspices  of  Heaven  for  a  total  emancipation  ;  and  that 
this  is  disposed,  in  the  order  of  events,  to  be  tcitk  the  (consent 
of  the  masters  rather  than  by  their  extirpation."  This  pre- 
diction was  fulfilled  within  half  a  century  from  Jefferson's 
death,  though  not  in  the  way  he  had  conceived,  and  not  with- 
out that  manifestation  of  God's  awakened  justice,  at  the 
thought  of  which  the  true  Virginian  trembled  for  Virginia, 
Kansas,  a  part  of  the  vast  region  which  Jefferson  had  wrested 
from  Spain  and  France  and  devoted  to  liberty,  was  to  be  the 
first  theatre  of  God's  judgments  ;  and  John  Brown,  Jeffer- 

'  Sole  estate  bis  sire  bequciitlied 
(Hapless  sire  to  hajdesa  son), 
Wtts  the  wailing  eong  lie  brestlicd, 
And  his  chain  when  lire  wu  dune. 

Enekboh,  VolutilaTie$. 
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son's  most  radical  disciple,  who  went  even  beyond  bis  master  • 
in  devotion  to  freedom,  was  that  servant  of  tlie  Lord  who 
most  clearly  coiapreheDded  aod  fulfilled  the  divine  purpose, 
whether  in  Kansas  or  Virginia.    This  the  heart  of  the  people  I 
instinctively  racognized  from  the  first,  and  to  this  even  Jiis   I 
enemies  have  borne  witness.     One  of  the  most  garrulous  of 
these  enemies  (though  formerly  professing  to  be  Brown's   ( 
friend),  Charles  Robinson  of  Kansas,  wrote  thus  to  a  true  I 
friend  of  Brown,  James  Hanway,  in  February,  1878,  con-  • 
cerning  one  of  the  Kansas  hero's  moat  debated  deeds :  "I 
never  had  mnch  doubt  that  Captain  Brown  was  the  author 
of  the  blow  at  Pottawatomie,  for  the  reason  that  lie  teas 
the  only  tnan  who  comprehended  the  situation  and  Haw  the 
absolute  necessity  of  some  such  blow,  and  had  the  rierve  to 
strike  it." 

The  condition  of  affairs  in  Kansas  when  John  Brown 
appeared  there,  iii  October,  1855,  had  become  such  that  do 
milder  measures  than  he  adopted  would  meet  the  exigency. 
The  advice  given  by  Atchison  and  the  lenders  of  the  slave 
oligarchy  all  over  the  South  had  been  followed,  and  hud 
borne  fruit  aceordingly.  The  first  of  many  Territorial  gov- 
ernoTS  of  Kansas,  a  Pennsylvania  Democrat,  Andrew  H. 
Eeeder  by  name,  reached  Leavenworth  in  October,  18^4, 
and  established  his  office  temporarily  there.  He  ordered  an 
election  for  delegate  to  Congress.  Nov.  29,  1854,  at  which  ' 
hundreds  of  Miasourians  voted,  casting,  with  other  pro- 
slavery  men,  2,258  votes  for  Whitfield,  the  proslavery  can- 
didate, out  of  2,905  votes  thrown.  On  the  28th  of  February, 
1855,  a  census  of  the  voters  was  completed  by  Governor 
Eeeder,  and  the  number  declared  to  be  2,906,  the  whole  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  in  eighteen  election  districts  being  then 
.8,501.  The  most  important  election,  that  for  members  of  ' 
the  Territorial  Legislature,  was  appointed  for  March  30, 
1855,  at  which  time  the  genuine  population  conld  not  have 
exceeded  ten  thousand,  nor  conld  there  have  been  more  than 
tliree  thousand  legal  voters  in  Kansas.  Yet  the  vote  actu- 
ally counted  was  6,307,  of  which  no  less  than  5,427  were  for 
the  proslavery  candidates.  Not  less  than  four  thousand  of 
tbese  were  frandnlent  votes.  A  writer,  whose  home  was  in 
'XawrcDce  at  the  time,  says  that  for  some  days  beEot« 
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the  election  crowds  of  men  began  to  assemble  at  certain 
reudezvous  on  the  border  counties  of  Missouri,  —  "  rough, 
brutal-looking  men,  of  most  nondescript  appearance,"  but  all 
wearing  the  proslavery  badge,  —  a  white  or  blue  ribbon. 
Many  Missourians  who  did  not  or  could  not  join  these  voting 
excursions  gave  money  or  provisions  or  lent  their  wagons  to 
help  on  the  expedition.  At  St.  Joseph,  near  the  Missouri 
border,  StringfeLlow  made  the  speech  already  quoted,  in 
which  he  also  said,  according  to  the  "  Leavenworth  Herald,'' 
a  proslavery  newspaper :  '•  I  tell  you  to  mark  every  scoun- 
drel among  you  that  is  the  least  tainted  with  free-soilism  or 
abolitionism,  and  exterminate  him.     Keither  give  nor  take 

quarter  from  the  d d  rascals.     I  propose  to  mark  them 

in  this  house  and  on  the  present  occasion,  so  you  may  crush 
them  out."  This  phrase,  "  Neither  give  nor  take  quarter," 
became  the  watchword  of  the  Border  KufRans,  as  these  in- 
va<lers  were  fitly  called.  Provisions  were  sent  before  these 
parties ;  and  those  intended  for  use  at  Lawrence  were  stored 
in  the  house  of  one  Lykins,  for  whose  kinsman  a  county  had 
been  named.  The  polls  were  also  opened  at  his  house.  Some 
of  these  Lawrence  voters  came  in  from  Missouri  the  even- 
ing before  election,  pitched  tents  near  Lawrence,  and  held  a 
meeting  that  night,  in  which  Colonel  Young,  of  Boone  County, 
Mo.,  declared  '•  that  more  voters  were  here  than  would  be 
needed  to  carry  the  election,"  but  that  there  was  a  scarcity 
at  Tecumaeh,  Bluomington,  Hickory  Point,  and  other  places 
eight,  ten,  and  twelve  miles  distant.  Volunteers  came  for- 
ward for  those  elections,  and  the  nest  morning  left  Lawi-ence 
to  vote  there.  The  village  of  Lawrence,  then  containing  a 
few  hundred  persons,  was  entered  March  30,  1855,  by  about 
a  thousand  men,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Young 
and  of  a  distinguished  Missourian,  Claiborne  P.  Jackson. 
They  came  in  about  a  hundred  wagons  and  on  horseback, 
with  music  and  banners;  armed  with  guns,  pistols,  rifies, 
and  bowie-knives.  They  brought  also  two  cannon  loaded 
with  musket  balls,  but  had  no  occasion  to  use  them,  for 
the  Lawrence  people  submitted  quietly  to  this  outrage. 
Colonel  Young  did  not  send  off  any  of  his  armed  volunteers 
to  other  points  until  he  was  satisfied,  as  he  said,  that  "the 
citizens  of  Lawrence  were  not  going  to  offer  any  resistance 
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to  their  voting."  Mrs.  Charles  EobinsoD,  who  published  a 
volume  about  Kansas  in  1856,  says,  what  is  confirmed  hy 
the  testimony  taken  by  the  Cougressional  Comiuiitee  of 
1856:  >  — 

"  WboD  this  band  of  ineu  wure  Doiuiiig  to  Lawrenve,  they  tnol 
N-  B.  Blantuu,  fonncrlj  of  Mit«uuri,  who  hsd  btwn  upptiiuted  o 
the  jtMJgos  of  plfulbn  by  Gfivurnur  Beedur.  Upon  his  sayiag  thai  he 
should  feel  bound,  in  exccuUng  the  ilutieB  of  his  olfiw,  to  demand  the 
onth  as  t»  resijeace  in  the  Ti^rritory,  they  sticiupted,  by  bribes  first, 
and  then  with  threats  "f  hanging,  to  induce  hitn  Ui  receive  their  votes 
without  the  oath.  Mr.  UlauUm  unt  ap])euriDg  on  the  election  day, 
a  new  judgPi  by  name  Robert  A.  Cumniius,  who  claimed  thai  a  uian 
had  a  right  to  vote  if  he  hod  been  in  the  Territory  but  an  liuur,  whs 
Appointed  in  his  phice.  The  Missouriana  came  to  the  polls  from  the 
Mooiid  ravine  weat  of  the  tuwn,  whore  tbey  were  encamped  in  tents, 
in  parties  of  ouo  hundred  at  a  lime.  Before  the  veiling  commenced, 
huwever,  they  said  that '  if  the  judges  apptiinted  by  the  governor  did 
not  aUtiw  tliew  to  vote,  they  would  appoint  judges  who  would.' 
They  did  so  in  the  raae  of  Mr.  Abbott,  one  of  the  jndgce,  who  had 
become  iudignant,  and  resigned.  The  immediate  occasion  was  Colo- 
nel Toang'a  refiising  to  laku  ihe  oatfi  that  ho  was  a  resident  of  Kan- 
sas. When  asked  by  Mr.  Abbott  '  if  he  intended  to  make  Kansas  ^ 
his  future  home,'  he  replied  that '  it  woa  nunc  of  his  business ; '  thkt 
'  if  ho  was  a  resident  there,  he  should  ask  uo  more.'  Colonel  Youtw  Jl 
then  mounted  on  the  window-sill,  lolling  the  cruwd  '  he  liail  vot<jf  Jl 
and  they  could  du  the  same.'  He  told  the  judges  '  it  via 
swearing  thein,  as  they  wouhl  all  BWRar  as  he  had  done.'  The  otherl 
Jndges  deciding  to  receive  such  votes,  Mr.  Abbott  resigned." 

At  other  voting-places  the  judges  of  election  were  treated^ 
with  great  indignity,  and  particularly  at  Bloomington,  whei 
an  "  old  soldier,"  John  A.  Wakefield,  waa  one  of  the  chief  '^ 
citizens.     Upon  the  refusal  of  the  judges  to  resign,  the  mob 
broke  in  the  windows  of  the  polling-place,  and,  presenting 
pistols  and  guns,  threatened  to  shoot  them.     A  voice  from 
thtt  outside  cried,  "  Do  not  shoot  them ;  there  are  proslavery  j 
men  in  the  house  ! "    The  two  Free-State  judges  still  refusing^ 
to  allow  Missourians  tfi  vote,  one  .Tones  led  on  a  party  witll 
bowie-knives  drawn  and  pistols  cocked,  telling  the  judges 

*  or  this  eoumittee  John  Sbennan,  now  Senator  bom  Ohio,  i 
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"he  would  give  them  five  minutes  to  resign  or  die."  The 
iive  minutes  passed  by.  Joues  eaid  he  "  would  give  auotber 
miuute,  but  no  more."  The  proslavety  judge  suatched  up 
the  bal lot-boxes,  and,  crying  out  "Hurrah  for  Missouri!" 
ran  into  the  crowd.  The  other  judges,  persuaded  by  their 
friends,  who  thought  them  in  imminent  peril,  passed  out, 
one  of  them  putting  the  poll-books  in  his  pocket.  The  Mis- 
souri mob  pursued  hiui,  took  the  books  away,  and  then 
turned  upon  Wakefield,  ehoutiiig,  "Take  him,  dead  or 
alive  1 "  What  followed  may  be  given  in  Wakefield's  own 
words :  — 

*'  I  ran  into  the  buuee  anil  told  Mr,  Rftineay  lo  give  me  hia  double- 
barrelled  ahtit-gUQ.  The  mnli  rode  uji,  aud  1  ehuuld  tliink  a  doEon  or 
more  preseuled  ibcir  pialola  ot  nie.  1  drew  up  tho  gun  ut  Jones,  the 
lender.  Wo  eUxiA  that  way  perhapa  for  u  ininule.  A  uiao  profcsa- 
iag  lo  be  my  frieoH  undertook  lo  taku  tho  gun  tmin  me,  saying,  '  If 
you  ehiml.  wowillBll  be  killed:  we  wtn'tfight  this  army,'  My  reply 
was,  to  etand  off,  or  I  wuuld  shoot  lUm  —  whii^h  ho  did.  Then  »ue 
of  niy  friends  spoke  in  a  very  culm  maimer  and  siiid,  '  Judge,  juu 
had  belter  surreoder;  we  cannot  figlit  tliis  army  without  aruiB.'  I 
the  a  said  I  must  know  the  conditlonsi  and  remarked  to  the  mob, 
'  Gentlemen,  what  do  you  want  with  me  I '  Some  one  said,  '  Wo 
want  you  to  go  back  to  [ho  polls  aud  state  whothcr  it  was  not  you 
that  persuaded  tho  judges  to  take  away  the  poll-hooks.'  1  said  I 
could  easily  say  no,  for  I  cjiuld  not  get  Id  hearing  c)f  the  jadgea ;  but 
if  I  could  have,  I  should  have  done  it.  I  said  I  would  go  bank,  but 
go  alone ;  I  went  back,  and  got  upon  a  wagon  and  made  them  a 
short  Hpceuh.  I  told  them  I  was  an  old  Foldicr,  and  had  fought 
through  two  wars  for  the  rights  of  my  country,  and  I  thought  I  had 
a  privilege  there  that  day.  I  said  ihey  were  in  the  wrong,  —  thai 
we  were  not  the  AholitJonists  ihey  represented  us  to  be,  but  wi.<re 
Free-Siato  men ;  that  they  wore  abusing  ua  unjustly,  and  that  ilieir 
aeis  were  contrary  to  organic  law  and  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  A  man  cried  out,  while  I  was  speaking,  Bevural  times, 
'  Shoot  him  1  he 's  too  saucy.'  When  I  got  through  and  got  down 
from  the  wagon,  a  tnan  came  up  and  told  me  he  witnted  to  tie  a  white 
ribbon  in  my  biitlon-hole,  or  '  the  buys  would  kill  me.'  I  first  re- 
fused ;  but  he  insialed,  and  1  let  him  do  it;  then  I  tnmed  round  and 
cut  it  out  with  my  knife.  I  then  made  an  attempt  to  leave,  when 
they  cried  out,  '  Stay  with  us  and  vote ;  we  don't  want  you  to  leave.' 
1  thanked  them,  but  told  them  they  could  have  it  t4i  themselves 
then,  I  should  leave  them ;  and  I  wont." 
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There  was  somethtDg  of  FaUtaff  about  this  old  Judge 
Wakefield,  whose  house  was  afterward  burned  in  some  of 
the  raids  of  1856,  aad  of  whom  mauy  anecdotee  are  told. 
But  neither  he  nor  the  other  brave  men  who  took  part  in 
this  election  could  do  much  against  an  invasion  from  Mis- 
souri in  such  overwhelming  numbers.  An  English  traveller, 
Mr.  Thomas  H.  Gladstone,  distantly  related  to  the  English 
premier,  who  visited  Kansas  in  ISSC,  and  has  written  a  book 
about  it,'  relates,  on  the  authority  of  others,  some  inciileots 
of  this  fraudulent,  or  "bogus,"  election  thus: — 

"  A  PreflbjTerian  dergjmau,  the  Rev.  Frpilcric  SIhtt,  who  waa  an 
eyp-witucsa  "f  the  fraad  and  iiiliiniiiation  prHCtlaei]  At  Leavenwurth 
City,  and  has  published  a  utatement  of  this  and  preceding  evftits, 
descTil*e  a  wcnu  by  do  means  nire  on  the  occasion  of  this  election. 
'  Some  four  days  later,'  he  writes,  '  I  waa  on  my  horse  retamiDg  from 
Platte  City  to  Westun,  wboit  fuur  witgous  cume  along,  and  on  the 
buttoma  tut  six  men.  A  ]Hile  about  five  feet  high  stuck  bult  upright 
at  the  IroDt  of  the  wagon ;  im  iis  tiip  stuck  no  inverted  empty  wliiskey- 
botlle;  across  the  stick  at  right  angles  whs  tied  a  bowie-kaife  i  a 
bluek  euuliric  ting.  wiLb  a  deal  h 'a- head -and- bun  ea  diiuked  on  it  in 
whil«  pnjnt,  and  a  Uiiig  streamer  uf  beautiful  glossy  Missouri  hempi 
floated  fwni  the  pole ;  there  was  a  revolver  hiahcd  ftcnws    '  '    ' 

aad  a  powiler-kom  hanging  loosely  by  it.     They  bore  thi 
symbols  uf  Missouri  ruffians  returning  frinn  Kansas.'" 
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A  Missouri  newspaper  friendly  to  the  Uorder  Euffis 
said,  soon  after  this  affair : 

"  From  five  to  seven  thousand  men  started  from  Missonri  to  attend 
the  eleclioQ ;  scimc  to  rnn-ive,  but  tin'  m-ist  to  return  to  their  fami- 
lies, with  an  intenlion,  if  they  likwl  the  Territory,  to  make  it  thi'ir 
permanent  abode  at  the  earliest  moment  praciiciible.  But  tJiey  in- 
tended to  vote.  The  Mii-souriaus  were,  many  of  them,  Douglas 
County  men.  There  were  one  hundred  and  fifty  voters  from  this 
oonuty,  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  from  Howard,  one  hundred 
from  Cooper.  Indeed,  every  county  furnished  its  luota;  and  when.! 
they  set  out  it  looked  like  an  army.  They  were  armed ;  and  a 
were  no  booses  in  the  Territory,  they  carried  tenls.     Their  i 

1  The  F-ngbshinan  in  Knnans ;  or,  Squatter  Life  and  Border  V 
By  T.  H.  Gladstone,  Esq.,  author  of  the  "  Latters  fnim 
London  Tim™.     New  York  ■   MiiW  «  To..    18S7.      T. 
It  oTthe  K 
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was  a  peaceable  one,  —  to  vote,  and  to  drive  down  Etakea  fur  future 
homes.  After  the  election,  etnue  fiftoeu  hundred  uf  the  V(ii«rs  sent  a 
coiamittee  to  Mr.  lUieder  ti>  ascertain  if  it  was  hia  purpuge  to  ratify 
the  election.  He  Eiaid  that  it  iras,  and  that  the  uiujurit;  must  can-y 
the  day.  But  it  is  uot  to  be  denied  thitt  the  fifteen  hundred,  apprt- 
hendiny  that  the  governor  might  attempt  to  play  the  tyTont,  —  since 
hia  conduct  had  already  been  tngidioas  atui  Kryu»t,  — wore  on  their 
hal»  hunches  of  hemp.  They  were  resolved,  if  a  tyrant  attempted  to 
trample  on  the  rights  of  a  sovereign  people,  to  hatig  him." 

The  Legislature  chosen  in  the  mauner  above  described  held 
its  sessions  within  a  mile  or  two  of  the  Missouri  border,  at 
a  place  called  the  Shawnee  Misaiou,  but  spent  the  time  when 
they  were  not  iu  session  at  the  Missouri  towTi  of  Wcstport. 
They  unseated  most  of  the  few  Frce-Stiite  members  who 
were  declared  by  Governor  Reeder  elected;  but  the  most 
distinguished  member  of  the  Council,  or  upper  house,  Martin 
F.  Conway  (a  Maryliuid  lawyer,  who  afterward  represented 
Kansas  in  Congi'css),  resigned  his  seat  on  the  ground  that 
the  whole  election  was  illegal.  Governor  Eeeder  early  no- 
tified both  houses  that  he  could  uot  recognize  their  legality 
or  approve  their  legislation;  but  he  was  removed  by  the 
subservient  President  Pierce,  who  dared  not  resist  the  dic- 
tates of  the  slaveholders ;  and  the  "  bogus  "  Legislature 
proceeded,  in  August  and  September,  1855,  to  the  most  ex- 
treme and  infamous  action  in  support  of  slavery.  A  res- 
olution offered  by  J.  H.  Stringfellow  was  adopted  in  these 
words :  — 

"  Be  it  resolved  by  the  House  of  Bepresentatireii,  the  Council  eonair- 
ring  tlierein,  That  it  is  llie  duty  uf  the  proalavery  party,  the  Uiiion- 
hiviug  men  of  Khusis  Territory,  to  know  but  one  issue,  Slavery; 
and  that  any  party  making,  or  alleuipting  to  make,  any  other  is  and 
ah.Hild  be  held  aa  an  ally  of  Abolitionism  Hod  Difiunianisin." 

The  same  Stringfellow  (so  appropriately  named),  in  a 
letter  to  the  "Montgomery  Advertiser,"  wrote:  "We  have 
now  laws  more  efficient  to  protect  slave-property  than  any 
State  in  the  Union,  These  laws  have  just  taken  effect 
(Sept.  1,  1855),  and  have  already  silenced  Abolitionists;  for 
in  spite  of  their  heretofore  boasting,  these  know  they  will  be 
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enforced  to  the  very  letter  aud  witli  the  utmost  rigor," 
us  see,  then,  what  these  laws  were,  which  Johu  Brown  was    ' 
even  then  journeying  towards  Kansas,  tlirough  Illinois  and   ■ 
Missouri,  to  confront  and  overthrow.    Mr.  Gladstone  aays  of 
Lthis  Missouri-born  Legislature:  — 

"  B«iug  in  haate  to  (five  a  oodo  of  lawn  to  Kunaiw,  they  tmnsferred 
■inlo  a  volume  of  more  thao  a  thouNaud  jwges  the  greater  part  of  the    i 
■  laws  of  their  own  Stale,  subslituting  the  words  '  Territory  of  Kan-    : 
Ibm'  for  'State  of  Missotiri.'     lu  pruwetioo  uf  slavery  they  eoacted 
[ftr  more  rigorous  laws  ihao  obtain  iu  Missouri,  or  ibau  were  i 

■e  cuQceivei]  of,  —  niaking  il  a  felony  to  utter  a  word  ngaiust  the 
(institDtioD,   or  even  to  have  in  pobsession  a  buok  or  paper  which 
8  the  right  to  hold  slaves  in  Kansas-     It  will  be  seen  that  for 
Bwery  oupy  of  a  Pree-State  pajwr  whieh  a  peniou  niigfai  innocently 
IparoliHBe,  the  law  would  justify  that  [wraon'a  condeomiiliou  to  pi 
Vwrvitude  for  two  or  five  youre,  dragging  a  heavy  ball  and  chain  at    { 
f  Us  anhle,  and  hired  out  for  labor  on  the  public  roads  or  fur  ihe  s«r- 
~  «  of  individuals  at  the  fixed  price  of  fifty  cents  per  dietii.    80  com- 
pretwnsive  did  these  legislatuis  make  their  slavo-eode,  thitt  by  Iho    1 
authority  they  thus  gave  th<,-RiBelvos  thry  could  iu  a  very  short  I 
Lave  made  every  Prtw-Slate  man  a  chained  convict,  alandiog  side  by    I 
'ie,  if  they  so  pleased,  willi  their  slaves,  and  giving  years  of  forced    I 
frlabor  for  tfae  behiHif  of  their  prosliivery  felUiw-cilieens.     The  Legis-'' 
BbtDro  proceeded  also  to  elect  offiwrs  for  the  Territory.     Even  iha 
■executive  and  judiciary  were  made  to  hold  office  from  itself;  nnd  h 
ners  chosen  by  the  Legislature,  insteitd  of  the  in- 
inbitaots  theinsetves,  was  empowered  to  appoint  the  sheri^,  Juslieea  1 
Wti  the  poAoo,  coDslables,  and  all  other  offiwrs  in  the  varioDs  couu  ~ 
hilo  which  llie  Territory  was  divided.     Every  member  of  Buoeneding  ' 
legislatares,  every  judge  of  electinu,  every  voter,  must  sweur  tii  hia 
faithfulness  on  the  test  questions  of  slavery.    Every  officer  in  the    ' 
Territory,  judicial,  executive,  or  legislative,  every  attorney  admilled 
to  practice  in  the  courts,  every  juryman  weighing  evidence  on  the 
rights  of  slaveholders,  must  attest  his  soundness  in  the  interest  rif    | 
slavery,  and  his  reiutiness  to  indorse  its  moet  n-pngnant  measures. 
For  further  security  the  members  of  the  assembly  soliiMittod  their    ■ 
enactments  to  the  chief-justice'  fur  cunfirmatiou.     This  judicial 

•  "Had  bo  not  the  Chief-Jnsti™,"  soid  Burke,  in  hia  impeachment  of 
W«fren  Hastings,  — ■  "the  taiiipd  and  domesticated  ChiefJnstice,  who  wwitwl 
on  liim  like  a  familiar  spirit  t"  The  Kansss  dignitary  of  this  uamp  tnd 
function  wss  he  of  whom  John  Brown  once  said,  "  he  had  o  ferfiel  right  to 
be  hDUg." 
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poufinnation  was  grattfuUf  given.  All  they  had  done  was  JcctorGd 
logol ;  uDil  tiic  alioriSs  and  other  local  officcre  nppobtpd  liy  the  Leg- 
bUlui'e  were  equally  ready  with  their  aid  in  ilie  exocu^oD  of  these 
uujust  laws." 

To  show  that  our  EngHsh  visitor,  in  his  blunt  indignation 
at  the  iniquity  he  found  flagrant  in  KajiBas,  has  exitggerated 
nothiug,  let  me  cite  the  very  words  of  this  slave-code :  — 


Chapter  CLI. 


An  Act  to  puniih  Offrnees  against  Slave 
Property, 


8kc.  3-  If  aay  free  person  shall,  by  sjienkiiig,  writing,  or  print- 
ing, advise,  pemuade,  or  inilure  any  elaves  to  rehet,  c>u>«pire  against, 
or  inurderany  citizen  of  this  Tiirrilorj,  or  shall  bniiginlo,  print,  write, 
publish,  or  wreuUle,  or  cause  to  be  bruaght  inUi,  printed,  written, 
publiahed,  or  circnlatod,  or  shall  knowingl;/  aid  or  assist  in  lAc  bring- 
ing into,  printing,  writing,  publishing,  or  drcalating,  in  this  Tfrri- 
torg  any  book,  pamphlrt,  paper,  magazine,  or  eiTCular,  for  Ihe  purpose 
(ffexeiting  insurrecttott,  rebellion,  revolt,  or  wnspiract/  on  tfte  part  of 
the  slaves,  frt*  negroes,  or  mulalbtes,  against  the  citizcne  of  the  Terri- 
Uffy  or  any  piirt  of  thtin,  such  persou  ehoU  bo  guilty  of  felony,  and 
enfftr  death. 

Skc.  4.  If  any  pereon  ehall  entice,  decoy,  or  carry  away  out  of  thi« 
Territory  any  aliivu  l)elougiiig  t»  nnotlier,  with  intent  to  deprive  the 
owner  tlierwif  of  the  services  of  such  slave,  or  with  iutenl  to  effirl  or 
procure  ihe  freedom  of  such  slave,  he  shall  bo  adjudgeil  guilty  of 
grand  larceny,  and  on  conviction  thereof,  xhaU  suffer  death,  or  be 
imprisoned  at  hard  labor  for  not  less  than  ten  yean. 

8kc.  5.  If  any  person  shall  lud  or  MtaeX  in  cuiidng,  demyiiig, 
liersnading,  or  carrying  away,  or  sending  out  of  this  Territory  any 
sinve  belon^ng  to  another,  vrith  intent  to  effect  or  procure  the  free- 
<l"Ln  of  such  slave,  or  with  intent  to  deprive  the  owner  thereof  of  ilie 
KTvices  of  sDnh  slave,  he  shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  grand  Inrceuy, 
and  on  conviction  thereof  He  shaH  suffer  death,  or  be  imprisoned  at 
hafd  labor  fiir  not  lew  than  ten  years. 

Sec.  6.  If  any  person  shall  entice,  deeoy,  or  carry  away  out  of 
any  Stale  or  other  Territory  of  the  United  States  any  slave  belonging 
tn  another,  with  intent  to  pnicure  or  effect  the  freedom  of  such  slave, 
or  to  deprive  the  owners  thereof  of  the  servipes  of  such  slave,  and  shall 
bring  Bucli  slave  into  this  Territory,  he  shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of 
grand  larMny,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  slave  had  been  enticed, 
decoyed,  or  curried  away  out  of  this  Territory;  and  in  ; 
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'  larceny  may  be  charged  to  have  been  coinniilted  in  any  oiiimty  nf 
this  Territury  iuto  or  thriiiigh  whii^b  sucli  e\a\e  Bboll  htive  been 
brniiglic  by  aurh  jmtboh;  aud  on  c/invictiou  thereof,  Ihe  peraim  offeml- 
ing  ehaU  mffer  death,  or  bo  iinpriBcued  at  bard  labor  fur  not  lean  tiiun 

ftMi  years. 
.  8bo.  9.  If  any  penon  sball  resist  any  officer  wbila  atteroptiiig  to 
arrest  any  slave  that  may  have  escaped  fhitn  the  service  uf  bis  tiia«ier 
or  owner,  or  shall  resiiue  such  slave  when  in  tbe  custody  of  any  officer 
or  othw  person,  or  shall  entice,  persuade,  aid,  or  asidat  eucfa  slave 
from  the  custody  of  any  officer  or  otbe*  person  who  may  have  aueh 
slnvo  in  custody,  whether  such  sluve  have  escaped  fi'om  the  service 
of  his  master  or  owner  in  this  Territory  or  in  any  olher  State  or  Ter- 
ritory, tlie  persiin  so  oflendiog  shall  be  guilty  of  felony,  and  punished 
by  iiopriaonment  at  hard  labor  for  a  term  not  less  than  two  yetua. 

B    Seo.  11.   If  any  person  print,  write,  inimdoce  into,  publish,  or 

Ptlrculato,  or  cause  to  be  brought  into,  printed,  written,  publialied,  or 

circulated,  or  shall  knowingly  nid  or  assist  in  bringing  intti,  printing, 

publisliing,   or  circuliiting   within   this  Territory   any  book,    pnper, 

pamphlet,  iniigaxine,  handbiU,  or  circular  containing  any  BtaUmenU, 

ivpumenls,  opinions,  sfniivient,  doeti-tne,  advice,  or  innuendo  calat- 

K-biltd  to  produce  a  dimrdm-ly,  dangawa,  or  rebellimig  dite^ffection 

tong  the  slaves  of  this  Territory,  or  to  induce  such  slava  to  emxipe 

n  the  tervice  qf  their  magter»,  or  r«gi»t  their  authority,  he  sfttiU  be 

tUty  of  felony,  and  be  punished  by  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  fur 

a  lerm  not  less  than  fiee  years. 

iC.  12.  If  any  free  person,  by  speaking  or  by  writing,  assert  or 
itain  that  persona  have  not  the  right  to  hold  slaves  iu  this  Ter- 
y,  or  shall  introdiieo  into  this  Territi)ry,  print,  publish,  write, 
ilale,  or  cause  to  be  printed,  published,  written,  circulated,  or 
htmducied  into  this  Territory,  any  book,  paper,  magazine,  {>amphlet, 
ir  circular  containing  any  denUl  of  ihe  right  uf  persons  to  hold  slaves 
D  this  Territory,  such  person  shall  he  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and 
[ranjsheil  h;  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  fur  a  term  not  less  than 
wo  years, 

13.  No  person  who  is  Eonsclentionsly  opposed  to  holding 
IT  who  does  not  adtuit  the  right  to  hold  slaves  in  this  Ter- 
tory,  shall  sit  as  a  juror  on  the  tri«l  of  any  prosecation  (or  any 
iolatioQ  of  any  of  tbe  sections  of  this  act. 

It  is  plain  at  a  glance,  that  Thomas  Jefferson,  through 
irbom  the  existence  of  Kansas  as  a  part  of  the  United  States 
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was  raade  possible,  and  wlio  wrote  the  first  charter  of  our 
national  existence,  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  had  he 
been  living  in  Kansas  under  these  detestable  laws,  could  not 
have  held  office  nor  sat  on  a  jury  ;  uay,  he  would  have  been 
liable  to  punishment  as  a  felon,  certainly  under  section  elevea, 
and  probably  to  the  puiiisbnient  of  death  under  section  three. 
If  he  dreaded  in  1785  some  mild  "  misapplication  of  law  " 
which  would  have  prevented  the  circulation  of  his  "  Notes 
on  Virginia,"  what  would  he  have  said  in  3865  of  that  worse 
than  British  or  French  tjTanny  which  punished  all  generous 
sentiments  in  favor  of  the  poor  slave  with  imprisonment 
and  with  death  ?  Yet  the  men  who  enacted  these  laws,  and 
the  baser  men  at  Washington  who  had  them  enforced  by  the 
natiomil  courts  and  the  national  army,  were  the  professed 
followers  of  Jefferson,  and  one  of  them,  the  Secretary  of 
"War,  bore  his  name.' 

Such  a  crisis  could  not  escape  the  eye  nor  fail  to  command 
the  presence  of  John  Brown.  The  disciple  of  FranVlin  and 
Jefferson,  he  could  not  be  other  than  the  sworn  foeman  of 
Franklin  Pierce  and  Jefferson  Davis,  whom  God,  for  our 
sins,  had  allowed  to  be  set  in  authority  over  us  and  over 
Kansas.  He  went  far  beyond  Jefferson  and  Franklin,  those 
founders  of  American  democracy,  in  his  sternness  of  hostil- 
ity to  oppression.  Jefferson  had  said,  quoting  an  imaginary 
epitaph  on  Bradshaw  the  regicide,  "  Rebellion  to  tyrants  ia 
obedience  to  God ; "  and  the  spirit  of  that  maxim  had  sought 
expression  in  the  escutcheon  of  Virginia,  with  its  proud 
legend,  "  Sic  semper  tf/rannis."  But  Brown  found  in  the 
tenets  of  Calvinism,  in  the  practice  of  bis  Puritan  ancestors, 
and  in  the  oracles  of  the  Bible,  a  more  imperative  and  prac- 
tical duty  enjoined,  which  be  hastened  to  perform  at  Potta- 
watomie and  elsewhere.  There  rang  in  his  ears  those  deep 
notes  of  "  the  ballad-singer  of  Calvinism  "  (a-s  Eniprson  called 
Isaac  Watts)  chanting  in  Puritan  verse  the  avenging  justice 
of  the  Hebrew  Jehovah :  — 


'  Jegersim  Davis  wss  Secretarj  of  War  under  FravJcIin  Pien^e ;  bnt 
Franklin  and  JelTerBon.  for  whom  tbry  wrre  nmntKl,  could  both  have  been 
shut  or  boDged  in  Kansas  under  their  admiuistTHtion,  if  tbeu  living  ud 
iDBiaMining  th«  doctrines  which  gave  tbeoi  re 
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"  JodgMwho  rnk  the  world  bj  km. 
Will  ;e  dcspiM  the  righteoas  caqm. 
When  th'  injured  poor  before  70U  ituidi  f  / 

DwB  y«  coademn  the  lighteous  poor,  .' 

And  1st  rich  sinnera  'scape  ucuTe, 
Whils  gold  and  grMtness  bribe  joor  hand*  t 

"  Bits  ye  forgot,  or  never  knew. 
That  God  will  judge  the  juilges  too  t 
High  in  the  heavens  bis  justics  reigns ; 
Yet  yon  invade  the  rights  of  Ood, 
And  send  yoor  bold  decrees  abrvsd 
To  bind  the  conscieooe  in  jonr  Ftmins. 

"  Bi«ak  out  their  teeth,  eternal  Ood  )  — 
Those  teeth  of  Houh  dyed  in  blood,  — 
And  crash  the  serpents  in  the  dust  1 
As  empty  chaff,  when  whirlwinds  rise. 
Before  the  sweeping  tempest  flies, 
60  let  their  hopes  and  names  be  lost. 

"Thus  ihttll  the  justice  of  the  Lord 
Freedom  and  peace  to  men  oObrd  ; 
And  all  that  hear  shall  join  and  say, 
'  Sara  there  'a  a  God  that  rules  on  high, 
A  Ood  that  hears  his  children  cry, 
And  all  their  suDerings  will  repay.'  " 

Until  Brown  arrived  on  the  scene  in  Kansas,  few  blows 
had  been  struck  in  the  Lord's  cause.  Mr.  Gladstone,  who 
reached  Kansas  City  May  22,  1856,  at  the  very  moment 
when  Brown  heard  of  the  burning  of  Lawrence,  says ;  — 

*'  Among  all  the  Bcenea  of  violenee  I  witnessed  it  is  reuiarhable 
that  the  offending  parties  were  invariably  on  the  proslavery  side. 
The  Free-State  men  appeared  to  mo  h>  be  intimidated  and  overawed 
in  coQsequenee,  not  merely  of  the  detenoination  and  defiant  bolduesB 
of  their  opponents,  bnt  etill  more  through  the  eanctiun  given  to  tbeee 
sets  by  the  Government." 

He  waa  deeply  impressed  with  the  wild  and  fierce  aspect 
of  the  Border  Eufiians,  as  he  first  saw  them.     He  says  :  — 

"  It  was  on  the  night  of  May  22, 1856,  that  I  first  came  in  contact 
with  the  MicBourian  patriots.  I  had  just  arrived  in  Kansaa  City,  and 
•hall  never  forget  the  appearance  nf  the  lawless  mob  that  poured  into 
the  place,  inflamed  with  drink,  glntted  with  the  indulgence  of  the 
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vilest  pa8sioa8,  ilispliiying  with  liiuJ  lionets  tbe  '  [iluntlor '  tliey  liwl 
taken  fruLii  thn  inhabiUmts,  and  thinling  for  thu  oppurtuuity  iif  re- 
peating the  sac;k  of  Liitireueo  Od  »i>iiie  uther  offeoditig  pljic«.  Mbl, 
fur  the  most  jmrt  of  larjxe  framoi  with  red  flaDnul  ahiits  au<l  immense 
boots  worn  outsiile  llitij'  trousers,  Ihoir  fauea  unwashed  aud  uoahaven, 
still  recking  ivith  ilu'  dust  and  Buiuke  of  Lawrence,  wearing  their 
most  savage  lnuks,  iiml  jilvinR  utterance  to  tbe  miiat  horrihlo  inipre- 
catlona  and  lilasiilicuiics;  'Ver,  to  the  leelii  with  riliea 

and  revolvers,  cutlasat-s,  a  'us,  — meh  were  the  lueii  I 

saw  around  int.     Sutoe  di  ;osque  iuterniiKlure  iu  Hwlr 

druBS,  having  .■.nissed  their  igh  ahin  with  the  eatlii  vest 

or  narrow  dress-coat,  pilUifj  Lawrence  Yankee,  or  haviug 

girded  theraaelves  with  the  tls  which  the  day  before  had 

adorned  theciirtaiDaurtbo  Lcl.    Looking  around  at  ihi-se 

gniU)>!i  of  drunken,  bellov  iraty  dcuiuua,  who  eruwded 

around  the  bar  of  tbtt  hotel  Iriuk,  or  vented  their  furiuua 

noise  on  tbe  levee  outMido,  l  lell  ttiat  all  loy  former  oxperieuoeB  of 
Border  men  and  MiiisoUTiana  bore  faint  cumparlson  with  tlic  spectacle 
presented  by  this  wretched  crew,  who  appeared  only  the  more  terrify- 
ing from  the  darkneaa  of  the  surrouiidlug  nigtiL  The  hotel  iu  Kan- 
sas City,  where  we  were,  was  the  next,  they  said,  that  should  fiiU,  — 
the  attack  was  being  planned  that  night;  and  such,  they  declared, 
should  he  the  end  of  every  place  winch  was  built  by  Free-Slale  men, 
or  harbored  '  those  rascally  Abolitionists.'  Happily,  this  threat  waa 
notfuIfiUed." 

Nor  was  the  astonished  Englishman  left  in  any  doubt 
what  all  this  meant.  He  had  visited  New  York,  Washing- 
ton, and  most  of  the  Southern  States  before  going  to  Kansas, 
aud  went  there  from  Mississippi.  He  says :  "  When  in  South 
Carolina  and  other  Southern  States,  I  witnessed  extraordi- 
nary meetings,  presided  over  by  men  of  influence,  at  which 
addresses  of  almost  incredible  violence  were  delivered  on 
the  necessity  of  'forcing  slavery  into  Kansas,'  of  'spreading 
the-beneficent  influence  of  Southern  institutions  over  the 
new  Territories,'  of  driving  back  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet 
the  nigger-stealing  scum  poured  down  by  Northern  fanati- 
cism." He  knew  what  was  the  temper  of  Pierce,  Gushing, 
Davi.s,  Mason,  and  Toombs  at  Washington;  and  he  had  not 
learued,  as  many  of  his  countrymen  did  a  few  years  later, 
to  identify  the  oligarchy  of  slavery  with  the  aristocracy  of 
Europe,  and  to  oxult  in  the  anticipated  downfall  of  demo- 
cratic  freedom  in  America, 
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Long  before  Hr.  Gladstone's  arrival  in  Kansas,  the  i 
inhabitants  of  that  Territory  bad  declared  their  purpose  b 
resist  the  "  bogus  "  laws  of  the  usurping  Legislutiue.     At  L 
convention  held  iu  "  Big  Springs,"  Sept,  5,  18jfl,  C^nerdFl 
Lane  and  ex-Governor  Reeder  had  each  brought  forward  res* 
olntions,  somewhat  inconsistent  with  ea<?h  other,  but  which 
the  convention  adopted.    Those  written  by  Reeder,  which  the 
Kansas  j)eople  afterward  fully  confirmed  by  their  action,  1 
contained  these  declarations :  "  We  owe  no  allegiance  t 
obedience  to  the  tyrannical  enactments  of  this  spurioui 
Legislature ;  their  laws  have  no  binding  force  upon  the  peo-  ^ 
pie  of  Kansas,  and  every  freeman  among  us  is  at  full  liberty 
(consistent  with  all  his  obligations  as  a  citizen  and  a  man) 
to  resist  them  if  he  chooses  so  to  do.     We  will  endure  and 
submit  to  these  laws  no  longer  than  the  best  interests  of 
the  Territoi-y  require  sa  the  least  of  two  evils,  and  will  re- 
sist them  to  a  bloody  issue  so  soon  as  we  ascertain  that 
peaceable  remedies  shall  fail,  and  forcible  resistance  shall  J 
furnish  any  reasonable  prospect  of  success.     In  the  meal 
time  we  recommend  to  our  friends  throughout  tlie  Territory^ 
the  organization  and  discipline  of  volunteer  companies,  and 
the  procurement  and  preparation  of  arms,"    Upon  this  plat- 
form John  Brown  (wbo  was  not  in  Kansas  when  it  was 
adopted,  although  four  of  his  sons  were)  consistently  acted 
from  1865  to  1859,  when  he  &ially  left  the  Territory  with.  J 
a  party  of  rescued  slaves  whom  he  carried  to  Canada  early  inf 
185(1,  in  utter  defiance  of  the  Kansas  laws  and  the  Fugitirel 
Slave  Law  of  Senator  Mason.    What  his  course  had  been  iai 
the  mean  time  will  be  seen  in  the  following  chapters.     Thsl 
contest  in  Kansas  went  forward,  with  many  changes  and  rfr-^ 
verses,  in  those  four  years  ;  and  towards  the  close  of  1859, 
just  before  Brown's  death,  the  other  great  martyr  of  eman- 
cipation, Abraham  Lincoln,  came  for  a  few  days  to  look 
upon  the  scene  of  couftict.     Mr.  Wilder,  the  Kansas  his- 
torian, speaking  at  Wathena,  in  Doniphan  County,  July  4, 
1884,  said :  — 


"  The  grentcst  man  who  f 
on  the  first  diiy  of  Dpcpuilier, 
late  Judge  Deliihnf  and  1  n 


PT  set  foot  in  this  township  arrived  hena 
859,  —  nwiirmandbenntifiildny.  ThsJ 
t  him  At  the  depot  in  St  Joseph,  Mo.^ 


184  LIFE   AND   LETTERS  OF  JOHK   BROWN,  [1859, 

that  day,  and  mile  ujilowu  with  hiiii;  tixik  him  ti)  uburber'B  shop  on 
Fruncis  Street,  just  ciist  of  ihe  Planter's  House,  where  there  is  now  a 
planiug-mill ;  anJ  I  went  li[i  to  Wool  worth's  news-vtaad,  in  the  next 
block,  aud  bought  him  ilii>  latent  pupera.  Than  the  three  wcut  dnvm 
to  the  ferr;  laailiug,  iwar  the  old  Bobidoui  building,  and  sat  down  in 
the  din,  on  the  biicik,  wiiiiiug  forCaptaiu  Blaokiaiou's  boat.  Mr.  Liu- 
coln'slalk,  Billing. i[i  lliiil  bi'"''  "»•  "^  rin,,gig^  ^nd  Ciilonel  Thomas 
L.  Harris,  the  fiiiimiiM   lilii  an.     Mr.   Uncoln  alwaya 

spoke  kindly,  aliuoal  It-iide'  iad  opponents.    On  einue 

occasiim  1  aakcd  him  about  the  first  euTvejor-geuenil 

of  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  l.i  the  Leeomptan  Cunftilu- 

tional  Convention,  and  prol  t  Demooratie  mnnager  wo 

hare  ever  had  b  Khusus.  poke  of  Calhoun  in  terms 

of  the  highest  eiJlceTii,  and  Mr.  Calhonn  bad  given 

him  a  surveying  Job  when  aeody,  unknown ;  and  the 

great  and  good  man  had  uev.  Ciilhuun  did  his  best  — 

and  that  was  much  — to  plant  slavery  in  Kansas,  but  he  was  not  the 
monster  that  our  papers  and  speeches  pictured  hiin.  By  the  way, 
Mr.  Lincdu  made  Itlark  Dehihay  Survcynr-Gcneral,  and  when  Dela- 
hay  resigned,  gave  ilio  place  to  mo  without  my  asking  for  it.  Mr. 
Lincoln  made  aspecch  that  evening  at  the  Great  Western  Hotel,  in  the 
dining-room,  —  a  very  great  speech,  — to  an  audience  called  together 
by  a  man  who  went  through  the  town  s<iunding  a  gong.  The  next 
day,  December  2d,  the  day  on  which  John  Brown  was  hanged,  ho 
spoke  at  Troy ;  and  I  think  Colonel  Ego  replied  to  him,  and  fully 
Tanquished  the  future  President.  He  also  spoke  iu  Asahel  Low's 
hotel  in  Doniplian ;  and  that  completes  the  great  man's  connection 
with  this  county." 

The  audiences  in  Kansas,  even  on  the  threshold  of  civil 
war,  could  not  recognize  the  full  greatness  of  the  plain,  awk- 
ward Illinoia  lawyer  who  was  to  lead  his  people  like  a  true 
shepherd  through  dark  and  bloody  ways.  The  qualities  of 
John  Brown  were  more  obvious,  and  they  attracted  more 
attention  in  Kansas  ;  yet  it  was  only  here  and  there  that  his 
real  rank  was  seen  and  appreciated,  and  by  a  singular  in- 
gratitude it  is  in  Kansas  that  his  most  malicious  enemies 
are  now  found.  Their  malice  cannot  harm  his  renown ;  lie 
is  as  mufih  above  their  reach  now  as  he  was  above  their 
comprehension  while  he  fouglit  in  their  cause,  and  traversed 
their  prairies  to  make  them  glorious.  "  In  a  great  age," 
says  Cousin,  speaking  of  Pascal,  "everything  is  great." 
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John  Brown,  like  Abraham  Lincoln,  came  to  prominence  h 
an  age  by  no  means  grand  or  noble  ;  but  such  v/ns  his  ( 
heroic  character  that  he  conferred  iuiportanoe  on  events  ii 
themselves  trivia!.      His  petty  conflicts  in  Kiuiaaa  ai 
dptails  of  hia  two  days'  campaign  in  Virginia  will  be  remem- 
bered when  a  hun4red  battles  of  our  Civil  War  are  forgot- 
ten.    He  was  one  of  ten  thousand,  and,  as  Thoreau  said,  J 
could  not  be  tried  by  a  jury  of  his  peers,  because  his  peers'  J 
did  not  exist ;  yet  so  much  was  he  in  accord  with  what  is  I 
best  in  the  American  character,  that  he  will  stand  in  history  1 
for  one  type  of  our  people,  as  Franklin  and  Lincoln  do,  —  1 
only  with  a  difEerence,    He  embodied  the  distinctive  quails  I 
ties  of  the  Puritan,  but  with  a  strong  tincture  of  the  more  I 
humane  sentiments  of  later  times.     No  man  could  be  more  J 
sincere  in  his  faith  toward  God,  more  earnest  in  love  for  man ; 
hia  belief  in  foreordi nation  was  absolute,  his  courage  not  1 
less.     The  emotion  of  fear  seemed  quite  unknown  to  hira^  1 
except  in  the  form  of  diffidence,  —  if  that  were  not  rather  a  I 
sort  of  pride.     He  was  diffident  of  his  power  in  speech  or  J 
writing!  yet  who,  of  all  his  countrymen,  ha*  uttered  more  1 
effective,  imperishable  words  ?     Part  of  the  service  he  ren- 
dered to  his  country  was  by  this  heroic  impersonation  of 
traits  that  all  mankind  recognize  as  noble.     The  cause  of 
the  poor  slave  had  need  of  all  the  charm  that  romantic 
courage  could  give  it ;  his  defenders  were  treated  with  the 
contempt  which  attached  to  himself.     They  were  looked 
upon  with  aversion  by  patriots ;  they  were  odious  to  trade, 
distasteful  to  fashion  and  learning,  impious  in  the  sight  of 
the  Cbnreh.     At  the  stroke  of  Brown's  sword  all  this  was 
changed :  the  cause  that  had  been  despised  suddenly  becaine 
hated,  feared,  and  respected ;  and  out  of  this  new  fear  and  . 
Iiatred  our  national  safety  was  born. 

It  was  on  the  soil  of  Kansas  that  this  transformation  be-  j 
gan,  though  it  was  not  completed  until  Brown's  desperate 
onset  and  valiant  death  in  Virginia.  In  Kansas  he  had  with 
him  the  hopes  and  the  support  of  millions,  to  whom  he  wa8 
then  the  defender  of  white  men's  rights;  in  Virginia  he 
stood  almost  alone,  —  the  omen  and  harbinger  of  that  na- 
tional calamity  which  was  to  avenge  the  black  man's  wrongs. 
But  in  his  devout  mind  the  two  causes  united,  as  they  iK%t& 
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soon  seen  to  nnite  in  the  event  of  the  Civil  War,  to 
which  the  course  and  the  result  of  the  Kansas  skirmish 
were  as  beacons  lighting  the  way,  and  warning  against  use- 
less concession.  O  navis  !  fortUer  occupa  portutn^  was  the 
lesson  of  Kansas. 


Note.  —  On  page  162,  the  statement  that  the  Kansas-Nebraska  Act  left 
the  people  free  **  at  each  election  to  determine  the  existence  of  slavery  for 
themselves  "  is  too  strong,  and  interprets  this  juggUug  bill  of  Douglan  too 
favorably.  All  that  it  did  was  to  declare  that  the  Territory,  **(U  the  time 
of  iU  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  shall  be  received  with  or  without 
davery,  as  its  Constitution  may  pAvide.**  But  it  also  declared  the  right 
of  the  people  '*  to  form  and  regulate  their  domestic  institutions  in  their 
own  way,  subject  only  to  the  ConstUulion  of  the  United  States.'*  The  mis- 
chief in  this  clause  lay  in  the  fact  that  by  the  Dred  Scott  decision  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution  was  interpreted  to  hold  slavery  forever  in  a  Territory,  — 
aa  Abraham  Lincoln  forcibly  showed  in  his  speech  at  Springfiehl,  111.,  June 
17,  1858,  saying,  "  The  second  point  of  the  Dred  Scott  decision  is  that, 
'subject  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,'  neither  Congress  nor  a 
Territorial  Legislature  can  exclude  slavery  from  any  United  States  Terri' 
tory"  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  T.  D wight  Thacher,  of  Topeka,  for  calling 
my  attention  to  this. 
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•T^HE  long  contest  agaiost  Southern  slavery  ended  at  last 
*  in  a  revolution,  of  which  Kansas  saw  the  first  outbreak. 
Then  followed  a  bloody  civil  war,  after  which  the  South  was 
reorganized,  —  or,  as  it  was  called,  "  reconstructed,"  —  with 
the  corner-stone  of  its  old  social  structure,  negro  slavery, 
left  out,  and  emancipation,  "the  stone  which. the  builders 
rejected,"  at  last  adopted  in  its  place.  In  this  contest, 
continuing  for  almost  a  century,  but  active  and  violent  for 
about  fifty  yeara,  thera  were  four  distinct  parties  or  groups 
of  men,  varying  in  number  as  the  struggle  proceeded,  but 
\  now  nearly  all  merged  in  one  great  antislavery  party,  just 
as  the  persecution  of  the  Christians  ended  in  the  conver- 
sion of  the  whole  Roman  world  to  Christianity.  These  par- 
ties were  —  (1)  the  Abolitionists,  beginning  with  Franklin, 
Jefferson,  and  George  Mason,  and  ending  with  Garrison, 
Lincoln,  and  Phillips ;  (2)  the  proslavery  men ;  (3)  the 
great  body  of  neutrals ;  and  (4)  the  Brown  family,  by  which 
I  mean  John  Brown  of  Osawatomie,  his  father  Owen  Brown, 
and  his  children.  This  one  household  constituted  itself  an 
outpost  of  emancipation  when  the  early  Abolitionists  had 
been  defeated  and  Jefferson  had  grown  silent ;  it  was  an 
active  force  long  before  Garrison  began  his  agitation  (about 
1830),  and  it  continued  in  the  service  until  the  freedom  of 
the  slaves  was  assured.  There  was  no  discharge  in  that 
war  for  the  Brown  family.  As  one  generation  passed  away, 
another  took  its  place ;  and  when  the  struggle  became  one 
of  arms,  the  sons  replaced  each  other  in  the  fight,  as  the 
children  of  the  old  clansman  in  Scott's  romance  came  for- 
ward to  die  one  by  one  for  their  chieftain.  "  Another  for 
Freedom ! "  was  as  potent  a  call  with  Uiem  as  "  Another  for 
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Hector  !  "  with  the  sons  of  the  defeated  clan.  The  Browns 
too  were  defeated,  but  only  for  a  time,  and  in  such  a  way 
that  their  renown  was  increased  thereby.  From  a  local 
leader  John  Brown  became  a  world-famous  martyr. 

"  Are  you  Captain  Brown  of  Kansas  ?  "  asked  the  Vir- 
^□ian  at  Harper's  Ferry  of  the  old  hero,  as  be  recovered 
from  the  stabs  and  blows  of  Lee's  soldiers. 

"  I  am  sometimes  called  so." 

"  Are  you  Osawatomie  Brown  ?  " 

"  /  tnfU  to  do  mij  duty  there." 

So  long  a^  these  manly  answers  and  the  manly  acts  that 
preceded  them  remain  on  the  record ;  so  long  as  the  public 
murder  of  John  Brown  for  the  crime  of  emancipation  is  a 
part  of  the  history  of  that  republic  which  within  five  years 
completed  emancipation  at  the  cost  of  half  a  million  lives,  — 
BO  long  will  the  deeds  and  sufferings  of  the  Bi'own  family 
in  Kansas  be  as  important  a  chapter  in  the  history  of  that 
State  as  any  that  can  be  written. 

Let  us  then  resume  the  homely  series  of  family  letters  in 
which  the  father  and  his  children  told  each  other  the  story 
of  their  pilgrimage  to  Kansas  in  1854r-5u,  and  what  befell 
them  there ;  begiuuing  with  the  account  given  in  November, 
188S,  by  the  present  head  of  the  family,  John  Brown,  Jr., 
of  the  circumstances  attending  and  preceding  this  removal 
from  Ohio  and  the  Adirondac  forest  to  Osawatomie  in  Kan- 
sas. The  town  of  this  name  is  ten  miles  from  the  vari- 
ous settlements  of  the  Brown  family  on  the  branches  of  the 
Pottawatomie  Creek  (properly  a  river) ;  but  the  brother-in- 
law  of  Brown,  the  Kev.  S.  L.  Adair,  established  himself  at 
Osawatomie  in  1854,  and  his  log-cabin  served  as  a  rendez- 
vous for  the  family  so  long  as  they  remained  in  Kansas. 
John  Brown,  Jr.,  says  ;  — 

"  During  Ihe  years  ISiM  and  1854  most  of  the  innding  N.nlhpm 
news|i>ipers  were  not  im\y  foil  nf  ^lowint;  nwNmnta  i>f  the  cxtraortli- 
n«ry  fertility,  hcAUhrulncHa,  and  Wuty  of  tho  Terrili.ry  of  Knnsaa, 
ttiPti  newly  opened  for  wllleineni,  but  i.f  iir^nt  iipivHls  to  all  lovere 
of  fmediim  who  deeired  homes  in  anew  region  ^>  go  there  as  settlere, 
and  by  their  votes  save  KnnHns  from  the  curse  of  slavery.  lnlliienr«d 
by  these  efltisiilpratiotia,  in  ihe  month  of  0«l'il)er,  1854.  five  of  th« 
sons  of  John  Bruwn, — John,  Jr.,  Juoon,  Owen,  Frederick,  and  Sal- 
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BOO,  —  then  resideota  uf  the  Stato  of  Ohio,  made  their  eirangemeDU  ' 
o  einigrale  to  Kuqbus,     Their  i-oniliiued  pri>|ierl;  ooDBistetl  aliieUj 
of  eleven  head  of  tattle,  inoBlly  young,  und  lliree  horses.     Teu  at 
IS  number  were  vnliuihle  uu  iicociuut  uf  the  breed.     Tliltildng  llioge 
osppi-tully  desirable  iu  a  new  couutry,  Owt'D,  Frederick,  and  ISalmoil 
Vuk  tbein  liy  way  of  the  lakes  tii  Clucago,  theDc«  tii  Meridosia,  Ill>, 
where  they  were  wintered ;  and  in  the  folluwiug  spring  druve  tliein 
int<i  Kunatuj  to  a  place  selected  by  these  brothers  tiir  setileinent,  about 
eight  mile*  west  of  tlie  t«wu  of  Osawatoinie.     My  brother  Jaaoa  aud  i 
his  family,  and  1  with  my  fiiiiiily  fulluwed  at  the  opening  uf  uavigiw  ' 
iu  the  qiriu^  uf  1B55,  goiug  by  way  of  the  Oliiu  and  Missiasippi-  i 
n  to  St.  Louis.     There  we  purchased  two  smalt  leuM,  a  ploiig' 
aud  some  smaller  fanning- tools,  nud  a,  hand-mill  for  griudiiig  coi 
At  this  period  there  were  du  railroads  west  uf  SL  Louis ;  our  joum  _ 
must  be  ountioued  by  boat  on  the  Missouri  at  a  time  of  extremel^ 
low  water,  or  by  stage  at  great  expeniie.     We  irhuse  the  rive 
taking  pussage  un  the  ateamer  '  New  Lucy,'  which  too  late  h 
crowded  with  passeDgers,  mostly  men  kom  the  South  bound  for  Kalt- 

That  they  were  from  the  South  was  plainly  indieated  by  tl 
lauguage  aud  dress;  while  their  drinking,  pnifuntty,  and  displity  of  re- 
volvers and  bowie-knives  —  openly  worn  as  an  essential  part  of  their 
inake-iip  —  clearly  showed  the  class  to   which  they  belonged,  and 
lit  their  mission  was  to  aid  in  establislilng  slavery  in  Kane 
"A  box  o(  fruit-trees  and  grape-viues  whichuiy  bruther  Jaaon  h. 
brought  from  Ohio,  our  plough,  and  the  few  agrlcultursl  implemt 
~!iad  un  the  deck  of  that  steamer  looked  lonesome ;  fur  these  « 
ve  could  see  which  were  adapiod  to  the  ocicu[NitionB  of  poac«.  ^ 
n  for  the  first  time  arose  in  our  tiiindn  the  query :   Must  the  fertile-  1 
prairies  of  Kansas,  through  a  stru|j^Ie  at  arms,  be  first  secured  to  free-    i 

n  before  Iree  men  can  sow  and  reapf     If  bo,  how  pfMirlj  w« 
prpparerl  fi)r  such  work  will  bo  swn  when  I  say  that,  for  anns,  five  d 
H  bnilhera  had  only  two  small  S(|uirrel  riHes  and  one  revolver      ~ 
f-fnrti  we  reached  our  destinslion  other  matters  cinlnted  our  atumtioa 
Cholera,  which  then  prevailed  t"  soiue  extent  at  St.  Louis,  bruke  w 
loiiong   iiur   paaseugers,  a    miinber  cf  whom   died.     Among  the* 
br.iiher  Jason's  son  Austin,  agrd  fuur  yenrs,  the  i-lder  of  his  ti 
dren.  fi^U  a  victim  to  this  sonurge:  and  while  our  boat  Iny  b;  fl 
repair  of  a  broken  rudder  at  Waverley,  Mo.,  we  buried  hint  at  night  •! 
near  that  panic-stricken  town,  mir  lonely  way  illundned  only  by  th« 
lightning  i<(  a  furious  tilnnderstorm.     True  to  his  spirit  of  hatred  of 
Northern  pcr)ple,  our  enptnin,  without  wiiming  to  as  on  shon;.  rnsb   I 
I    off  his  lines  oud  left  us  to  make  our  way  by  stage  to  Kansas  City, 
)  which  place  wo  had  already  paid  our  fare  by  boat.     Before  we 
t  rra«hed  there,  however,  we  became  very  haugry,  and  endeavored  W  ' 
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buy  fooJ  al  variims  fBmi-hoiigM  on  the  way ;  bnt  the  occupanta, 
juiIgiDg  from  uur  speech  ihat  we  wore  not  from  the  South,  always 
denied  us,  saying,  "  We  havo  nothiug  for  you.'  The  only  exception 
Ui  this  answer  was  at  the  stage-hmise  at  Independence,  Mo. 

' '  Arrived  in  Kansas,  her  lovely  prairies  and  wooded  Rtrenms  seemed 
tn  UH  indeed  like  a  haven  of  rest.  Here  in  prospect  we  saw  oor  cat- 
tle increased  to  hundreds  and  possibly  to  thonsands,  fields  of  nim, 
urehanis,  and  vineyards.  At  once  we  set  about  the  work  through 
which  only  our  visions  of  prosperity  could  bo  realized.  0«r  tetits 
wuuld  sulBce  for  sheltdr  until  we  could  plough  our  land,  plant  com 
and  other  crops,  fruit-trees,  aud  viues,  cut  and  secure  as  hay  enough 
of  the  waving  gmss  to  supply  our  stock  the  coming  winter.  These 
cheering  prospects  begniled  our  labors  ihroogh  late  spring  until  mid- 
summer,  by  which  time  nearly  all  of  our  number  were  prostnited  by 
fever  nnd  nguo  thai  would  not  stay  cured  ;  the  grass  cut  fur  hay 
moutdered  in  the  wet  for  want  of  the  care  wo  cutild  not  beettiw,  and 
our  crop  of  com  wasted  by  cattle  wa  could  nut  restnu'n.  If  these 
minor  ills  and  inisf'irtunea  were  all,  they  could  be  easily  borne ;  but 
now  bt^an  to  guther  the  dark  clouds  i^f  war.  An  election  for  a  first 
Territorial  LegislHture  had  been  held  on  the  30th  of  March  of  this 
year.  On  that  day  tlie  residents  of  Missouri  along  the  borders  came 
into  Kansas  by  thousands,  and  took  forcible  possession  of  the  polls. 
In  the  words  of  Horace  Greeley,  '  There  was  no  disguise,  no  pre- 
tence of  legality,  no  regard  for  decency-  On  the  evening  befute  and 
the  momini:  of  the  day  of  election,  nearly  a  thousand  Missonrians 
Hrrived  at  Lawreocv  in  wagons  and  on  horseback,  well  armed  with 
rifles,  pistols,  and  bowie-knives,  and  two  pieces  of  cannon  loaded 
with  moshet  balb.  Although  but  831  legal  electors  in  the  Terriwry 
voted,  there  were  no  loss  than  6,a»  votes  polled.  They  eiected  all 
the  members  of  the  Le^slalure,  with  a.  single  exception  in  either 
house,  —  the  two  Free-Soilers  being  chosen  from  a  remule  district 
which  the  Missourians  overlooked  or  did  not  care  to  reach.' 

"  Early  in  tlie  spring  and  summer  of  this  year  the  actual  settlers 
at  their  oonvention  repudiated  this  friindulently  chosen  LegislHluro, 
and  Tf'fused  to  obey  its  eanctmrnts.  Upon  this,  the  border  papers  of 
MlMOori  in  flaming  appeals  urged  the  .ruffian  horde  that  had  pre- 
^^ously  invaded  Kansas  to  arm,  and  otherwise  prepare  to  march 
agwn  into  the  Terrilrtry  when  called  upon,  as  they  soon  would  bo, 
to  '  aid  in  enforcing  the  laws.'  War  of  some  tnagnitudu,  at  least, 
now  appeared  to  us  brothers  lo  be  inevitable;  and  I  wrote  to  our 
father,  whose  home  was  in  North  EUw,  N.  Y.,  asking  him  t'l  procure 
and  send  lo  us,  if  he  could,  anns  and  ainmnuilion,  so  that  we  could 
he  Iwtter  prepnretl  to  defend  ourselves  and  our  neighbors.  Ho  soon 
ubuiued  thoin ;  but  instead  of  sending,  he  came  on  with  ibem  him- 
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,  accompanied  bj  my  brother-in-law  Henry  Thompson,  (md  iny 
hnithcr  Olii'er.  In  Inwa  he  bought  a  horse  and  cuveri'd  wagon  ; 
fonceuUng  the  urins  in  this  auii  cimsjjicuoualy  displaying  his  snrvey- 

ilnplemeuts,  he  crossed  Into  Missouri  near  Waverley,  and  ai 

place  disinterred  the  body  uf  hJa  graniUon,  and  brought  all  eaUij 

through  to  our  Boltlemeut,  arriviug  thttre  about  the  6th  of  Octob<Jr.*'J 

In  Augtiat,  1864,  when  John  Brown,  Jr.,  had  first  met 
tiooed  to  bis  father  hia  purpose  of  omigrating  to  Kansas,  i 
was  not  the  intention  of   the  fnthor  to  aceonipany  them 
although  he  was  willing  ami  r:ither  desirous  his  cbildres 
should  go.    In  a  letter  written  from  Akron  (Aug.  21, 1854),  I 
he  siiid  to  Jolin  :  "  If  you  or  any  of  my  family  are  disposed  to  1 
goto  Kansus  or  Nebraska,  with  a  view  to  help  defeat  Sataiid 
and  his  legions  in  that  ilireetiou,  I  have  not  a  word  to  S( 
but  I  feel  committed  to  operate  laanot/ier  part  of  the  field. 
I  were  not  so  committed,  I  would  be  on  my  way  this  fal 
Mr.  Adair  [who  married  Brown's  half-sister   Florilla}  i 
fixing  to  go,  and  wants  to  find  'good  men  and  true'  to  f 
along,     I  would  he  glad  if  Jason  would  give  away  his  Rock 
and  go.     Owen  is  fixing  for  some  move;  I  can  hardly  say  1 
what."    In  fact,  the  four  brothers,  —  John,  Jason,  Owen,  and  f 
Frederick  Brown, — as  above  mentioned,  set  out  for  Kansas  \ 
in  1854,  arriving  there  iu  the  early  spring  of  1855,  and  set-  A 
tling  near  their  uncle  Mr.  Adair.     John  Brown  himself  soon  / 
chauged  his  mind  and  prepared  to  follow  them,  first  visit-N 
ing  North  Elba  ami  Xew  England ;  aud  at  this  point  his  let- '' 
ters  to  his  family  at  North  Ellja  may  be  taken  up,  relating, 
"  n  their  simple  way,  the  domestic  history  in  these  removals, 
and  the  frugal  plans  he  formed  for  the  maintenance  and 

mfort  of  those  dependent  on  hira  or  under  hie  guidance.^ 
Hcirfi  will  be  found  little  speech  of  the  great  objects  h^  liad  ■ 
iu  view,  but  much  concerning  cattle  and  household  affaira; 
as  in  the  correspondence,  were  it  preserved,  of  some  Oriental  I 
patriarch  migrating  from  land  to  land  in  Scripture  times. 

John  Brown  to  Am  Children. 

Akrok,  Oiiin,  Jxn.  3,  IBGfi. 
Dear  Chilorbs,  —  Last  night  your  Ipttcra  In  Jfis.in  wrre 
I    env«d  (dated  December  26),  and  1  had  the  reading  of  them. 
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conoliide  tiroci  tiie  lung  limo  mine  to  you  from  Allrnuy  was  on  tke 
way,  that  you  diJ  mil  rciily  to  it.  On  uiy  relurn  licre  from  North 
Elbu  I  was  diaiipjiuintoJ  of  about  llirtv  huDilred  diilUre  fur  cattlo 
sold  lo  brother  Frt'd crick,  uad  ain  still  Id  the  siune  cuadiliuu,  —  lie 
havkug  gone  to  Illinuia  just  befiire  I  left  tu  gu  East,  and  not  haviug 
returned  nor  written  ine  a  word  since-  This  puts  it  uut  of  my  power 
to  move  my  family  at  preaer'  — '  ~'"  ■— 'il  1  get  oiy  money,  unlcaa 
I  sell  off  my  Devoa  cattle,  -  ut,  without  great  sacrifice, 


bi'fure  spring  opens.      Yuui 

propriety  of  taking  on  any  t 

dance  of  feed.     I  am  now  c. 

off  before  spring  or  not.    Al 

and  Frederick  were  with  the 

they  expect  to  winter),  on  t 

much  pleased  wtUi  the  count 

at  that  place,  care  uf  Edwiin 

lioya  before  the  fainiiy  go,  but  atn  not  no 

no  more  now  for  want  of  time.    Write  me, 

every  thing  of  use  or  interest. 

Your  afiectiouate  fttther, 


t  liay  make  me  doubt  the 
;,  aa  1  have  here  an  abuu- 
■o  sny  whether  we  can  get 
so  fur  as  we  know.  Owen 
1  iu  Mcridosta,  III.  (where 
her ;  they  were  well,  and 
im.  You  can  write  lliein 
I  may  send  on  one  of  iho 
V  determined.  Can  write 
on*  receipt  of  this,  any  and 

John  Brown. 


Akron,  Ohio,  Feb.  13,  1855. 
Dear  Children,  —  I  have  deferred  ansvpering  your  very  accept- 
able letter  of  January  .'W  for  one  week,  in  the  hope  of  having  some 
news  to  write  you  about  Owen  and  Frederick ;  but  they  arc  so  negli- 
gent about  writing  lliat  I  hHve  not  a  word  to  send  now.  I  got  quite 
•  an  encouraging  word  about  Kansas  from  Mr.  Adair  the  nther  day. 
He  had  before  given  quite  a  gloomy  picture  of  tbiugs.  He  and  fam- 
ily were  nil  well.  The  friends  here  were  all  well  a  few  days  Eince. 
John  and  Wealthy  have  gone  back  lo  Vernon,  John  taking  with  him 
my  old  surveyor's  instruments,  in  consiileration  of  having  learned  to 
survey.  I  have  but  little  to  write  that  will  interest  you,  »■>  1  need 
nut  be  lengthy.  I  think  we  may  be  able  to  get  off  in  March,  and  I 
mean  to  sell  some  of  our  Devon  cattle  in  order  to  effect  it,  if  1  can  do 
no  better.  I  should  send  on  Wntson  within  a  few  days,  if  I  thought 
Ic<iuIdmanugetoget  along  with  the  family  and  cattle  without  his  help. 
I  may  conclude  to  do  so  still  before  we  get  au'ay.  The  lust  of  January 
and  February,  up  to  yesterday,  have  been  very  remarkaJile  for  unin- 
terrupted cold  weather  for  this  section.  Wc  were  glad  to  leara  that 
you  had  suceeeded  in  getting  the  house  so  comfortable.  I  want 
Johnny  should  be  so  good  a  boy  that  "  !).')  will  not  turn  him  off." 
Can  you  tell  whether  the  Stout  lot  was  ever  redeemed  iu  December 
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ROCKFOKD.  WiSNEBAOO  CopSTV,  Ilu,  M»y  7, 1855. 
Dear  Children,  —  1  am  here  with  my  stock  of  cattle  to  sell,  in 
order  U)  raise  fuude  m  that  I  can  move  to  North  Elba,  aod  think  I 
may  got  lliem  off  in  about  two  weokB.    Oliver  is  here  wiih  me.    W 
■ball  get  on  so  late  that  we  can  put  in  no  mips  (which  I  regret),  f 
that  you  had  perhaps  better  plant  or  sow  what  you  can  coDvenieutly  J 
on  "  93." '    I  heard  (rum  John  and  Jaaoo  and  their  familiM  (&U  1 
well)  at  Si.  Louis  on  the  21  si  April,  expecting  t«i  Imtvo  then'  on 
oveuing  of  that  day  to  go  up  the  MitMi>iiri  for  Kansas.     My  family 
at  Akron  were  well  on  the  4ih  iust.    As  1  may  he  detained  h^re  eomo 
days  after  you  get  this,  I  wish  jim  to  write  me  at  once  what  wheat 
and  corn  axB  worth  at  Wesl.port  now,  ae  near  as  you  can   Ifnm. 
People  are  here  so  busy  sowing  thtir  extcusivc  fields  of  grain,  that  I  i 
onutiot  get  them  even  to  see  my  cattle  now.    Direct  to  this  place,  care 
of  Shepard  I-each,  Esq. 

EocKTOBD,  WiNsEBAoo  CoTiNTY,  Iix.,  Jane  4, 1856. 
Dbar  ChiujREN.  —  I  write  just  to  say  thai  I  have  sold  my  cattla 
williiint  making  much  sacritice,  and  expect  to  be  on  tny  way  home 
^-morrow.     Oliver  erpccts  to  remain   behind  and  go  to  Kansas. 
AAer  I  get  home  1  expect  to  start  with  my  family  for  North  Ellui  aa    I 
Boon  as  we  can  gel  ready.      We  may  possibly  get  off  ihis  week,  hut    I 
I  hardly  think  we  can.     I  have  heard  nothing  further  as  yet  ^in 
the  boys  in  Kansas.    AU  were  well  at  home  a  few  days  since. 

HuDEON,  Ohio,  June  18,  ISSS. 
Dear  Children,  —  I  write  to  say  thai  we  are  (after  so  long  a 
time)  on  our  way  to  Ni.nh  Elba,  with  our  freight  aJso  delivered  at 
the  Akron  depot ;  we  look  for  it  here  to-night.     If  this  reaches  you 
before  wo  get  on,  I  would  like  to  have  some  one  with  a  good  tean 

Westporl  on  next  Tuesday  afternoon  or  Wednesday  forenoon,  j 
ti>  take  UR  out  or  a  load  of  our  stuff.     We  have  some  little  thought    ' 
.now  of  going  with  our  freight  by  the  Welland  Canal  and  by  Ogdet 
burgh  to  Weslport,  in  whieli  case  we  may  not  get  around  until  after 
■you  get  this.     All  are  well  here,  so  far  as  wo  know. 

Your  affectionate  father,  John  Brown. 

To  his  Wife. 

Stracusb,  June  S8.  1855. 
Dear  Wife  asd  CHn.DKEN.  —  I  reached  here  on  the  first  day    | 
of  the  convention,  and  I  have  reason  to  bless  God  that  I  came  ; 
Notth  Elba. 
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I  Iinve  met  with  a  most  wann  reception  from  all,  so  far  as  1  know, 
and  —  except  by  a  tw  siuecre,  houeet  peace  frieoda  —  a  infiai  beanj 
approval  of  my  iolentifni  of  arming  my  bods  and  irther  friecda  in 
Kansas.  I  received  to-day  dooalioDS  amounting  to  a  little  over  sixty 
duUara,  —  twenty  from  Gerrit  Smith,  five  from  an  old  British  officer ;  ^ 
others  giving  ainidlcr  sums  with  audi  earnest  and  affeetionate  expnea- 
BJuns  of  their  good  wi:7he8  aa  did  me  mora  good  tliau  money  even. 
John's  two  letters  were  introduced,  and  read  with  such  effect  by  Ger- 
rit Smith  as  to  draw  tears  fn>m  numerous  eyes  in  the  great  collection 
of  people  present.  The  convention  haa  been  one  of  the  must  in- 
teresting meetings  I  ever  alleuded  in  my  life;  and  1  made  a  groat 
addition  to  the  number  of  warm-hearted  and  bonoat  fricnde. 


hettersfnrn  John  Brown's  Sons  in  Kansas  to  their  Father. 


Dear  Father,  —  Day  before  yosterdaj  we  received  a  letter  from 
you  dated  RoekfL>rd,  111.,  24th  May,  which  for  some  uniuwounlable 
cause  has  been  very  long  delayed  on  the  mad.  We  are  exeoed- 
ingly  glad  to  bear  from  yi>a,  and  that  you  etitl  intend  cuming  on. 
Our  health  is  now  exoellent,  and  our  crops,  cattle,  and  boiaes  tix>k 
finely.  Wo  have  now  abnnt  twelve  attrefl  of  sod  com  in  the  ground, 
more  than  a  quiirter  acre  of  white  beans,  two  and  a  half  bushels  seed 
poMtoes  planted  and  oniw  hiied,  besides  a  good  garden  containing  corn, 
potatoes,  beet»,  cabbages,  turnips,  a  few  unions,  some  jmts,  cucum- 
bers, melons,  squashes,  eie.  .lason's  fruit-trees,  grape-vines,  ete , 
that  survived  the  long  period  of  tnineportation,  look  very  well :  prob- 
ably more  than  half  he  Started  with  ftre  living,  with  the  exception  of 
peaches ;  of  tlieso  lie  has  only  one  or  two  trees.  As  we  arrived  so 
late  in  the  season,  we  have  hut  little  expectation  of  harvesting  much 

1  This  wae  Charles  Stewart,  a  retired  captain  of  Iho  BritiA  army,  who 
had  served  under  Wellinf[ton  in  India  or  Spnin.  afterward*  rnugnited  to 
Araerics,  and  who  became  one  of  the  lesloiis  «ssociiites  nf  Grrrit  Smith  in 
the  antisUrety  crusade  of  1835-50.  Hp  wiu  visiting  at  Mr.  Smith's  hnusa 
in  laSS;  and  1  found  him  thera  again  in  Febni«ry,  1958,  when  1  met 
Brown  in  Mjk.  Smith's  parlor,  to  hear  the  discluure  of  his  Virginia  plana. 
The  money  given  to  Brown  at  Syracnse,  in  Jnne,  IsriE,  was  in  part  ex- 
pended by  him  at  SprinRBeld.  in  Jnly,  for  amis.  He  then  tntr  his  old 
friend  Thomas  Thomas,  the  Mflryland  frredman,  nnd  urged  him  lo  join  in 
the  Kansas  expedition  ;  but  Thomas,  who  hsd  mnde  his  amuigemeuts  lo 
live  in  ralifomia,  declined,  and  never  met  Brown  again. 

^  This  U  now  Cntlar,  in  Franklin  Coanly. 
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ooTn,  and  but  few  ptiiatoos.    The  rainj'  spoeoii  usunlly  enmmeTieea* 
here  eurly  in  April  or  bcfrin;,  and  contiuueH  fixini  six  to  eight  wceka,'V 
during  whir.h  !i  great  ainouot  of  raiii  fulls.     This  jeir  we  had  □ 
of  any  couBMjuouue  l>eforc  the  13lh  nr  13th  of  May;  siaix  ihen  havsJ 
bad  two  heavy  rains  iic«ompanied  with  some  wiml  and  most  treinen-  I 
diiua  thunder  aud  liglitniug ;  have  ulao  had  a  number  of  gentle  rainai  I 
wmt-inuing  from  oue  to  twenty-four  hoxtre  ;  but  probably  not  inor*  J 
than  half  the  usual  Cill  uf  raiu  bae  yet  come.     Ae  the  eetu 
year  was  irregular  in  this  respect,  probably  thia  will  bo  t 
extent.    We  intend  to  keep  our  garden,  beans,  and  soine  polaloe 
watered  if  wo  can,  so  as  to  have  something  if  our  corn  should  b 
failure.     As  it  is,  the  prospect  is  middliDg  fair,  and  the  ground  Ib 
ploughed  ready  for  early  planting  next  year.    Old  settlors  here  say  that 
people  should  calculate  on  having  the  spring's  sowing  and  plnntliig 
all  done  by  the  middle  of  April ;  in  that  case  thdr  crops  are  mur*    , 
abundant.    Tho  prairies  are  covered  with  gmss,  whic<h  begins 
wave  in  the  wind  most  beautifully  ;  shall  bo  able  to  cut  any  quaa--^ 
lily  of  this,  and  it  is  of  far  better  quality  thtiu  I  hiul  any  idea. 

Ill  answer  to  your  questions:  Good  oxen  are  from  tSO  to  $80  pet  I 
yoke,  —  have  been  higher;  common  cows,  fruui  $15  tu  $25, — prob-  f 
itbly  will  not  be  higher ;  heifers  in  proportion.     Limited  dcmiind  aa  I 
yet  for  fine  stoclt.     Very  best  horses  from  {100  lo  $150  each  ; 
age  fair  to  good,  $75  to  $80.     No  great  demand  now  for  cattle  or  ■ 
horecs.     A  gcK)d  Btmng  buggy  would  Bell  well,  —  probably  a  Lam- 
beree  beat    Mr.  Adiiir  has  hod  several  ehancen  to  sell  his.    Very  few 
Lumberet  biiu'gi''s  among  the  settlers. .  White  beans.  $5  per  bushel ; 
com  meal.   $1,75  per  bushel  of  fifty  pounds,   tending  downward; 
flour,  $7  per  hundred  pounds;  dried  apples,  1  SI  cents  per  pound; 
bacon,  12  to  14  cents  here;  fresh  beef,  5  to  6  cents  per  pound.  . 
Enclosed  is  a  slip  cut  from  a  Lite  number  of  the  "  Kansax  Tribot 
giving  tbe  markets  there,  whic^h  differ  somewhat  &om  prices  iu  ihiS-l 
section.     It  is  the  paper  published  at  Lawrence  by  the  Speers.  ■ 

I  have  no  doubt  it  would  be  much  cheaper  and  healthipr  fiir  yon  1 
to  come  io  the  way  you  propose,  with  a  "  covered  lumber  buggy  nud 
one  horse  or  innle,"  eepoeiolly  from  St  Louis  here.     The  naviKnIion 
of  the  Missouri  Hiver,  except  by  the  lieht-dranght  boats  rei-enily  built 
for  the  Kansas  River,  is  a  horrid  hnsinetis  in  a  low  stage  of  watiM-,  j 
which  is  a  considerable  purtion  of  the  year.     Ton  wiU.  be  able  to  se*  ■ 
tnnch  more  of  the  country  on  your  way,  and  if  you  carry  some  pro*  A 
visions  along  it  is  altogether  the  cheaper  mode  of  travelling :  Iresiile 
inch  a  conveyance  is  just  what  you  want  here  lo  carry  on  the  busi- 
n*B»  of  surveying.    You  can  have  a  good  road  here  whithersoever 
70U  may  wish  to  go.     Flour,  white  beans,  and  dried  fruit  wilt  doubt- 
less eonti&iie  for  some  time  to  come  to  be  high.     It  is  believed  thiJk 
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a  much  lurger  omigralinQ  will  arrive  here  this  fall  than  befure. 
Should  you  buy  AUfthiug  to  eeuA  by  wiiter,  ynu  cau  tend  it  either  t« 
Lawrence,  thirty-five  miles  north  uf  us,  or  to  Kansas  Cil?)  ^o-i  e^ire 
of  Walker  &  Chick,  slxly  miles  northeast  of  ue. 

A  aur^-eyor  would  soon  find  that  great  numbers  are  holding  more 
land,  and  espoctuUy  timber,  than  can  be  covered  by  IGO  Acres,  nr 
«ven  320,  and  that  great  numbers  are  holding  elaima  for  their 
friends ;  8o  that  I  huvo  no  doubt  people  will  find  a  sufficient  amount 
of  timber  yet  for  a  lung  liuic.  Owing  lo  the  rapid  Mtllernent  of  tlie 
couDlry  by  squatters,  it  docs  not  open  a  goud  field  for  speculatniB. 

The  land  on  whiuh  we  are  located  wua  ceded  by  the  Pottawatomie 
Indians  lu  the  Goveniment.  The  Ottawa  lauds  are  soon  to  be  sold, 
each  person  of  the  tribe  reserving  and  choosing  two  hundred  acres ; 
the  remuinder  open  lo  pre-emption  after  thoir  choice  is  made.  The 
Peoria  lands  have  been  bargained  for  by  the  Government,  and  are  to 
be  sold  to  the  highest  bidder  without  reservation.  But  KUBBonrians 
have  illegally  gone  on  to  these  Peoria  Innda,  intending  to  combine 
and  prevent  their  going  higher  than  $1.25  per  acre,  and  then  claim, 
if  they  go  higher,  a  large  amount  of  improvements,  —  thus  cbealing 
the  ludiane.  The  Ottawns  intend  to  divide  into  ^mihes,  and  cul- 
tivate the  soil  aud  the  babila  of  civilized  life,  ns  many  of  them  are 
now  doing.  They  are  a  fine  people.  The  Peorias  are  well  advanced, 
and  might  do  the  iiame  hut  for  a  bad  kirgain  with  our  Government. 

[Hero  is  drawn  a  plan  of  the  Brown  eelllement  or  claim.] 

There  is  a  town  site  recently  laid  out  on  the  spnce  marked  "  villnge 
plat  -, "  as  there  are  two  or  three  in  sight,  it  is  uncertain  which  will 
be  taken.  The  semicircle  is  even  ground,  sloping  every  way,  and 
afibrding  a  view  in  every  way  of  from  twenty  to  thirty  miles  in  every 
direction,  except  one  small  point  in  the  directiou  of  Osawatumie ;  the 
tIbw  from  this  ground  is  beautiful  beyond  measure.  The  timbered 
lauds  on  Middle  Creek  are  covered  with  claims ;  the  claimants,  many 
of  them  from  Ohio,  Illinois,  nnd  the  East,  am  mostly  Free-Stale 
fidks.  There  are  probably  twenty  femilies  within  five  or  six  miles 
of  us. 

Day  before  yesterday  Owen  and  I  ran  the  Peoria  line  east  to  see 
if  there  might  not  hv  found  a  patch  of  timber  on  some  of  the  numer- 
ous small  streams  which  put  into  the  Osage,  aud  which  wfiuld  be 
south  of  the  Peiiria  line.  We  found  on  a  clear  little  stream  sufficient 
timber  for  a  log-honse,  and  wood  enough  to  last  say  twenty  families  for 
two  or  three  years,  perhaps  more,  and  until  one  could  buy  and  raise 
more.  Here  a  good  claim  could  be  made  hy  some  one.  The  prairie 
land  which  wotild  be  included  is  of  the  very  best  I  have  ever  seen  ; 
plenty  of  excellent  stone  on  and  adjoining  it.  CJaims  wil!  soon  be 
made  here  that  will  have  no  more  than  two  or  three  acres  of  timber; 
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and  uhet  these  are  eKhausted  prairie  cliiiuia  will  be  tuken,  the  claim- 
ants dupeadiDg  on  buyiug  their  limber.  Alreiuiy  this  is  the  case,  and 
many  are  aelliug  <iS  Iwruij,  thirty,  and  furty  acres  frojo  their  timber 
olairaa  to  those  who  have  none. 

The  above,  though  without  signature,  is  in  the  handwrit- 
ing of  John  Brown,  Jr. ;  and  the  plan  of  "  Brown's  Sta- 
tion "  13  drawn  in  his  neat  surveyor's  manner.  In  the  aame 
envelope  evidently  went  the  two  toUowing  letters  from  Jason 
Brown  (familiarly  called  "  Jay  "  by  his  family)  and  Salmon, 
the  eldest  son  of  the  second  marriage. 

OsAWATOMiE,  K.  T.,  Juno  SB,  1855. 
Dear  Father,  Mother.  Obotheks,  akd  Sisters,  —  We  re- 
ceived a  few  daya  alnce  a  latter  rroiii  mniher,  since  then  one  from 
fiither,  which  we  were  all  very  glad  to  get.  I  should  have  written  you 
before,  bat  since  we  laid  little  Austin  in  the  grave  I  have  not  felt  bb 
if  I  oould  write.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  say  much  now.  We  fully 
believe  that  Austin  le  hiippy  with  his  Maker  iu  another  existence ; 
and  if  there  is  to  be  a  separation  of  friends  afler  death,  we  pray  God 
V>  keep  us  in  the  tray  of  truth,  and  that  we  may  so  mn  our  short 
,0uatse  as  to  be  able  to  enjoy  his  company  again.  Ellen  feels  so 
loly  and  diwontented  here  without  Atintin,  that  we  shall  go  bock 
Akron  uext  fall  if  she  does  not  enjoy  herself  better.  I  am  woU 
leased  with  the  country,  and  can  be  as  well  etintcat  here  as  any- 
proves  to  be  healthy.  It  is  a  very  rioh  and  beautiful 
luntry.  I  should  think  it  would  be  altogpther  best  for  father  to 
eouie  by  land  from  St.  Louis.  Salmon  has  a  very  g<Kid  eliiiin  (at 
well  as  the  rest  or  us),  and  seems  to  be  very  much  pleased  with  it. 
We  are  nil  living  together  in  tenis  and  in  the  wagon,  and  have  do 
houses  yel.  I  used  alt  the  money  1  had  for  freij^ht  and  pasSBKO  be- 
ibte  I  gut  here,  and  had  to  borrow  of  John.     Wo  havo 


*  that  wo  had  brought 
J  from  you  often.     All  well. 

ir  affectionate  s( 


^■^  P.  S.  If  yim  should  come  by  Aki 
^Hbny  and  box  up  a.  middle-sized  slov 
^"lengths  of  pipe,  and  send  or  bring 

OODtrive  some  way  to  pay  you  for  it. 

And  shipped  here  cheaper  than  they  can  be  bought  here. 

like  tb  have  yon  inquire,  if  you  will. 


along.     We  would  all  like  to 

a  and  brother, 

J.  L.  Bkowm. 

iTi  on  your  way  here,  anil  could 

aud  furniture,  with  about  four 

I  to  me  ut  Kansjis  City,  I  will 

I  tliinli  they  can  be  got  there 

I  wonld 
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OsAWATOMiR,  E.  T.,  June  22,  1855. 
Dear  Father, —  We  rooeived  jour  letter  (iuiuRockforJ,  [11.,  this 
week,  ttud  lire  very  glad  that  you  am  going  tv  gtt  through  there  suou, 
nod  that  yuu  are  going  to  b«  here  befurc  fttli.  Id  answer  to  yuur 
queBtiona  about  what  yon  will  ue«l  for  your  company,  I  would  say 
that  I  have  one  ficre  of  com  thnt  looks  very  well,  aud  Botne  beuus  and 
squashes  and  turnips.  Vuu  will  want  to  get  some  pork  and  meal, 
and  beitus  enough  to  last  UU  the  crop  coiiiea  in,  nod  thtn  1  think 
we  will  have  enough  grain  to  loat  through  ihe  winter.  I  will  have  a 
bouse  up  by  the  time  that  you  will  gel  here.  My  boots  are  very  near 
woru  out,  and  I  shall  need  aoioe  summer  pants  and  a  hat.  I  bought 
an  axe,  aud  that  you  will  not  have  tu  get.  There  are  slaves  owned 
within  ihree  milts  of  as. 

Your  aflectionat«  son, 

Salmon  Brows. 

From  Oliver  Brown  to  his  Mother  at  AorfA  Elba. 

RocKFOim,  Whcnebago  Countt.  111.,  Aug,  8  [I8B51. 
Dear  Mother,  —  1  just  received  yours  of  the  31»t,  and  also  of 
the  Ist,  and  was  very  much  pleased  Ui  hear  that  you  were  all  well. 
1  also  received  letters  from  father  and  Buth  at  the  saino  time,  which 
I  was  very  glad  to  gel ;  but  I  much  more  expected  to  see  father  thau 
to  hear  from  him.  My  health  is  very  giKid  at  present,  but  has  been 
very  poor  for  a  week  or  ten  days  back.  I  am  working  now  f<ir  a  man 
named  Goodrich,  gelling  $1.30  per  day,  which  I  have  lii  earn,  every 
cent  of  it.  I  never  worked  so  hard  before.  I  am  quite  sorry  lo  hear 
that  you  are  likely  to  hitve  rather  tough  times  of  it  for  a  year  to  come. 
Was  I  certain  that  Either  would  not  be  distressed  for  money  when  he 
gets  here,  I  would  send  you  enough  to  buy  another  wiw!  but  I  tliink 
we  must  try  and  see  what  we  cau  do  for  yon  when  we  get  to  EansBS. 
Bave  written  lo  Salmon  twice,  hut  have  received  no  answer  as  yet. 
My  shirts  hold  out  very  well  so  far,  but  1  think  the  onea  you  were 
going  t^i  send  by  father  will  come  in  play  in  course  of  the  seHson. 
I  very  much  hope  to  see  Alexis  Hiukluy  with  liim.  Should  much 
like  to  have  Watson  with  U9,  but  do  not  see  that  it  is  poasible.  I 
hope  to  see  you  all  in  Kansas  in  the  course  of  a  year  or  two.  It  has 
been  very  dry  here,  but  crops  look  very  well.  I  received  that  receipt 
for  cholera  medicine,  and  went  at  once  and  got  the  whole  dose  mixed 
Dp,  T  do  not  think  of  more  at  present,  so  please  all  write  me  soon ; 
and  Wat.  you  must  spur  up  about  writing,  and  Anna  toi>. 
From  your  affectionate  son, 

OuvEU  Grown. 


I 
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From  John  Brown  to  kU  Family  at  North  Elba. 

CuicAoo,  III.,  Aag.  23,  1S55. 
Dbab  Wife  ano  Cah-dren,  evert  one,  —  I  eee  that  Henry 
bae  given  you  bo  full  a  hiswry  of  uur  mattere  that  I  have  but  liiile  to 
gay  now,  but  t"  add  that  we  Btart  from  here  this  TiiorniDg,  nil  well. 
We  have  a  nice  young  horae,  fur  whiuU  we  (mid  here  $120,  but  hitve 
wo  mtieh  load  that  we  shall  have  to  walk  a  good  deal  —  enough  prob- 
ably to  BUpply  oureelves  with  game.      We  have  provided  ourselves 
Willi  the  most  of  what  we  ueed  on  our  outward  march.      !f  jou  get  ' 
this  on  Taeeday  and  answer  it  on  Weilueeday,  some  of  you  directing 
on  the  outgide  to  Oliver,  tit  Rwh  Island,  111.,  we  shuuld  probably  get  I 
your  Ruewer  there.    Oliver's  name  is  not  so  common  as  either  Henry's  1 
or  mine.      We  shall  write  you  often,  and  hope  you  will  do  so  by  u. 
Tou  may  direct  one  to  Oliver  at  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  ns  we  mny  go  | 
tiiere,  and  shall  be  very  glad  lo  beiir  from  ynu.     Write  us  sooa  at    | 
Osawatomie,  Kansas,  and  may  God  Almighty  bless  you  all  I 
YoQr  affectionate  husband  and  father, 

JOHM  BRDWlf.    I 

Scott  Col-ntit,  Iowa,  Sept  t  [1855],  in  Morning. 
Dear  Wite  and  Children,  au.,  —  I  am  writing  in  our  tent  1 
I  about  twoDty  miles  west  of  the  Mississippi,  to  let  you  hnow  that  we   I 
[.are  all  in  good  health  and  how  we  get  along.     We  had  some  delay 
y  at  Chieagij  on  account  of  our  freight  not  giitiing  on  as  we  expeuled ; 
t  irhile  there  we  bought  a  stout  young  horse  that  proves  lo  be  a  very 
I  gocHl  one,  but  be  hiis  been  unable  lo  travel  fast  for  several  days  frona 
r  liaving  talceu  the  distemper.     We  ihink  he  appears  quite  as  well  hs 
E  tte  has,  this  muruing ;  and  we  hope  ho  will  not  fait  us.     Our  load  is 
I  faeavy,  so  that  we  have  to  walk  most  of  the  tiiue ;  indeed,  all  the    | 
I  time  the  last  day.      The  roads  are  mnatly  very  giMid,  and  we  ran    | 
ft  taakc  some  progress  if  our  horse  doe: 
m  on  emckers,  herring,  boiled  eggs,  pnii 
I  little  milk.    Have  three  ehiekcua  not 
Eahoot  euuugh  of  theui  on  the  wio^  x. 

lilresh  meat.  Olirur  auooeeds  in  bringing  them  down  quite  as  welt  ni 
ny  of  us.  Our  expenses  befiire  we  got  away  from  Chicago  bad  been 
ery  heavy;  sinee  then  very  light,  so  tlint  we  hope  our  money  will 
ot  entirely  fiul  us ;  but  we  shall  unt  have  any  of  scnouni  left  when 
V  get  through. 

0  expect  lo  go  direct  through  Missouri,  and  if  we  are  not  obliged   I 
B  Stop  on  account  of  our  horse,  shall  sitm  be  there.     W 
7i(«'you  often  whnn  we  can.     We  got  to  Roek  Tslaitd  too  soou  liir  \ 


not  fail  us.    We  fare  very  well 

-ie  chicken,  tea,  andaomelimefia 

eookitig  for  our  breakfast.    We 

e  go  along  to  supply  us  with 
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anj  letter  from  you,  but  Hballnut  be  too  early  at  Kansas  Citjr,  whore 
we  hope  to  hear  frmn  yuu.  The  country  through  which  we  bute 
travelled  from  f'hii'jti;ii  }iii3  been  mostly  very  good  ,  the  wiret  faalt 
ia  want  of  livitii;  sln'iinis  -if  water.  With  all  the  eoinfcirt"  we  have 
along  our  journey,  I  lliiiik,  could  I  hope  in  any  itber  waj  to  an- 
swer the  end  of  [iiy  beiii^,  1  would  be  quite  coal«ut  to  be  at  North 
Elba. 

I  have  directed  the  sitle  n  Connectieiit   and  In  have 

the  rest  sent  in  a  New  Yn  e  tu  W  fttnon  s  order,  which 

I  hope  will  make  you  ali  able.     Wuteon  should  got 

something  more  at  Eiizab  the  mere  face  of  the  draft. 

He  will  need  to  write  his  i  back  of  the  draft  when  he 

sclb  it :  about  two  inolioii  i  1  would  be  the  proper  plaee. 

I  want  you  to  make  the  mt  y  yuu  get,  as  1  expect  to  be 

very  pitor  about  iiii>i»'y  fro'  uroo.    Commend  you  all  to 

the  mercy  and  iutiiiite  i:;ra<.-  .  bid  you  all  good-by  for  this 

Your  affectionate  husband  and  father, 

John  Brown.* 

Obawatomie,  K.  T.,  Oct.  13,  1865. 
Saturday  Eve. 
Dear  Wife  and  Children,  every  one,  ^  We  reached  the 
place  where  the  Iwys  are  lowited  one  week  agu,  late  at  night;  at 
least  Henry  and  Oliver  did.  I,  being  tired,  stayed  behind  in  our 
tent,  a  mile  or  two  back.  Ab  the  mail  goes  from  here  early  Monday 
mortjiug,  we  could  get  nothing  here  in  time  for  that  mail.  We  found 
all  more  or  less  sick  or  feeble  but  Wealthy  and  Johnny."  All  at 
Brownsville  appear  now  to  be  mending,  but  all  sick  or  feeble  here  at 

'  The  following  receipts  belong  in  this  portion  of  the  family  paywra  :  the 
first  one  ia  for  amis  purchased  with  money  contributed  by  Gerrit  Smith 
and  othtni  for  use  in  Kansas  ;  the  second  is  for  the  wagon  in  which  Brown 
m»de  the  journey  to  Kansas  :  — 

Bi^aWea  or  John  Brown  one  boi  (Irennns  and  fluki.  t"  be  firwnrdcd  by  railroml 
IIM.    BereiTcd  nf  John  Brown  ono  huniired  linlkni  In  riiU  for  a  heavy  lione  wagon. 


*  Son  of  John  Brown,  Jr. 


I 
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Mr.  Adwr's.  Fever  and  ague  aoil  thill-fever  seem  to  be  very  general. 
Oliver  tios  had  a  turn  of  the  Hgae  eiiice  he  got  here,  but  hiu  gut  it 
bri'kcu.  Henr;  lias  had  do  return  aiucc  first  breaking  it.  We  mi-'t 
with  no  difficully  in  pasaiug  lliruugh  MiBBouri,  but  Iroin  the  sicklies* 
of  our  hiirse  and  our  heavy  load.  The  horae  hn8  entirely  recuvi 
We  hud,  belweea  U9  nil,  sixty  cents  in  cash  when  we  arrived. 
ftuod  our  folks  tu  a  most  iiucoiufuruible  Eiiuatioo,  with  no  houses  U 
sheltet  ODe  of  them,  do  hay  or  cum  fodder  of  any  account  securedf^ 
Bhivcriug  over  their  little  fires,  all  exposed  to  the  dreadful  cutlin^;! 
winds,  morning  and  evcniug  and  stormy  days.  We  have  liceu  tryiqg  1 
tu  help  them  all  in  our  power,  and  hope  to  get  them  more  comfortable 
soon.  I  think  much  of  their  ill  health  ts  owing  tomoat  uareasouable 
exposure.  Mr.  Adair's  folks  would  be  quite  comfortable  if  they  were 
well.  One  letter  from  wife  and  Anne  to  Salmon,  of  August  10,  and 
one  from  Kulh  to  John,  uf  19th  September,  is  all  1  have  seen  from 
any  of  you  ainee  gettiug  here.  Ueury  found  one  from  Buth,  which 
he  has  not  showu  me.  Need  I  write  that  1  shall  be  glad  to  hear 
from  you  t  I  did  not  write  while  in  Missouri,  because  1  had  no  confi- 
dence tu  your  getting  my  letters.  Wo  took  u[i  little  Austin  and 
brought  him  ou  here,  which  appears  to  be  a  great  comfort  in  Jason 
and  Ellen.  We  were  all  out  a  good  part  of  the  last  uighi,  helping 
to  keep  the  prairie  fire  from  dcstroyiug  everything  ;  so  thai  I  am 
almost  blind  to-day,  or  1  would  write  you  more. 


Snlibath  Eve,  October  14, 
I  notice  in  your  letter  to  Salmon  your  trouble  about  the  me; 
having  the  house  miule  more  ooinfiTiable  for  winter,  and  I  fondly 
ho]ie  you  have  been  relieved  on  that  score  before  now,  by  finids 
from  Mr.  Hurlbut,  of  Winchester,  Conn.,  from  the  sale  of  the  cattle 
there.  Write  mo  all  about  your  situation;  for,  if  disappointed  from 
that  source,  I  sbnll  innke  every  effort  to  relieve  you  in  mnie  other 
vay.  Last  Tuesday  was  an  election  day  with  Free-State  meu  in 
Kansas,  and  hcariug  that  there  was  a  prospect  uf  difficulty  n 
turned  out  most  thoroughly  armed  (except  Jason,  who  was  to- 
bic)  ;  but  no  enemy  appeared,  nor  have  1  hoard  of  any  disliirbaoovl 
In  any  piart  of  the  Territory.  Indeed,  I  believe  Missouri  ia  Isu 
eoniing  disconraged  about  making  Kansas  a  slave  Slntc,  and  I  tliinlc 
the  prtispoct  of  its  becoming  free  is  brightening  every  day.  Try  lo 
be  cheerjtnl,  and  always  "  hope  in  God,"  who  will  not  It'ave  nor  for- 
•ake  them  that  tnut  in  him.  Try  to  comfort  and  encniirage  eaeh 
either  all  you  can.  Yon  are  all  very  dear  to  me,  and  I  humbly  ti 
we  may  be  kept  and  spared  lo  meet  again  on  earth ;  but  if  not, 
118  all  endeavor  earneatly  to  secure  admission  to  that  etenkal  boiaa^'i 
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where  n-ill  be  no  more  bitter  separutioiia,  "  where  the  wicked  shnll 
cense  from  troubling  and  the  weary  be  at  reat."  We  shall  iirubaWy 
Bp«nd  a  few  days  mure  in  helping  ilm  buys  to  pntvidc  suini;  kind  uf 
shelter  fur  winter,  and  meun  to  wiiie  yoa  ufteu.  May  Gud  iu  intiiiite 
mercy  blesa,  comfort,  uutl  bavb  you  all,  fur  Christ's  soke  ! 
Yuur  (iffecliijuatc  hmhaud  and  father, 

John  Browm. 


In  addition  to  the  account  given  by  John  Brown,  Jr.,  of 
the  pilgrimage  to  Kansas,  the  following  notice  of  it,  writti^n 
by  the  father,  aiid  found  among  his  papers  at  North  Elba, 
may  here  be  cited.     He  wrote  thus :  — 

'■  Xa  1854  the  four  eldest  sons  of  John  Brown,  named  John,  Jr., 
Jaaon,  Owen,  and  F'reileritk  (all  children  by  a  first  wife),  then  hviag 
in  Ohio,  deltrmiin-d  to  remove  to  Kjinsaa.  John,  Jr.,  sold  hia  pla4ie, 
a  very  desirahlo  little  property,  near  Vemiin,  iu  Trumbull  County. 
Jhsod  Brown  had  a  very  valuable  collection  of  grape-vines,  and  also  of 
choice  fmit-Crees,  which  he  t<iok  up  and  shipped  iu  boxes  at  a  heavy 
wwl.  The  other  two  bous  held  no  landed  properly,  but  both  wore 
possessed  uf  some  valuable  stock  (as  were  rJ»o  the  two  firet-nnmed) 
derived  from  that  of  their  father,  which  had  heeD  oflen  uoliceil  by 


liberal  premiums,  both 
The  two  finit-numed,  Ji 
none.  Frederick  was 
his  wife. 

''  In  consequence  of. 
em  Ohio  were  almost 
four  brothers  that  the 


I  th( 


Stale  of  New  York  and  also  uf  Ohi 
on,  both  Imd  fiimlUes. 
be  married,  and  was  i 


e  dearth  in  1854  the  ctups  in  Nurth- 
a  entire  failure ;  and  it  wns  decided  by  tlip 
o  youngest  should  lake  the  teams  and  rnlire 
,  cftttle  and  horses,  and  move  them  to  Soutiiwestnni  IlllnniB  ii> 
wiijler,  and  to  have  ihem  on  early  in  the  spring  of  1855.  This  wiis 
doii(>  at  a  very  oonsiderable  expense,  and  with  sume  lues  uf  stock  tu 
John,  Jr.,  some  of  hia  bwt  stock  having  been  stolen  on  the  wiiy. 
The  wintering  of  the  auimiils  was  attended  with  great  expense,  and 
with  no  lillle  suffering  to  the  two  youngest  brothers,  — one  of  them, 
Owen,  being  to  some  estnnt  a  crippio  from  childhood  by  an  injury 
of  the  light  arm  ;  ami  Frederick,  though  a  very  stout  man,  was  sub- 
ject to  periudicyil  sickness  for  njauy  years,  attended  with  insanity. 
It  has  been  stated  that  he  was  idiotic  ;  nothing  could  be  more  false. 
Ho  bad  subjected  himself  to  a  most  dreadful  sui^cal  operation  hut 
a  short  time  before  siartiDf:  for  Kansas,  which  bad  well-nigh  cobI 
bim  iiis  life,  and  was  but  just  through  with  his  confinement  wheu 
he  started  on  his  journey,  pale  and  weak.    They  were  ohbged  to 
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husk  com  &11  wioWr,  oul  cf  doors,  in  tirdei  to  obtain  fodder  for  t1 
snimuls.    Salmon  Brown,  a  wry  etruug  minor  son  of  the  faniilj^.l 
uifjiliteco    joara   old,   woa  sent   forvvard   enrly    in    1355,   u>       '  ' 
tbe  two  last-naiUL-d,  and  iill  ibrce  ardveil  iu  Kansiis  varly  i 

spring." 

In  such  patriarclial  fashion  did  the  Browns  ester  tlie  laud 
which  they  were  foreordained  to  defend.  These  young  men 
were  of  the  true  stuff,  worthy  sona  of  such  a,  aire;  active, 
enterprising  persona,  fond  of  labor,  inured  to  hardship,  and 
expecting,  as  their  father  had  taught  them,  to  earn  theb- 
living  with  the  toil  of  their  own  hands.  The  narrow  cir- 
eumatancea  of  the  family  made  it  necessary  that  these  young 
men  should  support  themselves  somewhere.  Love  of  free- 
dom, love  of  adventure,  and  a  desire  for  independence  la 
fortune  combined  to  tempt  them ;  but  the  father,  besides  but 
wish  to  aiil  them,  had  constantly  in  view  his  main  objeo^l 
as  the  last  letter  shows. 


More  Ftimili/  Letters. 

BROWNSVILLE,  K.  T.,  Nov,  2,  18B5. 
Pear  Wife  and  Childbbn,  every  one,  —  We  last  week  i 
(flivud  Wutsim's  U-uer  of  October  3,  U«t  law  lo  answer  till  new. 
felt  grntcful  to  \eura  that  you  were  all  then  well,  and  1  thiuk  1  fiUly 
ajrinpathiKe  with  you  iu  all  ibe  hardsbi[u<  and  discourageni 
hftve  to  iii<«t;  but  you  may  be  nraurod  you  are  not  alono  Id  haviiig,4 
triala,    I  bulii^vv  I  wrot*  you  that  we  found  every  one  here  mu 
unwidl  but  Wealthy  aiiil  Jiihmiy,  withimi  any  sort  of  a  place  where 
a  stout  innn  even  could  protect  liiinsrlf  from  the  cutting  oold  winds 
and  storms,  which  prcviiil  hert^  (the  winds,  I  mean,  in  pHrticulsr)  much 
more  than  in  any  plane  where  wo  have  ever  lived ;  and  ihiit  no  crops 
of  hay  or  auylhiug  nuaed  bad  been  taken  rare  of;  u-iih  com  wwtiiig 
by  cattle  and  homes,  without  feoces;  and,  I  may  add,   without  nytj 
uieal;  and  Jaaun's  folks  without  sugar,  or  any  hind  of  breHd3iu&  b^  J 
comground  with  ^rreat  Inbor  in  a  hand-mill  about  two  miles  off. 
I  wroM  before,  Wealthy,  Johnny,  Ellpn,  and  myself  have  o 
beiog  sick.     Some  have  had  the  ngue,  but  lightly ;  but  Jason  UH 
Oliver  have  had  a  hard  time  of  it,  and  are  yet  feeble.    They  appe 
■lime  lietter  just  now.     Under  eirisring  circnmBtnnces  we  have 
but  little  pri>|;rcss;  but  we  have  mmle  a  little,     Wo  havegoInshanQll 
three  togs  hi{;h,  uhiuked,  aud  mudded,  snd  roofed  with  our  tent,  nndB 
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a  chimne;  so  f»r  »di*Hnred  ttist  we  can  keep  a  fire  in  it  for  Jusou.' 
Juhn  haa  hU  alianlj-  n  little  better  fixed  ihitii  it  waa,  but  iniE«rable 
enough  now;  ami  wt  hiive  got  their  little  crop  of  beans  secureJ, 
whicti,  together  with  i<ihiiD<roake,  luush  and  milk,  purapkins,  and 
fare.  Pot&toee  tliey  hiive  none  of  any  ac- 
ipkinB,  and  squushea  a  very  uiodcratEi  supply, 


BIJUtlBheS, 

count;  milk,  Wi 
just  for  the  pres( 
Jaaon.  I  do  nm 
but  merely  to  li 
piiradise,  while  you  bav< 
We  had  here,  Octuber  25 
of  North  Elba  at  that  sea 
After  all,  God's  tender 


Wn  hHH 


end  yoi 


j>  got  a  few  house- logs  cut  for 

0  render  yuu  more  uohappy, 

1  here  are  not  altogether  iu 
uil  miserable  frosty  region, 
czing  I  ever  witneiwed  »outh 


before  long,  ami  lu  the 
to  send  you  a  inure  fa 
before  whom  a  deed  e 
Jason  aud  Owen  have 


I  tiibeu  from  us,  aud  blessed 
I  will  a  little  brighten  here 
/s.  and  that  we  may  be  ubio 
There  is  no  pri'pcr  oflicer 
e  BCknowieoged  short  of  Lawrenue,  and 
been  able  to  go  there  at  all  since  we  got 
to  learn  very  much  whether  you  have  rceeived  any 
return  from  the  cattle  of  Mr.  Hurlbut,  in  Comiecticul,  bo  that  I  may 
at  once  write  him  if  you  have  not.  I  truet  you  will  not  neglect  this, 
as  it  takes  so  long  to  get  letters  through,  and  it  will  greatly  lessen  my 
anxiety  about  your  being  made  in  some  measure  comfortable  for  the 
winter.  We  hear  that  the  fall  has  been  very  sickly  in  Ohio  and  other 
States.  I  can  discover  no  rensou  why  this  country  should  continue 
sbkly,  but  it  has  proven  exceediugly  so  this  fall.  I  feel  more  aud 
more  confident  that  slavery  will  sotm  die  out  here,  —  and  to  God  be 
the  praise !  Commending  yon  all  to  his  iufiuite  grace,  I  remain 
Your  affectionate  husband  and  father, 

John  Beown. 

To  Ais  Family. 

OSAWATOMIE,  K.  T.,  Nov.  23, 18S5. 

Dear  Wife  and  Childkek,  all,  —  Ruth's  letter  to  Henry, 
saying  she  was  about  moving,  and  dated  23d  October  (I  think), 
was  received  by  last  week's  mail.  We  were  ail  glad  to  learn  again 
of  your  welfare;  and  as  to  your  all  slaying  in  one  house,  T  can  see 
00  poaaible  objection,  if  you  can  only  bo  well  agreed,  and  try  to 

1  His  home  was  a  freezing  cabin, 
Too  bare  for  the  hungry  mt ; 
Its  roof  was  thatched  with  ragged  gnus, 
And  bald  enough  of  that. 

Holmes,  The  Pilgrim't  Fitioit. 
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make  each  other  aa  oomfoitable  U  maj  be.  Notliiug  new  of  account 
has  oocurred  aiiuiDgst  ub  since  I  wrote.  Henrj,  Jaeoa,  and  Oliver 
are  unable  h>  du  much  yet,  bat  appear  to  have  but  little  ague  now. 
The  others  are  all  gottieg  miildling  well.  We  have  got  both  familiea 
•0  ahelteMd  that  they  ueed  nut  suffer  hereafter  ;  have  got  part  of  the 
bay  (which  had  laio  in  cucka)  secured ;  made  some  progresu  ia  prep- 
aration to  build  a  house  for  Juhu  and  Owen ;  and  Salmon  has  caught 
a  prairie  wolf  in  the  ateel  trap.  We  continue  to  have  a  good  deal  of 
Btonoy  weather,  —  rains  with  severe  wioda,  and  funning  into  ice  as 
they  Iklt,  together  with  cold  nights  that  freeae  the  groaod  consider- 
ably. "  Still  Gud  has  not  forsaken  us,"  and  we  get  "  day  by  day 
our  daily  bread,"  and  I  wigh  we  all  hud  a  great  deal  niore  gratitude 
to  mingle  with  onr  undeserved  blessings.  Much  suffering  would  be 
avoided  by  people  settling  tu  Kansas,  were  they  aware  that  they 
wonid  need  plenty  of  warm  clothing  and  light  warm  houses  as  much 
aa  in  New  Hampshire  or  Vermont;  for  such  ii  the  fact. 

Since  Watson  wrote,  I  have  felt  a  great  deal  troubled  about  your 
prospects  of  a  cold  house  to  winter  in,  and  since  I  wrote  last  I  have 
thought  of  a  cheap  ready  way  to  help  it  much,  at  any  rate.  Take 
any  common  straight-edged  boards,  and  run  ihem  from  the  ground 
op  to  the  eaves,  bam  fashion,  not  driving  the  nails  in  so  far  but  that 
they  may  easily  be  drawn,  covering  all  but  doors  and  windows  na 
doae  aa  may  be  in  that  way,  and  breaking  joints  if  need  be.  Tiiis 
can  be  done  by  any  one,  and  in  an;  weather  not  very  severe,  and  the 
boards  may  afterwards  be  mostly  saved  fur  other  useti.  I  think  much, 
too,  of  your  widowed  state,  and  1  sometimes  ftllow  myself  to  dr^am  a 
little  of  agun  some  time  enjoyiug  the  comforts  of  home  ;  but  I  du 
not  dare  to  dream  much.  May  Giid  abundantly  reward  all  yonr 
sacriflMS  for  the  cause  of  humanity,  and  a  thbusandfuld  more  than 
eompensate  yonr  lack  of  worldly  conuectionB !  We  have  received  two 
newspapers  you  sent  us,  which  were  indeed  a  great  treat,  shut  away 
aa  we  are  from  the  means  of  getting  the  news  of  the  day.  Should 
yon  continue  to  direct  them  to  some  of  the  boys,  after  reading,  we 
should  prise  them  much. 

Your  affectionate  husband  and  father, 

John  Brown. 

These  letters  disclose  the  hardships  of  the  first  year  of 
pioneer  life  In  Kansas,  suffered  from  the  eleuienta  aiid  nat- 
nral  causes  alone.  Yet  the  troubles  of  this  family  were  but 
JQBt  begun  when  the  indemeney  of  the  season  had  been  in 
some  measure  guarded  against.  The  Browns  had  "  located," 
M  already  mentioned,  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  Osawatomie ; 
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their  kinsman  ^Ir.  Ad^r  living  between  them  and  the 
village.  Jiimes  Haiiway,  another  pioneer,  living  oa  the 
Pottawatomie,  near  Dutch  Ueiiry's  Crossing,  in  Franklin 
County,  a  lew  luiloa  southeast  of  Brownsville  (which  is 
now  in  the  tuv^ri^hi])  of  Cutler),  thus  speaks  of  the  loca- 
tion: "On  Noith  Middle. Creek,  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  iJay, 
eight  miles  soiitln'nat     '  "ohn  Brown  caused  to  be 

erected  a  cabin  for  th  pre-empting  a.  claim  for 

his  brother-iii-law  Mr.  .her  of  the  present  occu- 

pant of  the  farm  ;  bul  ned  that  Brown  lived  on 

it,  for  after  the  montl  56.  he  was  never  station- 

ary, but  all  the  time  i  ith,  until  he  left  Kansas 

for  a  season.     After  tomie  tragedy  occurred, 

the  John  Brown,  Jr.,  a  valuiible  library,  was 

burned  down   by    the   .  -.        Iiis   oiibin  was  locat<'d  a 

short  distance  south  of  the  Day  cabin.  The  other  sons  of 
John  Brown  had  claims  about  one  and  a  half  miles  south, 
now  known  as  '  Brown's  Run.' "  The  family  were  therefore 
within  a  circuit  of  two  miles  of  each  other,  and  at  some  dis- 
tance from  any  other  settlers.  Their  ]>ost-office  was  Osawa- 
tomie;  for  there  was  then  no  town  at  Ottawa,  which  is  now 
a  thriving  village,  with  a  third  part  of  the  whole  county 
population.  The  township  of  Pottawatomie,  in  which  the 
Shermans  and  Doyles  lived,  was  about  as  far  south  from 
the  Browns  as  Osawatomie  was  on  the  east. 

Scarcely  had  the  Brown  family  got  over  the  first  liard- 
abipa  of  the  sickly  season  and  the  frosty  autumn,  when  they 
were  called  upon  to  arm  and  muster  for  the  defence  of  their 
threatened  neighbors  at  Lawrence.  The  murdering  of  Free- 
State  men  had  begun  (Oct.  25,  ISflfl)  with  the  shooting  of 
Samuel  Collins  at  Doniphan  by  Pat  Laughlin,  a  noisy  pro- 
slavery  Irishman,  who  was  aided  in  his  attack  by  three  or 
four  armed  associates.  No  attempt  was  made  to  punish 
Laughlin.  Four  weeks  later,  November  21,  Charles  Dow 
was  murdered  by  Franklin  Coleman,  a  proslavery  bully, 
near  Hickory  Point.  The  next  night,  Jacob  Branson,  a  wit- 
ness against  Coleman,  was  arrested  by  the  proslavery  sheriff 
Jones,  for  taking  part  in  a  Free-State  meeting,  contrary  to 
the  "bogus  laws;"  but  before  Jones  and  his  posse  could 
carry  their  prisoner  to  the  proslavery  capital,  Lecompton, 
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they  were  waylaid  by  an  equal  force  of  Free-State  men,  who 
rescued  Branson,  near  Blauton's  Bridge,  on  the  very  night 
of  his  arrest.  J.  R.  Kennedy,  now  of  Colorado,  haa  given  a 
graphic  account  of  the  rescue  scene,  which  I  will  quote  in 
his  own  words,  for  the  sake  of  showing  what  men  and  what 
events  might  be  heard  of  at  any  time  iu  Kansas.'  The  date 
is  Nov.  22,  1855;  the  men  acting  on  the  Free-State  side 
were  Major  James  B.  Abbott,  Captain  Philip  Hutchinson, 
Philip  Hupp,  and  his  sou  Miner  Hupp,  Colonel  Samuel  N, 
Wood  (an  Ohio  man,  six  months  resident  in  Kansas),  Elmore 
Allen,  Edmund  Curless,  Lafayette  Curless,  William  Hughes, 
Paul  Jones,  J.  R.  Kennedy,  Collins  Holloway,  Isaac  Shap- 

pet,  John  Smith,  and Smith.    The  party  were  waiting 

at  Abbott's  house  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  when  the 
chronicle  begins;    Kennedy  saya :  — 

"  While  I  was  etaading  by  the  ioor,  Btill  on  the  wftteh.  I  heard 
PhUip  Hupp  (and  no  braver  man  ever  lived)  Bay,  '  Well,  boya,  I 
tell  you  nhat'B  the  matter;  they  have  taken  BrHiimu  and  croSBcd  the 
Wakarnsii  at  Curaeliua's  Crussing,  and  buTC  hlin  at  old  Crane's  Iiotel. 
All  we  have  to  do,  and  what  we  ought  to  do,  ii  to  marcli  right  down 
there,  and  ir  Braesoii  is  in  Iho  bouse,  tell  him  to  come  out,  — that  he 
!■  a  free  man,  and  will  be  prot^wted.'  Just  at  this  time  I  wallted  <Jut 
a  Uttle  from  the  door,  and  looking  anuth  saw  fifteen  or  twenty  mounted 
men  riding  slowly  along  the  mad  toward  the  house.  Stepping  <|uickly 
back  to  the  door,  I  eaiight  Major  Abbott's  eye,  and  becl<imeil  him  to 
come  out,  which  he  did.  I  showed  him  the  men,  and  exclaiming, 
'  That  'b  the  party ! '  he  rushed  into  the  house,  telling  tiie  hi>yB  they 

I  Hr.  Wilder,  the  Kansw:  biBtorixn,  with  the  national  turn  for  humor, 
mys:  "We  bad  «  Kansas  war  h^re  oncre,  —  eivil,  intiTnecine.  fnitri.idiil. 
Some  fellow  in  long  hair  and  liiic^kskin  hrocfhcs,  amieil  and  inountnl  lik« 
Same  JaniP*,  would  ride  up  to  you  ami  kill  yon  hn-anse  you  could  read  and 
write,  and  were  a  Yankee.  IIo  contrulled  the  elections  iu  tliat  way  for 
■everal  yeal^  Those  who  fought  yon  at  thi'  polls  also  connli'd  tlif  viih-a 
after  the  election.  There  was  a  proslavcry  bnlly  hen-  —  name  liap]iily  for- 
gotten —  who  maile  it  a  huslnewi  to  flpiit  on  elei'tion  day,  to  knock  down 
and  drag  out,  and  to  keep  timid  men  from  the  polls.  But  at  one  election 
the  bully  woke  up  the  wrong  pansengcr,  —  namely.  John  I.an'ler.  of  Elwooii. 
When  John  cnme  home  that  niRht,  after  taking  a  square  Free-Slate  driuk, 
he  said  he  bad  found  the  way  to  carry  a  Free-State  elirtion  :  'Break  a 
Democratic  leg  early  in  the  morning.'     And  that  was  juat  what  John  had 
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were  coming,  aad  to  gu  out  quick.  Mrs.  Abbott  haiided  the  buys 
their  guoa,  and  thi-v  iliil  gn  out  with  a  rush,  Abbott  goiug  firet,  ftil- 
lowed  bj  Philij)  Hupp  ;  then  came  Captain  Hutehiiisoti,  Paul  Juuce, 
and  uthera.  We  tunnil  to  tho  kit  aroaod  the  cui-Der  of  the  bouse 
into  the  road  it.  few  ro.ls  in  front  of  the  horseinon.  Phil  Hupji  was 
the  firat  man  who  (;r.«[,i>J  the  road.  He  aaid  afterwarde  he  was 
watching  the  iiuiu  m  the  ■"-"  '■-—'•  Sheriff  Jonee  ;  aud  he  did 
watch  hiiQ,  sure  f  uoagli.  t  was  Paul  J.mcB,  and  both 

were  aniied  wiili  winirrul  came  Captaiu  HuicbinEou, 

armed  with  twu  large  Btou  Ilultowa;  aud  roygolf,  —  1 

thinkiug  Caplalu  Hutchii*  id  man  to  nay  willi,  as  he 

had  been  thrfu  yeara  in  ■  far.     The  rest  of  Ibu  bnya 

ranged  along  tbi-  wdu  of  th.  bouse.    This  was  about  llio 

order  we  oecujiiud  when  tl  ached  close  to  ihosa  in  the 

road,  and  very  cIubo  to  tli  e  of  the  road.     Mr.   Hupp 

being  in  front,  iiud  seeing  t..  ed  iilnni;  fnmi  where  be  whs 

to  tlio  sidii  of  the  hoiiBC,  called  out,  '  soya,  what  the  hell  are  you 
doing  there  f  Hero  is  the  place  for  you.'  They  then  all  crowded 
rapidly  up  in  frout  of  the  other  party,  when  one  of  these  aaid, 
'  What  'e  uji  1 '  Major  Abbott  replied,  ■  That  is  what  we  want  to 
know,'  —  which  reinark  waa  followed  by  a  shot  on  our  side.  (The 
Major  had  a  self'Cocking  revolver,  and  he  had,  in  his  excitement, 
pulled  it  a  little  too  hard,  causing  it  to  go  off.)  Then  the  question 
was  asked  him  again  by  the  other  side,  '  What  'b  up  T '  Thinking  of 
what  Air.  Hupp  liad  said  iu  the  house,  I  said  to  Major  Abbott,  '  Ask 
them  if  Branson  is  there.'  He  did  so,  and  the  answer  was,  'Yes,  I 
am  hero,  and  a  priaimer.'  Three  or  four  of  our  men  spoke  at  cmce, 
—  Major  Abbott,  Colonel  Wood,  and  others  whom  I  do  not  remem- 
ber, —  sayiug,  *  Come  out  of  that,'  or  '  Coine  over  to  your  friends,' 
or  perhaps  both  were  aaid.  Branson  replied,  '  They  say  they  will 
shoot  me  if  I  do.'  Oidonel  Sam  Woiid  answered  quickly,  '  Let 
them  shoot  and  be  damned ;  we  can  shoot  too.'  Bratison  then  said, 
'  I  will  come  if  thcj  do  shimt,'  starting  his  mule.  (The  man  who 
vras  leading  it  let  the  halter  slip  through  his  hands  very  quietly.) 
The  rest  of  the  proslavory  party  niiaert  their  ahot-guus  and  rocked 
them.  Our  little  crowd  raised  their  guns,  and  were  reaily  in  as 
goi«l  lime  as  the  others.  Sam  Wood  and  two  or  three  of  our 
men  helped  Rransim.  Wmwl  asked  Branson,  '  Is  this  your  mule  I ' 
'  No,'  was  the  reply,  wheroiipoii  Wood  kicked  tho  male  and  said, 
'  Go  Iwek  lo  your  uiaslei's,  damn  yiiu.'  In  the  mean  time  Branson 
had  disappeared,  aiid  was  seen  no  more  by  these  brave  '  shot-gun ' 

"  About  this  time  some  one  of  them  said,  '  Why,  Sam  Wood,  you 
are  very  brave  to-night )  you  must  want  to  fight.'    Colonel  Wood 


I 


ies5.] 


THE   BROWN   FAMILY   IK   KANSAS. 


JuHt  a 


replieJ  that  he  '  was  always  ready  for  a.  fight. 
Bhcritf  Jones  interposed,  saying,  '  There  is  mi  uhb  bi  eheil  blond  in 
this  afliiir;  but  it  will  he  setllL-il  sunn  in  a  way  that  wilt  not  h»  vtrj 
pleawini  to  AlHililifinisiB,'  aoJ  slarteil  In  riilfi  tlirtiugh  those  standing 
ill  the  mail.  He  iliil  not  then  knuw  ultl  Philip  Hupp,  but  soon  innile 
his  acquuintanre ;  and  I  do  not  think  he  will  be  slopjied  by  denth  ntiy 
quicker  than  Phil  Hupp  etopjHMl  lilui  that  nigtit,  Juet  ar  SMin  aa 
he  stnrted,  old  Philip  set  the  digger  and  clicked  his  old  squirrel  rifle 
quii-lier  than  he  or  any  other  man  ever  did  it  before,  and  siud  tu  Sheriff 
Junes,  '  Halt !  or  I  will  blow  your  damned  brains  out  in  a  mument.' 
He  stopped,  and  stayed  right  there,  saying  gently  to  Mr.  Hupp, 
*  Don't  shoot.'  There  was  then  a  genenil  talk  atnong  all  hands,  and 
we  were  told  about  the  '  Kansas  uiililia,  three  thouund  strong,  that  in 
three  days'  lime  would  wipe  that  damned  Abolition  ti)wn  Lawrence 
out,  and  corral  all  the  Abolitionists  and  make  pels  of  them.'  How- 
ever, Colonel  Sam  Wo<.«l  and  lAhers  nut-talked  them  so  bad  that  they 
were  glad  to  get  away  on  any  terms.  Miner  Hupp,  who  watiled  tu 
Bqnate  accounts  with  his  two  men,'  was  prevented  from  doing  sn.  It 
was  not  bis  fMult,  fur  he  hail  a  '  beail '  on  them  several  tiniec ;  but  liia 
father  was  wnt4;hing  him  all  the  time  after  he  got  Sberiff  Jonus 

As  the  affair,  tbas  described,  waa  the  first  instance 
combined  and  forcible  resistance  to  the  usurping  authoritit 
created  by  the  fraudulent  elections  of  March  30,  1855, 
'  waa  naturally  looked  upon  aa  very  serious  by  both  partiM. 
Sheriff  Jones  (the  notorious  ruftiau  who  afterward  led  the 
successful  attack  on  Ijawrence  in  May,  1856)  was  full  of 
wrath  and  cursing.  He  rode  on  with  his  posse  that  night  to 
a  little  village  near  Lawrence,  then  called  Franklin,  where 
they  decided  to  appeal  both  to  Wilson  Shannon  (the  drunken 
governor  of  Kansas,  who  had  superseded  Governor  Reeder), 
and  to  Colonel  Boone,  of  Westport,  Mo.  (Jones's  father-in- 
law  and  a  descendant  of  Daniel  Boone),  for  aid  in  punishing 
the  rebellious  Yankees.  Jones  wrote  a  despatch  to  West^ 
port,  which  he  sent  by  a  mounted  messenger,  saying,  as  the 

'  Tlii*  Hl1ude«  til  u  previous  saying  of  yoan^  Iliip]).  thaihp  "wanted  to 
squan  (ccounts  with  two  of  the  potx  thst  hnjl  thrvaienril  and  >bu»Hl  him 
a  liny  nr  two  liefgre,  and  wui  afraid  the  ball  would  he  onr  before  he  got 
there."  The  above  account  is  part  of  a  letter  written  by  EenDudy  ' 
Ootorado  Springs,  where  he  was  living  in  1878,  and  tnay 
accnnte  ;  but  it  is  the  beat  1  have 
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man  rode  off,  "That  man  is  taking  my  despatch  to  Mis- 
souri, and,  by  Giod  !  I  will  have  reseuge  before  I  see  Missouri 
^ain."  Being  reminded  that  he  had  not  notiiied  his  offi- 
cial superior  Govenioi-  Shannon,  he  next  sent  a  message  to 
him  at  the  Shawnee  Mission  by  one  Hai^ous,  who  was  an 
accessory  to  the  murder  of  Dow  two  <lays  before.  Mean- 
time the  Freft-Statn  me  lie.  They  held  a  public 
■  meeting,  Novcuiber  27,  ■,  at  which  Dranson  the 
rescued  prisoner  spoK  !  story  of  his  friend's 
murder  and  his  own  at  he  said,  was  a  mild  and 
peaceable  young  man,  es  oae  who  knew  him,  —  an 
immigrant  from  Ohio,  i  ling  at  Branson's  house. 
Coleman  bad  repeatedl  to  kill  biin,  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  2Ist,  w  it  on  some  errand  to  the 
blacksmith's  shop.  Bniusuu  auvised  him  tu  take  his  gun, 
but  Dow  did  not.  On  his  return  to  Branson's,  and  when  a 
few  steps  from  the  shop,  hearing  the  click  of  a  gun,  he  turned 
round,  and  received  in  bis  breast  the  charge  of  a  double- 
barrelled  shot-gun  loaded  with  slugs.  This  happened  about 
one  o'clock ;  and  the  body  was  left  lying  by  the  sid«  of  the 
road  where  he  fell  until  sundown,  when  some  of  the  acces- 
sories sent  word  to  Branson  "  that  a  dead  body  was  lying  by 
the  roadside."  He  had  begun  to  fear  some  ill  had  befallen 
his  friend,  and  at  once  recognizing  the  body,  conveyed  it  to 
his  house.  Coleman  then  took  refnge  with  Governor  Shan- 
non at  the  Shawnee  Mission,  and  was  nominally  arrested  by 
Jones,  who  was  serving  as  sheriff  of  Douglas  County  in  Kan- 
sas, while  living  at  Westport,  and  acting  postmaster  there, 
Branson  had  taken  no  part  in  the  affair;  but  the  next  morn- 
ing a  proslavery  justice  at  Lawrence,  named  Cameron,  issued 
a  "  peace- warrant "  against  Branson  on  the  complaint  of  a 
proslavery  neighbor  at  Hickory  Point,  where  the  murder 
occurred.  That  evening,  after  Branson  had  gone  to  bed  with 
his  family.  Sheriff  Jones,  with  a  party  of  mounted  men,  rode 
up  to  his  lone  cabin  upon  the  prairies,  a  half-mile  from 
neighbors,  knocked  at  the  door,  and  to  the  question  "  Wlio 
is  there?"  replied,  "A  friend."  "Come  in  then;"  and 
the  little  cabin  was  at  once  full  of  rough,  savage,  armed 
men,  Jones  went  to  the  bedside,  and,  presenting  his 
pistol  to  Branson's  breast,  said,  "  You  are  my  prisoner." 
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Branson  usked,  "  By  what  authority  ?  "  Oaths,  and  the 
threat  "  I  will  blow  you  through,"  were  the  only  an- 
swer ;  the  rufdans,  with  guns  cocked,  gathered  round,  and 
took  him  prisoner,  —  an  innocent,  defeucelesa  man,  kid- 
napped from  bis  home  and  family  by  a  gang  of  twenty- 
live  half-drunken  men,  showing  no  papers  of  arrest,  and 
answering  with  oatha  and  threats  of  death  any  questiou  of 
their  authority. 

Such  was  the  story  told  by  Branson  and  the  other  speak- 
ers at  the  Lawrence  meeting.  Branson,  a  plain  elderly 
farmer, "  of  quiet  and  modest  deportment,"  says.  Mrs.  Kobin- 
Bon,'  then  went  on  to  say,  "  with  tears  at  times  stealing  down 
his  weather-beaten  cheeks,"  that  he  had  been  requested  by 
some  friends  to  leave  Lawrence,  to  seek  some  other  place  of 
safety,  so  that  no  excuse  could  be  given  to  the  enemy  for  an 
attack  upon  Lawrence.  He  said  he  would  go,  —  Lawrence 
should  not  be  involved  in  difficulty  on  his  account;  if  it  was 
the  decision  of  the  majority,  he  would  go  to  his  home,  and 
die  there,  and  be  buried  by  the  side  of  his  friend.  This 
statement  was  met  by  cries  of  "  No  !  no !  "  The  principal' 
speakers  lifter  Branson  were  Grosvenor  P.  Lowry,  a  young 
lawyer  from  Pennsylvania,  who  proposed  a  committee  of 
ten  for  the  comuiou  defence  ;  Colonel  V^'ood,  who  had  taken 
part  in  the  rescue ;  and  Maitin  F.  Conway  (born  in  Maryland 
in  1828),  who  had  emigmted  to  Kansas  in  October,  ISM, 
and  had  resigned  bis  seat  in  the  fraudulent  Territorial 
Council  of  1855.* 

What  Mr.  Conway  said  had  much  weight,  as  coming  from 
the  best,  lawyer  in  Kansas.  He  advi.ied  tliem  to  move  cau- 
tiously, but  boldly,  having  a  care  to  take  every  step  properly. 
They  had  ignored  and  repudiated  the  Legislature  at  the 
Shawnee  Mission :  they  would  never  give  their  allegiance 

•  Ranns:  It»  Kxterinr «inl  IiiKrior  Lifr,  pp.  105-110. 

»  Mr.  Conw«y  was  among  Ihi'  Blil«>t  of  IIip  n!--!!  «lio mad?  Kansas  n  freu 
State,  anil  waa  a  atemij  frienil  of  .liihii  Broivn.  IIk  liiid  been  brt-<l  n  Demii- 
crat,  and  was  a  protege  of  Hi'iiry  May,  ft  DcinoiTiitic  roiij,Tfssmftii  from 
Baltimon,  but  wan  hoatila  to  alavery,  and  a  radical  in  liis  (■oiistniclioii  of 
the  ConBtitation  and  laws.  He  vtns  dioacii  Chief-Jnstiofl  of  KftDsas  under 
the  Topaka  rnnslitiition.  and  was  tLe  first  Congrcasmaii  from  the  State. 
Ha  died  at  WaabingtoD  id  1B83. 
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to  Buoh  a.  monstrous  iniquity.  To  the  United  States  author- 
ities, to  the  Of[,-anic  iict,  to  the  courts  created  umler  it,  and 
to  the  judges  and  tnarshala  appoiuted  by  the  President,  they 
would  yield  oljedieiite.  These  might  oppress  them,  but  they 
would  submit,  aud  seek  redress  for  grievaucea  at  the  United 
States  Supreme  Cuuit,  which  would  give  them  a  fair  hear- 
ing.' He  did  uot  dissi  in  defeuding  their  rights 
and  insisting  on  al!  th  f  the  law.  Fortunately, 
however,  the  friends  <  New  England  and  New 
York  had  not  sufferei  nta  to  rely  wholly  upon 
what  proved  to  be  a  —the  protection  of  the 
courts.  Notwithstand  ^st  of  Mr.  Amos  Law- 
rence and  others  bef  :ressioual  Investigating 
Committee  of  May  am.                       that  "  the  Emigrant  Aid 

Company  had  uevtr  iuv..,.^-.  ■.. r  in  cunnou  or  rifles,  in 

powder  or  lead,  or  in  any  of  the  implements  of  war,"  the 
truth  is,  that  the  officers  and  agents  of  this  company  (and 
Mr.  Lawrence  among  the  foremost)  raised  money  and  pur- 
chased arms,  which  were  sent  to  Kansas  in  May,  1855,  in 
August,  1855,  and  at  other  times.  The  chief  agent  of  thi» 
company  in  Kansas  was  Charles  Robinson,  who  de§^tched 
G,  W.  Deitzler  to  Massachusetts  in  April,  1855,  to  obtaiu 
weapons,  and  again  sent  Major  Abbott  (already  mentioned 
as  the  leailer  in  the  rescue  of  Branson)  in  July  for  the  same 
purpose.  Robinson  gave  Abbott  a  letter  to  Eli  Thayer, 
the  originator  of  the  Emigrant  Aid  Company,  in  which  he 
told  Mr.  Thayer  that  "the  rifles  in  Lawrence  [the  so-called 
'  Beecher  Bibles ']  have  had  a  very  good  effect,  and  I 
think  the  same  kind  of  instruments  in  other  places  \yould 
do  more  to  save  Kansas  than  almost  anything  else."  T]\\a 
was  John  Brown's  opinion  also,  as  was  shown  by  his  start- 
ing for  Kansas  at  that  time  with  a  supply  of  weapons.  Mr. 
Branscomb,  a  Boston  agent  of  the  Emigi-aiit  Aid  Com- 
pany, indorsed  Robinson's  suggestion,  and  "cheerfully  rec- 
ommended Mr.  J.  B.  Abbott  to  the  public,"  under  date  of 

'  Juilge  Conn-ay  then  sii(i[io9pil  —  what  the  pvents  of  the  neit  j-eor  smliy 
disproved  hy  Taney's  atiwioiia  Drwi  Scott  ilerision  —  thnl  the  conrt  of  Mur- 
ahall  and  Story  wonld  decrw  jualiw,  mid  not  liasteii  to  make  itself  the  mere 
tool  of  the  slave.power,  an  Picire  nnil  Buehanan  iverp.  In  ftct,  the  United 
States  Court  in  Kansas  anticipated  Ttmuy  id  this  subniissioii. 
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Augnst  10, 1855.  Mr.  lAwrence,  vice-president  of  the  com- 
pany, OQ  the  next  day  (August  11)  wrote  to  Major  Abbott 
at  Hartford,  Coim.  (where  Sbarpe's  rifles  were  then  made), 
as  follows :  —  , 

"  Request  Mr.  Palmer  to  hare  oue  hundred  Shaipe's  rifles  packed 
in  ea»kB,  like  hardware,  and  to  retain  them  subjevt  U>  luy  urder ;  also 
t)i  send  the  bill  lu  ue  by  mail.  I  will  pay  it  either  with  uiy  Dote, 
acrunling  to  the  tenna  agreed  on  between  liim  and  Dr.  Webb,'  or  in 
cash,  leu  hiterest  at  seven  per  ceot  peranDuiu." 

Aaguat  20. 

This  instahnent  of  carbines  is  far  Trum  being  enough,  and  I  hope 
the  measures  y uu  are  talking  will  Iw  followed  up  until  every  o^piniied 
company  of  trusty  men  in  the  Territory  shall  be  supplied.  Dr. 
Cabot*  will  give  me  the  names  of  any  geutlemen  here  wlio  subscribe 
mouey,  and  the  amount,  of  which  1  shall  heep  a  menioraadum,  and, 
promise  them  that  it  shall  be  repaid,  either  in  cash  or  rifles,  whenever 
it  is  setth-d  that  Kansas  shall  nut  bo  a  pwviace  of  Missouri.  There- 
fore keep  them  in  capital  order,  and,  above  all,  take  good  care  that 
they  do  not  fall  into  the  bands  uf  the  Mitisouriaiis  aftt'r  yon  once  get 
them  iulo  use.  Yon  must  dieposo  of  these  ic^r^  Ihey  tcUi  do  the 
Utost  good;  and  fur  this  purpose  you  should  advise  with  Dr.  Sohin- 
■on  and  Mr.  Pomeroy.* 

Augiut  24. 

The  rifles  ought  to  be  on  the  way.  Have  you  forwarded  them  T 
How  much  money  have  you  received  t  The  Tupeka  people  will 
require  half  of  these. 

'  Secretary  of  the  Emigrant  Aid  Company,  and  a  devoted  rHsud  of  free 
Kanus. 

*  Samuel  Cabot,  Jr.,  M.D.,  a  nolnl  iar)i<N>n  in  Boston,  and  one  of  the 
mmt  active  in  miiin^  mourj  for  rifles  and  other  matHrial  aid  to  thr  EansBs 
fanners  in  1835-57.  He  has  prewrvcnl  a  list  of  the  snbscrilwrs  to  the 
anns  fund,  which  thi-  historian  of  KansBs  Nhoiild  print  in  his  volume. 

■  In  view  of  these  ms.nly  letters  of  .Mr.  Lnwrcni-e,  his  Htntements  to  the 
Haasachusetts  HiitoriCAl  Society  (May  8,  1884)  in  praise  of  the  peaceful 
charaetrr  of  Charles  Robinson  are  very  grotesque.  Mr.  Lawrence  then 
laid  ;  "  Charles  Robinson  Moer  ban  arm*,  nor  omitted  to  do  whatever  he 
considered  to  he  his  duty.  Be  tlemJy  held  the  jienplr.  in  tkeir  loyalty  to  the 
OmeriimeyU,  a^inst  the  arf^ments  and  thi>  exsmple  of  the  '  highrr  Uw ' 
men,  ^cha^reTe  ahaiijunrmed."  One  of  thcnc  "higher  law"  men  was  Major 
Abbott,  who  rescueii  Branson  contrary  to  law.  nnil  who  was  armed  by  Mr. 
Laorence  himself,  st  the  iiri^nt  request  of  ItobJnsou  1  Sad  is  theeBaet 
of  time  on  the  hnnun  memory. 


In  [)reseiitiDg  these  letters  of  Robinson  anil  Lawrence  to 
tlu)  Ksmsan  Historical  Society  in  1882j  Msjur  Abbott  said, 
among  oth«r  thiuKS :  "  I  went  to  the  Emigrant  Aid  folks  in 
bonton,  and  to  Aiuos  A.  Lawrence,  who  immediately  gave 
the  money  for  the  purchase  of  one  hundred  Sharpe's  rifles. 
Hla  action  and  these  letters  show  what  a  friend  of  Kansas 
he  WOM  iit  that  early  period,  and  how  cjuick  he  was  to  <^m- 
prehend  thi-  character  of  the  struggle  into  which  we  had 
been  precipitated.  When  I  reached  home,  the  latter  part 
of  September,  1  found  the  riflea,  which  I  had  sent  ahead  of 
iRfl,  at  lJiwri>nr?e,  and  ready  for  use.  The  howitzer  came 
latvr,  but  waa  in  time  to  be  brought  to  the  defence  of  Law- 
rence at  the  invasion  in  December,  1855,  the  pretence  for 
which  was  the  rescue  of  Branson,  —  which  rescue,  as  it 
hapitrnud,  I  had  a  hand  in."  To  meet  thia  invasion  Robin- 
'son  wati  niad<i  a  major-general,  and  in  that  capacity  commis- 
sioned John  Hrown  as  captain.' 

Tho  stoiy  of  the  aims  earlier  sent  out  by  the  "  Emigrant 
Aid  folks  "  may  here  be  given  as  told  by  General  Deitzler 
and  the  Jlev.  Edward  E.  Hale  in  1879.  General  Deitzler 
Baiil  r  — 

"  Komc  six  weoks  wfler  my  « 
day*  utter  llio  TorriUiriiil  elect 

■  Tba  loltion  of  Robinxin  towards  Major  A1>bolt  and  the  reuu«n  of 
Bnnson  may  In-  iiiferreJ  from  the  fact  tliat  they  irporu-ii  at  Robinaon'a 
hoiiac.  tpn  railca  from  Klnutciii'a  Bri.lga,  Iwfore  Bunrbe,  Novdmbor  S8,  tlie 
Jay  iiftar  ih*  alTnir-  Mrs.  RobioHin  tlius  t«lli  tlie  slnry  in  her  book  :  "  Tba 
■light  form  of  tho  loader  stood  «  tittle  niairor  the  door :  and  when  his  pecu- 
llarly  ilry  luannar  of  apw^ih  fell  upon  the  ear  in  hia  britC  iii4uiry,  '  la  Dr. 
R.  in  f  hia  identity  waa  alao  known.  The  Doulor  opeued  the  door  and 
invili^  thpm  in.  Tho  fart  of  th*  reat-ne  «»  alated,  and  Mr.  Bmnson,  1*- 
itij{  in  tho  rank*.  w»»  o^lared  to  'step  forward  and  tell  his  alory,'  which 
he  did  with  much  forling,  and  with  the  »|ipc«rancp  of  a  penon  who  i* 
hit«rl-hml«<n.  1  ahall  nrvrr  laTge.t  tho  ap|*uraiii»  of  Ihe  raeu  in  ailnple 
aitin-n'i  drraa,  aom*  ami»l  and  name  unanned,  standing  in  unbroken  line, 
jnat  vinlHs  in  the  brraking  light  of  a  Novemlier  morninK.  This  little  band 
or  Ira*  tliun  IwMity  niPn  had,  through  the  cohl  and  upon  the  frawn  ground, 
walkiid  ten  milraainno  niuo  o'clock  of  the  previonaevdiinp.  Mr.  Branson  — 
a  IwX*  ""■"■  of  An*  proportions  — alooda  tillle  Tomaril  of  Uip  line,  with  hia 
head  .lightly  bont.  whirh  an  old  nonw  hat  hnnll.v  protortod  from  Ihe  cold, 
lookiiiK  a>  though,  in  his  huiry  of  departuni  from  hoiuo  in  charge  of  the 


ruBtatily  men.  ha  took  whKtuver  a 


•  fiiif 
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August  10, 1855.  Mr.  Lawrence,  vice-president  of  the  com- 
pany, on  the  next  day  (August  11)  wrote  to  Major  Abbott 
at  Hartford,  Conn,  (where  Sharpens  rifles  were  then  made), 
as  follows :  —  , 

"  Reqneit  Mr.  Palmer  to  have  one  hundred  Sharpe's  rifles  packed 
in  casks,  like  hardware,  and  to  retain  tbein  subject  to  luy  unlcr ;  also 
to  send  the  bill  tu  ine  hj  mul.  I  will  pay  it  citber  witli  my  note, 
Bcmnling  to  the  tenns  agrevd  on  betweeu  him  and  Dr.  Webb,*  or  in 
Msb,  lew  interest  at  seven  per  cent  per  annum. " 

August  20. 

Tbis  instalinent  of  carbines  is  far  frum  being  enough,  and  I  hope 
tbe  measures  you  are  taking  will  be  followed  up  unlit  every  organized 
company  of  trusty  men  in  the  Territory  shall  be  Bupplicsl.  Dr. 
Cabiit*  will  give  me  the  names  of  any  gentlemen  here  who  subscribe 
money,  and  the  amount,  of  which  I  shall  keep  a  meniDrandum,  and, 
prumise  them  that  it  shall  bo  repaid,  either  in  cash  iir  rifles,  whenever 
it  is  settled  that  Kansas  shall  nut  bo  a  province  of  Missouri.  There- 
fore keep  tbein  in  capital  order,  and,  almvo  all,  take  good  care  that 
they  do  mA  fiiU  into  the  bands  uf  the  Mii^mriHns  after  you  once  f;et 
tbeui  into  use.  You  must  dispose  of  these  irhere  they  uill  do  the 
motlgood;  and  for  this  purpose  you  should  adviso  with  Dr.  Rubin- 
iOD  and  Hr.  Pomeroy.* 

August  S4. 

The  liBes  ought  t*)  be  on  the  way.  Have  you  forwarded  them  t 
How  much  money  have  jou  received  f  The  Topi'ka  people  will 
require  half  of  these. 

■  Secretary  of  tbe  Emigrant  Aid  Company,  and  a  devotpU  friend  of  free 

*  Samuel  L'abot,  Jr.,  H.D.,  «  notnl  inrj^n  in  Boston,  ami  one  of  the 
mmt  active  in  mining  moiipy  for  rifles  and  other  mab'ria]  aid  to  thr  Kbmibi 
famen  in  1855-57.  Hp  has  pretterveil  a  lint  of  tbe  siihKi.'ril>pnt  to  the 
artna  fund,  vhtcfa  the  hiHtorian  of  Kansas  should  print  in  hin  viilunie. 

*  In  view  of  these  manly  letters  oF  Mr.  I,nnrn>niv,  his  stntrmpntH  to  the 
MasiBchnsetta  Historical  Society  (May  8,  ISRI)  in  praiiie  of  thi;  peaceful 
chtractrr  of  Charlni  Robinson  are  very  groleaiiue.  Mr,  Ijtwrence  then 
said  :  "  Charies  Robinson  anwr  iort  aring,  nor  omitted  to  do  nhalPTcr  hs 
roniiitered  to  be  his  duty.  Bt  sl'rnly  Kclri  the  penplr  In  Iheir  loyally  to  IA4 
Otnenmenl,  against  the  sixuroenta  and  the  example  of  the  '  higher  law ' 
man,  tehotoerealimiftitrmed."  One  of  (besc  "higher  law"  men  wai  M^or 
Abbott,  who  resmeil  Branson  contrary  to  law.  and  wiio  wn.4  armed  by  Mr. 
Lawmnce  himself,  at  the  urgent  request  of  Robinson  '.  3ad  ia  the  eflact 
of  time  on  ths  hnman  mrmory. 


IilPfi  AND   LETTERS  OF  JOUN  BKOW^: 


UabtfoI'-I),  May  7,   1»55. 
Dear  Sir,  —  Add^ xed  find  invoice  of  one  hundred  tarbineti,  hiu- 
nunition,  etc.,  dcUvcvcil  ilc.  DeiUler  this  marning.     For  haLiQCV  uf 
scconut,  I  have  ordcitil  tiu  Mewra.  Lm,  Higgiusiiu,  &  Co.,  at  thirty 


days  from  tbis.dutc,  fm  ^-2  ' 
pltaeed  to  receive  furlhur 
our  lowest  cash  prieee  to  ti 
BAinpIe  earbioo  for  your  ' 
negotiations  with  you  I  trc 
ia  Boston  and  elxewhero  ] 
we  had  made  yon  better  le 
Yoi 

Tho8.  H.  Wkbb,  Esq. 


...  j; — jfgj  |jy  y(,,|_  (Yg  ehall  be 
>u,  and  will  put  up  anna  at 
itereet  added  Kir  time.  The 
irward  iumailint^^ly.      Our 

)ly  ©imfidential,  as  the  trade 
a<x  if  they  uttdecetood  that 
kut  to  others. 

J.  C.  Palmer,  Pret. 


Dr.  Webb  waa  then,  and  continued  to  be,  the  secretary  of 

the  Emigrant  Aid  Company ;  and  when  Mr.  Hale  8aid  "  we," 
he  meant  the  managers  of  that  company,  whose  best  title  to 
the  gratitiide  of  Kansas  and  the  nation  ia  this  very  gift  of 
arms  to  the  emigrants,  without  which  the  invasion  of  Law- 
rence in  December,  IS.'iS,  could  not  have  been  met.  This 
invasion  was  made  nnder  a  proclamation  issned  by  Governor 
Shannon,  November  29.  calling  out  the  "Kansas  militia." 
He  meant  thereby  the  Missouri  men,  as  appears  by  an  early 
message  sent  from  Woodson,  the  governor's  secretary,  to  a 
proslavery  commander  at  Leavenworth,  named  Eastin,  who 
had  been  appointed  by  the  usurping  Legislature  to  be  gen- 
eral of  the  Territorial  militia. 


(Private.) 

Dear  General,  —  The  Govemor  hns  called  ont  the  miliiia,  and 
yon  will  herphy  organize  your  division,  and  pfiieeed  forthwith  to 
Lecompton,  As  the  Governor  has  no  pnwiT,  yoo  may  ciill  out  the 
Platte  Riflp  Company.  They  are  always  ready  to  help  ns.  What- 
ever yon  do,  do  not  implicate  the  Governor. 

Daniel  Woodson. 


On  the  same  day  (November  27)  a  despatch  was  sent  from 
Weetport  to  the  capital  of  Missouri  in  these  words :  — 
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HoK.  E,  C.  MoClarem,  Jefferson  City,  —  Governor  Sbannon  haa 
rciered  out  the  iniUtiu  against  Lnwreupo.  They  are  now  in  open 
tvbellioD  againet  tbe  taws.     Jones  is  iu  danger. 

From  another  border  town  in  Missouri,  this  despatch  was 
f Bent : -- 

Wf.stos,  Mo.,  November  30. 
The  grCAlect  excitement  contlnuea  to  exist  in  Kansas.  The  o(B' 
«  Imve  been  resialeJ  by  the  mubuurtits,  and  [ho  intprposttion  of  iho 
militia  tms  been  called  fur,  A  aiwret  letter  frt>in  Secretary  Wihm1»od 
to  General  Eastin  bus  beeu  written,  in  whicli  tbe  writer  rei(ueBts 
Geoenil  Eaiilin  to  call  for  the  Rifle  Company  at  Platte  City,  Mo,, 
A>  IU  not  to  wmpromisc  Governor  Shannon.  Four  hundred  men 
from  Jackson  County  are  miw  en  route  fitv  Douglas  County,  K.  T. 
■  fit.  Joseph  and  Weston  are  refiucsteil  to  fumiah  each  the  same  num- 
The  people  of  Kansas  are  to  be  subjugnted  at  alt  luunrds. 

The  invasion  took  place,  and  rE<sul(nd  iu  threats  on  the 
ICissouri  eide,  fortifications  and  drilling  on  the  Lawrence 
kide ;  and  finally  this  little  "  Wukarnsa  war  "  was  endt^d  by 
1^  treaty  with  SbaDnon,  who  conceded  all  that  the  Free-State 
taen  had  aeked.  Brown  and  his  family  rallied  to  the  de- 
lenoe  of  their  neighbors  and  their  cause,  and  were  said  to 
e  the  best-armed  men  that  came  forward  for  service.  They 
'^re  mustered  in  as  Kansas  militia;  John  Brown  was  made 
wptain,  and  his  son  John  lieuteoant,  in  the  Osawatomie 
Sompany.     His  own  report  of  this  affair  Is  as  follows  :  — 


[owns    FIRST   CAMFAION;    the   WAKABU8A  WAB. 

0»Aw<Ti)MiB,  K.  T..  Dec.  16,  1855. 
Snbbath  Evening. 
I  Dear  Wot  anu  Chii.dres,  every  oke,  —  I  improve  the  first 
CO  my  return  fiiiiii  the  tamp  of  volunteers,  who  lately  turned 
bat  for  the  defenre  of  tho  town  of  Lawreuee  iu  this  Territory ;  atid  not- 
rHhnanJing  I  suppuse  jou  buvj  l«imed  the  result  before  (his  (pos- 
IWy),  will  giie  a  brief  account  of  the  invasion  in  my  own  way. 
I  About  ibree  or  four  weeks  a^o  news  came  that  a  Free-Stale  man 
trnmo  of  Dow  had  been  murdered  by  a  proslavery  man  by 
le  of  Coleman,  who  had  gone  and  given  himself  up  for  tiial  to 
»  pTOBlavery  Govpmrir  Shannon.  This  was  Boon  fi-'Uowed  by  fnr- 
hff  news  that  a  Free-8tal«  ama  wbn  was  the  only  reliable  wittina 
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against  the  muriitrer  h»<1  been  seixed  hy  a  MisBnurinn  (nppninted 

.'   sheriff  by  the  biisus  I'l'id'^l'i'lore  af  Kansas)  up'iu  fnlse  pretexts,  cs- 

;    amined,  and  beU!  t«  l>iul  under  such  heavy  bouds,  li>  auswer  lo  those 

(     {ulae  chargefl,  as  he  ooiili!  oot  give;  that  while  on  hia  wity  tii  triul, 

'    in  chargo  of  the  bugus  sheriff,  he  woa  rescued  by  some  men  belong- 

in^;  to  a  company  ncitr  Luwreneei  and  that  in  ciinseijuence  of  the 

rescue  GoTemor  Shannon  '—■'  -— ' — '  — ".  bU  the  proshivery  force  he 

oould  inust'jr  in  the  Territ*  n  Miagaari  for  furlher  help ; 

'      that  about  two  tliuiisand  h.  riianding  a  aurreader  of  tjie 

rescued  witness  and  of  the  eainiction  of  wveral  build- 

\      inga  and  printing-presses,  p  of  the  Shaqw'a  rifles  by 

J     the  Free-State  iiieu,  —  tl»r  ;roy  the  town  with  cannon, 

/      with  which  they  were  pnrt  -  about  an  equal  number  of 

,'      Free-State  men  had  tuniiH  hem,  ami  that  a  battle  was 

/       hourly  expected  or  suppuse  already  fought. 

These  report-s  appi-Hrcd  u. .  entirated,  but  we  could  get 

no  further  account  of  uiiitters;  and  I  lell  this  for  the  pliico  where  the 
boya  are  settled,  at  evening,  intending  to  go  to  Lawrence  to  ieam 
the  facta  the  next  day.  *  John  was,  hnwever,  started  on  horseback  ; 
but  before  ho  had  gone  many  rods,  word  came  that  our  help  was  im-. 
mediately  wanted.  On  getting  this  hist  news,  it  was  at  once  agreed 
to  brcalc  up  at  John's  camp,  and  take  Wealthy  and  Johnny  to  Jason's 
camp  (some  tw<i  niiles  ofl^),  and  that  nil  the  men  but  Henry,  Jason, 
and  Oliver  should  at  once  set  off  for  Lawrence  under  anns ;  tliose 
'three  iMjing  wholly  unfit  furduty.  We  then  set  about  pntviding  a  little 
corn-bread  and  meat,  blaukot^,  and  cooking  ntensila,  running  bulleta 
and  loading  all  our  guns,  pistols,  ete.  The  five  set  off  in  the  after- 
noon, and  after  a  short  rest  in  the  night  (which  was  <}uito  dark),  can- 
tiuupd  our  march  until  after  ilayliftlit  next  morning,  when  we  got  our 
breakfast,  started  agaiu,  and  reached  Laivrenoe  iu  the  forenoon,  all  of 
ns  more  or  less  lamed  by  our  tramp.  On  reaching  the  place  we  found 
that  negotiations  had  cnmmeiiced  between  Govenmr  Shannon  (liaving 
a  force  of  some  fifteen  or  sixteen  hundred  men)  and  the  princ!j)al 
leaders  of  the  Free-State  men,  they  having  a  f  nee  of  some  five  hun- 
dred men  at  that  time.  These  were  busy,  night  and  day,  fortifying 
the  towu  with  emliankmcnts  and  circular  earthworks,  up  to  the  time 
of  the  treaty  with  the  Governor,  as  an  attack  was  ounstantly  luoke<l 
for,  notwithstanding  the  negotiations  then  pcndins;.  This  state  of 
things  contiuueil  from  Friday  until  Sunday  evening.*  On  the  even- 
ing wo  left  Osawatomie  a  company  of  thi!  invaders,  of  from  fifteen  to 
tweuty-fivc,  attacked  some  three  or  four  Free-State  men,  mctiily  un- 
armed, killing  a  Mr.  Barber  from  Ohio,  wholly  unarmed.  His  b[«ly 
was  afterward  brought  in  and  lay  for  some  days  iu  the  room  after- 
•  December  T-B. 
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liod  hy  a  pnrt  uf  the  coinpnDy  tn  which  wo  bflUiug  {it  b 
organiiied  afWr  we  roncheil  Lnwn'nc(>).     The  building  woa  h  large  -i 
ubliDialied  at(iii<!  hole),  in  wliloh  a  great  ptkrt  of  tlie  voluateors  were 
^Uanereil,  who  wilufswid  the  sceue  of  bringing  in  the  wife  and  other  I 
"*  iecds  of  the  murdered  uiau.    1  will  iml;  sa/  uf  this  aceue  that  it  was 
ronding,  itud  ciilcaliitcd  tu  ezaspenkte  the  men  eEaeediugly,  and 
r>f  tlie  sun;  reaiills  of  civil  wiir. 
After  frequently  calling  on  the  lenders  uf  the  Froe-State  iiien  to 
line  and  httve  aa  iuterview  with  hiui,  by  Oovenior  Shannuu,  and 
often  getting  fur  an  answer  that  it  he  had  any  busiiicsA  to 
Intneoct  with  any  mio  in  Luwreuee,  ti:i  ctnao  and  attend  tu  it,  he  _ 
signified  his  wish  tn  noine  iutif  the  town,'  and  an  esoort  waa  sent  tu    ! 
thp  invarlers'eHUip  wicundui't  hiniin.     When  thore,  the  leading  Free- 
State  men,  finding  out  his  weukuess,  frailly,  and  oonBciousQei«  uf  the   | 
awkward  eircutnstaaees  into  whioh  he  had  ronlly  gtil  hiinsrlf,  took 
•dvauisge  of  his  ouwanlice  and  folly,  and  by  means  uf  thai  and  the 
~fKi  use  of  whiskey  aud  sume  triukury  succeeded  iu  getting  a  written 
rraugvmeni  with  hiin  inucti  to  their  own  liking.    Hu  slipulnti-d  with 
Item  to  order  the  pmsluvery  men  ul  Kansas  limne,  and  to  jirottlMiii 
}  the  Missouri  invaders  that  they  ninst  quit  the  Territiirj'  wUhoti 
day,  and  also  to  give  up  General  Fomcroy  (a  prisoner  lu  their  \ 
imp),  —  whiuh  WU8  all  done ;  ho  also  rei!ognizing  the  voluntpors  tu 
\ie  militia  of  Kansas,  and  empowering  their  ufUceTB  hi  call  them  out   ; 
'henever  in  their  dimTuliim  the  anfoty  of  Lawcenee  or  other  portions 
f  the  Territory  might  require  it  tu  be  done.      He  (Govimor  Shfln- 
om)  gave  up  all  pretension  of  further  attempt  to  enforce  the  enact- 
tents  of  the  bo^us  Legislature,  and  retired,  subject  to  the  derision    ' 
nd  8«)ffs  of  the  Free-Stato  men  (into  whose  hands  he  had  poininittnii 
lie  wellnre  aivd  pmteeliou  of  KanMis),  nnd  to  the  pity  i>f  some  and 
ie  onracs  of  others  of  the  invading  force. 
So  radod  this  Isst  Kansas  invsslon,  — th?  Hissourians  n>tiiming 
'ith  fiyifig  colore,  after  ineurring  heavy  espenses,  sufToring  greKt  ex- 
liRrdshipB,  and  privHticms,  not  having  fotiglit  any  battli-s, 
itmrd  OT  destroyed  auy  infant  towns  or  Aliolition  prrsses ;  Ii-avin;^ 
le  Free- State  men  organiied  rmd  armed,  and  in  full  jHiBBPssion  nl 
le  Territory;  not  having  ^ilfilled  any  of  nil  llistr  drenilful  threalen- 
ig>,  except  to  murder  one  Hnarmed  man.  and  to  commit  some  nib- 
trie*  and  WMte  of  pnijierty  upon  defi^nerleM  fiimiUes,  onfortnnati^Iy 
Ithin  their  power.     We  learn  by  their  pn])en  thai  they  boast  of  a 
PMI  victory  over  the  Abolitionists ;  and  well  they  may.*    Free-Slata 

>  DMember  7,  S. 

*  Brown  seems  to  hsv  lieen  divided  in  mind  rancrning  this  Irsaty 
liannon,  at  first  d«noimdng  it  strongly,  aa  wall  is  the  manner  of  ma 
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men  have  oulf  hprcutUr  t'l  ratMn  the  footing  tlii'jr  have  gained, 
ADil  Kansas  is  free.  Vrslerdiiy  the  peojilo  poaaed  upon  the  Frw- 
Slate  ooDBtitutloii,  Tin'  result,  though  not  yet  kuowa,  no  unu 
doubts. 

One  little  oirouinstftDce,  connected  with  our  owii  uumber,  showing 
a  little  of  the  true  ehnmcU'r  of  those  invnders :    On  tiur  way,  about 


B  a  Iii-idge  (with  u 
tld  possession  ;  but  as  ihu 
fpvolvere  in  a  belt  exposed 
in  wt  moved  directly  on  to 
'  for  wiine  rcnson  eiifierei) 
ilandlng  thtM>e  were  suine 
I)  slaiioued  in  a  t'lg-Iioosc 
iiunt  thciQ.     A  b>-iy  on  out 


9  mites  from  Lawreui-e, 
and  ainmunitimi)  ofwhiuli 
Gvo  of  us  hitd  each  a  gun,  v 
to  riew,  with  a  third  in  hi! 
the  bridge  witliout  making 
us  to  pass  without  interrn 
fifteen  t<>  twenlj-five  (as  vm 
at  one  end  of  the  hriilge.     ^ 

approach  ran  and  giive  tlie^  -e  Others  uf  our  company, 

wdl  armed,  who  ftJIowed  us  soinp  irnios  bcliin'i,  uiet  with  eijiiiilly 
civil  treatment  tlie  sainn  day.  After  we  led  to  go  to  Lawrence, 
until  we  returned  when  disbanded,  I  did  not  see  tlie  lenst  sign  of 
cowardice  or  want  of  self-possession  eihihiteJ  by  any  volunteer  of 
the  eleven  coinpinies  who  constituted  the  Free-State  force;  and  I 
never  expect  again  to  see  an  equal  number  of  such  well-behaved, 

it,  and  nfterwanl  seeing  the  respite  it  gave  the  Kansas  farmers  to  malie 
good  their  position.  Mr.  E.  A.  Coleman  writes  nie :  "When  Ijntreni'e 
was  besieged,  v.-e  seut  niiiiiers  to  all  puns  of  the  Territory,  ealliiig  ou  every 
settler.  We  met  at  Ijiwrcnce.  Ruhinson  was  conimHnJer-iii-ohief ;  1  was 
on  his  staff,  ap[iointeJ  of  course  by  order  of  the  comniHiider.  We  had  gatb- 
ered  to  the  numbi-r  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty,  all  told.  The  ruffians 
were  gathered  iit  Fmiiklin,  four  mitea  east,  with  four  or  live  hundred  men. 
We  were  not  well  armed,  all  of  us,  —  at  tlie  same  time  being  somewhat 
afraid  of  gc ttin^  into  troiihle  vith  tho  General  Roveninient.  Ruliinson  sent 
to  Shannon,  at  Jj'fnmplon,  to  come  dnwii  and  we  if  somi'tliiiig  could  not 
lie  done  lo  prevent  blooilsheil.  He  cnme  ;  wo  all  knew  his  weakness.  We 
had  plenty  of  hranily,  parleyed  with  him  imtil  he  was  dnink,  and  then  ha 
agreed  to  get  the  rulhans  to  go  home,  —  whii-h  he  did  by  telling  them  u» 
had  agri'cd  to  obey  all  tlie  laws,  which  was  a  tie.  As  soon  as  Brown  heard 
what  had  been  ilone,  he  rame  with  his  sons  into  our  council-room,  ths 
niaddpst  man  1  ever  »aw.  He  told  Robinson  that  what  he  hail  <loTie  was 
sU  a  fares  ;  that  in  iesx  than  six  montba  tho  Mis-wurians  would  find  out 
the  dei'eption.  and  things  would  be  worse  than  they  wi're  tluit  day  (and 
■o  it  was)  ;  that  he  came  up  to  help  them  fight,  but  if  that  waa  the  way 
Bobinson  meant  to  do,  not  to  send  for  him  again."  Mr.  Foster,  of  Osa- 
watomie,  meeting  Brown  on  hii  return  fiom  Lawrence,  asked  him  about 
Kobinson  and  Lane.  "They  are  both  nn'n  without  princi[ile,"  said  Brown  ; 
"  but  when  worst  comes  to  worst.  Lane  will  fight,  —  and  there  u  nojigkt  m 
Bobirtion." 
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oool,  deterrained  men,  -^  fuHj,  as  I  beUeve,  auBtaining  the  high  char- 
acter uf  the  Bovolutiuoarj  fatbcra.  But  enough  of  this,  as  we  intend 
to  aend  you  a  paprr  giving  a  more  full  accuant  of  the  aSuir.  We 
hare  cause  for  gmtitude  in  that  we  all  returned  safe  nnd  vrcll,  with 
tho  esoeption  of  hard  oulds,  and  found  those  left  b«bind  rather 
improving. 

We  hare  received  fifty  dollars  from  father,  and  leurti  from  him 
that  he  haa  sent  you  the  saioe  amount,  —  fur  which  we  ouglit  to  be 
gratefal,  as  we  are  umoh  relieved,  both  as  reepecta  ourselves  and  you. 
The  m^ls  have  been  kept  back  during  the  iuvosiun,  but  we  hope  to 
hear  from  you  again  soon.  Mr.  Adair's  folhs  are  well,  or  nearly  so. 
Weather  mostly  pleaBuut,  but  siimctimes  quite  severe.  No  snuw  of 
aoeount  aa  yeL    Can  think  of  but  little  more  to-night. 

Monday  Morning,  December  17. 
The  gronnd  for  the  first  time  is  barely  whitened  with  snow,  aud  it  is 
quite  cold;  but  we  have  before  had  a  good  deal  of  RoLd  weiither,  with 
heavy  rains.  Henry  and  Oliver  and,  I  may  [say],  Juson  were  dirap- 
pOinted  in  not  being  able  to  go  to  war.  The  disposition  at  both  out 
eampe  to  turn  unt  was  uniform.  1  believu  1  have  before  acknowl- 
edged the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  you  and  Wataon.  Have  just  taken 
one  from  the  ofB<%  for  Henry  that  I  tliink  to  bo  from  Rulh.  Do 
write  often,  and  let  me  know  all  about  how  you  get  along  through 
the  winter.  Hay  God  abundantly  bless  you  all,  and  make  yon 
bithful. 

Vour  affccliouate  husband  and  father, 

John  Brown.* 

>  Soon  after  this  "Wakarusa  vnr,"  and  perlupB  in  con>equ?nce  of  hia 
service  therein,  Brown  becune  the  owner  of  od«  small  share  in  the  Emigrant 
Aid  Company,  as  appears  by  thiit  vertitiuiLte  :  — 
No-  tta.  BosToB,  Jul.  15. 18M, 

Till!  I»  to  rrtVty  th»t  John  Brnim,  [iwirnc*.  K.  T.,  It  proprinlor  of  one  «h»».  of 
Om  pu  Y>lm  o(  twenty  .loHin  aeh.  In  Ihf  mjiital  Urx-V  nl  the  Sow  Kntjljiiid  Emfurant 
Aid  Canipaay.  tnuufsnibki  on  tlie  booVa  or  uld  C<>in]<uir.  an  (be  Hirniidcr  of  this 
ontiflMta. 

JoHH  M.  3.  Williams.  KlB-Pruidnl. 
TaoHA*  S.  Wkbb,  SeerrUiTY. 

This  pmpdX  a  iadorsed,  in  John  Brown's  handwritini;,  "Enii(;n)Dt  Aid 
Co.,  Certificate."  and  was  found  nmoiig  liis  pnpers  nfter  hia  death.  He 
derived  no  profit  from  it,  aa  indeed  was  the  eauv  «-itli  the  other  sharehold- 
m;  liut  it  perltapa  gave  liim  some  standing  amouR  his  Kansas  neigh- 
bora  to  have  even  this  connection  with  ■  corporation  supposed  to  be  very 
tkh. 
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During  this  arctic  wjuter  Brown  wrote  as  fallows  to  the 
family  at  North  Elba,  where  it  was  still  more  arctic :  — 

Juhii  Brown  to  his  Family. 

OsAWATOMiB,  K.  T.,  Fet  1,  1SB8. 

Dear  Wife  and  (HrLr  kb,  —Yours  and  Wfttsiia'a 

letltra  Ui  tlie  bi  lys  mul  iiiyn  l'I'  ;10  hdiI  JuQUHrf  I,  wum 

rei^iveil  by  liiat  itinil.     W  ^lud  to  Lear  tiguin  vf  yiiur 

welfare,  and  I  aw  partii'ulK  cu  I  am  auticod  by  a  liaitr 

frr)in  you.     I  have  just  Ink  'n  fur  Heury  [ThuJupenu] , 

one  of  which,  I  sii]i[>iis(-,  i:  Salmon  aud  mysi^lf  are  no 

fiir  (III  our  wfLs  hoint'  fruii  I  only  reached  Mr.  Adiiir'a 

last  night.     They  are  all  i  now  of  uothlng  but  nil  are 

well  Ht  the  boys'  abimtie».  eoutiuuca  very  sovero,  aud 

diiven,  like  dry^oud,  by  the  fierce  winds  uf  KausM.  Mr.  Adair  has 
been  4Millectiug  ice  of  lato  fruiii  the  Oaago  River,  which  is  nine  and 
a  half  inclies  thick,  of  perfect  clear  solid  ice,  formed  under  the 
snow.'  By  iriecins  of  the  sale  of  our  hurso  and  wagon,  our  preaeiit 
wants  are  ttderabiy  well  met,  so  that,  if  licalth  in  c>ntiuu«il  lu  us,  we  ' 
shutl  not  prubably  auifcr  iiiuoli.  The  idea  of  again  visiting  those  of 
my  dear  fauiily  at  North  Elba  is  so  caicuktcd  to  unman  lue,  that  I 
seldiiin  allow  my  thoughts  to  dwell  upcm  it,  aud  I  do  not  tbiiik  best 
to  write  much  about  it;  sulficu  it  to  say,  tliat  God  is  abitnilanlli/ 
Me  to  keep  both  us  and  you,  and  in  him  let  ns  all  trust.  Wc  have 
juil  learned  of  some  new  and  allocking  outrages  at  I^iiftven worth,  and 
thnt  the  Free-State  people  there  have  fled  to  Ijawrenee,  which 
p1a(«  is  agaiii  ihreatenoil  with  an  allack.  Should  that  take  place, 
we  may  soon  'icabi  he  called  upon  to  "  buckle  on  our  armor."  whinh 
by  the  help  of  God  wr  will  do,  —  when  I  suppone  Henry  and  Oliver 
will  have  a  rhanw.  My  iudgment  is.  that  we  shall  have  no  general 
disturbance  until  warmer  woathpr.  T  have  more  to  say,  but  not  time 
now  to  say  it :  so  farewell  for  this  lime.  Write ! 
Your  afiec'tionatc  husband  and  father, 

JoHK  Brown. 

OsAWATOMTK,  K.  T..  F"h,  6.  ISse. 
Dear  Wipe  and  CHtLOREN.  everv  one,  — .  .  .  Thermometer 
on  Sunday  and  Monday  nt  twenty-eight  to  twenty-nine  lielow  zero.  ■ 
Tc-e  iu  the  river,  in  the  timber,  and  under  the  snow,  eiglileen  inches 
thick  this  week.  On  our  return  to  where  the  boys  live  we  f<mnd 
Jnsou  again  down  with  the  ague,  but  he  was  Borne  lielter  yesterday. 
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Oliver  ma  also  Uid  up  by  froeriog  his  toeg,  — odo  grmt  toe  so  badlj 
froceu  tlut  the  nail  tuia  coine  off.  He  will  be  crippled  fur  Bume  dnys 
yet.  Owen  has  one  fix>t  some  frozen.  We  huve  middling  tuugh 
dmes  (as  aome  would  call  them),  but  have  eoough  to  eut,  and  tibun- 
daut  reasoDS  for  the  must  unfeiguod  gratitude.  It  is  likely  that  wlien 
the  BDuw  gooB  off,  auuh  high  water  will  prevail  its  will  render  it  diffi- 
cult for  Missouri  lu  invade  the  Territory ;  su  that  God  by  his  elnmeuts 
may  pioteet  KanaaH  for  some  time  yet.  .  .  .  Write  me  as  to  all  your 
wants  for  the  coming  spring  and  suinmor.  J  hope  you  will  all  be  led 
tu  seek  God  "with  your  whole  heart:"  and  I  pray  him,  la  his  mercy, 
tu  be  found  i>f  you.  All  mail  communications  are  entirely  cut  off  by 
the  SDowdriits,  so  that  we  get  no  news  whatever  this  week.  .  .  . 


Obawatomib,  K.  T.,  Feb,  20,  1866. 
DttAJL  WiTE  AND  CHILDREN,  EVERY  ONE,  —  Your  letter  to 
Salmon,  and  Ruth's  to  Henry  and  Ellen,  of  6th  and  16lb  January, 
were  received  by  lust  week's  mail.  This  week  wo  get  neither  letter 
nor  paper  from  any  of  you.  I  need  not  continually  repeat  tliat  we 
are  always  glad  to  hear  from  you,  and  to  learn  of  your  welfare.  I 
wish  that  to  be  fully  understood.  Salmon  and  myself  are  here  again, 
on  our  way  back  fiiini  Missouri,  wlicre  we  have  been  for  com,  —  as 
what  the  b<iys  had  raiseil  was  used  up,  stock  and  families  having  to 
live  on  it  mainly  while  it  lasted.  We  had  to  pay  thirty  cents  per 
bushel  for  r,om.  Siilinon  has  had  the  ague  again,  while  we  have 
been  gone,  and  had  a  hard  shake  yesterday.  To-day  is  his  well  day. 
We  found  Henry  and  Frederick  here  helping  Mr.  Adair ;  and  I  have 
been  helping  also  yesterday  and  to-day.  Those  behind  wert-  as  well 
a*  osDa]  a  day  or  two  since.  I  have  but  little  to  write  this  time, 
except  to  tell  yon  about  the  weather,  and  to  compltun  of  the  almost 
lack  of  news  from  the  Unilcd  States.  We  are  very  aniious  t() 
know  what  Congress  is  doing.  We  hear  that  Frank  Pierce  means 
to  cnish  the  men  of  Kansas.  I  do  not  know  how  well  he  may  buc- 
oeed  i  but  I  think  he  may  find  hi»  hands  full  before  it  is  all  <iver. 
For  a  few  days  the  snow  has  melted  a  lillle,  and  it  begins  to  seem 
like  early  March  in  Ohio.  I  have  agreed  either  to  buy  the  line- 
backed  cow  of  Henry,  or  to  pay  five  dollars  for  the  use  of  her  and 
keep  her  a  year,  whichever  may  here.ifter  appear  best;  so  that,  if 
she  lives,  you  can  calr.ulnte  on  the  use  of  her.  1  have  also  written 
Mr.  Hurlbut,  of  Connecticut,  further  in  regnnl  to  the  cattle,  and 
think  you  will  soon  hear  something  from  him.  No  more  now.  May 
God  Almighty  bless  you  an.l  all  good  friends  at  North  EII>a! 
Vonr  affectionate  husband  and  father, 

John  Brown. 
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Brown  seems  to  hare  written  about  this  time  to  his 
former  representative  in  Cougreaa,  Mr.  Giddings  of  Ohio, 
to  ioquire  thu  purpose  of  the  Government,  and  waa  thus 
answered :  — 

Hall  of  RBPREHENTArivea,  U.  8., 
Mareh  IT,  1856. 
An,  hat  we  nrc  in  a  miaor- 
olhiogs"  '  for  aid  U'  effect 
xisilitiD :  wo  know  not  how 
try  to  relieve  you.  In  the 
oops.  The  Presideut  never 
ed  (states  to  shoot  the  citi- 
mun  by  the  troops  will  in- 
/(  wiU  light  up  Ihefiret  nf 
hiill  stand  ur  fall  u-ilb  i/ou. 


My  dear  Sir.  — Wesl 
ity,  tind  are  depcudeoi  un 
anything,  and  they  are  iu  a 
they  will  act.  Ali  I  can  i 
mean  time  you  need  have  i 
will  dare  employ  the  trot 
leus  of  Kansas.  The  deat 
volve  every  free  State  in  yi 
dvil  tear  Ihroaghoul  the  N 

Such  an  ae.t  will  also  bring  tne  rresident  so  deep  in  infamy  fhat  the 
hand  of  political  resurrection  will  never  roach  bitn.  Your  safety  de- 
pends on  the  supply  of  men  and  arms  and  money  which  will  move 
forward  to  your  rtlief  aa  BOon  as  tlie  spring  opens.  I  am  confident 
there  will  be  as  miiny  people  iu  Kansas  next  winter  as  can  be  sup- 
plied with  provisions.  I  may  be  mistiikeu,  but  I  feel  confident  there 
will  be  no  war  in  Kansas. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  R.  Gn>DiNos. 

John  Brown,  Ekq. 

In  this  last  prediction  Mr.  GidJings  was  wide  of  the 
mark;  for  within  two  months  from  the  time  this  letter 
reached  Kansas,  the  Territory  was  again  invaded,  Lawrence 
was  captured  and  pillaged,  and  the  Pottawatomie  execu- 
tions had  taken  place.  These  events  had  been  preceded  by 
many  others,  which  can  here  be  noticed  only  briefly,  though 
they  were  of  great  importanre.  An  election  had  been  held, 
Jan.  15,  1856,  for  State  officers  and  a  Legislature,  under 
the  Free-State  conatitution  adopted  at  Topeka  in  1855.  At 
some  points  in  Kansas,  particularly  at  Leavenworth,  the 
usurping  proslavery  men  forbade  this  election  ;  and  an  ad- 
journed election  was  held  for  that  county  at  Easton  (a  few 
miles  northwest  of  Leavenworth  and  near  Kickapoo.  where 
that  infamous  Border-Ruffian  military  company,  the  "Kick- 
apoo Rangers,"  had  their  headquarters)  on  the  17th  of 
I  Apolitical  party  (the  "Native  Americana")  so  desiguat«d. 
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Januaiy.  That  night,  vei;  late,  while  a  Free^tate  man 
named  Sparks  was  retuiiiing  home  with  hia  sons,  he  was 
sarroanded  by  the  ruffians,  and  rescued  by  R,  V.  Brown 
(no  relative  of  John  Browii)i  who  was  a  leader  of  the  Free- 
State  men  in  Leavenworth  County,  and  a  member  elect  of 
the  Topelis  Legislature,  as  Sparks  also  was.  The  next  morn- 
ing, as  Brown,  with  seven  other  Free-State  men,  —  among 
whom  was  Henry  J.  Adams,  afterward  Mayor  of  Leaven- 
worth, —  was  returning  to  bis  home,  about  half-way  between 
Easton  and  Leavenworth,  and  near  Ktckapoo,  he  was  sur- 
rouuded  by  a  force  of  fifty  men  or  more,  all  aimed,  and 
some  of  them  drunk,  who  took  them  prisoners.  The 
drunken  ruffians  tried  to  kill  the  Free-State  men,  but  were 
prevented  by  their  leaders,  among  whom  were  several  per- 
sons holding  Territorial  or  United  States  office.  The  pris- 
oners were  carried  by  this  howling  mob  back  to  Easton ;  but 
.  BrowQ  was  separated  from  them.  A  rope  was  purchased 
and  shown  to  the  prisoners,  who  were  threatened  with 
hanging.  Unwilling  that  all  these  men  should  be  murdered, 
Martin,  the  Kickapoo  captain,  allowed  Adams  and  the  other 
prisoners  to  escape.  Adams  hastened  to  Fort  Leavenworth 
in  hopes  of  getting  United  States  troops  to  rescue  Brown, 
but  was  refused.  Meantime  Brown  had  surrendered  his 
arms,  and  waa  helpless.  His  enemies,  who  dared  not  face 
him  the  night  before,  though  they  had  a  superior  force, 
crowded  around  hiin  ;  and  one  of  the  "  Rangers,"  a  drunken 
wrttoh  named  Gibson,  inflicted  the  fatal  blow,  —  a  large 
hatchet  gash  in  the  side  of  the  head,  penetrating  the  Kkull 
and  brain.  The  gallant  man  fell,  while  his  enemies  jumped 
on  him  and  kicked  him.  Desperately  wounded,  he  said, 
"  Don't  abuse  me  !  it  is  useless ;  I  am  dying."  One  of  the 
mob  (afterward  United  States  deputy  marshal)  stoojjed 
over  the  prostrate  man,  and  spat  tobacco  juice  in  liis  eyes. 
Finally  a  few  of  the  ruffians,  whom  a  little  spark  of  con- 
science or  fear  of  punishment  animate<l,^ised  the  dying 
man,  still  groaning,  and  placing  him  in  a  wagon,  in  a  cold 
winter  day,  drove  him  to  the  grocery,  where  they  dressed 
his  wounds;  but  seeing  the  hopelessness  of  his  case  they 
took  him  home  to  his  wife,  to  whom  he  said,  "  I  have 
been  murdered  by  a  gang  of  cowards  in  cold  blood." 
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To  one  of  the  iici^libors  who  came  to  Brown's  bouse  at 
three  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  January  19,  and  found  him 
lying  on  the  floor  soaked  in  blood,  the  murdered  man  said, 
"I  am  dying,  but  in  a.  good  cause."  "I  aat  down,"  says 
this  neighbor,  "took  his  head  upon  my  lap,  and  examined 
the  wound  iu  his  hcail ;  opened  bis  vest,  but  found  no  other 
wound.      He   raised  a  >m   one  side,  as   if  he 

wanted  to  tu.ru  over,  e  am  dying,'  and  imme- 

diately died,  with  his  lap.     Charles  Dunn  [a 

Border-Rufiian  '  captai  ght  Brown  homej  told 

ine  that  after  receivin  Brown  had    made  bis 

escape,  fled  to  the  wo  a   caught  and    brought 

back,  and  that  he  [Dun  instrumental  in  keeping 

thein  from  sliootiug  oi  m.     Dunn  was  at  that 

,  time  very  niuuh  iutuxiiwikcu. 

,'  The  offence  that  this  murdered  man  had  committed  was, 
first,  voting ;  second,  defending  the  ballot-box  from  drunken 
ruffians  who  tried  to  break  up  the  election  ;  and,  finally,  with 
fifteen  men,  rescuing  his  neighbor  Sparks  from  twenty  or 
thirty  of  these  ruffians.  A  proslavery  man  of  the  better 
class.  Pierce  Bively,  who  kept  a  store  near  Brown's  farm 
in  "  Salt  Creek  Valley,"  testified  before  the  Congressional 
Committee,  four  months  later  r  "  I  do  not  know  that  the 
grand  jury  has  made  any  inquiry  into  this  matter,  or  has 
ever  attempted  it.  I  have  been  a  menilier  of  the  grand 
jury  since,  and  nothing  was  said  about  it ; "  yet  Rively  was 
present  when  Brown  received  his  death-blow,  and  helped 
the  drunken  Dunn  to  put  him  into  the  wagon.  The  wife 
and  child  of  Brown  went  to  live  with  a  neighbor  until 
spring,  and  then  went  back  to  Michigan.  The  wife  of 
Stephen  Sparks,  the  Free-State  man  whom  Brown  rescued, 
testified  that  on  the  day  Brown  was  murdered  a  party  of 
])roslavery  horsemen,  commanded  by  I>unn,  rmle  up  to  her 
cabin  on  Stranger  Creek,  four  miles  south  of  Eiiston.  They 
first  gave  cliase  to  two  Free-State  men  near  by,  sliooting  at 
them  and  shouting,  "Kill  the  damned  Abolitionists,"  and 
then  returned  to  the  Sjiarks  cabin,  where  Dunn  cried, 
"  Now  we  will  take  the  house :  shoot  Captain  Sparks  at 
sight !  "     Whereupon,  Mrs.  Spaiks  says  :  — 
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"  I  then  told  tbem  I  had  an  afflirtcd  bod,  and  that  anything  that 
•l^ted  him  threw  iiiin  iotu  spMsms  right  nt  oocc,  and  that  his  father 
and  all  but  him  were  an-ny  frnin  hume.  Wbeii  I  stepped  bark  tu  the 
diKir  and  luukcd  in,  I  saw  Captain  Dunn  with  a  slx-slniolcr  presented 
nt  my  son'a  breast.  I  did  nut  hear  the  qucsltim  asked,  but  I  beard 
my  rod's  answer,  '  I  am  un  the  Lord's  side  ;  and  if  you  want  to  kill 
ine,  kill  me !  I  am  not  afraid  to  die.'  Dunn  then  left  bun,  aud 
turned  to  m;  little  eon,  twelve  ywre  old,  put  the  pistol  to  hia  breast, 
and  Anted  him  whero  his  father's  Sharpe's  riHe  was.  My  son  loU 
hill)  he  bad  none.  Dunn  then  asked  where  thow  guns  were,  — 
pointing  to  the  ritrkg,  —  and  told  him  if  ho  ilirl  not  tell  the  truth  he 
wnnld  kill  him.  My  son  told  him  '  the  men-folkn  generally  took  care 
nt  the  gUDS.'  When  they  iwiie  out,  I  asked  Caiuain  Dnnn,  '  What 
<lom  all  this  mean  t '  Hn  answered  ibai  '  ihey  hud  taken  the  law  into 
their  own  hands,  and  tbey  iutcnded  to  use  it.'  ].dite  in  February 
eight  men  came  to  the  house ;  twi)  men  eame  up  first,  and  the  others 
followed.  They  asked  fur  Mr.  Spiirks,  and  left  a  |Hiper  with  me, 
ending  thus :  '  llelleving  that  your  further  residcnre  among  us  is  in- 
eiitnpatihle  with  ilie  peaitt  and  welfare  of  this  cuininunily,  we  advise 
you  to  leave  as  uhiu  us  yciu  ean  conveniently  do  so.'  This  was 
signed  by  forty  ireu,  only  one  of  whom  is  an  aetual  resident  iii  the 
neighlHirhood  ;  niosi  of  lliem  are  Kirknpoo  Rangers  auil  Missouriuns. 
One  of  the  two  who  first  raiue  to  the  door  said  bis  name  was 
Kennedy,  from  AlnlMUna  ;  the  other,  I  think,  emigrated  from  Mis- 
•onri.  I  aaked  him  what  bo  bad  against  Mr.  Sparks.  He  said 
he  had  nothing  against  him  ;  but  be  '  was  too  influential  iu  his 
party,  and  they  intended  to  break  it  down;'  that  !  must  tell  Mr. 
Sparks  to  leave  by  March  10  or  abide  the  couseqiiences.  A  night 
or  two  before  the  lOtb  of  Mareli  four  men  came  into  the  house, 
nbnut  ten  o'clock,  and  searchol  for  Mr.  Sparks,  but  did  not  find 
him.  They  asked  for  tlio  '  notice  to  leave,'  and  if  I  had  given  it 
til  Mr.  Sparks,  —  and  made  many  threats,  and  cbarered  us  to  leave 
at  that  lime,  saying  that  if  be  was  there  they  would  cut  him  to 

'  This  testimony  wan  given  by  Mrs.  "Esscnfth"  Sjiarks  (who  siKiieil 
with  a  nark  becsuiw  she  L'oiild  not  writo),  Mny  24,  185H.  —  tlie  vf>ry  day 
that  Brown  with  his  jiarty  wiia  pxw;utiu(!  the  Dovlcs  and  other  niffiaiiH  nii 
the  PotUnatoniie.  Stephen  .'^)«rkK  wna  a  ItUsaoiiriiLii.  who  h.-iJ  lived  in 
llatte  County  from  184o  tii  1SS4,  then  uiovnl  into  Kimsns,  and  was  i[i 
1856  elected  to  the  Fri'e-Rliite  l^gislnlnre.  He  was  a  man  <if  riml  .Mjurage, 
who  behRvnl  well  throujcbnut  llie  viob'tit  Kci'iirM  nf  .laimary  17-19.  and 
told  the  Congreiuional  Cotnniitti'e.  "  I  U-Ioiik  to  Ihc  Fhi'-Stati'  purty,  hnt 
im  no  Abohtioni.st,  ritlier."  On  the  nifibt  of  th<-  ITth,  lu  he  wild,  "  My 
son  was  wounded  (anil  knocked  down  within  ail  or  eight  fret  of  me)  in 
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The  Topeka  Legislature  (of  wbich  Bpaiks  and  the  mur- 
dered Brown  were  members,  as  well  as  Jghii  Brown,  Jr., 
and  Major  Abbott,  thi?  I'escuer  of  Branson)  met  on  the  4th 
of  March,  and  remained  iu  Geasion  four  days,  adjourning  to 
July  4.  During  this  session  they  elected  James  H.  Lane 
(who  had  commanded  an  ludiana  regiment  in  the  Mexican 
War  and  diBtinguiMhed  '  *  "  '  lueua  Vista)  one  of  the 
United  States  senatori  s,  not  yet  admitted  as  a 

State.     On  the  19th  of  ouse  of  Representatives 

at  Washington  voted  imittee  (W.  A.  Howard 

of  Michigan,  John  Sh'  o,  and  M.  N.  Oliver  of 

Missouri)  to  investigal  i  of  Kansas ;  and  on  the 

24th  of  March  Geneml  ed  in  the  United  States 

Senate  the  Topeka  Frei  tution.     Early  iu  April, 

Jefferson  Buford,  of  P.  who  had  left  his  home 

in  March,  reached  Kansas  with  a  large  I'urce  of  Southern 
men,  armed  champions  of  slavery,  and  encamped  not  far 
from  Osawatoraiej  while  on  the  16th  of  April  the  Free- 
State  men  round  there  —  John  Brown  and  his  son  John, 
0.  V.  Dayton,  Richard  Mendenhall,  Charles  A.  Foster  of 
Massachusetts,  and  others  —  met  iii  public  assembly,  and 
agi-eed  not  to  pay  taxes  to  the  usurping  Legislature,  for 
which  they  were  afterward  indicted  as  conspii-ators.  These 
occurrences  should  be  borne  iu  miud  when  reading  John 
Brown's  next  letter. 


John  Brown  to  kis  Family  at  North  Elba. 

Bhown's  Statios,  K.  T.,  April  7,  1856. 
Dear  Wife  and  Children,  every  one,  —  I  wrote  yrai  last 
week,  enclosing  Ne«'  X^irk  draft  fur  Iliirtj  dollars,  made  paynMe  to 
WatBon  ;  twenty  didlara  <'f  whiHi  were  to  he  given  lo  Ruth,  in  jwrt 
paytiient  for  the  nputted  row,  the  balance  to  be  used  as  cireuiiistanrea 
might  require.  I  would  have  sent  yini  more,  hut  I  had  no  way  to  do 
it,  aud  money  is  very  Bcarc e  wiili  mc  imWd  Since  I  wrote  last, 
three  letters  have  been  received  by  the  hoys  from  Riilh,  dated  March 
5  and  9,  and  one  of  same  Hate  from  WalS'in.  The  general  tone  of 
those  letters  I  like  exueeilingly.     We  do  not  want  you  Vo  borrow 

the  ami  and  hesd  slightly  ;  liut  he  mised  aRain  and  fired."     See  Import 
oftlie  Special  Comniittee  on  the  Troubles  in  Kanea^  1S5S,  pp.  991-1020. 
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trouble  about  im,  but  tron  as  to  the  care  of  "  Him  who  feeds  the  young 
mveos  wben  they  cry."  I  bave,  as  usu&l,  but  little  to  write.  We 
are  doing  off  a  house  for  Orson  Day,  which  we  hope  to  get  trough 
with  souQ ;  after  which  we  shall  pri>bably  sooa  leave  this  neighbor- 
hnod,  but  will  advise  you  further  wlieu  we  tlo  leave.  It  may  be  tbat 
Watsou  eau  manage  to  get  a  little  money  for  Bhenritig  sheep  if  yon 
do  not  get  any  from  Connecticut.  I  still  hope  you  will  get  help  from 
that  source.  We  hitve  no  wars  as  yet,  but  we  still  have  abundance 
of  "  ruulors."  We  still  have  frosty  nights,  but  the  grass  starts  a 
little.  There  are  none  of  us  cumplainiug  much  just  now,  all  being 
able  to  do  sometliing.  Jubu  has  just  returned  from  Topeka,'  not 
having  met  with  any  difficulty  ;  but  we  hear  that  preparations  are 
making  in  the  United  States  Court  for  numerous  arrests  of  Free- 
Btate  men.'  For  one,  1  have  no  desire  (hII  things  coDsidcred)  to 
have  the  slave-power  cease  from  its  acts  of  aggri-ssion.  "Their 
foot  shall  slide  in  due  time."  No  more  uow.  May  God  bless  and 
keep  you  all ! 

Your  affectiouate  husband  and  father. 

It  was  in  the  early  part  of  May  that  John  Brown  exe- 
cated  a  manceitrre  which  has  often  been  related,  not  always 
in  the  same  manner,  and  which  he  may  have  repeated  wheu 
necessary,  —  his  visit  to  the  camp  of  the  proslavery  men 
in  the  guise  of  a  land-surveyor.  Mr.  Foster,  now  living 
in  Quincy,  Mass.,  but  then  a  young  lawyer  at  Osawatomie, 
newly  married  and  beginning  to  practise  in  Miami  County, 

1  The  meeting  of  the  Free'Stste  LcgiBlatars. 

■  Janies  Hsnwsy,  of  Pottawatomie,  speaking  of  his  old  log-csbin,  not 
fkr  frocD  Dutch  Henry's  Crossing,  laiil,  sotii«  yeara  aincr  ;  "  It  was  iii  this 
cabin  that  the  Pottawatorole  Rifle  Company,  under  Captain  John  Brown, 
Jr.,  Btackfd  their  amis  when  they  paid  s  Trienilly  visit  to  Judge  Cato's 
court,  in  April,  1859.  The  Free-Stale  uettlere  were  anxious  to  tram  wlint 
poMtion  Judge  Cato  would  take,  in  Ws  charge  to  the  grand  jury,  concern- 
ing the  celebrated  '  b(^s  laws '  ol  the  Shawnee  Mission.  Thia  visit  of 
onr  citizens  was  construed  liy  the  court  as  a  demonstration  utiravoratile  to 
the  execution  of  the  bi^ia  laws.  Berore  ilsylight  the  next  morning  Cato 
and  his  proslavery  officials  had  left  (they  were  on  tlicir  way  to  Lecomp- 
ton),  and  the  grand  jury  wa^  disminneil  from  further  labor.  This  <was  the 
first  and  the  last  time  Ihst  this  iiedion  of  the  country  was  viaited  l>y 
proslaverv  officialH."  But  no  shall  «ee,  when  wc  come  to  consider  the 
Pottawatomie  execnljons,  that  this  court  lUd  take  aetion  ;  and  perhajia 
their  action  led  to  the  killing  of  the  five  proslavaiy  men  near  Dutch 
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is  authority  for  one  version  of  it.  Mention  has  just  beeu 
made  of  the  arrival  of  Jefferson  Bufiird  from  Alabama, 
with  an  armed  company,  which  divided  Into  colonies.  Two 
of  these  directed  their  course  towards  the  town  of  Oaa- 
watoinie,  —  one  settling  in  a  block-house  on  the  Miami 
Reserve,  about  a  mile  aud  a  half  from  the  town;  the  other, 
and  larger,  colony  made  tlieir  hrst  halt  in  the  Osage  bottom, 
near  the  town  of  Stanton,  about  eight  miles  fi'om  where  the 
Shermans,  Wilkinson,  and  the  Doyles  hved.  At  this  time 
John  Brown  was  not  generally  known,  although  he  had  been 
in  the  country  sis  months.  It  was  a  matter  of  importance 
to  the  Free-State  men  to  know  what  was  the  purpose  of  these 
bodies  of  armed  men,  so  that  they  might  shape  their  action 
accordingly.  Brown,  without  consulting  any  one,  deter- 
mined to  visit  their  camp  and  ascertain  their  plaus.  He 
therefore  took  his  tripod,  chain,  and  other  surveying  imple- 
ments, and  with  one  of  his  younger  sons  started  for  the 
camp.  Jnst  before  reaching  the  place  he  struck  his  tripod, 
sighted  a  line  through  the  centre  of  the  camp,  and  then 
with  his  son  began  "  chaining  "  the  distance,  The  Southern 
men  supposed  him  to  be  a  Government  surveyor  (in  those 
times,  of  course,  proslavery),  and  were  very  free  in  telling 
him  their  plans.  They  were  going  over  to  Pottawatomie 
Creek  to  drive  off  all  the  Free-State  men;  and  there  was  a 
settlement  of  Browns  on  North  Middle  Creek,  who  had  some 
of  the  finest  stock,  — these  also  they  would  "clean  out,"  as 
well  aa  the  Dutch  settlement  between  the  two  rivers.'  They 
were  asked  who  had  given  them  information  about  the 
Browns,  etc.,  and  who  was  directing  them  about  the  county  ; 
and  without  any  hesitation  the  Shermans,  Doyles.  Wilkin- 
son. George  Wilson,  and  others  were  named.  In  the  midst 
of  the  talk  these  men  walked  into  the  camp,  as  Mr.  Foster 
says,  and  were  received  with  manifestations  of  pleasure.  A 
few  days  after,  the  camp  was  moved  over  to  Pottawatomie 
Creek,  and  the  men  began  stealing  horses,  arms,  etc.    This 

'  TIiU  was  the  iieighborhooil  M'liere  Birnjniniii.  Rondl,  ind  Vr'ii^ner  had 
■etili'il,  and  wbere  the  vnlunlile  wnrehoime  of  Wji'ni^r  wu  afti^nrnnl  burned. 
Tli«  Doylca  Mid  Wilkirisuu  were  not  r«r  oIT,  ami  the  ShurnianB  at  Datch 
Henry's  Crossing  wen  between  Ihe  "Dutch   settlrmeot "  aud  Bufonl'i 
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had  been  going  on  for  some  weeks  when  the  attack  upon 
Lawrence  waa  made  in  May.' 

The  immediate  occasion  of  the  invasion  of  Lawrence  a 
second  (or  rathet  a  thirdj  time  waa  the  lesistauce  of  the 
Lawrence  Free-State  men  to  an  attempt  made  hy  Sheriff 
Jones,  as  deputy  marshal  of  the  United  States,  to  arrest 
S.  N.  Wood,  one  of  the  rescuers  of  Branson  the  previous 
November.  Jones  made  the  first  attempt  April  19,  tried 
I  again  on  .the  20tb,  andon  the  23d  came  with  alileof  United 
States  troops  to  support  him.  He  arrested  several  citizens, 
but  not  Wood,  and  at  night  was  himself  shot  at  and  wounded 
slightly.  Advantage  was  taken  of  this  act  to  inflame  the 
minds  of  the  Missourians ;  and  the  United  States  District 
Court,  which  was  organized  by  this  time,  with  Judge  Le- 
compte  at  its  head,  took  up  the  matter  aa  an  affair  of  rebel- 
lion and  treason.  Eajly  in  May  Lecompte  gave  a  charge  to 
the  grand  jury  at  the  town  named  for  him  (Lecompton), 
in  which  he  said :  — 

"  This  Territnry  wm  orptniied  by  an  act  of  Congres?,  and  en  ha 
its  authority  u  fivm  the  Uoiteil  States,  It  has  a  Leeislature  elected 
in  parvuance  of  that  organic  act.  This  LcKislatiire,  beine  nil  instru- 
ment of  Congress  by  which  it  eoveros  the  Territory,  has  paaseil  Iswa. 
These  laws,  therefore,  are  uf  ITiiiied  Slates  authority  and  tnHking-; 
and  all  that  retiit  thene  laws  raiel  the  poteer  and  aulhority  of  the 
United  States,  and  are  therefore  guilty  of  high- treason.  Now,  gon- 
tleinen,  if  yuu  find  fliat  any  personB  have  resisted  these  laws,  then  you 
must,  under  your  oaths,  find  bills  against  them  for  high -treason.  If 
you  find  that  no  such  Tesislantx  haa  been  mode,  but  that  comhinalious 
have  iieen  formed  for  the  purpose  of  resisting  them,  and  individuals 
of  inflnenco  and  notoriety  have  been  aidine;  and  abettinK  in  sueh 
oninbi nations,  then  mnttifou  still  find  bills  for  construelive  treason." 

It  was  under  this  monstrous  instruction,  by  which  usur- 
pation was  made  legal  and  put  on  a  level  with  the  existence 
of  the  United  States,  that  indictments  were  soon  found 
against  the  Browns,  Rolnnson,  and  others  for  treason,  con- 
spiracy, etc.  Robinson,  who  was  seeking  to  leave  Kanaaa, 
was  arrested  May  10,  and  held  a  prisoner  four  months,  wben 

'  8a»  Mr.  Coleman's  vsniou  of  thU  turvcying  ailrenture  in  Hu  n«st 
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he  was  released  on  bail.  The  grand  jury  then  proceeded  to 
indict  other  perauns,  and  even  the  new  hotel  at  Lawrence, 
—  thus  givinj,'  an  iiir  of  burlesque  to  the  tragedy  they  had 
begun.  One  of  this  jury,  &  Free-State  man  named  Legate, 
who  has  since  bteu  conspicuous  in  Kansas  now  in  one  way 
and  now  in  anotl«!r,  has  told  thU  amusing  story  of  the  secret 
proceedings  at  the  Leci  uuurt-house  : '  — 

"I  WM  honnrcl,  as  I  h  en  oflenlimes,  by  hoHing  dUtin- 

guished  poshidDs  m  Iho  S  Kanaas,  —  being  a  member  of  ihe 

grand  jury  ;  aui)  what  a  «»™i,-««Dted  jury  it  was  I  Uiielo  Jiininy 
McGcc  aud  mywU  were  inemberB  fri.m  LanrcDce.  We  liad  a  caupob 
semi-occaBioually.  There  were  WTentecu  uieuibera,  all  told.  Uncle 
Jiininj  and  I  vera  tciii|jerate,  but  lliere  were  at  U'ual  dfteen  bottles 
of  wbiakey  in  the  ronm  all  tlie  lime.  The  firel  and  must  iinpurtant 
case  to  1)0  tried  was  the  indictment  of  Sam  Wood  and  John  Speer. 
I  have  forgotten  whether  it  wa?  John  Speer  for  asanming  ^l  hold  an 
oSlfc  that  lie  was  not  legrtlly  elected  to,  and  Sam  Wood  for  re- 
aistinp  an  offiwr,  or  vice  versa.  At loruey- General  Isaacs  was  sent 
for.  Like  a  great  many  Yaukees  I  was  inquisitive,  and  there  was  a 
very  important  point  to  be  decided,  in  my  mind ;  bo  I  giiid  to  him, 
'  You  have  Jolm  Speer  charged  with  treason.  Under  what  law  or 
dronmstanw  do  yon  malte  his  offcuce  treason  t'  'Well,  sir,'  said 
he,  taking  hold  of  the  flask  of  whiskey,  '  the  facts  are  these  :  a  maa 
who  pretends  to  bold  an  ofBce,  having  once  held  that  office,  and  is 
defunct,  and  assumes  to  still  hold  it  against  the  conaliluled  authori- 
ties, commits  treason.'  Said  I,  'What  about  Sam  Wood!'  He 
replied,  '  If  a  man  undertakes  to  carry  out  the  decrees  of  such  an 
officer,  he  commits  trcii»iD  also.'  I  thought  that  was  good  enough. 
There  were  thirteen  votes,  —  Stnart  not  voting.  Undo  Jiinmy 
McGee  and  I  voled  no.' 

■  Sco  •'  The  Kaniifld  Memoriiil,"  18/9,  pp.  62.  83.  Tl.ia  volume  contains 
much  mHterinl  for  hiatory,  undigi-sttii  and  ill-armngiid,  along  with  some 
worthlesi  stnff. 

"  "  Uncle  Jimmy  M--r,ce  "  was  a  Knnwis  settler  of  Scotcli-Iriah  descent, 
a  Methodist  of  some  property,  who  when  the  defenders  of  Tawrenee  were 
thmning  up  rifle-worka  snid  to  them,  "Work  away,  boys!  there's  two 
thousand  husbela  of  i-om  in  Jimmy  MirGce's  crib,  and  while  it  Insta  yo 
sha'n't  starve."  .lames  F.  {.egate  himself  is  a  Msssaehusetta  man  (horn  in 
liCominster  in  182B),  who  saw  a  grent  dpal  of  the  tjiacliinery  that  in  1855-68 
was  used  to  [.rwlucc  jKilitical  effect  in  Kiinsaa  and  in  the  East.  He  said  in 
this  speech  of  1879  :  "  I  remember,  twenty-live  years  ago,  when  thn  Free- 
State  men  of  Kaniias  (that  meant  Lawrence,  Topeka,  and  a  few  fellows  over 
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"  Th«  next  thing  waa  this  '  cnwed '  Emigrant  Aid  Boeiet^. 
They  had  built  a  hotel  here  in  Lawrence  with  abuut  a  foot  and  k 
half  of  wall  above  the  roof,  and  fitted  it  up  with  port-holes,  and  they 
called  that  the  Fort.  It  wna  drsigned  to  protect  the  town  against 
the  officers  of  the  law  from  executing  the  decrees  of  court,  they  said.  ■ 
AboDt  that  time  I  remembered  that  1  had  a  preeaing  engagement  out 
at  old  Judge  Wakefield's.  So  I  went  out  afoot  (that  is  the  way  we 
used  to  ride  a  good  deal  in  those  days),  and  got  a  pony  and  saddle 
there,  rode  up  to  Teoumgeh,  where  I  had  a  talk  with  John  Shenoan, 
Gtovernor  Robinson,  and  Mr.  Howard ;  and  I  gave  them  a  pretty 
clear  idea  of  what  waa  going  on,  —  that  is,  I  intimated  it  to  them.  I 
then  went  back  to  Judge  Wakefield's,  slept  about  an  hour,  walked 
over  to  Lecomplon,  and  was  arrested  for  contempt  of  court.  I  went 
into  the  ouurt-room,  and  the  ci>urt  wanted  to  know  what  excuse  I 
had.  I  gave  a  truthful  answer,  as  I  always  do.  I  said  1  went  over 
to  Judge  WakeSeld's,  went  to  sleep,  and  had  overslept  myself.  I 
WM  excused;  and  1  went  back  to  Judge  Wakefield's,  gut  the  pony, 
and  came  over  to  Lawrence.  I  do  not  think  Governor  Kobioson  was 
there  at  the  time.  I  believe  he  |wl  pressing  duties  which  called  him 
East,  and  he  went  as  far  aa  Lcxmgton,  where  ho  found  a  stopping- 
place.  He  came  back  by  way  of  Leavenwi)rth  to  Lecompton.  They 
made  aome  arrests  in  Lawrence,  and  then  they  went  about  abating 
the  nuisance  of  the  Fort  hotel.  They  had  a  tannon  on  the  opiKisite 
side  of  the  street;  and  old  Atchison  got  down  on  his  kuees,  tiiok  de- 
liberate aim  at  the  hotel,  and  shot  dear  over  it,  and  Btmck  the  hill 
near  where  a  crowd  of  women  were,  who  had  left  the  Uiwn  for  safety. 
Their  gunuera  were  so  good  (f)  that  they  wuld  not  hit  the  whole  side 
of  a  hotel  across  the  street.     However,  they  finally  demolished  it." 

Id  this  humorous  chroaicle  Mr.  Legate  has  comprised  all 
the  time  frouKthe  8th  to  the  20th  of  May,  closing  with  the 
attack  on  Lawrence  by  the  United  States  marshal  and  his 
posse,  —  Sheriff  Jones,  too,  with  his  posse,  —  including  the 

in  Leavenworth)  would  hold  a  conventinn  u  often  m  the  Yankwa  nt  in 
hay-time,  —  and  that  is,  three  ref^Ur  meals  a  day  and  a  liinrheon  between. 
Alid  a  Bnlemn  convention  it  would  be,  wilh  '  Dr,  Charirs  Bobinsoii,  preai- 
dent,"  •  Oeortts  W.  Brown,  secretary '  (now  and  than  Joel  K.  Goodin  or  John 
Speer  for  secretary),  and  about  a  dozen  awfully  rafu^,  dcplnraWy  forlorn- 
looking  cnaaes  (who  wanted  to  get  back  Eant  again,  and  Lad  n't  the  moiief 
to  take  them  there)  to  make  up  the  audience.  And  W.  A.  Phillip*.  Jim 
Badpath,  and  Hinton  would  rfport  it.  and  it  would  make  two  and  a  half 
and  aoDietimes  three  columns  in  the  '  New  York  Tribune.'"  It  was  after 
camlDgout  ofaome  Buob  innvenlion  that  John  Brown  said,  "  Gi'eat  cry  and 
little  wool,  — all  talk  and  nocidat." 
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Border  Ruffians,  and  Atchison,  lately  Vice-President  of  the 
United  States,  at  their  head.  The  marshal,  Donaldson, 
acted  under  Judge  Lecompte,  and  collected  his  men  by  this 
proclamation,  dated  May  11 ;  — 

"  Whereas  certain  judiriul  writs  have  been  directed  to  me,  by  the 
First  Distrioc  Court  of  the  Uniled  States,  etc.,  to  be  eieculcd  within 
the  oount;  of  Di>uglas;  and  whereas  an  mieinpt  to  t-xMUte  them  by 
the  United  States  deputy  marshal  was  violently  resismd  by  a  krgo 
DUuiber  of  the  cttiseos  c<f  Lawrence ;  and  as  there  is  every  reason  lu 
beheve  that  au  atttiiiipt  to  execute  these  writs  will  be  resisted  by  a 
Urge  body  cif  annod  men,  —  now,  therefore,  the  law-aliidiiig  tatliens 
of  the  Territory  arc  curnmauded  to  be  and  appear  nt  Lecomptun,  as 
Boon  as  pnu;tic»blc,  and  in  numbers  sutScieut  fur  the  proper  eieou- 
lion  ofiho  law." 

Atchison,  on  the  morning  of  May  20,  miide  a  foul  speech 
near  J<awrence  to  five  hundred  Border  Ruffians^'  among  whom 
were  the  Kickapoo  Rangers,  who  had  murdered  Brown  at 
EastoD.     He  said  :  — 

"  B'.iys,  this  dnj  I  am  a  Kickapoo  Ranger,  by  G'ld!  This  day 
we  have  entered  Lawrenr«  with  '  Southern  Rights '  iusuribed  upon 
our  banner,  and  not  one  damned  Abolitionist  dared  lo  fire  a  gun. 
Now,  boys,  this  is  ihe  happiest  day  of  my  life.  We  have  en- 
tered that  damned  town,  and  taught  the  damned  Abiiliiinnists  a 
Soutbero  lesson  that  they  will  remember  until  the  day  they  die. 
And  now,  boya,  we  will  go  in  again,  with  our  highly  honorable 
Jones,  and  teat  the  strength  of  that  damned  Free-Stat«  Hotel,  and 
toach  thn  Emigrant  Aid  Company  that  Kansas  shail  be  ours.  Boy», 
ladies  should,  and  I  hope  will,  be  respected  by  ever;  gentleman. 

t  I  qnate  this  sjieEch,  with  all  its  profanity  and  driinlc-n  gravitir.  heciaie 
in  no  nther  wny  than  by  reading  [lipir  uttern(ii»s  <'an  the  men  of  tn-dny  un- 
derslnud  how  rile  Rnd  cnane  were  thn  men  who  were  carrying  out  in  Kanm 
the  behests  of  the  Sonthpm  slnvehoWere  and  their  willing  tools  at  Wash- 
inRton,  The  l*rm  "  Border  Ruffians  "  i»  nlao  us«l  for  the  mme  purpoa*, 
■ince  noDH  coald  be  so  dewriiitire  of  these  men  who  followed  Atcliisun  and 
hib  comradM.  Among  their  leaders  wpre  men  of  cultivation,  wealth,  and 
huramiltyi  snd  •nch  penons  did  much  In  mitiRsite  the  horrora  of  the  brutal 
moh-deajHitiara  which  then  prevaile'l,  by  intervala,  whore  the  flag  of  the 
nation  ahould  have  ivctired  peace  and  jualiiv  to  all  who  lived  mider  it. 
Bat  from  the  rahblp  who  filled  the  ranks  came  in  due  titue  such  outlawa  as 
Quantrell,  who  in  1863  sacked  I>awrence  and  murdered  one  hundred  and 
fifty  of  ill  people  ;  and  the  James  brothen,  who  were  in  his  band. 
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But  when  a  woman  takes  npon  herself  the  f^rb  of  a  eoldier  bj 
auTfiug  a  Shuipe's  ritie,  then  she  is  no  longer  worthy  of  ivspect. 
-TrauiplB  her  under  your  feet  as  you  wimld  a  snake!  Ciime  on, 
buys!  Now  do  your  duty  to  yourBelves  aud  your  Southera  friendB. 
Your  duty  I  know  you  will  do.  If  one  iimii  or  wuumn  dare  stand 
before  you,  blow  them  to  hell  with  a  chunk  of  cold  lead." 

I  As  soon  as  Atchison  concluded,  the  men  moved  towards 
j  the  town  until  near  the  hotel,  when  the  advance  company 
'  halted.  Jones  said  the  hotel  must  be  destroyed ;  he  was 
acting  under  orders ;  he  had  writs  issued  by  the  First 
/  District  Oouit  of  the  United  States  to  destroy  the  Free- 
I  State  Hotel,  and  the  offices  of  the  "  Herald  of  Freedom  "  and 
,  "  Free  State."  The  grand  jury  at  Lecompton  had  indicted 
I  them  as  nuisances,'  and  the  court  bad  ordered  thera  to  be 
'  destroyed.     Here  is  the  indictment :  — 

"The  Grand  Jury  sitting  for  the  adjourned  tenn  of  the  First 
District  Court,  in  aud  for  the  County  of  Dnugliis,  iu  the  Territory  of 
Kansas,  beg  leave  U>  report  to  the  Honorafilo  Court,  from  evidenM 
laid  before  them  showing  it,  that  the  neu'spaper  known  as  'The 
Herald  of  Freedom,'  published  at  the  town  of  Lnwrenc*,  has  from 
time  to  time  issued  pubiinations  of  the  most  JtiflaminHtury  and 
seditious  chamcter,  denying  the  legality  of  the  Territorial  an- 
tlumties  ;  aiidrefwing  and  coniinaading  forcible  resistance  to  the 
same;  demoralizing  the  popular  mind,  and  rendering  life  and  prop- 
erty nnsafe,  even  to  the  extent  of  advising  assagai Tiation  as  u  last 

"  Also,  that  the  paper  known  as  '  The  Kansas  Free  State '  has 
been  similarly  engaged,  and  has  recently  repi.rted  the  resnlutinnB 
of  a  public  meedng  in  Johnson  County,  in  this  TerriL.ry.  in  whiH. 
nee  to  the  Territorial  laws  even  uuto  blo<«i  has  been  Mgreed 
And  that  we  respectfully  recommend  their  ahi.tement  as  a 

ifB.     Also,  that  we  are   satisfied   that  Ihc  building  known  as 

the  '  Free-State  Hotel '  in  Lawrence  has  been  constructed  with  the 
view  to  military  occupation  and  defence,  regularly  para|>e(ed  and 
portholed  for  the  use  of  eannou  and  small  arms,  and  could  only  have 
been  designed  as  a  stronghold  of  resistance  to  law,  thereby  endanger- 
ing  the  public  safety  and  eneouragins  rebellion  aud  sedition  in  this 
nnimtry,  and  respectfully  recojnuiend  that  steps  be  taken  whereby 
this  nuisance  may  be  removed. 

"  Owen  C.  Stewart,  Foreman." 
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Incredible  as  it  may  now  appear,  thia  indictment  was 
carried  out :  the  hottl  was  destroyed,  the  offending  neirB- 
paper  liad  ita  type  and  press  thrown  into  the  Kansas  River; 
and  all  this  waa  done  under  the  cover  of  United  States 
authority.  The  President  (Pierce),  his  Cabinet,  in  which 
Jefferson  Davis  was  a  controlling  member,  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  and  I  courts  appeared  as  the 

I  accomplices  of  murder,  illag^,  and  as  the  cham- 

pions of  pettier  tyranti  i  hesitate  at  no  crime. 

1  It  was   under  these  cl  that  John  Brown  now 

,  took  the  field  ;  and  he  t  wn  reporter, 

brown's  second  caj  n  ut  kaitsab. 

Near  Bhow.-j's  Station,  K.  T.,  June,  1866. 

Dear  Wipe  and  Children,  evert  one,  —  It  is  now  about  five 
weeka  ?inpe  1  h^ivc  stun  a  line  from  North  Elba,  or  had  anj  chance 
of  writing  yon,  Dui-ing  that  period  we  hero  have  passed  Ihrcitigh 
At]  alinoBt  constant  series  of  very  trying  events.  We  were  called  to 
go  to  the  relief  of  Lawrenee,  May  22,  and  every  man  {eight  in  all), 
except  Orson,  ttimeil  ont;  he  staying  with  tlie  women  and  children, 
and  to  take  care  of  the  cattle.'  John  was  captain  of  a  company  to 
which  Jason  belonged ;  the  other  sis  were  a  little  company  by  our- 
selves. On  our  way  to  Lawrence  we  learned  that  it  had  been  already 
destroyed,  and  we  encamped  with  Johr'a  company  overnight.  Next 
day  our  little  company  lelY,  and  during  the  day  we  stopped  and 
searched  three  men. 

Lawreni*  was  destroyed  in  this  way  :  Their  leading  men  had  (as 
I  think)  decided,  in  a  very  coicardli/  manner,  not  to  resist  any  pro- 
cess having  any  Govemmenl  official  to  serve  it,  notwiihsianding  the 
proc^rss  might  be  wliutly  a  bogus  affair.  The  cimsp<]ueuce  was  that 
a  man  cidled  a  United  States  marshal  came  on  with  a  horde  of 
ruffians  whicli  ho  called  hia  posse,  and  after  arrcsliiig  a  few  persons 
turned  the  ruffians  louse  on  the  defenceless  people.  They  nd)lipd  the 
inhiibitanls  of  their  money  niid  other  pnipcrty,  and  even  women  of 
their  ornaments,  and  bi  nied  const  lirihh   of  the  t  iwn 

On  tie  MC  nd  day  inl  e\raiiit,  ifter  we  left  J  !m  i  men  we 
encountered  quno  a   number  of  pnalintry  men    and   look  ([uite  a 

'  "Orson  «fls  Mr  Orstn  Du*  a  liulher  of  Mm  John  Brawn  The 
"  other  lis  hcfl  )  robably  Juhn  Brown  Owen  Fr«d«nLk,  !>almon,  Oliver, 
and  Henry  Thompson, 
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number  prisooen.  Our  prisnnera.  we  let  go ;  bat  we  kept  some  foar 
or  five  hurees.*  We  were  immediately  after  ihia  aocUBed  of  murderiiig 
five  men  at  Puttiiwatoiuie,  and  great  efforts  have  since  been  made  b; 
the  Miwonriane  and  their  ruffian  allies  to  capture  us.  John's  com- 
pany loon  afterward  disbanded,  and  bIhu  the  Osawatotnic  men.' 

JuBOQ  started  M  gu  and  place  himself  under  the  prolectina  uf  the 

Ouvemment  troops;  but  ou  his  way  he  was  taken  prisoner  by  the 

Bogus  men,  and  is  yet  a  prisoner,  I  suppose.     John  tried  to  hide  for 

several  days ;    bat  from  feelings  of  the  ungrateful  conduct  of  those 

whu  ought  U>  have  stood  by  him,  excessive  ^tigue,  anxiety,  and  eon- 

•tant  lose  of  sleep,  he  became  quite  insane,  and  in  that  situation 

gave  up,  or,  as  we  are  told,  waa  betrayed  at  Osawatiimie  into  the 

/    hands  of  the  Bogus  men.     We  do  not  know  all  the  truth  about  this 

I     adbir.    He  has  since,  we  are  told,  been  kept  in  irons,  and  brought  to 

\    a  trial  before  a  bogus  court,  the  result  of  which  we  have  not  yet 

/    learned.     We   have  great   anxiety  both   fur   him    and   Jason,   and 

'    nnmeruus  other  prisimers  with  the  enemy  (who  have  all  the  while 

'.    had  the  Government  troops  lo  sustain  them).    We  can  only  commend 

them  to  <jtod.* 

'  ThU  is  all  that  Brown  says  in  thU  letter  ihout  the  evenU  of  that  night 
in  Hay  when  the  Doyltis  nert  executed.  Doubtless  his  text  for  th«  next 
morning  was  from  the  Book  of  Judges  :  "  rhen  Gideon  took  ten  men  of  his 
servants,  and  did  aa  the  Lord  had  said  unto  Ltm  ;  and  so  it  was  that  he 
did  it  by  night.  And  when  the  men  of  the  city  arose  early  in  the  iiiom- 
ing,  behold  the  altar  of  Baal  waa  cast  down.  And  they  said,  one  to  another. 
Who  bath  done  this  tiling  I  And  when  they  inquired  and  asked,  they  oaid, 
Oideou,  the  son  of  Joash,  hath  done  this  thinft." 

*  In  the  original  sometbing  has  been  erased  after  this,  to  which  this  note 
•eem*  to  have  been  appended  :  "There  are  but  very  few  who  wish  ml 
tacts  about  theie  matters  to  go  out."  Then  is  inserted  the  date  "June 
2a,"  as  below. 

*  John  Brown,  Jr.'s,  own  account  of  thi»  rampaign,  as  given  by  him 
to  a  reporter  of  the  "Clevelaud  Leader,"  April,  1879,  is  as  follows; 
"  During  the  winter  of  ISSfl  I  raised  a  company  of  riflemen  from  the 
Free-State  settlers  who  had  their  homes  in  the  vicinity  of  Osawatomie  and 
Pottawatomie  Creek,  and  marched  with  this  company  to  the  defence  of 
Iiswrenre,  Hay,  18SS,  but  did  not  reach  the  latter  place  in  time  to  save  it 
from  being  burned  by  the  Missourians  st  that  time.  On  this  march  I  was 
joined  by  thne  other  companies,  and  was  chosen  to  the  commaad  of  the 
eomUned  forces.  Returning  to  our  homes,  we  found  them  bumeil  to  the 
ground  by  Buford'amen  from  Alabama,  who  had  marched  in  from  Missouri 
on  our  rear.  Our  cattle  and  horses  were  driven  off  and  dispersed,  there 
only  being  three  or  four  which  we  ultimately  rpcovered.  In  that  destruc- 
tion of  our  houses  I  lost  my  library,  consisting  of  about  four  hundred 
volumes,  which  I  had  been  accumulating  since  I  was  oiitesn.     Reaching 
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The  eowardly  wean  conduct  of  Osavratninie  aod  viniDiiy  did  not 
save  ibem  ;  for  the  rulfiHiis  uime  nu  them,  made  nuraerrius  prisonere, 
fired  iheir  buildings,  and  robbed  them.  After  this  a  pirked  party  of 
the  Bogns  mi^u  urnt  to  Brown's  Station,'  burned  Jolm's  and  J&soa's 
houses.  And  their  cuutenta  to  ashes ;  in  whiuh  burniug  we  have  all 
suffered  inure  or  Iws.  Orson  tiud  boy  have  been  prisonere,  but  irere 
soon  set  nt  liberty.  They  are  well,  and  have  not  been  seriously  in- 
jured. Owen  aud  I  have  just  coinc  here  for  Iho  first  time  to  look  at 
the  ruins.  All  hoka  desolate  aud  forsaken,  —  the  grara  and  weeds 
fost  covering  up  the  signs  that  these  places  were  lately  the  abodes  of 
quiet  &inilieg.  After  baming  the  houses,  this  seir-same  party  of 
picked  men,  some  forty  in  nnmber,  set  out  as  they  supposed,  and  as 
was  the  fact,  on  the  track  of  my  little  company,  boasting,  with  awful 
pmfunily,  that  they  would  have  our  scalps.  They  however  passed 
the  place  where  we  were  hid,  and  robbed  a  liltlo  town  some  four  or 
five  uiites  bey<ind  our  camp  in  the  timber.*  I  had  omitted  to  say 
tliat  some  murders  bad  l>oen  committed  at  the  time  Lawrence  was 
aacked. 

On  learning  that  this  party  were  in  pursuit  of  us,  my  little  company, 
,'  now  increased  l"  ten  in  all,  started  after  them  iu  company  of  a  Cap- 
tain Shore,  with  eighteen  mon,  he  included  (June  1).  We  were  all 
mounted  as  wt*  travelled.  Wo  did  not  meet  them  on  that  day,  but 
took  five  prisimiTB,  four  of  whom  were  of  their  scout*,  and  well 
armed.     We  were  out  all  niglit,  but  could  find  nothing  of  theiu  nnlil 

Osawstomie,  my  brother  Jbhod  and  I  were  arrested  an  the  chargn  of  troaion 
■gainst  the  United  States,  by  lT[iited  Stntss  troo|n,  Bctilig  M  poate  for  the 
marshal  of  tin  Territory,  uid  taken  to  Paolo,  where  Judge  Cato  was  to  huid 
■  preliminary  examitutio II ;  hut  lie  did  not  hold  hlscoart  It  was  from  the 
latter  place  that  t  was  tiitd  by  Captain  Wood  of  the  United  States  CAvalry, 
anil  Jrirm  on  foot  at  the  head  of  the  column  a  distance  of  nine  miles  at 
fall  trot  to  Oiawatomie.  My  amu  were  tied  behind  ine,  and  w  tightly  as 
to  cheek  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  espFcially  in  the  right  arm,  causiiit; 
the  rope,  which  reniained  on  me  twenty'seven  hours,  to  sink  into  the  fletli, 
IeavingamBrkn[»n  that  Rrm  which  I  have  to  this  day.  The  captain  oftiiiil 
Gom]>any  wns,  1  think,  a  Cienrginn,  and  finailv,  I  believe,  entrred  tlip  (  on- 
federate  seivice  during  the  late  war.  From  there  we  were  marched,  chsine<l 
two  by  two,  carrying  the  chain  between  us.  to  a  camp  near  Leooinptoti, 
where  we  met  the  other  treason  prisoners  and  were  tamed  over  to  the  cus- 
tody of  Colonel  Sacket,  who  had  command  oF  a  regiment  of  Unitni  Stales 
osvaliy.  We  were  held  here  until  8eptenil;«r  of  1858,  when  we  were  re- 
leased on  bail ;  and  a  few  days  after  I  took  part  iu  the  defence  of  Lawrence 
against  the  thiT>l  attack.  At  that  time  Franklin  was  homed,  a  few  niilet 
from  Lawrence." 

1  Ten  miles  west  of  Osswatomie. 

*  This  town  WM  Palmyra. 
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aboat  ail  o'clock  next  inorning,  when  we  prepared  to  attack  them  at 
once,  on  foot,  leaving  Frederick  and  one  of  Captain  Shore's  men  to 
guard  the  horses.  As  I  whs  much  older  tlmu  Captain  Shore,  the  prin- 
cipal direction  of  the  fi(;ht  devolved  on  inc.  We  got  to  mthin  about 
*  mile  of  their  camp  before  being  discovered  by  their  scouts,  and  then 
moved  at  a  brisk  pace,  Captain  Shore  and  men  forming  our  left,  and 
my  company  the  right.  When  within  about  sixty  fide  of  the  enemy, 
Cnptaiu  Shore's  men  hailed  by  mislalie  in  a  very  exposed  situation, 
aod  continued  the  fire,  both  his  men  and  the  enemy  being  ariiiiHl 
with  Sharpe's  riBea.  My  company  had  no  long -shooters.  We  (my 
company)  did  not  fire  a  gon  until  we  gniued  the  rear  of  a  bank, 
about  fifteen  or  twenty  roda  to  the  right  of  the  enemy,  where  we 
commenced,  and  soon  compelled  them  to  hide  in  a  ravine.  Captain 
Shore,  after  getting  one  man  wounded,  and  exhausting  bis  ammuni- 
tion, came  with  part  of  his  men  to  the  right  of  my  position,  much 
discouraged.  The  balance  of  his  men,  indudiiig  the  one  woundt^, 
bad  left  tbe  ground.  Five  of  Captain  Shore's  men  came  boldly  down 
and  joined  my  company,  and  all  but  one  man,  wounded,  helped  to 
muntain  the  fight  until  it  was  over.  I  was  obliged  to  give  my  non- 
■ent  that  he'  should  go  after  more  help,  when  all  his  men  left  but 
Mght,  four  of  whom  I  persuaded  to  remain  in  a  secure  position,  snd 
there  busied  one  of  them  in  shooting  the  horses -and  mules  of  the 
enemy,  whiph  served  for  a  show  of  fight.  After  the  firing  bad  con- 
tinued for  some  two  to  three  hours,  Captain  Pato  with  twenty-three 
men,  two  hsdly  wounded,  laid  down  their  arms  to  nine  men,  myself 
induded,  — four  of  Captain  Shore's  men  and  fimr  of  my  own.  One 
of  my  men  (Henry  Thompson)  '  was  badly  wounded,  and  after  con- 
tinuing his  fire  for  an  hour  longer  whs  obliiied  to  quit  the  ground. 
Three  others  of  my  oompauy  (but  not  of  my  family)  had  gone  uff. 
Salmon  was  dreadfully  wounded  by  accident,  soon  after  the  fight;  but 
both  he  and  Henry  are  fast  recovering. 

A  day  or  two  after  the  fight.  Colonel  Sumner  of  the  United  Stntes 
army  came  suddenly  npon  us,  while  fortifying  our  camp  and  guard- 
ing our  prisotters  (which,  by  the  way,  it  hnd  I>een  agreed  mutually 
should  be  exchanged  for  as  many  Free-State  men,  John  and  Jason 
included),  and  compelled  ns  to  let  go  onr  prisoners  without  being 
exchanged,  and  to  give  up  their  horses  and  arms.  They  did  not  go 
more  than  two  <ir  three  miles  before  they  began  to  rob  and  injure 
Froe-Statc  people.     We  consider  this  as  in  good  keeping  with  the 

'  By  "he"  is  apparently  meant  Captain  Shore. 

*  Brown'x  son-in-law,  tbe  husband  of  Knth  Broirn.  The  nj^reement 
with  Pate,  referred  to  above,  ia  still  in  exUlenre  to  eonlirm  this  letter  ; 
both  copiaa  of  it  having  found  thfir  way  to  the  Historical  library  at 
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Emel  and  aniost  rcmrsc  i>f  ihe  Adminintrnliou  nnd  its  tools  tbroufth- 
out  ihia  wbole  K^Tisas  <iittieulty.  Cuioocl  ijunioer  also  ciiiii[>«Iled  us 
to  diebnndi  and  »-i',  lifiu^'  iinly  ft  liAndful,  were  fbiiKed  lo  submit. 

Since  then  wi'  liave,  like  David  of  tJd,  bud  our  dwelling  with  the 
serpents  of  the  n>i-l<s  niid  wild  bensts  of  the  wilderness ;  lieing  obliged 
to  hide  away  from  mir  I'lii'mies.  We  arc  wit  disheartened,  though 
nearly  deslitute  nf  fuod.  clc*''' —  — ■!  money.  God,  who  hus  not 
given  us  over  to  ilie  will  u  lemiee,  but  huB  moreover  deliv- 

ered them  into  our  huud,  will,  iinbly  trust,  still  keep  t»id  deliver 

ua.  We  feel  assured  that  He  wnu  E«es  nut  aa  men  mc,  does  not  lay 
the  guilt  of  iuniiccul  bluoil  to  uur  charge. 

1  ought  to  have  ^aid  that  Captain  Shore  and  his  men  Mood  their 
ground  nobly  iii  their  iiiit^irlunate  but  mistaken  posilioa  during  the 
early  part  of  tli'-  fiylil.  I  ought  to  say  further  that'a  Captain  Ab- 
bott, being  some  rniU's  distant  with  ft  company,  cntne  onward  promptly 
lo  sustain  us,  Iml  enulil  not  reach  us  til!  the  HkIii  wius  over.  After 
the  fight,  numerous  Free-State  men  who  eould  not  be  got  ont  before 
were  on  hand ;  and  some  of  them,  I  am  ashamed  to  add,  were  very 
busy  not  only  n-ith  the  plunder  of  our  enemies,  but  with  oor  private 
efTeels,  leaving  u»,  wliile  guarding  our  prisunei's  and  providing  In 
regard  to  them,  much  poorer  than  before  the  battle. 

If,  under  GihI,  this  letter  reaches  you  »o  that  it  can  be  read,  T  wish 
it  at  once  carefully  eopied,  and  a  copy  of  it  sent  to  Gerrit  Smith.  I 
know  of  no  other  way  to  get  these  facts  and  our  situation  before  the 
world,  nor  when  I  e-an  write  again. 

Toppka,  where  Mr.  F.  G.  Adams,  the  seeretnrv,  showed  them  to  me  in 
18S2,     Here  is  a  copy  :  — 

This  i<  M  nrliote  nf  nitrrpinenl  between  Captuins  Jnhn  Bmwn,  8r  ,  itnd  Sainurf  T. 
Shore  of  the  flmt  ran,  iinil  Cnptiin  H.  C.  Pule  and  LlenUnant  W  R  BmclieU  of  tbt 
Kcond  ]HtTt ;  Jind  irlUreues  that,  in  roDslderatlon  oT  tho  Gwl  that  the  pnrtm  of  the  Hrvt 
IWTt  have  a  niimlwr  of  Oiptsin  Patc'a  conipuny  priwineni.  that  Ihey  a(cree  lo  give  up 
unri  fiiHy  lllnTite  one  of  tlieir  prfannera  tor  one  of  tho»  hit«ly  ansaled  near  Stsntnn, 
nMwaloiBie,  nnti  Pollnwilimiie.  and  n  on.  on*  nf  (he  fonner  for  one  of  the  hitter  alter- 
nately, nnlll  nil  are  tiberaled.  IE  la  nndentood  ami  agreed  by  the  rartles  that  (he  Kina 
of  Captain  John  Bmwn.  fir.  —  Captiln  .lohn  Bmwn,  Jr.,  and  Jason  Bmwn  -are  to  be 
amooK  the  liberated  iNUilea  (if  not  alremly  iihetated),  and  nie  to  be  eichamtd  for 
Captain  Pate  and  Umlfnianl  Bnwkett,  resinfltivety.  Theprtwrnemnriol^bmnjihton 
nentral  j.-ronn't  an<l  •^irhani.'ed.  It  ia  aenod  that  the  nootral  eronnd  ahall  beat  or  near 
the  h^iM  of  John  T.  (or  ntlnwnt  .I'>n«"  of  this  Tcrrlt"ry,  and  (hut  tti-MC  who  have  bern 
arfealH  and  have  t»en  lih«rit«l  will  be  constdpo*!  In  (he  «inif  lliht  as  thine  not  liher- 
a(ed :  but  they  ninat  appear  in  fien«>n.  or  answer  in  writiiiif  that  they  at^  at  liberty. 
The  anna,  pariWilariy  the  aide  arms  nf  ean-h  nne  eichnngi^d,  are  to  ba  returned  with 
the  priaonera ;  alio  tlie  howes,  >o  Eir  u  practicable. 

(Signed)  JoHs  Rbowk, 


■  Cin,  E.  T,  June  1,  ISM. 
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D'daj.  Onr  camp  is  some  milea  oB.  Have 
:or  some  of  ub,  but  have  not  Been  them.  Do 
oontinne  writing.  We  heard  last  mail  bninght  imly  three  letters, 
and  all  these  for  proeiaTery  men.  It  is  said  that  both  the  Lawrenoe 
and  Osawatomie  men,  when  the  ruffians  came  on  tbem,  either  hid  at 
gave  op  their  arms,  and  that  their  leading  men  counselled  tbem  to 
take  such  a  course. 
Haj  God  bless  and  keep  yon  till  I 

Your  afiectjouate  husband  and  father, 

John  Bbown. 
P.  S.   Ellen  and  Wealth;  are  staging  at  Osawatomie. 

The  above  is  a  true  account  of  the  first  regular  battle  fought  be- 
tween Free-Slate  and  proslavery  men  iu  Kanxas.  May  God  still 
gird  onr  loins  and  hold  our  right  hands,  aod  to  him  may  we  give  the 
glory!  I  ought  in  justice  to  say,  that,  after  the  sacking  and  burning 
of  several  towns,  the  Government  troops  appeared  for  their  jiroiection 
aod  drove  off  some  of  the  enemy.  J.  B. 

June  26.  Jason  is  set  at  liberty,  and  we  have  hopes  for  John. 
Owen,  Salmon,  and  Oliver  are  down  with  fever  (since  inserted)  ( 
Henry  doing  well. 

With  this  chapter  of  Brown's  commentaries  on  the  Kan- 
sas war  ma;  properly  go  the  following  papers,  although 
tiiey  were  not  written  until  some  months  later,  —  the  first 
ID  August,  1856,  and  the  second  after  Brown  left  Kansas 
in  October,  1856.  The  first  is  addressed  to  his  friend  Ed- 
mund B.  Whitman,  who  then  lived  at  Lawrence. 


For  Mr.  Whitman. 

Names  of  sufferers  and  persons  who  have  made  sacrifices  in  en- 
deavoring to  maintain  and  advance  the  Free-State  cause  in  Kansas, 
within  my  personal  knowledge. 

1.  Two  German  refugeee  (thoroughly  Free-State),  robbed  at  Pot- 
tawatomie, named  Benjamin  and  Bundy  (or  Buady).  One  has  served 
under  me  as  a  volunteer;  namely,  Bomly.  Benjamin  was  prisoner 
for  some  time.     Suffered  by  men  under  Coffee  and  Pate. 

2.  Henry  Thompson.  Devoted  several  months  to  the  Free-State 
cause,  travelling  nearly  two  thousand  miles  at  his  own  expense  for 
the  pnrpose,  leaving  family  and  business  for  about  one  year.  Served 
under  me  as  a  volunteer;  was  dangerously  wounded  at  Palmyra,  or 
Black  Jack ;  baa  a  bullet  lodged  beeide  bis  backbone ;  has  had  a 
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severe  turn  of  fever,  Had  is  still  very  feeble.    SuSbrod  a  little  in  burn- 
ing of  the  houses  uf  John  Brown,  Jr.,  and  Jrsoo  Brown. 

3.  Juhn,  Jr.,  anil  Jaaim  DniwD.  Both  bnrn^  out ;  both  prisoners 
for  eoino  time,  one  a  priauuer  still ;  both  lusitig  Ilic  uso  ot'  valuable, 
partiHlly  improved  ckiiui^.  Both  served  repeatedly  ai  volunteers  for 
defence  ot  Lawrence  and  other  places,  suffering  great  hardships  and 
some  cruelty. 

4.  Owen  and  Frederick  Brown.  Both  served  at  different  periods 
as  vuluDteors  uudcr  me;  were  both  in  the  bnttle  of  Palinynii  both 
suffered  bj  the  bumiug  of  their  brothel's'  houses;  both  have  had 
sickness  (Owen  a  severe  oue),  and  are  yet  feeble.  Both  lost  the  use 
of  partially  improved  claims  and  their  spring  and  suuiiiier  work, 

5.  Salmon  ISrntvu  (iiiiuor).  Twice  served  andor  me  tu  a  volun- 
teer; was  danciTiHialy  wnuuded  (if  not  permanently  crippled)  bj 
accideiii  near  Fnluiyra  :  iiad  a  severe  sickness,  and  still  feeble. 

fi.  Oliver  Brown  (minor).  Served  under  me  as  a  volimteer  for 
some  miinths:  whs  iti  the  battle  of  Palmyra,  and  had  eouie  sickness. 

7.  [B.  L.)  Unehrau  (at  Pottawatomie).  Twice  served  under  me 
us  a  volunlecr ;  was  in  the  battle  of  Palmyra  ' 

8.  Dr.  Lurios  Mills  devoted  some  mouths  to  the  Free-State  rause, 
collecling  and  n'^'i^B  information,  prescribing  fur  and  nuraing  the 
siek  and  wounded  at  his  own  cost.     Is  a  worthy  Prec-SCate  man. 

9.  John  Brown  has  devoted  llic  service  of  himself  nud  two  minor 
sons  to  the  Free-Slale  cause  for  more  than  a  year;  suffered  by  the 
fire  before  named  and  by  riibl)ery  ;  has  gone  hT  his  own  cost  for  that 
period,  except  that  be  and  his  company  together  have  received  forty 
dollars  in  cash,  two  sacks  ot  flour,  thirty-five  pounds  bacon,  thirty- 
five  do,  sugar,  and  twenty  pounds  rice. 

J  prnpuso  to  serve  hereafter  iu  the  Free-Slate  cause  (provided  my 
needful  expenses  can  be  met),  should  tliat  Iw  desired ;  and  to  raise  a 
small  regular  force  to  serve  ou  the  same  condition.  My  own  means 
are  ao  far  exIiBiinti'd  that  I  can  no  longer  W)ntinue  in  the  service 
at   preseut   without  the  means  of  defraying   my   expenses   are   fur- 

I  can  give  the  names  of  some  five  or  six  more  volunteers  of  special 
merit  1  would  be  glad  to  have  particularly  noticed  iu  some  way. 

J.    BltOWN, 

The  second  paper  is  part  of  the  notes  which  Brown  drew 
up  for  his  speeches  at  Hartford,  Boston,  Concord,  and  other 
New  England  towns,  in  the  spring  of  1857.  In  this  speech 
be  laid  stress  not  only  on  the  sins  of  the  Border  RuHiaus 

'  Better  knoirn  u  BUck  Jack. 
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and  the  unpatriotic  conduct  of  the  Xation&l  Government,  hat 
on  the  pecuniary  loss  which  he  and  the  other  settlers  had 
undergone  in  being  kept  from  their  work,  at  the  busiest 
season  of  the  jear,  by  the  raids  from  Missouri.  This  gives 
8  strange  air  to  the  paper,  which  is  otherwise  noticeable  for 
the  facts  set  forth. 


AX   IDEA   or  THIIfaS    IN   KANSAS. 

I  propose,  in  order  to  make  this  tneetlng  as  uBeTul  aod  intcreflt- 
ing  as  I  eaa,  to  try  and  give  a.  correct  idea  of  the  conditiuo  of  things 
tn  KaQRaa,  aa  thcjr  were  while  I  was  there,  and  as  1  suppose  they 
■till  are,  so  fitr  as  the  great  question  at  isaiie  i#  ODcemed.  And  here 
let  me  remark  that  in  Kiuishb  the  qiieailoo  is  never  raised  of  a  man, 
la  he  a  Democrat  T  Is  he  a  RepuhUcan  1  The  qucetiuns  there 
raised  are,  Is  he  a  Free-Stete  inau  t  or,  Is  he  a  proslnver;  man  1 

I  saw,  while  ia  Missouri  in  the  fall  of  \S!ir>,  large  numbers  on 
their  way  to  Kansas  ti)  vote.  Hod  also  reluruiue  after  they  liad  so 
done,  as  thej  said.  1,  together  with  four  of  my  sous,  was  called  out 
to  helpdefeud  Lawrence  in  the  full  of  18.55,  and  travelled  most  of  the 
\  way  on  foot,  and  dtiring  a  dark  night,  a  di:!tHnce  of  thirty-five  miles, 
'  where  we  were  detained  with  Biimc  fivo  hundrtMl  others,  or  there- 
about, from  five  to  fifteen  days,  —  say  an  average  of  ten  days,  — at 
a  cost  to  each  per  day  of  t  !■.'>"  at-  wage?,  to  say  nothing  of  the  anutil 
loss  and  Buffering  it  occasioned  ;  mauy  of  them  leaving  their  families 
at  home  sick,  their  crops  not  secured,  their  houses  iiuprcpHred  fur 
winter,  and  many  nf  them  without  houses  at  all.  This  nas  the  case 
with  myself  and  all  my  sons,  who  were  unable  to  get  any  house 
built  after  our  return.  The  loss  in  th»t  cAse,  as  wages  aluue,  would 
amount  to  (7,500.  Loss  and  suffering  in  consequence  cnnnoi  be 
estimated.  I  saw  at  that  time  the  body  of  the  laurderetl  Barber, 
and  was  present  when  his  wife  and  other  friends  were  brought  iu 
to  see  him  as  he  lay  iu  the  clothes  he  had  on  when  killed,  —  no  very 
pleasant  sight ! 

I  went,  in  the  spring  of  last  year,  with  some  of  my  scms  among 
the  Buford  men,  in  the  character  of  a  surveyor,  t4i  sec  and  hear  from 
them  their  business  into  the  Territory:  this  took  us  from  our  work, 
I  and  numerous  others,  in  the  spring  of  last  year,  travelled  some  ten 
tniles  or  over  on  foot,  to  meet  and  advise  as  to  what  should  be  done 
to  meet  the  gathering  storm  ;  this  occasioded  much  loss  of  time.  I 
also,  with  many  others,  about  the  same  time  travelled  on  foot  a  sim- 
ilar distance  to  attend  a  meeting  of  Judge  Cato's  eourt,  to  find  out 
what  kind  of  laws  he  intended  to  enforce;  this  occasioned  further 
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liiBB  of  time.  I  with  nix  sona  and  a  Bon-in-lair  •kba  agaiu  called  nut 
to  defend  Lawwucc,  May  20  nod  21,  and  travelled  amei  of  the  way 
on  foot  and  during  tlio  night,  being  thirty-five  miles.  Prom  ilint 
date  Doue  of  u»  couUl  d>.>  any  work  about  our  homes,  but  lost  our 
whole  time  uutil  wnli'ft.iu  October  laat,  excepting  one  of  iny  wine, 
who  had  a  few  wctlis  Ui  ilt<vole  to  the  care  of  his  own  and  his  broth- 
er's family,  who  liiul  bt-eii  burned  oal  of  their  boasea  while  the  two 

From  about  the  2(lth  of  May  of  lant  year  huiidreda  of  nieu  like 
ourselves  lost  tli.ir  wlmle  time,  and  entirely  fHiled  of  seoiiring  any 
kind  of  crop  wliuievcr.  I  believe  it  mife  to  say  that  five  hundred 
Free-State  men  lust  each  one  hundred  and  twenty  days,  at  Jl.Sfl  per 
day,  which  wonKl  be,  to  say  nothing  of  attendant  losws,  $90,000. 
I  saw  the  ruins  of  iiitiiiy  Free-State  men's  bouses  at  different  places 
in  the  Territory,  in^i'ibiT  with  stacks  of  gmiu  wasted  and  burning, 
to  the  amount  of,  any  ^.'Xi.OOU ;  making,  in  lost  time  and  destnicliiin 
of  projierty,  more  than  $150,000.  On  or  abiml  the  30lh  of  May  lost 
two  of  my  sous,  with  several  others,  were  imprisoneil  without  other 
crime  than  opposition  to  bogus  enaetirents,  and  most  barbarously 
treated  fi.ir  a  time,  —  one  being  held  about  one  month,  the  other 
about  four  months.  Both  had  their  hniilios  in  Kansas,  and  destitute 
of  homes,  being  burned  out  after  they  were  imprisoned.  In  this 
burning  all  the  eight  were  Bufffreni,  as  we  all  had  our  effects  at  the 
two  houses.  One  of  my  eons  had  his  oxen  taken  from  him  at  this 
time,  and  never  ivcovered  them.  Here  is  the  chain  with  which  one 
of  them  was  confined,  after  the  cruelty,  sufferings,  and  aniiety  he 
underwent  had  rendered  him  a  maniiic,  —  yes,  a  maniac. 

On  the  2d  of  June  last  my  son-iu-law  was  terribly  wounded  (sup- 
posed to  be  mortally),  and  two  other  Free-Slate  men,  at  Black  Jack. 
On  the  6th  or  7th  of  June  last  one  of  my  sons  was  wounded  by  acci- 
dent in  camp  (supposed  to  be  mortnliy),  and  muy  prove  a  cripple  for 
life.  In  August  kst  I  was  present  aini  siaiv  tlie  niaiigli-d  and  shock- 
ingly disflgiired  body  of  the  muiilered  Hnj-t,  of  Decrfield,  Mass., 
brought  into  our  eamp.  I  knew  him  well.  I  saw  several  other 
Free-State  men  who  xvere  either  killed  or  wounded,  whose  names  I 
cannot  now  remember.  I  saw  Dr.  Graham,  who  was  a  priaimer  with 
the  ruffians  on  the  2d  of  June  Inst,  and  was  present  when  they 
wounded  him,  in  an  attempt  lo  kill  him,  as  he  was  trying  to  save 
himself  from  being  murdered  by  them  daring  the  figiit  of  lilack  Jack. 
I  know  that  fur  mueh  of  the  time  durinR  the  last  summer  the  travel 
over  a  portion  of  the  Territory  was  enlinJy  eot  off,  and  that  none  but 
bodies  of  armed  men  dared  Ir)  move  at  all.  I  know  that  for  a  con- 
siderable time  the  mails  on  different  ronles  were  enlirely  stopped,  and 
that  notwithstanding  there  were  abundant  United  Stales  troops  at 
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lisod  to  Moort  ibfl  mails,  ioeh  Mcorts  were  not  famished  na  they 
miglit  or  ought  to  have  been.  I  saw  while  it  was  BtHndiDg,  and 
afterward  saw  the  ruins  nf,  a  most  valuable  house,  full  of  giiud  arti- 
cIm  and  stores,  which  had  been  burned  hj  the  ruSana  for  a  highly 
civilized,  intelligeat,  and  most  extsmplary  ChristiaD  Indian,  for  be- 
ing saspeeted  of  bivoring  Free-State  men.  He  is  known  as  Ottawa 
Jonea,  or  John  T.  Junes.  In  September  last  I  visited  a  beautiful 
little  Free-State  town  called  Stanton,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Osage 
or  Haraia  des  Cjgnes  River,  hs  it  is  called,  from  wliich  every  inhab- 
itant had  fled  (being  in  fear  nf  their  lives),  after  having  built  them, 
at  a  heavy  expeaac,  a  strong  hlock-honse  or  w<«iden  fnrt  for  their 
protection.  Many  of  thein  had  left  their  efltwta  liable  to  be  destroyed 
or  carried  oB,  not  being  able  to  remove  them.  This  was  a  most 
gluotny  scene,  and  like  a  visit  to  a  vast  sepulchre. 

During  last  summer  and  fall  deserted  housea  and  cornfields  were  to 
be  met  with  in  almost  every  directinn  south  of  the  Kansas  River. 
I  saw  the  burning  of  Osawatomie  by  a  body  of  some  fiiur  hundred 
ruffians,  and  of  Franklin  afterward  by  some  tweuty-seven  hundred 
men, — the  first-named  on  August  30,  the  last-named  Septem1>er 
14  or  15.  Governor  Geary  had  liecn  for  some  time  in  the  Territory, 
and  might  have  saved  Franklin  with  perfect  ease.  It  would  not  have 
cost  the  United  States  one  dolUr  to  have  saved  Franklin. 

I,  with  five  sick  and  wounded  sous  and  son-in-law,  was  obliged  for 
some  time  to  lie  on  the  gnmnd,  without  shelter,  our  boots  and  clothea 
worn  out,  destitute  of  money,  and  at  times  almost  in  a  state  of  starva- 
tion, and  dependent  on  the  charities  of  the  Christian  Indian  and  bis 
wife  whom  I  before  flamed.*    I  saw,  in  September  last,  a  Mr.  Parker, 

>  Notwithitmding  the  Iosks  and  chariti«s  of  this  good  Indian  in  1S58, 
he  VIS  the  next  year  in  condition  to  make  further  gifts  to  Brown,  ■■ 
sppeara  by  thin  letter  ;  — 

Ottawi  Cam,  R.  T.,  On.  13,  IS61. 

DunSiB,  — fUaptclingthewHiniitrODliiTf  ngilnatiuuiband.IimaMnlpMt- 
tuLli  lnlbnii  yoii  ilut  [  h(T«  prsiMnitHl  ths  mittir  betan  tbiia  tm  or  IkRc  din^nnt 
tluKi.  (ltd  I  cinnut  |«nuula  Ihup  but  whit  iru  puld  by  them  ««  nil  Hut  muM  he 
Ruoniihljr  itrmindcd  ot  Ibem,  from  the  hun^iln  thejentend  Into  with  Jnneiihe  «JfiiL 
'M  ctaitTft  Li  JiHt.  and  It  ought  to  be  ftU.     The  Ollvn  pajrrnent 


ir  11  go™,  mnugo  nnnnrtn*  nt  niiier  nviKn  ire  wnrliiifM»,  sun  tnmw  In  the  jnuiut 
Bun'!  biU  nod  hone-hlr*.  which  atnonnl*  to  four  dollin.  At'i-e|>t  11.  air,  u  ■  rte*-<nU 
olforing  from  Jour  friend. 

Tlm«  are  comfrg  mind  ftiv..nhly  In  Kanaaa.  Mr.  P»rw«  thr  C"nKre«a  will  have 
R.000  talo,naainK)oritroT*r  Rjtnanm.  and  bnthhnnrhni  of  Hie  I^eialnlnre  theonia  In 
proportion.  I  ani  quite  enroumiind  that  all  tliingi  will  w..rli  ti«tthrr  t-i  kooiI  Tor  UinM 
who  an  tiTliv  to  work  out  rightwHianeu  la  the  land.    Maji  God  blew  jou  In  ronr  work 
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whom  I  well  know,  with  his  head  all  brnised  ovn  aud  his  throut 
purtly  cut,  having  before  been  drafr|;ed,  while  sick,  out  of  the  bouse  of 
OtlBWii  JoucB,  the  loiiiBn,  when  il  wm  burned,  aud  thrown  for  dead 
over  the  bank  of  the  Ottawa  Creek. 

1  saw  three  mauglcd  bodies  uf  three  young  men,  two  of  which 
were  dead  and  had  laiu  on  the  open-grwund  for  about  eighteen  hours 
for  the  Hies  hi  work  at,  the  other  living  with  tweulj  buckshot  und 
bullel-holea  in  him.     One  uf  those  two  dead  was  luy  own  sou. 

Here,  then,  we  may  pause  to  review  the  iKJsition  of  the 
Brown  I'auiily  in  Kansas,  twelve  iiiontlis  after  John  Brown 
liad  set  forth  from  Illinois  to  support  his  children  iu  making 
free  and  peaceful  homes  on  those  beautiful  prairies.  One 
of  his  sons  was  dead ;  another  a  prisoner  charged  with  ti-ea- 
Bonj  a  third  was  desperately  wonnded;  a  fourth  stricken 
down  with  illness;  all  had  lost  tlieir  cabins,  their  crops, 
their  books  and  papers ;  their  wives  and  children  were  scat- 
tered or  far  away.  Only  one  son  of  the  six  remained  in 
fighting  condition ;  all  were  in  extrente  poverty ;  the  cause 
of  freedom,  for  which  they  had  ventured  so  much,  seemed 
almost  lost  Everything  was  subdued  except  the  inexorable 
will  of  John  Brown.'  That  remained ;  his  faith  in  God  and 
his  obedience  to  the  voice  of  God  were  as  quick  as  ever ;  and 
he  had  begun  the  warfare  against  slavery  by  a  dire  blow, 
which  was  destined  in  its  consequences  to  make  Kansas  free, 
even  as  his  master-stroke  in  Virginia,  three  years  later,  was 
to  set  in  motion  the  avalanche  that  destroyed  slavery  in  the 
whole  land.  This  blow  was  the  execution  at  Pottawatomie 
on  the  24th  of  May. 

or  twun'oleni'e  and  phllanlhroTi)' :  uii(  mar  And  remnl  jrm  ninn  ttiiin  dnnMc  fnr  rmir 
tnlt  upd  IninH  In  the  work  In  lirlnnaNinl  KbsrtT  tar  all  nura  I  Writs  Dittf  you  can,  uid 
In  >■  know  how  ;ou  an  KEttlng  alone.  <tr. 

I  renuln  jnur  tincMe  IHMid,  Joira  T.  Jojm, 

By  '•  na  as  ■  bind  "  fs  meant  the  OIIbbb  tribe  of  Indians,  and  their 
"pnyment"  was  tho  nllowance  pfriodicsUy  given  to  thrni  by  the  Fedi^rel 
(iovemment.  I  mw  one  of  the  last  nomsdic  In-linns  of  this  tribe  sitting 
buieheaded  on  bin  pony  in  the  busy  streets  of  Ottawa,  in  Aognst,  1882, 
staring  with  his  nalid  eye  ut  the  white  man's  way  of  life. 
'  Aiidire  magnoB  jam  videor  duces 
Non  indei^oro  pulverr  twrdidoa. 


Elfi 

Prater  alrvcem  a 


HoKACE,  Odee,  lib,  ii.  ear.  1. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

THE  POTTAWATOMIE  EXECUTIONB. 

1       *T~'HE  atory  of  John  Brown  will  mean  little  to  those  who 
j  '- "  do  Dot  believe  that  God  goverus  the  world,  and  tliat 

'  He  makes  His  will  knownln  advaiice  to  cettain  chosen  meu 
^  and  women  w^o  perform  it,  consciously  or  unconsciously. 
Ut  3uch"pr6phetie)  Heaveu-appointed  men  John  Brown  was 
^e  most  conspicuous  in  our  time,  and  his  life  must  be  eon- 
'Itrued  lb  the  light  of  that  fact,  —  aa  the  career  of  Cromwell 
must  be,  and  has  been,  since  Carlyle  set  it  forth  to  the  world 
in  its  true  colors.  Cotton  Mather,  in  1720,  intimated  to  the 
young  friend  for  whom  he  wrote  his  quaint  "  Directions  for 
a  Candidate  of  the  Ministry,"  that  he  must  not  look  at 
Cromwell  through  Clarendon's  glasses.  "  I  do  particularly 
advertise  you,"  said  Mather,  "that  this  mighty  man  has 
never  yet  had  his  hixtory  fully  and  fairly  given  ;  and  when 
you  read  it  given  with  the  greatest  impartiality  wherein 
you  have  hitherto  seen  it,  you  may  bear  this  in  your  mind, 
that  the  principal  ttroke  in  his  character,  and  the  priwn- 
pal  spring  of  his  conduct,  is  forever  defectively  related." 
Brown  haa  not  suffered  so  much  as  Cromwell  in  this  way, 
for  hia  worldly  success  was  not  so  great,  and  therefore  he 
offered  a  lesser  mark  for  envy  and  malice ;  he  was  also  a 
more  simple  and  ingenuous  Calvinist  than  Cromwell,  and 
could  not  lay  himself  so  open  to  the  charge  of  hypocrisy, 
and  self-seeking.  But  the  source  of  his  greatness  and  the! 
motive  of  his  public  conduct  were  essentially  the  same,  — \ 
an  impression  that  God  had  called  him  to  a  liigh  and  pain-i 
,  ful  work,  and  that  he  must  accomplish  this  even  wit^ 
,;  bloodshed  and  at  the  loss  of  friends,  life,  and  reputation. 
Milton,  in  so  many  points  like  Cromwell,  though  in  more 
like  Brown  (I  speak  not  of  his  genius,  but  of  his  character), 
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understood  this,  — and  also  that  there  is  a.  divine  antinomi- 
anism  as  weli  as  a  loose  and  diabolic  one.  Therefore  he 
said   in   one  of    those   matchless  choral   passages   of  the 


"Jaat  sre  the  ways  of  Cod, 
And  justilinble  to  men  ; 
Unless  there  be  who  tliink  Dot  God  at  all. 
H  Btij  be,  Ihey  walk  obscure  ; 
For  of  sDi:b  doctrine  never  was  tliere  school, 
But  the  heart  ol  the  fool,  — 
And  no  roan  thereiu  doctor  hut  himielfli 


Yet  more  there  be  who  doubt  His  ways  not  juat, 
Aa  to  His  DiTD  edicia  fouud  i.-ontndii;tiiig ; 

Am  if  they  Hoald  confine  th'  lol^roiiiiablE^ 

Anil  tie  Him  to  His  own  pri;ticrl|>t. 

Who  luade  our  laws  to  bind  ua,  not  HinuelT, 

And  hutb  full  riglit  to  extni|it 

Wbom  It  so  pleaaea  Him  by  choice 

From  national  obstriction,  withoot  taint 

Of  lin  or  legal  debt ; 

For  with  Uia  own  laws  He  can  best  dispensa." 


n 


¥\ 


This  is  a  high  doctrine,  applying  only  to  heroes  j  but  it 
holds  goo<l  of  John  Brown,  and  particularly  in  regard  to 
the  Pottawatomie  eiecutiona  of  May,  1856.  Such  a  deed 
must  not  be  judged  by  the  every-day  rules  of  conduct,  which 
distinctly  forbid  violence  and  the  infliction  of  death  for 
private  causes;  branding  the  act,  and  justly,  by  the  odious 
names  ot  "  murder  "  and  "  assassination."  The  cause  here 
was  a  public  one  ;  the  crisis  was  momentous,  and  yet  invisible 
to  all  but  the  eyes  divinely  appointed  to  see  it  and  to  foresee 
its  consequences.  Upon  the  swift  and  secret  vengeance  of 
John  Brown  in  that  midnight  raid  hinged  the  future  of  Kan- 
sas, as  we  can  now  see ;  and  on  that  future  again  hinged  the 
destinies  of  the  whole  country.  Had  Kansas  in  the  death- 
struggle  ot  1856  fallen  a  prey  to  the  slaveholders,  slave- 
holding  would  to-day  be  the  law  of  our  imperial  democracy ; 
the  sanctions  of  the  Union  and  the  Constitntion  would  now 
be  on  the  side  of  human  slavery,  as  they  were  from  1840  to 
1860.     And  the  turning  point  in  the  Kansas  conflict  was 
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that  week  of  May,  1856,  when  the  whole  power  of  the 
United  States  was  shamefully  put  forth  to  conquer  the  little 
town  of  Lawrence,  to  abase  the  free  spirit  of  the  Northern 
farmers  on  the  Kansas  prairies,  and  to  give  supremacy 
to  the  vilest  and  most  inhuman  elements  in  the  .American 
nationality.  The  attack  on  Lawrence  (May  20)  was  coin- 
cident in  time  with  the  close  of  Charles  Sumner's  great 
speech  in  the  Senate  on  the  "  Crime  against  Kansas ; "  and 
the  temporary  downfall  of  the  Free-State  cause  west  of 
the  Missouri  was  echoed  at  Washington  in  the  contrived 
and  almost  completed  murder  of  Sumner  by  the  weapons  of 
South  Carolina,  as  he  sat  in  the  Senate  chamber  two  daya 
after  (May  22,  1856).  One  shout  of  exultation  went  up 
from  the  slaveholding  States  over  the  two  events  ;  and  one 
thrill  of  anguish  ran  through  the  free  North  when  the 
tidings  came  in  the  same  day  from  Kansas  and  from  Wash- 
ington. A  venerable  citizen  of  Boston, — Josiah  Quincy, 
then  in  his  eighty-fifth  year,  —  who  had  seen  the  Indepen- 
dence of  America  declared  by  Jefferaou  and  maintained  by 
Washington,  Franklin,  and  Lafayette,  raised  his  aged  voice 
in  protest  against  the  degeneracy  of  their  descendants. 
Writing  to  Judge  Hoar,  of  Concord  (May  27,  1856),  Mr. 
Quincy  said :  — 

"  My  mind  is  in  no  state  to  receive  pleasure  from  social 
scenes  and  friendly  intercourse.  I  can  think  and  speak  of 
nothing  but  the  outrages  of  slaveholders  at  Kansas,  and  the 
outrages  of  slaveholders  at  Washington,  —  outrages  which, 
if  not  met  in  the  spirit  of  our  fathers  of  the  Revolution 
{and  I  see  no  sign  that  they  will  be),  our  liierfies  are  but  a 
name,  and  our  Union  proves  a  curse.  But,  alas  I  sir,  I  see 
no  principle  of  vitality  in  what  is  called  freedom  in  these 
times.  The  palsy  of  death  rests  on  the  spirit  of  freedom  in 
the  so-called  free  States." 

Thus  Qiiincy  spoke ;  and  in  the  same  sense,  to  a  result 
such  as  Qnincy  could  not  foresee,  John  Brown  had  already 
acted.  He  also  felt  that  "  our  liberties  are  but  a  name  and 
our  Union  proves  a  curse,"  if  the  deeds  done  at  Lawrence,  - 
preceded  by  murders  and  followed  by  the  flight  of  freemen 
from  Kansas,  were  not  to  be  met  with  retaliation.  The 
blow  at  Pottawatomie  followed,  as  a  signal  to  every  I 
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ruffian  that  blood  must  recompenae  blood.  For  every  cold- 
blooded murder  heretofore  perpetrated,  —  for  Dow,  Barber, 
Brown,  Stewart,  and  Jones,  — the  sabrea  of  I'ottawatomie 
requited  life  with  life.  Five  representative  defenders  of 
slavery  W£re  struck  down  in  a  single  night,  in  reprisal  for 
the  five  sons  of  librrty  alaiu  in  the  previous  six  months. 
The  lesson  was  terrible  '  .  iutajy ;  the  oppressors  of 
Kansas  never  forgave  it,  uui.  t^vj  ould  not  forget  it,  —  and 
it  wrought  their  defeat  iu  the  e  ,  It  shocked  the  Kree- 
State  men,  no  doubt ;  but  it  soon  gave  them  confidence  ^liat 
God's  justice  did  nut  sleep,  and  that  their  cause  waa  not 
lost.  1  have  already  cited  what  Charles  Robinson  said  of  it 
in  1878,  —  that  he  liiid  always  believed  John  Brown  to  be 
the  author  of  tlie  Pottawatomie  esecutions,  because  he  was 
the  only  raaii  then  in  Kansas  who  comprehended  the  situ- 
ation, and  had  the  nerve  to  strike  the  blow.  John  Brown, 
Jr.,  in  this  respect  agrees  with  Robinson,  and  says  :  "  It  has 
never  been  asserted  by  me,  nor  by  any  one  else  who  compre- 
hended the  situation  at  that  time,  that  the  killing  of  those 
men  at  I'ottawatoniie  was  wholly  on  account  of  the  emer- 
gency in  that  neighborhood.  That  blow  was  struck  for 
Kansas  and  the  slave  ;  and  he  who  attempts  to  limit  its 
object  to  a  mere  settlement  of  accounts  with  a  few  proslav- 
ery  desperadoes  on  that  creek,  shows  himself  incapable  of 
rendering  a  just  judgment  in  the  case,"  When  Jason  Brown 
met  his  father  for  the  first  time  after  the  executions,  near 
the  empty  cabins  from  which  the  Brown  families  had  fled  for 
safety  to  Osawatomie,  the  tender-hearted  son  saiil :  "  Father, 
did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  that  bloody  affair  on  the 
Pottawatomie  ?  "  Brown's  reply  was,  "  I  approved  of  it."' 
Jason  then  said :  "  Whoever  did  it,  the  act  was  uncalled  for 
and  wicked."  Brown  answered,  "  God  is  my  judge,  —  the 
people  of  Kansas  will  yet  justify  my  course."  This  predic- 
tion w.os  true.  An  old  friend  of  his,  James  Hanway,  who 
lived  near  the  scene  of  the  executions,  and  at  first  strongly 
abhorred  them,  has  given  this  testimony  on  the  point :  — 

"  In  the  month  of  Janunrj-,  IS.W,  the  lasl  time  I  met  Jiilin  Bmwa 
before  he  left  ihe  Terrilory  for  the  last  time,  he  asked  me,  iu  the 
presence  of  my  family,  '  What  do  the  idd  setllera  now  think  about 
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the  afEur  t '  alludiug  to  the  killing  of  the  Doyles,  etc.  Uy  repljr 
WHS,  '  A  gretit  change  ia  public  upiuiuu  has  tiUcea  place  i  it  is  uot 
DOW  looked  upon  with  that  feeliug  of  horror  which  prevailed  soun 
after  the  event  look  place,'  Urown  replied,  '  I  knew  all  good  men 
who  loved  freedom,  when  they  becauje  better  acquainted  with  the 
circumstances  connected  with  the  case,  would  approve  of  it.  The 
pablio  mind  was  not  ready  then  to  accept  such  hard  blows.'  Captain 
Brown  Gmlj  believed  that  he  was  an  inatnimeot  in  the  hands  of 
Providence  to  smite  the  slave-power,  and  roll  back  its  blaspbeiuous 
threats.  The  question  with  hiu  was  the  proper  time  lo  strike  the 
blow.  He  thought  the  hour  bad  come,  and  the  Potlawatouiie  tragedy 
was  the  result." 

The  scene  of  this  act  of  wild  justice  was  one  of  the  most 
Tomantic  in  Kansas.  The  broad  prairies  of  that  State  are 
fertile  and  sunny,  but  they  have  the  taineness  and  sameness 
of  landscape  that  soon  wearies  the  eye  of  the  traveller. 
Around  Osawatomie,  however,  this  monotony  is  broken  by 
winding  streams,  swelling  hills,  and  steep  ravines ;  while 
along  the  streams  is  a  noble  border  of  woodland.  That  in- 
stinctive love  of  the  picturesque  which  led  John  Brown  and 
his  sons  to  the  foiests  of  Ohio,  the  mountains  of  th%  Adiron- 
dac  wilderness,  and  the  snow-capped  heights  of  California, 
guided  their  steps  in  Kansas  also,  ajid  pitched  their  tents  in 
this  wildest  tract  of  a  tame  region.  Two  copious  rivers, 
though  condescending  to  bear  the  commonplace  name  of 
"creek," — the  Marais  des  Cygnes,  and  the  Pottawatomie, — 
unite  near  Osawatomie,  in  what  was  theu  the  home  of  Indian 
tribes,  to  form  the  Os^e  River,  the  largest  tributary  of 
the  Missouri  below  the  monntain-torrents.  Each  of  these 
Kansas  rivers  is  formed  by  tributary  streams,  and  all  wind 
gracefully  among  fringes  of  woodland,  below  which  in  many 
places  the  banks  shelve  steeply  down  to  the  lazy  waters,* 

»  I  visited  Osawatomie,  Anguat  21.  1882,  and  made  this  entry  in  my 
jonnial :  ' '  CroMod  the  Harais  des  Cypiea  by  a  bridge  on  the  mad  from  Pada 
between  the  inune  aaylum  and  the  village  of  Oaawaloinie,  —  a  larjre  atrrani 
with  high  banks,  heavily  timber^,  perhaps  one  hundiwi  feet  wide  at  this 
season,  snii  in  some  places  twenty  or  thirty  feet  deep  ;  so  that  men  fording 
It  have  often  been  drowned.  It  wbh  on  the  northeni  bank  of  this  river,  one 
mile  or  more  ftam  the  village,  that  John  Brown  was  encamped  {August  29, 
90)  .bsroN  tb*  battle  of  Osawatomis.     1  tav  one  of  Brown'*  (kiuids,  — Um 
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Beyond  tliis  forest  selvage  stretches  broad  aud  gi-aiid  the 
grassy,  flower-enamelled  prairie,  now  dotted  at  many  points 
with  orchards,  groves,  Earm-houses  and  viW;^es,  —  but  iu 
1S56  a  virgin  soil,  which  the  plow  had  only  scaiTed  a  little 
now  and  then,  and  over  which  ranged  and  flitted  couutlBss 
beusts  and  birds,  witli  here  and  there  a  herd  of  cattle,  or 
a  group  of  hfilf-wild  horses.  The  Indian  hunter  pursued 
his  game  there,  and  the  buffalo  had  not  wholly  forsaken  his 
old  graziug-g round.  The  villages  of  Osawatomie,  which 
gave  John  Brown  a  distinctive  name,  and  of  Lane,  which 
has  grown  up  near  the  old  ford  of  tlie  Pottawatomie  in 
the  township  of  that  ilk,  once  known  as  Dutch  Henry'a 
Crossing,  are  neither  of  them  large  or  specially  flom'ishiug, 
but  a  historic  interest  attaches  to  both  from  their  asso- 
ciation with  Brown's  cai'eer.  Lane  is  southwest  of  Osa- 
watomie, and  therefore,  as  the  river  runs,  alwve  it ;  and 
above  the  old  Crossing,  where  there  is  now  a  modern 
bridge,  are  the  neighborhoods  which  Brown  visited  on 
that  tragic  night.  Professor  Spring,  the  latest  historian 
of  Kansas,  thus  describes  the  country  as  he  saw  it  three 
years  ago ;  — 

"  The  Dutt^h  HpDry'a  Crossing  of  1882  is  n  paradise  nf  rural  peace 
and  IiHppiuees.  The  fiercest  Bounds  I  heard  diiricg  a  vi»it  to  that 
region  were  Ihe  cinller  of  ngricoltimil  machinery  and  the  fervent 
bnllelujnhs  of  a  '  holiness '  minp-meeting.  Here  qniot  and  security 
seem  to  have  reached  their  utmost  limit.  The  Pottawatomie  —  half 
limpid,  with  slighter  mixture!  of  disonloriuK  mud  than  any  Eaneus 
atreatn  that  I  have  seen  —  winds  languidly  between  beautifuhy 
■hatled  banks  toward  the  Marais  des  Cygnea.    The  vast  fields  of 

Bniilars  of  the  Trading  Post  nrnsiacre,  —  a  bUcltsmitli  of  Osawntomi*  now, 
standing  tall  and  swarthy  in  his  aiiop  at  the  villgge ;  and  tlipn  drove  the 
nest  moming  two  miles  farther  west  to  th«  log-1ion»e  of  Bpv.  S,  L.  Adnir, 
on  the  high  prairie  along  which  (he  MEssoiirians  came  the  morning  of  the 
fight.  The  road  from  the  village  to  Mr.  Adair's  iiAt«epand  rocky,  — ninre 
ao  than  any  I  havr  yet  sivn  in  Rnasaa.  His  hnns«  is  the  onp  he  built  in 
the  spring  of  ISfiS.  though  it  has  since  been  enlarged ;  it  is  tho  common 
cabin  of  sqiinml  logs,  chinked  in  with  clny,  riiiI  the  miun  room  has  two 
bedx  in  it.  In  this  room  Jnhn  Brown  was  *ick  with  ty|ihoid  fever  for  six 
weeks,  in  ISES,  —  Knei  and  the  Adaira  Uking  fare  of  him.  The  houae  has 
orchards  about  it.  and  in  front  two  or  three  pinc-treas  which  Mr.  Adair 
brgaght  Itoat  the  East  about  13Q0.  one  of  which  is  now  twenty  feet  liigfa." 
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euTD  and  wheat,  with  their  pi<^tare8qQe  borden  <J  orange  hedge,  lie 
niapped  apon  the  rolling  prairie  in  every  direotion,  — 


"  The  Dutch  Henry's  Croaaing  of  1856  stands  in  anHtheeis  to  all 
this  Arcadian  repose.  Then  there  was  no  Uw  but  force,  no  rule  but 
viiilenue,  in  the  Territory  of  Kaosas.  A  veritable  reign  of  terror  was 
iuaugumted.  Marauders  were  prowling  about  in  whose  eyes  nothing 
was  sacred  that  istood  in  the  way  of  their  passions.  The  opposing 
betioDS  into  whose  hands  the  question  of  slavery  or  no  slavery  for 
Kansas  had  fallen,  hunted  each  other  like  wolves.  Piatol-ehuts  aud 
svord-alits  were  the  prevailing  style  of  argument.  For  purposes 
of  ambush  and  oouoealmeot  this  locatiou  was  admirably  chosen. 
The  sarface  is  cut  op  by  gulches  affording  natural  defonceB  which" 
ten  resolute  men  could  hold  against  a  hundred.  1  sjient  half  a  day  hi 
exploring  this  region  with  one  of  Bruwn'a  ineu,  who  had  not  been  on 
the  ground  for  twenty-sir  years,  in  an  effort  tii  recover  the  exnct  ail« 
of  Brown'a  bivouac  of  May  23.  But  ao  marked  is  the  change  which 
time  has  wrought  in  the  landscape,  so  grpat  the  number  and  aimilar- 
ity  of  the  ravines,  that  all  our  efforts  failed.  Indeed,  nothing  here 
remains  as  it  was  in  the  Border  period.  The  earliest  cabins  have 
been  palled  down,  frontier  characteristica  are  gone,  and  the  customs 
of  older  civilizations  appear.  The  ford  rclaius  its  quaint  and  primitive 
name  of  Dutch  Henry's  Croaung,  ttut  has  ceased  to  be  used.  The 
once  broad  and  travelled  rood  leading  down  to  it  hxs  now  shrunk  to 
a  narrow,  weed-choked  path,  right  across  which  lies  a  half-decayed 
tree.  I  found  one  direct,  and  to  me  pathetic,  memorial  of  the  Potta- 
watomie raid  (even  that  ia  being  rapidly  obliterated),  —  the  grave 
of  three  of  its  victims.  They  were  buried  c<)Jfinless  in  one  ehaltow 
trench.  No  stone  or  tablet  marks  their  realing- place,  —  only  a  slight 
henving  of  the  turf,  in  an  open  field  near  the  ford." 

The  two  Shermana,  —  Dutch  Henry  aiid  Dutch  WiU 
liam,  —  who  lived  here  and  gave  their  name  to  the  ford, 
were  brothers,  from  Oldenburg  in  Germany,  who  bad  been 
long  in  America,  and  were  among  the  earliest  white  settlers 
of  this  region.  They  were  men  of  harsh  and  brutal  charac- 
ter, who  profited  by  the  neighborhood  of  peaceful  Indians 
to  advance  their  own  interests  at  the  expense  of  the  red  men, 
and  who  looked  upon  Indians  and  negroes  with  equal  con* 
tempt.  Their  house  was  a  sort  of  tavern,  as  many  of  the 
prairie  oabini  were  in  those  days,  aud  their  most  acceptable 
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visitors  were  the  proslavery  men  from  Missouri  aud  farther 
south.  At  this  very  time,  in  the  words  of  John  Brown  the 
younger,  "  the  Doyles,  Wilkinsons,  and  Shermans  were  fur- 
nishing pla«<^s  of  rendezvous  and  active  aid  to  the  armed 
men  who  had  sworn  to  kill  us  and  others."  With  tlie  Browns 
it  wsiH  simply  a  question  as  to  which,  to  use  a  Western  phrase, 
should  "first  get  the  drop"  on  the  others.  Upon  this  point, 
which  of  late  years  has  been  the  subject  of  controversy,  the 
testimony  is  clear  and  ample.  The  men  who  suffered  deatli 
were  not  only  leagued  with  the  Missouri  invaders,  hut  had 
themselves  committed  gross  outrages,  such  as  they  had 
threatened  a.  year  before  their  death.  An  early  citizen  of 
Kansas  (now  or  recently  a  police  magistrate  at  Salina),  Au- 
gust Bondi  by  name,  went  to  settle,  in  May,  1855,  on  the 
Musquito  branch  of  the  Pottawatomie,  four  miles  from  Dutch 
Henry's.  Being  a  German,  and  having  two  compatriots 
(Theodore  Wiener  and  Jacob  Benjamin)  owning  near  him, 
Bond!  went  to  call  on  Henry  Sherman,  whom  he  liad  heard 
of  as  a  German  also,  and  therefore  sought  his  acquaintance. 
After  a  short  conversation  with  him,  Henry  Sherman  said 
"he  had  heard  that  Bondi  and  Benjamin  were  Freesoilers, 
and  therefore  would  advise  them  to  cieai'  out,  or  they  might 
meet  the  fate  of  Baker,"  — a  Vermont  man  whom  the  Bor- 
der Kuffiana  had  taken  from  his  cabin  on  the  Marais  des 
Cygnes,  whipped,  and  hanged  upon  a  tree,  but  had  cut  him 
down  before  death,  and  released  him  upon  his  promise  t-o 
leave  Kansas.  Allen  Wilkinson,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
usurping  Legislature,  talked  to  Bondi  in  much  the  same  way. 
The  two  Germans  (Bondi  and  Benjamin,  for  Wiener  had 
not  yet  arrived)  took  counsel  what  should  be  done.  Benja- 
min, who  had  worked  several  days  at  the  settlement  on  the 
Marais  des  Cygnes,  reported  that  no  help  could  be  expected 
thence,  where  the  settlers  were  all  from  Missouri  or  Arkan- 
sas. H«  had  heard,  however,  of  a  small  settlement  of  Ohio 
men  about  five  miles  to  the  northeast,  and  both  agreed  that 
these  ought  to  be  seen.  Next  moniing  Benjamin  went  there, 
and  about  noon  returned  with  Frederick  Brown,  who  brought 
word  from  his  three  brothers  that  they  would  always  b« 
found  ready  to  assist  Bondi  and  his  friend.  No  attack  was 
made  that  summer,  during  which  there  was  a  large  immi- 
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gration  into  the  Pottawatomie  region,  both  {rota  the  Xorth 
and  the  South,  —  the  Northern  men  in  the  majorltj,  but  the 
proslavery  men  having  the  advantage  of  being  generally 
well  armed  and  under  better  organizatioo.  On  their  side, 
too,  were  the  gangs  of  robbers  and  murderers  on  the  borders 
of  Missouri  and  the  Indian  Territory. 

But  in  the  spring  of  1856  the  Shermans  and  their  com- 
rades began  to  carry  out  their  threats.  George  Grant,  who 
then  lived  on  the  Pottawatomie,  testified  in  1879 :  ^ 

"tij  fiither,  John  T.  Graot,  oaue  &om  Oceida  Couotf,  N.  Y., 
and  Mttled  on  Pottawatomie  Creek,  iu  1354.  We  wvro  near  ueigh- 
bors  of  the  SbermuDp,  of  .the  Doylea,  and  of  WilkiDson,  who  were 
afterward  killed.  There  was  a  company  of  Georgia  Bonier  Ruffians 
eneamped  on  the  Marais  dea  Cygnes,  about  four  miles  an-ay  fniin  ub, 
who  had  been  ooininitting  outrages  upon  the  Free-State  people;  and 
these  proshivery  wen  were  in  constant  communiwition  with  them. 
They  had  a  coarier  who  went  backward  and  forward  carrying  mes- 
■ogea.  When  we  heard  on  tlie  Pottawatomie  that  the  Border  Baf- 
fiana  w^re  threatening  Lawrence,  and  that  the  Free-State  men  wanted 
help,  we  immediately  began  to  prepare  to  go  to  their  araistance. 
Frederick  Brown,  wm  of  John  Brown,  went  to  a  store  at  Dutch 
Heory's  Crowing,  kept  by  a  Mr.  Morse,  from  Mii'higan,  ktii>wn  na 
old  Sqaire  Morse,  a  qniet,  innffensive  old  Free-i^late  man,  living 
there  with  hie  two  btiye.  and  bought  Bonie  bars  of  lend,  —  say  twenty 
or  thirty  pounds.  He  brought  the  lead  to  my  father's  house  on  Sun- 
day morning,  aad  my  brother  Henry  C.  Grntit  and  my  sister  Mary 
■pent  the  whole  day  in  running  Sharpc's  and  other  rifle  bullets  for 
the  company.  Ab  Frederick  Brown  waa  bringing  this  lead  to  our 
house,  he  passed  by  Henry  Sherman's  house,  and  several  proslavery 
men,  among  them  Doyle  and  his  sons,  William  Sherman,  and  (ithcrs, 
were  sitting  on  the  fence,  and  inf|tiired  what  he  was  going  to  do  with 
it.  He  told  them  he  was  going  to  run  it  into  bullets  for  Free-State 
f;iins.  They  were  apparently  much  inceuBed  at  his  reply,  as  they 
knew  that  the  Free-Stale  company  was  then  preparing  to  go  to 
Lawrence.  The  next  mominft,  after  the  company  had  started  to  gii 
lo  IjRwrence,  a  number  of  these  prcisliivery  men  —  Wilkinson,  Doyle, 
his  two  sons,  and  William  Shennau,  known  as  '  Dutch  Bill '  —  t.mk 
a  TO]ie  and  went  to  old  Sc|uire  Morse's  house,  and  »aiil  they  were 
going  to  hang  him  for  selling  the  lead  to  the  Free-State  men.  They 
frightened  the  old  man  terribly ;  but  finally  told  bim  he  must  leave 
the  country  before  eleven  o'clock,  or  they  would  hang  him.  They 
then  left  and  went  to  the  Shermans'  and  weut  to  drinking.    About 
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elt^ven  o'clcick  a  portiun  of  thoin,  half  drunk,  vreai  hack  U>  Mr. 
Morse's,  aud  were  g-iinj;  to  kill  him  with  nu  axe.  His  little  boys  — 
one  w*a  uulj  uiiit  yeara  old  — set  up  a.  violent  trying,  and  bt^ged 
for  tbcir  fathoPs  life.  They  flnnlly  gave  him  until  aundowu  l«  leave. 
Ue  left  everything  and  cutao  at  ouce  to  our  hnuae.  Ue  wiis  nearly 
(lightened  to  death.  He  came  to  our  houao  wirrjiiig  a  blanket  and 
leading  liia  Utile  boy  by  tht>  hand.  When  night  eaine  he  was  su 
afraid  that  he  would  not  slay  in  the  house,  but  went  out  doors  anj 
dept  on  the  prairie  in  the  gnus.  Fur  a  few  days  he  lay  about  in  tlie 
brush,  iiiuat  uf  the  time  getting-  his  meals  at  onr  house.  He  wiis 
then  Ijiken  violently  ill  and  died  in  a  very  short  time.  Dr.  Gilpatriek 
attended  him  during  his  brief  illness,  and  said  that  his  death  was 
directly  mused  by  the  friglit  and  excitement  of  thai  terrible  day  when 
he  was  driven  from  his  store.  The  only  thing  they  had  Mguinst  Mr. 
Horse  wiis  his  selliug  the  lead,  and  this  he  had  provioualy  bought  of 
Henry  Sliennan,  who  had  brought  it  from  KanuiK  City.  While  the 
Pree-StaW  company  was  gone  to  Lawrence,  Henry  Shennan  *  came 
to  my  father's  house  and  said :  '  We  have  ordered  old  Morse  out  of 
tbe  oomtry,  and  he  has  got  In  go,  and  a  good  many  others  of  the 
Free-Stale  famtlJeB  have  gut  to  go.'  The  general  feeling  among  the 
Free-Slate  people  was  one  of  terror  while  the  cdiiipnny  was  gone, 
as  ire  did  nr)t  know  at  what  luomout  the  Georgia  rufflans  might  come 
in  and  drive  na  nil  out." 


'  Mr.  Foster,  nlrasdy  quoted,  who  knew  tht  Bhvrmans  and  their  t«pa- 
tstion,  IcUs  tliis  story  of  the  brutnlity  of  "  Dutch  Bill."  wlio  waa  one  of  the 
five  men  ciccutod  by  Browu  :  "  In  the  sprisg  or  1SIJ6  Willism  ShrruiBn 
had  taken  &  fnncy  to  the  daughter  of  one  of  his  FrEe-State  nciglilnrs,  ind 
had  beun  rcfuBed  by  Inir.  Th«  next  time  he  met  her  he  used  the  most  rite 
and  insultitig  languiige  toward  her,  in  tile  midst  of  which  Frederiok  Brown 
ttppcsred  and  was  lesoiighl  for  protection,  which  was  readily  granted. 
Sliennan  then  drew  his  knifo,  and,  speaking  to  the  young  woman,  said  : 
'The  day  ii  >oon  coming  when  all  thu  dainued  Abolitiouisls  will  be  driven 
out  or  hanged  ;  we  ore  not  going  to  make  ojiy  lialf-way  work  tliout  it ;  und 
OB  for  you,  Miss,  you  shall  either  marry  me  or  1  '11  drive  this  knife  to  llio 
tilt  until  I  And  your  lifi-,'  Frederitk  Brown  quietly  warned  Sherman 
that  If  he  attampleil  nny  violence  he  wonld  Iw  taken  care  of ;  when,  with 
an  oath  and  threat,  Slicrman  left  tlmm."  His  viler  brother,  Henry  Blier- 
msn,  who  eseaiied  Brown's  avenging  lisnd,  was  shot  not  long  aftfi-wanl,  1 
have  heard,  by  one  of  Brown's  soMiera, —not  a  member  of  the  party  which 
slew  William  Sherman.  The  chief  wonder  was,  that  «  wretch  so  antra- 
geona  as  Dutch  Henry,  in  a  conntry  so  fall  of  tumult  as  Southern  Eanno, 
had  not  been  killed  sooner.  His  honse  has  long  been  destroyed,  and  only 
a  few  appt'^-trei's  reniain  to  mark  the  spot  when  he  lived  and  psnecoted 
his  Free-State  niighbois, 


IBM.]  THE  POTTAWATOMIE  EXECUTIONS,  267 

Notwithstanding  the  controversy  which  has  bo  long  been 
kept  up  concerning  these  execntions,  the  facts  are  plain  and 
simple,  and  are  now  almost  universally  accepted.  The  char- 
acter of  the  men  slain  was  notoriously  bad,  as  has  been 
shown ;  and  they  bad  long  been  plotting  with  the  Misson- 
rians,  and  more  recently  with  Buford's  armed  colonists  from 
the  South,  to  exterminate  the  Free-State  settlers  along  the 
Pottawatomie  and  its  tributaries.  While  the  Free-State 
men  were  on  their  way  to  the  defence  of  Lawrence,  and 
their  families  were  left  unprotected,  word  was  sent  to  the 
camp  of  John  Brown,  Jr.,  who  commanded  the  Pottawato- 
mie Rifles,  that  the  Free-State  families  along  the  Creek 
were  to  be  attacked  and  driven  out  This  news  followed 
hard  upon  the  tidings  that  Lawrence  had  been  captured  and 
burned  by  the  Missouri  ruffians.  After  that  dismal  mes- 
sage, John  Brown,  who  was  a  member  of  his  son's  company, 
proposed  marching  at  once  on  Lawrence.  But  word  soon 
came  from  that  town  requesting  the  company  not  to  come, 
since  the  ruffians  had  gone  back  to  Missouri,  and  the  Free- 
State  men  were  short  of  provisions.  A  vote  was  therefore 
taken  in  the  company  not  to  visit  Lawrence,  but  to  go  into 
camp  near  the  house  of  Captain  Shore  on  the  Middle  Ottawa 
Creek ;  and  this  was  done  on  the  night  of  May  22.  The 
place  is  about  five  miles  from  the  town  of  Palmyra,  and 
not  more  than  ten  miles  from  where  Brown  afterward  won 
the  fight  of  Black  Jack.  James  Hanway,  already  quoted, 
was  a  member  of  the  Pottawatomie  Rifles,  and  a  witness 
of  entire  credibility.     He  says  :  — 

"  When  we  were  in  camp  on  Middle  Ottawn  Creek,  in  Franklin 
County,  a  jonog  man,  eon  of  Mr.  Grant,'  brought  the  intelligcnce- 
thftt  certain  proslavery  eitizene  of  the  Pottawatomie  hod  vt8it<;d  snme 
of  the  Free-State  fnmilies,  and  threnlened  them  with  death,  and  their 
pniperty  with  deBtruction,  if  they  did  not  loave  the  neighborhood  by 
the  following  Saturday  or  Sunday  night.  Old  John  Brown,  who  hod 
a  finn  belief  that  Providence  directed  his  steps  in  oil  undertakings, 
immediately  raieod  a  small  party  of  men,  and  visited  those  who  had 
been  the  instigators  of  thia  threatttned  oioveineut.  I  think  it  was 
Ma;  23,  about  two  P.  u.,  that  John  Brown  and  his  party  left  onr 

>  Oth«n  uy  uiothnr  was  th«  mcMenger. 
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Minp.  When  Brown  was  packing  np  bia  camp  kettlea,  eUs.,  at 
Middle  Ottawa  Creek.  1  was  Juvitcd  to  become  ime  of  the  party,  by 
one  of  the  eight  who  furrned  the  oonipRn;.  I  was  iiifiirmed  nt  the 
tiuio  of  the  purpose  of  iho  expedition,  aud  the  nec-esaity  there  waa  to 
cony  out  the  prograinme. 

"The  foHowiug  day  wenatiipcdal  Palmyra.  We  had  heard  of  the 
arrest  of  Governor  RubiuNm,  ,'Liid  our  object  weis  to  rescue  liim  if 
they  brought  him  hj  the  Sautu  Vi  road  Ui  Lecompton.  Oii  Sunday 
mtiruiug,  May  25,  wo  broke  camp,  and  tiiok  up  quarters  near  Pniiiiu 
City,  on  Liberty  Ilill.  It  was  then  aod  tiiere  that  four  persons  cuine 
riding  acriss  the  prairie,  and  reported  wluit  )i»l  tiikcu  pbice  ou  the 
Pottawatomie.  That  night  we  camped  in  the  yard  of  Ottawa  Jones, 
and  during  the  night  John  Browo'c  party,  who  hod  left  our  company 
teveral  dags  before,  tnado  their  appearance.  I  was  with  Jason  Brown 
in  what  WHu  railed  the  Brown  tent.  John  Brown  asked  if  his  son 
John  wiiB  there.  I  replietl  no;  he  was  iu  Ottawa  Jones's  huage. 
Tliia  waa  about  the  middle  of  the  uight." 

Between  the  departure  of  John  Brown  from  his  son'a 
camp  early  in  tlie  afternoon  of  May  23,  and  hia  return 
thereto  in  the  night  of  May  25-26,  the  deed  of  death  was 
done.  Those  who  accomplished  it  were  umier  Brown's 
orders,  and  were  directed  in  all  their  movements  by  him. 
Of  this  there  is  now  no  doubt,  although  at  the  time,  and  for 
many  years  afterward,  John  Brown's  presence  at  the  execu- 
tions was  denied ;  and  this  denial  was  suppoaed  to  be  sup- 
ported bv  hia  words.  But  upon  inquiry  of  all  those  who 
talked  with  him  on  the  subject,  it  does  not  appear  that  he 
ever  denied  his  presence  at  the  scene,  while  he  constantly 
justified  the  act.  One  of  the  earliest  witnesses  has  already 
been  cited,  —  Jason  Brown.  John  Brown,  Jr.,  was  not  in- 
formed of  the  deed  by  his  father.  An  old  Kansas  settler, 
E.  A.  Coleman,  now  living  near  Lawrence,  where  he  was  in 
1855-56,  bears  witness  thus :  — 

"  John  Brown  frequently  visited  tne  at  my  house,  and  stayed  with 
xtip.  Ill  (»<•},  my  Inteh-etring  was  always  out  for  such  men.  John 
BrowTi  knew  where  his  friends  lived,  and  could  go  to  them  night  or 
day.  One  evening,  not  long  before  the  fight  nl  Osawatomie,  we  ate 
supper  oot  of  doors  in  the  shade  of  my  osbia  at  five  o'eloiik.  As 
Boim  as  supper  was  over.  Captain  Brown  commenced  paoing  back 
and  forth  in  the  shade  of  the  boiise.    My  wife  stood  by  the  diahee, 
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and  I  SHt  in  my  chair.  I  fiaalljr  said,  '  Citpt^n  Bronra,  I  want  to 
aak  foil  <me  queHtiou,  Rud  jnu  can  answer  it  or  not  as  foQ  pleaw, 
ami  1  ahull  not  be  offended.'  He  stopped  hi^  pacing,  looked  me 
equare  in  ihe  faiv,  and  said,  '  What  is  it  t '  Said  I,  '  Captain 
Browu,  did  yoQ  kill  those  five  men  on  the  Pottawatomie,  or  did  ynu 
ni'tl '  He  replied,  '  I  did  not;  bnt  I  do  not  pretend  t*)  say  they 
were  not  killed  by  my  order ;  and  in  doing  so  I  believe  I  was  doing 
GihI'b  service.''  My  wife  spoke  and  said,  '  Then,  Captain,  you  think 
thitt  God  uses  you  as  an  inatmment  iu  his  hands  to  kill  men  T  ' 
Brown  replied,  '  I  think  he  has  used  me  as  an  instrament  to  kill 
men  ;  and  if  I  live,  I  think  he  will  use  mn  as  an  instrument  to  kill  a 
giHid  many  more.'  He  went  on  and  said:  'Mr.  Culeman,  I  will 
tell  yiiu  all  about  it,  and  you  can  jndgo  whether  I  did  right  or  wrong. 
I  hail  heard  that  these  men  were  coming  to  the  cabin  that  my  son  and 
I  were  staying  in  [I  think  he  sud  the  next  Wednesday  night]  to 
■et  fire  to  it  and  shoot  us  as  we  ran  out.  Now,  that  was  not  proof 
enough  for  me;  but  I  thought  I  would  satisfy  myself,  and  if  they 
had  committed  murder  in  their  hearts,  1  would  be  justified  in  killing 
them.  I  was  na  old  surveyor,  so  I  disguised  myself,  took  two  men 
to  carry  the  chain,  and  a  fiagtoan.  Thit  liucs  not  being  run,  I  knew 
that  as  soon  as  they  saw  me  they  would  come  out  to  find  out  where 
their  lines  would  come.'  And  taking  a  book  from  his  pocket,  he 
said,  '  Here  ia  what  every  man  said  that  was  killed.  I  rau  my 
lines  close  to  each  man's  house.  The  first  that  came  out  said,  "  la 
that  my  line,  sir  T  "  I  replied,  "  1  canuf^t  tell ;  I  am  running  teat 
lines."  I  then  said  to  him,  "  You  have  a  fine  country  here ;  great 
pity  there  are  so  many  Abolitionisla  in  it."  "  Yes,  but  by  God  we 
will  soon  clean  them  all  out,"  he  said.  1  kept  IcHiking  thri>ugh  my 
instrument,  making  motions  to  the  flagman  to  move  eitlier  way,.ai]d 
at  the  same  time  I  wrote  every  word  they  said.  Then  1  said,  '■  I 
hear  there  are  some  bad  men  about  here  by  the  name  of  Bniwn." 
"  Yes,  there  are ;  but  neit  Wednesday  night  we  will  kill  them."  So 
I  ran  the  lines  by  each  one  of  their  houses,  and  I  t«>ok  down  every 
word;  and  here  it  is,  word  for  word,  by  each  one.  [Shows  wife  and 
me  the  hook].  I  was  satisfied  that  each  one  of  tliem  had  committed 
murder  iu  hia  heart,  and  acrordiug  to  the  Seripliires  they  were  guilty 
of  murder,  and  I  felt  justified  in  having  iheni  kilh'd ;  bul,  as  I  t<ild 
yon,  I  did  not  do  it  myself.'  He  then  said,  '  Now,  Mr,  Coleman, 
what  do  yon  think  t '  I  told  him  1  thoucht  he  did  right,  and  so  did 
my  wife.    This  statement  we  are  both  willing  to  be  sworn  to."  * 

'  See*"  The  KauMs  Memorial,"  1879,  pp.  19B,  1S7.  I  have  a  letter  Irom 
Mr.  Coleinan,  written  in  188.^,  in  whioh  he  repeats  this  alriking  converm- 
tion,  with  Bome  viriations,  but  in  substance  as  recited  above.      He  say* : 
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John  Brown,  Jr.,  has  thus  e^cpressed  biiaself  coDcerniug 
the  mystery  which  long  concealed  the  true  facts  in  this  af- 
fair ;  and  no  person  who  knows  him  will  doubt  his  word  : 

"  The  mily  sWtemem  that  I  ever  heard  ray  father  make  in  regard 
to  this  was,  •  { did  not  mywlf  kill  any  of  those  men  at  PuttawaloTitie, 
hut  I  am  as  fully  rrapunHibte  as  if  I  itid.'  This  Htalement  of  his  is 
strirtly  in  acciirdaticc  with  the  fncte,  as  1  huve  now  ahundant  evi- 
<IoDC«.    The  stateineDts  oS  othera,  giving  a  different  vereioa,  I  believe 

"The  BrovcnBitrre  hunted  aji  we  hunt  wolves  to  d>y  ;  Hnd  because  thoy  nn- 
dertook  to  protect  thi^oiselvca,  they  are  lUtlled  I'uld-liluuded  uiunlHriin,  — 
merely  bMause  thoy  '  bud  tlie  <lare,'  and  were  cuuieotod  to  live  mid  die  m 
Ood  intended  them  to.  Brown  vm  a  UiUe-nuu,  —  he  believed  ll  all ; 
and  thongb  1  am  not,  I  give  bim  creilic  for  beiui;  bouust,  uid  the  mart 
uotmiatent  so-called  ChriatiBu  1  have  ever  met.  Browu  and  his  sods  had 
olaiota,  and  worked  them,  at  1  did  mine,  when  tbe»e  devilH  were  not  pruwl- 
ioK  about,  killing  a  man  uow  and  then,  stealing  our  stock  and  miming 
them  olf  to  Mituouii." 

John  Brown,  Jr.'s,  version  of  tbe  surveying  adventure,  and  doubtlen 
the  more  correct  one,  is  as  follows  :  "  Early  in  the  sjiring  of  ISiO,  Colonel 
Baford,  of  Alabama,  orrivwl  with  a  regiment  of  armed  men,  mostly  from 
South  Carolina  and  Oeorgio.  Thry  cauie  with  the  oiienly  declared  purpose 
to  niake  Kansas  a  slave  State  at  all  baiHrda.  A  company  of  these  men  was 
reported  to  us  as  being  encatiit)ed  near  tbe  Maraia  dea  Cygnes,  a  little  south 
of  tbe  town  now  called  BanWul,  I  think,  and  distout  from  our  place  about 
two  niiles.  Father  took  his  surveyor's  coui|iass,  and  with  hiu  four  of  my 
brothm,  —  Owen.  Frederiek,  Saluion,  and  Oliver,  ~aa  chaiu-caniers,  ax- 
man,  and  marker,  aud  found  a  section  line  which,  on  following,  li-d  throng 
the  c4n>{t  of  these  men.  The  Georgians  indulgeilin  the  ntmost  freeilom  of  ex- 
pression. One  of  them,  who  appeared  to  be  the  leader  of  the  company,  said  : 
'  We've  come  here  to  stay.  We  won't  make  no  war  on  them  as  uiinda 
th«T  own  bnainaw ;  but  all  tbe  Abob'tionista,  auch  as  them  damned  Browns 
over  there,  we' re  goi[ig  to  whip,  drive  out,  or  kill,— any  way  to  get  idmt  of 
them,  by  God.'  Tbe  elder  Doyle  waa  already  there  among  them,  hannic 
come  from  tbe  Pottawatomie,  a  distance  of  nine  miles,  to  show  them  the 
best  fords  of  the  river  and  creek." 

ITpon  rendin;;  Mr.  Coleman's  1,-tter.  John  Brown  ha»  written  me  thna  : 
"  While  we  hail  in  the  spring  of  1858  sbiindiint  nnd  eiitirrly  astisfBotory 
evidence  that  our  family  were  msrke<l  for  destruction,  I  am  not  a«n«  of 
any  information  having  been  reerived  by  any  of  our  nuinbrr  that  s  par- 
liculor  day  had  bi«n  deridi-d  u[ion  for  the  utidcrlaking.  It  is  probable 
tint  faiber  related  to  Mr.  Coleman  the  aiory  of  hja  mnning  that  Hne 
Ibmiigh  a  cemp  of  Bufoiil's  m«n  and  of  the  informnlion  he  obtained  ;  bitt 
further  than  this  I  tJiink  hi' did  nut  go.  The  ninniDg  of.  that  line  ocouitwJ 
a  few  day)  bcfoni  our  second  call  to  atsiat  Lawrence,  Hay  20,  18£6." 
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bftve  been  made  in  good  fkith  apou  reports  whioh  they  sappoaed  were 
true,  or  upon  their  interpretation  of  bther'B  worde  m  glveu  above.  I 
have  yet  to  learn  uf  anj  Kutheatie  Matemeut  made  by  hini  touching 
this  uatter  which  in  subiitaiit.-e  differs  from  his  words  as  I  have  given 
them.  In  the  fall  of  1B56  I  was  tuld  by  one  n-ho  as  I  supposed  was 
in  possesaiou  of  the  facts,  that  when  uiy  father  and  his  men,  on  their 
return  from  our  camp  near  Ottawa  Creek,  had  reaohed  Middle  Creek, 
his  party  divided)  that  he  and  some  of  the  men  croeaed  the  Marais 
des  Ungues  to  recouuoltre  the  pueitiun  of  a  party  of  Bufurd'a  men,  and 
that  fwueequently  he  was  several  miles  away  when  those  men  wure 
killed  <m  the  Pattawatomie.  I  accepted  this  statement  as  true,  and 
whenevN  I  iiad  oouaeion  to  refer  to  the  matter  I  stated  it  in  aooord- 
anoe  with  what  I  supposed  wae  Jkct.  It  whs  not  uutil  July,  1660, 
that  I  waa  more  correctly  inJbrmed  by  one  who  had  himself  partici- 
pated in  that  affair.  At  thai  time  a  large  reward  was  offered  by  the 
State  of  Virginia  fur  my  capture.  Soon  after,  stimulated  by  that 
reward,  kidwippera  attempted  the  work  of  my  abduction ;  and  from 
that  time  until  tbe  close  of  the  Civil  War  other  niatiers  more  urgent 
claimed  my  attention  than  tbe  correction  of  my  own  statements  in 
regard  to  Pottawatomie,  or  of  Mr.  Rcdpath's  mistake,  which  I  have 
no  doubt  was  as  iunocently  made  as  my  own."' 

The  most  direct  statement  made  by  any  of  the  party  who 
accompanied  John  Brown  on  bis  expedition  of  May  23, 
that  was  made  public  before  the  Civil  War,  is,  I  think,  a 
letter  from  one  of  his  sons,  who  undertook,  a  few  weeks 
after  his  father's  death,  to  answer  a  question  on  the  subject 
which  was  asked  of  his  mother.  She  bad  no  knowledge  con- 
cerning the  matter,  as  she  told  me  In  1882 ;  but  knowing 
that  her  son  Salmon  had  been  Brown's  constant  companion 
ill  Kansas,  she  requested  him  to  reply.  He  was  then  living 
with  her  at  Xortb  Elba,  and  he  wrote  as  follows :  — 

North  Elba,  Dpc.  27,  1356. 
Dear  Sir,  —  Yonr  letter  to  my  mother  wns  received  to-night. 
Ynu  wish  me  to  give  you  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  Pottawatomie 
execution,  or  mnrder,  and  to  know  whether  my  fnther  whs  a  partici- 
pator in  the  act.  I  was  one  of  hie  company  at  the  time  of  the  homi- 
cide, and  was  never  away  from  him  one  hoar  at  a  time  after  we  took 
np  arms  in  Kansas;  therefore  I  say  positively  that  he  was  not  a 

r.  Red- 
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participator  iu  ihe  deed,  —  although  I  Bhould  tliiuk  nam  the  lees  of 
liiin  if  he  had  becii  tbcro;  for  it  wod  thegModiat  tiling  that  was 
ever  dune  in  Kaunas.  Il  vfae  all  that  BBved  the  Tenitory  friiin  lu'ing 
overrun  with  drucikcn  lauii-pimtPS  fntin  the  Southern  Stales.  That 
was  the  first  act  in  tin-  bis1i<ry  uf  Kanuia  which  proved  to  the  demon 
of  Slavery  that  ihi'ro  w;is  as  niurh  room  to  give  bli>n-s  aa  to  tahe 
them.  Itwiis  dtiue  tu  savo  "^  Md  to  Strike  terror  through  their 
wicked  ranks. 

Yoi  [ftiUy, 

Salmon  Brows. 

The  member  of  Browi  laitv  of  eight  who  first  dis- 

cloaed  the  details  of  the  er-  i     '  Maj  23-25,  was  James 

Townsley,  a  W;irj'liind  mi  iJ  emigrated  to  Kansas 

in  Octoher,  18.J5,  aud  seti,.  -u  sue  Pottawatomie,  a  mile 
■west  of  the  present  town  oi  Oreelcy.  This  ia  several  miles 
southwest  of  IJiitch  Henry's  Crossing,  and  therefore  higher 
up  on  the  creek.  Townsley  had  been  a  cavalry  soldier  in 
the  United  States  army  from  18.19  to  1844,  and  had  fought 
against  Indians  in  Florida ;  by  trade  he  was  a  painter,  and 
he  was  an  acquaintance  of  Martin  and  Jefferson  Conway, 
who  like  himself  migrated  from  Maryland  to  Kansas,  but 
were  opposed  to  slavery.  He  set  out  from  Baltimore  with 
his  wife  and  four  children  and  eleven  hundred  dollars  in 
money,  and,  leaving  his  family  in  Kansas  City,  went  into 
the  Pottawatomie  region  and  bought  a  "claim,"  for  which 
he  ]>aid  eighty  dollars,  put  up  a  rude  cabin,  and  moved  his 
family  into  it.  They  suffered  much  from  cold  during  the 
winter,  and  were  just  beginning  to  plant  their  land  in  the 
spring,  when  Townsley,  who  had  joined  the  "  Pottawatomie 
Eifles  "  in  April,  was  called  upon  to  march  for  the  protec- 
tion of  Lawrence.  This  was  on  the  afternoon  of  May  21. 
What  followed  has  thus  been  told  by  himself;  — 

"  Almul  two  miles  wnith  <if  Middle  Creek  we  were  .joined  by  the 
Osawatouiie  conipauy,  under  Captain  Dayton,  and  proceeded  to 
Mdunt  Vomnn,  where  we  waited  abont  two  hours  until  the  moon 
ri>»e.  Wo  then  marched  all  night,  camping  the  next  morning  (the 
2ai)  for  breakfast,  near  Ottawa  Jones's.  Before  we  nri'ived  at  this 
point  ufvrs  had  been  received  (hat  Lawrenre  had  been  destniyed,  and 
a  question  was  raJBod  whether  we  shonld  return  or  go  i)n.  During- 
Ihe  forenoon,   however,  we  proceeded  np  Ottawa  Creek   to   within 


I8S6.)  THE  POTTAWATOMIE  EXECUTIONS.  268 

About  five  milea  of  PHlinjra,  and  went  Into  camp  near  the  residenoe 
of  Captain  Shore.  Here  we  remRined  undecided  over  night.  About 
uiiOQ  the  next  day,  the  23d,  uld  John  Bruwn  came  to  ine  and  said  he 
bad  just  received  infonnation  that  trunble  was  expected  on  the  Potta- 
watumie,  and  wanted  tu  know  if  I  would  take  nif  team  and  take  him 
and  h»  bojB  back,  m>  that  they  could  keep  wutch  of  what  was  going 
on.  I  told  him  I  would  do«).  The  party — consiatiugof  John  Brown, 
Frederick  Bruwn,  Owen  Brown,  WMtson  Brown,  Oliver  Brown, 
Henry  Thompson  (John  Brown's  soii-in-law),  and  Mr.  Wiener  —  were 
aoun  ready  for  the  trip,  and  we  stnrled,  as  near  as  I  can  remember, 
about  two  o'clock  p.  h.  All  of  the  jiarty  eicept  Mr.  Wiener,  who 
rode  a  pony,  rode  with  mo  in  my  wagim.  When  within  two  or  three 
milea  of  the  Pottawatomie  Creek  we  turned  off  the  main  road  to  the 
right,  drove  down  into  the  edge  of  the  timber  between  two  deep  ra- 
vines, and  camped  about  one  mile  above  Dutch  Henry's  Crossing. 
After  my  team  was  fed  and  the  party  had  taken  supper,  J<ihn  Brown 
told  me  for  the  first  time  what  he  proposed  to  do.  He  said  be  wanted 
me  to  pilot  the  company  up  to  the  forks  of  the  creek,  some  five-or 
sil  miles  above,  into  the  neighborhood  in  which  I  lived,  and  show 
them  where  all  the  prosUver;  men  resided ;  that  he  proposed  to 
sweep  the  creek  as  be  came  down  of  all  the  pmslavcry  men  liviug  on 
it.  I  positively  refused  to  do  it.  He  insisted  nptm  it;  but  when 
he  found  that  I  would  not  go  he  decided  to  postpone  the  expedition 
nntil  the  following  night.  I  theu  wanted  to  take  my  team  and  go 
home,  but  he  refused  to  let  me  do  so,  and  said  1  should  remain  with 
them.  We  remained  in  cjtnip  that  ni^ht  and  all  day  the  next  day. 
Sometime  after  dark  we  were  onlered  to  march." 

Townaley  has  related,  not  always  in  the  same  manner,  and 
with  more  or  less  vartatioii  from  the  fact  (as  in  the  above 
statement,  which  is  somewhat  incorrect,  though  mainly 
true),  how  the  five  men  were  called  out  and  despatched,  — 
alleging  that  he  bad  no  hand  in  the  actual  slaughter,  but 
that  John  Brown  had.'  1  have  talked  with  those  present, 
and  find  reason  to  doubt  this.  Whatever  Townsley's  part 
may  have  been,  t  am  convinced  that  John  Brown  did  not 
raise  his  own  hand  or  discharge  his  weapon  against  his  vic- 
tims. He  was  no  less  responsible  for  their  death  than  if  he 
had  done  so,  and  this  he  never  denied.  But  for  some  reason 
he  l^ose  not  to  strike  a  blow  himself ;  and  this  is  what  Sal- 
mon Brown  meant  when  he  declared  that  his  father  "  was 
)  Owen  Brown  and  Henry  Thompson  deny  thii. 
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not  a  participator  in  the  deed."  It  was  a  very  narrow  inteN 
pretation  of  the  word  "participator''  which  would  permit 
such  a  denial ;  but  it  vs-as  no  doubt  honestly  made,  although 
for  the  purpose  of  disguising  what  John  Brown's  i-eal  agency 
in  the  matter  Was.  He  was,  in  fact,  the  originator  and  per- 
former of  thene  es'^^'utiona,  although  the  hands  that  dealt 


te».^« 


the  wounds  were  those  o " 
were  but  three  or  four. 
lasses,  or  artillery  sabres, 
a  military  company  in  0 
iu  1855  by  John  Brown, 
like  an  old  Boman  sword, 
expedition  at  the  camp  ( 
bodies  of  the  dend  were  fo 


"he  actual  executioners 
I  used  were  shoi't  cut- 
sen  originally  worn  by 
e  brought  from  Akron 
-cie  straight  and  broad, 
1  freshly  ground  for  this 
n  Brown,  Jr.'     When  the 
re  went  up  a  cry  that  they 


had  been  mutilnted;  but  tnis  was  beeanse  of  the  weapons 
used.  Their  death  was  speedy  and  with  little  noise,  the  use 
of  fire-arms  being  forbidden.  A  single  shot  was  fired  during 
the  five  executions ;  but  when,  and  for  what  purpose,  the 
witnesses  are  in  dispute.     The  Doyles  were  first  slain,  then 

'  The  swixls  u-*<I  were  not  Rabres  exjirtly,  but  wcaponi  ninJe  likp  tlie 
Homan  uliiirt-Bivoi'd,  of  whiili  six  or  ciglit  hait  Veil  given  to  Bro*n  in 
Akron,  Oliio,  jUBt  before  lie  nent  to  Kansas,  by  GpTiernl  Bicroe  of  tliat 
city,  who  loolt  Iheni  Trom  an  okl  armory  there.  They  hiul  bwn  tlie  swords 
of  an  ai-tillfry  cota|iHiiy,  tbvn  disbanded,  which  General  Ttierce  had  sonie- 
Ihing  to  do  with,  and  there  were  also  some  giitis  and  old  bayotieta  BRioDg 
these  arms.  The  bayonets  would  not  lit  any  guna  the  Kansas  people 
had  ;  and  so  in  Decpmber,  1855,  when  the  Browna  went  np  to  defend 
Ijwrence  for  the  first  time,  thi'y  faiteued  some  of  them  on  sticks,  and 
intended  to  nse  them  in  defending  brenstworks.  They  wero  thrown 
loosely  "into  the  bed  of  the  wagon,"  —  not  set  np  aWut  it  for  jianid",  aa 
some  have  said,     Thero  wen-  also  sonic  vurved  awonla  among  these  Akron 

'  When  Brown  called  for  roliinteers  to  go  on  a  secret  expe<lition,  his  son 
at  drtt  [jiiestiucnnl  the  wisdom  of  rcdncing  his  main  force  in  this  way  ;  but 
as  only  eight  men  were  wauled  no  serions  opposition  was  made,  and  John 
Brown,  Jr.,  says  :  "  We  aided  him  in  his  outfit,  and  I  assisted  in  the 
sharpening  of  his  ciitlaSHos.  James  ToH'dsley,  who  resided  near  Pottawa- 
tomie Creek,  voluntecn^t  to  return  with  his  team,  and  otfereil  to  point  out 
the  abodes  of  auch  as  lie  thought  should  be  dis[>04n1  of.  Ho  man  of  oitr 
entire  numl>er  could  fail  to  iindei^tand  that  a  retaliatory'  blow  wonld  fa]]  ; 
yet  when  fallier  and  his  little  liand  departed,  they  were  sidntcil  by  all  our 
men  with  a  rousini;  eheer."  All  the  survivors  of  the  "  little  band,"  eicept 
Tnwnsley,  deny  that  Brown  "  proposed  to  sweep  the  creek." 


18H.)  .  TBB  POTTAWATOMn;  EXBCDTIOKa  265 

Wilkinsoo;  and  fiDally  the  ShermaoB  -were  visited,  theii 
guests  captured  and  questioned,  but  only  William  ShermaD 
executed.  The  testimony  of  James  Harris,  one  of  the  com- 
rades of  William  Sherman,  who  was  allowed  to  go  unpun- 
ished, was  given  in  these  words  before  the  Cougressioaal 
Committee  of  1866:'— 


"  On  Sunday  moming,  May  25,  1856,  about  two  A.  v.,  while  my 
wife  aad  child  aad  myself  were  in  bed  in  the  house  where  we  lived, 
near  Henry  Sherman's,  we  were  aroused  by  a  company  of  men  who 
said  tbey  belonged  to  the  Northern  aniiy,  and  who  were  each  anued 
with  a  sabre  and  two  revolvers,  two  of  whom  I  recognized ;  namely, 
a  Mr.  Brown,  whose  given  name  I  do  not  remember  (aomiDunly 
known  by  the  appellation  of  'old  man  Brown'),  and  hia  eon  Owen 
Brown.  Tbey  r«me  into  the  house  and  approached  the  bedside 
where  we  were  lying,  and  ordered  us,  together  with  three  other  men 
who  were  in  the  Kame  house  with  me,  to  surrender;  that  the  Nortlicru 
anny  was  upon  us,  end  it  would  be  no  use  fur  us  to  resist.  Tlie 
names  of  these  other  men  who  were  then  in  the  house  with  me  were 
William  Sherman  and  John  S.  Whiteman  ;  the  other  man  I  did 
not  know.  They  were  stopping  with  me  that  night.  They  had 
bought  a  eow  from  Henry  Sherman,  and  intended  to  go  home  the 
next  morning.  When  they  enme  up  to  tlie  bed,  some  had  ilrawn 
sabres  in  [heir  hands,  and  some  revolvers.  They  then  took  into  their 
possession  two  rillea  and  a  bowie-knife,  which  1  had  there  in  the 
room  (there  was  but  one  room  in  my  houae),  snd  afterwards  ran- 
sacked the  whole  establishment  in  search  of  ammanition.  They 
then  took  one  of  these  three  men,  who  were  staying  in  my  house, 
out.  (Thia  was  the  man  whose  name  I  <lid  not  know.)  He  came 
back.  They  then  took  me  oat,  and  nsked  me  if  there  were  any 
more  men  about  the  place.  I  told  them  there  were  not.  They 
searched  the  place,  but  found  no  others  hut  us  four.  They  asked 
ine  where  Henry  Sherman  was.  (Henry  was  a  brother  to  William 
Sherman.)  I  told  them  he  was  out  on  the  plains  in  search  of  some 
cattle  which  he  had  lost.  They  askod  me  if  I  had  ever  taken  any 
hand  in  aiding  proslavery  men  in  ciiming  to  the  Territory  of  Kansas, 
or  had  ever  taken  any  hand  in  the  last  troubles  at  Lawrence ;  they 
askeil  me  whether  I  had  ever  done  the  Free-State  party  any  harm,  or 
ever  intended  to  do  that  party  any  barm ;  they  asked  me  what  made 

'  Jsmes  HsnwBy,  who  t«lked  vfith  Harris  more  than  once  •fl«r  the 
affair,  say*  that  this  testimony  differed  fiom  the  accounts  Hsrris  privately 
gave. 
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tnfi  live  at  such  a  pWe.  I  then  anewereil  that  I  could  get  higher 
tvagra  there  than  auywhere  else.  They  askoi]  iiie  if  there  were  any 
briillca  or  Baddies  about  the  premises.  I  told  them  there  was  oue 
saddle,  which  they  Uink  :  luid  tbcy  aUo  took  poeBession  of  Henry 
Shennan'a  horae,  whii'h  I  had  at  my  place,  and  iiiiide  ino  saddle  hiio. 
They  then  said  if  I  ivuulil  Hnswor  uo  to  oU  the  questioas  which  they 
had  asked  me,  ihcy  would  L'         '  Old  Mr.  Brown  and  his  sim 

then  went  iuto  th..>  house  wii  ther  three  men  —  Mr.  Wil- 

liam Shennan,  Mr.  Whiten  fnnger  —  were  iu  the  houso 

all  this  time.     After  old  i  nd  his  sod  went  into  the 

houso  with  me,  old  man  Br  r.  Shennan  to  go  out  with 

him ;  and  Mr.  Sherman  thi  th  old  Mr.  Brown,  nnd  aii' 

other  man  came  into  the  h<  'b  place.      I  heard  nothing 

more  for  about  fiffeen  niinui  he  Northern  army,  as  they 

rtyled  themselves,  stayed  in  «  wo  heard  a  eap  burst,  and 

then  these  two  mpu  left.  That  Tnommg,  about  ten  .iVlopk,  I  f.mnd 
William  Shorman  dead  in  the  crceh  near  my  house.  I  was  looking 
fur  him ;  as  he  bad  not  come  back,  I  thought  he  had  been  murdered. 
I  took  Mr.  William  Shennan  out  of  the  creek  and  CMinined  him. 
Mr.  Whiteman  was  with  me.  Sheniinn's  ekidl  was  split  open  in 
two  places,  and  some  of  his  brains  was  washed  out  by  the  water,  A 
Jm£(!,hotc  was  rut  in  Ins  breast,  aud  his  left  h.ind  w:ls  cut  off  except 
ft  Ijttje  piecB  of  skin  on  one  eide.     We  huried  him." 

Mr.  Hanway  used  to  declare  tliat  this  James  Harris  told 
him  that  when  the  avenging  party  first  entered  the  house 
his  wife  supposed  they  were  Missouri  men,  arrived  there  for 
the  purpose  of  dri\ing  out  the  Free-State  settlers.  Mrs. 
Wilkinson,  an  unfortunate  woman  who  had  tried  in  vain  to 
heep  her  husbind  from  engaging  in  the  outrages  against 
their  Free  stite  neighbors,  was  visited  early  in  the  morn- 
ing after  the  exeeutions  liy  Dr.  Gilpatrick  and  Mr.  Grant, 
two  Free  Sttte  men  who  went  to  her  house  (which  was  the 
jwst-othce)  to  get  their  mail.  They  found  the  poor  woman 
weeping,  ind  saMng  that  a  party  of  men  had  been  to  the 
house  during  the  night  and  tiiken  her  husband  out ;  she  had 
heard  that  morning  that  Mr.  Doyle  had  been  killed  within 
the  night,  and  she  was  afraid  tliat  her  husband  had  been 
killed  also.  Among  other  reasons  that  she  gave  for  fearing 
this,  he  had  said  to  her  the  night  before  that  there  was  going 
to  be  an  attfwk  made  upon  the  Free-State  men,  nnd  that 
by  the  next  Saturday  night  there  would  not  be  a  Free-Stat« 
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settler  left  on  the  creek.  These,  she  said,  were  hia  laBt 
words  to  her  the  night  before  as  they  were  going  to  sleep. 
Her  testimony  before  the  Congressional  Committee  was  as 
follows  :  — 

...  "On  the  35th  of  Mnj  Insl,  somewhere  between  the  hoars  d 
miJnight  and  duyhreak,  I  cannot  say  cxiu-.tly  at  what  huur,  after  n 
atl  liuil  retired  to  beil,  we  were  dialurbed  bj  the  hftrkiog  of  the  diigj. 
I  w»9  Bick  with  the  measles,  and  woko  up  Mr.  Wilkiii»ua,  and  asked  1 
hitii  if  he  heurd  the  n>i)K,  and  what  it  meant.     He  eaid  it  wna  ntilj   I 
«oine  one  pas^ug  about,  and  bmid  after  whs  again  iwleep.     It  wm'i 
nut  lung  before  the  dog  raged  and  harked  furiously,  awakening  in 
once  more;  pretty  soon  I  heard  footsteps  as  of  men  ajiproiiehing;  ] 
saw  one  pass  by  the  window,  and  some  one  knoeked  at  the  diwr. 
asked,  '  WIio  is  that  t '      No  one  aiiawered.      I  awoke  my  hnsband,'' 
who  asked.  '  Who  is  ihut  t '     Some  one  replied,  '  I  want  you  to  \ 
tell  mo  the  way  to  Dotch  Henry's.'      He  iroinmenoed  to  tell  thetn, 
and  thoy  said,  '  Cotne  out  and  show  us.'      He  waiitcil  to  go,  hut  I    ' 
would  not  let  him ;  he  then  told  them  it  wne  diifieult  to  find  hia 
ulolhes,  and  could  tetl  ihein  as  well  withunt  going  out  of  doors.    The 
men  out  of  doors  sflcr  that  stepped  buck,  and  I  thought  I  eould  hear 
thfitn  whispering ;  hut  ihny  immedinlely  returned,  aud  as  lh«y  ap- 
proached, one  of  ihein  asked   my  husbaud,   'Are  yon  a   Northern 
aniilnT'      He   nuaivered,    'I    am.'      I   understood    the   answer   to 
.mean  that  my  husKind  was  opposed  to  the  Northern  or  Free-S<iil 
party.      I  cannot  say  thHt  I  imdcrxlJiod  the  question.      Sfy  hushiind 
was  A  proslavery  man,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Territoriiil  Legisla. 
tore  held  at  Bhawnee  Mission.      When  my  husband  said,  'I  am,' 
one  of  them  said,  '  Yon  are  my  prisoner ;  do  jon  Hurronder  T '     Ho 
SHid,  '  Gentlemen,  I  do.'    They  said,  '  0|>cn  the  door.'    Mr.  WU- 
Icinsnn  told  ihem  to  wait  till  he  made  a  light,  and  they  rnplicd,  '  If    , 
you  don't  open  it,  we  will  open  it  fur  you,'     He  opened  the  doot 
against  my  wishes  ;  four  tnen  eaine  in  ;  my  hosband  wns  told  to  pnt 
on  his  clothes,  and  tliey  asked  him  if  there  were  not  more  men  nhuut. 
They  searrhcd  for  arms,  and  took  a  gun  and  powder-flask,  —  all  the 
weapon  that  was  shont  the  house.     1  iiepged  them  lo  let  Mr.  Wil- 
kinson Slay  with  niC)  saying  that  I  wus  sick  and  helpless,  and  coold 
not  stay  hy  roysclf.     The  old  man,  who  seemed  to  be  in  e»mmand,  < 
looked  nt  mo,  and  then  amnnd  at  the  cliildren,  and  repli(>d,  '  Yon 
have  neighbors.'     I  said,  '  So  I  haie ;  hut  they  arc  not  here,  and  I  1 
canni>t  go  for  them.'     Tlie  old  man  replied,  '  It  matters  not.'    Theyd 
tlipii  took  my  husband  away.     One  at  tliein  cauie  biick  nud  timk  tWOj| 
saddles;  I  asked  what  they  were  going  lo  do  with  him.  and  he  sai^V 
'  Take  him  a  ptiianor  to  the  cainp.* .    I  want«d  one  of  them  to  eiaf  I 
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with  am.  He  said  '  lie  would,  but  they  would  nut  let  him.'  Aft«i 
they  were  gone,  I  thought  1  heard  iny  husbiknd's  voioe  in  cumpliUDt, 
bat  do  not  kuow ;  weut  to  the  door,  and  &1I  waa  Btlll.  Next  inura- 
ing  Mr.  WUkinson  Wiis  found  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  ^im 
the  huuBC,  in  soim;  dead  brush.  1  helioTe  thai  one  of  Ciiptain  Bniwn's 
sons  was  in  the  pLirty  iiho  Diurdered  my  husband ;  I  heard  a  voice 
like  his.  I  do  Qnt  knuw  CupIoiD  Brown  himself.  The  cdd  man  who 
seemed  to  be  ciiiiiiimudcr  wn  .as  &nd  n  Gtniw  httt,  pulled 

down  over  his   fut-i'.     Hu  u  a  tall,  narrow-faced, 

elderly  man.      I  would  rouoj,  coi^id  fiee  bicn.      My  hus- 

band was  a  quiel  man,  aud  wt  J  in  arresting  or  disturbing 

anybody."  ' 

There  is  little  reason  t  iX  this  account  is  aub- 

staotially  coTrect.     The  a  of  the  actioD,  like  tlie 

deed  itself,  worR  bloody,  anu  ii.  la  not  plpasant  to  read  them 
or  relate  them ;  but  they  were  the  opening  scenes  of  war,  and 
in  requital  for  bloodier  and  quite  inexcusable  deeds  which 
had  preceded  them.  Brown  loU(^  foresaw  the  deadly  conflict 
with  the  slave-power,  which  culminated  in  the  Civil  War,  and 
was  eager  to  begin  it,  that  it  might  be  the  sooner  over.  He 
knew  —  what  few  could  then  believe  —  that  slavery  must 
perish  in  blood  ; "  and,  though  a  peaceful  man,  he  had  no 
scruples  about  shedding  blood  in  so  good  a  cause.  The 
American  people  a  few  years  after  engaged  in  organized 
bloodshed  for  the  attack  and  defence  of  slavery,  and  hundreds 
of  thottsands  of  men  died  in  the  cause  that  Brown  had  killed 
and  been  killed  to  maintain.  Yet  we  who  praise  Grant  for 
those  military  movements  which  caused  tJie  bloody  death 
of  thousands,  are  so  inconsistent  as  to  denounce  Brown  for 
the  death  of  these  five  men  in  Kansas.  If  Brown  was  a 
murderer,  then  Grant  and  Sherman,  and  Hancock  and  the 
other  Union  generals,  are  tenfold  murderers,  —  for  they 
simply  did  on  a  grand  scale  what  he  did  on  a  small  one. 
War  is  murder,  —  in  one  of  its  aspects  it  is  deliberate  and 
repeated  murder ;  and  yet  the  patriot  warrior  who  goes 
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to  battle  in  behalf  of  his  ooaatry  is  not  arraigned  for  murder, 
bat  honored  as  a  hero.  This  is  so  even  when  by  stratagem, 
or  midnight  assault,  he  slays  hundreds  of  defenceless  peo- 
ple ;  for  the  causa  in  which  he  fights  is  supposed  to  excuse 
all  atrocious  deeds.  A  like  excuse  must  serve  for  this 
violent  but  salutary  act  of  John  Brown ; '  and  it  was  in  this 
way  that  he  defended  it  to  those  who  served  under  him, 
and  by  whose  hands  the  deed  was  done.  I  have  talked 
with  more  than  one  of  these  men,  and  from  one  of  them  I 
had  this  statement :  — 

"  Jobo  Brown  did  no  shnotiDg  in  mj  pnisence,  trod  I  think  he  hod 
notbiog  tn  do  with  the  killiug  of  nny  of  the  five  men.  At  a  consul' 
tatioQ  on  Middle  Cre«k  the  question  came  up  who  would  join  ;  I 

opposed  the  scheme  for  a  time,  and opposed  it  all  the  time, 

and  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  except  that  he  went  along  with  ns. 
John  BrowD  thought  it  a  matter  of  duty  that  there  should  be  a  little 
bloodletting  on  both  sides ;  he  not  only  approved  these  execatioDB, 
but  plHDDed  and  carried  them  tlirough  very  succesafally.*  I  reflected 
that  these  men  were  inflaential  persons,  leading  men,  and  among  the 
worst  holding  office  [referring  particularly  to  Wilkinson  and  Geu^e 
Wilson],  and  I  agreed  with  Brown  it  was  a  matter  of  duty  ;  yet  I 

'  Charlw  Robinson,  vbo  bad  as  many  minds  about  the  Pottswatomitt 
aflair  u  bis  Democratic  friends  used  to  baie  about  eiavery  itself,  chatsc- 
terized  it  thus  ins  letter  of  Dre.  21, 1879,  published  io  theTopeks  •' Com- 
monwealth "  of  Jan.  8,  1880  {ht  hss  since  called  John  Brown  sit  sorts  of 
names,  jnttit  quod  ^lendida  fti/ij)  i  "It  had  the  effect  to  strika  terror 
into  the  hearts  of  all  proslavery  men,  and  had  its  iDdaence  in  the  ){eDeral 
melee.  The  proelavery  party  could  Uke  no  exceptions  to  it,  ss  it  had 
inaugurated  the  war,  and  all  the  Free-State  nieii  can  ssy  in  its  defence  is, 
it  was  an  incident  of  the  civil  war  set  on  foot  by  the  slsve-power.  .  .  . 
Rut  was  John  Brown  at  heart  a  murderer  in  this  butchery  I  I  think  not. 
He  worshipped  the  God  of  Joshuo  and  David,  who  ordered  all  the  enemiea 
ol  hia  people  slaughtered,  including  non-combatants,  women,  and  children, 
flocks  and  herds,  md  '  everything  thst  bresthed.'  John  Brown  seemed 
to  believe  he  was  the  special  messenger  and  servant  of  this  God  ;  and  lie 
may  have  been  as  sincere  as  was  Abraham  when  lie  slretched  forth  bis 
hand  to  take  the  knife  to  slay  his  own  son.  or  as  Joshua  when  he  slaughtered 
all  that  breathed  of  his  enei.iira." 

'  The  following  anecdote  is  said  to  rest  on  th<»  testimony  of  James 
Christian,  a  Kansas  Democrat.  How  good  authority  this  may  he  I  can- 
not say,  but  give  it  as  I  find  it:  "Jerome  Rlnnville  was  the  man  who 
waa  stopping  at  Dntch  Henry's  on  the  night  of  the  massacre,  and  was 
taken  out  to  he  killed,  as  the  others  were.     On  examination  he  was  found 
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WHS  opposed  to  diiiiig  il  myiielf.  I  snw  ttie  inconNisMni!]'  uf  tlJif.  nnd 
afteru-nrds  aelttl  con»iste>iiIy.  I  had  Been  Dojle  nail  his  boys  two  or 
throe  tiinc^,  HUil  kuw  tliorii ;  they  hiirbiircd  the  worst  mtSaiis,  and 
I  thought  thflin  iis  giiilly  ua  if  thej  had  done  the  deods  themselves. 
There  vraa  a  sigual  uudcr.sliiiid,  and  nu  filing  dune  in  the  first  upL'ra- 
iiiu  (at  DhjUj's),    The  sigual  was  wheu  John  BrowD  « 


ewurd;  thi'U  wc  were  tu  hcgi 
heard  but  une  shut  vhen  I 
Heurj-  Shennnn ;  it  waa  fire 
I  did  uot  know  ulint  it  meat 
tur;  disap proved  uf  the  kiUir 


e  of  u 


'  Vol 


ciilMiiiil]'  you  hnve  hrought  i 
au-ny  the  better.'  The  n:[>]_ 
Tbc  Border  KufBans  hud  fo 
and  the  knife  to  ilie 


4  fired.  I 
gunrd  ovojc  the  family  of 
■ek,  half  a  mile  anay,  nud 
avery  people  in  the  Terri- 
iir  fimung  them.  He  snjd 
Vim  see  what  a  lerrihie 
ids,  uud  the  siKiDer  you  go 
ud  tu  be  a  marked  man.' 
word  '  Wnr  i«  the  knife, 
3  spring  before  the  1' 


s  ;  after  tliat,  they  thought  the  kuifo  might  come  from 
the  other  side.  Libertjr  can  only  live  or  survive  by  the  shedding 
of  blood." 

TowHslcy  declares  that  when  he  and  others  of  the  party 
were  iniwiiliiig  to  slay  men  taken  by  surprise  and  unarmed, 
John  Brown  argued  that  it  was  a  jiist  and  neeessary  struke 
of  war;  and  said,  "It  is  better  that  ten  guilty  proslavery 
men  should  die,  than  that  one  Free-State  settler  should  be 
driven  out."  Townsley  a<l(ls  that  he  was  unwilling  to  have 
the  proslavery  men  who  lived  in  his  neighborhood  (Ander- 
son County,  near  Greeley)  attacked  by  Brown,  because  some 
of  them  were  good  men,  and  others  had  wives  who  had  been 
kind  to  his  wife.  He  thought  as  ill  as  Brown  did  of  the 
proslavery  probate  judge  Wilson,  then  supposed  to  be  at 
Dutch  Henry's,  and  was  willing  to  have  the  attack  made 
there.  He  was  also  ready  to  go  to  the  Doyles,  who,  "  when 
they  had  drunk  a  little  whiakey,  were  ready  to  do  what- 

to  be  only  a  trnvpller,  but  was  kejit  a  prisoner  until  morninft  nnd  then 
disclinrgpd.  Hi'  infnrmcr!  me  pereonnlly  who  were  tlie  prini'ijiai  ortors  in 
tliiit  dimming  niiiiiiiylit  tniKcdy,  and  mtid  tliat  the  n.'xt  iiiominx,  while 
tlie  old  man  raised  lii^  hnnds  to  HeaTen  to  ask  n  biL'saiiig.  they  were 
ntained  with  tlio  diicd  blood  of  his  victitna.  For  hriiig  too  free  iii  his 
I'xpreasioiiH  ahmt  the  matter  he  was  soon  after  shot  in  liis  wnfjoii,  between 
Bbirk  Jack  and  the  head  of  BtUl  Creek,   wliile  on  his  wav  to  Kuiisas 

ra.y." 
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ever  Dntcli  Henry  told  them."  Aocording  to  Townsley, 
WilkiusoD  was  born  in  the. North,  but  had  married  a  Ten- 
nessee wife,  and  adopted  her  view  of  slavery ;  he  was  the 
postmaster  at  Shermansville  (now  called  Lane),  and  vaa  an 
active  proslavery  leader,  like  Henry  Sherman  and  George 
Wilson. 1  Townsley  and  all  the  witnesses  agree  that  the 
horses  of  the  Shermans  were  taken  and  carried  with  the 
party  to  the  camp  of  John  Brown,  Jr.,  near  Ottawa  Jones's, 
where  they  arrived  late  on  the  night  of  the  24th.  The  next 
morning  Oliver  Brown  showed  his  brother  John  a  horse 
with  his  mane  and  tail  sheared,  saying,  "  Did  you  ever  see 
that  horse  before  ?  That  Is  Dutch  Henry's  gray  pony." 
This  horse  was  soon  after  taken  to  northern  Kansas  by 
some  Free-State  men,  who  gave  in  exchange  for  that  and 
other  horses  captured  on  the  Pottawatomie  some  fast  Ken- 
tucky horses,  on  one  of  which  Owen  Brown  afterward 
escaped  from  his  pursuers.  August  Bondl  says  of  the 
executions :  — 

"  Late  in  the  evening  of  M«y  25  I  arrived  at  mj  claim,  in  company 
with  an  old  neighbor,  Austin,  who  was  afterward  named  Old  Kill 
Devil,  from  a  riHe  he  bad  of  that  nwne.  The  fnmily  of  Benjamin 
(whom  we  had  left  wlien  we  departed  fur  camp)  had  disapficBTed, 
and  no  cattle  were  to  be  seen.  This  latter  was  a  Bcrious  inntt«r,  for 
there  was  nothing  left  in  the  shape  of  pruviBinne.  When  I  told  Aub- 
tin  that  I  was  willing  to  Btay  with  him  until  the  last  of  the  Border 
BnfiuinB  bud  left  the  country,  he  encouraged  me,  and  assured  me 
that  be  would  find  Benjamin's  famil;  and  protect  them  at  all  events. 
This  the  old  man  faithfully  did.  The  ueit  evening  (May  26)  I  arrived, 
tired  and  bnngry,  at  the  campiug-gruund  of  John  Brown,  a  log-cabin 
on  the  banks  of  Middle  Creek  upon  the  claim  of  his  brother-in-law 
Orson  Day.  This  is  one  of  the  houses  which,  under  the  name  of 
'  John  Brown's  cabin,'  has  since  become  famous.  The  Browns 
bnilt  it  as  a  first  shelter  in  the  winter  of  1855-56.  and  Day  dwelt 

I  Mra.  Risinf;,  s  ITen  Hampahire  woman,  who  then  lived  next  neighbor 
to  the  Wilkinsons,  told  a  friend  of  mine  that  she  knew  Mn.  Wilkiusan 
very  wall  before  »nd  after  the  killing  of  hpr  hiisbaml  ;  that  Mrs.  Wilkin- 
son said  she  had  peranndrd  hiui  to  tnke  the  praslnvery  side,  but  was  sorry 
for  it,  since  he  was  a  worse  man  alter  it  than  liefon;,  and  bad  treated 
her  badly.  Mrs.  Rising  added  tlutt  lie  n-ss  hnrah  stid  cruel  to  his  wife, 
who  was  a  delicate,  sickly  woman  ;  and  that  he  was  a  bad  man  in  other 
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in  it  after  Honh,  I85IJ.  It  staods  west  from  OiMwatoniie  uu  tho 
bottom  land  of  Nortli  MidJIe  Croek.  Here  bIhci  I  found  iny  Iril-nd 
Wiener,'  from  whom  I  first  heard  an  Brcmut  of  the  killing  of  Doyle 
and  hia  sons,  Wilklusun,  and  Dutch  Henry's  brother  Williiim.  In 
this  account  Wit'ucr  utver  eipresecd  himeclf  positively  as  to  who 
killed  those  persons,  ;iini  I  cnuld  only  rucss  fttmut  it.  I  waa  Ufl- 
Umiahed,  but  not  at  nil  dipfil""«o'l  Tho  men  killed  had  been  our 
neighbors,  and  I  nMs  siiltir  tud   witli  their  characterB 

to  know  that  they  wi're  ••!  tl  i-hich  a^rwarda  came  the 

Jainea  brothere,  the  Yoiio^e  it,  who  never  slirank  from 

perpetrating  orijiie  if  it  wiis  inttrCBt  of  the  pruslavery 

cause.     Aa  to  ihcir  itutece  Doyles  bud  been  '  slave' 

huntera '  before  they  came  U  had  brought  along  two  of 

their  blood -honuils.      Dutct  isu},  —  a.  German  from 

Oldenburg,  and  a  resident  of  1845,  —  had  amassed  coo- 

sidemblc  property  by  robbing  came  aroves  and  emigrant  trains.  He 
WHS  a  gbtnc,  six  feet  four  inches  high,  and  for  the  last  weeks  before 
his  death  had  made  it  his  pastime  (in  company  with  the  Doyles)  to 
break  in  tho  doora  of  Free-State  settlers,  frightening  and  insulting 
the  fauiilii's,  or  once  in  a  while  HllHcking  and  ill-treating  a  man 
whom  they  encountered  alone.  Wilkinson  was  one  of  the  few 
Southeruers  who  were  able  to  read  and  write,  and  whc)  prided  him- 
self accordingly.  He  was  a  member  of  [he  Uordcr  Kullian  Legisla- 
ture, and  11  principal  leader  in  all  attempta  to  annoy  and  extirpate 
the  Free-Stale  men.  Although  he  never  directly  participated  in  th« 
murders  and  robberies,  still  it  was  well  nnderstood  that  he  wa«  always 
informed  a  short  time  before  an  invasion  of  Mii^sourians  waa  to  occur; 
and  on  the  very  day  of  his  death  he  had  tanntingly  said  to  some  Free- 
Stale  men  that  in  a  few  days  the  last  of  them  would  be  either  dead 
or  out  of  the  Territory.  In  this  he  referred  to  the  coming  invasion 
of  Cook,  at  tho  head  of  two  hundred  and  fil\y  anncd  men  from  Bates 
County,  Mo.,  who  made  his  ap[>earance  about  tlie  27lh  of  May  and 
plundered  the  whole  region." 

A  startling  tale  has  been  tolrl,  but  without  good  authority, 
concerning  the  effect  produced  in  the  camp  on  the  Ottawa 

'  Wiener,  who  took  part  in  the  Pottawatomie  execnlion.s,  was  residing 
in  St.  Louis,  September,  1S55,  but  then  agreed  nitb  Benjamin  to  go  to 
Kansa.s  and  optin  n.  store  on  Bondi'x  clnim.  He  inrcnli'd  some  37,000  in 
goods,  and  took  them  to  Knii.sus  jnst  iifter  Boinii  hnil  pons  back  to  St 
Louis,  in  November.  In  Jlny,  185B,  Wiener  went  thire  to  buy  more 
goods,  and  Bondi  returned  to  Kansas  with  him.  Wiener  furnished  as  a 
gift  all  the  provisions  iiueJfd  by  the  two  rifie  companies  of  siity-fivB  men, 
when  tbey  Mt  out  for  Lawrance. 
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by  the  return  of  John  Brown,  —  bow  his  son  reaigned  the 
oommand  and  became  insane,  and  how  general  was  the  exe- 
cration against  Brown  for  his  bloody  deed.  Ko  doubt  it  was 
regi-etted  by  most  of  the  company,  and  it  is  true  that  John 
Brown,  Jr.,  resigned  his  captaincy.  But  this  was  for  other 
rea.sons,  and  the  insanity  which  soon  appeared  had  other 
causes.  Jason  Brown,  who  was  in  his  brother's  company, 
says:  "  On  the  afternoon  of  Monday,  May  26,  a  man  came 
to  us  at  Liberty  Hill  (eight  miles  north  of  Ottawa  Jones's 
bouse),  his  horse  reeking  with  sweat,  and  said,  '  Five  men 
have  been  killed  on  the  Pottawatomie,  horribly  cut  and 
mangled ;  and  they  say  old  John  Brown  did  it.'  Hearing 
this,  I  was  afraid  it  was  true,  and  it  was  the  most  ter- 
rible shock  that  ever  happened  to  my  feelings  in  my  life ; 
but  brother  John  took  a  different  view.  The  next  day, 
as  we  were  on  the  east  side  of  Middle  Creek,  I  asked 
father,  '  Did  you  have  any  hand  in  the  kilting  ?  '  He 
said,  'I  did  not,  but  I  stood  by  and  saw  it'  I  did  not 
ask  further,  for  fear  I  should  hear  something  I  did  not 
wish  to  hear.  Frederick  said,  '  I  could  not  feel  as  if  it  was 
right ; '  but  another  of  the  party  said  it  was  justifiable  as  a 
means  of  self-defence  and  the  defence  of  others.  What  I 
said  against  it  seemed  to  hurt  father  very  much ;  but  all  he 
said  was, '  God  is  ray  judge,  —  we  were  justified  under  the 
circumstances.'"  The  occasion  upon  which  John  BroWn, 
Jr.,  resigned  his  command  had  occurred  the  day  before,  —  the 
setting  free  by  him  of  some  slaves,  who  were  afterward  re- 
turned to  their  master.  On  the  Sunday  following  the  Pot- 
tawatomie executions,  but  before  the  tidings  reached  him, 
he  had  gone  with  Captain  Abbott,  the  rescuer  of  Branson, 
to  see  the  ruins  of  Lawrence,  and  on  his  way  back  with  a  file 
of  men,  John  Brown,  Jr.,  liberated  two  slaves  from  their 
Missouri  master,  near  I'almyra,  and  took  them  up  to  his 
camp,  while  the  master  fled  to  Missouri. 

The  arrival  of  these  slaves  in  camp  caused  a  commotion. 
The  act  of  freeing  them,  though  attended  by  no  violence  or 
bloodshed,  waa  freely  denounced,  and  in  accordance  with 
a  vote  given  l^  a  large  majority  of  the  men  they  were  or- 
dered to  go  back  to  their  master.  The  driver  of  the  team 
vbieh  carried  them  back,  overtakiog  him  on  his  way  to 
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Westport,  received  a  side-saddle  as  liia  reward  from  the 
grateful  slaveLolder,  Young  Brown,  feeling  insulted  by 
this  act  of  his  men,  refused  to  command  them  any  longer. 
But  in  the  mean  time  (so  fast  did  events  move  that  flay), 
while  the  compauy  from  Osawatomie  was  still  at  Liberty 
Hill,  two  or  three  miles  south  of  I'almyra,  a  company  of 
United  States  dragoons  "-■"—  ■■"  "—1  their  leader,  a  lieuten- 
ant, asked  to  see  the  c  f  the  Free-State  force. 
John  Brown,  Jr.,  who  lii  csigned,  sent  word  that 
if  the  lieutenant  would  ird  without  his  men  he 
(Brown)  would  meet  hii  ion,  says  John  Brown, 
Jr.,  "  A  solitni-y  horaema  ir  number  came  toward 
us,  and  I  rode  fiut  and  m  ;  introduced  himself  as 
Lieutenant  Iws,  if  I  ain  '.n,  and  toid  me  that  he 
had  been  sent  by  Colone.  _.  ..,  ^.len  in  command  of  the 
Federal  troops  in  Kansas,  with  an  order  for  all  armed  bodies 
of  men  on  either  side  to  disperse  and  return  to  their  homes, 
—  adding  that  Colonel  Sumner  had  nndertiiken  to  prevent 
hostile  meetings  of  armed  men.  The  lientenaut  hoped  we 
would  not  delay  in  complying  with  the  order,  and  further 
said  that  he  was  then  on  his  way  to  disperse  the  force  of 
Georgians,  who,  he  had  been  informed,  were  in  camp  a  few 
miles  oast.  Ho  and  his  uien  then  rode  away  in  that  direc- 
tion, while  I  returned  and  related  what  the  lieutenant  had 
said.  It  gave  much  satisfaction ;  for  we  were  all  anxious 
to  be  at  home  and  attend  to  the  planting  of  our  spring 
crops,  which  had  seemed  likely  to  be  prevented,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  openly  avowed  plan  of  our  enemies.  We 
did  not  return  to  our  first  place  of  encampment,  but  at 
once  began  our  homeward  march,  and  reached  Ottawa 
Jones's  j)lace,  where  we  met  my  father,  about  ten  o'clock 
that  evening."  The  attack  of  insanity,  which  came  on 
after  this,  does  not  seem  to  have  been  caused  by  the  news 
from  I'ottawatomio,  but  by  the  hardships,  exposure,  and 
aujtiety  to  which  John  Brown,  Jr.,  had  been  subjected,  and 
which  were  soon  to  be  redoubled  by  the  harsh  treatment 
of  his  captors 

The  tidings  of  the  executions  inflamed  the  Border  Ruf- 
fians greatly,  as  was  natural,  and  gave  an  excuse  for  the 
activity  of  the  Federal  troops  ou  the  side  of  the  slave- 


1856.]  THE  POTTAWATOMIE  EXECUTIONS.  275 

holders.  Warrauta  had  already  been  issued  for  the  arrest 
of  the  BrowuB  aa  conspltators  against  the  Territorial  gov- 
ernment i  and  these  were  now  served  by  civil  officers  who 
had  a  strong  military  force  behind  them.  We  saw  in  the 
last  chapter  John  Brown's  explanation  of  his  sons'  capture.*  ' 
I  will  now  give  in  the  words  of  those  sons  the  events 
accompanying  it.     John  Brown,  Jr.,  says :  — 

"  We  got  back  to  Oaawatomie  from  our  five  daja'  campaigii,  toward 
eveuiog  oa  the  26th  of  May.  The  same  night  I  went  to  the  Ixmse  of 
Mr.  Adair,  where  I  found  my  wife  and  Bon,  Jason  and  hie  wife  add 
their  little  boy.  Jason  and  I  remained  there  all  night ;  but  next 
morning,  learning  tliat  a  man  named  Hughes,  of  Oeawalouiie,  a  pre- 
tended Free-Slitte  inaa,  was  heading  a  party  to  uipture  as,  Mr. 
Adsir  did  not  consider  it  prudent  Tor  us  to  stay  lunger,  Hud  advised 
us  to  secrete  ourselves  in  a  ravine  on  his  place  well  tilled  with  small 
undergrowth.  He  told  us  he  liad  received  word  that  the  United  Slates 
Marshal  had  warrants  for  U3  and  all  of  our  family,  —  also  fur  Mr. 
Willialns,  Williiini  Partridge,  and  several  others,  —  and  that  Huglies 
wanted  b>  distinguisli  himself  by  taking  us,  though  pretending  to  be 
friendly.  Jason  started  at  once  on  foot  for  Lawrence,  saying  thai 
if  there  was  a  warrant  out  for  him  he  would  go  there  and  give 
himself  up  to  a  United  States  officer  rather  than  be  taken  by  n  posse 
made  up  of  Missourians  and  Buford'a  men.  While  on  his  way  to 
Lawrence  he  was  captured  near  Stanton  (now  called  Rantoul)  by 
just  such  a  gang  ns  he  hoped  to  avoid,  and  was  taken  at  once  to 
Paola,  then  called  Bnptiateville.  I  took  my  rifle  and  horse  and  went 
into  the  ravine  on  Mr.  AdaiHs  land,  remaining  there  through  that 
day  (May  27)  and  the  following  night.  Abcmt  four  o'clock  p.m.  I 
W8B  joined  by  my  brother  Owen,  who  had  been  informett  at  Mr. 
AdMHs  of  my  whereabouts.  He  bnnight  with  him  into  the  brush 
&  valuable  running  horse,  mate  of  the  one  I  had  with  ine.  These 
horses  had  been  taken  by  Free-Stale  men  near  the  Neliniska  line 
and  eithauged  fur  burses  obtained  in  the  way  of  reprisals  further 
south  ;  and  while  on  foot  a  few  miles  sonth  of  Ottawa  Jones''  plawi. 
May  26,  I  had  been  offered  one  of  these  to  ride  the  remaining  distance 
to  Osawatoinie.  Owen's  horse  was  wet  with  sweat ;  and  he  told  me 
of  the  narrow  escape  he  had  just  bad  from  a  number  of  armed  pm- 
slavery  men  who  had  their  headquarters  at  Tooley's,  —  a  house  at  the 
foot  <if  the  hill,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  west  of  Mr.  Adair's.  Their 
guards,  seeing  him  in  the  road  coming  dovra  the  hill,  gave  a  signal, 

'  See  Brown's  Second  Campaign  in  Esnsts,  p.  237. 
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null  at  oiic«  tlic  wliuli:  a'^og  were  in  hot  chase.  The  eiipcriur  Hei-t- 
ness  of  the  horac  Uivcii  r^jilB  alone  wivnl  biui.  He  eichuliged  horaus 
with  me,  and  thiil  night  furded  the  Marais  dt<a  Cjgafs,  and  going  by 
Slantou  (ur  .Staii'lil'onl,  as  it  wu^  suiiictitiieij  callpd),  rwriiesed  the 
river  to  fathu]-'^  uiiii))  ubnut  &  mile  n»rth  uf  the  hiiuae  uf  Mr.  Day. 
Until  Owen  luld  me  that  uight,  I  did  uul  kDow  where  father  could  be 
fduad.  The  next  miimiiig  early  I  went  to  Mr.  Adair's  huuse;  and 
was  there  hiit  n  few  iiKiiiiei  suddenly  rude  up  a  Dumber 

of  United  Stalts  cavalry,  »  ile  willing  to  sec ;  but  while 

iu  cuuversation  with  tlicir  tei  of  mounted  Hissouriaos 

came  up  also,  and  with  ti  id  States  Marshal,  whom  I 

knew,  but  did  Dtit  wish  I  nd  to  me  a  warrant  for  my 

arrest,  which  chtirgeJ  me  against  the   Unil«d  States. 

Beaistance  was  of  course  ■nWoa.     It  was  then   I  dia- 

eiivered  that  the  soldiers  ruply  us  a  posse  to  aid  the 

marshal;    ni)d   i   went   ilIo  i  ;i>n    acnompanied   by  all  of 

these  as  far  as  where  Captain  Wood  uf  the  cavalry  had  his  camp, 
ueur  0«iwatomie,  whrti  the  soldiers  returned  to  their  camp,  aud 
the  others  went  on  n-itli  me  to  Paola.  There  I  found  Jason  and 
several  otliera  of  our  tuen,  including  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Pnrtridge, 
and,  1  think,  Mr.  Ucujamiu." 

Siicli  were  the  adveutures  of  one  brother,  before  he  joined 
the  other  in  captivity,  at  Haptisteville,'  now  called  Paola. 
Jason's  adventures  were  even  more  romantic.  He  had 
parted  from  his  father.  May  26,  early  in  the  morning,  after 
the  conversation  already  qnoted,  and  had  returned  with  a 
heavy  heart  to  Osawatomie,  where  his  family  were.  His 
brother  John  was  suffering  from  his  sleepless  anxieties,  al- 
though he  afterward  became  much  worse  ; '  and  the  conduct 

'  This  is  »  town  of  eoriie  importance  hptwwn  Osnwatomii'  and  the 
Missouri  bordfi,  ond  alxiut  ten  miles  northenst  of  Mr.  Ailiiir'a  houao. 
Its  name  in  18S8  (pronounced  colloquially  •' Batteravillp")  was  given 
in  honor  of  an  Indinn,  —  Baptisle  Pnoria,  —  from  who™  hist  nnrne.  by 
corruption,  thv  present  title  of  the  tovin  Heems  to  Im  derived.  It  wna  a 
proslnvery  BetCleinr-at  at  that  time,  while  Osaw.itomie  was  celebrated  for 
its  antislavery  eharaftcr. 

*  Mr.  Adair  toUl  nu-,  when  1  visited  him  in  18S2,  amonj;  liii  orehnrrli 
and  vines  at  Osawalnmie,  that  John  Brown,  Jr.,  wa.t  "beside  liiiusi-lf" 
when  he  came  to  the  Ailair  i>Iace  tlouday  uigbt,  MaySfl.with  .lasou  :  that 
he  hail  bi^n  without  sleep  several  uicbti-,  aud  waa  pt^rhajis  ili>.tiirbwl  also 
by  the  killing  of  the  Doyira,  etc.  Thinking  bini  in  such  u  condition  aa 
made  it  unsafe  to  have  him,  fully  armed,  in  the  house,  some  of  hia  friends. 
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of  his  father  at  Pottawatomie  weighed  on  Jason's  compas- 
sionate  mind.  His  uncle  Adair  could  give  them  no  protec- 
tion, and  was  endangered  himself  hy  their  presence.  Jason 
therefore  set  forth  alone  and  on  foot  across  the  prairie 
north  of  the  Marais  des  Cygnea,  to  go  back  to  the  friendly 
house  of  Ottawa  Jones,  the  Christian  Indian,  and  thence  to 
Lawrence,  where  he  meant  to  give  himself  up  to  "  Uncle 
Sam's  "  troops,  and  not  to  the  Border  Ruffians.  He  had 
not  gone  far  when  he  saw  in  the  distance  towards  Faola  a 
dozen  horsemen,  whom  he  took  to  be  MissouriaoB,  moving 
southwest  toward  the  Browns'  settlement  on  Middle  Creek, 
while  he  was  travelling  northwest  from  Osawatomie.  Their 
lines  of  travel  soon  intersected,  and  Jason,  going  up  to  one 
of  the  horsemen,  inquired  the  way  to  Ottawa  Jones's.  The 
leader  of  the  party  with  an  oath  exclaimed :  "  You  are  one 
of  the  men  we're  hunting  for; "and  levelled  his  rifle  at 
him.  Jason  stood  still,  and  the  men  began  to  question  him 
.  rapidly,  "  What  isyourname?"  "Jason  Brown."  —  "The 
son  of  old  John  Brown  ?  "  "  Yes."  —  "  Are  you  armed  ?  " 
"Yes,  with  a  revolver,"  —  "Give  it  up.  Have  you  any 
money  ?  "  He  produced  two  or  three  dollars,  which  he 
happened  to  have,  and  gave  that  upr  "Is'ow  step  in  front 
of  the  horses."  Upon  this,  he  knew  they  meant  to  shoot 
him;  so  he  stepped  backward,  facing  them,  opened  his 
bosom,  and  said:  "I  am  an  Abolitionist;  I  believe  that 
slavery  is  wrong,  and  that  Kansas  ought  to  be  a  free  State. 
I  never  knowingly  harmed  any  man  in  the  world.  If  you 
want  to  take  my  blood  for  believing  in  the  doctrines  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  do  it  now."  When  he  said 
this  with  emphasis,'  three  or  four  of  the  Missourians  laid 
their  rifles  across  their  saddles,  but  the  rest  kept  aiming  at 
him.  The  leader,  who  proved  to  be  Martin  Wliite,  a  pio- 
slavery  preacher  (the  same  who  afterward  shot  Frederick 
Brown),  said,  "  Well,  we  won't  shoot  you  now,  but  make  a 

or  those  vho  profrftsed  to  be  snch,  tripd  to  biive  him  give  np  his  inns, 
mnd  b«  himselr  jtivi'Ti  up  to  tlie  United  Statpa  troops  and  put  under  their 
pToteotion.  Owen  Bniwn,  who  spent  Honie  hours  nith  John  the  night  be- 
fore his  arreat,  denies  thin  allPK<^rl  insanity  at  that  time. 

>  "  1  oonld  t«lk  then,"  Mid  the  modest  mui,  telling  me  the  ttor;  ;  "  I 
cin't  talk  now." 
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prisoner  of  you ; "  and  they  took  bim  back  toward  Paola. 
On  the  way  thi?y  halted,  and  he,  overcome  with  fatigue,  Hat 
down  on  the  grouuJ  and  fell  tisleep.  He  wa«  waked  by 
men  who  sei'iiuMi  to  be  threatening  his  life  again;  but  be 
began  to  talk  to  them,  deuounring  slavery  and  declaiming 
himself  an   Almlitionist,  with  the   reasons  why. 


more  intelligent  than 
en  they  reached  Paola, 
;e  Jacobs,  as  they  were 
put  tn  a  good  bed,  and 
to  him.  He  met  his 
there  soon  happened  to 
9  related  by  the  elder 
if  the  fear  inspired  by 


two  of  the  company, 
the  rest,  listened  to  h 
these  men  —  Judge  Cai 
called — caused  their  pr*" 
returned   his    money  ai 
brother  John  the  next 
them   another  adventui 
brother,  and   is  a  good  . 
John  Brown:  — 

"  The  day  nftpr  we  were  taken  to  Paoln,  a  pmslavery  man  from  nenr 
Stanton  l.roiiglit  in  and  gave  to  tho  Missonriaiis  anil  Bufnrd's  men 
who  helil  uur  liltlo  cdinpiiny  as  prisoners  a  srriip  of  paper  ei>nlaitiing 
only  these  woriis :  '  I  am  aware  that  you  hulj  my  two  sona,  Johu 
and  Jaaou,  prisoners.  —  John  Brown.'  The  bearer  of  the  paper  said 
ho  brought  it  under  tho  assurance  that  his  own  life  depended  on  its 
deHvcrj.  Brother  Ja^in-and  I  occupied  a  room  whii^h  eonlatneil  a 
bed  and  a  small  lump-stand  or  table.  Two  others  also  orcu[ned  the 
room  as  guards.  Tho  early  part  of  tlio  niuht  of  lliis  day  had  been 
spent  by  onr  guards  at  card-playing  at  the  Utile  table.  Jason,  with- 
out removing  hia  clothes,  had  hiin  down  on  the  front  side  of  the  bed, 
and  was  in  deep  sleep.  Occujiying  in  like  inaoner  the  sidn  of  the 
bed  next  the  wait,  at  about  midnight,  as  near  ns  1  ean  judge,  I  was 
awakened  by  tho  sudden  opening  of  the  outside  door  and  the  rushing 
in  of  a  number  of  men  wilh  drawn  howio-kuives.  Seizing  the  ean- 
d|p,  and  saying,  '  Which  aro  they  t '  they  cniwded  around  our  lied 
with  ujilifted  knives.  Believing  that  onr  time  had  come,  and  wish- 
ing tn  savu  Jason,  still  asleep,  from  jiniliinged  suffering,  I  opened 
till)  hosom  of  his  shirt,  and  pointing  to  the  region  of  his  heart,  said, 
•  Strike  here ! '  At  this  moment  the  sudden  and  hind  barking  of 
dogs  outsidi!  and  a  hurrying  "f  step-^  on  the  porch  caused  a  most 
lively  stniniie<le  i)f  onr  assailants  within,  and  this  eltack  was  ended 
without  a  blow.  Fnim  the  hour  at  Pmiawatomie,  father  had 
becnnne  to  slaveholders  and  their  olUes  in  Kansas  an  omnipresent 
dread,  filling  them  with  forebodings  of  evil  by  day  and  the  spec- 
tre of  their  imaginings  at  night.  Owing  to  that  fear,  our  lives 
were  saved.' 
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The  next  day  they  were  placed  in  cnstody  of  Captain 
Walker,  of  the  United  States  cavalry,  a  Southerner,  who 
himself  tied  John's  arms  back  in  Biich  a  manner  as  to  pro- 
duce the  most  intense  suffering,  with  one  end  of  a  long  rope, 
of  which  he  guve  the  other  end  to  a  sergeant ;  the  captive 
was  then  placed  a  little  in  advance  of  the  column  headed  by 
Captain  Walker,  and  to  avoid  being  trampled  by  the  horses 
which  bad  been  ordered  to  trot,  he  was  driven  at  this  pace  - 
in  the  hot  snn  to  Osawatomie,  a  distance  of  nine  miles. 
The  rope  -had  been  tied  so  tight  as  to  stop  circulation.  In- 
stead of  loosening  it  at  camp,  a  mile  south  of  Osawatomie, 
no  change  was  made  in  it  through  that  day,  all  the  follow- 
ing night,  nor  until  about  noon  the  next  day.  By  that  time 
the  poor  man's  arms  and  hands  bad  swolleu  to  nearly  double 
their  size,  and  turned  black  as  if  mortilied.  On  removing 
the  rope,  a  ring  of  the  skin  came  off ;  and  the  scar  of  this, 
which  he  calls  "  slavery's  bracelet,"  is  atill  visible  on  Mr. 
Brown's  arms.  Such  treatment,  of  course,  increased  his 
insanity,  throwing  him  into  a  kind  of  fever,  and  for  some 
time  his  recovery  was  doubtful  During  this  period  he  was 
sometimes  chained  with  a  common  trace-chain,  —  which  his 
father  afterward  .obtained,  and  occasionally  exhibited  in 
his  journeys  through  the  North,  to  show  his  hearers  what 
slavery  could  do  for  white  men  in  Kansas. 

John  Brown,  meanwhile,  was  pursuing  the  course  de- 
scribed by  him  in  the  long  letter  of  June,  1856,  printed  in 
the  last  chapter.  His  fame  was  wonderfully  increased  by 
the  bloody  deed  of  Pottawatomie,  which  mmor  instantly 
ascribed  to  him,  and  wliich  was  not  doubted  to  be  bis  act  at 
the  time,  in  Kansas  or  Missouri.  He  had  counted,  most 
likely,  on  this  very  result,  and  profited  in  his  campaign  by 
the  terror  and  rage  it  inspired.  The  two  or  three  weeks 
that  intervened  between  the  attack  on  Lawrence  and  the 
successful  skirmishes  of  Brown  in  June,  were  the  critical 
period  of  the  contest  for  the  Free-State  men.  Had  he  not 
held  up  the  standard  then,  and  checked  the  insolence  of  the 
slaveholders,  Kansas  would  have  been  given  up  to  them, 
and  the  immigration  of  Northern  men  prevented.  This 
opinion  has  been  expressed  to  me  by  many  of  the  Kansas 
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people;  while  others,  who  do  not  go  so  far,  admit  that 
Browu's  course  was  very  useful  to  the  cause.  Colonel 
Walker,  of  Lawrence,  in  quoting  to  me  Browu's  saying  in 
August,  1882,  —  "  the  Pottawatomie  execution  was  a  just 
act,  and  did  good,"  —  added,  "  I  must  say  he  told  the  truth. 
It  did  a  great  deal  of  good  by  terrifying  the  Missourians.  I 
beard  Governor  Robiiiso"  "•"  *'■'''  "-imself  in  his  speech  at 
•  Osawatomie  in  1877  ;  he  ..  .->ieed  in  it  then,  though 

it  put  his  own  life  in  d  -       r  be  [Eobinsou]  was  a 

prisoner  at  Leeonipton,    wj.ta   biuffn    killed  the  men  at 
Pottawatomie." 

Tliis  also  w:is  the  deliberate  and  often-expressed  opinion 
of  Judge  Haiiway,  wiio  li^ed  near  the  scene  of  the  execu- 
tions, and  who  knew  all  the  circumstances.  This  worthy 
man  published  the  following  statement  in  December,  1879, 
in  addition  to  what  I  have  already  quot«d  :  — 

"  I  was  iiifonned  by  imo  of  tho  party  of  eight  who  left  our  oamp  on 
Ottawa  Crccit,  Miiy  22,  iSrAi,  to  vis-it  the  Pdltawaltjmif,  wliat  their 
object  nTid  piir|«>se8  wre.  I  protested,  and  begged  them  U<  desist. 
Of  criiime  my  plea  nviiilod  nothing.  After  the  dreadful  nfiair  had 
taken  pljire,  and  after  n  full  iDvestigation  of  tlie  whole  matter,  I,  like 
many  others,  inixUlied  my  opinion.  GoihI  men  and  kind-hearted 
Wdiiieti  in  16.%  differed  in  regard  to  this  affair  in  which  John  Brown 
and  hia  party  were  the  leading  nrtiirs.  Jidm  Brown  justified  it,  and 
thought  it  a  necessity  ;  others  differed  from  hitii  then,  as  they  do 
now.  I  have  had  an  excellent  opportunity  to  investigate  the  matter, 
and  like  others  of  the  early  settlers  waa  finally  forced  to  the  conclu- 
sion lliat  the  Pottawatomie  '  massacre,'  as  it  is  called,  prevented  the 
ruffian  horiies  frum  carrying  ont  their  programme  of  expelling  the 
Free-State  men  from  liiis  portion  of  the  Territory  of  Kansas.  It 
was  this  view  of  the  case  which  reconciled  the  minds  of  the  settlers 
on  the  Pottawatomie.  They  would  whisper  one  to  the  other  :  'It 
was  fortunate  for  us ;  for  God  only  knows  wliat  our  fate  and  condition 
would  have  been,  if  old  John  Hmwi]  had  not  driven  terror  and  con- 
sternation into  the  ranks  of  the  proslavery  parly," " 

Upon  this  result,  as  well  as  upon  the  ground  first  named 
in  this  chapter,  —  that  Rrown  believed  himself  to  be,  and 
in  fact  was,  divinely  inspired  to  make  a  slavish  peace  in 
Kansas  impossible,  —  must  rest  his  justification  for  the 
bloody  act  I  have  described.     Men  will  continue  to  doubt 
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whether  bis  justification  ia  ample ;  bnt  such  he  held  it  to 
be,  and  was  willing  to  rest  his  cause  with  God,  aud  with  pos- 
terity. A  few  men  who  now  denounce  him  for  this  deed  long 
upheld  it,  and  have  profited  by  its  good  consequences,  — 
among  them  Charles  Robinson,  whose  empEatic  approval 
in  1878  has  already  been  cited.'  With  the  excuses  of  such 
men  for  their  change  of  tone,  history  has  nothing  to  do. 
DurAig  the  period  when  they  must  have  best  known  the 
circumstances  attending  Brown's  act,  —  its  provocations, 
its  timeliness,  and  its  results,  —  they  publicly  excused  it, 
and  honored  him.  Their  voice  in  accusation  and  mali- 
cious interpretation  of  Brown  will  now  be  judged  at  its 
true  value.  Those  of  us  who  long  refused  to  believe  that 
Brown  participated  in  these  executions  would  not  perhaps 

I  At  a  pnblic  meeting  held  in  Lawrence,  Dec.  IS,  1859  (according  to 

the  iieiT9pap«r  reports  at  the  time),  the  citizens  passed  resolutions  concern- 
ing tbe  Pottawatomie  executions,  ileclsring  "  that  according  to  the  ordinary 
mlei  of  war  said  transaction  was  not' nnjustiliable,  bnt  that  it  was  per- 
formed from  the  sad  necessity  which  existed  at  that  time  to  defend  the 
lirea  and  liberties  of  the  settlers  iii  that  region."  This  resolution  wa» 
supported  by  Charles  Robinson,  who  said  that  he  had  always  believed 
that  John  Brown  was  connecled  with  that  movement.  Indeed,  he  believed 
Brown  had  told  him  so,  or  to  that  effect ;  and  when  he  first  heard  of  the 
massacre,  he  thought  it  was  about  right.  A  war  of  externiination  was  in 
prospect,  and  it  was  as  well  for  Fr^e-Slste  men  to  kill  ]iroslavery  men,  aa 
for  proalavery  men  to  kill  Free-State  men.  All  he  wanted  to  know  was 
that  these  men  were  put  out  of  the  world  decently,  not  hacked  and  cut  to 
pieces,  m  was  R.  P.  Brown.  G.  W.  Brawn  believed  the  morder  of  those 
nten  on  Pottawatomie  Creek  was  not  juatiSable  ;  hut  he  (Robinson)  thought 
it  was.  Mr.  Adair,  a  nephew  of  John  Brown,  remarkiuj;  that  he  had 
heard  his  uni'le  say  he  was  present  and  approved  of  the  deed,  bnt  that  he 
did  not  raise  a  finger  himself  to  injure  the  men,  —  that  bis  skirts  were  clear 
of  hlood,  —  Rohinson  said  it  made  no  difTerence  whether  he  raised  his  hand 
or  otherwise.  John  Brown  was  present,  aiding  and  advising  ;  he  did  not 
attempt  to  stop  the  bloodshed,  and  is  of  course  sponsible,  though  justi- 
fiable according  to  Robinson's  understanding  of  the  matter.  He  added 
that  while  the  war  in  Kansas  continued,  he  was  pleased  n  ith  the  co-oper- 
ation of  John  Brown  ;  but  after  peace  was  restored,  and  the  oifices  passed 
into  Free-State  hands,  he  thought  the  sheriffs  of  the  seveml  counties  should 
have  been  called  npon  to  preseive  the  peace.  With  them  the  responsibility 
should  have  resled,  not  with  the  unautharized  individuals,  —  old  John 
Brown  or  anybody  else ;  and  any  interference  of  Brown  subaeqnent  to 
the  ttoahlea  io  IS60  he  repudiated. 
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liave  honored  or  trusted  Mm  less  had  we  knowu  the  whole 

tl-uth. 

I  for  one  should  not; 

though  I  should  have 

deeply 

regretted  the  necessity  for  such  deetla  of  dark  iind 

prgvi- 

deutial 

justice. 

"  Not  yet  the  wU«  of  hewt  would  f»w 

To  hold  hU  Iaot-  ihm 

oh  »lian, 

a  and  guilt. 

Aud,  with  hix 

hilt. 

WonJi!  iiBte  tli. 

ike  Peace  ; 

Would  love  tlii; 

that  broke 

From  either  sid 

yw; 

J«4i/iomedra 

Id-riif. 

Would  strike,  e 

DTK  jrtrufai." 

THE  KANSAS  STBUQOLE  CONTINUED. 


CHAPTER  X. 

THE  KANSAS  STRUGGLE  CONTINUED. 

T^HE  events  already  chronicled  are  but  a  Bmall  part  of 
■'■  those  which  took  place  in  Kansas  while  John  Brown 
inaiutained  hiu  connection  with  the  friends  of  freedom  there. 
It  was  more  than  three  years  from  hia  first  arrival  at  Osa- 
vatomie  before  he  finally  withdrew  (late  in  January,  1859) 
from  the  Territory,  whose  admission  as  a  free  State  was 
then  secure,  although  the  date  was  delayed.  But  he  spent 
less  thau  half  those  three  years  m  Kansas.  His  first  sum- 
i  mer  there,  in  )856,  was  the  most  eventful  portion  of  tliat 
period;  and  this  has  been  in  part  described.  But  much 
remains  to  be  told,  although  the  incidents  of  that  sum- 
mer, which  then  seemed  so  momentous,  have  shrunk  almost 
into  insignificance  in  comparison  with  the  campaigns  of 
the  Civil  War  that  so  soon  followed.  What  we  used  to 
call  "battles"  in  Kansas,  if  the  whole  sum  of  them  were 
thrown  together,  would  hardly  equal  in  their  numbers  or 
tangible  results  a  single  heavy  skirmish  along  the  front 
of  Grant's  army.  The  total  loss  of  life  on  both  sides 
during  1856,  by  the  casualties  of  war,  did  not  exceed  a 
hundred  men,  and  the  property  destroyed  was  hardly  so 
much  as  a  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Yet  though  this  com- 
putation makes  the  struggle  appear  trivial,  it  was  not  so 
in  fact;  while  in  the  qualities  of  mind  which  it  developed 
it  became  all-important.  In  Kansas,  first  of  all,  the  patient 
and  too  submissive  citizen  of  the  North  learned  to  stand 
firm  against  Southern  arrogance  and  assumption;  for  that 
scantily  settled  prairie  exhibited  more  courage  to  the  square 
mile  than  the  most  populous  Northern  Stated  had  before 
displayed.  John  Brown  alone  was  worth  all  the  trouble 
that  Kansas  gave  the  nation,  and  his  significance  atones  for 
the  littleness  of  the  affair,  even  as  we  now  view  it. 
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Y^t,  in  truth,  tlie  creation  of  a  free  State,  colonized  by 
the  beat  yeouKinry  of  the  North,  on  the  western  frontier  of 
the  slaveholtling  Soutli,  was  in  itself  a  great  event;  and  the 
possibility  of  suc^cpss  in  the  enterprise  aroused  an  interest 
throughout  the  country  that  nothing  else  hud  excited.  The 
attempt  was  made,  too,  on  the  eve  of  one  of  our  periodic 
political  contests,  —  the  '  *  f  President;  and  this 
issue  became  inevitably  -ith  the  canvass.    It  was 

the  fear  of  losing  the  pr  ,.»!  rOte  of  Pennsylvania  for 

James  Buchanan  in  IS  '.t  inspired  the  recall  of  the 

worst  Territorial  governon  'ansas, — Shannon  and  Wood- 
son,—  and  the  appointmeL  before  the  decisive  October 
election,  of  that  upright  ?  ■ — Wania  Democrat  Governor 
Geary.  His  private  inst'  were  said  to  be,  "Quiet 
the  Territory  at  any  cost ;  lor  it  the  warfare  continues  in 
Kansas,  I'eunsylvania  will  vote  for  Fremont."  This,  as  the 
other  States  then  stood,  would  have  defeated  Buchanan. 
Just  before  Geary's  appointment,  Jefferson  Davis  (of  all 
men  in  the  world),  who  was  then  Secretary  of  War,  had 
directed  General  Persifor  Smith,  who  commanded  the  United 
States  forces  at  Leavenworth,  to  put  down  the  "  open  rebel- 
lion "  of  the  i'recmcn  of  Kansas.'.  But  more  patriotic  and 
peaceful  counsels  prevailed  ;  Governor  Geary  quieted  the 
Territory,  and  Buchanan  was  elected  President. 

The  occasion  for  this  manifesto  from  Jefferson  Davis  was 
the  lively  campaign,  offensive  as  well  as  defensive,  which  had 
been  carried  on  by  John  Brown,  General  Lane,  Major  Abbott, 
Captain  Walker,  and  others,  during  the  three  months  be- 
tween  the  Pottawatomie  executions  and  the  burning  of  Osa- 
watomie  at  the  end  of  August.     Having  already  published 

>  Davis  wrote  to  General  Smith  :  "  The.  President  has  directed  me  to 
say  to  you  that  you  art'  aiithiirizi'd  from  tiim'  to  time  to  make  rf^uisitiona 
u|K)n  tlic  Governor  [of  Kansas]  for  such  milili.i  force  as  you  may  n-.iiiiiv  lo 
enable  you  to  su[i|iri-is  tlie  insiirrertion  aRninst  the  fiOTenimpnt  of  thi-  Ter- 
ritory of  Kanius.  Slioiihl  you  not  Iw  able  to  derive  from  tlie  military  of 
Kansas  an  adequate  force  for  tlie  purpose,  you  will  derive  su<ih  aiMilJonal 
number  of  militia  ss  may  be  necessary  from  the  States  of  Illinois  and 
'  Kentucky.  .  .  .  The  fmaition  of  the  insurfjents  it  tlint  of  oprii  TcbtHiin 
againtt  {he  laat  and  conn'itiilional  astlurHtitii,  with  suiHi  maiiifesliition  of 
purpo.4e  to  sjiread  devastation  over  the  land  OS  Do  longer  justifiei  further 
heaitalioD  or  indulgence." 
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John  Brown's  report  to  bis  family  of  the  fight  at  Black 
Jack,  near  Palmyra,  early  in  June,  I  will  next  quote  from 
other  authorities,  and  finally  from  Brown  himself,  some  his- 
torical notes  of  this  disturbed  summer.  One  of  his  soldiers, 
Luke  F.  Parsons,  has  withiu  a  few  years  made  this  statement 
tespecting  his  own  conduct  in  the  Kansas  feud:  — 

BECOLLECTIOIO   OF   L.    F.    PARSONS, 

"At  daylight  OD  the  mamiDg  of  the  3d  of  June,  1856,  Major  Huyt 
and  I  galloped  to  Black  Jack,  where  I  tendered  m;  services  to 
Captain  Brown,  and  was  immediatel;  put  on  guard ;  and  I  was  the 
onlj  puBt  sentinel  who  challenged  Ciilouel  Sumoer  when  he  came  to 
release  uur  prisuners.  Again,  sometime  in  the  latt«r  part  of  August 
I  (bet  John  Brown  in  Lawrence  ;  he  told  ine  he  rMae  to  giit  help  to 
defeod  Oaawatuinie.  I  told  him  to  try  the  '  Stubs '  (which  wua  a 
Lawrence  Sharpe's  rifle  oumpauy  to  which  I  belonged).  He  replied 
■  that  he  had,  but  they  would  not  leave  Lawrence.  I  told  him  I 
Would  get  iiiy  rifle  and  go  with  him.  He  said  he  would  surely  show 
me  how  to  fight,  if  the  rascals  would  give  him  a  chance.  When  I 
went  lor  my  gun  Lieutenant  Cuder  asked  what  I  whs  going  to  do. 
I  told  him.  and  he  said,  '  The  guns  belong  to  the  company,  and  shall 
not  be  taken  away.'  Brown  borrowed  n  ^harpe's  ritle  of  Qaptain 
Harvey  forme,  and  I  went  with  him  to  his  camp  uear  Osawatoinie. 

"Aug.  90,  1856,  we  were  camped  a  half-mile  east  of  that  tuwa, 
at  Mr.  Crane's  plaee.  While  we  were  cooking  lirenkfast,  before 
sunrise,  a  man  dashed  into  camp,  saying  the  Border  Ruffians  were 
coming  from  the  west,  and  had  just  hilled  Fred  Brown  and  David 
Garrison  near  Mr.  Adair's.  Brown  started  right  off,  snd  said,  '  Men, 
eome  onf  He  did  not  say  ffo.  I  started  with  him.  and  it  was  some 
minutes  before  any  overtook  us.  While  wo  wore  hurrying  on  by 
ourselves.  Brown  said,  'Parsons,  were  you  ever  under  firet'  I  re- 
plied, '  No ;  but  I  will  obey  orders.  Tell  me  what  you  want  me  t© 
do.'     He  said,  '  Ttike  more  care  to  end  life  well  than  to  live  long.' 

"  When  we  reached  the  lilockhoune  in  the  village  he  motiemed  to 
Severn]  tn  go  in,  myaelf  with  the  rent.  He  then  snid  to  me,  '  Hold 
yonr  position  ss  long  as  ])ossible,  and  hurt  them  all  you  csn ;  while 
we  will  go  into  the  timber  and  annoy  them  from  that  side.'  I  fast- 
ened the  door  with  a  large  bar,  and  thought  all  sciire.  Soon  firing 
commenced  np  the  Marais  des  Cygnes,  where  Brown  had  gone. 
There  wns  a  second  floor  in  the  blix'khouse,  and  pnrt  of  the  boys  had 
gone  np  there.  While  we  hH  selected  our  port-hole,  Brown  had  drawn 
their  attention,  eo  that  we  were  not  molested.     After  some  twenty 
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minatea  or  80,  Bome  oni;  dd  the  scooud  floor  called  out :  '  They  liave 
canuon,  and  will  blmr  as  all  to  pieces  in  here.  I  aid  goiiig  to  get 
oat  of  this.'  I  aoid :  '  No,  ;ou  must  stiij.'  Old  man  Austin  siud, 
'  Stay  here,  and  let  them  blow  db  to  hell  and  Iwck  agtiiu  ! '  I  went 
upstairs  to  get  n  better  view  of  the  enemy,  and  before  I  knew  it  the 
duiir  wns  opened  aud  must  of  the  men  giiuc.  I  don't  know  even 
where  they  wriii.  AostiQ  and  1,  and  1  think  two  others,  —  four  in 
all,  —  then  weiil  up  the  Mdi  js  River,  iu  the  thnber,  aud 

joined  Brown  ;it  the  figlii,  Clme  had  gone  before  this. 

We  had  not  bei^ii  tlicre  hiuj  fell  back  across  the  river. 

Partridge  was  shot  while  in  tL«  ..'er. 

"  At  this  pla.e  the  water  w»a  deep,  and  I  eaid  to  Austin,  '  1  eAtinol 
swim  witli  my  gun,'  wliich  I  soon  threw  into  the  liver.  So  we  both 
ran  down  the  river.  Tlio  bank  was  high,  so  we  were  most  of  the 
time  out  of  Mfjlit  I  mu  loo  fast  for  the  old  man  [Austin],  aud 
he  called  to  me  not  to  leave  him.  As  we  approached  ihe  old  saw- 
mill the  bank  I)ecauic  tower,  and  we  were  seen  by  the  ruffians, 
three  of  whom  were  after  us.  I  told  Austin  that  as  I  could  see  the 
bottom,  I  would  cross.  He  replie<),  'I  won't  run  another  inch;' 
aud  dmpiied  down  behind  a  large  log.  I  waded  through;  but  ihe 
opposite  bunk  was  steep  and  high ;  aud  as  I  was  clinging  to  brush 
and  scrambling  up,  1  heard  llm  words  '  Halt !  hall  I  hall '. '  in  rii]iid 
aucecssion,  and  immediately  sevenil  guns  were  fired,  and  the  dirt  lorn 
np  by  ^y  i>idu.  1  was  on  tlie  Imnk  in  a  twinkle,  und  returned  liieir 
salute  as  ivell  as  1  could.  Two  were  [lutting  spurs  to  tlicir  horses  the 
best  they  could.  One  horse  Iku*  an  empty  saddle,  and  one  man  was 
kicking  his  last  kirk ;  aud  Austin  jumped  up  and  fame  (rver  lo  me. 
As  wo  went  up  the  river  he  told  me  ihat  they  did  not  sec  him,  but 
passed  rather  in  front  of  hiin,  and  all  shut  at  me ;  while  he  shot  one 
In  the  baek  just  at  the  very  moment  they  shot  at  me.  In  an  hour  or 
BO  after  this  we  gi>t  together  at  a  log-house  on  the  north  side  ot  the 
river.  Dr.  Updegraff  was  then  iu  ihe  house,  shot  in  the  lliigh. 
Brown  was  with  him.  But  hefore  we  got  together  the  smoke  of  the 
burning  town  was  seen.     They  burned  tweuiy-nioe  liouses. 

"  The  next  day  we  moved  to  the  south  side,  to  a  Mr.  Hauser's. 
We  C">mmenued  to  fell  timber  roand  a  pLicc  selected  by  Brown  as  pos- 
sessing natural  advantages  for  defence.  We  felled  the  tree-tops  out, 
and  trimmed  them  with  sharp  points.  Most  of  the  men  became  sick 
witii  the  ague,  and  work  was  suspended.  Soim  after  this,  1  too  was 
taken  with  fever,  and  Brown  hauled  me  to  Lawrence.  I  was  very 
sick.  Brown  asked  me  if  he  should  take  me  to  the  h<jspitiil.  I  told 
him  that  I  would  rather  go  to  Mrs.  Kiltum's  (a  boarding-house 
where  I  had  previously  lodged),  if  she  wouhl  take  care  of  me.  He 
went    and  found  her,   and  returned  saying,   'Mrs.    Killum    says. 
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"  firiog  him  here :  I  would  du  as  much  Tor  Luke  Farsoiu  as  for  in; 
own  son."'  Under'her  nare  I  recovered  so  ibst  I  whs  ng^ii  uader 
Brown's  commBod.  I  shouldered  m;  gaa  and  marched  out  to  meet 
the  tweDtjr-eight  hundred  men  who  came  up  frum  Missouri  ia 
September.  If  I  rememher  aright,  in  abuut  a  ;ear  after  this  I  went 
with  John  E.  Cook  to  Tabor,  Iowa,  where  I  uext  saw  Brown,  aud 
from  Tabor  went  on  to  Spriugdnle. 

"  I  also  take  pride  in  saying  that  I  vraa  under  arms  in  Topeka,  on 
July  4,  1656,  when  Coluuel  Sumner  diKpersed  the  Legislature.  I 
was  with  Captain  WiilkiT  in  the  capture  uf  Colonel  Titus,  near 
LeeinnptOD.     I  claim  to  he  the  man  who  shot  Colonel  Titus. 

"  1  was  near  oar  Captain  Shoinbre  when  be  was  stmok  by  the 
fatal  Imll.  I  received  a  very  sore  but  slight  wound  there.  It  was  un 
my  shin,  made  by  a  very  smiiil  ball  or  a  buck-shot. 

"  Kansas  was  admitted  into  the  Union  in  1861,  with  every  Inob  free 
•oil,  and  still  the  object  for  which  Broo-n  fought  was  not  entirely 
accomplished.  I  enlisted  iu  the  Union  army,  and  fought  for  nearly 
four  years,  nntil  that  object  icas  fuUy  attained,  and  there  was 
nowhere  to  be  found  a  '  slave  to  chmk  liia  chains  by  the  graves  of 
HonticoUo  or  the  sliadea  of  Mt.  Vernon.' " 

The  name  of  this  aoldier  of  Brown's  company  appears  in 
the  "Articles  of  Enlistment  and  By-Laws  of  the  Kansas 
Regulars,  made  and  established  by  the  commander,  A.  D. 
1856,  in  whose  handwriting  it  is,"  —  as  Brown  described  the 
book  to  ine  when  be  gave  me  a  copy  in  April,  1857.  Here 
are  its  contents,  given,  as  to  spelling  and  puuutuation,  in 
exact  accordance  with  the  original:  — 

Kashas  Territory,  a.  d.  185S. 
].  The  Covenant. 
We  whose  Dames  are  found  o 
do  hereby  enlist  ourselves  to  s 
John  Brown  as  Cotnmauder :  during  the  full  period  cif  time  affixed 
to  our  names  respeclively  and  we  eevcratly  pledfifc  our  woni  and  onr 
sacred  honor  Iu  said  C<immander;  and  to  each  other,  that  daring  the 
time  for  which  wo  have  enlisted  we  will  faithfully  and  punctually 
perform  our  duty  (in  such  capacity  or  place  aa  may  be  assigned  to  us 
by  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  of  those  aBsociiited  with  us :  or  of 
the  companies  to  which  we  may  belong  as  the  case  ma;  be)  as  a 
regular  volunteer  force  for  the  maintainance  of  the  rights  ft  liberties 
of  the  Free-Stale  Citizens  of  Kansas :  and  we  further  agree ;  that  u 
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iodividuals  we  will  oonfonn  to  the  by  Laws  of  this  Organitalian  ft 
that  wt  u/iU  intixt  no  ihcir  regular  4  ininctiwl  enforceotent  aa  u  first 
&  last  duly :  &  in  i^luirl  that  we  will  ubserve  &  luuiurAia  »  Biriot  ft 
thorough  Militar)'  disiijiliuo  at  all  limea  uutill  our  term  at  ecrvice 
expires- 

Names,  dale  of  eulixlmeat,  a»d  lerm  of  sermee  on  next  Pages. 
Term  of  seniee  oniirud  for  want  of  room  {piincipatli/  for  tb« 
War). 

%    Navieg  and  dak  o/ mliatmenl. 

Aug.  22.>  Win.  Patridge  (imprisoQed),  John  Sakthiel,  S.  Z. 
Brown,  John  Goudell,   L.   F.   Pui'midb,   N.  B.  Phcips,  Wm.  D. 

Aug.  23.     JsBoD  BroM^  {pon  of  Mimniander ;  imprisoiied). 

Aug.  24.    J.  BeDiaLiiiii  (imprisoned). 

Aug.  S5.  Cyrua  Tulnti,  R.  Kcj-uolda  (imprisoned),  Nonh  Fmiee 
(1st  Lieut.),  Will.  Milk-r,  Ji.Iid  P.  Glenu,  Wm.  Quick,  M.  D.  Lane, 
Anios  Aldeniian,  August  Boudic,  Charles  Kaiser  (murdered  Aug. 
30).  Freeman  Austiu  (uged  57  years),  Samuel  Hercsoo,  Joho  W. 
Tniy,  Jas.  H.  Holmes  (L'apl.). 

Aug.  26.  Geo.  Patridge  (killed  Aug.  30),  Win.  A.  Sears. 

Aug.  S7.  S.  H.  Wrlghi. 

Aug.  29.  B.  Uarrach  (Surgeon).  Sainl.  Fumir. 

Sept.  8.     Timothy  Kelly,  Jus.  Audrews. 

Sept.  9.     W.  H.  Uinan,  Charles  Oliver,  D.  H.  Hutd. 

Sept.  15.  Win.  F.  Ilaiitel. 

Sept.  16.  Saio).  ftcer  (Commissary). 


Art.  I.  Those  who  agree  to  be  governed  by  the  fullowing  articles 
ft  whose  uitincs  are  appended  will  be  kuowu  as  the  Kansas 
Begnlara. 

Art.  II.  Every  officer  connected  with  oi^ganization  (except  the 
Commander  already  named)  shall  lie  electtsl  by  a  iiiajorily  of  the 
inemhcrs  if  above  a  Captain ;  &  if  a  Captaiu  ;  or  under  a  Captain, 
by  »  iiiaiority  of  the  company  (o  whieli  they  lieliing. 

Art.  lit.  Ali  vacancies  shall  be  fille.!  by  vote  of  the  majority  of 
members  or  cnmpauies  as  the  case  may  be,  &  all  membcrB  shall  be 
alike  eligible  tn  the  highest  ofliee. 

Art.  IV.    Ali  trials  for  misconduct  of  Officers;  or  privates;  shall 

be  by  a  jury  of  Twelve;    chosen   by  a  majority  of  Company,   or 

11SS8. 
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oonipanies  as  the  ease  may  be.    Each  Cooipaiiy  Bball  ti;  its  own 
meiubera. 

Art.  V.  All  valoAble  property  taken  bj  honorable  warfere  from 
the  eoemy ,  shall  be  held  as  the  property  of  the'  whole  company,  or 
oom^aoiAS,  as  the  case  may  be  :  equally,  withuat  dUtinction  ;  to  be 
used  for  the  cotnmon  benefit  or  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  responaible 
agents  fur  sale :  the  proceeds  to  be  divided  as  nearly  eqnally  amongst 
the  company  :  ur  companies  capluriDg  it  as  may  be:  except  that  no 
person  sliall  be  entitled  to  any  dividend  from  property  takeu  before 
be  entered  the  service ;  and  any  person  gnilty  of  desertion,  or 
convicted  of  gross  violation  of  his  obligations  to  those  with  whom 
be  should  act,  ichether  officer  or  private:  shall  forfeit  his  interest  in 
all  dividends  made  after  sach  misconduct  has  occurred. 

Art-  VI.  AH  property  captnred  shall  be  delivered  to  the  receiver 
of  the  force,  or  company  as  the  case  may  be;  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  make  a  full  inventory  of  the  same  (assisted  by  such  person,  or 
pertong  as  may  be  chosen  for  that  purjioBe),  a  coppy  of  whicli  shall 
be  made  into  the  Boohs  of  this  organization;  &  held  subject  to 
examination  by  any  memlwr,  on  all  suitable  occasions. 

Art.  Vn.  The  receiver  shall  give  his  receipts  in  a  Book  for  that 
purpose  fur  all  moneys  &  other  property  of  the  regulars  placed  in  his 
hauds;  keep  an  inventory  of  the  same  &  make  copy  as  provided  in 
Article  VI. 

Art  Vin.  Captured  articles  when  used  for  the  benefit  of  the 
members:  slkall  be  receipted  for  by  the  Commissary,  the  same  as 
monejes  placed  in  his  bands.     The  receiver  to  hr>ld  said  receipts. 

Art.  IX.  'A  disorderly  retreat  shall  not  be  suffered  at  any  time  A 
every  Officer  ft  private  ia  by  this  article  fully  empowered  to  prevent 
the  same  by  force  if  need  be,  &  any  attempt  at  leaving  the  ground 
daring  a  fight  is  hereby  declared  disorderly  unless  the  consent  or  di- 
rection of  the  officer  then  in  command  have  authorized  the  same. 

Art.  X.   A  disorderly  attack  or  charge  ;  shall  not  I>e  suffered  at 

Art.  XI.  When  in  camp  a  thorough  watch  both  regular  and 
Piquet  shall  be  maintained  both  by  day,  &  by  Night :  and  visitora 
sbijl  nut  be  soflered  to  puss  or  repass  without  leave  from  the 
Captain  of  the  guard  and  under  commi)n  or  ordinary  circumslances  it 
b  expected  that  the  Officers  will  cheerfully  share  tliia  service  with 
the  privates  ftir  examples  nake. 

Art.  XII.  Keeping  up  Fires  or  lights  iifier  dark  ;  or  firing  of  Guns, 
Pistols  or  Caps  shall  not  be  allowed,  except  Fires  and  lights  when 
unavoidable. 

Art  Xiri.   Wben  in  Camp  neither  Officers  shall  be  allowed  to 
'  leave  without  consent  of  the  Officer  then  in  command. 
19 
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Art.  Xiy.  All  uncivil  ongeDtltiniant;  profane,  vulgar  talk  ot 
coDversatioD  sliall  hv  (li^iMjunteiiuiiopd. 

Art.  XV,  All  airts  nf  [lottj  theft  needleu  waste  of  the  property  of 
(he  inetnbeTS  or  of 'Cili/ciia  id  ht'rehy  decLired  dutonlcrly  ;  together 
with  all  uncivil,  or  imkiiiJ  trc&tmoel  of  CilizeuB  or  uf  priboucra. 

Art.  XVI.  Ill  all  •■iiBi  s  111  capturing  property,  u  sulficieni  number 
of  men  shall  hi'  iliiuil'.'ii  to  uiu  charee  of  the  sume ;  all  others  Bhull 
keep  in  their  pii?itl<iii. 

An.  XVII.    It   nhall   at  The   duty   of  the   quarter 

Master  to  select  grouoJ  fi.  it  Bubje^t  however  to   the 

approbation  of  this  iiuminai 

Art,  XVIIl.   Thi;  ComnL  "o  his  receipts  in  a  Book  for 

that  purpose  f<>r  lUl  inoufys  d  stiires  put  into  his  hands. 

Art.  XIX.   The  Officers  shall  see  tlmt  the  anns  of 

the  same  are  in  amsUint  gi  a  neglect  of  this  dntj  shall 

be  deemed  disurJerly. 

Art  XX.  Ni)  person  after  having  first  surrendered  himself  a 
prisoner  shall  he  put  to  death :  or  sulijfcled  to  corporeal  punishment, 
without  first  having  had  the  l>enetit  of  an  iinparti  U  Irtul 

Art.  XXI.  A  Waggon  Master  and  an  A-:'<i>1dut  sh  lU  be  chosen 
for  each  company  whose  duly  it  shall  be  to  L^ke  J  gcniril  care  and 
oversight  of  tlio  teams,  waggous,  h  irne<<s  >iud  ill  other  articles  or 
property  pertaining  tiierelo:  and  nho  shall  both  be  exempt  from 
serving  on  guant. 

Art.  XXII.  The  ordiDary  use  or  introduclun  into  the  eainp  of 
any  intoxicating  liquor,  as  a  brvfiage    is  liprcbj  de*  I  ired  disorderly. 

Art.  XXIII.  A  Majority  of  Two  Thirds  of  all  f/je  Members  may 
at  any  time  alter  or  ainenil  the  foregoing  articles, 

4.  List  of  Volunteers  either  engaged  or  guarding  Horses  during  the 
fight  of  Black  Jack  or  Palmyra,  June  3,   IS^. 

1.  Sanil.  T.  Shore  (Captain)-  2.  Silas  More.  3.  David  Hen- 
dricks (Horse  Guard).  4.  Hiram  McAllister.  5.  Mr  I'annflv 
(wounded).  6.  Silvester  Harris.  7.  0.  A.  Carpenter  (wounded). 
8,  Augustus  Shore.  9.  Mr.  Townsley  (of  Pottawatomie).  10. 
Win.  B.  Hayden.  11.  John  Mewhinney.  12.  Montcomery  .Shore. 
la.  Elkana  Tnnmons.  14.  T.  Weiner.  15.  August  Bondy.  Ifi. 
Hugh  Mewhinney.  17.  Charles  Kaiser,  18.  Eli^iir  Hill.  19. 
William  David.  20.  B.  L.  C(M!hran.  21.  Henry  Thompson 
(wounded).  22.  Eli^ia  Basiuger.  23.  Owen  Urown.  24.  Fredk. 
Brown  (horse  guard;  murdered  Aug.  30).  25,  Salmon  Brown. 
26.  Oliver  Brown.  27.  This  Wank  may  be  filled  by  Capt.  Shore 
as  he  may  have  thft  name.  John  Brown. 
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5.  Liat  of  namei  of  tht  wownAei  in  th«  BanU  of  Black  Jack  (or 
Palmyra)  and  aUo  of  Me  Eigltt  who  hdd  out  to  receive  the 
awrender  of  Capl.  Pate  and  Tteenl>/-T^  men  on  that  oceaiion. 
June  2,  1856. 

1.  Mr.  Pannely  woimded  in  Nose,  &  Ann  obliged  to  leave.  2, 
Heniy  Thiitn[)eoD  (laDgerouely  wooutled  but  fought  fur  neajrly  one 
Hoor  afterward.  3.  0.  A.  Carpenter  Btully  wounded  and  obUged  to 
leave.    4.    Charles  Kaiser,  nturdcred   Aug.  30.    5.    Elizur  HiU. 

6.  Wm.  David.  7.  Hugh  MewlilLinef  (17  yrg.  old).  8.  B.  L. 
Cocbran.  9.  Owen  Brown,  10.  Salmon  Brown.  Seriously 
wounded  (soon  qfter  by  aocident).  11.  Oliver  Brown —  17  years 
old. 

In  the  battle  of  Osawatomie  Capt.  (or  Dr.)  Updegrapb  ;  and 
Two  others  whose  numes  I  have  lost  were  severely  (one  of  them 
ihockinglt/)  wouoiled  before  the  fight  bc^n  Aug.  30,  1856. 

John  Brown. 

In  these  Ibts  appear  a  few  of  the  men  who  afterward 
fought  under  Captain  Brown  .at  Harper's  Ferry;  but  only  a 
few,  for  most  of  them  seem  to  have  been  settlers  in  Kansas 
who  would  fight  to  protect  themselves,  but  not  to  attack 
slavery  at  a  distance.  The  dates  given  in  the  list,  when 
this  man  or  that  was  "  murdered,''  denote  the  day  on  which 
Brown's  most  famous  engagement  —  that  of  Osawatomie, 
Aug.  30,  1856  — was  fought.  The  fight  at  Black  Jack,  or 
Palmyra,  on  the  2d  of  June,  1856,  was  more  remarkable, 
though  the  whole  force  engaged  on  both  sides  was  less  than 
eighty.  I  have  quoted  Brown's  report  of  it,  but  will  here 
describe  It  more  fully. 

Brown  had  taken  to  the  prairie  for  guerilla  warfare 
against  the  Missourians  and  other  Southern  invaders  of 
KxuiSas,  after  the  Pottawatomie  executions.  Among  their 
leaders  was  Captain  Pate,  a  Virginian.  Brown,  hearing  of 
the  capture  of  his  sons,  pursued  Pate,  and  came  up  with 
him  on  Monday,  the  2d  of  June,  at  his  camp  on  the  Black 
Jack  Creek  (so  called  from  the  black  oak  growing  on  its 
banks),  within  the  present  limits  of  Palinj-ra. 

In  the  interval  between  the  Pottawatomie  executions  and 
the  fight  at  Black  Jack,  during  which  the  sons  of  John 
Brown  were  captured  as  has  been  related,  many  important 
eventB  occurred ;  but  I  will  confine  my  narrative  chiefly  to 
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those  in  which  the  Brown  family  were  directly  concerned. 
Several  witnesses  are  still  alive  who  took  part  in  them ;  but 
my  chief  reliance  will  be  (besides  the  letters  of  John  Brown) 
the  detailed  statements  made  by  Owen  Brown  and  by 
August  Bondi  (the  German  citizen  of  Kausiis  already  men- 
tioned), both  of  whom  were  in  camp,  or  rather  in  hiding, 
with  John  Brown  while  "  "  ii  luSiana  and  the  United 
States  dragooua  were  8i  tne  coimtry  between  Law- 

rence  and  OsawiLtoniie  tc  -petrators  of  the  bloody 

deed  of  May  ^4.     Bondi  led  a  minute  report,  in 

which  he  says  that  he  re        i  le  others,  on  the  morn- 

ing of  May  26,  to  the  elf"  i  "  Brown,  Jr.,  on  "  Vine 
Branch,  a  mile  and  a  1  liddle  Creek  Bottom," 

where  they  halted,  and  wej  d  in  the  afternoon  by 

0.  A.  Carpentrr,  a  Free-State  raan  then  living  on  Ottawa 
Creek,  not  far  from  Prairie  City,  who  came  to  request  John 
Brown  in  the  name  of  the  settlers  there  that  he  would  come 
and  protect  them  against  the  Missourians.  This  little  vil- 
lage of  Prairie  City  (described  by  Redpath  as  "a  munici- 
pality consisting  of  two  log-cabins  and  a  well")  is  a  part 
of  the  township  of  I'almyra,  and  now  figures  as  a  railroad 
station  on  the  route  fi-om  Lawrence  to  the  Indian  Territory 
and  Texas.  It  has  been  eclipsed  by  Baldwin  City  in  the 
same  township,  which  is  the  nearest  station  (on  the  South- 
ern Kansas  Railway)  to  the  field  of  Black  Jack.  Baldwin 
City  had  three  hundred  and  twenty -five  inhabitants  in  1880 ; 
while  Prairie  City  has  disappeared  from  separate  enumera- 
tion, and  contributes  its  few  citizens  to  the  aggregate  popu- 
lation of  Palmyra  township,  —  about  twenty-live  hundred. 
These  places  are  in  the  southeastern  corner  of  Douglas 
County,  of  which  Lawrence  is  the  chief  town,  and  so  near 
the  Shawnee  Mission  and  the  Missouri  border  that  they 
were  peculiarly  exposed  to  raids  by  the  RniEans.  Moreover 
they  lay  near  the  road  from  Lawrence  to  Osawatomie  (some 
forty  miles  apart),  and  the  protection  of  the  Free-State  men 
there  was  important  in  keeping  np  communications  between 
central  and  southern  Kansas,  as  those  terms  were  then  used. 
South  of  Palmyra,  in  Miami  County,  was  the  armed  colony 
of  Buford's  men,  and  eastward  were  the  Missouri  counties 
of  Cass  and  Jackson.     Carpenter's  mission  was,  then,  to 
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secure  Brown's  small  band  as  a  protection  for  the  southern 
part  of  Douglas  County,  checking  the  thieving  raids  which 
were  then  so  frequent,  and,  if  necessary,  making  reprisals. 
Brown  accepted  the  duty,  and  at  dusk  on  the  26th  of  May, 
with  his  force  now  increased  to  nine  men  besides  himself,  set 
out  under  Carpenter's  guidance  towards  Prairie  City,  twenty 
miles  northeastward.     Bondi  says :  — 

"  There  wnro  ten  of  ds,  —  Captain  Brown,  Owen,  Frederick,  Sal- 
mot,  and  Oliver  Brown ;  Henry  Thompson,  Tbendure  Wiener,  Jamea 
Townsley,  Carpenter,  and  mjself.  Oar  armamniit  was  this :  CRptain 
Brown  carried  a  sabre  and  a  heavy  seven -shooling  revolver  ;  all  his 
BODS  and*hiB  son-in-Uw  were  anncd  vrith  revolvers,  long  knives,  and 
the  common  'squirrel  rifioj'  Townslej  with  an  old  inusket,  Wiener 
with  a  double-barrelled  gun,  I  with  an  old-fasiiioned  Uiut-lock  mus- 
ket, and  Carpenter  with  a  revolver.  The  three  youngest  men  — 
Salmon  Brown,  Oliver,  and  I — rode  without  saddles.  By  order  of 
Captain  Brown,  Fred  Brown  rode  first,  Owen  and  Carpenter  next; 
ten  paces  bchiud  them,  old  Browu :  and  the  rest  of  us  behind  him, 
two  and  two.  Our  way  from  Middle  Creek  to  Ottawa  Creek  was 
along  the  old  mititsry  road  between  Fort  Soott  and  Fort  Leav- 
enworth. When  we  had  nearly  reached  the  crosaing  of  the  old 
California  road  at  the  ford  of  the  Marais  dea  Cygnes,  we  saw  by  the 
Ciding  watch-fires  of  a  camp,  bsrdly  a  hundred  and  fifty  »teps  Ivfore 
us,  an  armed  sentinel  pacing.  While  Fred  Brown  rode  slowly  for- 
ward, Carpenter  turned  back  and  told  Captain  Brown  that  here  was 
probably  a  division  of  United  States  dragoons  who  were  acting  as 
poue  for  the  marshal.  Brown  thereupon  gave  Carpenter  his  in- 
structions in  a  few  words.  We  were  to  ride  forward  sl'^wty  with  no 
indication  of  the  least  anxiety,  and  otherwise  to  imitate  his  example. 
The  sentry  let  Fred  Brown  and  Carpenter  approach  within  twenty- 
five  paces,  and  then  cried,  '  Who  goes  there  t '  Fred  answered  Just  as 
loud,  '  Free-State.'  The  sentry  r^alled  the  ofSeer  of  the  guard,  and 
while  be  wa«  coming  the  rest  of  us  rode,  by  Brown's  order,  within  five 
paces  of  where  Fred  and  Carpenter  were  halted,  furming  ourselves 
in  _an  irregular  group.  Wheu  the  officer  appeared,  Carpenter  spoke 
up  and  said  we  were  farmers,  living  not  far  hvm  Prairie  City,  who 
bad  gone  to  Oeawatomie  upon  invilAtion  of  the  settlors  to  protect 
them  against  an  expected  invasion  from  Missouri ;  had  been  there 
two  days,  seen  and  heard  nothing  of  the  Misscmrinna,  and  fo  had 
resolved  to  return  home.  Upon  this  Lieutenant  Mrlnt<«h,  the  com- 
manding officer,  appeared,  and  Carpenter  repeated  what  he  had  said. 
None  of  the  rest  of  us  said  a  word ;  but  the  deputy  marshal  came 
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furwArd  and  rt^quesiod  the  lieateoaot  to  dotaia  ub  till  dtiylight,  »>  Uiut 
he  might  make  t'urthtr  luquirim.  Uolutuah  replied  sternlj' :  '  I  have 
u(i  oniere  to  alujt  [HJaceahle  tmvollers,  such  as  these  penplo  are ;  they 
are  going  home  to  thuir  funnsi'  adding  tii  Ciirpenter  and  the  rvst  i>f 
UB ;  '  1*088  on  I  [1U8S  ou  ! '  We  delileU  slowly  Uirough  thu  rRtnp, 
furdud  llie  etreatii,  aud  u-heu  the  soldiers  were  a  mile  holiind  Ud  pushed 
on  rapidly.  AIhiiiI  fimr  o'clock  in  the  mDming  uf  May  37  we  reached 
the  secluded  S|Hit  i>u  t)ttuu  i  Carpenter  had  indicated  fi 

UB  as  a  safe  phiw  fur  cam  lu  midst  <if  a  primeval  wood, 

|>erliapB  half  a  mile  deep  -  lun  oi>iiio  to  the  rroek,  we  pitched 

iiur  camp  bebide  a  liiige  I'al  -  aud  tethered  our  horses  in  thu  uo- 

derwi>ud.    Old  liruwu  iuBp<r  •'      i,  aud  set  guards ;  Carpenter 

brought  com  for  the  horse  lluur  fur  ourselves,  aud  Ibea 

Brown  began  to  get  break!  • 

In  this  seoTirc  retreat  Uicj  nrmainetl  until  June  1,  when 
they  set  forth  to  find  the  enemy,  whom  they  defeated  at 
Black  Jack;  and  it  was  here  that  James  Redpath  on  May 
30,  and  Colonel  Sumner  on  June  5,  visited  Brown.  Red- 
path  was  at  that  time  a  Kansas  correspondent  of  the 
"New  York  Tribune"  and  other  Eastern  newspajiers,  and 
was  spending  a  few  days  near  Prairie  City  to  watch  the 
movements  of  the  Missouriaus  and  the  dragoons,  and,  if 
possible,  to  give  some  aid  to  the  Free-State  men.  His 
horse  had  been  stolen  in  Palmyra  by  one  of  the  Border 
Ruffians,  and  he  was  arrested  himself  the  nest  day  on 
suspicion  of  stealing  dragoon  horses,  but  soon  discharged. 
While  looking  about  on  Friday  for  an  old  preacher  who 
lived  near  Ottawa  Creek,  and  who  was  to  carry  bis  New 
York  letter  for  mailing  to  Kansas  City,  some  twenty  miles 
off,  the  lively  newspaper  correspondent  stumbled  upon  the 
hiding-place  of  John  Brown,  whom  he  then  saw  for  the  first 
time.  Kedpath's  description  of  the  adventure,  somewhat 
abridged,  is  this :  — 

"  The  creeks  of  Kansas  are  all  fringed  with  wood.  T  lost  my  way, 
or  got  off  the  path  that  ernsses  Ottawa  Creek,  when  suddenly,  thirty 
paces  before  me,  I  saw  a  wild-looking  man,  of  fine  pro|virlions,  with 
pistols  of  various  sizes  stuck  in  his  belt,  and  a  large  Arkansas  bowie- 
hnifn  prominent  among  them.  His  head  was  uncovered ;  his  hair 
was  uneinnlied  ;  his  face  had  nnl  been  shaven  for  many  months.  We 
were  similarly  dreased,  —  with  red-lopped  boots  worn  over  the  pan- 
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tolooiw,  A  eoarse  Lias  shirt,  and  a  pisbd-belt     This  was  the  usool 
fashion  of  the  limes. 

"  *  Hello  I '  he  cried,  '  joa  're  in  our  eatnp ! ' 

"  He  hod  nothing  in  his  tight  hand,  —  he  carried  a  water-pail  in  his 
left;  but  befiire  lie  could  speak  again  1  had  dmwn  aod  cocked  mjr 
eight-inch  Colt.  I  only  answered  in  emphatic  tones :  '  Halt !  or  I  '11 
file  ! '  He  stopped,  aod  said  that  he  litiew  me ;  that  be  had  seen  mo 
in  Lawrence,  and  that  I  was  true ;  that  he  was  Frederick  Brown, 
the  eon  uf  old  John  Brown ;  and  that  I  was  now  within  the  limits  of 
their  camp.  After  a  parley  of  a  few  minutes  I  was  aatiafied  tliat  I 
was  among  taj  friends,  shook  hands  with  Frederick,  and  put  up  my 
pistol.  He  talked  wildly  as  he  walked  before  me,  turning  round 
every  minute  as  he  spoke  of  the  then  recent  affair  of  Pottawatomie. 
His  faniil;,  he  said,  had  been  acciiseil  of  it ;  be  denied  it  indignantly, 
with  the  wild  ur  of  a  maniac.  Hia  excitement  was  so  great  that  he 
repeatedly  recrossed  the  creek,  until,  getting  anxious  to  reach  the 
camp,  I  refused  to  listen  to  iiicn  until  ho  took  me  lo  his  father.  He 
then  quietly  filled  his  pail  with  water,  and  after  many  strange  turnings 
led  me  into  camp.  As  we  approached  it  we  were  twice  challenged 
by  sentries,  who  suddenly  appeared  before  trees,  and  as  suddenly 
disappeared  behind  them. 

"I  shall  not  soon  forget  the  scone  that  here  opened  to  my  view. 
Near  the  edge  of  the  creek  a  dozen  horses  were  tied,  all  ready  sad- 
dled for  a  ride  for  bfe,  or  a  hunt  after  Southern  invaders.  A  dozen 
rifles  and  sabres  were  stacked  against  the  trees.  In  an  open  spare, 
amid  the  ebady  and  lofty  woods,  there  was  a  great  blazing  Sre  with 
»  pot  on  it ;  three  or  four  anned  men  were  lying  on  red  and  blue 
blankets  ou  the  grasa ;  and  two  fine-looking  youths  were  standing, 
leaning  on  their  arms,  near  by.  One  uf  them  was  the  youngest  son 
of  (dd  Brown,  and  the  other  was  '  Charley,'  the  brave  Hungarian, 
who  was  sobsequently  murdered  at  Osawatomie.  Old  Brown  himself 
stood  near  the  fire,  with  his  sbirt-eleeves  rolled  up,  and  a  large  fork 
in  hie  hand.  He  waa  cooking  a  pig.  He  was  poorly  clad,  and  his 
toes  protmded  from  bis  boots.  The  old  man  received  me  wiib  great 
cordiality,  and  the  little  band  gathered  abont  me.  But  it  was  only 
for  a  moment,  for  the  Captain  ordered  them  to  renew  their  work. 
H6  respectfully  but  firmly  forbade  conversation  on  the  Pottawatomie 
afiair;  and  eaid  that  if  I  desired  any  infonnation  from  the  company 
in  relation  to  their  conduct  or  intentions,  he  as  their  enptain  would 
answer  for  them  whateTtr  it  was  pmper  to  communicate.  In  this 
camp  no  manner  of  profane  language  was  permitted  ;  no  man  of  im- 
moral character  was  allowed  to  slay,  except  as  a  prisoner  of  war. 

. " .  .  .  It  was  at  this  lime  that  the  old  man  s^id  to  me :  'I  would 
rather  have  the  sma]l-{Hii,  yellow  fever,  and  cholera  all  together  in 
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irif  camp,  than  a  man  without  principles.  It's  a  nibtuke,  air,'  lie 
umnliniit'd,  '  that  our  peogilo  make,  when  they  think  thai  bullies  xre 
the  best  fighters,  or  that  they  are  the  invn  fit  to  oppose  these  South- 
eruors.  Givo  me  men  of  good  principles ;  God-fearing  men ;  men 
who  reaped  themselves,  —  and  with  a  dozen  of  them,  I  wiil  op- 
pose any  handred  such  men  as  these  Buford  ruffians.'  I  remained 
in  the  oamp  about  an  hour.  Never  before  had  I  met  such  a  band 
of  men.  They  were  nut  earnest,  but  earueetness  iuc&niale.  Six  of 
theni  were  Johu  Brown's  sons." ' 

Bondi  remembers  this  adventure  of  Redpath,  and  relates 
some  other  converaatiou  tliat  then  took  place.  Their  chance 
visitor  told  them  it  looked  well  for  their  neighbors  that  in 
spite  of  the  great  rewards  already  offered  for  their  arrest, 
no  traitor  had  been  found  to  pilot  the  enemy  to  that  camp, 
although  many  in  the  neighborhood  had  by  that  time  come 
to  know  where  it  was.  He  told  them  further  that  on  their 
perseverance  might  depend  the  success  of  the  good  c^use 
iu  Kansas ;  that  when  he  should  go  back  to  Lawrence  he 
would  try  to  have  the  Lawrence  "  Stulis,''  a  small  military 
company,  join  them;  and  meantime  hoped  they  would  not 
forsake  Douglas  County,  as  Brown  had  threatened  to  do, 
unless  the  settlers  took  np  arms  to  aid  him  in  his  warfare. 
The  cheerful  counsel  of  the  young  correspondent  encouraged 
them,  and,  as  Bondi  saya,  '•  they  felt  as  if  they  were  the  ex- 
treme outpost  of  the  free  North  in  Kansas."  Doubtless 
they  were  ;  and  with  prophetic  insight  Brown  said  that  day, 
"  We  shall  stay  here,  yoiing  man ;  we  will  not  disappoint 
the  hopes  of  our  friends." ' 

"  Charley,  the  brave  Hungarian,"  of  whom  Eedpath 
speaks,  was  Charles  Kaiser,  a  Bavarian,  who  had  settled 

1  In  (act,  tliere  wecv  but  four  of  Brown's  sons  h«Tf,  and  hia  soD-in-law 
Tbuiiipaon.  Ill  soma  other  points  tha  aorounl  is  eisggeratad ;  but  in  the 
uioin  it  gives  a  true  inctura  of  the  scenf,  as  remnnberBd  by  Bomii,  Owen 
Brown,  niid  otheis.  At  this  tiino  Julin  an<I  Jnun  Brown  were  primnen, 
on  their  w»y  to  Leoompton.  Jnaon  wiis  snoii  discharged  ;  but  John  Brown, 
Jr.,  remained  at  Lecompton  until  September  10,  when  he  was  released  on 
bail  and  went  to  Idivrence. 

*  AccordinK  to  Bondi,  Brown  hsd  sujajTBted,  ■  day  or  two  before,  that 
if  they  had  to  leave  Knnsas  on  ai^ixiunt  of  the  nawnrdicc  or  indilTi're 
their  rrieudn,  th'v  mi^htgoto  tAuisianannd  head  an  njirising  of  the  slav 
then,  to  mnke  a  diversion  in  Favor  of  It 
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in  Hungary  when  young,  and  in  1849  had  served  in  the 
Hungarian  revolutionary  army  as  a  hussar.  His  face,  says 
Bondi,  was  marked  with  lance  and  sabre-cuts ;  and  he  had 
a  taste  for  war.  He  was  living  on  a  claim  three  or  four 
miles  from  this  camp,  and  had  made  the  acquaintance  of 
Brown  in  the  "  Wakarusa  war  "  the  winter  before.  Recog- 
nizing in  Bondi  and  Wiener  fellow-countrymen  of  the 
same  political  opinions,  he  became  intimate  with  them  as 
soon  as  he  joined  Brown's  company  on  the  28th  of  May. 
The  same  day  they  had  been  joined  by  Ben  Cochrane,  a 
member  of  the  Pottawatomie  Rifles,  and  a  neighbor  of 
Bondi  and  Wiener,  who  told  them  how  their  houses  had 
been  burned,  their  cattle  driven  off,  and  their  goods  plun- 
dered a  day  or  two  before ;  while  the  United  States  dra- 
goon officer  refused  to  interfere  on  behalf  of  the  settlers 
on  the  Pottawatomie,  saying,  "  I  have  no  orders."  Bondi 
goes  on  to  say  :  — 

"  The  next  day  (May  29),  Captain  Shore,  of  the  Prairie  City  Rifles, 
and  Dr.  Westfally  a  neighbor  of  Carpenter,  ciiifie  t^)  our  <*atnp  and 
told  us  that  many  horses  and  other  property  had  been  stolen  near  Wil- 
low Springs,  ten  or  fifteen  miles  distant.  They  asked  Brown  *  what 
bo  calculated  to  do  t '  Brown  replied,  '  Captain  Shore,  bow  many 
men  can  you  furnish  me  f '  Shore  answered  that  his  men  were  just 
now  very  unwilling  to  leave  home ;  to  which  Brown  said,  *  Why  did 
you  send  Carjieuter  after  usf  I  am  not  williug  to  sacrifice  my 
men,  without  having  some  ho{>e  of  accomplbhing  something.'  That 
evening  (May  20)  Shore  visited  us  again,  and  brought  some  fiour, 
of  which  we  had  great  need,  as  a  present.  Brown  then  said  to  him 
that  if  his  neighbors  did  not  S4»on  tai^e  the  offensive,  he  should  cer- 
tainly be  comjwlled  to  leave  that  region,  for  the  Missourians  would 
sooner  or  later  find  out  our  hiding-place.  Captain  Shore  asked  him 
to  delay  his  departure  a  few  days,  saying  that  he  knew  the  Missou- 
rians suspected  we  were  in  ambush  somewhere  near  Prairie  City,  and 
that  nothing  save  the  fear  of  us  had  protected  this  neighborhood  so 
long  acrainst  attack  and  pillage  :  but  should  Shannon's  militia  find 
out  that  we  were  away,  it  would  be  all  over  with  the  Free-State 
men.  Brown  gave  him  till  next  Sunday  to  gather  the  settlers,  so  that 
with  combined  forces  we  might  hunt  for  the  militia  and  offer  them 
battle  wherever  we  might  find  them ;  Shore  promised  to  do  his  best, 
and  8o  the  matter  stood  when  Redpath  visited  us.  The  day  after  his 
visit  (May  31)  Shore  came  to  tell  as  that  a  large  band  of  Sbannon's 
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militia  were  «ucampeil  <m  the  Santu  F^  rutui,  by  Bliuik  Jack  Spriag, 
and  ftt  ten  o'clock  p.  m.  returned  with  Cnrpeuler  and  Mewhinne; 
bringing  seritius  news.  They  sait]  thai  thrro  men  from  ibe  BInck 
Juck  camp  hn<l  attii^^ktMl  a  Uuck  huuse  in  Paliiiyru,  three  niih'e  fniia 
Priiirie  Cily,  whery  seviTiil  ndghbi>re'  fiiinilies  were  viailiiig ;  that  the 
seven  Free-State  nii'ii  tiii^re,  though  well  armed,  hiid,  upiin  a  simple 
demand,  given  up  Ui  r\K  tlime  Misaonri&Ds  three  rifles,  three  rernlv- 
ers,  and  five  d(mi)le-biiri'i'  ich  a  disgrace,  onr  visiton 

thought,  cuuld   nut  be  CI  ,ly  ;  and  Shore  said   ho  liad 

sent  wurd  tu  all  the  scltiei  .  n.  Pniirie  City  hy  ten  the  next 

muruiug  (Sunday),  where  u  uld  expect  us  with  our  arms  aad 

Imrses.     Uaptaiii  Brou'u  fm  land  and  said,  '  We  will  be 

with  yitu  1 '  aud  mir  friends  t  midnight.    The  next  iniirn- 

ing  Brown  had  breakfast  <  ininon,  and  when  Cnrp«uter 

eaiiie  biick  ahuut  nine  o'cl.  (is  to  Prairie  City,  we  wpre 

reaiiy  to  start.     Ciiri>piiier  Toirnsley  assisted  Wiener 

to  empty  his  bi^tlle.  Captain  orown  enlled  out,  '  Reiidy,  Forward, 
^farcli ! '  and  we  were  on  the  mad  towards  llie  euciiiy.  Our  apjiear- 
ance  was  indeseribiibte.  Exeept  Kaiser,  none  of  us  liad  proper 
attjre ;  fi)r  our  eloilu's  readily  showed  llie  cffeels  of  husli-wbaeking, 
continued  for  tlie  hist  eiglit  days;  we  liad  coine  d<iwN  ^l  wcHriiig 
ideas,  suspicions,  and  incinories  of  wliat  had  once  been  hoots  and 
hats.  Still  in  tlio  best  of  spirits,  and  with  onr  ap])etitc  still  better, 
just  whetted  by  our  seant  breakfast,  we  followed  Captain  Itrown,  — 
he  ahmo  rcmuiuiug  serious,  and  riding  silent  at  our  front." ' 

Prairie  City  is  half-way  between  Lawrence  and  Osa- 
watoiiiie,  and  near  by  is  Hiokory  I'oint,  where  Dow  was 
mwrdered  by  Coleman.  Pate  had  l)een  encamped  a  daj-  or 
two  among  the  "black-jack  oaks,"  which  gave  an  uncouth 
name  to  the  stream,  and  though  Brown's  force  was  much 
the  smaller,  —  only  twenty-eight  men  including  Brown  him- 
self,—  he  did  not  hesitate  to  attack  at  once.  The  day  ivas 
Sunday,  aud  Brown  bad  attended  a  prayer-meeting  at  Prairie 
City ;  while  there,  three  men  who  had  been  at  the  sack  of 
Lawrence  rode  by  and  unconsciously  disclosed  Pate's  wliere- 
abouts.  Brown  set  out  that  night,  aud  at  four  o'clock  the 
next  morning  reached  a  patch  of  bUick  oaks  on  a  slofie  to- 

I  1  hnvp  abriilged  tliis  accimt  from  tbe  lettei-s  of  Bondi,  printni  l»th 
in  German  siid  Enclisli  in  the  Kniiniw  newspBiiers  (ifl883-S4.  O.rasion- 
•lly  the  ErRli^li  version  vnnes  fiorn  thi^  Genuan.  and  I  f.illow  llie  latter  in 
preference.     Prairie  City  is  about  live  miles  southwest  of  Bliick  Jack. 
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wards  the  tiortli  near  Pate's  camp,  but  awa^  from  the  water. 
Leaving  the  horses  there  in  the  charge  of  his  sou  Fred,  he 
marched  bis  other  twenty-six  men  in  double  file  until  hfl 
came  within  reach  of  the  enemy's  fire,  aud  still  pushed  for- 
ward under  fire  until  he  gaiiied  a  place  of  shelter  in  sight 
of  Pate's  tents,  but  screened  by  the  slope  of  land,  where  he 
took  position  in  a  ravine  ten  feet  deep.  The  firing  began  a 
little  after  six  a.  m,,  and  lasted  until  one  or  two  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon.  During  this  time  many  of  the  men  on  both 
sides  deserted ;  but  Captain  Brown  crept  round  on  his  hands 
and  knees  behind  the  ridge,  and  persuaded  some  of  the  de- 
serters to  fire  on  the  horses  of  the  enemy.  At  this  point 
Fred  Brown  (who  "  was  a  little  fiighty,"  as  bis  brother 
Owen  says)  came  riding  up  on  Ned  Scarlet,  Owen's  colt, 
waving  his  sword,  and  shouting,  "  Hurrah  !  come  on,  boys  I 
we  're  got  'em  surrounded ;  we  've  cut  off  all  commuuicar 
tion."  He  could  be  heard  a  long  way  off ;  and  his  great  size 
and  odd  gestures  alarmed  the  enemy.  He  was  shot  at,  but 
not  bit,  and  the  firing  upon  Pate's  horses  was  kept  up  by  the 
stragglers.  Alarmed  at  all  this.  Captain  Pate  tied  a  white 
handkerchief  on  a  ramrod  as  a  flag  of  truce,  and.with  that 
came  forward  to  meet  Captain  Brown,  who  was  returning 
from  his  successful  ruse.'  He  first  met  Owen  Brown,  who 
commanded  in  his  father's  absence,  to  whom  he  said,  "  We 
are  government  officers."  Owen  replied,  "  You  are  just 
the  kind  of  government  oflicers  we  want  to  fight."  Cap- 
tain Brown  came  as  Pate  was  saying  that  he  was  an 
officer  acting  nnder  orders  of  the  United  States  Marshal 
of  Kansas,  and  that  he  supposed  they  did  not  intend  to 
fight  gainst  the  United  States.     He  was  going  on  in  this 

'  OvraD  Brown  tilda  (April,  188B1  :  "  When  my  brother  Frederick  roda 
'Ned  Scarlet '  entirely  arDiiiid  where  the  tight  was  goin)(  on,  he  vaa  uot  M 
flighty  but  be  knew  well  what  ha  wan  iloing  :  he  made  a  dashing  appear- 
ance,  brandished  his  awonl,  nnd  shoiiteil  so  loud  that  all  could  dialinctly 
hear,  '  Come  on,  boya,  we  've  got  thain  surroundorl,  and  have  rut  ofT  their 
commnnicstlons.'  At  thli  very  time  Pate's  horaea  and  mules  were  turn- 
bling  down  prptty  livaly.  anil  within  five  or  eight  minutes  Pate  catne  out 
with  hia  white  handkerchief  tied  to  a  ramrod,  and  with  him  a  Free.State 
priaoner.  I  think  Fml'a  riding  aiound  thers  aa  he  did,  happened  jnat  »t 
the  right  time,  and  had  a  moat  excellent  atTect."  Like  all 
Ow«n  praitc*  th*  counp  otCtptain  Sbor*. 


LIFE   ASD  LETrERS  OF   JOHN   BROWS, 

way  IV lien  Brown  stopped  liim  by  saying,  "I  understand 
exactly  what  you  are,  and  do  not  wish  to  hear  any  more 
about  it.  Have  you  any  proposition  to  make  me  ?  "  There 
being  no  definite  answer  to  this  query,  Brown  continued, 
"  Very  well ;  I  have  one  to  make  to  you :  you  must  sur- 
render unconditionally."  Then,  taking  his  pistol  in  hand, 
Brown  returned  with  Captain  Pate  to  the  enemy's  line, 
leading  with  him  eight  of  his  own  men,  and  among  them 
Owen  Urown,  to  receive  the  surrender  of  the  one-and -twenty 
men  who  were  left  under  Pate's  orders.  As  they  drew  near 
the  line,  where  Pate's  lieutenant  Brockett  was  in  command. 
Brown  called  upon  him  also  to  surrender.  He  hesitated ;  and 
Captain  Pate,  to  whom  Brown  turned  requesting  that  he 
should  order  his  lieutenant  to  yield,  also  hesitated,  seeing 
the  great  apparent  superiority  of  his  force  over  Brown's. 
Quick  as  thought,  Brown  placed  his  pistol  at  Pate's  head, 
and  cried  in  a  terrible  voice,  "  Give  the  order  I "  The  Vir- 
ginian yielded,  and  bade  his  men  lay  down  their  arms,  which 
they  sullenly  did.  Brown's  force  of  eight  unwounded  men 
then  took  the  guns  and  other  arms  of  the  discomfited  party, 
threw  them  into  wagons,  and  marched  off  the  twenty  odd 
prisoners  to  their  own  position.  Here  a  treaty  or  agree- 
ment was  drawn  up  and  signed  by  John  Brown  and  Captain 
Shore  on  one  side,  and  Captain  Pate  and  Lieutenant  Brockett 
on  the  other. 

This  agreement  (or  rather  Pate's  copy  of  it)  seems  to  have 
been  folded  as  a  letter,  and  indorsed  or  addressed  on  the  Ijack 
as  follows  :  "  United  States  Marshal  Hays,  Colonel  Coffey, 
General  Heiskell,  or  Judge  Cato,  or  friends  at  Baptiste  Pa- 
ola,  K.  T."  These  were  the  persons  into  whose  hands  Pate 
and  Brockett  hoped  the  palter  would  fall ;  and  it  did  appar- 
ently reach  William  A.  Heiskell,  of  Paola.  one  of  the  persons 
named,  whose  widow  a  few  years  since  sent  it  to  the  Kansas 
Historical  Society.'    The  agreement  was  not  ciirried  out,  for 

'  Two  ropies  or  IbU  ogrennent  were  nwde,  one  of  which  Brown  kept, 
and  it  K'usent  l>y  hia  widow,  1angirt«r  hbdi^uth.  tatht-  Eanus  HtBtoricol 
Sot'ipt^  nt  Topi^ki,  where  it  has  ]>een  for  ax  or  ei;;ht  years.  Somf^time 
■rter  this,  the  duplicate,  wliich  hsti  b«pn  rrlAintd  by  Pnte.  wns  rJw  Beat 
to  the  libnriBii  of  the  Hiilorical  Society.  Hr.  P.  G.  Adama  :  and  now 
the  two  pspen,  lom  and  faded,  Itut  itill  kgible,  axs  exhiUtet)  aide  b/ 
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a  knowledge  of  the  capture  of  Pate  (oominaDicated  to  his 
friends  perhaps  by  this  very  paper,  sent  to  Paola)  brought 
from  Missouri  a  large  force  under  General  Whitfield  to  res- 
cue him.  Brown  also  was  presently  largely  reinforced ;  and 
a  sanguinary  battle  seemed  imminent.  But  on  the  5th  of 
June  Colonel  Sumner  appeared  with  a  force  of  United 
States  troops  and  summoned  Captain  Brown  to  as  inter- 
view, which  resulted  in  his  prisoners  being  set  at  liberty. 
It  is  said  that  Pate  was  at  the  sacking  of  Oaawatomie  two 
days  afterward,  while  John  Brown,  Jr.,  was  sot  liberated 
till  the  10th  of  September  following. 

Brown's  report  of  hia  men  after  the  fight,  made  to  a  com- 
mittee at  Lawrence,  was  much  the  same  as  the  list  already 
given :  — 

(On  the  face  of  the  sheet.) 

List  of  nama  of  mm  toounded  in  tht  batlU  of  Palmyra  or  Black 
Jack  ;  also  of  eight  vclutiteers  who  mainlained  their  position  dvring 
Uiat  fight,  and  to  whom  the  surrender  aas  mads  June  2d,  1856. 

He^ry^n^'i,,  {"'O""*'*^  ^^h  Thompson  datgerfusly. 

Hr.  Parniely,  woauded  slightly  in  nuee,  also  in  arm  so  that  be  had 

to  leave  the  groand. 
Chnrlea  Reiser. 
Eliiur  HiU. 
Wm.  David. 
Hugh  Mewhioney. 

Hr.  Cochrno,  of  Pottawatomie  (B.  L.). 
Owen  Brown. 
Salmon  Brown,  accidentally  wonnded  after  the  fight,  and  liable  to 

remHin  a  cripple. 
Oliver  Brown. 

(Names  of  all  who  either  fimi^hl  or  guarded  the  horses  during  the 
fight  at  Palmyra,  June  2<l,  IQHG,  will  be  found  on  other  eide.) 

Bexpectfidly  submitted  by  Joan  Brown. 

Messrs.  Whitman,  Eldiuoe,  and  othere. 

■Ide  in  Mr.  Adnms'i  invaluable  colleclion.  The  co]>;  printNt  on  page 
140  wst  obtained  by  Hr.  Rohinsnn,  of  Paoln,  fmm  Mrs.  Hi^iski-11  of  the 
Mme  town,  which  in  thp  ■dilrrss  it  tprmed  "  Bnptistc  Tnolii."  The  fnrm 
of  the  tpwment  nnd  the  order  of  Bignatiires  proves  thiit  Captain  Brewo 
ind  not  CapUln  Shore  was  the  real  leader  at  Black  Jack,  —a  (act  whick 
some  have  qneationed. 
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(On  the  back  of  tlie  eliM'l.) 

Ligi  of  voluntefTs,  either  engaged  or  guarding  hortea  during  the  fight 
at  Palmyra  or  Black  Jack,  June  3d,  1856. 


Saml.  T.  Shore,  Captain. 

Silas  More. 

Ditvicl  Hendriulca,  liciree  GoanL 

Hiram  McAllister. 

Mr.  PiirTnel3',  wounded. 

Silvener  Htirri*. 

Elknnah  Tim  moos. 

T.  Weiner. 

A.  Bonjy. 

Hugh  Hewhiauey. 

Charles  Keisor. 

EHiur  Hill. 

Win.  DnTid. 

Mr.  Cochran,  of  Potlftwalomie. 

(this  blank  to  be 


0.  A.  CaqiODlvr,  badly  wounded. 

Aiigiislus  Shore. 

Mr,  T owoslej,  of  Pottawatomie. 

Wm.  B.  Hajden. 

John  Mewbiuney. 

Huatgomer;  Shote. 

Hanry  Thompson,  dangeronsly 

wouuded. 
Eli«a  Basiiiger, 
Owen  BriiH-n. 

Fred'k  Brown.  Horae  Guard. 
Salmnn    Brown,    wounded    & 

crippled. 
Oliver  Brown. 
filled). 
(Signed)  JOHM  Bruwk. 


g  handwriting,  "  LisI  of  Volunteers,  ■ 


(Indorsed  in  Bro 
Black  Jack.") 

It  will  be  noticed  that  Brown  omits  his  own  name  in 
these  lists,  except  as  signed  to  the  report ;  and  also  that  he 
puts  Captain  Shore  first,  as  being  next  himself  in  rank. 
Apparently  the  fight  would  not  have  ended  with  the  capture 
of  Pate  and  his  men  had  it  not  been  for  the  daring  of  Brown 
and  his  sons,  who  were  the  true  heroes  of  the  day ;  although 
others  did  well.  These  sons  were  all  worthy  of  their  father ; 
they  knew  as  little  how  to  give  way  or  to  fear  odds  as  he 
did.  Owen  Brown  once  said  to  me  of  his  brothers,  "  I  never 
could  discover  the  least  sign  of  cowardice  about  those  boys ; " 
and  to  another  person  he  said,  "None  of  us  ever  made  much 
pretension  to  being  scared." 

Mrs.  Robinson,  wife  of  the  nominal  Free-State  governor 
of  Kansas,  whose  husband  had  been  under  arre^  for  some 
weeks  when  the  tight  at  Black  Jack  occurred,  returned  tfl 
Kansas  from  Massachusetts  two  days  after  this  fight,  and 
about  ten  days  after  the  Pottawatomie  executions.  She 
came  up  the  Missouri  River  from  St.  Louis  by  steamboat* 
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and  reached  Kansas  City,  on  the  Missouri  side  of  the 
Kansas  border,  at  midnight  of  June  3,  1856.  She  says 
in  her  book:  — 

"The  last  day  or  two  of  tbe  trip  on  the  Miasouri  River  rainora  of 
war  became  more  frequent.  IntlaminHdiry  exiraa  wrre  thrown  upnu 
tbe  boats  nt  ilifiereot  laadiugs.  PcHiple  at  Iioxingtoa  and  other 
points  along  the  river  were  inutb  excited  and  preparing  for  a  new 
invHsiun.  The  extras  stated  the  murder  of  eight  pnislxvery  men  bf 
tbo  Abolitiouists  and  the  cruel  mutiLitiun  of  their  bodies,  the  deatb 
of  the  United  StMea  Mareha],  of  H.  C.  Pate,  and  J.  McGee.  Deeds 
of  blood  and  violenee,  of  which  they  wero  houriy  guilty,  were  charged 
npoD  tbe  Free-State  men.  The  following  is  a  auinple  of  the  incen- 
diary extras  whirh  tlew  throngh  the  b<irdcr  counties :  '  Murder  is 
tbe  wntebword  and  midnigbt  deed  of  a  scattered  and  scouting  band  of 
Abolitionists,  who  had  courage  only  to  fly  rroin  the  face  of  a  wniDged 
«Dd  insnlied  people  wbcn  met  at  their  own  solicitation.  Men,  ]ieace- 
able  and  ijniet,  cannot  travel  on  ^e  puhtic  roadi>  of  Kansas  witbout 
being  caught,  searched,  imprisoned,  and  their  livra  perhaps  taken. 
No  Sontbemer  dare  venture  alone  and  unarmed  on  her  roads ! ' " 

Concerning  the  fight  at  Black  Jack,  Mrs.  Eobinson  says : 

"  After  a  two  hours'  fire  Pate  sent  Tom'ard  one  of  his  men  with  a 
prisoner  and  a  white  flag,  and  surrendered  uucondiliimnlly.  A  few  of 
his  company  fled  into  Missouri ;  among  them  wiis  Coleman  the  mur- 
derer. Twenty-six  men  wero  taken  prisoners  by  Captain  Hromi,  and 
a  qnantity  of  goods  stolen  from  Lawrence  whs  found  in  their  wagons. 
Tbe  delegate  to  Congress,  Whitlield  (a  proskvery  man),  left  his  seat 
before  the  Congressioual  Tnvesligating  Committee,  June  2,  at  tbo 
head  of  a  large  body  of  anned  men,  his  stated  object  being  to  relieve 
Pate.  While  Governor  Shannon  in  every  instance  has  stationed 
troops  in  a  town  after  it  has  been  sacked,  he  now  saw  the  Free-State 
men  rallying  to  protect  themselves,  and  feared  tbe  slave-power  would 
low  tbe  ground  gained  through  his  servility.  He  beard,  too,  of  iiid 
eoming  from  out  lif  Kansas,  and  issued  a  proelauiation  on  the  4lb, 
'  commanding  all  persons  belonging  to  niilitary  companies  nniin- 
tborized  liy  law,  to  disperse,  otherwise  Ihej  would  bo  diii])er5«ed  by 
the  United  States  troops'  Tbe  President's  proclamation  of  Febru- 
ary 11  was  appended,  and  Governor  Shannon  stated  that  it  would 
be  Btrirtly  enforced.  A  requiatiou  was  also  made  upon  Colonel 
Somoer  for  a  force  sufficient  to  compel  obedience  to  the  procluDa- 
tioD.  On  tbe  5ih  of  June  Colonel  Rumner  broke  in  upon  the  Free- 
State  camp  and  released  Captain  Pate  and  hie  fellow -prisuners. 
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Colonpl  Sumner  ordPred  the  Free-Slate  men  to  return  quietly  to 
their  homes;  &ad  then,  turning  tu  Pate,  Bald :  *  What  bunness  have 
yoii  liere  ( ' 

"  '  I  am  here  by  orders  of  Governor  Shannon.' 

"  '  I  SHW  Gcvi'nmr  Sliannun  yesterdny,  and  your  cjise  was  apeeinlly 
nuDsidercd ;  nnd  he  asserted  you  were  nut  Iiere  by  lib  orders.'  He 
tlieu  added;  '  You  ore  Misauurinns,  all  of  you,  and  when  you  crowed 
yuuT  SUIe  line  you  trampled  on  State  sovereignty.  Now,  go,  sir, 
in  the  direction  wlieuce  you  i^ine;'  and  aa  he  closed  his  remarks 
Colonel  Sumner  waved  his  hand  for  Pale  and  his  party  to  leave.  So 
the  brave  Pate  returned  to  Wcstport '  and  Kanais  Cily.  He  »«- 
knowledged  the  bravery  of  Brown,  for  he  s^d  Capt^  Brown  rode 
About  ihem  sword  in  hand  and  commanded  a  aurrendor,  and  ihey 
were  obliged  to  tnakc  it.  He  spoke  well  of  them  in  their  tro&tmeat 
of  him  while  a  priaoner." 

The  victory  of  Brown  at  Black  Jack  roused  the  proslavery 
mea  in  Missoarl  and  iii  Kansas  to  new  fury,  while  it  stimu- 
lated the  freemen  of  Kansas  to  new  effoits.  Both  parties 
mustered  in  large  force  near  Palmyra ;  and  on  the  5th  of 
June  a  hattle  seemed  nnaroidahle,  until  Colonel  Sumner,  as 
Mrs.  Robinson  mentions,  came  down  with  a  force  of  United 
States  cavalry  and  put  a  stop  to  hostilities.  He  also  sent 
for  Captain  Brown,  as  soon  as  he  heard  where  he  was,  desir- 

'  The  title  of  this  unfortunsle  Coptnin  Pale,  who  ifbs  &n  editor  in 
Westport,  was  dprivod  from  liis  conimonding  the  Wtaliwrt  Shnrjishoot. 
rn,  —  B  Border  Ruffian  company,  which  seems  to  have  emulated  the  repn- 
talinn  of  the  Kii'knpoo  Rangen.  With  hia  command  he  had  oljeycd  the 
wsr  proctamntion  of  OoTenior  Shannon,  been  mustered  in  as  a  part  of 
the  Kansaa  militia,  though  living  in  Missouri,  and  in  that  capacity  I^sd 
escorted  Gains  Jenkina  and  Ocorge  W.  Brown,  two  of  the  Lanrence  men 
arreated  for  treaaoD,  from  WeHtport  to  a  point  near  Lecomplon,  where  they 
arrivril  on  the  evening  of  the  19th  of  May.  He  kob  present,  taking  part 
with  his  command,  at  the  sacking  of  Lawrence  :  alVr  which  he  visited 
Leconipl'in,  where  he  learned  on  the  eTening  of  the  25th  of  ihe  execntiona 
on  the  Potlawntomie.  Aa  a  United  Ststea  deputy  maralinl  he  reaolved  to 
Rrrest  John  Urown  and  Lis  party  wherever  found.  "  Without  following 
his  aleps  in  detail  to  Palmyra  and  Pmirie  City,  and  noting  the  outngea 
wliieli  Pnte  pfirpetraled  at  these  placoa  and  in  their  vic^inity,  —  enough  U> 
lamo  with  infamy."  saya  an  enemy  of  Brown,  —  "the  two  men 
nUct  at  a  place  on  the  Sania  F^  road  known  aa  Black  Jack." 
What  resoltsd  from  that  contact  we  know  ;  the  would-be  captor  was  him- 
aelr  captured,  held  a  prisoner  for  three  days  by  Bron-n.  and  then  tvlsased 
by  tha  United  Statoa,  only  to  engage  again  in  the  lanM  camr. 
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ing  an  interview.  Brown  left  Ms  intrenched  camp  on  the  * 
Ottawa  and  went  into  the  camp  of  Colonel  Sumner,  who  at 
once  visited  Brown's  camp  and  came  to  terms  with  him, 
bidding  him  release  his  piisouers,  but  making  no  attciniit  to 
arrest  or  punish  him/  except  to  ask  the  civil  ollicer  who 
accompanied  him  if  be  had  not  some  warrants  to  serve. 
The  officer  declared  that  he  saw  no  one  whom  he  wished 
to  arrest ;  and  Brown  with  his  men,  though  charged  with 
murder  at  the  Pottawatomie,  as  well  as  with  treason  and 
conspiracy  against  the  Territorial  laws,  was  allowed  to  go 
forth  unpunished  and  without  being  disarmed.  Captain 
Pate  and  his  men  were  chided  by  Colonel  Sumner,  as  Mrs. 
-  Bobinson  says;  but  their  horses,  arms,  etc.,  were  restored 
to  them,  even  though  their  guns  might  have  been  stolen 
from  the  national  arsenal  in  Missouri,  as  was  done  a  few 
months  before.  Brown  felt  and  complnined  of  this  injus- 
tice, but  to  DO  avail.  He  and  his  little  l>and  dispersed  at 
Colonel  Sumner's  command;  but  they  soon  came  together 
again,  and  kept  up  theii  organization  duciug  the  whole 
summer. 

John  Brown  himself  was  near  Topeka,  July  4,  when  the 
proslavery  usurjters  in  Kansas  had  determined  to  disperse 

'  All  this  is  wuciuly  dcBcriliFd  Iiy  John  Brown  in  hU  letter  of  Jimt, 
[irintril  iu  a  fonaer  chapter.  The  account  by  Hrs.  Robmson  VBiien  io 
Mine  [Kiints  rroin  tbnt  of  Brown  ;  but  in  such  rsrintions  Brown  u  alnioat 
•Iwoyi  correct.  The  dUpersd  of  the  Free-State  Ipgislntiire  »l  Topeka  1^ 
Colonel  Sumner,  July  *.  in  described  bj  WillUm  A.  Phiirip*  in  the  '■  /  " 
tic  Monthly  "  for  18TS,  who  brinfp  in  Brown  u  present  and  iidvising 
snce.evvn  to  Federal  snthority.  It  is  Jonbtless  Inie  that  Brown  did 
tlian  once,  while  in  Kansas,  declare  thnt  the  Fedenl  troopa  might  pro) 
be  resiifled  when  they  upheld  the  usiiTinng  rulen  of  the  Territory  ;  bat 
there  is  uo  evidence  that  be  ever  sought  to  nttaek  tbem.  He  did  finalljr 
attack  all  ararnal  of  the  United  Stales  in  Virginia ;  but  that  wui  when  be 
hnd  fully  prov«l  thf  complicity  of  the  nationni  Oavemm>-nt  in  errry  rvil 
design  of  Ihc  sUve.|K)wer.  The  riovemiuent  which  he  woiilil  hire  n-siited 
iu  Kansas  had  JelTerson  Davis  for  one  of  ila  minirtera ;  and  the  cabinet 
officer  controlling  the  arsenal  at  Harper's  Ferry  was  Floyd,  who  afterward 
put  governiuent  arms  into  the  hands  of  reliel»,  nud  Inl  s  divtriim  himself. 
In  fact,  the  Federal  anlhority  from  185S  to  ISfll  wu  but  a  mask  for  the 
slave  oligaichy.  Colonel  FhilUpa  commanded  a  regiment  of  Indian*  dur- 
ing tha  Civil  War,  then  eerved  iu  Congrees,  and  now  lives  at  Wuitington. 
I  have  CD&daluad  a  Ultle  hit  "  Atlantic  "  paper, 
30 
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the  Free-State  legislature,  which  had  adjourned  to  meet 
there  on  that  day.  Mr.  W.  A.  Phillips  has  given  some  ic- 
teresting  details  of  this  period.  He  met  Brnwu  at  Law- 
rence, July  2,  and  rode  with  his  party  from  Mount  Oread, 
-where  the  Kansas  University  now  stands,  along  the  Cali- 
fornia road,  by  Coon  Point,  and  within  four  miles  of 
Lecompton,  the  proslavery  capital  (where  Brown's  sou  was 
a  prisoner),  until  tliuy  reached  Big  Springs.     Mr.  Phillips 


"  Therp  we  Itfl  iho  ruad,  going  in  a  soutli  westerly  clirectiun  for  a 
mile,  wlicu  wo  IihIcoiI  on  a  hill,  aud  [he  hursea  were  strippei)  of  their 
Biul<llcs,  and  piukuud  utit  lu  graze.  The  grass  was  wet  with  dew. 
The  men  ate  of  what  provi»ion  they  had  with  them,  and  I  rM*i»ed  a 
portion  from  the  captain,  —  itr;  beef  (whkh  was  nut  en  bad),  and 
bread  made  froui  com  bruised  between  stones,  theu  rulled  iu  balls  and 
cooked  in  the  ashes  of  the  camp  fire.  Captain  Bmwn  observwl  Ihat 
I  nibhk'd  it  very  gingerly,  and  snid,  '  I  am  afraid  yuu  will  be  hnrdly 
able  to  oat  a  soldier's  hareh  fare.' 

''  We  nest  placed  our  two  widdles  together,  sn  that  onr  heads  lay 
only  a  few  feet  apart.  Briiwn  spread  his  blanket  <in  the  wet  grasa, 
and,  when  we  lay  together  upon  it,  miuc  was  spread  over  us.  It 
was  prtst  eleven  o'clocli,  and  we  lay  there  until  two  in  the  nioming, 
bnt  wo  slept  ttoite-  .He  seemed  tii  be  as  little  disposed  to  sleep  ae  I 
was,  and  wo  talked  ;  or  rather  he  did,  for  I  said  little,  I  fuund  thst 
he  WHS  B  thorough  astronuiitiT ;  he  pointed  out  the  different  eimstel- 
lationa  and  their  tnuveinents.  '  Now,'  he  said,  '  it  is  iniduigbt,'  as 
be  pointed  to  the  finger-niarke  of  his  great  clock  in  the  sky.  The 
whispering  of  the  wind  on  the  prairie  was  full  of  m 
and  the  stars  as  they  shone  in  the  firmament  of  Gnd  seemed  tc 
inspire  hiui.  'How  adminible  is  the  symtnetry  of  the  heavens: 
how  grand  and  beautiful !  Everything  moves  in  sublime  homiony  ir 
the  gc)verQment  of  God.  Not  ao  with  ns  pnor  c 
Star  is  more  brilliant  than  others,  it  is  eantiuuslly  shooting  in 
erratje  wsy  into  spsec.' 

"  He  criticised  both  parties  in  Kansas.  Of  the  proslavery  ir 
said  that  slavery  bosolled  everything,  and  made  men  more  brutul  and 
course ;  mn  did  the  Free-State  men  escape  his  shsrp  censure.  He 
said  that  wo  had  many  noble  nnd  true  men,  but  ton  many  broken- 
down  politicians  from  the  older  Stales,  who  would  ruther 
lutions  than  act,  and  who  criticised  nil  who  did  renl  work.  A  pmfes- 
Btonal  politician,  he  went  on,  ynu  never  cwtld  trust ;  fi.reven  if  he  hsd 
convictions,  he  w«a  alwsys  ready  to  sacrifiee  his  princiiiles  for  his 
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all  vim  Inge-'  One  uf  die  moat  ioWresting  thinga  in  bis 
tiim  thttt  night,  aui)  citie  tlut  tnai-kcd  tiiin  as  A  theorist,  was  his  tront- 
inpnt  of  uur  forma  of  aucial  and  politiwil  Hfp.  He  Ihoaght  *ocietjr 
OQK^t  to  be  (irgiiDlKed  on  a  less  aelfisli  buaia ;  fur  wliile  material 
iut«rcsta  gained  somc-tbiog  by  tlie  dei6calii>u  ufiiure  scllighticss,  men 
and  women  luet  inuoli  liy  it.  He  luiid  llint  all  grvac  reTitmig,  like  the 
Chiistian  religion,  were  based  un  broad,  geaenxis,  self-sacrificing 
ptinripltis.  He  ooodemned  the  sale  of  land  as  a  chattel,  and  thought 
thai  there  wiis  aa  infinite  oamber  of  wrotiga  to  right  hcfore  eocieiy 
w»ultl  be  what  it  should  be,  but  that  in  our  country  slavery  was  tbo 
'  «unt  of  nil  vlllanies,'  and  its  abolition  the  firat  eaaentJal  work- 
tlie  Amerirau  jieopto  did  not  take  courage  and  end  it  apeiHlUy,  liamwt, 
fritpdoin  and  republiiuin  liberty  would  soon  bo  empty  i 
United  Slatea. 

"  He  ran  un  duriug  these  midnight  houra  in  a  conT«nittion  I 
never  forget.  Thi?  atari  grew  shar|>vr  and  clearer,  and  se 
liMiking  down  like  watchers  ou  that  sleeping  cump.  My  dtrnpauinQ 
paused  fur  a  abort  time,  and  I  tlioiight  ho  was  going  to  sleep,  when 
he  said:  '  It  is  nearly  two  o'cl'ick,  and  it  muet  b«  nine  or  ten  luilei 
to  Topeku  ;  it  is  time  we  were  inarching,'  —  imd  be  again  drew  my 
attention  to  his  index  murks  in  the  sky.  He  rose  and  called  hia  mr^, 
who  rospnoded  with  alacrity.  In  leaa  Ihnn  ten  miuutea  the  company 
had  wtddlod,  packed,  iind  mountod,  and  was  ngniu  on  the  march. 
Re  declined  following  the  road  any  farther,  but  insisted  nu  taking  a 
stniight  conrso  over  the  country,  guldiid  by  the  stars.  It  waa  in  vuin 
that  I  expoftiilatrd  vi'ith  him,  and  told  him  that  three  or  four  creeks 
were  in  iJie  way,  and  the  country  rough  and  broken,  so  that  it  would 
be  diffieiilt  to  find  our  way  iu  the  dark.  We  had  a  nmgh  time  of  it 
that  night,  and  day  broke  while  ne  were  floundering  in  tlie  thickets 
of  a  creeh-lMittom  Some  miles  from  Topeku.  As  soon  as  daylight 
camr  and  we  cimld  see  our  way,  we  rode  more  rapidly ;  but  the  sun 
hnil  risen  almve  the  horizon  before  we  rode  down  the  slopes.  Across 
the  creek  and  nearly  two  miles  to  the  right  we  saw  the  tcnta.  and  in 
the  morning  stillness  ctiuld  hear  the  bugles  bhiw  in  Colonel  Sumner's 
camp.  Brown  would  not  go  into  Topeka,  bnt  halted  in  the  timber 
of  the  creek,  sending  ono  of  hia  men  with  me  aa  r  messenger  to  bring 
him  word  when  his  oompiiny  wns  n<«ded.  He  hud  his  horw  picketed, 
and  wivlked  down  by  the  aide  of  my  horae  to  the  plurt!  *  ' 
the  creek.  He  sent  mcssagos  to  one  or  two  K<^nllcinen  in  \ 
and,  us  he  wrung  my  hand  at  parting,   urge)  lliat  wo  should 

>  In  >  later  convenntion  with  Phillipa,  ipuking  of  a  Kansas  politi 
he  took  out  hia  puckut  riim|iHB>,  uncovered  it,  and  said  :  *'  You  tee 
nwdlf  :  it  woWps  sbout.  imil  is  mighty  unMmdy ;  bnt  it  wnntx  lo  |<nint  tu 
Hw  Knth.    la  yew  friend  like  that  needlo  I " 


the  LegiuUture  meet,  resist  ttll  who  should  interfere  with  it,  aud 
fight,  if  neoessary,  aea  the  Dniied  Stales  troops.  He  hail  told  we 
the  uight  befure  uf  bia  visit  to  many  uf  the  f^jnificalious  ia  Kuru]>e, 
and  (!ritii.'i»ed  them  sharply,  huliliug  that  uioderu  warfurc  did  away 
with  them,  aod  that  n  well-anned  brave  siildicT  was  the  best  fortifics- 
ti(m.  He  criti<-jsed  all  the  Hrins  then  iu  use,  and  lihuwed  mo  a  fine 
repeat! ug-ritic  which  ho  enid  wuuld  carry  eight  hundred  yards;  but, 
he  added,  'the  way  to  fight  is  tu  press  to  rlvae  (juarters.'" 

In  August  Brown  joined  tlie  forces  of  General  James  H. 
Lane  in  northern  Kansas,  having  tii-st  carried  his  wounded 
son-in-law,  Henry  Thompson,  into  Iowa  to  be  taken  care  of. 
BetuTuing  about  the  lOch  of  August  with  General  Lane, 
he  proceeded  with  him  to  Lawrence  and  to  Franklin,  where 
there  was  some  skirmishings  and  from  the  middle  of  August 
to  the  20th  of  September  he  was  in  the  field  with  his  com- 
pany, fighting  the  Missonrian  invaders.  The  following  de- 
spatch invited  him  to  join  Lane  (under  the  name  of  Cook) 
in  an  expedition  :  — 

Mr.  Browx, — General  Joe  Cnok  wants  yoD  to  c<ime  to  Law- 
rence this  night,  for  wo  expect  to  have  a  fight  on  Washingtoli 
Creek.  Come  to  Topekn  as  soon  as  possihle,  and  I  will  pilot  yoo 
to  the  pluce.  Yours  iu  haste, 

H.  Stratton. 

ToF£KA,  7  o'clock,  r.  M.,  Aug.  12,  1858, 

Concerning  this  affair  Mr.  Stratton  (who  now  lives  in 
Culorado)  writes  me  in  these  words :  — 

"John  Brown  waa  with  us  when  '  Fort  Sanndera,'  on  Waharam 
Crpek  (I  think),  was  destroyed,  and  cotninandpd  the  cavalry-  A 
few  days  hef-ire  this  event  Major  Hoy  I  had  been  murdered  at  Fort 
Sannders,  where  he  had  gone  tnisling  to  the  fnct  that  he  wus  a 
Free  Mnsoii ;  but  he  wiis  murdered,  and  pnniiilly  buried  oHt  on  the 
prairie.  Genenl  Lnue  sent  out  an  expedilion  nnder  Cnplain  Shmn- 
brp,'  who  was  afterwhrds  slurt  in  ibe  jeroin  at  Lecmplon,  and  dieil 
fpinn  the  wonmt.  I  was  seeimd  in  eominnnd  of  the  expedition.  Wo 
djsonvered  Miij<ir  Hoyl'a  minaiiia,  and  removed  ihem  to  our  CAmp, 
which  I  believe  was  on  the  Wakaniw,  west  of  Lawrence.  The 
next  day  wi>  inarched  on  Port  Saunders.  General  Lncio  drew  up  his 
fiwes  in  front  of  the  fori,  Captain  Brown  occupying  ihe  right  wiug 

1  Or  Chunbrjc. 
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wiih  Ills  eavalr;.    A  clmrge  wu«  ordered,  sod  lh6  fort  taltMi ; 
ttu)  tniirdurcrs  liad  lied  iu'tu  the  timber  and  eKiipeit. 

"  Large  Bttires of  bsoon,  Bi'gtr,  Huur,  (M«,,  wcrv  i^uptured  aod  loaded 
into  our  tniin-wagDna.  The  diuiier  was  left  uiitasteil  va  [he  table* 
by  the  ruffians,  »i  prepipiiate  hmi  been  tbtir  tttgbt.  L'tiiiiain  llri'wn, 
with  hU  men,  was  amoug  the  fimt  to  reaeh  the  furl,  wliich  was 
Burroumlnl  by  a  high  rail  fence,  inaiile  of  which  heavy  eikrih-worhs 
had  been  thruwo  up.  t  waa  uctiug  as  Aid  to  Geoeral  Lane,  and 
that  night  piluted   him   tu  Tupelta.     This   is  the  only  tin      "  ' 

call  to  iiiiud  when  I  was  with  Captain  Brown  on  any  expedili 
though  I  used  lo  meet  him  often  M  different  points.     I 
certain  about  Captain  Brown  being  with  our  party  when  we  can 
in  from  Nebrudkii,  but  thiuk  he  wiw.     While  with  General  LamuM 
waa  charged  with  hia  personal  safety,  as  a  price  hod  becii  offered  Cl 
hie  hea^.     If  1  could  sit  down  with  some  one  who  was  ai 
participant  during  the  border  war,  I   presuine  in  talktug   < 
tiiney  I  could  recall  many  incidents  that  have  now  escaped  me." 

By  this  time  Browu's  name  had  becomo  such  a  tern 
that  wherever  the  enemy  were  attacked  they  believed  he 
was  in  command.     In  an  appeal  to  the  citizens  of  Lafay- 
ette County,  Missouri,  urging  them  to  take  horses  and  gtius 
and  march  into  Kaneas,  General  Atchison  wrote  thus,  undf 
date  of  Aug.  IT,  1856  :  — 

"  On  the  6th  of  August  the  nolorioan  BroHm,  with  n  party  of  thra 
hundred  aholiiionists,  made  an  attack  npnn  a  colony  of  GeorgiiinB,H 
murdering  about  two  hundred  and  twenty-ffve  aouls,  one   hundreftfl 
and  seventy-five  of  whom  were  women,  children,  and  slaves.    Thrift 
houses  were  burned  to  the  ground,  all  their  property  stolen,  —  horsM, 
cattle,  clothing,  money,  pntvisions,  ull  taken  away  fiuin  them,  and 
their  plows  burned  |o  ashes.     August  12,  at  night,  tliree  hundred 
alMilitti mists,  utukr  this  mmt  Broten,  attacked  the  town  of  Franklin, 
robbed,  pluiidcrerl,  niid  burue<],  ti>oli  nil  the  anna  in  town,  broke 
•>[>ea  and  destroyed  the  poFt-o(Bee,  captured  the  old  cnnnon  'SHeni- 
inento,'  which  our  gslliint  Missonriana  captured  in  Mexico,  aud  are 
now  turning  its  mouth  against  onr  friend*.     August  15  Brou>n,  mlk 
foHr  hundred  abolitionish,  mostly  Lane's  men,  mounted  and  a 
attached   TreadwoU'a   Settlement,   in    Donglaa   County,  uumbrrini 
about  thirty  men.     They  planted  the  old  cannon  '  Sarramenttf 
towards  the  colony,  and  surrounded  them." 

'  At  Biiptisl»'villp,  ten  miles   nortbi'ii.it  of  Osnwatornie,  on  an  Indian 
"  Pivacher  Slcwut "  really  commuKied  the  Free-5ut«  nwa. 
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It  is  not  necesaary  (nor  waa  it  in  1856)  to  believe  all  the 
stories  of  battles  and  sieges  which  were  related  on  one  side 
or  the  other  during  this  Kansas  imbroglio.  Even  when 
there  was  a  desire  to  tell  the  tvuth,  circumstances  often 
proved  too  strong  for  the  narrator.  But  the  great  reputa^ 
tion  of  BrowD  as  a  partisan  leader  is  aa  fully  proved  by 
these  fictions  as  by  the  authentic  reports. 

The  following  letters  from  John  BrowD,  Jr.,  in  prison  at 
Leoomptou,  seem  to  be  in  reply  to  a  suggestion  from  his 
father  that  he  might  be  visited  and  rescued :  — 

From  John  Brotun,  Jr.,  to  his  Father. 

Lkuohpton,  Aug.  14,  ISHt. 
Ton  can,  nt  an;  lime  yna  tbinic  it  best,  <^<jine  U>  onmp  and  sra  roe, 
especinlly  M  eveuiiig,  without  observalion.  Como  to  ihehoiise  of 
Mrs.  Wesley,  almut  fifty  roils  eaat  from  the  cainp,  and  she  will  senil 
up  her  hoy  to  let  nifl  kuow  Ihal  a  man  wauls  to  see  me.  Yuu  could 
no  douht  fiud  a  temporary  stnpping-plaee  either  at  Captain  Thuiue's 
or  at  Mr.  Lewis's,  abnut  a  mile  wiolh  of  our  nuup,  near  llie  Oh- 
fiimin  ruHd.  In  mniing  here  you  will  notice  two  camps ;  ours  is  the 
more  ea»(erhj.  If  you  wish  to  sec  me,  oome  tit  evening,  nu-ty,  to  the 
rapinin's  tent,  and  sny  that  you  wish  to  see  the  prisoners,  and  jrou 
will  be  aduiilted,  without  a  doubt.  Tiie  captain  ia  very  Mci»>miiio- 
dniing !  yon  cHu  eome  and  go  incog.  The  captain  uf  Company  I 
says  he  has  been  af^r  you  more  than  two  months.  Don't  lei  thein 
get  you.  I  very  much  want  Xa  see  you,  bat  don't  run  any  great  risk 
on  this  account  At  any  time  you  wish  to  write  me,  direct  to 
X.  Y.  Z.,  and  enclose  in  an  tnvehpe  U>  C.  W.  Babcock,  Lawrence. 

Aug.  18,  1PS6. 
The  prospect  now  appenn  so  fnvonilib  fur  us  that  it  does  seem  iiit 
though  I  had  better  not  try  to  meet  you  just  now,  Tlie  prospwi  is 
that  there  will  be  either  n  writ  of  hahau  earpag  issued,  or  a  diavge 
of  renuc,  which  wil)  in  cither  CAse  take  us  intu  the  Slates  for  trial. 
Hftve  sent  you  scvcrnl  letters  lately  by  pcrtmna  going  to  Topeka,  and 
I  euclose  one  which  I  wnrte  on  the  ISlli.i  The  bearer  iF  it,  not 
seeing  you  there,  ban  returned  it  I  was  in  hearing  of  the  attack  nn 
Colonel  Titus  this  niomtng.  A  messenger  has  just  coine  in,  staling 
that  lie  (Titas)  and  several  others  were  taken  prisoners ;  Titus 
wounded.  He  alao  reptirta  that  a  Free-Stale  man  wiis  eilher  killed 
'  Xot  extant 
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Sesterdity  nr  last  night,  xa  he  was  found  at  Titoa's  stiff  and  culd.  I 
saw  ihe  fire  of  Tiius'S  huase.  Weil,  it  wpins  that  Hoaveu  is 
einiliug-  on  oar  anns.  The  ease  ma;  be  that  iricliiu  a  fi-w  days  1 
shall  ihiuli  it  altogether  beat  l<i  try  tii  inwl  you.  A  very  few  diiya 
will  dctennine.     All  well.     May  God  hieas  yiu !     Goud-bj. 

I  ehoald  be  very  glad  to  see  you,  if  yoa  think  it  prudent  lo  viiiit 
mo.  There  is  nothing  here,  that  I  know  of,  in  tile  way.  If  ynu 
wime  jost  at  edge  of  evening,  no  one  nwd  linow  it  ia  you  ;  but  don't 
risk  yimraelf  if  yun  are  aware  uf  dangt^.  Tliere  are  gpiea  around. 
In  \ii.>w  of  present  prospects,  the  priBouera  tliiuk  best  that  no  iii- 
tempt  sliould  be  londe  at  present  to  release  (hem.  We  are  all  well 
treated  here.  Captjun  Snckott  is  n  noble  man.  Should  be  re; 
glad  to  knuw  where  1  uuuld  toiniuaiiii-ale  with  you  Irom  time  ■ 
linie.  J.  I).,  Jb.,  in  pmoN. 

Indorsed  by  John  Brown. 


The  allnaion  to  tiw  attack  on  "Titus,"  in  the  above  letter, 
will  be  made  more  clear  by  a  longer  letter  to  Jasou  Brown, 
written  in  part  on  the  same  day,  but  apparently  begun  ear- 
lier in  the  day.  The  same  letter  contains  some  notice  of 
what  hud  been  happening  in  Kansas  since  the  middle  of 
July.  These  chroni«lea  are  not  wholly  exact;  but  it  was 
not  possible  then  to  obtain  precise  information  in  Kansas, 
and  the  news  sent  to  the  prisoners  was  likely  to  come  from 
both  aides.  They  were  not  held  in  strict  confineroent,  and^ 
after  a  while  at  first,  did  not  suffer  much  hardship.  Indee 
they  might  easily  have  escaped,  as  will  soon  appear. 


From  John  Brown..  Jr. 

Camp  op  U.  8.  Cavalry,  near  Lecomitos,  Ea^i^ 
Aug.  IS,  1866. 

Dear  ItHnrHER  Jason  and  others,  —  Agreeably  with  my 
proiniso  to  write  often,  I  have  sent  you  lately  not  leas  thau  four 
letters,  —  one  or  two  by  private  hands,  the  others  by  mail  Events 
of  the  most  stirring  character  are  now  passing  within  hearing 
distftDce.  I  should  think  more  than  two  hundrt'd  shots  have  been 
fired  within  the  past  half  hour,  and  within  a  mile  of  our  nainp. 
Hove  just  learned  that  some  eighty  of  our  Free-Staio  men  hdi^B 
"  (lilched  into"  n  proslaVL'ry  cuiiip  this  side  nf  Lecompton,  whill 
was  commanded  by  a  noioriims  proslnvery  scunndrel  named  Tits 
AM  of  Um Bu&»d pai^ ftvn  Alf^woHk    Adronnlnn 
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is  now  riaing  in  ihe  vicinit;  of  liis  bnaae.  The  fiiiag  haa  c«ased, 
and  we  are  moet  imputieut  to  learn  the  rpsult. 

During  the  pnat  immtb  the  Ruffians  have  l>ecD  artivcl;  at  irorit, 
and  have  made  not  less  thiin  fire  intrenched  caiiipti,  wlicrc  ibej  hnve 
in  difierent  parte  i>f  the  Territory  establishL-d  Iheuieelvcg  in  aniieU 
bands,  well  proridf'd  with  pntviBiuns,  anus,  and  aiiimuuition.  Fmin 
these  Cttinps  they  t^ully  oiii,  steal  horses,  and  nib  Pr«t-Stule  settlers 
(in   several   cas«»  munkri  then  slip.bnck  into  iheir 

roinp  with  their  plunder.  bod;  of  out  men  tuadc  a 

descent  upon  Franklin,'  nt  Ishing  fight  of  aliout  three 

houre  took  their  bairncks  souie  sixty  guns  and   a 

cannon,  of  which  our  men  ed  some  inonlhs  since,  on 

the  road  fruia  Wcatport.  one  man   killi-d  sud  two 

sevorely  wounded,  but  it  ie  rill  recover.     The  eminy 

were  in  a  log  building,  frui  ejit  up  a  tharp  fire,  while 

they  themselves  were  quite  >ur  men  then  hnd  riTuurse 

to  a  system  of  tactirs  not  lEim  uowji  in  Pc.'tt.  Tiioj-  prm-iired  n 
WAgoD  loaded  with  bay,  and  running  it  down  agunst  the  building 
set  it  on  fire,  when  the  rasoals  immediately  surrendered.  Yesterday 
our  men  bad  invested  another  of  their  forti6ed  eamps  on  Washington 
Creek,  a  south  bniai'h  of  the  Wukarusa  ;  and  it  was  expected  that 
an  attaek  would  be  made  upon  it  last  niglit. 

Hurrah  for  oar  side  !  A  messenger  has  just  come  in,  stating  that 
on  the  approiiRh  of  our  men,  some  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  three 
hundred  in  number,  at  Wusliiugtcm  Creek  yesterday,  towards  even- 
ing, the  enemy  broke  and  ficd,  leaving  behind,  to  full  into  the  hands 
of  our  men,  a  lot  iif  pr[>vi$ioas  and  a  hundred  stand  of  nnns-  But 
this  is  not  all.  "hie  not^irions  Colonel  Titus,  who  only  a  day  or  two 
since  was  heard  to  declare  that  "  Free-State  men  had  only  two 
,  weeks  longer  to  remain  in  Kansas,"  went  out  last  night  on  a 
marauding  expedition,  in  which  he  took  six  prisoners  anil  a  lot  of 
horses.  This  morning  onr  men  followed  him  closely  and  fell  upim 
his  eamp,  killed  two  uf  his  men,  liberated  the  priHunei's  he  bad 
taken,  took  bill)  and  ten  other  prisoners,  set  fire  to  his  house,  and 
with  a  lot  of  arms,  tents,  provisions,  etc.,  returned,  having  in  the 
fight  had  only  one  of  our  men  seriously  wounded. 

August  19. 

The  affair  last  mentioned  was  conducted  with  ench  expedition  that 
the  United  States  troops,  located  abont  a  [oile  ofi',  had  not  time  to 
reach  the  srene  liefore  it  was  all  over  and  our  men  on  their  return, 
marching  in  good  order.    Our  men  numbered  four  hundred,  and  had 

'  Four  miles  south  of  Lnwrence.  The  fights  that  foUoned  are  those 
mentioned  by  Atctiison  on  pago  309. 
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the  cviDDOD  which  they  bad  taken  at  Franklin.  With  this  the;  firt 
MX  bulla,  out  of  eexea  shoiB,  thraiigb  CuluDel  Titua'a  house  before 
his  guug  eurraudeml.  This  eeriiw  I'f  victories  h&a  cuuaed  the  grcntcet 
feur  iiinoDg  tho  proslitvery  men.  While  tbo  firing  was  guing  on,  th» 
cititeOB  at  Leconipton  fled  across  the  river  in  the  great 
ti'in.  Great  numbore  are  leaving  for  Miwcmri.  Ootonel  Titus  ' 
aeriously  woundcil  by  h  Sharpe'a-ride  bnll  paasing  through  his  h 
anil  liHlglog  in  liis  shoulder  too  deep  to  be  reached.  It  is  thuugl: 
tho  wound  will  prijve  faiul. 

Day  before  ytaterdwy  Guvemor  Shannon  and  Mnjrir  Sedgwick  of 
the  nnuy  went  to  Lnwrenp^  to  uhlnin  the  prisoners  our  mm  had 
taken  ;  but  onr  men  would  consent  to  give  ihem  up  only  on  cimdiiion 
that  they  on  the  other  side  should  give  up  the  prisouers  that  Imdht'en 
taken  on  warrants  nt  Franklin,  the  next  dny  nfter  the  battle  there, 
for  parti cipAtiug  in  it ;  and,  ns  a  further  cimdltion,  thot  they  should 
give  np  the  canniio  which  hoii  been  taken  fmm  Lnwrenee  ui 
11  was  sacked ;  and  siill  farther  agree  to  d'l  all  in  tlinir  jiowtr  n 
break  up  tho  eamps  of  anned  desperadi)eB,  as  welt  as  to  prevent  thdl 
coming  in  from  Miss<mri.  These  terms  were  omiplied  with ; 
yesti^rdity  the  prisoners  were  exchnngetl  and  the  cannon  at  Lecoiiipion 
given  up  w>  our  nien,  and  it  is  now  once  more  in  Ijnwreoee.  Thus 
you  see  they  have  themselves  set  their  own  laws  at  nought  by  that 
exchange  of  prisoners  whnm  they  had  taken  ii 
WB  bad  taken  by  the  might  of  the  people.  Lane 
and  did  good  service.  Tlie  Chieugo  c-ompany  that  hml  been  turn 
baek  on  the  Missouri  River  were  on  hand  and  in  the  thic^kest  <>' 
fight.  Some  say  Colonel  Lnoe  was  in  it  himself.  Father  returned 
with  the  overland  emigr.inls,  leaving  in  Nebraska  Henry  Tbouipson, 
Owen.  Salmon,  Frederick,  and  Oliver,  mueh  improved  in  health. 
He  was  in  the  fight  at  Franklin,  and  also  aided  in  routing  the  gang 
on  Washiugton  Creek,  aa  well  as  in  the  capture  of  Titus  ai  '  " ' 
crew.  By  tliis  time  he  is  in  Iowa,  or  some  otlier  distant  r  _ 
He  is  un  omnipresent  dread  to  the  ruffians.  I  see  by  the  MisHini 
paiicrs  that  they  regard  him  m  IIlo  most  terrible  fr«  they  have  ( 
encounter.  He  stands  very  high  with  the  Free-State  men  who  will 
fight ;  and  the  great  majority  of  these  have  made  np  their  minds  iliat 
nothing  short  of  war  to  the  death  can  save  ns  from  eiterminnlimi. 
Say  to  the  men  of  Osawaiomle  lu  become  thoroughly  prepared,  1 
at  anytime  their  lives  may  depend  upon  their  efficiency  and  ")' 
hinee :  that  military  organization  is  needed  for  something  else 
amiaemeHl.  Don't  ful  to  ui^  the  enrolment  of  every  ablc-b 
Free-State  man,  and  place  yourselves  in  a  position  to  act  both  i', 
iively  and  defensively  in  the  most  efficient  manner.  SlringfelW 
and  Atchison  are  said  to  be  again  raising  .1  fon 
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Missouri  and  cany  out  their  longi-chorislieil  plan  to  drive  out  or  cx- 
tennioaie  our  people.  If  our  men  are  wide  awake  we  shnll  gain  the 
d&y.  The  priuipeut  for  KanERs  LeiHiiaiRg  a  fr«e  Shite  never  li>oked 
brighter.     Now  is  the  lime  to  prepare,  and  oootiunt'  prepared. 

Have  not  jct  learned  iif  atiy  definite  acliun  t>r  Congress  in  regard 
to  us  prieonera,  but  we  doubtless  sliall  in  a  few  da^is.     Wenlthy  con- 
tinues to  have  the  ehilU  and  fever  every  few  days.     Write  often. 
Evor  your  affectionate  Ututher, 

JOUK. 

The  last  tight  at  Osawatomie,  which  for  some  reason  or 
other  was  more  celebrated  thau  any  of  the  encounters  in 
which  Brown  engaged  during  1856,  was  the  third  skitmish 
-  that  had  taken  place  at  or  near  that  historic  village.  The 
first  was  on  Jnne  2,  and  is  mentioned  by  Brown  in  his  letter 
of  June  24 ;  the  second  was  early  in  An^st,  and  is  probably 
the  same  as  the  attack  on  Bnford's  men  about  Middle  Creek, 
boon  to  be  spoken  of,  which  occurred  August  5;'  the  third 
was  on  the  30th  of  August,  and  was  provoked  by  the  defeat 
of  Buford's  men.  In  both  these  August  encounters  John 
Brown  had  some  share. 

A  Boston  clergyman  (Rev.  J.  W.  Winkley),  who  was  in 
Kansas  as  a  young  man  in  1856,  has  described  to  me  with 
some  detail  John  Brown  on  the  war-path,  as  he  saw  him 
during  the  fights  of  August.  Mr.  "Winkley  was  then  liv- 
ing on  the  South  Pottawatomie,  twenty  miles  alxive  Osawa- 
tomie,  and  had  enlisted  to  join  Brown  there,  with  twenty 
others,  upon  the  news  of  an  invasion  of  Missourians.  They 
tiuvelled  all  night,  reached  Oaawatomie  in  the  morning, 
breakfasted  there,  and  then  went  with  Captains  Cline  and 
Shore  (seventy  men  in  all)  to  attack  the  enemy,  whom  tbey 
surprised  and  defeated  to  the  number  of  two  hundred  or 
more.  Soon  after,  Brown  came  np  from  Osawatomie  and 
congratulated  the  men  on  their  victory,  at  which  he  had  not 
been  present,  A  Missourian,  mortally  wounded,  wished 
greatly  to  see  Brown  before  he  died.  The  old  hero  rode  up 
to  the  wagon  where  the  wounded  man  was,  and  said  with 
some  sternness  :  "  You  wish  to  see  me ;  here  I  am.  Take 
a  good  look  at  me,  and  tell  your  friends  when  you  get  back 
to  Missouri  what  sort  of  man  you  saw."  Then  in  a  gentler 
'  Thi»  i«  one  of  the  battles  repoitsU  by  Atchiion, 
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tone  he  added ;  "  We  wish  no  harm  to  you  or  your  compaiM  1 
iona.  Stay  at  home,  let  us  alone,  tmd  we  shall  be  friends. 
1  wish  you  well."  Meantime  the  wounded  man  had  with 
an  effort  raised  himself  up,  viewed  Bi-own  from  head  to 
foot,  as  if  feustiug  hia  eyes  on  the  greatest  curiosity,  and 
then  sank  back  exhausted,  saying :  "  I  don't  see  as  you  are 
so  liad ;  you  dou't  look  or  talk  like  it."  Then,  reaching  out 
his  hand,  the  dying  Missourian  said :  "  I  thank  you."  Brown 
clasped  hia  hand,  said  "  God  bless  you  I "  and  rode  away 
with  tears  in  his  eyes.  Mr.  Winkley  also  describes  an  onset 
made  by  Brown  upon  some  of  his  own  men,  supposing  them 
to  be  the  enemy,  the  next  morning.  He  had  taken  volui 
teera  the  flay  before,  after  the  fight,  and  ridden  away  c 
some  excursion,  bidding  the  rest  go  home  to  their  farm£^ 
They  went  back  and  camped  where  tliey  had  met  the  enemy 
that  morniug.  While  at  breakfast  Brown  came  upon  them 
suddenly,  supposed  them  to  be  foes,  and  in  a,  moment  went 
chai'ging  down  upon  them  at  the  head  of  his  little  biuid  of 
thirty  men.  Before  he  attacked  he  discovered  who  they 
were ;  but  had  they  been  Misaourians  he  would  have  put 
them  to  rout  by,  his  ready,  courage. 

The  condition  of  matters  in  Kansas  and  Missouri  was  such 
at  this  time  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  obtain  correct 
information  of  what  was  going  on,  even  from  eye- witnesses. 
Owen  Brown,  who  had  been  badly  injured  after  the  campaign 
of  June,  and  afterward  very  ill  in  Iowa,  whither  be  had  gone 
to  regain  his  health,  wrote  just  before  the  fight  at  Osawato- 
mie  the  following  letter  to  his  mother  in  the  Adirondacs, 
which  illustrates  the  ex,igge  rations  then  everywhere  current ; 
while  it  gives  some  tnie  touches  concerning  men  and  things  : 

Owen  Brotcn  to  kU  Mother  at  North  Elba. 

Taboh,  PnEMOXT  CtiiTNTT.  low*.  Aug.  37,  ISS 
Dear  Motheh, — The  Inst  nrws  we  hid  from  Kansas,  fatlrf 
was  at  Lawrence,  and  hjvl  clinrpe  <if  a  ounpany,  — tlio  bntvesi  men 
the  Territory  conld  aflVml.  TlioBO  who  wime  through  here  froin  ihe 
TcrritiTj  say  tlint  father  is  llie  iiinst  ilnring,  rinirageinia  man  In 
KaDBRs.  Yon  havit  no  ilimbl  hcani  lliat  the  Frce-Slnte  ii 
tAken  two  fiirta,  or  Mix-klioimi'S.  with  n  6De  hit  tit  arms 
pruuuers,  and  two  raoaon.     Sbatnion  wm  obliged  to  8ec  lur  his  II 


816 


LIFE  AND  LETTEBS  OF  JOHN  BBOWN. 


llpSft 


afterwnrdB  came  to  Laoe  to  negotiate  for  peace.  He  proposed  that 
the  Free-Stale  men  shouid  gWe  np  the  prisonere  and  aniiB  they 
hud  taken;  at  tlie  same  time  the;  (the  enem;)  shonld  still  hi<ld 
our  men  as  prisiiuerB,  and  keep  uU  ihp  urinB  they  hud  tnki-n  from 
the  Frei*-State  men.  But  Lane  would  uot  consent  to  llia.1  ;  bo 
reiiuired  Shannon  to  deliver  up  the  howitzer  they  had  taken  at 
Liiwrenee,  release  some  prisoners,  disarm  the  proslHrery  men  in 
the  Territory,  and  do  all  in  his  power  to  remove  the  enerny  fn)m 
the  Territ'iry.  With  fear  and  trembling,  Shannon  cunwnted  to 
all  of  Lime's  dewimde. 

There  is  now  at  thin  place  a  company  of  voiunteors  fWim  Uaine, 
Maasochusetts,  and  Michigan,  —  about  eighty  in  all.  We  hear  laWly 
that  about  three  thousand  Miseouriaus  have  croB!«d  at  St.  Juo  and 
other  )ilaces,  and  have  gnue  armed  into  the  Territory;  that  Gov- 
emor  WiKidson  haa  sent  four  hundred  mounted  men  on  to  Ihe  fnm- 
tier  to  intercept  «ur  volunteers  aud  prevnnt  tlicm  from  carrying  in 
provisions  and  ammunition,  which  are  much  needed  now  in  Kansas. 
The  last  informatiira  comes  from  reliable  vourcrA,  and  is  pmbabty 
true, — a  portion  of  it.  We  also  learn  that  the  Free-Siato  men 
have  melted  up  all  the  old  lead-pijm  they  can  get  hold  of  for  ainiiin- 
nitiim ;  and  now  the  news  comes  from  reliable  sources  that  Lane  is 
ahoni  to  enter  Leav-.'nworth  with  two  thousand  inenj  that  he  has 
sent  word  to  the  citizens  of  Leavenworth,  rcrjuiring  them  Ui  deliver 
np  a  few  prisoners  they  had  token,  with  sotno  wagons  aud  other 
prc)piTty,  c>r  he  will  deBtn)y  the  town  fortliwitli.  Colonel  Smith,  of 
Leavenwiirth,  rointnaiider  of  Government  troops,  refuses  to  prot<>ct 
the  proslavery  men  of  tho  Territory,  replyuig  that  Lane  is  able  to 
dress  them  all  out,  troops  and  all.  Shannon  miido  a  Bpecch  to  tUetn, 
urging  them  to  cetue  hostilities, — that  be  could  not  defend  them 
(that  is,  our  enemies).  At  present  our  enemies  and  the  Miasonriani 
are  trembling  in  tlicir  hoota,  if  reports  are  true, 

I  %ave  gained  strength  quite  fast,  and  am  now  determined  to  go 
back  into  tho  Territory,  and  try  the  elephant  another  pull.  We 
hope  that  mun  will  vohintwr  by  the  tbousauda  from  the  State?,  well 
Htmed,  Willi  plenty  of  money  to  buy  provisions  with,  which  are 
scarce  in  Kansas  Territory.  There  are  probably  several  lliousand 
acres  less  of  com  in  Kansas  than  there  would  have  beeu  had  it  not 
been  for  the  war.  We  hxik  hard  for  help :  now  comes  the  tug  of 
war.  We  have  sent  on  nien  to  learn  the  state  of  aflairs  on  tbe 
frontier,  and  will  move  on  into  the  Terriliiry  shurtly.  We  are  now 
waiting  for  one  other  company,  which  is  within  a  few  days'  drive 
of  here.  For  the  want  of  lime  I  leave  out  many  particulars  in 
eounection  with  the  taking  of  those  forts,  which  would  lie  quite 
inkvesting,  and  show  Yankee  skill  aud  striilegj,  at  Inast.     If  any 
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of  our  fuiks  write  Ui  ub,  ur  to  me  (I  OMume  uiother  iwuie,  Geoitf 
Lfiiian),  direct  to  George  Lyman,  Tabor,  Fretnont  Coonly,  loWl 
caro  JftHHS  Junes,  Esq.  Mr.  Jnnos  will  Uke  tliein  uut  uf  the  nF 
here  and  Bend  lliem  on  by  private  oouveyanoe.  Wo  earn 
fftun  you  iu  iiuy  otlier  way.  Perhaps  you  know  of  a  difl'ercnt  w 
but  I  do  not. 

Yuur  offeutionate  sua, 

OWEK  BroWK.'' 

P.  8.  Have  Dot  heard  from  Fred  einoe  Oliver  and  William 
ThoropsoD  took  him  into  the  camp  ;  nor  have  1  beard  trom  Henry, 
Snlmon,  William,  and  Oliver  aince  ibey  left  ibis  place  to  go  home.   

"  Fred  "  waa  Jobn  Brown's  son  Frederick,  who  tliree  d 
after  this  letter  waa  written  was  shot  down  by  Missouri 
near  bis  uncle  Adair's  house  in  Oaawalomie,  the  inoniJii(_ 
of  the  fight  there.     William  Thompson  waa  the  brother  of^ 
Henry,  and  had  juat  come  from  North  Elba. 

John  Brown  made  two  written  reports  of  the  Osawat&-4 
mie  engagement  of  August  30.  The  more  concise  is  thft^f 
Bent  to  his  family  ten  days  after.  A  longer  report  of  thA  J 
same  date,  wbicli  he  published  in  the  newspapers,  lollowBifl 
it  immediately  :  — 


Jo  A  a  Bro 


o  hi>  F<,mi/!/. 


Lawiienue.  Kansas  Tbhkitorv.  Sept.  7,  IB6B. 
Dear  Wife  and  Cbildken,  every  one,  —  I  have  one  moment 
to  wnl«  (o  yoo,  to  say  that  I  am  yet  alive,  that  Jasou  and  family 
were  well  yesterday ;  John  and  family,  I  hear,  are  well  (he  hnng 
yet  a  pri»oDer).  On  the  inuming  of  the  30th  of  August  an  Hltack 
WHB  miule  by  tho  Ruffinna  on  Osawalomie,  numbering  some  A>ar 
hundred,  by  whose  MN)uts  our  dear  Frederick  was  shot  dead  wiihunt 
warniu^,  —  be  auppoaing  thcin  to  ho  Fn«-Stsle  men,  m  near  as  we 
ran  learn.  One  oilier  man,  a  (Cousin  of  Mr.  Adnir,  was  murdered  hy 
iheiu  about  tlie  »atne  time  that  Frederick  was  killed,  and  one  badly 
wounded  at  the  Bsine  time.  At  this  time  I  was  about  thrw  milM 
off,  where  I  had  some  fourteen  or  fifleim  men  over  oighl  that  1  had 
jiiil  cnliiited  to  «er,-e  under  me  ns  regulan.  These  !  rollerled  «  ' 
well  as  I  could,  with  some  twelve  or  RftiK-Ti  more ;  and  in 
Uirue  iinartera  of  an  hour  1  attacked  them  Inno  a  wood  with 
undergniwth.  With  this  fori'e  we  threw  them  into  coufiisiou  ftir 
about  Srteen  or  twenty  minuten,  during  which  lime  we  killed  or 
vvoanded  &om  seventy  to  eighty  of  the  enemy,  —as  tbey  xijr,  —  uid 
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then  WB  eeeaped  as  well  as  we  wiuld,  with  one  killed  whtlH  escspiag, 
two  or  tiiree  wounded,  uid  as  uis.iiy  inure  missing.  Four  or  five 
Free-Stttte  men  were  bulcherrd  during  the  day  in  all.  Jason  roogbt 
bravely  by  my  ride  during  the  fight,  and  escaped  with  me,  he  tiriag 
uuhnit.  1  was  struck  by  a  pHrtly'Spont  grape,  cuuistcr,  or  rifle  shot, 
whifli  bruised  me  some,  but  did  not  injure  me  seriously.  "  Hithertn 
the  Lord  hae  helped  mc,**  notwithstanding  my  afflidions.  Things 
seem  rather  (jiiiet  just  now,  but  whitt  another  hour  will  bring  I  ivin- 
niit  any.  I  have  seen  three  or  four  letiera  from  Ruth,  and  one  from 
Watson,  or  July  or  August,  which  are  all  I  have  seen  since  in  June. 
I  was  very  ghkd  to  hear  onec  more  from  you,  and  hope  that  you  will 
o  write  to  some  iif  the  friends,  bi>  that  1  may  hear  from  you. 

n  utterly  uaublu  to  writf  you  fur  moat  or  the  time.    May  the  God 

ur  fathers  bless  and  save  you  all ! 

Your  affetaiunate  husbaud  and  futlier, 

John  Shows. 

Monday  morning,  Sept.  8,  I860. 
asoQ  has  just  eome  iu ;  left  all  well  as  usual.     John's  trial  is  to 


Early  in  the  luoniiug  of  the  30th  of  August  the  enemy's  scouts 
approached  ti>  within  one  mile  and  a  half  of  the  western  boundary  of 
the  town  of  Osawatomie.  At  this  place  my  son  Frederick  (who  was 
not  ntiachcd  to  my  force)  had  I<nlge<l.  with  some  four  "ther  young 
men  from  Lawrence,  and  a  yoiing  mnn  named  Garrison,  from  Middle 
Creek.  The  scouts,  led  by  a  proslavery  preacher  named  White, 
shot  my  son  dead  iu  the  niad,  wliilo  ho  —  as  I  have  since  asoer- 
laiued  —  supposed  them  to  be  friendly.  At  the  same  time  they 
butchered  Mr.  Garris()n,  and  badly  mangled  one  of  the  young  men 
from  Lawrence,  who  came  with  my  son,  leaving  him  for  dead. 
This  was  not  far  from  sunrise.  I  had  stopped  during  the  night 
about  two  and  one  half  miles  from  them,  and  nearly  one  mOu  fmin 
Osawatomie.  I  had  no  organiied  force,  but  only  some  twelve  or 
fifteen  new  recruits,  who  were  ordered  to  leave  their  preparations  for 
breakfast  and  follow  me  into  the  town,  as  soon  as  this  news  was 
brought  to  me. 

Ab  I  had  H')  means  of  learning  comply  the  force  of  the  enemy, 
I  placed  twelve  of  the  recruits  in  a  log-house,  hoping  we  might  be 
able  to  defend  the  town.  I  then  gathered  some  fifteen  more  men 
b>gether,  whom  we  annod  with  guns;  and  we  startiH)  in  the  dirw- 
tion  of  the  enemy.     After  going   a   few  rods  we   could   see   them 
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Bpjimiichiog  tbB  town  in  line  of  battle,  abnat  hulf  n  tiiil»  <iB,  v 
a  hill  west  of  the  villuge.  I  th«u  giive  up  all  i<l«n  of  dcoug  inuro 
than  tn  aiino;,  fmm  the  limber  near  the  town,  into  trliidi  we 
were  sU  rplroutcd,  and  whieli  waa  fillcil  with  a  thick  gntwtb  of 
uuderbrush  ;  but  I  biu)  uit  time  l<i  rt>mll  the  twelve  men  iu  tlio  lug- 
bouse,  nnd  so  lost  iheir  iiBsiBtanue  !□  tkv  fight  At  the  puiut  abnxe 
named  I  tnct  with  Captuio  Cline,  n  wty  nrlivo  younf^  iiinn,  who 
bad  with  him  ^>ino  twelvu  or  fillceti  mounted  men,  and  persuaded 
him  U)  gu  with  ua  into  tlie  timber,  on  the  Bomhern  shore  of  ibo 
Osage,  or  Munua  ilos  Cygnoa,  a  little  to  the  northwest  ftum  the 
village.  Here  the  toco,  numbering  not  more  than  thirty  in  all, 
wore  directed  to  scatt«r  and  secrete  theiiiselves  as  well  as  they  could, 
aud  await  the  appnioch  of  the  enemy.  This  was  done  in  full  view 
of  them  (who  muBt  have  seen  the  whole  niovcineiit),  aud  bad  ii>  be 
doue  iu  the  ntuiost  haste.  I  believe  Captain  Cline  and  siime  (rf  his 
men  were  not  even  dismounted  in  the  fight,  hut  caouot  aaaen  \iutt- 
tively.  Wlien  the  left  wing  of  the  enemy  htid  approa^^hed  to  within 
common  rifle-shot,  we  oommeoced  firiug.  and  very  soon  threw  the 
northern  branch  of  the  enemy's  line  into  disorder.  This  contianod,, 
some  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  whieh  gave  us  an  uncommon  "ppOtJ 
tunity  to  annoy  them.  Captnin  Cline  and  hU  men  sooji  got  uutofl 
ammunition,  and  retired  ttcrosa  the  river.  ^t 

After  the  enemy  rallied  wa  kept  up  our  fire,  until,  by  the  leaving 
of  one  and  another,  we  bad  but  six  or  seven  left,     We  then  retired 
across  the  river.     We  had  one  mau   iiilled — a  Mr.   Powers,   frnm 
Captain  Cliue's  coiiipauy —  in  the  tight-     One  of  uiy  meu,  a  Mr. 
Partridge,   was   shot   iu  crtieeing   the  river.     Two  or  three  of  HmJ 
party  who  took  part  in  the  6ghl  are  yet  missing,  aud  may  be  lost  <ij 
taken  prisoners.     Two  were  wouuded;  namely.  Dr.  Updcgraff anJjM 
Mr.  CuUie.     I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  lenna  of  them,  and  of  UM^I 
others  I  have  not  now  time  to  mvulinu.  |H 

One  of  my  best  tnen,  togpthcr  with  myself,  was  Btrnck  by  a  pwH 
tislly  spent  ball  fr*im  the  enemy,  in  the  c<immrncement  of  the  fi^rtfl 
but  wo  were  only  braised.     The  loss  I  refer  tii  is  one  of  my  missing' 
men.     The  l.«9  of  the  enemy,  as  we  learn  by  the  different  state- 
ments of  our  own  aa  well  as  ihf-ir  people,  was  some  ihirty-out  or 
two   killed,   and    fmm  fi.My  to  fifty   woimded.     After  biiniiug   the 
town  to  ashes  and  killing  a  Mr.   WillinmH  they  had  taken,  wlioni 
neither  party  phiimei!,  they  t-mk  a  linsty  leave,  carrying  iheir  dead 
and  wounded  with  them.     They  did  not  attempt  to  cross  the  river, 
nor  to  search  for  us,  and  hiive  not  since  relumed  to  look  over  ibdr 

I  give  this  in  great  hnstj-.  in  the  midn  of  eonstani  ini^rniptig^^| 
Ify  aaeoMl  miu  wu  wiUi  »b  ia  iW  %lit,  juul  eacii{)etl  aaluuiq^H 
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This  I  mentiou  fiir  ihe  benefit  of  hia  Frieods.  Old  Preaoher  Wliite, 
I  hear,  boiut*  of  hiiviiig  killed  iny  son.    Of  course  he  is  a  liun. 

John  Baowx. 
Lawriscc,  K-iNSis,  8ii,t,  7,  isse. 

JasoQ  Brown  ("  my  Beoonii  son ''),  who  was  his  father's 
body-guard  in  this  ""*•*■  —'-*"-  this  incident  of  the 
campaign :  — 

nan,  bnt  I  oaunot  leam  that 
:k,     I  care  nothing  fi)r  th« 
himors  of  war.     It  matte  faether  1)ie  Imttles  uf  Itlnck 

Jack   and  OBawittoinJe  ni  as  victciriea  or  defeats.     1 

was  at  tho  Intler  «igiigpi  id  kntiw  whether  I  had  tb« 

honor  of  kilHfi^  (as  it  is  y  a-.mn>  pereinw)  Hnybody  U 

Owtwatoinie  or  not.  If  I  ui.,,  .  .hju.u  i^ladly  transfer  the  honor  of 
the  whole  slauifhtering  part  of  it  H)  ihe  Rev.  David  N.  I'ltcr,  and  to 
his  brother  in  divinity.  Rev.  Martin  White.  The  only  real  ooinfbrt- 
ing  re<-ollecliou  of  my  part  in  it  is,  that  1  did  all  in  my  power  to 
alleviiite  the  Bufferiiigs  of  a  young  ivnd  very  intelligent  Missiwippian 
named  Kline,  if  I  remember  correctly,  who  was  terribly  wounded, 
but  able  to  tjdk.  Ho  hiid  been  wounded  a  day  or  two  before,  in  an 
attack  hj  Free-State  men  on  a  camp  of  Georgians,  seven  or  eight 
miles  Bouthcant  of  OitawRtoinle.  The  weather  was  hot,  and  the 
wound  bi'low  the  kiieu  of  tlie  right  leg,  wliich  was  terribly  shattered 
by  a  Sliarpe'a -rifle  ball,  ivas  tilled  with  tnagguts.  How  it  waa  that 
he  did  not  liave  the  riglit  cure  I  do  not  know.  All  about  the  house 
where  he  was  lying  was  exi"itemcnt  and  hurry,  to  be  ready  to  meet 
the  enemy  we  expected  8<H>n  to  attack  us.  I  gut  help,  cleansed  hia 
wound  of  the  vermin,  dressed  it,  bathed  him,  and  changed  his 
clothes.  While  this  waa  being  done  he  asked  my  name.  I  told 
him.  He  said,  '  I  thought  the  Abolitionists  were  savages  before  I 
was  brought  here.'  As  he  lay  there,  palo  and  exhausti^  from  loss  of 
blood  and  suffering,  he  spoke  of  his  home  and  friends  in  Mississippi, 
and  how  he  wished  he  had  never  come  lo  Kansas.  He  said  he  would 
so<m  be  at  rest.  He  asked  me  if  I  would  not  take  care  of  him  for 
the  few  hours  he  had  to  live.  I  tidd  him  I  would.  As  I  waa  sitting 
by  his  bed  and  saw  the  tenrs  flowing  from  a  hi'art  full  of  sorrow  and 
trouble,  alone  among  strangers,  and  fur  fniui  hnnie,  1  thought  ihia: 
If  these  are  some  of  the  things  which  make  war  glorious  and  honor- 
able, deliver  me  from  the  honors  of  war.  In  a  moment  more  I  waa 
suddenly  called  away  to  di'fend  my  own  life,  and  probably  lo  do  more 
of  such  work.  I  would  rather  have  the  real  good  it  did  me  then  !*> 
Cftre  as  best  I  could  for  a  few  hours  for  a  misguided  dying  enemy, 
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thao  to  have  nil  the  glorj  ever  giuuiHl  by  the  proudest  &uit  nioat'* 
Buucfsaful  wurrior  that  ever  shook  the  rarth  with  the  thundi-T  or  his 
gutiB  ami  the  treiul  uf  liis  mighty  armica  of  beasts  tmil  men,  utire  Iho 
wurlJ  begiiQ.     I  heard  afterwariis  that  this  youiig  man  was  rescued 
fnna    'llie   abolitiou   fieuds'  bj   Ifeid'a   anny,   and   tliroiv;  ^ 

wagDD  tvilli  utiier  wuuuded  uiuu,  and  died  stiiuetrhere  ou  the  way  tt 
MinDuuri.     1  duu'i  kuuw  that  ihia  is  true." 

A  contemporary  proslavery  account  of  this  figli 
folloiTB,  copied  from  a  Missouri  iiewspftper  :  — 

"The  attack  on  Oeawatoinie  vffiK  hj  part  of  au  anny  of  eleven 
huudred  and  fifty  men,  nf  whom  Atchisuii  was  majur- general.     Gen- 
eral Rpid,  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  and  one  piece  of  artillery, 
moved  on  to  attack  OHawatoinie ;   he  arrived  near  that  place,  and  w 
alt.acked  by  twu  hundred  AboIilianiGts  under  the  eommand  of  the  n 
torinuB  John  Brown,  who  ciniiinenccd  fiiing  upon  Reid  from  a  thitJC  1 
chaparrtil  fiiur  hundred  yardd  off.     General  Reid  made  a  successhA* 
charge,  killing  thirty-one,  and  look  seven  prisoners.      Among  the 
killed  waa  Frederick  Brown.     The  nolorious  John  Browu  wna  also 
killed,  by  a  prunlavery  man  named  White,  in  attempting  to  eroH  the 
Haraia  dee  Cjgnes.     The  pruslavery  party  have  five  wound<Hl.     On 
the  same  day  CapUiin  Hays,  with  forty  mco,  attacked  the  houBe  of 
Ihfl  Dolorioiis  Ottawa  Junes,  burned  it,  and  killed  two  Abolilioni        " 
Jonee  fled  ta~  the  cornfield,  was  shot  at  by  Hays,  and  is  believed  W  S 

The  Indian  missions  in  Kansas  were  little  centres  of  civi- 
lization, and  that  which  was  first  eBtablished  near  the  crossing 
of  the  Ottawa  River,  near  what  is  now  Ottawa,  was  long  aa 
oasis  in  the  desert.      There  the  Presbyterians  and  Baptists  I 
started  missions;  thither  the  Rev.  Joseph  Meeker,  in  IBH,  ' 
bro«[,'ht  the  first  printing-press,  and  there  the  first  Kansas 
book  was  printed;  there  lived  the  famous  Indian  and  his 
excellent  white   missionary   wife,  John   Teeumseh  Jones 
(usually  called  "  Tawey  Jones,"  Ottawa  being  properly  pro- 
nonnccd  Ot-/ffu>wa),     There  John  Brown  and  his  friendl 
were  always  welcome,  and  the  great  house  of  this  Christifti 
Indian  whs  "  long  the  hospitable  heaflquarters  of  Free-StatiJI 
men,"  as  Wilder  says,  with  whom  Horace  Greeley  made  this 
part  of  his  tour  in  Kansas  in  1859,  —  spending  a  night  at 
Jones's  house.    Brown  said  of  it  and  its  owner  in  1&67:  "I 
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saw  while  it  was  standing,  and  afterwards  saw  the  ruins  of, 
a  most  valuable  house,  the  property  of  a  highly  civilized,  in- 
telligent, and  exemplary  Chiistiau  Indian,  which  was  burned 
■  to  the  ground  by  the  Ruffians,  because  its  owner  was  sus- 
pected of  favoring  Free-State  men.'' '  The  house  was  after- 
wards rebuilt.  Its  destruction  by  the  Missouri  invaders,  — 
a  detachment  from  the  force  that  burned  Osawatomie,  Au- 
gust 30,  —  has  been  described  to  me  by  Jason  Brown  :  — 

"  On  the  29i1j  of  August  word  uame  to  toy  father,  who  was  posted 
a  mile  from  Osawntoinie,  on  llie  rood  to  Paola  nnil  Wcsl]H>rt,  un 
the  Mbsouri  eWc  i>f  tho  Maruia  iJes  Cygiiea,  near  whiTe  ilic  Stutc 
Insane  Asylum  now  stuuii«,  that  the  Mistfiuriaud  were  <m  their  way 
from  Westport.  At  tha  same  IJine  tha,t  they  attacbeil  Usawatotnic, 
they  sent  a  force  of  fiOy  men  to  liuru  tlie  house  of  our  fneud  Jones, 
and  kill  him  if  possible.  He  was  a  tall  and  siout  ChrisUan  Indian, 
who  had  mHrned  a  Miss  Emery  from  Vermont ;  lie  owned  much 
land,  bad  two  or  three  hnoilred  lieaif  of  mttle,  improved  breeds  of 
all  domestic  aoimuls,  and  hnd  ootmiiitted  no  iificnce,  except  being 
friendly  to  the  Free-State  men.  A  little  after  miilnigbt  he  heard  a 
great  noise  among  tiia  dogs,  ancl  sprang  out  of  bed  ;  as  he  did  so,  he 
heard  the  soabbarils  of  ibe  MisBourians  strike  on  the  Bug-stones  in 
frimt  of  his  house  as  they  dismounted  from  iheir  horses.  Thry  had 
let  down  his  corniield  fences,  and  ridden  on  all  sidi^,  hoping  in 
find  a  forue  of  Free-State  men  there  in  his  double  log-liouM^,  — 
at  that  time  the  best  in  Kansas  ;  but  there  waj»  nobody  in  it  except 
Jones  and  his  wife,  an  Indian  boy,  and  a  '  neutral '  named  Purker 

•  Mr.  Adsir  rerote  from  Osawatomie,  July  Ifl,  1858,  to  '*  Bro.  John 
BruwD,"  by  .Tavin,  inforniiiig  liiiii  that  of  tii.5f}  rtcrived  in  Juno  ttom 
"  Bro.  J.  R.  B.,"  iir  hud  assigned  $35  to  Johu  Browii,  Sr.,  and  his  uiinur- 
ried  vna  ;  410  to  J.  a,  Jr.  i  S7.2S  to  Jason,  and  t7.S8  to  6.  L.  Adxir. 
He  nays  h«  had  a«nt  bim  110  immediately,  ^  but  it  had  come  back  to  liiiii, 
and  ho  bad  now  sent  it  by  Georgo  J'artridge  to  "  j-ou  or  some  of  your  noiit " 
■t  Ottawa  Jones's  ;  (S  wu  paid  to  Frederick  and  $7  to  Henry  Thomplon, 
July  8,  at  Jonea's.  This  shows  thai  the  house  of  tliis  Indian  fcrnier  wa»  a 
rendrarous  for  Brown  and  his  i«rty.  while  they  were  under  arms  in  that 
anxious  siimmBr,  and  whila  they  wwc  hunted  like  wolves  over  the  pmirie. 
Sarah  Brown  says  :  "  On  th«  day  that  my  brother  Freiierick  was  killed, 
nfir  Oaawnlomie,  my  father  Inst  his  bat  in  ti^htiMg.  Whi^n  he  found  tbs 
body  of  bis  son  he  was  forced  to  lake  liis  hat  to  eover  his  own  head.  Atlflr- 
waid.  the  Indian  (Ottawa  Jones),  of  whom  he  often  spoke,  gave  bim  a  cap. 
When  on  one  of  hia  visits  home,  at  Kodh  Elba,  he  bi-ought  the  cap  with 
him,  and  Hud  he  wvnted  it  kept  in  uiemory  of  Ottawa  Junes." 
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fruui  Miwouri.     The  Rutfians  abooted,  'We've  got  joa  u 
oome  out,  come  out ! '    Nubody  r«plyiiig.  and  fewiug  Hn  itnilitu 
they  cried,  '  Fire  the  bouse ! '  and  hegHii  to  du  eu,  Mtling  it 
scvenil  pliici'B.     Junes  bail  BpizeJ  bis  gun  iind  stood  in  bis  fronl  linl 
tbinkiag  wbat  he  could  do,     '  I  know  we  must  eboot,'  he  i^dd  n 
'  we  must  fight,  iir  make  our  escape  ibe  heal  way  we  could.' 
tipencd  the  door  aud  cockeil  his  guu  ;  llie  enemy  hoariug  it  c 

out.  *  Don't  nhni)l ! '  whereupon  be  sprang  out  lu  bis  uigtit-  '  

nud  ran  as  fur  afi  he  coald  into  u  Iturty'Scre  cornfield  rhise  b;,  the 
enemy  ehootiag  at  him,  but  iiiisring  bim.  It  was  a  wet  and  uuld 
night  (August  29).  Ho  ran  through  bis  tarn,  ami  far  beyond,  nlxint 
two  miles  in  all ;  looking  back,  be  saw  his  house  burning.  The  . 
guide  in  ttiis  attiick  whs  Henry  Sbcnnau,  uf  Poitswatoinio,  wlio  IiaI,^ 
workeil  for  Jonea  and  knew  the  house  well.  Mra.  Jou. 
mean  time,  tatid  put  about  fmir  liuiidred  dollars  in  gold  and  silvoE  fl 
into  a  bag,  and  tried  to  connuil  it  and  herself  in  the  house.  ' 
cnptaia  uf  the  Ituffiaus,  lookiug  llirou^  the  dour,  saw  her  and  si 
'  Come  out :  we  won't  hurt  you,  —  y<iu  have  been  kind  to  us.' 
she  went  out,  she  dropped  the  money  iu  the  grass,  and  it  was  picked 
up  by  Sherman  or  some  of  the  band.  They  found  pHrker,  tbe  y" 
sonriao,  ill  in  bed ;  ns  they  approached  bim  with  tlieir  weapons,  ti 
said,  '  Don't  kill  me,  —  I'm  sick.'  '  Wo  always  find  n  good  n 
sick  men  when  wo  come  round,'  was  the  reply,  —  and  with  thai  the] 
dragged  bitii  out  into  the  road,  kuockod  him  on  the  head  anil  cut  lift 
throat,  but  did  not  sever  the  jugnlar  vein  ;  then  dragged  him  to  thi 
bank  of  the  Ottawa  aud  threw  bim  in  among  some  brush.  1  friuitj 
hiui  afterwanl  in  a  hospital  at  LauTence,  able  to  tell  his  story, 
which  he  added,  '  I  'in  not  a  neutral  any  more  ;  I  'm  a  Frec-Stnle 
man  now  ;  they  'II  never  take  me  niive  again.'  The  Ruffians  sacked 
the  house,  nhicli  was  burned  to  the  ground,  aa  described  by  my  father 
in  one  of  hia  speeches." 

A  marble  moniiment  now  stands  at  Osawatomie,  erected-j 
in  1877  to  com  me  mo  rate  the  battle  there,  and  bearing  c 
one  side  tbiii  legend  :  — 

TiDa  iMBCRiPTinN  iH  Ai.Bo  IX  commemoration  of  the 
HEROISM  OP  Captain  John  Brows,  who  com- 

MASnED  AT  THE  BATTLE  OF  OSAWATOMtB, 
AUO.    30.    185fi,   WHO    DIED    AND   OON- 

QiTKRED  American  slavery 

AT    CHARLEaTON,    Va., 

Due.  2,  J859. 


ishm  uf  DO  ordinary  merit,  being  for  do  less  &n 
-  aoii  keep  fresli  llie  memor)'  of  those  who  freely 
r  llieir  felluv  ""  .... 
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In  dedicating  this  monumeut  on  the  twenty-first  anni- 
versary of  the  fight  (Aug.  30,  1877),  Charles  Bobineon,  of 
Lawrence,  who  presided,  said  among  other  tbinga  :  — 

"Tbia  ia  an  ■. 
object  thftn  to  In; 
offered  their  lives 
for  a  righteous  it 
Borne  would  daro  to  die ; ' 
this  day,  cheerfully  ufrerc 
despised  race.      Tliey  we 
them  ID  the  &ec.    They  v 
fight  injustioe  wherever  f 
fight  the  law ;  if  U[iheld 
mont  must  be  resisted.    '. 
that  when  a  long  train  ol 
despotism,  it  WOB  rif;ht  nod  tiuiy 


We  are  told  that  '  scarcely 
radveatiire  for  a  good  man 
ose  death  we  com  me  morale 
tiBcrifiee  for  atruugers  snd  a 
ctioQS,  though  death  stared 
■rs  uf  oppression,  and  would 
I  into  law,  then  they  would 
giivemmeni,  then  govem- 
iVolucionary  slock,  and  held 
I  the  people  under  absolute 
Mw  off  siith  govtrument  and 
provide  guards  fur  future  security.  The  sou!  of  John  Brown  was  the 
inspiration  of  the  Union  armies  in  the  emancipation  war,  and  it  will 
be  the  inspiration  of  all  men  in  the  present  and  distant  future  who 
may  revolt  agalust  tyranny  and  oppression ;  because  he  dared  to  be 
a  traitor  to  the  government  that  ho  miglit  \>e  loyul  to  humauily.  To 
the  supor6cial  observer  John  Brown  was  a  rnilure.  So  was  Jesus 
of  Nazareth.*    Both  suffered  ignominious  death  as  traitors  to  the 


•  The  comparison  here  drawn  by  this  spoaker  is  too  close  and  literal  U> 
be  accepted  by  all  Cbriatiaiia,  but  it  wai  designed  to  e^preRs  the  deepest 
reverence  for  John  Brown,  and  to  indii'Sto  that  his  memory  is  immortal. 
In  fact,  this  Ohio  Puritan  ia  the  best-known  name  in  Kansas ;  not  that  the 
million  people,  —  white,  black,  and  ri.d,  ^  who  now  dwell  in  this  .State,  all 
know  accurately  who  he  was  ami  what  he  did  ;  but  they  have  all  heard  of 
him,  and  keep  hia  nieniary  alive  by  Isles  nnd  ilisputes.  And  in  the  districts 
where  he  moved  about,  armed  at  all  points,  the  air  is  Full  of  legends  con- 
cerning him,  —  some  true,  some  false,  and  most  of  them  neither  true  nor 
false,  but  a  mixture  of  both.  This  is  specially  the  case  in  the  re^cion  around 
Osawatomie,  that  villas  of  a  single  street  and  a  few  detached  liousea,  in 
the  angle  where  those  two  romantic  rivers,  —  the  Marais  drs  Cygnes  (or  as 
Brown  spelled  it,  "  Uenxlezene  ")  and  the  Pottawatomie,  —  come  together 
and  form  the  Osage.  Tiie  town  takes  its  name  from  the  first  three  letters 
of  "  Osa^e  "  prefixed  to  the  last  three  syllables  of  "  Pottawatcmie."  This 
centaur.liki'  epithet  was  the  work  of  another  Brown,  who  early  settled  in 
this  spot,  but  who  is  now  quite  forROtten  in  the  greater  fame  of  his  name- 
sake. The  Maraia  des  Cygnes  ha,i  a  niore  picturesque  name,  as  if  the  old 
French  voyngtura  who  gave  the  title  bad  found  the  swan  swimming  there. 
They  never  did,  but  it  was  some  other  great  bird  to  which  they  gave  tba 
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,  yet  oup  is  new  hailed  as  the  savior  of  a  world  from  d 
aod  iho  other  of  a  rjce  from  bondage." 

On  the  8th  of  September,  after  hearing  the  partJcalara  () 
the  Osawatomie  tight,  John  Brown,  Jr.,  wrote  to  hia  £ath 
at  Lawrence  thus :  — 

Monday  Horsimb,  Sept.  S.  1S5S. 

Dbab  Father  and  Bbotubr,  —  Colnael  Btuud  haa  juet  Imnded 
ine  yoor  letter,  for  which  i  am  moat  gral«rul.  Ifnring  beforti  heard 
of  Frederick's  death  and  that  yon  wore  misaing,  iny  anxiety  im  your 
arciunt  hag  lieen  mi>i>t  inlensc.  Though  my  denr  bruiher  I  shall 
aevet  again  se«  here,  yet  1  thunk  God  you  aad  Jiuum  still  live.  Poor 
Frederick  has  perished  in  a  good  cause,  the  succeBs  of  which  euaso  I 
IniBt  will  yet  bring  joy  to  milliotia. 

My  " circumstBDea?  and  prospects"  are  much  the  same  as  when^ 
last  wrote  you.  The  trial  of  Mr.  Williuina  and  me  is  hefii 
October,  —  I  believe  the  4ih.  Don't  know  whether  or  not  the  mherl 
will  get  Buy  trial  hpre.  Judge  Lecumpte  is  rejMjrteJ  skk,  and  aa  a 
uotico  of  the  Tiaines  of  the  jurors  and  witncsscn  has  been  served  o 
'  them,  il  looks  as  if  the  iutcDtion  is  to  hold  them  over 

Wealthy  has  the  ehills  and  fever  almost  every  dnj.  She  saee 
in  cheeking  it  only  u  short  time.  It  would  afford  us  a  grent  satlsfaoi 
tion  to  sec  you  and  Jni<>iu ;  he,  and  I  have  no  duiiht  you,  eould  eom« 
np  with  sntne  one  without  any  risk.  If  Governor  Genry  should  not 
release  us,  I  still  think  of  going  with  yon,  whenever  yon  think  it  heat, 
to  some  place  out  of  reach  of  a  re-arrest.  I  t-an,  I  have  no  doubt, 
aneoeed  in  making  .my  escape  to  yon  rrom  here,  where  W.  and  Johnnj  .. 

old  poetic  name  :  and  here,   too,  on  this   "Harsh  of  the  Swans,"  t 
Tulturv  or  slavery  croiked  its  foulest  note  b«roTe  committing  siiieid*. 
Ions,  slow,  winding,  and  sombre  stream,  fring^  ererywhvre  with  d 
womls,  it  creep)  tlirough  tha  counties  south  of  Lawrence,  where  the  won|l 
mffliuu  had  their  roastn,  and  where  the  darkest  di^s  were  done.     TllttI 
snn«1s  of  theft  and  murder  and  arson  on  the  Scotch  border,  aniund  whld* 
Walter  Scott  and  the  older  ballad- rask its  cast  an  atmosphera  i 
were  r*peat«d  in  ruder  ways  in  these  Miwiouri  Man^hea,  of  which  Job^l 
Brown  and  Jnmea  Montgomery  cnme  to  )>e  the  seir-Hpi<oinled  ivanlaR 
Uonlgnmery  was  himself  a  Scotchman  by  descent,  whose  great-grand ratlu 
had  foualit  for  the  young  CheialiiT  at  fiiilo.li'n  ;  but  Brown  waaof  then 
mixed  Puritan  breed,  and  inberltol  from  deacons  and  cajitaius  of  Connl 
ticut  "  the  (word  of  the  Lord  and  of  Gideon."    Moutgomery's  widow  al 
KuiB  still  live  in  Kansas,  bnt  none  of  the  Browns  nmain  there  alivi. 
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might  join  us.  There  is  some  Ulfa  of  oar  l>ebg  reiuoved  to  Leaven- 
worth BOOH.  If  ire  art,  I  suppose  the  difficulty  of  esca|>e  would  be 
very  inuoh  iurrenspi!.  I  am  aDxinus  to  a^e  jrou  butli,  iu  urdcr  tit  per- 
fect some  pliiij  i)f  csi'iipt  in  caae  it  Bbould  appear  best.  Cume  up  if 
you  eonsietenlly  <-an. 

The  battle  ut'  Os^in-atomie  is  considered  here  as  the  great  fight  bo 
far,  and,  con^jJering  tlie  enemy's  loss,  it  ia  certaiuly  a  great  virtoi-y 
for  us.      CerLtiuly  ii  very  jf  ihe  town  for  them.      This 

has   proven    imiat   u^n^i  "Yuulteea"   teiU   "fight." 

Every  one  1  henr  apeak:  hiud  iq  your  pmise.     The 

Misaourlans  in  this  regio;  f  greiit  feur.     Colunel  Cooh  ' 

WHS  heurd  to  say  that  if  i  prudent  iu  vieiv  of  their  sae- 

ceag,  there  was  nothing  ',  having  everything  onr  uwu 

way. 

Hoping  to  see  you  both  ever 

inato  son  and  bruther. 

(Not  signed.) 

On  the  reverse,  "  Captain  J.  B ,  Lawrence." 

Nenr  the  above,  in  John  Brown's  haudivriting,  is  "  J.  Brown,  Jr., 

In  connection  with  this  fight,  I  may  quote  from  a  let- 
ter coueerniiig  John  Erown  which  I  received  after  his 
death  from  Kicbard  Meudenhall,  a  Quaker,  then  living 
near  Osawatomie.  Ho  said:  "I  was  at  a  public  meeting 
held  in  the  spring  of  1856  at  Osawatomie,  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  what  course  should  be  pursued  relative  to 
submitting  to  the  '  bogus  laws '  (of  Governor  Shannou'a  Ter- 
ritorial Legislature),  more  especially  the  payment  of  taxes 
under  them.  I  was  very  unexpectedly  chosen  chairman  of 
the  meeting.  John  Brown  was  present,  and  made  a  very 
earnest,  decisive,  and  characteristic  speech.  For  the  action 
of  that  meeting  in  fciking  a.  bold  stand  against  the  '  bogus 
laws 'we  were  all  indicted,  but  the  warrants  were  never 
served.  I  next  met  John  Brown  again  on  the  evening  before 
the  battle  of  Osawatomie.  He  with  a  number  of  others  was 
driving  a  herd  of  cattle  which  they  had  taken  from  proslavery 
men.  He  rode  out  of  the  company  to  speak  to  me,  when  I 
playfully  asked  him  where  he  got  those  cattle.  He  replied, 
with  a  characteristic  sliake  of  the  head,  that '  they  were  good 

■  or  the  United  Sutea  Ai  my. 
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Free-State  cattle  now.'  In  the  tentli  month,  1858,  John 
Brown  and  two  others  —  one  of  them  Stevens — came  to  my 
house  and  stayed  several  days,  being  detained  by  high  water. 
I  found  him  capable  of  talking  interestiugly  on  almost  every 
subject.  He  had  travelled  a  good  deal  in  Europe  on  account 
of  his  business,  aud  he  imparted  to  me  some  valuable  hints 
on  different  branches  of  business.  I  once  heard  a  stranger 
ask  the  Bev.  S.  L.  Adair  if  he  knew  what  John  Brown's 
principles  were;  and  he  replied  th»t  his  relation  to  John 
Brown  gave  him  a  right  to  know  that  Brown  bad  an  idea 
impressed  upon  bis  mind  from  childhood  that  he  was  au 
instrument  raised  up  by  Providence  to  break  the  jaws  of 
the  vicked  ;  and  his  feelings  becoming  enlisted  in  the  affairs 
of  Kansas,  he  thought  this  was  the  lield  for  his  operations. 
Last  winter,  when  Brown  took  those  negroes  from  Hissuuri, 
he  sent  them  directly  to  me  ;  but  I  had  a  school  then  nt  my 
bouse,  and  the  children  were  just  assembling  when  they 
came.  I  could  not  take  them  in,  and  was  glad  of  an  excuse, 
as  I  could  not  sanction  his  mode  of  procedure."  Neverthe- 
less, Richard  Mendenhall  added,  much  in  the  spirit  of  John 
A.  Andrew's  phrase  ("Brown  himself  wjis  right"),  "Men 
are  not  always  to  be  judged  so  much  by  their  actions  as  by 
their  motives.  I  believe  that  John  Brown  was  a  good  man. 
and  that  he  will  be  remembered  for  good  in  time  long  hence 
to  come." 

The  state  of  affairs  immediately  preceding  the  fight  was 
made  known  by  many  letters  such  as  the  following,  written 
by  a  Kansas  farmer,  Cyrus   Adams,  who  emigrated  fr(HiiJ 
Massachusetts,  to  bis  brother  at  home :  —  V 

Lawretick.  Eanbas.  Ang.  21, 18GS. 
Dear  Bbotheb,  —  You  prohnlily  Ipam  of  the  n«tp  ofjiffSiirshmo 
ill  Kniisas  us  welt  as  I  cim  describe  llioiii.  We  lire  imiler  s  repiih- 
linin  fiinn  of  povcrnrnent,  bo  eiillvJ,  —a  fiirm  ut  (jiivcmiiieut  u-iiirh 
nUiiWs  its  people  Ui  1k>  ijnirdered  every  dny,  »□<)  lifis  no  hnud  for 
their  pniteciinn  ;  iLnd  en  we  are  all  of  im  linhlo  tn  bo  nionlcrcd  nnj 
iny.  Every  little  while  wc  are  set  upmi  bj  linnds  nf  ruffians  iwiinK 
under  ihe  iifGccni  nf  the  Geneml  fiovermneiit ;  tuwns  ure  wckiil  niid 
burned,  men  ranrdered,  and  property  dontrnypd.  Until  Intely  ilie 
Fr«e-State  folks  have  not  offered  much  reMSIance  lo  these  oulmgH. 
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It  wns  Idinu'D  that  bnuils  of  these  rnffiaiis  enrninped  in  the  viduHp, 
whnro  they  rnrricd  on  their  trade  of  horse- el ealing  and  rtibbery ;  and 
murdered  a  iuhq  with  whom  I  was  well  acquainted :  he  wb£  riding 
hj  near  one  uf  these  eatD[)B,  and  was  shut  dfad  by  aonie  of  tlie  guard. 
Ilis  niitne  was  Major  Uoyt,  of  DeerSeld,  Mass.  Another  inmi  wna 
sbot  near  the  same  place.  A  few  days  ago  a  brothrT-in-taw  <if  Mr. 
Note,  whom  you  saw  in  Concord,  came  into  the  Territory.  He  in- 
tended tu  stop  in  Leavenworth.  He  brought  his  wife,  und  left  her 
with  Mr,  Nutc  until  hi  could  go  bai^k  and  put  up  a  house.  When 
returning,  and  within  two  miles  of  Lcuv  en  worth,  he  was  shot,  andr 
horrible  to  relate,  was  scalped  in  the  Indian  fiiabion.  A  man  —  or 
a  beast — took  bis  scalp  and  canied  it  about  the  Streets  of  Leaven- 
worth on  a  long  pole,  saying  that  bo  "  went  out  to  get  a  damned 
Abolitiuu  scalp,  und  got  one."  Another  man  went  to  Kansas  Cit7 
f^  a  load  of  lumber ;  be  wns  shot  and  ecalp)^  in  the  same  way.  So 
yon  tnny  judge  of  the  folks  we  have  to  deal  with.  If  they  catch  k 
man  alone  they  show  no  mercy. 

Two  weeks  after  the  date  of  this  letter,  Governor  Geary- 
reached  Kansas  to  supersede  Shanaon  and  his  proslaverjr 
secretary  Woodson,  wlio  was  acting  governor.  At  that 
time  Lawrence  was  a  military  camp.  All  the  roads  lead- 
ing thither  were  blockaded  by  armed  bodies  of  Southern 
marauders,  and  every  day  violence  was  ollered  to  Free- 
State  citizens.  Guerilla  parties  of  Fvee-State  men  were 
also  abroad,  making  reprisals  on  proslavery  men.  Between 
these  bodies  there  was  little  safety  for  any  one.  Geary  at 
once  distributed  large  numbers  of  hia  proclamations,  order- 
ing all  bodies  of  armed  men  to  lay  down  their  arms  and 
retire  to  their  homes  and  ordinary  occupations.  He  de- 
clared hia  intention  to  protect  the  Territory  from  further 
violence,  and  this  promise  was  tolerably  well  kept.  "When 
questioned  by  the  people  at  Lawrence  (which  he  visited 
for  the  first  time  September  12)  whether  it  would  be  safe 
for  them  to  go  to  their  homes  in  other  parts  of  the  Terri- 
tory, he  replied :  "  You  had  better  stay  in  town  a  few  days 
longer,  for  mutual  protection ;  but  be  careful  that  you  do 
nothing  in  violation  of  the  spirit  of  tny  proclamation.  To 
defend  yourselves  gainst  an  attack  will  not  incur  my  dis- 
pleasure." At  this  time  there  were  some  eight  hundred 
Fre«-Stat«  men  assembled  in  Lawrence,  but  a  few  days 
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aftei  the  number  was  much  reduced.  Soob  after  Geary's 
removal  by  Bucbauan,  he  wrote  a  "  Farewell  Address  to 
the  People  of  Kansas,"  ditted  March  12,  1857,  in  which  he 
fully  describes  the  conditiun  of  thiugs  oa  hie  tirat  arrival, 
—  the  time  of  which  1  am  writing.  He  says  :  "  1  reaehed 
Kansas,  and  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  my  ofiicial  dtitiea 
in  the  most  gloomy  liour  of  her  history.  Desolation  and 
ruin  reigned  on  every  hand ;  homes  and  firesides  were 
deserted ;  the  smoke  of  biinilng  dwellings  darkened  the 
atmosphere ;  women  and  children,  driven  from  their  ha,\A- 
tatiutis,  wandei-ed  over  the  prairies  and  among  the  woe 
lands,  or  sought  refuge  and  protection  even  among  th^ 
Indian  tribes.  The  highways  were  infested  with  ouiueronl 
predatory  bands,  and  the  towns  were  fortified  and  garrisonee 
by  armies  of  conflicting  partisans,  each  excited  almost  to 
frenzy,  and  determined  upon  miitual  extermination,  Such 
was,  without  exaggeration,  the  condition  of  the  Territory  at 
this  period." 

It  was  in  the  midst  of  such  scenes  that  the  Border  Ruf- 
fians, provoked  by  the  recent  successes  of  the  Kansaa  farm- 
ers, raised  an  army  of  twenty-seven  hundred  men  for  their 
last  great  invasion'  of  the  Territory,  and  what  they  meant- 1 
should  be  a  final  attack  on  Lawrence,  where  John  Brown.  1 
then  was.     While  this  foi-ce  was  mustering,  Charles  Robin-  J 
son,  who  had  just  been  discharged  from  prison,  wrote  a  feir  J 
letters  to  John  Brown,  of  which  the  first  is  as  follows  :  — 

Lawrbnck.  Sept.  IS,  18541, 
CiPtAiJt  Jobs  Bhown. 

Dkar  8ik,  —  Governor  Goary  has  been  here  and  lallcs  vtrif  wefl,  | 
He  promises  to  pmleot  i>s,  etc.  There  will  be  no  altempt  tu  Hrreit 
Auy  line  fur  a  few  daye.  atid  I  think  no  attempt  to  amist  yiiu  is 
jQteniplntMl  by  him-  He  talks  of  lettiDg  the  past  be  forgotten, 
I  fnr  as  nia;  be,  and  r>f  c«mineiiciDg  anew.  If  ctmveDipnt,  I'jm  you 
Lit  cume  111  town  ^ud  see  us  f*  I  will  thea  tell  yuu  all  tW  ll 
iiveruur  said,  uad  tulk  urs<iinR  other  matters. 
Very  rMpectTully, 

C.  RoBisw 

'  TliB  Interview  solicited  by  Roinmnn  did  lake  jilara  at  ■  tioase  in 
Lawrence,  aad  in  uourse  of  it.  according  to  John  Bronn,  Jr.,  who  iru 
pnaeat,  Robtnwii  not  only  did  not  censure  BrovD  Tor  his  Pottawatonua 
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On  the  same  sheet  of  letter-paper  is  a  longer  letter  to 
Brown  from  his  son  iTobu,  written  the  same  day  :  — 

John  Brown,  Jr.,  to  kU  Father. 

All  senm  to  be  pleased  with  Geary.  They  think  that  while  he 
most  talk  <i(  enforciug  the  Territorial  laws,  he  haa  iutenJed  tii  let 
theta  lie  a  deml  letter ;  suys  nu  Territi>rial  i>lfiper  or  ciiurt  sbull  Hrrcst 
or  try.  Although  ho  aays  in  his  [iruclitimktiun  that  all  ariiiud  men 
must  disbaod,  yet  he  says  nur  inua  better  huld  together  a,  few  days 
until  he  can  clear  the  Territory  of  the  mililia  ;  requests  i>ur  men  [u 
enroll  themselves,  choose  thtir  own  offietrt,  and  couMdur  liim  as  chief 
anil  themselves  as  his  giuinl.  I  am  mcUued  tu  the  helief  ihut  unleiM 
Mmelhing  unusiuil  shall  turn  up  within  a  few  days,  you  hud  better 
return  home,  as  I  have  no  doubt  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  arrest 
you,  as  well  as  Laue,  whom  Guary  says  he  is  under  obligations  tu  ar- 
rest. His  plan,  an  doubt,  will  be  to  get  the  assistance  of  Free-Slate 
men  tu  aid  iu  making  arrcals.  Don't  allow  yourself  lo  be  trapped 
in  that  way.  Captain  Walker  tliioks  of  going  East  via  Nebraska 
eoon.  I  do  hope  you  will  go  with  him,  dir  I  am  sure  tliat  you  will 
be  no  more  likely  to  he  let  alone  than  Lane.  Don^t  go  into  that 
Kcret  mHitari/  rtfugee  plan  as  talked  of  hy  Sobinsott,  I  beg  of  you. 
I  shall  go  into  Mr.  Wtiitmaa'a  house,  about  two  and  a  hair  miles  west 
uf  Lawrence,  where  1  shall  make  arrangements  for  Jasun  and  cotn- 
mence  euttiug  hay. 

Robinson  to  John  Broivn. 

LiwuENrc,  Sept.  14,  1859. 
Captain  John  Brows. 

My  dp.ak  Sik,  —  I  take  this  opportunity  to  eipress  to  yon 
my  sineere  gratification  that  the  late  report  timt  you  were  among 
the  killed  at  the  battle  of  Osawatomie  is  incnrrei-t.  Your  c-ouree, 
so  far  as  1  have  been  informed,  has  been  such  as  to  merit  the 
highest  praise  from  every  patriot,  and  I  cheerfully  acoord  to  you 
my  heartfelt  thanks  for  your  prompt,  efficient,  and  timely 
Bgaiust  the  invailers  of  our  rights  and  tiie  mnnlerers  of  oi 
leus.  History  will  give  your  name  a  proud  place  on  her  pages, 
and  posterity  will  pay  homage  to  yuur  heroism  in  the  cause  of  God 


expcutioas.  bnt  nrged  him  to  ondcrtabc  rimilar  work  flsewhpre  ;  to  which 
Briiwn  replied,  "  If  jtm  know  of  any  job  uf  that  «ort  that  needs  In  be  done, 
1  odviw  you  to  do  it  ynurwif,"  or  words  to  that  effrct.     Robinson 
doRiea  that  be  made  mch  a  propositiao. 


.      I 
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snil  hiimauity.     Trusiiog  that  you  will  couulude  tu  remai] 

SOB,  and  B«rvu  >'  dario);  tlie  war ''  the  caune  y»ii  have  iltint 

t»  sustiiiu,  uud  u'itli  I'uraest  yrayers  fur  your  livnltli,  uuil  pntlecrio 

fn-iii  llie  shafts  of  ileitth  that  ao  thirkly  beset  your  pitlli,  I  BubMribj 

myself,        Very  res|iectfiUly,  your  ubeilieot  sorvaiii, 

C,   ROBINBC 

Lawrence,  S^pt.  li,  issa.  I 

To  THE  Sbttlkrs  op  Kansas, —  If  p-issible,  plea 

Captaiu  Jnhii  Browu  all  the  a3si!4tnDC«  he  tnay  ruquii?  in  defending 

Kauaaa  fnmi  inraJers  and  outlnwa,  aud  jdu  will  cuufer  a  favor  n; 

yiiur  ou-laborer  and  felluiv-citixen, 

C.  RoBiKSoKj 

At  this  time,  as  these  letters  prove,  there  w&s  no  qiiestioi^ 
among  the  Free-State  men  of  Kansas  concerning  the  s 
ices  which  Browu  had  rendered.     The  feeling  against  h 
1  consequence  of  the  Pottawatomie  affair  had  subsided^ 
I  nor  was  it  till  years  afterward  that  this  feeling  was  raalM 
cionsly  i-evivod.    The  general  effect  of  Brown's  deadly  blow  1 
has  been  described ;  but  it  may  be  asked  what  were  its  im-  j 
mediate  consequences  in  the  region  where  it  was  directlyj 
felt.     There  are  no  better  witnesses  to  this  than  the  tw  ' 
neighbors  of  the  men  that  anffered,  —  George  Grant  an49 
James   Haiiway, — already  quoted.     Grant  said  i 
"  Both  parties  were  greatly  alarmed  at  first.      The  proslaT-  ' 
ery  settlers  almost  entirely  left  at  once,  and  the  Free-Stats  ] 
people  were  constantly  fearful  of  vengeance.      As  a  matter   1 
of  fact,  there  was  no  more  killing  on  either  side  In  that 
eighhorhood.      Dutch    Henry, —  Henry    Sherman,  —  was 
killed  in  the  spring  of  1857,  but  politics  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it."    Judge  Hanway,  who  died  in  1881,  said  r  — 

"  It  wns  thought  that  the  effect  nf  the  Potlawntomio  aflftiir  would 
be  disastrouB  V>  the  sflttliira  who  hiid  Wki'ri  up  their  (juariere  in  this 
locality.'    For  a  few  weeks  it  looked  omiuuus.     1  speul  woM  of  my 

I  4«  to  the  wisdom  of  John  Brown's  irpin!t»l  policy  of  hrRi'Bre«ist«nce«ad 
■rn  r*taliatinn.  the  ntturioui  Judg?  Huriway  buys:  "In  tlie  «.irly  Kintu 

troubltSi  I  con!rid*rei1  the  extreme  meMures  vrhiiih  lie  adoptod  w  no 
•t  under  the  piirumslanrrs.  We  were  weak  iind  i-iit  off,  as  it  wern, 
\T  IVinrnIf.      Our  most  Uiiter  enemies  receivwl  their  BtippHrl  from  an 

joining  Slate,      ffa  ven  uut  iu  a  condiliou  to  iiaut  by  fores  the 
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time  in  the  bnisli.  The  BEttleiDeat  was  overnin  by  the  '  law  und 
nrder'  men,  wbu  took  ever;  iniiu  prisiinor  whom  they  came  aeniss, 
'  jay-hawlted'  horses  and  saddles,  and  even,  in  several  oases,  work 
oatUc ;  but  iifter  these  raids  ceased,  the  prutdavery  cleineQt  became 
willing  to  bury  the  biitchel  and  live  in  peaoe.  The  miwl  nltra  of 
those  who  bad  been  leaders  left  the  Territory,  only  lo  reiuru  at 
periods  to  hnro  the  house  of  some  obnoxious  Free-Siai«  inau,  Tlie 
PotUwaConiie  afikir  sent  atomir  intii  Lhe  [ini^very  ranks,  and  those 
who  remainod  aa  the  creek  were  as  deairons  of  peace  as  any  oiiiaa  of 
the  eoinmuuiCy." 

Brown's  only  autograph  aocouat,  so  far  as  I  know,  of  the 

attack  on  Lawrence,  in  September,  1856,  is  the  foUowii^, 
written  in  January,  1357,  as  part  of  his  address  before  Kevr 

England  audiences :  — 

THK  LAWItEKCE    FORAT. 

"  I  well  know,  that,  on  or  about  the  1  Jill  of  S<>pleinber  last,  a  large 
force  of  Missouri  HUB  and  oilier  ruffians,  numbering  twenty-seven  hun- 
dred (as  stilted  by  Governor  Geary),  invaded  lhe  Territory,  bnmed 
Franklin,  and  while  the  smoke  of  tliat  place  was  going  up  behind 
them,  they,  on  the  same  dny,  made  tbcir  appearanne  in  full  view  uf, 
and  within  about  a  mile  of,  Lawrence.  And  I  know  of  no  possible 
reason  why  they  did  not  attack  and  bum  that  place  except  thut  about 
one  hundred  Free-State  men  volunteered  to  go  out  un  tho  open  plain 
before  the  town  and  there  give  them  the  offer  of  a  light,  which  they  de- 
clined, after  getting  some  few  scattering  shots  from  our  men,  and  then 
retreated  back  towards  Franklin.  I  s»w  that  whole  thing.  The 
government  troops  at  this  time  were  with  Governor  Geary  at  Leoomp- 
ton,  H  distanre  of  twelve  milea  onli/  from  Lawrence,  And,  notwiih- 
Btandiog  several  runners  had  been  to  advise  him  in  good  time  of  lhe 
spproaoh  or  of  tho  setting  out  of  the  enemy,  who  bad  to  march  »onM 

tha  Border  Ruffinns,  hooked  and  mpported  im  they  werp  by  the  Bdministm- 
tion  •t  Washington.  Events  aftervoir,!  proved  Hiat  th'  roost  (l<ni>erate 
TBineilics,  w  in  the  PottawatomiH  affiiir,  wm*  best.  In  pUre  of  bmng 
tha  foranmner  of  ailditioimt  strifa  «nd  turmoil,  the  rmiill  provfd  it  was  ■ 
peniTB  measure."  Charlw  Robinson,  in  nn  srtic'lf  writt^^ll  for  the  "  Einsu 
Mngiuiiie"  m«ny  yosrs  tfto,  mid  of  the  cipmitions  by  Brown:  '•  They  h»d 
the  alTect  of  a  i^n])  of  thnixliT  fmm  h  clear  sky.  The  sUye  mm  Rtnod 
■gbaxt.  The  offli'iBls  wn  friffhteii'd  at  this  nev  mon-  on  tb'  purl  of 
the  supposed  snbdutil  freo  men.  Tliis  w«<i  a  wnrfsre  they  wen:  not  pfis- 
|«red  lu  wage,  hb  of  the  bima  fide  settler*  there  were  four  free  men  lo  one 
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/or(y  mites  to  reiioh  Lanrenoe,  he  did  not  on  (Ao(  tnemorabU  ocea 
gel  u  single  sotilinr  on  the  gnmnd  utili!  tift«r  the  enpmj  h»d  retre 
b»rk  In  Franklin,  and  had  been  gotie  for  more  than  Gvr  hnitre. 
did  got  the  troops  there  abuul  midnight  afterwards;  Hud  thtit  it 
wity  lie  sated  Lawrence,  us  ho  boaats  of  doing  in  Ilia  inetisage  Ui 
bogus  Lcgisluture  I 

*'  Tiiis  wiu  just  the  kind  of  protection  llio  aJministratitin  and  v 
tools  have  afforded  the  Free-State  eettleni  of  Knnauti  from  the  firal 
II  h-M  eiml  the  United  Stales  more  thau  hnlf  n  million 
past,  to  hiinixs  poor  Free-Slate  aetllers  in  Kansas,  and  to  viotnte  a 
(aw,  and  aU  right,  moral  and  consUtulional,  for  the  aoU  and  o 
purpose  of  forcing  slavery  upon  that  Territory.  I  challeuge  I. 
whole  nation  to  prove  before  God  or  mankind  the  conlniry. 
pnid  ibis  money  to  eusluve  the  aettlors  of  Knnsna  and  worry  theq 
nut  f  I  Bay  notbiog  in  this  estimate  of  the  money  wasted  by  CoiH 
greas  in  the  management  of  this  horrible,  tyraonie-al,  aad  damaal^ 

In  what  Brown  here  says  of  Governor  Geary,  be  d« 
Botue  injustice  to  that  officer,  who  proved  to  be  t 
governor  that  Kansas  had  duiiug  the  reign  of  terror  ^ 
l^Tia-oG.  His  motives  were  political,  no  doubt;  but  he  hac 
the  heart  of  a  man  and  the  courage  of  a  soldier,  a 
placed  hiraaelf,  in  effect,  on  the  Free-State  side.  He  might  I 
have  dispersed  the  invaders  about  Lawrence  more  speedily, 
but  he  was  not  then  wholly  master  of  the  situation,  or  did 
not  feel  himself  to  be.  As  the  course  of  events  at  Law- 
rence, September  14-15,  has  been  variously  represented,  I 
will  here  cite  the  evidence  of  eye-witnesses  and  contem- 
porary reporters.  H.  L.  Dunlop,  then  of  I.awrenae,  but 
now  of  Topeka,  says  :  — 

"I  was  atthat  limen  member  of  John  WrifilU's  nnnpnny.  Wbirt 
name  I  went  by  on  iho  n>lla  I  will  not  say.  Many  of  ns  wnnt  under 
fictitious  Dnmes,  My  next  yonnger  lirtither,  who  was  with  me  in  that 
cnmmivnd,  Wfnt  by  the  name  of  Henry  Preston.  You  will  find  his 
name  on  the  list  of  Lwwmpton  prisoners.  He  was  captured  at  Hick- 
ory Pi-int  wilh  Colfinel  Harvny.  On  the  day  pmeeding  the  sltnek  im  1 
Lawrenee  (Soptemlier  13),  T  went  eniit  of  Lnwrenwi',  throngb  tht  | 
town  of  Pwnklir,  with  a  dpraohment  of  Ca|itain  Wriijht's  men,  v 
scout,  the  bainnre  <if  Captain  Wright's  company  havine  pone  w 
Colonel  Hiirvey.  We  fiiimd  n  large  bi«ly  wf  men  crousing  at  ihi 
lower  furd  of  the  Wakanisn ;  th«y  camped  ibM  night  oa  ;lu  b 
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We  uouuted  their  tents  to  aacertain  about  how  many  there  were,  bb 
□ear  as  passible.  The  next  inuruing  they  commenced  to  advantw. 
We  fell  back  alotrly  through  Franklin,  liurking  their  mlvttnee-gnard 
occasionally.  Tliey  tirni  the  mill  at  FrankUn  and  rnmo  on,  ntid 
when  we  arrival  ii<-tir  Luwrence  their  ndvunra  was  |ireseing  ua 
closely.  The  Stub  KiHes,  Captain  Walker's  men,  cauie  up  and 
depluyed  on  our  right,  ai  '  '   '    o  position  in  the  rifle  pits 

near  the  head  -il'  M.osarh,  John  Brown  was  there.     I 

thiok  he  had  im  il  reddish  Ich  had  side  piectis  to  tarn 

down.     I  bcaiii  him  talk  e  boys  who  were  playing 

cards,  '  that  it  whs  uo  tin  that,'  tiiyiDg  that  the  pro- 

slavery  men  would  soon  I  eantioned  them  to  fiT«  low, 

and  talked  qiute  awhile.  Walker's  ni^n  had  opened 

fire  on  the  prushivery  adv.  ipere  bllinff  back. 

"Just  before  sunset  Johi  doattumen  stone  building 

that  stood  south  and  west  ol  . ..,  ...nr,  iiudaakod  me  to  take  some 

men  nud  hold  the  position  ready  for  the  morrow.  I  called  for  volun- 
teers, and  selected  ten  or  twelve  men.  They  were  mostly  Wright's 
men.  We  inarched  to  the  spot.  The  building  was  not  completed ; 
no  floor  liiid.  I  had  boards  hiid  so  that  we  ciiuld  Are  from  the  window 
openings,  and  placed  Bouie  videtles  out.  The  bnlnnee  went  ti>  sleep 
in  the  building.  Diiriog  the  night  I  lieard  a  rattling  of  sabres  and  a 
command  to  halt.  I  went  to  one  of  the  sentitiels,  who  was  on  the 
Santa  F^  trail  leading  west  towards  Lecompton.  I  found  there  a 
detachtneat  of  United  States  troops,  and  conversed  with  the  officer  in 
command,  gave  him  n,  dctiiileil  account  of  the  day's  doings  and  ihe 
positions  of  the  diffei'ent  forces.  He  said  he  would  tiike  a  position 
between  us,  and  Loarched  his  men  past.  In  the  mr)rDiiig  the  regulars 
were  between  ua  and  the  proslavery  men.  You.  no  doubt,  recollect 
that  on  tlie  dishandment  of  the  proslavery  men  it  was  pnip>scd  that 
a  portion  of  them  should  cross  the  river  at  Lawrence,  whereupon 
several  of  us  notified  Governor  Geary  that  we  should  fire  on  tlicm 
fivnil  the  buildings,  and  the  order  was  ehauged,  and  they  crossed  at' 
De  Solo." 

John  Brown,  who  was  in  Lawrenca  September  8,  soon  after 
went  to  Topeka,  and  wa.s  on  his  way  from  that  town  to  Osa- 
watomie,  when  the  ^fis30U^ians  began  to  show  themselves 
about  Lawrence,  Septeml)er  12  or  13.  The  latter  was  the 
date  of  an  expedition  sent  out  from  Lawrence  to  capture  a 
fort  of  the  Border  Ruffiana  at  Hickory  Point.  On  the  14th, 
wliile  many  of  the  armed  men  of  Lawrence  were  absent  on 
this  PX(iedition,  the  people  of  the  town  were  alarmed  by  the 
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news  "that  twenty-eight  hundred  Missourians  were  march- 
ing down  upon  Lawrence,  with  dmins  beating  and  with 
eagles  upou  their  banners."  The  autuiil  number  reported 
by  Governor  Geary,  who  visited  their  camp  at  Franklin  on 
Monday  the  15th,  was  twenty-aeveu  hundred,  and  their 
leaders  were  Ghaneral  .John  W.  Keid.  David  R.  Atchison,  B. 
F.  Striiigfellow,  etc.,  —  the  same  who  hiul  led  an  invasion 
three  weeks  before.  The  whole  number  of  fighting-inen  in 
Lawrence  that  Sunday  did  not  exceed  two  hundred,  and 
many  of  them  were  unarmed;  but  Brown  was  there,  and 
soon  made  himself  knoWii.  He  was  asked  to  take  command 
of  the  defences  o£  the  town,  and  though  ha  declined  this,  he 
did  his  whole  duty.  Between  four  and  iive  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  he  assembled  the  people  in  the  main  street,  and^  i 
mounted  on  a  dry-goods  box  in  the  midst  of  them,  t 
this  speech,  which  is  reported  by  one  who  heard  him :  — 

"  Gehtlbxe!«,  —  It  is  suid  tbcro  sro  twcuty-five  huuiireil  Mis-  ' 
RourisDii  Udwn  At  Krauklia.  nud  that  lliey  will  bo  here  in  two  hourH. 
You  <Mn  s«e  fur  jimnuilvca  the  srooki!  tlif>y  niv  itinking  by  setting  Era 
to  the  houses  id  thnt  town.  Now  is  pmlmbly  rhe  last  opportuuUjr 
you  will  have  tif  si^uing  a  Ught,  so  thai  you  had  bettor  d»  yuur  b< 
Tfthcy  shiiuM  ntine  u|i  nnd  aitiiek  us,  dou't  yi^U  and  iimke  n 
nuiso,  but  remain  prrfeotly  sik'ut  aiirl  still.  Wiiit  till  they  get  witU 
Iwunly-five  yanls  of  you ;  get  a  gtmd  objucl ;  be  sure  yi> 
hinil  sight  of  your  gun,  — then  fire.  A  gnwt  dcalofpiiwilerand  Im 
ami  very  -prooious  time  is  wasted  by  shimting  t^o  high. 
bctliT  aim  At  their  legs  than  at  their  beails.  In  either  fa» 
gf  th»  hind  sights  uf  your  guns.  It  is  fn>m  the  oegleiRt  n(  this  that  £ 
mysi'tr  have  su  m>tuy  Umt^s  esoappd ;  for  if  all  the  bullets  thut  havi 
I'Vcr  lieeu  aimed  at  me  hail  hit,  I  should  have  been  as  full  of  IiuImi  m 
iiriildU-." 

After  this  exhortation,  which  reminds  one  of  John  Stark 
at  Bunker  Hill  and  Bennington,  Brown  sent  a  small  force 
to  the  few  defences  about  the  town,  and  others  ordered  all 
the  men  who  had  the  far-shooting  Sharpe's  rifle — then  a  new 
weapon — to  go  out  upon  the  prairie,  half  a  mile  south,  where 
by  this  time  the  invading  horsemen  could  be  seen,  two  miles 
off.  After  a  halt  for  reconnoitring  puri>0SPS.  the  enemy  niadu 
an  advance  upon  Brown's  left,  and  came  within  half  a  mile 
of  his  advance  guard,  just  as  the  sun  was  setting.     Under 
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cover  of  the  dusk  some  approached  oeiirer ;  but  the  dis- 
charge of  a  few  Sliai'pc's  riBes  aud  tike  coming  of  a  brass 
cauDOD,  which  h;id  Ix^ou  orderetl  up  to  sappjrt  the  riflea, 
caused  the  enemy  (who  may  hare  been  ouly  a  recoauoitriag 
party)  to  turn  :iuii  retreat;  and  no  further  attiick  was 
made.  The  atyiie  building  which  l>aulop  tueutioiis  was  a 
stone  church,  etill  strvndin?.  on  the  southwest  side  of  Law- 
rence; and  John  Brov  ne  of  tliirty  or  forty 
men  seut  out  to  hold  Uq  is  my  authority 
for  the  iitateitieat  tha  red  men  armed  with 
pitchforks  (for  want  of  s)  in  places  of  defence 
where  they  could  be  us  »  arms.  He  heard  his 
father  make  the  speech  ind  says  it  was  longer 
than  reported,  but  the  i  it  was  caught  and 
printed.  Colonel  Walki  nee,  told  me  in  1882 
that  on  the  14th  of  Si^pti'inoer,  i».>G,  Brown  was  not  in 
command,  "  but  went  about  with  his  rifle  on  his  shoulder." 
In  Lane's  absence  on  an  expedition  the  chief  command  fell 
to  Captain  Abbott,  the  rescuer  of  Branson,  who  was  "  officer 
of  the  day."  There  was  little  fighting,  but  much  firing  on 
both  sides  at  long  range.  Walker  himself  went  out  toward 
Franklin  with  ton  or  fifteen  mounted  men,  to  reconnoitre ; 
saw  the  enemy.  —  two  or  three  thousand  in  number,  as  he 
judged,  —  and  fell  back  tovTard  Lawrence,  followed  by  two 
hundred  or  more  of  thera.  When  these  men  came  near 
Lawrence  they  were  fired  at  by  the  few  men  who  were 
there,  but  there  was  no  engagement.  If  the  main  body  had 
come  up  then,  they  might  have  captured  Lawrence,  in 
Colonel  Walker's  opinion. 

I>uring  his  excursion  northward,  early  in  August,  we  get 
a  glimpse  of  John  Brown  as  he  appeared  to  the  armed 
emigrants  from  Massachusetts  and  New  York.  A  brother 
of  Brown's  wounded  son-in-law,  on  learning  of  the  casual- 
ties at  Black  Jack,  at  once  left  North  Elba,  and  joined  the 
second  Massachusetts  company  of  emigrants  at  Buffalo. 
Brown  rode  into  their  camp  in  Nebraska,  inquiring  if 
William  Thompson  was  there,  found  him,  and  they  left  the 
camp  together.  "  The  Captain  was  riding  a  splendid  horse, 
and  was  dressed  in  plain  white  summer  clothing.  He  wore 
a  large  straw  hat,   and   was  closely  shaven:   everything 
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about  him  was  aerupulously  clean."  He  made  a  great  im 
pressioD  on  several  of  the  compaay,  who,  withuut  knowing 
him,  at  otice  declared  that  he  must  be  a  distioguisiied  man 
iu  disguise.  Srown  and  his  party  tbeu  proceeded  to  Tabor, 
in  Iowa,  left  the  wounded  man  and  his  brother  there,  aad 
went  back  to  Kaasas  in  company  with  General  Lane  and 
Colonel  Walker. 


Let  me  make  a  digression  here,  in  order  to  introduce 
some  anecdotes  which  I  heard  from  Colouel  Walker  con- 
cerning Captain  Brown  and  General  Lane,  the  two  Kansas 
men  who  were  always  ready  for  iighting.    Colonel  Walker 
was  a  Pennsylvania  Democrat  when  he  settled  in  Kansas,  a 
little  earlier  than  John  Brown  went  there.     He  has  always 
lived  there,  except  when  in  the  military  service;  and 
man's  character  for  truth  and  courage  stands  higher. 
told  me  that  he  iirat  saw  Brown  when  he  came  with  his  s 
in  a  wagon  from  Osawatomie  to  Lawrence,  to  help  defei 
it  from  the  Missourians  in  the  "  Wakarusa  War  "  of  181 
They  were  then  the  best-armed  men  he  had  seen  in  Kan^i 
There  was  no  fighting  then,  but  earthworks  were  thrown  up' 
near  Governor  Robinson's  old  house  on  illount  Oread,  where 
now  the  State  University  stands ;  and  these  old  lines  are 
still  visible.     Walker   was    sent   by    Robinson    in    August, 
1S56,  to  meet  General  Lane,  then  eomiug  on  with  a  party 
of  emigrants  who  bad  crossed  Iowa  and  Nebraska,  and  to 
prevent  him  from  being  intercepted  by  General  Richardson 
and  the  Missourians  or  the  United  States  troops,  on  bis 
way  into  Kansas  with  his  company  of  armed  emigrants. 
Walker  rode  up  to  the  Nemaha  River,  and  found  what  he 
supposed  was  a  camp  of  Missourians,  but  which  turned  oufc, 
to  be  John  Brown,  with  his  sick  sou  Owen  and  a  few  av 
working  their  way  along   northward   to  where  he  was 
leave  Owen  at  Tabor,  in  Iowa.     Brown  and  Walker  tli( 
went  northward  together  until  they  came  near  where  " 
was.     When  Walker  told  Lane  that  he  must  not  come 
Kansas  with  his  emigrants,  for  if  he  did  he  would  certainl] 
be  arrested  by  the  United  States  troops.  Lane  said  : 
I  will  shoot  myself  tonight ;  for  I  have  told  the  Kausi 
peopJe  that  I  aiu  coming  back,  and  I  have  told  these  emi 


ays 
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grants  that  I  am  going  in  with  them ;  if  I  give  it  up  now  it 
will  be  said  tJi;it.  1  doserted  them,  and  there  will  be  no  way 
of  disprovlDE^'  it.     I  must  go  back  iuto  Kansas." 

Walker  thc.'ii  tulJ  Lane  that  he  must  disguise  himself. 
"  So  we  tried  uitr;rtu  of  silver  on  his  face,  but  it  would  not 
change  him  ;  and  tlien  we  tried  putting  old  clothes  on  him  ; 
but  the  worse  clothes  tie  more  like  Jim  Lane 

he  looked."    Then  \V  i  would  take  him  back 

under  escort,  with  Bro  id  they  started  bo,  with 

"twenty  or  thirty  mei  i  among  them.     When 

they  camped  for  the  n  iccording  to  his  custom, 

went  away  to  sleep  b;  d  Walker  describes  him 

as  sitting  bolt  upright  >,  with  his  back  against 

a  tree,  his  horse  '■  larit  iaddle-peak,  and  Brown 

a-^leep  with  his  rifle  across  ms  Knees.  At  early  dawn 
Walker  went  up  to  waken  Brown,  and  as  he  touched  him 
on  the  shoulil<3r  lirown  sprang  up  "quick  as  a  cat,"  lev- 
elled, cocked,  and  discharged  his  piece,  which  Walker 
threw  up  with  his  hand  in  time  to  escape  death;  but  the 
bullet  grazed,  his  shoulder.  "That  shows  how  quick  he 
was ;  but  he  was  frightened  afterward,  when  he  saw  it  was 
I  he  had  fired  at."  Then,  said  Walker,  "  As  we  rode  along 
together,  Brown  was  in  a  sort  of  study;  and  I  said  to  him, 
'  Captain  Brown,  I  would  n't  have  your  thoughts  for  any- 
thing in  the  world.'  Brown  said,  '  I  suppose  you  are  think- 
ing about  the  Pottawatomie  affair.'  Said  I,  'Yes.'  Then 
he  stopped  and  looked  at  me,  and  said,  'Captain  Walker,  I 
saw  that  whole  thing,  but  I  did  not  strike  a  blow.  I  tike 
the  responsibility  of  it :  but  there  were  men  who  advised 
doing  it,  and  afterward  failed  to  justify  it,'" — meaning, 
as  Walker  supposed,  Lane  and  Robinson.  Walker  now 
believes  Brown,  and  cannot  think  that  Townsley's  state- 
ment about  Brown's  shooting  Doyle  through  the  head  is 
correct;  "for  Brown  would  never  tell  me  what  was  not 
true,  and  would  not  deny  to  me  anything  he  bad  really 

In  respect  to  Governor  Geary's  friendly  feeling  toward 
Brown,  Walker  said  that  one  morning,  after  a  deed  of  Brown 
which  had  made  much  noise,  Geary  sent  a  note  to  Walker, 
as  he  was  drllhng  his  men  out  on  the  field,  telling  him  to  get 
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word  to  Brown  that  a  warrant  was  out  against  him,  which 
rnu3t  be  served,  and  that  Brown  must  get  away.  Walker  saw 
a  man  looking  on  whom  he  had  before  seen  in  Brown's  cauip ; 
he  took  him  one  side,  showed  biia  Geary's  note,  and  told  him 
to  find  and  warn  Brown.  Kot  long  after  came  au  orderlj^s 
from  Governor  Geary  with  a  warrant  against  Urown,  whi 
Walker  must  serve  with  his  ;»is«r  "Take  him  dead  ( 
alive ;  and  for  this  I  shall  hob!  you,  Captain  Walker, 
aonally  responsible,"  was  the  order.  AValker  took  the  v 
rant  and  made  searpi  for  Brown ;  but  of  course  I 
gone.  At  that  time  Brown's  camp  was  on  the  Wakaruaa, 
eight  or  ten  miles  from  I.awreuce.  The  man  who  warned 
Brown,  Walker  afterwards  found,  was  James  Montgomery, 
who  succeeded  to  the  reputation  of  Brown  as  a  good  fighter 
in  southern  Kansas. 

t^n  after  Governor  Geary  came  to  Kansas,  be  persiiadedn 
Walker  to  become  a  deputy  marshal  of  the  United  States^  • 
and  to  summon  jurymen,  serve  processes,  and  make  arrests. 
At  first  Walker  refused,  saying  there  were  thirty-seven  in- 
dictments against  himself  found  by  the  proslavery  grand- 
jury ;  and  he  feared  he  should  be  arrested  if  he  undertook 
to  servo  warrants  on  other  men.  It  was  finally  agreed  thafel 
the  District  Attorney  should  refuse  to  prf)ae<;ute  (no/.  proM.yM 
these  indictments,  and  then  Walker  should  be  sworn  in  aa 
a  deputy  marshal  of  the  United  States,  and  should  use  his 
armeil  band  of  Free-State  men  as  his  pos»e  in  making  arrests. 
Before  the  matter  was  thus  settled,  Governor  Geary  came 
to  Lawrence  from  Lecompton  one  day,  and  sent  word  tl 
he  would  dine  at  Walker's  house ;  but,  as  it  happened,  that 
very  day  the  other  United  States  Marshal  with  a  pogse  o 
mounted  proslavery  men  came  into  Lawrence  to  am 
Walker,  went  to  his  home,  and  was  fired  u[>on  there  by  t 
people  inside,  —  Walker  being  on  tlip  street  with  Govemoi 
Geary  at  the  time.  His  little  boy  came  running  up  to  him 
the  street,  and  said  before  the  Governor,  "  Mother  says  the 
Marshal  and  his  men  are  surrounding  the  house  and  firing; 
and  you  must  not  come  home."  Geary  turned  white  with 
anger, and  said,  "You're  mistaken,  boy;  they  are  firing  at 
hirda,"  But  he  found  it  was  the  Marshal,  and  went  back  at 
once  to  Leoompton  and  put  a  stop  to  such  proceedings.    Soon 
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after.  Walker  was  sworn  in ;  and  his  first  &ct  was  to  sum- 
mon a  jury  of  Free-State  men.  He  had  his  pocket  full  of 
warrants  i^ainst  Frut^-State  men,  some  of  whicli  be  served 
and  some  lie  would  not  serve.  Several  were  against  John 
Ritchie,  with  wliom  Walker  often  spent  the  night;  when 
Ritchie,  who  was  a  brave  Free-State  soldier,  would  say  to 

him;  "Walker,  I  like  ;- " "  *3  any  man  in  Kansas; 

but  if  you  try  to  serve  s  on  me,  by  God,  I  '11 

kill  you  !  "     "I  never  Walker ;  " but  by  and 

by  another  deputy  —  a  au — had  the  warrants 

given  him  to  serve,  am  must  try  it ;  be  did  so, 

and  Ritchie  shot  him." 

It  was  probably  upon  ih  Walker  gave  through 

Montgomery,  that  John  Lausas  in  1856,  pursued 

by  the  United  States  tn    ,  .  irted  for  northern  Kan- 

sas before  the  20th  of  September,  journeying  with  his  four 
sons  and  with  a  fugitive  slave,  whom  ha  picked  up  on  the 
way.  The  old  hero  was  sick,  as  he  often  was,  and  travelled 
slowly  :  appearing  to  be  a  land-surveyor  on  a  journey.  He 
had  a  light  wagon  in  which  ho  rode,  with  his  surveyor's  in- 
struments ostentatiously  in  sight;  and  inside,  covered  up  in 
a  blanket,  was  the  fugitive  slave.  Sometimes  he  pitched 
his  camp  at  night  near  the  dragoons  wlio  were  ordered  to 
arrest  him,  but  who  little  suspected  that  the  formidable 
fighter  was  so  near  them  in  the  guise  of  a  feeble  old  man. 
A  spy  had  notified  the  dragoons  that  Brown  was  on  the  road, 
and  they  were  on  the  watch  for  him,  —  five  hundred  mounted 
men,  as  one  of  his  sons  told  me,  with  four  cannon.  Early 
in  tlie  morning  two  of  the  sons,  John  and  Jason,  rose  early 
and  made  a  long  circuit  round  the  camp,  while  ttieir  father, 
ill  and  weak,  followed  on  later  in  the  day.  It  was  proposed 
to  carry  liim  along  this  dangerous  part  of  his  journey  con- 
cealed in  the  wagon,  as  his  fugitive  slave  was.  "No,"  said 
Brown,  who  scorned  to  hide  himself;  "I  may  as  well  die  by 
the  enemy  as  be  jolted  to  death  in  the  wagon."  At  Ply- 
mouth, not  far  from  the  Nebraska  border,  Redpath,  in  one 
of  his  journeys  through  the  Territory,  found  him  lying  ill 
in  a  log  hut,  while  his  four  sons  were  camped  near  by.  A 
few  hours  after,  the  dragoons,  hearing  he  was  so  near  them, 
came  up  to  arrest  him  ;  but  be  had  crossed  the  border  into 
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Nebraska,  and  was  out  of  tlieir  reacli-  He  went  forwar 
till  lie  came  to  Tabor  in  Iowa,  not  far  northeast  of  Nebraska 
City,  and  there  remained  among  friends  for  two  weeks  in 
early  October.  In  the  latter  part  of  that  month  he  reached 
Chicago,  and  made  himself  known  to  the  National  Kansui 
Committee,  which  then  had  headquarters  in  that  city,* 
terward  he  travelled  eastward,  to  Ohio,  to  Peterboro',  K.  Y^ 
where  he  visited  hia  friend  Gerrit  Smith ;  to  Albany  i 
Springfield,  and  finally  to  Boston,  where  I  first  saw  him  ifl 
the  early  part  of  January,  1857. 

That  Brown  was  in  Chicago  as  early  as  October  25  n 
be  seen  by  the  two  following  letters,  — the  first  by  Geneml!*] 
J.  D.  Webster,  then  n  member  of  the  National  Kansas  Com- I 
mittee,  and  the  other  by  Mr.  Horace  White,  its  asststaalg 
secretary :  — 

National  Kansas  Cohxittf.r  Roou^  I 
Chicaoo,  Oct,  85,  18M. 

Dear  Sir,  —  We  hnve  re(]ueste<l  Cuptnin  Brown  bi  join  jou  k 
give  f[)U  the  beiietil  of  hie  eminsel  in  reference  to  tbe  safe  iran^p 
ticm  of  ynur  freight."    Colnuel  Dickey  will  also  be  ahle  tit  & 
We  hope  every  precaulicm  will  be  taken.     Captain  Brown  says  ihtM 
immediate  intniductioti  of  the  supplies  is  nut  of  much  ciitiRe(|ueaBri^ 
compared  to  the  danger  of  Uwng  them.    We  tniet  your  foreHight  and 


'  On  his  waj  from  Kanaas  to  Chicnga  he  pasodd  one  of  liin  ac 
wu  going  to  join  his  father  in  Ksniai,  as  appeals  by  this  letter  :  — 


IK  MoTHiB,  Buorai 


hirp»'s  rllln     Ulirrr,  i 


From  thin  it  would  w 
back  to  Nortli  Elba  in 
and  Jaiiisd  his  father  » 


St.  CnuLU.  Ion*.  Oct.  ».  ISM. 
caa.  Atnt  Siima,  -  I  itnt  jna  i  dnft  fir  thirti  dolliri  *  : 
If  wlUi  ■  \«n  (Bw  imrd>  gn  ti.  —  they  bBiug  all  ]  bad  Uin 
nd  In  Rne  ipMti,  b»icl»  being  In  gnw)  Cflniiviiy,    Va  v*  l^M 
HtnaH  Minu  toulM  with  Shirpe't  KDtiaDd  rvonon.    I  hav 

Smllh.  F.  Douvliu,  Mid  I 

S.    No  nun  no*. 

Youn  tmlr. 

n  that  OliYf 


T  Broim,  the  jnunRcst  son,  had  (fonfl 
a  father.     WaUon  alio  tuninl  hauk 
t  Chicaj^-o,  and  tlien  letiimed  booie  to  tb«  Adiroa- 
dau,  wbere  I  mw  bim  in  Ibi?  aumnirr  of  1S57. 

*  Thia  "fraight"  invlndcd  the  two  bunilred  KBca  sent  fonrard  in  Sep- 
tember by  tba  Maaaacbusetts  Kunana  Committee,  and  afterward  carried  by 
Bfom  to  Tuginia  when  he  attacked  Harpei'i  Fen;. 


Captain  Brows,  —  W 
frum  Kaasaa,  to  be  in  U', 
Territory  partii'iiliirly  to  aj 
our  infonnatiuu.  I  linow 
you.  If  it  is  Lot  aliMjlut 
would  recunimi'iiil  yi.iu  ti> 
Colonel  Dickey  «a  tbis  [m 
at  the  Briggs  llonee,  and 
Y,mrB  I 
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discretion  will  prevent  any  loss,  nud  be  nf  e^senlial  aid  to  the  good 

Yours  truly.  J,  D.  Webster. 

Db.  J.  P.  Boot. 

Office  National  Ka.nbah  Comshttki^ 
Chicago,  Oct.  26,  1856.    , 

my,  our  general  ngcnt,  ju»t 
ling.  He  has  bepn  !n  the 
idllion  of  r«rijiin  aflsira  fur 
aeli  rcgriit  not  having  seen 
•t  you  to  go  on  to-night,  I 
him.  I  shall  coufer  with 
Lidore  Parker,  of  Boston,  ia 

HoRArE  White,  Assif:!.  Sk.,  etc. 
P.  S.     If  you  wish  one  or  two  of  those  ritlus,'  please  call  at  our 
office  between  three  and  five  this  afternoon,  or  between  seven  and 
eight  this  evening. 

Ill  his  testimony  before  Senator  Mason's  investigating 
committee  in  January,  18C0,  Mr.  White  thus  explained  the 
allusion  to  rifles  in  the  letter  just  cited  :  "  Our  committee 
sent  John  Brown  twenty-five  uavy  revolvers  of  Colt's  manu- 
facture, in  August,  1856,  by  Mr.  Amy,  our  agent ;  but  they 
uever  reached  him.  They  were  sent  to  Lawrence  and  stored 
there  for  a  time,  subject  to  Brown's  order ;  but  he  did  not 
come  forward  to  claim  them,  and  they  were  loaned  to  a  mili- 
tary company  in  Lawrence  called  tbe  'Stubs;'  but  Brown 
never  afterward  appeared  to  claim  them.  He  told  me  that 
the  reason  was,  he  had  bad  so  much  trouble  and  fuss  and 
difficulty  with  the  people  of  Lawrence,  that  he  never  would 
go  there  again  to  claim  anything.  I  gave  no  other  arms  to 
Brown  himself,  but  gave  rifles  to  two  of  his  sons.  After  all 
the  arms  of  the  committee  had  been  distributed  in  Kansas, 
or  all  but  two  or  three,  Mr.  Brown  made  his  appearance  at 
the  committee -rooms  with  two  of  his  sons  in  October,  1856. 
One  of  them  was  Watson,  and  the  other,  I  think,  was  Owen 
Brown.     We  had  three  or  four  rifles  left,  and  I  gave  one  to 
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each  of  those  sons ;  and,  as  they  were  very  poorly  ulad,  I 
weut  clown  to  a  fur  store  in  Chicago  and  purchased  each  of 
them  a  pair  of  fur  gloves  and  fur  overshoes  and  capa.''  Mr, 
White  also  fitted'out  Captain  Brown  with  a  new  suit  of 
clothes,  in  which  he  made  his  visits  thsit  winter  to  his  New 
England  fi-iends,  who  had  begun  to  take  a  strong  interest  in 
his  course,  as  the  following  note  from  the  Bmigraut  Aid 
Office  in  Boston  sufficiently  indicates :  — 

Busrox,  Sfpt.  22,  1858. 

No.  3  Winter  Street    • 
JnuN  Brown,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir,  —  The  Measrs.  Chajiia,  who  keep  the  Massawiit  llnu 
in  Springfield,  in  this  Stalo,  wisli  li'  give  ymi  fifty  or  one 
dulkra,  m  &  teitiuiuuiul  uf  thulr  ailmirattim  of  yuur  brave  cuodnc 
during  tlio  war.     Wili  yuu  write  tii  tbcin,  slatiag  how  they  o 
Bt'od  you  thu  money  t    Cnll  ayan  Mr-  S.  N.  Slmpsuti,  of  LuwreuM;!! 
He  will  let!  you  who  I  am. 

Yuure  truly, 

CttARLtS  H.   BkAMSCOHB.  J 

Indeed,   at  this  time  Brown  had  the  confidence  of  all-l 
lovers  of  liberty. 

NoTH.  —  While  these  events  were  nccnrring  in  Eansu,  CongTM*  WM  J 
in  wstion  U  Wsshinglnn,  adjourning  Aug.  SO,  1836.  The  Smnto  wh 
CDDltolled  by  Senator  Mnsoii  wiil  his  slnrt^boliling  luaociatei,  vho  vera 
obediently  followed  by  Cuss,  Douglaaa,  and  the  other  Nortliem  "  dough- 
fues,"  xs  John  Kandolph  called  aucli  persons.  The  Houw,  under  the  lend 
of  the  Speaker,  —  Genrml  Bituks,  of  Mosaachusetla,  —  wai  ou  the  side  of 
freedom,  and  voted  that  the  Territorial  laws  of  Kansas  were  opprenirB  ; 
it  alao  refosnl  for  some  weeks  to  pass  the  Army  Bill,  except  with  ■  claoM 
forbidding  the  "dough-face"  Prtaident  Pierce  to  om  the  amiy  i^inat 
the  rreemen  at  KnnKis.  Finstly,  a  fetv  Ifortlieni  uien  yielded,  snd  the  Mil 
pas«d  the  Hoaw  ns  Moion  and  Donglaas  fort^d  it  throngh  the  Senate  (Au^, 
;I0,  ISGfl).  The  dnierican  news  from  Kansas  and  WaHhinglon,  "throu^  J 
some  eertain  strainers  veil  refined,"  rniched  London  in  a  damaged  itatfrj^, 
■  for  Lord  Malmeibniy  wrote  in  his  diary.  Sept.  6,  1856  :  "  Civi]  w  ■ 
broken  out  in  the  Unitnl  Stalw  hetween  the  Abolitionists  aed  the  pi 
cry  pArty,  and  a  great  deal  of  Hogd  has  been  already  sbed.  The  G 
ment  rernwd  to  take  part  with  either  ride,  upon  which  the  xlive-pnrty  fi 
Congress  would  not  vote  the  sappltes  for  the  ermy,  wlilpb  accinliugly  in 
be  disbended."  As  tliia  peer  had  been  Fotrign  Secretary,  he  might  b 
been  supposed  to  know  Monielhing  nlnnt  America ;  but  hn  writea  in  IS 
after  the  fighting  around  Bichmnnd.  that  Grant  and  Sheridnn  "  drove  L 
iBlo  PiUahurg."     Sut:h  ia  English  material  lor  Aawricm  hiatory  I 
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JOHN  BROWN  a:  8AS  COMMITTEES. 

npHE  committees  ap  1854  to  1S59  to  attend 

^      to  Kansas  ami  itt  legion,  and  as  various  Id 

kind  as  possible.     Tht  p-aiit  Aid  Company  was 

the  firat  of  these  com  .  Uie  Free-State  men  of 

Lawrence  formfd  a  s.  commit-tee  in  1855,  to 

protect  them^-iolvo.s  fram  tlie  Bonh.'r  Ruffians;  aiifl  of  this 
the  chief  members  were  General  Lane  and  Charles  Robin- 
son. A  penitent  or  treacherous  member,  who  had  been 
admitted  to  this  secret  committee,  disclosed  what  he  said 
were  its  oaths  and  signs ;  but  there  was  much  ex.iggeration 
in  what  Dr.  Francis  swore  to  before  tlie  next  Kansas  com- 
mittee, —  that  of  Congress,  sent  out  in  the  spring  of  1856. 
Some  parts  of  his  testimony  may  here  be  cited  to  show  what 
he  wished  to  have  us  believe :  — 

THE   KANSAS   REGULATORS.' 

"Offers  were  made  to  me  by  various  persons  to  introduce  me  to 
a  secret  politicxl  organization.  The  ooly  name  I  ever  received  as 
A  iDember  uf  the  lodge  was  Kansas  Regulators.  ...  I  went  with 

'  John  Brown,  Jr.,  says :  I  belonged  to  thi.i  secret  orgnnization,  though 
I  cannot  say  it  had  this  name  :  it  s^cms  to  me  the  name  wns  "  Kansas 
Defenders."  1  wna  initiated  by  Une  himself,  in  a  room  of  Garvej's  Hotel 
at  Tajieka,  in  the  spring  o(  1S56,  at  the  time  of  the  hrst  asaenibling  aS  the 
legi.slalnre  under  the  Topeka  Con slitu lion.  The  oath,  an  stated  by  Dr. 
Frnne.ia,  is  the  same  sabstentially  as  administered  by  I^ne  to  me.  I  do 
not  think  wo  were  re<|nired  by  our  oath  to  resist  United  .States  authorities 
in  attempts  to  enforce  the  bogus  laws,  though  it  was  nnderslaod  by  us  that 
we  might  be  driven  to  do  so,  when  we  imtifd  so  n'sist,  rntber  than  tamely 
submit.  Our  badge  we*  h  narrow  Hack  ribbon,  from  six  to  eight  inches 
long,  tied  in  the  button-hole  of  the  shirt  collar. 
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Colonel  Lose  to  the  law-office  of  John  HulcbiuMn,  ne  I  nfterwari 
foiitiil  out.  Governor  Recdrr  did  not  go  into  the  room  where  I  WM 
initiuteil.  Dr.  Rubiuann  wiis  elaDiljng  just  befiire  the  iluii 
kily,  I  should  think.  Colonel  Luii«i  nuked  him  to  leave  Ihe  \adj  and 
g»  iatn  tlie  office  with  us.  Rubinguu  nitlier  iiLjei^led  at  first,  bll| 
finally  canic  in  with  us,  and  suid  he  would  explain  the  nati 
orgnnizalioD  he  waa  alKmt  to  initiate  me  iii[<i.  The  siibstunec  4 
tlie  explanation  was,  that  Kauaoa  was  a  Iieautiful  country  and  v 
edaptiH]  to  Treedum,  and  the  best  Territory  in  the  world  Tor  the 
friends  of  freedom  to  operate  on.  — iiiorecspecially  for  those  who  were 
engaged  in  tlie  free  white  State  cause.  After  proceeding  in  that 
strain  for  it  while,  he  nslced  me  if  I  was  willing  tu  pledge  my  word 
&ad  honor  that  1  would  keep  secret  what  I  saw  there,  and  whom  I 
SAW  there,  provided  lie  would  pledge  his  word  and  honor  ihai  there 
was  nothing  whirh  would  iuterfere  with  my  duties  as  a  citizen,  or  that 
was  disloyal  in  any  respeDt." 

The  oath  was  this :  — 

"  I  furthermore  promise  and  swear  that  I  will  at  all  times  and 
uuder  all  circumstanpes  bear  upon  my  person  a  weapon  of  deaib ; 
that  I  will  at  all  times  and  under  all  ciruumaianees  keep  in  my  hcuas 
til  k'luit  one  gun,  with  a  full  supply  of  mnmuuiliou ;  tbnl  [  will  at 
all  times  and  under  all  circu instances ,  when  !  see  the  sign  of  dlatrew  m 
given,  rush  to  the  assistance  of  the  person  giving  it.  where  tboie  i»  J 
ft  greater  probability  of  saving  his  life  than  of  losing  my  uwn>  I 
ftirtJieriuore  promise  and  swear  thnt  I  will,  to  tlie  utmost  of  my 
power,  oppose  th^  laws  of  the  so-called  Kaiisns  Legislnture ;  and 
tlint  when  I  hear  the  words  iif  danger  given  1  will  rcjiair  to  the  place 
where  the  danger  b.  .  .  . 

"...  The  regalia  was  this :  The  private  mcmber«  wore  a  bkck^ 
ribbon  tied  upon  their  shirt-botMimB;  the  colonel  wore  a  1 
the  lieuleniint-eolonel  n  green  sash,  the  major  a  bine  sash,  the  adju- 
tant a  black  aash,  the  mplains  while  sashes,  the  Ueulcuants  yellu* 
eaahes,  the  orderly  sergeant  a  very  broad  Hark  rihlHW  upon  hfc 
ahirt-boBom.  .  .  .  Colonel  Lane  wore  the  red  sash,  and  Home  im 
else,  but  I  am  not  certain  who  it  was.  !  do  not  reeolleet  seeing  "^T^ 
body  with  a  green  sash.  Dr.  Robinson  had  a  beautiful  s  ' 
looking  like  a  blue  and  red  one  joineil  together,  trimmed  with  ( 
)1d  it  denoted  some  higher  office  than  coloii4^1;  I 


did  not  lear 


whai 


"In  rcgiird  tti  the  luws  which  were  to  be  resisted,  I  understood 
from  Dr.  R(d>in«cm  and  Colonel  Lnne  that  lliey  were  the  laws  of 
the  Ute  Territoiial  Legislature.    Colonel  Lane  said :  '  We  will  oot 
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[IMS, 


submit  to  anj-  lawa  passed 
ing  preparstk'iie  to  pli 
Sharpe'a  rifle  and  a  In 
will  resisl  evfTi  llin  Uiiited 
thuse  laws.'  He  nUi 
been  Hutiripatfil 


lie 


nil  red  i 


armed.  .  .  .  Dr.  Rubins 
^l  funn  lixlgcs  ur  cuuuvi 
pruolaitned  me  a  Knuaa. 
I  learned  fcr  a  member 
autliiirity  U)  insiiiuto  liidj 
rank  of  captaiu.  This  h 
firvt  LiiwreQce  war  they 


by  thnt  LegiHlature  ;  aud  «-e  arc  inak- 

1  th<t  hands  of  every  Frpe-State  mnu  a 

iif  Colt'e  revolvers ;  aud,  if  uced  bp,  we 

States  IriHipa  if  tlie;  attempt  in  enforcti 

i  nt  llic  8nro«  lime  that  an  attuck  bad 

a  of  Lawreuc*  ibo  day  bcfnre,  and  tbat 

tham,  Al  ibeir  busiueas  lu  the  streeUi, 

'   ~  ■     -  JuiB   |„[^   mg  ,],gy  expected 

ity  in  the  Torrilory.     They 

ind   that   waa   all  the  imiup 

zation ;  acid  tbcy  gave  mo 

ed  upon  me  a  sort  iif  brevot 

I  WHS  initiated.     During  the 

iiiissiun  as  oiptain,  vhich  I 


A  Free-State  man,  ^ll 


.Tey,  testified  thus:  — 


.  I  have  no  distinct  recollwtion  of  all  the  fwtb,  but  I  know 
ncia  tcslinea  lo  matters  as  being  in  the  oath  which  were  not 
it.  The  oath  required  us  to  keep  fire-arms  and  ammn- 
nilion ;  to  use  all  lawful  and  honorable  means  to  make  Kansas  a  frca 
State ;  to  wenr  at  all  times  upon  our  persims  a  weapon  of  death  j 
and  I  think  to  go  to  thu  assistance  <if  a  brother  when  tlie  probability 
of  saving  liis  life  was  greater  than  of  losing  uur  own.  I  do  not 
reroUect  anytldng  in  the  oath  which  required  us  to  deal  with  Free- 
Stat«  men  in  preference  to  proslavery  men,  or  to  wear  npim  the  per- 
son .It  all  times  tlie  insignia  of  the  order,  or  to  obey  at  all  times  the 
orders  of  superior  officers  cvoq  unto  death." 

Tliat  Brown  had  something  to  do  with  both  these  com- 
mittees is  probable,  —  almost  certain.  He  was  at  times  in 
close  relations  with  the  officers  of  the  Emigrant  Aid  Com- 
pany, aud,  as  we  have  seen,  was  a  small  stockholder  there- 
in. There  is  no  record  that  he  was  ever  initiated  in  the 
secret  order  of  Robinson  and  Lane  ;  but  it  his  been  asserted 
that  he  executed  the  live  men  on  the  24th  of  May  in  accord- 
ance with  a  decree  of  these  "  Reguhvtors."  I  have  seen  no 
good  evidence  of  this,  but  have  no  doubt  that  some  of  the 
"  Regulators  "  counselled  such  acts  and  justified  them  when 
done.  The  committees  under  which  Brown  cliiefly  acted 
however,  when  he  would  connect  himself  with  any  Buoh 
organizations  at  all,  were  the  National  Kansas  Committee, 
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which  was  formed  lu  Buffalo  in  the  summer  of  1856,  i 
the  State  Kansaa  Committee  of  Massachusetts,  formed  aboid 
'    the  same  time,  but  continuing  much  longer  in  its  worlj 
'   The  creation  of  audi  unotRcial  bodies  for  public  service  M 

natural  enough,  and  in  accord  with  a.  national  custom. 
'   people  of  the  North  had  resolved  that  Kansas  should  be  coil 
trolled  by  freemen,  and  that  slavery  should  never  be  t  ' 
ated  there.     In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  they  formed 
these  societies  and   committees    to  colonize  Kansas  with 
Northern  men,  who  would  never  vote  to  establish  slavery  j 
and  by  one  of  these  organizations,  —  the  New  England 
Emigrant  Aid  Company,  —  a  portion  of  Kansas  was  in  fact 
colonized  during  the  years  1854  and  185o.     At  that  time  I 
was  in  college,  and  so  occupied  with  my  private  affairs  that, 
except  to  vote  and  read  the  newspapers,  I  took  little  inter- 
est in  those  of  the  public.     But  upon  leaving  college  and 
going  to  reside  in  Concord  in  I800,  I  became  more  actively 
concerned  in  regard  to  the  political  situation,  and  early  took 
up  the  opinion  that  the  battle  between  the  North  and  the 
South  was  first  to  be  fought  in  Kansas,    In  tiie  spring  of  1856 
one  of  my  brothers  became  a  Kansas  colonist.     Soon  after, 
the  outrages  of  the  Missouri  invaders  of  Kansas  grew  so  £»»  J 
quent  and  alarming  that  the  indignation  of  Massachusetts  J 
and  of  the  whole  North  waa  roused,  and  further  action  bftt  1 
gan  to  be  taken  in  this  form.     *'  Ivansas  committees  "  wers  1 
organized  in  towns,  counties,  and  States,  and  very  soon  ■ 
national  c-ommittee,  among   the   members  of   which   wen 
Abraham  Lincoln,  (Jerrit  Smith,  and  Dr.  S.  G.  Howe.     Mr 
Lincoln  never  acted,  so  far  as  I  know ;  but  the  oommitteo 
did  much  work  for  a  year,  and  raised  thousands  of  dollars 
to  colonize  towns  and  support  armed  colonists  in  Kansas. 
Between  May,  1856,  and  January,  1857.  I  passed  througit  . 
all  the  grades  of  these  Kansas  committees,  —  beginning  in  J 
June,  1856,  as  secretary  of  the  Concord  town  committeejf 
then  in  July  helping  to  organize  a  county  committee  it^T 
Middlesex,  of  which  I  was  secretary ;  then  serving  as  seor 
tary  to  the  Massachusetts  State  Kansas  Committee,  froi 
Decemlier,  1856,  until  the  committee  dissolved  in  1858-59:] 
and  finally  serving  Ujion  the  National  Committee  at  its  lat 
meeting,  in  January,  1807,  as  proxy  for  Dr.  Howe, 
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What  a  few  years  later  tlie  Sanitary  Commission  did  for 
the  Union  armies  as  a  whole,  these  comiuitteett  of  1856-67  did 
for  the  pioneers  of  Kansas.  Something  more  was  done,  too  ; 
for  they  oupplied  rifles,  cartridges,  and  cannon  to  the  defend- 
ers of  freedom  in  Kansas,  —  a  work  which  the  Sanitary  Com- 
mission could  leavi;  to  the  National  Government.    The  first 

large  sura  of  money  rr'--^  '-  ' 'ms  for  Kansas  was  that 

contributed  in  Bo^to  spring  of  1855,  —  some 

thousands  of  dollars,  ipended  in  the  purchase 

of  Sharpe'9  rifles.     1  [all  Committee,  of  Bos- 

ton, organized  in  Maj  d  itself  to  raise  money 

for  use  "  in  a  strictly  r "  in  Kansas ;  but  most 

of  the  other  committ  so  scrupulous,  and  gave 

their  money  freely  to  aniats  who  went  out  to 

defend  the  Fvee-State  i  National  Kansas  Com- 

mittee, which  had  its  headquarters  at  Chicago,  had  received 
and  forwarded  many  of  these  arras;  but  some  members  of 
this  committee  soon  became  distrustful  of  Captain  Brown, 
who  was  too  radical  for  them.  A  general  meeting  of  this 
National  Committee,  which  was  made  up  of  one  or  more 
members  from  each  free  State,  assembled  in  New  York  on 
the  23d  of  January,  1857.  At  this  meeting,  which  took 
place  at  the  Astor  House,  and  remained  in  session  two  days. 
Captain  Brown  was  present,  urging  his  plan  to  organize  a 
company  of  mounted  rangers  for  service  in  Kansas  and  Mis- 
souri. I  was  there  as  a  delegate  from  Massachusetts,  and 
caused  a  resolution  to  be  introduced,  transferring  the  cus- 
tody of  two  hundred  Massachusetts  rifles  to  our  own  State 
committee.  This  was  passed  without  much  opposition ; 
but  another  resolution,  introduced  I  think  by  Mr.  Newton, 
the  delegate  from  Vermont,  and  appropriating  five  thousand 
or  ten  thousand  dollars  to  Captain  Brown  for  his  special 
purposes,  was  vehemently  opposed  by  Mr.  Henry  B.  Hurd, 
of  Chicago,  and  a  few  others,  —  among  them  Mr.  Amy,  of 
Illinois,  who  had  taken  Abraham  Lincoln's  place  on  the 
committee.  The  reasons  given  by  these  gentlemen  were 
that  Captain  Brown  was  so  ultra  and  violent  that  he  would 
use  the  money,  if  voted,  in  ways  which  the  committee 
would  not  sanction ;  and  I  remember  that  Mr.  Hurd,  when 
Captain  Brown  had  withdrawn,  urged  this  argument  very 
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earnestly.  The  views  of  the 'more  radical  Eastern  ii 
prevailed  however,  and  the  money  waa  voted,  although  only 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dolhira  of  it  waa  ever  paid  over  to 
Captain  Browu. 

The  friends  of  Kansas  in  Massachusetts,  and  particularly 
the  State  Kansas  Committee  (which  grew  out  of  the  Fanetiil 
Hall  Committee  and  some  others  appointed  in  the  Massachu- 
setts counties),  had  uo  hesitation  in  buying  rifies  and  ainm 
nition,  and  did,  in  fact,  buy  the  rifles  which  John  Brow 
carried  to  Harper's  Ferry,     This  State  committee,  and  1 
auxiliaries  in  the  towns  and  counties,  raised  throughoi 
Massachusetts,  during  1866,  nearly  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  in  money  and  supplies,  wliich  were  sent  to  the  Kan- 
sas people.     Some  towns.  Concord  for  example,  raised  ia 
proportion  to  their  population  much  more  than  this  j  for  it  m 
was  estimated  that  if  all  Massachusetts  had  contributed  as  J 
freely  as  Concord,  the  amount  raised  in  the  State  would 
have  been  nearly  a  million  dollars.     Personally,  I   under- 
took to  canvass  Middlusex  County  that  summer  and  autumn, 
and  visited  more  than  half  the  towns  to  appoint  committees, 
hold  meetings,  or  solicit  subscHptions,     Enough  was  sob- 
scribed,  in  Massachusetts  and  the  other  Xorthem  States,  to  J 
carry  our  colonists  in  Kansas  through  their  worst  year ;  and  J 
but  for  these  supplies  of  money,  arms,  and  clothing,  it  i 
quite  possible  they  would  have  been   driven  out  or  con- 
quered by  the  Missourians,  the  United  States  troops,  and 
their  other 


1  The  rerardii  of  the  MaRWi-hiiiietti  Kansas  CaininittM,  inctoding  It* 
large  cornsspondi^nce,  wcro  in  my  posspssion  for  a  few  ye«ra  aa  aeoretnpy. 
BrloTf  the  ntUuik  on  Hiirppr's  Ferry,  or  soon  sfWr.  I  tmnsfcrml  Ihem  to 
thi  custody  of  the  chnirnirin  of  tlie  commiltee,  George  L  Stcnrni,  and 
some  of  them  liRv*  aJDce  tiMii  deatroyed.  Thry  coalained  much  liUtorwal 
inforaiatioQ  iind  wnia  niiriouB  reTalations  comwning  jwlitwal  movpiuonta  in 
those  ywra.  They  will  also  confirm  the  Btateiiwiits  mnde  in  tli"  "  Attnnlio 
Monthly  "  in  1ST3,  conoerainji  the  owneralii]'  of  the  nrmi  cinrriml  by  Brown 
to  Vi^nia.  Tho  UusanhuHrtlH  Committee  vnteil  them  to  John  Brotrn  •• 
it*  BgFnt  in  1BS7,  anrl  thoURh  thpy  were  nominally  reelaimed  in  1658,  Uigj 
w«r«  naver  ont  of  hia  eiittody  till  mgitnml  in  Marylaml.  They  had  twaaed 
to  ba  tlie  property  of  the  eonimittee,  eicepl  in  name,  Wfnrc  the  ccTT*>> 
pondenea  of  Hay.  IBAS  (printed  in  Senator  Maaoo'i  Ueport  of  IBSO,  pp. 
17S>  177),  in  wbiiih  Ur.  Steams,  the  nal  owuer  of  th*  arma,  wantd 
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Mr,  Steams,  before  Senator  Maaon'a  committee  io  1860, 
gave  this  accouut  of  tlm  Statu  committee  :  — 

"  In  the  spring  of  18j6  I  went  to  the  Bostim  Commit!*©  for  the 
relief  of  sufferers  in  Kiinsaa,  and  oHfereil  my  services.  I  worked  fur 
thetn  until  Jnne  of  ihiit  year;  aod  then  being  willing  to  devote  all  my 
tinie  to  the  cavso,  1  whs  mnde  cluLiriaan  of  the  KnDsits  State  Com- 
mittee of  Massachusetts,  i  luce  of  the  first-named  eum- 
mittee,  and  continued  the  t  the  State.  In  five  months, 
including  August  nnd  Dec  ear(lH.%),  I  raised,  through 
uiy  agenle,  about  $48,00  d  iu  the  uirae  time  my  wife 
cuminenced  the  furiiiatioi  r  eontribulions  of  ulotbiug, 
which  resulted  iu  sending  o  S30,000  more,  in  supplies 
of  various  kindj.  In  Jai  r  work  waa  stopped,  by  ad- 
vices frinn  Kansas  that  '  >ulions  were  nn-Hled  usctept 
for  defence.  If  we  had  .  stopped,  rnir  Hrnmgemenla 
then  m.ule  wotjU  huv<-  ennl.lcd  us  to  liavp  collected  $H>0,0I)(1  in  the 
next  six  months.  Soon  after  our  Stale  committee  had  commenced 
work, — I  think  in  August,  1856,  —a  messenger  frtim  Kitusas, 
who  came  tlirough  Iowa  (for  the  Missouri  Kiver  was  then  closed  hy 
the  Missuuriuus  to  all  Free-State  travellers),  came  to  ns  asking 
earnestly  for  arms  and  annnunition  for  defence  of  the  Free-State 
party.  Our  committee  met  the  next  day,  and  initnedialely  voted  to 
send  two  hundred  Siiarjie's  rifles,  and  tho  necessary  quantity  of  ammu- 
nition,—  which  was  procured  and  sent  to  the  National  Kansas  Oom- 

Brown  not  to  use  them  for  any  other  purpose  than  the  defence  of  Kansas, 
"  and  to  hold  them  subject  to  my  order  as  clininiian  of  the  committee." 
On  the  aoth  of  May,  1858,  Mr.  Stearns  wrote  thus  to  Colonel  Higginaon, 
then  coguizant  of  Brown's  cleaigns,  bnt  not  a  member  of  the  Kansas  Com. 
niittee  :  "  I  have  felt  obliged,  for  rensons  that  cnnnot  be  written,  to  recall 
thtt  arms  committed  to  B — -'s  custody.  We  an-  all  agreed  on  that  jwiiit; 
and  if  you  come  t«  Hostoa,  I  think  we  can  convince  you  tliat  it  h  for  the 
best."  That  this  recall  was  only  nominal  appears  from  a  memorandiitn 
oiade  by  Higginaon  when  he  did  "  come  to  Boston  "  early  in  June.  "  I 
found,"  he  says,  "  that  the  Kansas  Committee  had  put  some  five  hundred 
dollars  in  gold  into  Brown's  hands,  and  all  tlie  anna,  with  only  the  under- 
standing that  he  should  go  to  Kansas,  and  then  be  left  to  his  own  discre- 
tion." In  fact,  no  member  of  the  committi-c  who  wai  consulted  ever 
Buggesteil  the  attfiat  recall  of  the  arras  from  Blown,  well  knowing  that  he 
would  not  give  them  up  unless  he  ])lea.sed.  Nor,  acconliug  to  my  recol- 
lection, rlid  any  member  who  gave  advice  (prolrably  only  Mr.  Stearna,  Dr. 
Howe,  and  myself,  who  had  long  been  the  three  acting  members  of  a  com- 
mittee practically  defunct,  were  consulted)  desire  to  have  Brown  surrender 
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iiiitte«  at  Chicago,  tu  b«  by  tb«in  forwarded  through  loirn  t< 
From  Bome  cause,  which  I  have  never  heard  explained,  these  s 
were  delayed  in  Iowa ;  and  in  November  or  D«y!mLcr  •>(  thai  y 
we  directed  an  ageDt  to  prooeod  to  luwa  at  our  cliiirge,  •■ 
posaeasion  of  them  aa  our  prup^rty.  Early  tn  Jauuury.  \S57,  Jiihu 
Bniwn,  iif  whnin  I  liod  lieard,  but  liud  nut  sera,  eainc  to  Boston  and 
iTus  introduced  to  me  l)y  oue  of  aur  Kansai  agents ;  and  afU't  r'-po»leil 
coiifpreoces  witli  him,  tieing  strongly  impressed  witli  hla  wigacity, 
courage,  and  stem  integrity,  1,  ttirnugb  h  vute  of  uur  cominiitre, 
luadu  him  uur  agent  to  receive  and  hold  these  arms  and  the  nnnna- 
nitiuu,  for  the  defence  of  Kansas,  appropriating  9500  to  pay  his 
expenses.  Subaequeatly,  in  April  of  that  year,  we  authoriied  him 
to  aell  line  hundml  rifles,  if  expnlieut,  and  voted  f5<XI  more  to 
enable  him  to  pnxMied  to  Kansas  with  liis  ariimme||t.  Alioul  thi» 
time,  on  liis  n-presentitig  thiit  tito  force  to  be  organised  in  Kiinsus 
ought  tn  tie  proviiled  with  revolvers,  I  authorised  hiui  to  purchase 
two  hundred  tcmn  the  Mnssachusotts  Arms  Coui)>aDy,  and  when  they 
were  delivered  to  him  in  lowti,  paid  for  them  from  my  own  funds  ; 
the  nmmint  was  $1,300.  At  the  suine  time  1  save  biin,  by  a  Inner 
of  crrdit,  authority  to  draw  on  mo  at  sight  for  97.000  in  sums  I 
it  might  be  wanted,  f»r  the  subsistence  of  one  hundred  n 
vided  thai  it  should  be  necessary  at  any  lijDe  to  call  that  t 
ber  into  the  fteld  fur  active  service  in  the  defence  of  Kansas,  I 
1857.  As  the  exigency  contemplated  did  not  occur,  no  tiiont 
drawn  under  it,  and  the  letter  was  subsequently  returned  t 
Besides  these  iransactlons,  which  were  for  specific  purposes,  I  h 
given  him  money  fi^itn  lime  to  time,  —  how  much  IdAnot  know,  ns  I 
never  keep  any  account  of  my  persnnnl  expenses,  or  of  money  I  ^ve 
to  otherK ;  it  is  all  charged  to  m;  private  af-couni  aa  paid  mn.  I 
■houhl  think  it  might  amount  to,  say,  &oin  1 1. 500  to  »2.UU0, 
addition  to  what  I  have  bL'r>re  staled.  I  raised  money  and  si 
iijElcnt  to  Kansas  to  aid  the  Free-State  parly  in  the  Lcoompt 
election,  and  again  for  the  elecljoa  o[  IBH^. 

"  Qut»tion.     Was  It  ai  Brown's  request  thai  you  put  him  in 
session  of  those  arms  in  January,  185?  t 

•'  Answer.  No,  air ;  but  because  we  needed  an  agent  to  s 
ihein.  They  were  left  iu  Iowa,  and  under  circumstHiici'S  that 
it  diiuhtful  whether  they  would  not  he  lost  entirely;  and  we  put 
into  his  bands  because  it  was  necessary  to  have  sonin  agent  to  pro- 
ceed thi^re  and  reclaim  llivm  from  the  hands  the;  were  in,  and  take 
proper  care  of  them." 

The  operations  of  the  National  Koosas  Committee  ( 
which  Gerrit  Smith  coutributed  one  tbousaud  dollars  ] 
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month  during  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1856)  were  active 
and  efficient  for  a  time.' 

This  committee,  through  its  assistant-secretary  Horace 
White,  reported,  Jan.  25,  185",  at  New  York,  us  follows : 

"  There  have  been  fr.rwiirdeil  hy  tiiie  cnmniittee  about  two  tliousond 
nuiigrauU.  Tliese  have  pni"  Bin-hinii-nlu  by  tliu  land  mule  of  I.iwn 
and  Nebraska.    The  e.t>ini\  aded  bet\rocii  $20,000  mid 

$30,000  Id  provwiiiQS  and  j  uw-dy  sctUere.    Thew  »ii]i- 

plies  have  heen  purrhase<  Mem  Missouri,  whore  fi-tid 

is  chenp  and  abuuJant.  •  f  invatded  prior  lo  llie  1st 

nf  December  about  [our  ha  lothing,  vnlai>al  ut  $60,0001 

The  rmeipts  in  money  hai  n,  eliissified  by  States 

MusscholAeCt^    .     .                                  ...  t2S.107.l7 

New  York     ...                                   ...  33.707.39 

Illinois 8,882.00 

Ohio 2,70B.« 

Connecticut 8,182.13 

Wisconsin 3,054.35 

Mi.'bigBn 2,519.15 

Pennsylvania 1,380.19 

IndUua 1,349.20 

V..|-mont 958.25 

Rho.il-  [sliind 843.37 

New  Hampabire 13S.00 

Iowa 313.85 

Minnesota 10.00 

New  Jersey 254.00 

The  Start  Stala 10.00 

Unknown 10.00 

I  Tbe  following  were  the  names  of  its  members  ;  — 

Dr.  Svnnel  Cibot,  Jr..  I  BnBUin,  8.  S.  Barnard,  Detroit.  Uirh. 

Dr.  3. 0.  Hi^vt.  i  Hut.  J.  R.  T>i«ly,  MiUiuhH,  Wli. 

Gnvemor  W,  W.  Hopptn.  FrovLdenc^  R.  I.  P,  A.  nunt,  BL  LouH,  Mo. 
W.  H.  nnnell.  New  Hnven,  Conn.  A.  H.  Ht-eiler.  K>n>u. 

Tbuldeui  Hj'itl,  Nev  York  City.  B  W.  EUlriilge.  Kan«l. 


hr  OraniilialiDn  of  SUM. 
(ml  of  EsiijTatim,  Chi- 
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J.  D,  W.b.1* 

V 

Rlinlrv.  Ctevelai 

H   B.  Hunt, 

W,  WriKlit,  I,.K»1, 

ixport.  UA. 

0.  W.  Dolf. 

F 

Orncriu. 

Th>di 

ieiia  nj>tt.  Frail. 

Unt.  N.  T.  City. 

J 

I> 

Wai''*ter,  Vire'Prt 

,ld,„l.  Chicimo. 

riiti'DBD. 

H. 

U. 

W. 

Dul*.  rreannr. 

Chl»»o. 

B.  B.  Wlilti 

lu;.]  TH£  KANSAS  COHMTITEEi^. 

"  The  New  York  '  Tnbntie '  Fuud  and  Qerrit  Stniili's  doaktioBi  * 
ere  incUnlixl  in  t!ie  amoout  from  New  York.     Gerril  Smith  hna  paiJ 
in  $10,000.      These  accoanU  (li>  Diit  indicate  the  entire  nmiiiiut  I'un- 
IrilitiiC'il  fiir  the  Free-State  cause  liy  the  rarinus  Nurtbem  Sraiw, 
Wiseonsio.  Illinois,  Michigan,  and  Ohio  have  givpa  tibenilly  tlinin 
Stnte  orgnnixatioDS,     Massachnsetts  btis  been  the  reejpient  uf  dni 
tioDS  Aoin  other  States,  and  bat  herself  contributed  largely  withoi 
tlie  iDtervontiim  of  the  National  Committee. 

"  Of  ololhiog,  our  committee  have  received  ecven  hundred  sn 
■ixly-throe  packages,  valued  al  9110,000,  and  have  inoutred  a 
ex]«use  oD  the  same,  up  to  the  present  dale,  of  $4,108.71'. 

"  1  have  prepared  a  schedule  exhibiting  the  rcocipta  of  clolhinj 
fMin  each  of  the  States  by  towns-  The  following  ore  the  U>taU  K 
cei  ved  from  caci  of  the  SUktes  in  the  order  of  tlieir  preoedenco ; 

Mnawcbunetts 310 

Nbw  Vorit 134 

niiuois 06 

01.10 61 

Mivhigan -. Sa 

WiMoiiHn 25 

New  Hampshire 8 

Connecticut 0 

Pennsylvania    ......,,. 6 

Rhode  lalind S 

Vermont i 

Indiana 2 

DnkiMwn as 

Total 763 

"  Tt  Is  proper  to  state  that  eontrdbutiooB  from  Borne  of  the  New 
England  States  were  furwnrded  to  the   Briston   and   MasaneliUMlU 
Stale  llclief  committees,  and  by  tbem  forwarded  to  us  nt  Chieitgn, 
and  also,  without  iftir  iiiterrention,  to  the  Territory  direct.    Thus,  fov  ^ 
exttTnple,  — Maine,  which  has  very  liberally  contributed,  her  p<ip 
Inlion  nnd  ntsoureca  considered,  doce  not  appear  on  my  list,  I 
donniions  being  included  in  the  liiit  of  pnekagea  fi>rwarded  by  t 
ChIk)!.     The  StjtUt  of  Iowa  shonid  also  reecive  credit  for  large  a 
IrihutiooB  tu  cloiliinK,  grnin,  proviBii>nB,  and  money  jnveenled  to  t 
eonductors  of  oor  different  averland  coinpatiioB  of  cinigranta." 

'         Mr.  RpHpath.  who  reported  this  mepting  of  the  'Tunmitt 
at  New  York,  said  at  the  time :  "  M  least  S2.')0,00n.  in  e 
and  clothing,  have  been  contribtited  by  the  Eepublicanft  0) 
2S 

/ 


854  MIE   AND   LETTERS  OP  JOBS   BHOl^'N.  [1857. 

the  North  in  various  ways  for  the  relief  and  protection 
of  their  brethren  in  Kansas."  Of  this  sum,  not  less  than 
,  $100,000  came  from  the  single  State  of  Massachusetts ; '  and 
'  the  whole  aiuoinit  of  money  alone  latsed  there  was  more 
,  than  $60,000,  of  which  at  least  S20,0O0  was  paid  for  the 
purchase  and  forwarding  of  arms  to  the  Free-State  men. 
Yet  of  all  these  sup|i  w  rifles  and  a  few  hun- 

dred dollars  in  monej  e  hands  of  John  Brown 

and  his  men  in  ISoCy.  >  obtain  a  greater  share 

in  1857,  when,  diii'inj;  1  spring,  he  was  busily 

engaged  in  efforts  to  i  lough  to  arm  and  equip 

a  hundred  mounted  mi  in  Kansas  and  Missouri, 

but  without  much  sui  igh  the  National  Com- 

mittee  at  its  Astor  Hou  oted  him  an  appropria- 

tion of  five  thousand  dollars,  ne  received  nothing  under  this 
vote  except  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  ttiat  not  until 
the  summer  of  1857.  The  money  voted  him  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts Committee  about  the  same  time  was  soon  exiiausted, 
and  so  were  the  small  collections  he  had  ma^le  iu  New  Eng- 
land from  January  to  April,  1857.  The  efforts  inade  for 
legislative  appropriations  in  Massachusetts,  New  York,  and 
other  Northern  States  in  aid  of  the  Kansas  colonists  all 
failed.  Brown  had  labored  in  person  for  such  an  appropria- 
tion in  Massachusetts,  going  Ijefore  the  joint  eommittee  of 
the  legislature  in  the  State  House  at  Boston,  on  the  18th 

>  Mr.  White  (who  ]iaa  since  been  editor  of  the  "  Chicago  Trihune,"  and 
connected  with  the  "EviiiiingPoFit"  and  uther  journals  in  New  York)  said 
at  the  close  of  his  repoit,  Jan.  26,  1857  :  "  I  desire  to  bring  before  joor 
notice  the  remarkable  servieefi  rendered  by  Dr.  Samuel  Calxit,  Jr.,  of  Bos- 
ton, from  whom  we  received  directly  and  indirectly  over  two  hundred  and 
flfiy  bon-s  of  clothinif  within  the  short  space  of  two  months.  Let  us  not 
forget,  however,  that  it  is  to  women  almost  aolnly  that  Ihe  jieople  of  Kan- 
Baa  are  indebted  for  tbiH  invaluable  aid.  Everywhere  they  have  bi-en  the 
moat  devoted  and  untiring  friends  of  freedom.  It  is  imjiossible  to  notice 
all  who  deceive  especial  niention  ;  but  I  mi^ht  spi'ctfy  the  young  ladiea  of 
the  Oread  Institute,  at  Worcester,  >[aaa.,  who  contributed  forty-two  water- 
proof overcoats  for  the  '  Stubs '  of  Uwrence  ;  the  ladies  of  Norwallj,  Ohio, 
who  furniihed  one  hundred  new  lied -com  fortera  ;  Mrs,  Captain  Cutter,  of 
Warren,  Mass..  Mrs.  Dr.  Cabot,  of  Boston,  Ma,^a.,  Mrs.  H.  L.  Hibbai-d,  of 
Chicago,  and  Mrs.  H.  M.  T.  Cutler,  of  Dwight.  Ill,  who  have  been  partic 
nlarly  active  in  organiziDg  the  efforts  of  the  ladiea  of  the  North." 
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of  February,  and  giving  his  testimony  as  an  eye-witness  of 
what  had  happened  in  Kansas  the  year  before. 

With  this  preliminary  explanation,  I  may  now  give  some 
correspondence  of  these  committeea  with  Brown  and  others, 
beginning  with  a  letter  sent  by  the  Massachusetts  Kanet 
ConiBiittee,  before  they  saw    Brown,  to  the    late  Senat 
Grimes,  of  Iowa,  —  then  Governor  of  that  State. 


State  Kashas  Aid  Cohhittek  RnoHS^I 
BoETDK,  Deo.  20,  18S6. 

Dear  Sis,  —  Your  letter  of  the  16th  has  been  rercived,  anil  we 
a™  glail  lo  find  th«t  ihe  impcirtanc*  of  State  action  in  rpgnrd  tu  Khu- 
BAS  is  aiipnN;ialeiI  in  Inwa  as  woll  as  here.     The  tint  qiipatiiio  teeraa 
to  be.  Is  such  actiim  reall;  uccdedf    And  I  will  state  what  1  belie**  i 
tn  be  (uhstaQtially  the  views  of  thia  ooininiltcr,  n-hu  Hro  do 
iug  to  obUiin  an  appropriation  froai  oar  legislature. 

There  ran  be  no  doubt  that  the  tneasiires  i)f  which  f  on  apeak  (tliS  1 
purchose  of  land,  ereetUm  of  mills,  etc.)  could  not  widl  be  eugRged  i^M 
h;  a  Stall.- ;  ami  certainly  no  grant  fur  thai  purpose  ctiuld  bo  «bliiii/BAfl 
here.  B«C  although  present  ilestitution  may  bo  relieved  in  KanK(ia,X 
it  U  by  no  meaoB  certain  that  there  wit)  noT  be  great  Buffering  iheM  1 
in  the  Bpring,  before  any  orupa  can  be  raised,  — especially  if  fiir  nnj^ 
canse  busine^  should  not  ha  active.  Then  who  can  be  sure  thnt  thtV 
scenes  of  Inst  summer  will  not  bo  acted  ngiiin  t  True,  things  lodt  f 
better;  but  the  experience  of  llie  past  ought  to  leach  us  to  prcpwfr'a 
for  the  future.  But  even  if  ihiugs  go  on  prosperously  there,  ii 
may  still  he  needed.  Mi>n  have  bei'D  subjected  to  uujtiet  punisbt^l 
meuts,  or  at  lenat  threateneil  with  tliein,  under  the  uaeitDBtitil*  f 
lional  laws  of  the  Territory.  It  is  denirnble  that  these  eaaea  ahoqH 
lie  hmught  betiire  a  higher  tribunal ;  while  the  accused  person  maj] 
be  n  poor  man  unable  I"  bear  the  eipense  of  such  a  suit.  The  8W 
appmpriniiont  onuM  then  ))c  drawn  upon  fur  this  purpose,  and  a 
to  retain  counsel,  furaieh  evidence,  and  in  other  ways  to  forward  th«  J 
6Qtt  iifthe  injured  man. 

Would  it  not  therefore  be  well  for  each  Slate  W  mHke  an  appn>^  1 
prinlion,  which  should  rt'miun  in  the  hands  of  the  Governor,  as ipj 
Vermont,  or  of  a  conimitter,  until  it  sliould  be  needed  in  Kansaatl 
It  would  thus  be  a  con^ngcnt  fund,  to  be  drawn  un  only  in  cues  ^ 
necessity,  and  it  would  bo  ready  ngainsl  any  emi'rgi'ncy.    f 
never  be  called  for,  or  only  a  portion  of  it  might  be  used ;  but  ahold 
occasion  arise,  it  would  save  ourcilixcnH  iu  KsriiMO  fn>in  mauy  of  tl' 
horrors  which  have  afflicted  them  the  pus)  year.     A  hill  etnbodyi^ 
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theae  ideM  wUI  be  introduced  into  oar  U^fiEilalnre ;  aad  fniin  tlie 
tone  of  our  people  ivo  hiive  guod  hope  that  it  will  pass.  If  a  sliiiilftf 
bill  could  paw  your  legislature  I  have  no  doubt  tlie  example  would 
be  followed  by  Ni'tv  Yurli,  Maine,  Michigan,  ConueotLcut,  and  per- 
haps b;  Ohio,  N'cw  Hampshire,  auil  Rhode  Inland.  A  gentral 
niovemeot  of  tliijj  Idud  would  give  us  all  we  want;  and  we  might 
make  Kansas  fii-c,  1  think,  without  expending  a  dollnr  of  the  uTouey 
voted.    Theimir-Ut-aiTt  I  "  cinignition  fwin  the  Niirlli, 

and  on  the  emplxyineut  i  be  very  impoTtuvt.     Seen- 

rity  would  I>e  giveu  that  i  gmnls  would  be  supported  ; 

and  the  first  result  would  .ou  of  thousjinda  a»  soon  as 

spring  opens;   so  ihat  by  liavo  a  force  of  Northern 

settlers  there,  enough  I<i  i  of  hw  wliiah  might  be  set 

ap.     Without  this.  I  fpu'  .r,  in  spite  of  the  tiniteriug 

promises  of  th*  prcsi-ut,  w  last  year's  liislory  repeated. 

There  will  be   do  cunfiilt  nquillitj  of  the   Territory; 

eapiciil  will  shun  it ;  einignkuuu  ue  luuiuiii  stiippcd ;  and  a  year  heuc« 
we  may  bo  no  bcltLT  c)ff  than  now,  —  add  perliaps  W'orse.     Witli  these 
opitiiiiiiH,  we  lorik  on  State  appropriations  as  tlie  salvation  of  Kansas, 
and  hope  that  the  whole  North  may  be  led  to  the  same  victw. 
With  miK'h  respect. 

F.  B.  Sanborn, 
Corresponding  Secretary  nf  Utatt  CoinmiUee, 

Although  my  name  is  signed  to  this  letter,  it  was  the  joint 
composition  of  the  chairman  (Mr.  Stearns)  and  myself ;  and 
had  been  preceded  by  the  following  letters ;  — 

BosTos.  Diis.  IS,  1856, 
H.  H.  Vas  Dyck,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir,  —  Since  my  return  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Gov- 
ernor Ri.bii]s<ni,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed. 

In  Connecticut  they  are  ready  to  form  a  strong  State  committee  to 
eo-operato  with  New  York  and  Masaachu sells,  but,  like  you,  at* 
waiting  fur  light.     Id  Phihidelpliia  they  have  a  very  largo  onmniiitee, 
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BosTOS,  Dec,  18,  1858. 

E.  B,  Whitkak,  Esq, 

Dear  Sir,  —  We  have  to-daj  written  to  H.  B.  Hurd,  Em].,  Rsk- 
iDg  fur  poruiiiisiou  fur  an  exHiniuution  uf  his  <iuin  mi  [tee's  di'inga  and 
arcounts  b;  ;ou.  We  have  endciivored  from  time  to  liiiiu  to  get 
fruiii  tliem  defiuite  infurrnaUon  of  their  operations;  aud  nuv,  wlieu 
gmre  chargea  are  bniught  in  our  newejiapers  by  Kilunis  men  iigmnM 
thorn  and  their  Hgi^nts  (the  Central  Committee  in  Kaiisiu),  we  are 
outirely  without  tlie  means  of  ooutmdioting  lliese  usBcniuns,  and  can 
only  oppuae  our  genenil  knowledge  of  their  good  eharacter  and 
belief  in  tht'ir  wise  conduct  to  the  positive  staloineats  now  doil; 
ourrenL  Wo  therefore  wiuh  you  to  inform  youraelf  as  fully  as  pos- 
ftiblo  lit  all  thnr  operattuns  from  the  eommeuoement  to  the  present 
time,  taking  such  minutes  of  yoor  researches  us  will  enable  you  to 
give  a  full  and  close  account  to  us,  and  also  before  our  le^islatuie, 
should  you  be  culled  upon  for  that  purpose.  We  want  to  know  tha_i 
disposition  made  of  the  money  we  have  sent  to  them  (about  $31,6 
and  two  hundn?d  rifles),  an  aooount  of  which  yiu  have  cnclos 
We  hupe  Hwn  to  see  you  in  good  heiiltb,  and  are 
Truly  your  friends, 
• ,  Georoc  L.  Steakks, 

Ckairman  JU,  S.  K.  Commilt 

In  ponneption  with  the  letter  to  Mr.  Whitman  given  abore^  1 
a  letter  was  sent  to  Mr.  Hurd,  the  Secretary  of  the  National'.! 
Cotsmittee,  portions  of  which  are  as  follows :  — 

Statb  Kansis  Coicmittke  Rooms,  IT  Nilbs  Bloc^B 
Boston,  Dec.  IS,  lesfl. 
H.  B  Rcnn,  Esq.,  CmoAoo,  lu- 

Dear  Sir,  —  Yours  of  the  10th  was  reoeiyed  tn~day,  and  the 
ammgement  which  you  have  made  with  regard  to  the  money  will 
no  doubt  bo  sntisfiurlory.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  however,  thftt  our 
Wimmitlee  are  not  satisfied  with  the  infVeijoent  and  irregular 
iiioatioii  which  pxisfs  between  us  and  yon.  It  is  now  m 
four  months  since  onr  oommillee  has  been  expeotiug  and  hoping  ft 
an  aoenunt  of  the  money  we  have  eent  yon,  .  .  .  and  yet  we  o 
get  no  definite  information  as  to  the  way  in  which  your  *genls  h 
expended  onr  money  ;  nor  have  wo  had  from  time  to  Umo  much 
knowledge  of  the  general  conree  of  your  openitions.  Yon  w>y  thai 
yon  have  no  time  for  such  communicalions ;  but  certainly  a  com- 
mittee like  ours,  representing  so  many  people  and  so  much  i 
ought  to  take  prw^eilence  in  a  rorrexp'.ndence  with  Inilividuai 
Sneh  information  as  ve  seek  is  absolutely  Deeeseary  to  our  : 
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oonoert  witb  joa;  and  fur  tvaat  of  il  we  are  now  ootnpcUod  to  net 
bj  ourselvM.  lu  cinler  to  EUitisfy  Itie  etimmitlee  sod  our  contribu- 
tors as  to  what  hna  Iih'u  dune,  it  u  neoossary  ibat  we  should  huvs 
cupies  of  youir  ai:riniuis, — so  fur,  al  least,  us  they  relate  to  our 
money ;  and  thtrcf.iro  wl-  ask  for  the  copy  inentbui'd  in  tlie  indonwid 
vote.  ADd  I  am  fuillior  diriijted  to  request  that  you  will  give  our 
agent,  Mr.  £.  It.  Wlntmuu.  such  iufonnaliun  on  this  point  as  he  innjr 
desire.  ...  All  tliui  mir  ,  is  a  full  and  buHiueiw-like 

statement  of  what  juu  hi  to  doing ;  for  want  of  this 

tbey  are  compulli-d  lo  eea  lleotora  uf  monoy  fur  whieb 

tbey  can  obtain  uu  suliii-ic 
Trul 

.  n.  Sanborn, 

6  relaiy  .Viia.  fit-rfe  CantmilUt, 

These    letters,  toget.,i. -iie    movement   to   obtain 

legislative  appropriations  (one  being  actually  voted  by  the 
State  of  Vermont),  were  the  ocoasion  of  calling  together 
the  National  Committee  at  the  Astor  House  late  in  Jan- 
uary. Hut  previously  it  was  found  needful  to  notify  that 
committee  as  follows:  — 

State  Kannas  Committee  Roomm, 

BiisTos.  Jan.  3,  1857. 
H.  n.  Hfrp,  Esq.,  Say.  Kaliaani  Kanaai  Cominittee. 

Dear  Sir,  —  The  Mawachiisetls  Kansas  CuminiilPe  have  thimght 
it  best  lo  rescind  the  vote  by  which  ccrliiiu  rlHes  owned  by  S.  Cabot, 
Jr.,  sre  made  aubject  to  the  order  of  the  Kansas  Ccntnil  Coiumiitee, 
and  In  resume  possession  of  tlie  same.  They  were  taken  on  to 
Tabor,  it  is  understood,  by  Dr.  J.  P.  Riiot;  but  they  seem  to  be 
Btill  at  Tabor,  and  not  to  be  al  present  needed  in  Kansas.  Any 
information  which  you  can  give  our  agent  Mr.  Clark,  or  any  direc- 
tions II)  your  agenta  which  will  facilitate  his  business,  wo  hope  you 
will  fiive  him.  The  necessary  expense  of  transporting  the  rifleji  will 
be  reimbursed  by  this  oiimrnittee  when  Ihey  have  ohiained  actual 
possession  of  them  ;  and  they  will  be  held  iu  trust  for  the  people 
of  Kanaaa  for  tlie  present. 

Truly  youre, 

F.  B.  Sanborn, 

Cor.  Sm.  A[a.v.  .<r.  K.  Cotiu 

These  were  the  very  rifles  which  were  carried  to  Mary- 
land by  Brown,  for  use  in  Virginia,  two  years  and  a  half 
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later ;  but  at  this  time  there  was  no  thought  of  a.ny  suol 
campaign.    Brown's  purpose,  as  he  disclosed  it  in  Boston  ii 
January,  1857,  was  to  equip  and  arm  a  hundred  uiouute 
■  men  for  defence  and  reprisal  in  Kaiisaa ;  and  it  was  upon 
this  plan  that  the  Nntiunal  Cuiuniitti'e,  wlien  it  assemLled, 
held  a  warm  discussion,  iu  which  Brown  himself  took  part. 
His  request  was  for  anus  and  money  wliich  he  might  he  at 
liberty  to  use  in  his  owu  way.  his  paat  conduct  being  his  J 
guarauty  that  he  would  use   them  wisely.     A  uompromisM 
was  the  result.     The  arms  chiefly  in  question  were  v 
back  to  the  Massachusetts  Committee,  who,  it  was  under- 
stood, would  place  them  iu  Brown's  hands;  and  an  appri> 
priation  of  five  thousand  dollars  was  mode  from  the  almost 
empty  treasury  of  the  National  Committee  for  his  benefit  j 
while  he  was  also  to  have  the  revei-sion  of  any  arms  iir 
their  possession  not  otherwise  disposed  of.    This  appeaiftl 
by  the  following  votes  :  — 

At  u  meeting  of  the  NRtinnnl  Kunms  Comtnittee,  held  at  t 
AaUiT  House,  in  the  rily  of  New  Yorh,  <iu  the  twenty -f<>urth  Jhj  <t 
January,  A.  D.  1857,  tlie  followiug  reBoluiJuDa  wore  ailiipled  ;- 

1.  Eesolved,   TIiBt   the   iresHorer  he   directed   U>   rewrve   i 
trOAsiiry,  out  of  any  iiuappmpriiited  uiciiicys  in  liis  custiidy,  or 
may  bo  hercrtftor  senl  to  the  Nntiunal    dmiuiittoe,  the  sum  of  Svfl 
thousuud   dullurs,  to  bo  used  by  tlie  coininittee  in  aid  of  CaptiUB'a 
John  Bmwn  in  any  ileTensive  measures  that  mny  bpcoine  i 
Mry;  nnddbat  Captain  Urowu  be,  anil  he  is  herrby,  HUtboriiu^ti 
draw  upon  the  treasurer  fiir  the  sum   nf  6ve  hundred  doUiirB,  i 
jKirtiiiQ  'if  said  sum,  at  such  time  as  lie  may  deem  it  expedinut^l 
fur  the  saiil  pmT)u8es. 

2.  Rrmlvi^,  That  snch  arms  and  siipplir^s  as  llie  comtni 
have,   and  whinh  may  be  needed  by  Captain  Brown,  are  nppnipri'l 
nteil  Id  his  use,  pruoidtd,  that  the  arms  and  siipjilies  he 
than  enough  for  one  hundred  men ;  and  that  a  letter  uf  approbatk 
be  given  him  by  this  committee. 

H.  B,  Hl-Bd, 
Set.  A'lUimttl  Kaiuiu  Ctm. 

Any  person  having  property  eorered  by  the  above  Resolntion  I 
requested  tu  deliver  the  same  to  Mr.  Jobo  Brown  or  hb  agent. 

U.B.UC1I 
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In  furtherance  of  these  votes,  Brown  at  once  made  out 
the  following  schedule,  which  he  called  a  "  Memoriuidum 
of  small  outfit :  "  — 

Mtmorandtm  of  ariielen  Konttd  a*  an  outfit  frr  fifty  voluntttvs  to 
terve  midtr  tui/  direelion  during  the  Kan»aa  tear,  or  /or  suek  gptci- 
fied  time  U»  thc'j  may  ea'''  —'-"-■  ■'—  ■  'offfther  u-i(A  atimaleil  out 
<>f  the  tame,  delivered  i.  "ojitht. 

2  (abituitinl  (liut  iti  ^  wagons  with 

good  covim  ,     ,                              {300.00 

<  good  Dcrvictabk  wa                             , lOO.OU 

2  aeU  stroujf  ptuin  bo                             50.00 

100  good  heovj  blanket                              $0     .     .     .     .  200.00 

5  enbatantud  laige-au                             , 100-00 

6  laige  ca)i]p-k«ttle«                               11.00 

60  tin  basins 5.00 

fiO  tio  spoons S.0O 

i  pUin  strong  saddles  and  bridtea 80.00 

4  picket  lopes  and  pins S.OO 

8  wooden  pnits 2.00 

8  axes  and  helves 12.00 

5  fryinft-pans  (large  size) S.OO 

8  Isi^  size  colTee-pote       10.00 

8      "      "    spiders  or  bake-ovcos 10.00 

8      "      "    tin  ]>ans 6.00 

12  spades  and  shovels IB.OO 

6  mattocks 6.00 

2  weeks  provisioni  for  men  and  horses 150.00 

fund  for  horse-hire  and  feed  ;   loas  and  damage  of 

same £00.00 

|I77t.0O 

Upon  this  list  Mr.  White  remarked  as  follows :  — 

AsToR  HovsE,  New  York,  Jan.  27,  1857. 
Captain  John  Brown. 

Dear  Sir,  —  1  am  nnaWe  yet  to  give  yoii  the  schedule  of  articles 
which  tlie  committee  propose  pWlng  in  your  hands.  PIpssc  addresa 
me  at  Chirago,  Btating  whether  a  letter  miiy  be  still  sent  to  yoii  at 
the  Mnssasoil  Houne.  It  (^tll  be  necessary  fur  mo  to  examine  ship- 
ping-books, etc.,  in  onr  office  at  Chicago.  I  brought  your  matters 
before  the  notice  of  the  committee  yesterday.  Resoliitions  were 
pasi>ed  directing  the  aecrelary  to  instruct  Mr.  Jones,  of  Tabor,  to 
retain  the  supplies,  etc.,  in  his  hands  until  you  had  made  your 
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selections.  Resolutions  n 
olullaing.  boot.',  etc,  to  , 
opeoiog  uf  navigation. 


I 


B  also  adopted  empowering  me  (o  ship 
I  at  Talxir,  whicli  will  lie  done  on  (he 
Very  tf.ilj, 

HoEACB  Whitb. 


Oftice  National  Kaunas  ComiiTTeB, 
11  Uabink  Bank  Buildino,  Chicaoo.  Feb.  IS,  1857.  j 
JoRS  Browm,  Esq. 

My  DKAR  Sm,  —  Thp  articles  specified  in  the  schedule  and' order 
whith  you  gHve  me  in  New  York  will  be  forwarded  next  week.  I 
think  ue  shall  be  ahle  to  miike  ont  the  whole  number  required, 
filling  the  blanlts  with  100,  They  will  be  shipped  iis  directeii,  and 
freight  paid  through.  Mr.  Jones  hua  been  notified  to  expect  ^em. 
We  bope  to  bear  from  you  soon. 

Very  truly, 

Horace  Wanr, 

Aaai  Set.  N.  K.  Ooat,^ 

If  any  evidence  were  needed  of  Mr.  White's  entire  confr  1 
dence  in  Brown  at  this  time,  it  would  be  furnished  by  tlutil 
letter :  — 

Chilago,  Marcb  21,  ISST. 
Captain  John  Bbown, 

My  DRAR  Friend,  —  I  find  it  quite  impossible  to  prepare  a  sclied- I 
nle  of  the  [iroperty  which  belongs  to  ]^>u  under  the  New  York  ri 
iDlinn.    It  can  only  be  uuertMined  in  tho  Tcrriinry.     I  am  gutng  * 
there  myself  about  the  first  of  next  woulh,  ami  t  need  not  say  that 
yon  inny  cummand  mj  services  hI  nil  times.     Mr.  Amy  is  there,  and 
with  the  help  of  him  and  Mr.  Whitman  we  shall  probably  be  able 
to  secure  everything.    At  any  rate  we  will  work  for  it.     Pleiise  let 
mo  hear  how  yon  are  proRpcriug.     Write  me  a  line  directed  ti 
CAgo.     If  I  am  not  here  it  will  be  forwarded  to  me.     State  when  yov  ■ 
expect  III  he  in  Knnsas.     If  you  should  think  it  UDdesirablc  to  havil 
one  of  your  letlers  sent  through  Missouri,  yon  need  not  sign  yonf    I 
name  to  it.    I  shnll  kni>w  the  hnndwriting,     I  anlicipnte  perilous 
times :  and  when  the  Philistines  arc  upon  us,  I  ma;  possibly  be  found 
oarrying  a  bayonet  on  the  right  side. 

Very  truly, 

Horace  White. 

P.  9.  I  snppose  the  Borton  people  will  fix  yon  out  with  a  return 
ticket.  Perhaps  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  send  ynu  the  cnchiscd  no'e. 
If  yon  have  other  means  of  procuring  just  as  well  a  free  ticket,  I 
would  prefer  yon  would  not  use  thi.H,  because  llio  milrnnds  havo  done 
vuy  libenll}'  b}'  oSf  and  1  do  not  wish  to  seem  to  be  bleeding  tb«m- 
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I  would  rather  no  ono  bul  ynureelf  sbuuM  haye  lie  benefit  of  the  en- 
closed, be<«uso  our  credit  wllh  the  coiopunies  for  the  future  depeails 
aomewhat  upon  ihe  fiiinieiiB  which  they  experience  this  Buuimer.' 
Again  verv  truly, 

H.  W. 

Mr.  Arny,  General  Agent  of  this  committee,  also  wrote  to 
Brown  as  follows  ;  — 

ILLE,  Ky.,  March  11,  1857- 


Captain  Brows. 

Deak  Sis,  —  I  laet  we 
marked  "J.  B.,  care  Joi 
boxes  I  put  tliree  mills  t 
think  will  be  useful  to  the 
in  every  inslADiw  the  full  a' 
the  best  I  conld.     Aiijlhit 

know;  and  phrase  lU'kuiiivledge  trie  receipt  of  this,  direcled 
caro  of  Simmons  &  Leadheater,  St.  Louie,  Mo. 

As  ever  your  friend  and  well-wisher, 

W.  F.  M.  Abnt. 


.een  bole»  elothing  fur  yoU, 
K.r,  Iowa."  In  one  of  the 
or  com  for  bread,  which  I 
ettleinent.  I  could  not  get 
,ne  required ;  but  have  done 
rther  for  you,  plea 


iuldpoii»Ul*t,IIy«iveT 
I'igbtly  ji]>j>rcci&ted. 


To  C.  B.  GBiEHOtrnM,  Esq  ,  ( 


k  IL  Erlf  Railmul,  Sn 


Dudley  F.  Fhklps.  Eau.,  tiein 


■.I  Agent,  MicliigiT 


Rnilrmul,  Tnledo. 
the  handwriting  of  John 


Upon  which  ii  thB  folIoHins  indorspiiie 
Brown  ;  "  HomcB  While,  March  21,  1857.' 

'  These  were  given  thus  ;  — 

"  CosiENTS  ;  Box  Xo.  1,-6  coats,  6  pairs  pants,  1  vest,  6  quilts,  8 
pairs  booLi,  10  cnps,  20  pBirs  bocIis,  10  pnirs  drsw-prs,  22  shirts,  anil  5  pairs 
mits.  Bon  No.  2,-21  coats,  22  pants,  12  wsts,  12  quilta.  12  pairs 
drawers,  12  shirts.  Hot  No.  3,-4  coatii,  12  pants.  2  vesta,  12  qiiilts,  2 
puim  boots,  2  caps,  13  socks,  5  shirts,  6  pairs  mits.  Box  No.  i,  —  12  pairs 
boots.  Boi  So.  6,  —  12  pairs  boots.  Box  No.  8,  —  18  pairs  pantu,  6 
vests,  11  quilts,  13  pairs  boots,  18  caps,  42  socks,  1  i«ir  drxwcrs,  IS  shirts, 
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These  votes  and  letters,  with  the  letters  which  liad  pre-  ' 
ceded  them,  and  served  as  Brown's  introduction  where  he 
was  not  persoually  known,  fully  refute  the  statements  made 
many  years  later  that  Brown  was  looked  upon  with  indif- 
ereuce  or  aversion  by  the  friends  of  Kansas  iu  1856-67. 

The  letter  of  Charles  Robinson,  dated  Sept  14, 1866,  at 
Lawrence  (printed  on  page  330),  was  filled  with  praise  o( 
John  Brown,  and  when  it  reached  me  in  Boston,  Jan.  i 
1857,  it  bore  these  two  indorsements:  — 


Governor  Chase's  Indvrsement, 

Coll- H  BUS,  Dec.  2 
Captaio  John  Brown,  of  Kansas  Territory,  is  commended  I 
by  ft  hight;  reputable  cilizen  of  this  Stnte  aa  a  gDutlcmuu  every  w 
worthy  of  entire  confidence.  1  hsve  alsu  seen  a  letter  frum  Goven 
Chnrleia  Bobiiigon,  whosii  hnndwiitiDg  1  recognize,  speaking  of  C 
tsin  BrowQ  and  his  services  to  the  cause  of  Ibe  Frec-Stato  ii 
Kansat  in  terms  of  the  warmest  coiDini'Ddation.  Upon  these  testi 
monials  I  cordially  recommend  bim  to  tlie  confidence  and  regs 
all  who  desire  Xa  see  Kansas  a  free  Stale. 

S.  P.  Chahe.' 

lapBiraniita.     Boi  No.  7. —  15  quilts.     Box  No.  8,  —  19  qiiilta     Boi 
No.  Q,  ~  2  cuats,  1  pants,  3  vests,  \1  WLks,  12  dniw-n,  IS  shlrt-i. 
No.   10,-12  pair*  hooti.     Boi  No.   11,-18  cwts,   4  nuilts,  12  j 
boots.     Boi  No.  12,  —  41  pnin  pants.  15  vents,  0  quilts,  S  Ixots,  18  d 
10  pairs  socks.    Box  No.  13,  —  1 1'oat,  a  psiits,  7  quilts,  9  pnirt  »   ' 
paiis  drnwon,  SI  shirts.     Box  No,  14,  —  17  iguilta.     Wljnlti  am 
follow*  :  S4  coats,  105  gmirs  pnnls,  39  vest*,  100  qailts  and  bUnketa,  tt 
pain  boots,  Tfl  cap*,  112  pain  socks,  SI  pairs  drawers,  10*  shirts,  27  ]■  ' 
■□its.     3  bsnil-niills  for  grinding  gmin." 

Upon  all  wliich  is  th?  folloviiig  inilorfwment  in  the  handnriting  ol 
Brown  :  "  W,  F.  M.  Amy.     Ansverrd  March  31." 

■  Thli  eminent  man,  afterward  Senator  from  Ohio  and  Chipf-Jni 
the  United  States,  sent  another  letter  to  Brown  six  months  later,  hot 
be  WHS  still  Governor  of  Ohio,     ll  is  interesting  •»  sliowing  that  Go* 
Chase  either  did  not  know  or  did  not  choose  to  rcco^ize  the  olio*  •(  J 
"  Nelson  Hawkins."  by  which  Brown  wns  then  addressed  to  avoid  the  o] 
ing  of  his  Ictten  by  proalavery  |>i»ttnasters. 

CotDiiacs,  Ono.  Jitir 


If  tfM>  Bi  tome  n 

HoanoaHRsdM 
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Gerrit  Smit/i'n  Letter. 

Petbkbobo',  Deo.  SO,  ISGfi. 
Captaim  John  Brown,  —  You  did  not  need  to  show  me  l«tton 
feom  Govttniai  Chase  ami  Governor  Rubiusan  to  let  we  know  who 
and  what  you  «re.     I  hiive  known  you  many  years,  and  have  higlily 
esteemed  you  as  long  aa  1  '  j.     I  kuow  your  nuBhriuk- 

ing   bravery,  your  self-Bat  pnce,  your  devotion  lo  the 

cause  of  freedom,  nnd  liavi  nn.     May  HeflvcD  presorvo 

your  life  and  health,  and  [  \v  purposes! 

Gerrit  Suits. 

I  may  also  cite  here  one  of  Brown's  neigh- 

bors in  Oaawatomie,  ar-  lent  of  that  town,  writ- 

ten a  year  later  than  ut  breathing  the  same 

admiration  and  respect  for  Uie  old  captain :  — 


Letter  from.  Henry  H.  WilllaTiu. 

OsAWATOMIli,  Oct.  12,  1857. 

Captain  Bkows. 

Dear  Sllt,  —  Learning  thtil  there  ia  a  messenger  in  town  from 
you,  I  will  take  the  opjMirtuuity  lu  drop  you  a  line.  We  are  just 
through  with  the  Oetober  election,  and  ns  fiir  na  this  county  is  con- 
cerned it  went  off  hriglit.  This  was  owiug  in  a  great  measure  to 
our  thorough  miliULry  orgnnizatioii  here,  and  the  well-known  repu- 
tation that  our  boys  have  for  fighting.  There  were  about  four 
hundred  and  twenty-five  votes  east  in  this  oiuuty  :  about  three 
hundred  and  fifty  Free-State.  I  have  a  coiiijiany  orgnnized  here  of 
aliout  eighty  men,  and  wo  drilled  twice  a  week  for  several  weeks 
previous  to  election,  which  no  doubt  had  a  wliolesoine  effect  upon 
the  fcwrferws.  Our  company  is  a  permanent  institution.  We  have 
Bent  on  to  St.  Louis  for  three  drums  and  two  fifes.     We  are  very 


in  J  probflbUilj  of  obtaining  i 
[  nbUined  tnr  the  Captain  i 
mitont  and  in 


then 


CB|>tiln  BiDi 


.e  miiili 


fiiTther  contrlbiilii 


"Ught  lo 


Iw 


It  the  r 


muhii«r«l>l 

Verj  regpeclTiillr  ud  tniljr, 

B.  P.  Cbisl 
U|ion  vhirh  is  the  folloTring  indorsement  in  the  handwriting  of  John 
Brown:  "  S.  P.  Chaae,     BiMjiLirea   no  repl}-,"     Probably  the  tweoty.five 
dollars  WM  MrKhase'g  own  gift. 


I 
I 
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poorly  supplied  with  »niis.  However,  I  uDderstand  that  you  t 
sume  nnus  with  yuu  wliich  yim  inteud  to  bring  into  the  TeiTiiory. 
1  hope  that  you  will  uot  furget  the  boi/s  here,  a  iMiUHiiliirabk'  number 
of  wht'in  have  smelt  gunpowder,  and  have  bad  llieir  courage  tried  on 
srveml  uccnaiuns,     I  do  mil  like' to  Ixiast,  but  I  think  we  ba'  ^ 

of  the  best  fighting  stocli  here  that  ihern  is  in  the  Territory, 
iflg  of  arms  reminds  me  that  there  was  a  hiix  oontiiining  five  d 
ravolv«TB  sent  to  yuu  at  Lawrence  laal  fall  1o  be  diatrihuled  by  yi 
your  6oy«.  K,  and  W.  —  two  reuegitde  Frets-Slate  men  from  h 
wfiDt  up  Ui  Lawreuue  about  that  time,  told  a  pitiful  tale,  and  ai 
that  they  were  j/our  bojfs  ;  and  the  committee  that  had  the  revolve 
in  charge  gave  them  each  one,  and  a  ShtLrpe's  rifle.  A  few  days  a: 
I  was  in  Lawrence,  and  applied  to  the  committee  to  k 
intended  to  distribute  the  revolvers;  if  they  did,  that  I  would  like  Ic 
have  one.  They  reFueed,  however,  to  let  me  have  one,  becaas 
eiioth  I  could  nut  tell  na  big  a  yum  about  what  1  had  done  for  the 
Free-State  cause  as  K.  and  W.  could.  1  have  aince  Icurued  that 
the  committee  have  distributed  the  revolvers  to  the  "Stubs"  and 
others  about  Lawrence,  witli  the  understanding  that  they  are  to 
rclum  them  at  your  order.  But  I  think  it  is  doubtful  if  yon  get 
them.  There  has  been  plenty  of  Sliarpc's  rifles  and  other  arms  dis- 
tributed at  Manhattan  and  utiier  points  remote  from  the  Border, 
where  they  never  have  any  disiiirbauces,  and  a  Border  Ruffian  is  a 
curiosity  ;  while  along  the  Border  here,  where  we  are  liable  to 
have  an  outbreak  at  any  time,  we  have  had  no  arms  distributed 
at  all. 

Two  or  three  weeks  before  election  I  visited  the  Border  counties 
south  of  this,  and  organized  a  company  of  one  hundred  men  on  the 
Little  Osage,  and  a  company  on  Sugar  Creek  ;  also  at  Stanton  and 
on  the  Pottawatomie  above  this  poiuL  According  to  the  election 
returns,  we  have  done  much  better  in  this  and  the  Border  counties 
south  than  they  have  in  the  Border  onuntics  north  of  this  point. 
The  boys  would  like  to  see  you  and  shake  you  by  the  hand  ones 
more.  Nearly  all  would  unite  in  welcoming  yuu  back  hrre;  thus 
that  would  not,  ynu  have  nothing  to  fear  nroin  in  ibis  loc-nlity. 
Bcuiiment  of  the  people  and  the  strpugih  and  energy  of  the  I 
State  party  here  exercise  a  wbolcaouie  restraint  upon  those  havin 
Border  Buffiim  proclivitit-*. 

Yours  us  of  old  for  the  riglit, 

HeN'RV    H.    WlLLIAlt£4 


I  This  letter  was  sddresied  "  Tn  CspUun  .Inhn  Brown,  Tnlxir. 
Oounty,  Iowa,"  and   among  Rrown'o  pApers  wiu   iii:rampani«d  Kith 
foUDwing  timiMrandiUB  of  tlie  distribution  made  at  Jjiwrenee  of  Ibt 
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These  letters,  covering  the  whole  period  in  1856-57  daring 
which  Brown  was  absent  from  Kansas,  are  concluaive  proof 
of  the  estimation  iu  which  he  was  held  by  the  Free-istate 
settlers  during  "the  time  that  tried  men's  souls."  The 
votes  and  letters  of  the  National  Committee  show  that  they, 
too,  as  they  ciime  to  know  Brown  belter,  trusted  him  more. 
But  their  affairs  had  ;  well  managed,  and  their 

treasury  became  enip  he  money  voted  at  ifew 

York  did  not  appear  irown  wrote  for  it  from 

New  England,  he  reci  iwing  reply :  — 

re  tlio  same  spoken  of  by  Mr. 


thiA  Mr.  WUti 
Kbile  in  hi*  l«i 

timouy  oi 

iTei 

■nin-anduT,. 

Bloomlpglon 
OuvDtomlt 

Keokuk. 

.      A.  Curt 

The  following  are  the  nuinbera  of  olhers  given  to  the  "  Stubs  "  :  — 

4».9S6,       M,^       m.mi,      50,110,       S1,£C3,       M,963,       tt,!»7,       M.10I, 

so,e»g,     biifia*,     &o,»+),     SI. 013.     si.o^i.     nfi-n.     ii.i»a,     M.vst. 

W,BKO,       40,141,       SO.lte,       60.040,       61,019,       61,l!lg,      il,ilOO,       Sl,'.^. 
£l,06»,       60,»IS.  61,149.       60,968,       61,266, 

Mr.  Whitman  hw  one,  and  1  think  the  otbera  were  distributed  by 
Eldridg*  witliout  taking  repeipts. 

Feeling  too  unwell  to  walk  tlie  distance,  I  gave  up  piing  to  my  sister's, 
nnd  liave  looked  np  the  above  numbers.  Sorry  to  ht^nr  of  your  jil-lieslth. 
Still  it  is  nothing  unusual  Co  hpar  of  sickness  nil  over  the  Territory.  I 
have  waited  for  Eldridge  to  net;  but  he  has  left.  I  think,  without  doing 
anything  for  you,  and  as  soon  as  1  ran  take  the  time  I  will  make  oiti^  more 
earnest  effort  for  you  in  this  place,  nnd  am  sure  that  aotnc  can  be  obtained. 
Say  to  Mr.  Kagi  I  gave  the  order  for  Parsons's  gun  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Lyon's  family,  and  they  promised  to  bring  it  to  town,  but  it  has  not  come 
yet. 

If  you  get  any  news  of  importance,  please  inform  me. 

Wm.  Hutchinsos. 
Upon  which  is  the  following  indorsement  in  the  handwriting  of  John 
Brown  :  "  Wm.  HuKhinson's  letter."    The  date  is  not  given,  but  it  must 
be  in  1857-58. 
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OrricB  Natiukal  Eanhas  Cosmitteb, 

11  Uauine  Bank  BiriLDiNo, 

ruic-Aoo,  April  1,  1867.    | 
Captain  Jhbs  Bnowu,  SpringlidJ.  Mawi. 
At  u  meeting  of  the  Natiuoai  Kuuaaa  Coniiniltt-'u,  belil  this  day,  it^ 

WBH  I 

Saolveti,  That  at  ncciirdiDg  to  the  preseut  state  (if  the  publit  J 
feeliag,   evinced   \>y  the  almost  tuuil  ceasaliou  (if  cuDtributJuDg   I 
the  fuuda  of  the  rniiiuiiltee,  it  appenre  (but  ilie  incaos  uf  carrying  d 
our  opcnttiuiu  will  out  be  furthcuming  fmin  the  ueuul  sources;  thnu 
fore,  it  is  expedient  to  tikke  iinuiediafl  iiicasureB  to  settle  the  Ihil" 
ties,  uu<l  dose  ilie  ttcouuuu  of  the  cumiiiitlne,  and  to  reduce  iImI 
current  eipeusea  to  tlie  lowest  ptissible  point;  und  that  the  svcreuiy T 
be  iustrui'teU  to  titke  nieRSUn>s  acciirdiagly. 

Sesoliicd,  further,  Tluit  the  seerelary  bo  instruolcd  to  write  to  tlw  '1 
members  iif  ihe  comiuiltee  residing  in  uthtsr  cities,  —  to  Mraqra.  Qrce-'l 
ley  &  ftlcElratb,  Hun.  Gerrii  Smith,  and  other  )irouiinenI  duiiomj 
end  friemls,  —  setting  forth  the  Ikct  (if  the  cessalliin  of  cuutiihulloni  3 
as  iibuve  staled,  and  the  necessity  we  arc  under  of  closing  out 
tions,  nnlesB  iinuiHliiitcly  eusluined  by  libcml  nintributious. 

We  are  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  cvuie  to  the  above  n>nelusiotl,  but  :l 
are  compelled  to  do  so.     There  are  several  iinporlaui  iiudertskiugs   i 
now  in  lianJ,  vrlneh  we  shall  have  to  Abntidou,  unless  further  :neaua 
are  forthcoming.      The  committee  are  at  present  out  of  miiuey,  and 
are  aiuipelleil  to  decline  sending  you  the  fivn  hundred  dullan  yon 
Bpciik  of.      They  are  sorry  this  has  become  llie  rase,  but  it  was  uu- 
avoidable.    1  ntid  not  state  Uj  Jou  all  the  ruusous  why.    The  euuntij 
has  stopped  sending  us  ooutributi'ma,  and  wc  liuvu  no  means  of  ra>  f 
pleoiEbine  our  treasury.   "We  shall    need  to  have  aid  from  sonw>J 
qnnrlcr  to  enable  us  to  meet  our  present  engagements. 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  list  of  urticlcs  seleried  for  you  by  Mr^t 
Amy.  Our  opinion  is  thai  S'Uiie  things  Imve  been  selected  that  yOBl 
ilo  not  need;  such,  for  insUnoe,  as  quilts,  nnlcM  it  is  intended  t^l 
snpply  the  families  of  the  eompany.  and  mils,  wl.ii-h  I  suppose  ir 
ladies'  mits.  If  he  means  miilens  they  would  lie  useful." 
Yours,  etc, 

H.   n.  IIUBD. 
Secrttnn/  Xaliaiuil  Kanaaa  ComniitliL.  J 

Thus  ended  the  hopes  of  further  material  aid  from  th» 
National  Committee.     The  Massachusetts  Committee  kepr 

t  ill  llir  hAiidwriting  of  Job 
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its  word  better.  Before  the  Astor  House  meeting  it  had 
madeBioWD  thecustodianof  the  two  hundred  rifles  at  Tabor, 
and  had  soggeated  to  biin  the  followiug  receipt,  which,  with 
its  erasures,  is  among  the  Brown  Papers  at  Xopeka :  — 


^TATB  Kansas  Aid  CoviiirTBE  Boon, 
Bosros,  Jul.  7,  lHo7- 
JnnAn  of  the  Massacbuselta 
ilwiird  Clark,  E»i.,  of  Law- 
's riUee,  carbioos,  wilb  taw 
iLiSHUit  militHr;  oapa,  and  ax 

0  E»id  oommittra,  or  to  ihetr 
idL-rsiood  au()  agreed  ibat  I 

1  of  tht  earbma,  and  to  mm 
te  nf  freedom  in  Kanaiu  ani 
ibution  and  use  »haU  be  om- 
[Huve  authoritj  to  use  ou« 

as  I  lUBjr  think  tha 
account  of  in;  duinge)  ; 


Beceived  of  Gcoi^e 
Kansas  Aid  Committee, 
rerce,  K.  T.,  for  two 
tbousand  ball  oartridgei 
iron  ladles,  —  the  same 
order,  on  deoiaud.     It 
(am  at  liberty  to  digCrib 
the  antmunition  for  mail 
in  the  VniUd  Slates,  ana 
sidered  a  delivery  to  said  eommtltee). 
hundred  of  the  carbines,  iind  all  the 
inieresta  of  KiinHaa  require.     Keeping 
and  tliat  such  delivery  and  use  shall  be  cousidered  &a  such  delivery.* 

A  weelc  later  I  wrote  to  Edward  Clark,  another  agent  of 
our  committee  (Jan.  15,  1857)  :  — 

"  We  have  made  the  rifles  subject  t«  Captain  Brown's  order,  as  we 
WTDto  you-  From  Mr.  Winchell'a  account,  we  conclude  tlmt  you  will 
find  them  in  the  Territory,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  Central  Cominit- 
tee.'  In  the  quarrel  between  the  Nnlional  and  the  Central  Com- 
mittees, wo  hope  you  will  iteep  yourself  strictly  neutral,  and  inform  as 
how  the  case  really  stands-    We  bear  charges  of  misconduct  from  both 

•  The  words  in  parentheses  are  marked  across  in  the  originftl,  evidently 
for  the  l>urpo9e  of  erasure  ;  the  words  in  brsckets  are  in  s  different  hand- 
writing from  tho  rest  of  the  paper.  There  is  no  indorsement  except  the 
word  '■  BoBloQ  "  written  twice  in  Biown'a  handwriting. 

'  Oiijrinally  they  had  been  forwanled  to  this  committee,  as  appears  by 
the  following  note  :  — 

Boston.  Sppt.  30,  IKM. 
DBjtB  Sir,  —  At  k  meeting  nf  thl<  enrnmlttce  H  wu  n>l«l,  Thiit  the  iinni  imirhwwd 


loaned  to  jKtua]  netUeni  for  def4 
[.  B,  Hpiid,  Ew)  ,  ChifUfo. 


il  iggreailniii  upi 
JmiuiE  L.  Stc*k 
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sides.  The  order  of  Captalu  Bruwu  will  uul  prubabl;  bo  iwued  tj 
epriog,  if  ilia  alall,  since  hla  use  uf  the  rifles  ileponUs  una  coutingcuo) 
which  may  aut  occur." 


Oil  Jan.  SO,  1857,  Btill  later  instructions  followed  to  Mr^V 
Claik ;  — 

"The  Natiomil  Committep,  at  thpir  m^eliag  in  New  York,  voted 
to  resign  all  claim  to  the  liHea  at  Tnbtir  to  our  I'uintntttuii ;  auil  Mr. 
Hord  U  to  notify  yoii  of  the  fiwt  offiuiiilly.     If,  therefure,  you  have 
Mininenci^  Aoy  proceedings   to   get   poseessinn   of  thein    frvim  t)i6 
NutiiiDtd  Cuuiinittce,  you  may  suepeud  all  hcUuq  until  you  r 
Mr.   Hurd's  letter,  which  will  give  you  full  powiT  in  the  premise 
We  learn  iLut  the  rittea  ore  at  Tnbcir,  in  charge  of  n  certain  JoDAfl 
Jones,  aud   that  they  are   properly  stored   aud   earcil   for. 
abuulil  nut  l>e  so,  or  if  the  Central  CoiQinitlee  at  Lawruoce  huvft| 
interfered  wtlli  ihcm  at  all,  you  may  take  ineusures  to  get  iminodiattt 
possi'Bsiuu,  as  direuted  l>y  us.     All  matters  at   issue   lictwrt 
eomuilttee   nnd   the   Nulinnal   Coininitlec   have   Wen   snlislnntnr 
Bellied,  aud  wo   trust  there  will   be  no  further  misuDderstiiiiilingak'fl 
Mr.  Hard  ba8  beeu  in  Boston  and  arranged  all  things.     '" 
been  espneting  ii  letter  from  you  for  suiiie  days.     By  the  time  this] 
reaches  ynu,  you  will  have  been  at  Tabor,  we  presume, 
write  us  a  full  anyiiiiit  of  your  proeeedings,  and  also  of  the  presenH 
CondiUon  of  things  in  Khubhs,  the  poatiou  of  the  Central  Cotninittefl,! 
eUs.     Mueli  business  was  done  at  tbe  New  York  meeting ;  but  90  ^ 
final  settlement  of  accounts  could  bo  made,  by  reason  of  the  ahsenot    , 
of  important  peritonB  and  papers.     Conway  and  Whitman  are  here, 
preparing  to  appear  before  the  legislative  eominiltee  about  ii  8lat«   j 
appropriation," 

The  closing  sentence  of   this  letter  indicates   that  th«  I 
MassachuBCtta  Committee,  in  furtherance  of  tlio  policy  ex-  1 
plained   to  Governor  Grimes,   was  preparing  to  obtain  al 
State  appropriation    from  the  legislature  which   was  theni 
in    session   at    Boston.      John    Brown   was   siimtiioiieil    aa^ 
a  witness  before  this  legislature,  and  gave  his  testimony! 
ill    the    hall   of   the    House  of    Representatives,    Februnj 
18,  1857,  the  committee  on  Federal  Relations  holding  a  | 
hearing  in  that  place  for  the  purpose.     There  are  bet 
few  letters  from   Brown   at  this  time.    Here   is  one  of 
I  tlwin;  — 
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John  Broom  to  the  Jiev.  S.  L.  Adair. 

Boston,  Hasb.,  F«b.  Ifl.  1857. 
Dear  Brotheb  and  Sister  Aoaib,  —  It  is  a  long  Unie  gincc  I 
have  heurd  ii  wurd  from  y»ii,  bill  I  suppose  it  ih  because  1  have  been 

cimTiuually  sliifting  nbuut  siute  luy  reluni  tii  the  Stittea.  I  am 
getiiu);  quite  unikiiis  tu  hear  from  you,  axiA  \i>  get  yriur  vievs  on 
your  own  prospeuta  and  present  oonditiun,  togethur  with  your  iileaa 
of  Guvemur  Geary  iinJ  ot'  Kuti&Be  inaticrs  getienilly.  I  hnre  not 
beard  a  word  fititn  Hudson  or  Akron  since  December;  but  ihtil  ia 
owing  to  the  fact  that  I  have  had  no  \\sifo  fijLCtl  U)K>n.  till  iil'  hite, 
wheru  to  receive  letters.  Tlis  has  bven  from  a  kind  of  ueeeBsily  j 
hul  1  eau  now  say,  iKi  write  me  at  Spriugfidd,  Mass.,  core  of  the 
MusMSoit  Hou^,  leaving  the  title  of  C.'ii])tiiin  off.  I  now  eipect  to 
go  to  Kan«i«  (c[iiii-lly)  before  long  ;  but  I  do  not  wish  it  uobcd 
about  Ht  all.  Can  yon  tell  me  wtiiit  has  become  of  Captain  Holmes 
of  joitr  place  !  I  expert  to  sp|>enr  before  a  eiimmittuc  of  the  Masaa- 
chuselts  U-gUlalure  iu  a  day  or  two.  My  tauiily  were  well  about  a 
week  ago.  Your  affectionate  brother, 

JUHN  Bbowk. 

It  fell  to  my  lot  to  introduce  Brown  to  the  legislative 
ooiuinittee,  February  18 ;  and  1  did  so  in  these  words  :  — 

"  As  one  of  the  petitioners  for  Slate  aid  to  the  settlers  of  Knnsfi]>, 
I  appear  before  you  I»  state  briefly  the  purpose  uf  the  petition.  No 
Iftbored  argument  seems  necessary  j  fur  if  the  events  of  the  IrtM 
two  yenn  in  KansaB,  and  the  prospect  there  for  the  future,  are  not  uf 
Ihemaelves  enoufsh  to  excite  MassnchnsettB  lo  action,  certainly  no 
wonts  could  do  so.  We  have  not  provided  ounselves  with  advocntw, 
therefore,  hot  with  witnesses;  and  we  expect  that  the  statements  of 
Captain  Brown  and  Mr.  Whitman  will  show  conclusively  tliat  iTie 
rights  and  interesta  of  Maissanhusctts  have  Buffered  gross  outrage  ia 
KunsHS,  —  an  outrage  which  is  likely  to  be  n-peatij  unless  rneasurCB 
are  taken  hy  yon  lo  prevent  so  shameful  an  abuse.  Your  petitioners 
desire  that  n  contingent  appropriatirm  bo  made  by  the  legislature, 
to  be  placed  in  the  bands  of  a  commission  of  responsible  and  conser- 
vstive  inen,  and  used  only  in  raise  of  necessily  to  relieve  the  disttew 
uf  llm  settlers  of  Kansas,  —  especially  sue.h  as  have  gone  from  our 
own  Slate.  It  is  possible  that  no  such  necessity  will  occur;  bot 
nothing,  in  the  opinion  of  your  iietitioners,  would  do  bo  much  to 
obviate  it  aa  the  proposed  appnipriation.  Such  nn  act  would  both 
encourage  our  friends  in  Kansas  and  dishearten  their  oppressore ;  and 
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tlif  iriiinil  cfitH't  of  ii  tvuulil  be  greater  than  an;  which  woaU  fultoi 
fruHi  Ibo  espi'uiliturt'  of  u  inuoh  lurgcr  sum. 

"  Let  it  not  be  iiuilerstoml,  however,  that  the  petiliouers  a 
thia  as  a  aiLii|)l<>  act  «r  charity,  ur  are  willing  to  rest  their  ta 
the  coinmuu   argiiiiioDts  for  a   uhEirilable   dtiaatioD.     The   quesliciBl 
iQuolveU  IB  not  uicrel;  whether  llie  hungry  shall  be  fed,  tho  nuked 
eliithtid,  ftnd  the  housclesa  ghelk-red  ;  it  reaches  far  b^yuad  this :  it  is 
the  i»sue  bctweeii  freediim  and  slavery,  iu  Kansas  and  in  the  nalion. 
Why  should  we  refuse  to  see  this  manifest  ^t1 

"  Viewed  in  this  light,  we  (evl  justified  in  regarding  our  pctltlun  |j 
the  roost  iinportaut  matter  which  the  General  Court  has  n 
ndrr.     Tlie   Interests   of  banks  and   railroads,    points   of  etiqaetU  _ 
1  the  snleutn 
-all   ! 


between  different  branches  of  tlie 
discussions  which  involve  the  lives  of  vimdemncd 
trivial  beside  this  moat  public  nud  pressing  busing 
Chairman,  that  the  people  iif  Massachusctbi  will  t 
have  not  already  begun,  'What  prepsmti'in  are  ( 
Representatives  making  for  the  crisis  wlilch  they  \ 


1  thiuk,  Mr. 
I  aak,  if  thay 
Senators  ana  J 
elected  spwiatl  J  1 


o  meet  T  How  are  they  raising  themselves  to  the  height  of  this  great 
argnmnnt  1'  Is  it  not  true,  sir,  that  yourself  and  nine  tenths  ti 
yonr  eiillongiies  in  ihia  body  were  elected  as  declared  siipporicrs  ii| 
two  Hll-imiHirtaDt  measures,  —  (he  re-election  uf  Charles  Sumuer 
and  tlie  establishment  of  freedom  in  KansasT  And  do  you  believ* 
that  the  one  which  you  have  so  triumphantly  arcomptished  ia  iitn 
whit  more  dear  to  the  peiiple  than  the  other  1  Let  the  liberal  » 
Irlbutions  of  the  whole  State,  In  money  and  clothing,  aud  thft  i 
numerously  signed  petitions  which  are  presented  here  daily,  f 
that.  Can  you  hoaitutc,  then,  tn  give  expression  to  the  will  of  Ihft  | 
people,  —  not  merely  in  words,  which  cost  nothing  and  are  v 
nothing,  but  in  substantial  dewlst 

"  It  has  been  suggested  that  soine  persons  doubt  ihe  eoastllution'-  • 
ality  of  the  proposed  measure.     ThM  is  rather  a  qneition  lo  bft  | 
decided  by  the  legiabitiire  than  a  point  tn  be  argui^  by  the  jipUllon'- 
ers;  but  should  It  he  uceessary,  which  I  can  hardly  think  possible,  I  1 
have  no  doubt  they  can  fully  show  its  constitutionality,  of  whieh  1 
they  make  no  question.    The  name  of  Judge  Parker,  attaolied  to  th«  J 
Cambridge   peUUon,   nud   the   decided   opinion   of  seveml  eminent    I 
jurists,  eoufirtn  their  bidief.     Wo  have  invited  Captain  Bnn 
Mr.  Whitman  to  apiwnr  in  our  behalf,  because  these  gentlen 
eminently  qualitied  either  to  repreMini  MassaehueottB  in  Kansas  «  I 
Kansas  in  Mussuchusette.     The  best  blood  of  the  '  Mayflower'  rana  ' 
in  the  veins  of  both,  and  each  had  au  ancestor  In  the  anny  of  ths 
Revolution.     Mr.  Whitmnn,  seventh  in  deswnt  from  Miles  Stniidish, 
laid  tilt)  foundmiou  of  tho  Gnt  church  and  the  Gntt  schoolhouse  in 
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Kansas;  Jali 
'  Muffluwer,'  t 
Colrmy.  Thei 
Rnd  have  felt 
haired  man,  gt 
the  bud;  of  lii> 

tn  prcBonce  «if 
hi.4  lieruuiii  e: 
iDi«grit;,  and 
up  to  honor,  — 

whose  UDSWur 
the  authority 


I,  the  aixiti  deBneuJnnt  i>f  Peter  Bmwue,  of  ibe 
tif  Kansas  wliai  Siandish  was  to  the  Plyinooth 
hftve  seen  the  things  of  whiuh  tliey  testify, 
ipprc«si(iD  we  ask  you  to  oheck.  Ask  this  gnj~ 
\eu,  —  if  you  have  the  heart  lo  d<)  it,  —  where  lies 
lerei)  sun ;  where  are  the  homes  of  bis  four  other 
0  were  qaiel  fanners  in  Kansas.  I  am  ashamed, 
nuc  express  the  admirfition  whidi 

iu  Q  vetieruble  for  his  years,  his 

oui  I'bom  all  Moesachusetts  riai:s 

•-di  Kansas.     To  these  witncases, 

d  will   receive   from  you   all 
I  will  uow  jiold  plaM." 


Brown  then  addn  aitee  and  a.  large  audience 

who  had  aBsembled  I  He  made  in  substance  the 

same  speech  which  he  gave  tOat  winter  at  Hartford,  at  Con- 
cord, and  elsewhere  ;  reading  from  his  manuscript  (which  I 
have  already  citeil)  an  account  of  the  destrnction  of  property 
and  of  life  by  the  Missouri  invaders  in  l$55-oC,  and  speak- 
ing of  the  inactivity  of  the  Federal  Government,  except  in 
the  protection  of  these  invaders.  He  described  modestly 
the  last  attack  on  Lawrence,  and  denied  that  it  had  been 
saved  from  destruction  by  Governor  Geary.  In  answer  to 
questions  by  the  cliairnian  of  the  committee  (Senator  Albee, 
of  Marlborough)  he  gave  the  account  —  since  so  well  known 
—  of  his  visiting  Buford's  men  near  Osawatomie  in  the  guise 
of  a  surveyor;  and  quoted  them  as  telling  him  that  the 
Yankees  could  not  be  coaxed,  diiven,  or  whipped  into  a 
fight,  and  that  one  Southerner  conld  whip  a  dozen  Aboli- 
tionists; they  intended  to  drive  out  the  whole  Free-State 
population  of  Kansas,  if  that  should  be  necessary  to  estab- 
lish slavery  in  the  new  State;  if  Kansas  was  free,  Missouri 
could  not  maintain  slavery,  they  told  him.  When  asked 
what  sort  of  emigrants  were  needed  to  make  Kansas  fc^, 
Brown  replied,  "  We  want  good  men,  industrious  and  hojrest, 
who  respect  themselves,  and  act  only  from  princip]e,ylrom 
the  dictates  of  conscience  ;  men  who  fear  God  tog  'much 
to  fear  anything  human."  Questioned  by  Senator  Albee 
concerning  the  probable  need  and  effect  of  such  an  appro- 
priation as  was  sought  for,  Brown  replied :  "  Whenever  we 
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heard  last  year  that  the  people  fif  the  North  were  doinc 
anything  for  us,  we  were  encouraged  and  strengthened  toj 
keep  up  the  contest.     At  present  there  is  not  much  daugei  J 
of  an  invasion  from  Missouri     God  protects  us  in  wJnterja 
but  when  the  grass  gets  high  enough  to  feed  the  horsi 
the  Border  Ruffians  we  may  have  trouble,  and  should  baj 
prepai'ed  for  the  worst.    Things  do  sot  look  one  iota  more 
encouraging  now  —  except  that  the  winter  is  milder  —  than 
they  did  last  year  at  this  time.     You  may  remember  that 
from  the  Shannon  treaty,  wliieh  ended  the  Wakarusa  war, 
till  early  in  May,  1856,  there  was  general  quiet  in  ICaiisas. 
No  violence  was  offered  to  our  citizens  when  they  went  to. I 
Missouri     I  frequently  went  there  myself  to  buy  corn  and* 
other  supplies.     I  was  known  there;  yet  they  treated  ma 
well.     I  do  not  know  that  there  will  be  another  invasion, 
but  should  esjiect  one.     Yet  the  actual  settlers  who  go  to 
Kansas  from  the  slave  States  have  many  of  them  turned  to 
be  the  most  determined  Free-State  men,  —  fighting  in  all 
our  battles.     The  comparative  strength  of  the  parties  as 
regards  numbers,  intelligence,  industry,  and  gooi^l  habits  gen- 
erally, is  all  on  our  side ;  but  the  machinery  of  a  genuine 
territorial  government  is  not  yet  in  operation,  white  the 
Federal  Government  is  wholly  on  the  side  of  slavery." 

The  movement  for  a  State  appropriation  was  unsuccessful, 
but  the  Massachusetts  Committee  continued  their  contribu'  J 
tions  to  John  Brown. 

Among  the  contributors  to  his  fund  was  Mr.  Amos  LavvJ 
rence,  of  Boston,  who  wrote  to  Brown  as  follows  the  (" 
after  the  speech  in  the  State  House  :  — 

BosTOK,  Fob.  19,  !85T. 
Ht  DEAR  Sir, — EncloBisl  yon  will  find  scvpnly  dollara.  Pleaso 
write  lo  Jrihii  CuQiint,  of  East  Jnffroy,  N.  H.,  iind  aclcwiwlerige  re- 
oeipt;  or  writP  to  me  Baying  jrou  linve  received  tlie  Jnffrey  mimcy, 
and  I  will  send  yoarlnier  to  them.  It  is  for  your  own  personal  u»»», 
and  nnt  for  the  rniise  in  an}*  other  way  thiin  that.  1  am  Rorry  nut  lo 
hftve  seen  you  Ix-foro  you  jpft.  If  may  not  be  nmiw  to  uy  that  you 
may  finJ  yonrwlf  ilieappoiiiteil  if  yon  rely  on  the  Nnti.nii 
CominitteB  for  any  oonBidonilile  nmount  of  money.  Piens 
iiJpr  this  as  emifidcnlinl;  and  it  is  only  my  own  opinion,  withooil 
4CMk  knowladgs  of  ttatir  opnwiooa.    I  bt^  ihtj  will  gM  »  ^ 
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deal  of  iDODby,  but  iliink  they  will  not.  The  old  uiaungpru  htve 
not  inspired  confiilenue,  and  tberefore  tnooey  will  be  hurd  fur  tbein 
to  get  novr  jiad  Ijtreiifier-  This  check,  you  M'ill  see,  needs  your 
indorsement. 

May  Qod  bless  you,  my  dear  ur,  la  the  wish  of  your  fdend, 

Amob  a.  Lawken'ck. 

While -Brown  w.as  i  pikes  in  Connecticut,  Mr. 

Lawrence  wrote  him  .  .  words  r  — 


Boston,  March  20.  1S5T. 

My  dear  Sm,  —  Yov.  Sow  Haven  is  receiveii.      I 

have  just  sent  ti>  Kausas  Llioitaand  dollars  to  estnlilisb 

a  fund  to  be  umnI,  fin^t,  b  it  system  of  ootiitiKin  iwhoula 

fur  Kansas  th:Lt  exists  in  . j  ,  second,  to  eatiiblish  Suuday- 

Bchools. 

The  pniperty  is  held  by  two  trustees  in  Kansas,  and  cannot  return 
to  inc.  On  this  account,  and  because  I  am  always  short  of  monfiy, 
I  have  not  the  casli  lo  use  for  the  purpose  you  name.  But  in  case 
anything  should  occur,  while  you  are  engaged  in  a  great  and  good 
cause,  to  shorten  your  life,  yoti  may  be  assured  that  your  wife  and 
children  shall  bo  cared  for  more  liberally  than  you  now  propose.  The 
family  of  "  Captain  John  Brown  of  Osawatomie"  will  not  be  turned 
out  to  starve  iu  thia  country,  until  Liberty  herself  is  driven  out. 
Yours  with  regard, 

Auos  A.  La  WHENCE. 

I  hope  you  will  not  run  the  rink  of  arrest. 

I  never  saw  the  otfi^r  to  which  you  refer,  in  the  "Telegraph,"  and 
have  now  forgotten  what  it  was.     Come  and  see  mo  when  you  have 

A,  A.  Lawrence. 

Soon  after  the  Boston  hearing.  Brown  visited  his  fam- 
ily at  North  Elba;  and  early  in  March  returned  to  New 
England,  where  he  revisited  the  graves  of  his  ancestors  in 
Connecticut.     These  letters  relate  to  this  period :  — 

John  Brojen  to  his  Wife. 

Haktford,  Conn.,  March  8,  1857. 
DliAR  Wife,  —  I  enclose  with  thia  a  letter  from  Owen,  written 
me  from  Albany.     He  appeared  to  be  very  much  depressed  before  ha 
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left  me ;  but  there  was  iki  pussibic  inisunderstandiDg  between  ua  that 
1  knew  of.  I  did  not  p»;  SamueLThanipsaa  all  that  I  might  to  have 
givoD  him  fur  cturying  us  uut,  and  wish  you  would  luiike  it  up  tu 
hiru,  if  you  can  well,  unt  of  what  I  huve  si'ut  you.  If  yiiii  get  hay 
nf  hiw,  I  will  seod  or  fetch  the  uitmey  hood  to  puy  for  it.  I  shall 
send  you  stnae  newapapere  Boon  to  let  you  see  what  diSerent  itiiries 
ftre  told  of  me.  None  of  then)  tell  things  m  I  t^Il  them.  Write  luei 
care  of  the  Moeaaaoit  Mouse,  Springfield,  Mass. 
Your  affectitioitle  buahiind, 

John  Bbown. 

Spsimgfield,  Mam.,  March  IS,  IB57. 
Deak  Wife  asd  Children  all, —  I  have  just  got  a  lettiT  from 
John.  All  middling  well,  March  2,  but  Juhbiiy,  who  has  thp  agne 
by  turuB.  I  uow  enclose  another  from  Owen.  I  sent  you  some 
papers  laat  week-  Have  just  been  speaking  for  three  nights  nt  Cnn- 
t«u.  Conn.,  and  at  Collinsville,  n  village  uf  that  town.  At  the  two 
places  they  gave  me  eighty  (lulhire.  Canton  is  where  bullj  father 
and  mother  were  raised.  They  have  agreed  to  semi  to  my  family  at 
North  Elba  grandfather  John  Brown's  idd  granite  monument,  al>out 
eighty  years  old,  to  be  faced  and  iuacribcd  in  metnury  of  our  poor 
Frederick,  who  sleeps  in  Kaniias.*  I  prize  it  very  highly,  and  the 
fiimily  all  will,  I  thiuk.  I  want  to  see  you  all  very  niuoli,  but  can- 
not tell  when  I  can  go  back  yet.  Hopo  to  get  sutneihiug  from  you 
here  suun.  Direet  as  before.  May  God  blesa  you  nil  I 
Your  affectionate  husband  and  father. 


Mr.  Rust,  to  whom  the  aext  letters  were  written,  ea; 
that  he  had  a  "  store  "  at  Collitisville  in  1857,  and  Joho 
Brown  was  there  in  April,  showing  to  various  persons  the 
bowie-knife  that  he  captured  with  Pate  in  Kansas.  As  he 
did  so,  Brown  said ;  "  Such  a  blude  as  this,  monnted  upon  a 
strong  shaft,  or  handle,  would  make  a  cheap  aiid  effective 
weapon.    Our  friends  in  Kansas  are  without  arms  or  money 

I  This  note  froRi  a  frigid  in  Connecticut  Bhows  hon-  soon  tlip  gmvesluM 
wu  removed  to  North  Elba :  —. 

Cou.iinnu.K.  April  IT.  ISST. 
Ci^TAUr  J.  Bnowii, 

DiAH  Sib.  -  Toar  (Ivnr  "t  Die  Iflth  la  JiKt  M  Imnd.    Tin  |>l>lo1i  t  ihaH  a*nd 

momn  momlog.    I  nrdvrd  Iht  puckiKt  Tot  B.  Brown.  ah'I  rltllvcml  It    ITin  ei|w 

on  the  psnsl  <ru  one  dotlu  fllty,  but  I  ain  wry  wlltln);  bi  pui  Ihd  Dijaalf     r«cr 

frimdi  luTc  Hnt  Uie  old  iCaot  to  yunr  ptus    Hniiloc  to  Ha  Tou  toon.  ~ 

Yonn  napHttUlt]'. 
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to  get  them ;  and  if  I  could  put  such  weapons  into  tlieir 
hands,  they  could  make  them  very  useful.  A  resolute  wo* 
man,  with  such  a  pike,  could  defend  her  cabin  door  against 
man  or  beast.  What  can  such  n  weapon  be  made  for  ?  "  Mr. 
Bust  guessed  for  a  dollar  each,  in  quantity.  "  Very  well," 
said  Brown ;  "  I  would  be  glad  to  pay  that  price  for  a 
thousand ; "  and  it  wt  Mr.  Kust  should  try  to 

get  them  made  in  O  that  price,  by  Charles 

Blair.    Mr.  Rust  furti 

him  to  Canton  to  ecc  his 
otiood  a  tombstone  leaning 
ogaingt  the  stone  wall  by  U  got  out  and  exnmined  it, 

and  found  it  to  be  his  gra.  fenpon  he  snid,  '  I  will  go 

bark  and  see  if  my  cousi.  have  iu'    Thcj  consented, 

Knd  afterwards  bronchi  it  ui  mn  at  umiiiMville  ;  aud  I  sent  it  to  his 
address  at  North  Elba.  '  That  stone,'  said  he,  '  formerly  marked 
the  grave  of  my  grandfather,  who  died  fiKhting  for  the  liberties  of 
hia  country  ;  my  sun  lias  jiisl  hccu  iiiunlvrcd  in  the  same  cause  la 
Kansas,  and  the  Government  H|)|>laudcd  llic  murderer.  This  stone 
shall  bear  his  nauie  abu ;  and  t  will  have  it  set  up  at  North 
Elba.'" 

John  Brown  to  H.  N.  Hu^t. 

Spbinofielu,  Mass,,  April  Ifi,  18E7. 
H.  N,  RnsT,  Esq. 

My  dear  Sir,  —  Your  favor  of  the  9th  is  received.  Please  for- 
ward to  me  by  express  the  pistols  you  have  received,  and  also  Bend 
me  teith  them  the  amount  you  had  to  pay  on  the  whole  package.  Be 
kind  enough  to  say  to  my  friend  Blair  that  I  expect  funds  within  a 
day  or  tao  to  meet  my  engagement,  and  that  I  tnejin  to  call  on  him. 
Please  direct  the  package  to  John  (not  Captain)  Brown,  care  Mas- 
sasoit  Honse,  Springfield,  Mass.  Did  you  rect'ivo  the  package  fur 
Seidell  H.  Bruwnt 

Very  resper.tfully  your  friend, 

John  BbOwk. 

Spbinofiei-d,  Mass.,  April  25,  1857. 
H,  N.  Rust,  E8<j. 

Mv  DEAR  Sir,  —  I  did  not  see  you  the  other  morning  before  I 
left,  as  I  expected.  Please  hand  line  and  draft  to  Mr.  Blair  at  once. 
The  sabre  you  got  is  the  identical  one  taken  ft'otn  Lieutenant 
Brocket  at  Black  Jack  surrender.     I  would  on  no  account  have  you 
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buy  it  of  me,  aa  you  really  have  done,  but  that  I  am  Ulemlly  A. 
tu  beg,  —  which  is  very  humiliaUng. 

Vi-ry  ruspeclfuUy  jour  friend, 

JoHM  Brow: 
(_NoU  by  m.  Ruti.) 

The  draft  was  spokea  of  in  the  letter  of  April  16,  and  i 
ban  Jed  tu  Mr.  Blair;  die  Babre  waa  a  preaeat  V>  me  fmin  C 
UrowD,  received  witli  the  pistuls ;  thu  pay  spoken  of  was  tbe  bill 
iat  the  (JiatoU,  which  I  did  not  aead  him  ub  requealed.  The  pistols 
had  beea  used  in  Kunstis  and  scut  Eust  f<ir  repuire ;  the  funds  epokeo 
of  wore  tu  be  tbe  first  payment  for  the  pikes  which  had  been  u 
not  long  before. 

CHARLES    BLAIK's   CONTEACT. 

CoLWUBViLLE,  Conn..  UB(«b  30,  18B7.  ■ 
The  undersigned  agree  te  the  fulhiwing :  First,  Charles  BlMr,  k 
this  place,  is  tu  make  aud  deliver  at  the  ruilniad  depot  iti  Collins* 
ville  une  thousand  spears  with  hanilles  fitted,  of  equal  qiialiiy  to  one 
duxen  already  made  and  sent  to  Springfield,  Mass.  Thr  liaudleE  are 
to  be  eix  feet  in  length,  anil  the  ferules  to  be  made  uf  stroug  mulli-ubte 
iron.  The  handles  to  be  well  tied  in  bundles;  and  the  blades  with 
screws  fur  fastcuitig  to  be  securely  paekeil  in  sfroDg  boxes  suilabls 
fur  the  transportation  of  edge  tools.  In  oonsideratioD  whereof,  Jubo 
Brown,  late  of  Kansas,  agrees  to  deposit  five  hundred  dollars  with 
Sainucl  W.  CollioB  within  ten  days  from  this  dale,  in  part  pnymeut ; 
and  four  hundred  and  fifry  dullara  as  payineut  in  full  for  the  above- 
named  one  thousand  spears  and  handles  within  thirty  days  thereafter. 
The  whole  money  to  be  depesited  with  snid  Collina  at  Collinsville, 
and  the  spears  and  handles  to  bo  held  subject  to  the  order  of  said 
Brown,  on  or  before  the  first  of  July  nest. 

Charles  Blair. 
JouK  Brown. 


CoLLiysviLLi!,  Msmh  80.  1857- 
Reeeived  of  John  Brown,  Esq.,  fifty  dollars  on  a< 


oouiract. 
Reorived  un  the  within  c 


Cou.iv^viLLE,  April  32.  1857. 
Received  the  same  date  two  hundred  dollars. 
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Letters  to  John  Brown  6y  C.  Blair. 

Hartfokd,  April  15,  \9S3,' 


Hr.  Browh. 

Dear  Sir,  —  I  received  yours  in  relation  to  ilie  funds  wliii-h  you 
eipecl^d  fruin  tlic  KAiisiiii  Comniiure,  and  1  wnuld  aay  that  I  Irnvn 
Di't  Uken  any  furtluT  iMn-""—-  '-■•'-  ''>e  speHre  than  to  aswjrtiiin 
where  I  can  got  the  hand  etc.      If  yuu  do  nut  find  ii 

coDveoient  lo  raisp  the  f  wod,  I  will  miike  jiiu  five 

buDdred  at  th«  Hnmc  tuXk  iik  the  RoininUtc«  nere  not 

treating  you  very  fairly  b  iiur  dralU  after  the  promiaa 

the;  had  made  yuu.      I  ,  f  urders  fnuu  you  bffbre  1 

proceed  further,  fa 

W  Chari.eb  Blaib. 

COLUNBVILLE,  CoNB.,  Aug.  27,  1857. 

Hr.  Brown. 

Dear  Sir,  —  Youra  of  the  t4lh  inatant  came  to  baud  laBt  Satur- 
day. In  regard  to  tliinte  articlcf,  1  bavc  to  say  that  I  cumigcticed  the 
whole  nuinbor ;  have  all  tlie  handles  n-ell  seasoned,  the  ferules  and 
guards,  sitcws,  etc.,  and  bave  some  over  Ave  liundred  of  tlicm  ground, 
but  not  hearing  aiiylhiug  further  from  you,  I  liuve  let  llicin  rest  uutil 
such  times  as  you  can  uiake  your  arraagemcnls.  1  thought  I  would 
not  make  aay  further  outlay  n]>ou  tliem,  at  least  until  I  heard  from  you. 
I  did  not  know  but  things  would  take'  sucli  a  turn  in  Kansas  tlial  they 
would  not  be  noi-ded.  Of  tliis  you  can  judge  better  than  1  can.  I 
did  nut  feel  able  to  bear  tbe  loss  of  huviug  tbem  left  on  uiy  bauda 
after  1  had  finisiied  ihetn  up,  as  you  are  aware  lliat  we  did  not  expect 
tnucft  profit  on  the  manufacture  of  the  articleB;  but  1  am  not  disposed 
to  cast  tbc  least  blame  upm  jnu.  I  verjr  well  know  iliat  wlien  a  man 
is  depending  upon  the  public  for  money  he  is  very  liable  to  bo  disap- 
pointed, and  I  jiid((p  fruin  the  tenor  of  your  letter  that  you  will  not 
blame  me  tnt  nloppinij  tbem,  ss  I  bad  used  up  tlin  fimds.  I  therefore 
wait  your  furtber  orders  whether  ti>  finish  them  up  or  to  let  tlicm  rest 
where  they  are.  Don't  ^ive  yourself  any  uneasiiiesB  about  the  nfTair, 
for  if  I  fro  no  further  with  Ibeni,  T  shall  lose  nothing,  or  but  little ; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  yon  nnd  I  can  make  the  matter  sntisfaetory  in 
some  way.  Your  son  (Oliver)  is  in  the  villnfro.  but  is  not  now  at 
work  for  me.  My  work  in  the  shop  was  too  hanl  for  him  in  the  hot 
weather,  and  be  has  been  out  at  hnj-inc-  I  think  he  may  get  some 
job  in  the  shop  soon.  Let  me  bear  from  you  when  convenient. 
Very  respect  fully  yours, 

Chari.ri;  Blair. 


H 
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In  speaking  at  Hartford  aud  Canton,  Brown  used 
same  manuscript  as  at  Boston;  but  at  the  end  of  his  ad- 
dress made  this  appeal  to  the  citizens  of  Connecticut,  where 
he  felt  mure  at  home  tbaa  in  Massachusetts  :  — 

"  I  am  trying  tu  raise  from  twenty  to  twentj-Gve  Ihousaad  d 
lars  in  the  free  Stiilee,  lo  enable  ine  to  oontiuue  iny  pffurti 
cause  of  freedom.     WiU  the  people  ol  Cunacclicut,  tny  naUoe.S 
afford  mo  some  aid  in  this  undertakiug  t    Wilt  the  gontleinen  aod^ 
Indies  of  Hartfiird,  whore  1  luaEe  my  first  appeal  in  this  State,  e 
the  example  uf  an  earnest  effort*     Will  some  gentleinaii  or  kdf  J 
tnke  huld  aud  try  what  caa  be  done  by  small  oonlributiima  fron'J 
counties,  cities,  lnwns,  soeieEies,  ur  eliurches,  ur  in  some  utherwaf  V^ 
I  tliink  the  lilile  l(eggar-childreD  in  the  streets  are  sufficiently  inl«ib  1 
ealed  to  warrant  their  contributing,  If  there  was  any  need  of  ll 
secure  the  object.     I  true  Iiild  that  the  uewspapers  in  a  certain 
were  dressed  in  mourning  on  bearing  that  I  was  killed  and  seiilped  I 
in  Kansas,  but  I  did  not  know  of  it  until  I  reached  the  place.     Mnoh- ' 
goud  it  did  nic.     In  the  same  plui«  I  met  a  more  oool  reception  than 
in  any  other  place  where  I  hnve  slopped.     If  loy  friends  will  hold  up 
laj  hands  while  I  live,  I  will  freely  absidvo  them  from  aoy  expense 
liver  me  wlieu  I  am  dead.    I  do  not  ask  fur  pay.  hut  shall  bo  most 
grateAil  for  all  the  aiuistaaee  I  can  got." 


,  or  a  little  earlier.  Brown  publishod'l 
"New   York   Tribune"   of    March  4,  J 


To  the  Frimd*  of  Freedom. 

The  undersigned,  whose  individual  lueans  were  exceedingly  lim- 
ited when  he  first  engaged  in  the  struggle  for  liberty  in  Kansas, 
being  now  still  more  destitute,  and  nu  leas  anxious  than  in  time  past 
to  ointinne  his  efforts  to  sustain  that  cause,  is  induceil  to  make  this 
enmcst  appeal  lo  the  friends  uf  freedom  throughout  the  United 
Sutes,  in  the  firm  belief  that  his  call  will  not  go  unheeded.  I  ask 
all  honest  lovpw  of  liberty  and  human  riifhts,  b,ith  male  and  female, 
lo  hold  up  my  hands  by  contributions  of  pecnniary  aid,  either  aa 
countiPB,  cities,  towns.  villaRes.  societies,  chnrchea,  or  individuals; 
I  will  endeavor  to  make  a  judioious  and  fiiilhfid  applioaticm  of  all 
such  means  ua  t  may  be  supplied  trith.  Contributions  may  be  sent 
in  drafts  to  W.  R.  D.  Cullender,  wishier  Rtate  Bank,  Hartf(Hi,J| 
Conn.  It  ia  my  intention  tn  viwt  as  many  places  aa  I 
my  lUy  in  th«  Slata),  [mvidnd  I  am  fim  iuibciaed  of  the  di^M 
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of  the  inhnlut&nta  to  aid  iii«  in  my  eSbnt,  u  noil  ma  to  rcMive  toy 
visit.  InfumiHtUiQ  tnuy  ba  ouoimuiiicaied  to  oie  (care  uf  MassHeuit 
House)  at  Springfield,  Mats.  Will  etlilora  of  ut'wspitpera  frieodly  to 
the  cause  kinUI;  hcl-udJ  the  meosare,  aiul  also  give  this  euine  half- 
duzoQ  ine^rtiuus  I  Will  either  geutlemea  or  LadjuB,  or  Ixith,  who 
love  the  oaase,  voluaicor  to  uko  up  the  bu8ine»a  t  It  is  with  na 
UUIe  saar\fiea  of  pemimai  fedittg  thut  I  appeur  in  this  maimer  before 
the  public. 

John  Brown. 

About  a  tbouth  aft  i  in  the  State  House  at 

Boston,  Brown  visited  d,  Euid  held  a  successful 

public  meeting  there.  ards  spoke  in  \Voroe»- 

ter,  and  the  followic  ^nce  relates  to  matters 
there:  — 

Letters  of  Eli  Thayer. 

WoKCEJtTEE,  March  18,  1857. 
Friend  Brown,  —  I  have  just  returned  from  Albauy,  aed  find 
your  favDr  uf  the  16th.  I  am  g-lad  yitu  had  a  good  meeting  at  Con- 
cord, —  HS  I  knew  you  would  have,  for  llie  bloiid  of  heroes  is  not  ex- 
tinet  in  tliat  tucality.  I  will  see  some  of  our  friends  here  to-morrow, 
and  we  will  decide  at  once  about  your  speaking  here.  If  you  are  to 
speak,  you  will  do  welt  lo  be  hero  a  day  or  two  in  advance,  and  con- 
verae  with  some  of  oar  citizens.  I  will  write  you  agun  to-morrow. 
Truly  yours, 

Eli  Tbater. 

WoacESTER.  March  le,  1857. 
Friend  Bbown,  —  I  have  seen  some  of  our  friends  to-day,  and 
Ihcy  say  you  had  better  come  hero  nest  M'.mday.  There  is  to  be  an 
antislaveiy  meeting  in  the  evening,  and  I  think  it  will  be  a  very  good 
time  for  you  to  present  your  canse,  —  which  is  the  Free-State  eanse 
of  Kansas,  which  is  the  cause  of  mankind.  I  shall  expect  you  to  do 
me  the  favor  of  stopping  at  ray  house. 

Truly  youra, 

Eli  Thayer. 

Upon  both  these  lettet^  is  this  indorsement  in  the  hand- 
writing of  John  Brown  :  "  Eli  Thayer.  Answered  March 
.23d  in  person."    This  means  that  he  went  to  Worcester, 
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Monday,  the  23d,  and  spoke  that  night  at  the  anttslavei 
meeting/  of  which  he  had  been  notiiied. 

WORCEBIER,  March  30.  ISfir.   ' 
Captain  Brown,  —  I  have  received  jout  It'ttcr  fnnn  EnMoi^^ 
Peon,      ijuinci  vf  tLie   ineu   engaged   iii   iho   Virgiuiii  ai-heine  < 
notliiag  for  slavery  or  juitialavery  but  to  mukn  inuucy.     Of  FOiiiae"] 
Huoh  will  do  nutliiiig  for  Kausua;  bul  must  of  us  hi.\-v  been  doing, 
uud  eliull  ounliuue  tu  du,  till  the  tiling  b  settliul.     We   have  oDt 
the  reiuott-at  idea  uf  rcliDquishiug  Kunsua,  —  nut  hi  uU.      I  bavo 
just  »«i:u  Mr.  Uiggiuftuu,  luid  be  iutoruis  uie  Unit  uur  ovunty  o< 
let)  will  let  you  buve  fifty  dullurs.     i'urbiips,  also,  sonielluDg  will  b^  — 
mJaed  by  subsuriptiLiu,  —  I  gave  the  papers  to  Mr.  Uiggiason.      "' 
will  write  tit  you.     Pleuse  let  me  kuuw  wiioD  you  hji'  uutoing  thitfl 
way.    Do  nut  pay  pustuge  on  your  luiur  tu  me,  —  let  Uncle  Sain  dsf 
his  part.  Truly  yuuru, 

Eli  Thateb^*^ 

While  Brown  was  at  Worcester  on  this  second  visit,  bo  a 
was  introduced  by  Mr.  Thayer  to  the  mauufactuters  of  a 

1  Dr.  Waylaod,  of  PbUiulelphiit,  who  wiu  then  s  yoong  cUrgymui  in 
Worcester,  tliua  writ«a  ras)wctiDg  thv  ovmsiou  :  — 

"  In  the  ipring  of  1867,  jiut  Bflcr  the  Dred  Scoit  deciajon  of  tlw 
Sapreme  Court,  1,  bving  then  u  reddent  ot  Worcester,  wm  grtting  up 
•  locturs  for  Frederick  Dougksa.  at  which  the  then  Uitvor  of  the  dtf 
far  the  Gnt  lime  in   an  American  oily  presided  st  an  addren  of  Mr. 
Douglaso.      I  called  at  the  house  of  Eli  Thayer,  afterwards  member  of 
Congrera  from  that  District,  to  lak  him  to  sit  on  the  piatfurm.     Here  1 
found  a  stntnger.  a  man  of  ttdl,  gaunt  form,  inth  ■  face  smooth-shaTm,    , 
destitute  of  the  full  board  that  later  became  a  part  of  history.     Tbtfl 
chUilri-n  were  elimbing  over  bin  knees  ;  he  saiil,  'The  children  alir^tT 
come  to  me.'      I  was  then  inlroduHHl  to  John  Brown  of  Osamtoinia. 
H'>w  little  one  imagined  then  tbst  within  lees  than  three  years  the 
(if  ibis  plain  honie-"pun  man  would  fill  Amerioa  and  Kiirope  !     Mr.  Brown 
rniisenl^d  to  orcnpy  a  place  on  the  ],Iatfurm,  and  at  the  iit^nt  request  of 
th»  audience  spoke  briefly.      It  is  one  of  the  curious  facts,  that  nuiny  men 
who  rfa  it  nre  utterly  unable  to  ItU  shout  it.      John  Brown,  a  (lame  of  fir* 
in  irtinn,  wss  dull  In  speech.' 

*  This  letter  ia  indorsed  by  John  Brown.  "  Hon.  Eli  Tliayer.  Annwond 
1st  April,"  —  which  was  soon  after  Brown's  retam  Irnm  a  visit  he  hsd  made 
with  Martin  Conway  and  mywlf  to  Governor  Feeder  at  bis  home  at  Fjitton, 
in  tbe  hope  of  persuading  him  to  f^o  back  and  take  the  lend  of  the  Fro*-  i 
State  men  in  SisniOB  in  place  of  RobicsoD,  who  bad  loat  the  conliileiiu*  vt 
the  people. 
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ID  that  city,  of  which  this  note  and  the  subsequent  corres- 
pondence is  evidence ;  — 

April  4,  1867. 
AIessrs.  Aixen  flc  Wheelock,  —  Captaia  Brutm  wialieB  to  get 
a  caDDun  and  rille  wliich  I  buve  giveu  bim  en  aightcd  as  to  securB 
acuumcy.     I  hupe  you  will  alleaJ  to  his  wishes. 
Truly  yours, 

Eu  Tbaykk. 

What  the  further  errand  of  the  Kansas  hero  was  with 
this  firm  will  be  seen  below :  — 


Letters  to  and  from  EU  Thayer,  etc. 

Sprinofiklp,  Haw.,  April  16,  18G7. 
Hon.  Eli  Thayer, 

My  dear  Sir,  —  I  am  advised  tliat  one  of  "  TJnele  Sam's  himndB 
ia  pu  my  track ; "  and  I  have  kept  inyBelf  hid  for  a  few  dHys  to  let  my 
track  gft  cold.  I  have  qo  idea  of  hetug  token,  and  iotead  (if  GvA 
will}  to  go  back  with  irona  in  rattier  than  upon  my  huuds.  Now,  mj 
dear  sir,  let  me  ask  you  to  have  Mr.  Alien  &  Co.  aend  me  hy  ei])re«a 
one  or  Iwu  navy-niied  revolvers  as  soon  as  may  be,  together  with  his 
best  cash  terms  (he  warrautiug  them)  by  the  hundred  with  good 
moulds,  flasks,  ele.  1  wish  the  sample  pistols  sent  to  John  (not 
Caplaia)  Brown,  care  of  Massnsoit  House,  Springfield,  Mass.  1  uow 
eneloHO  twenty  dollars  towards  repairs  done  toi  me  and  revolvers ;  the 
balance  I  will  send  as  soon  as  1  get  the  bill.  I  have  written  to  have 
Dr.  Howe  send  you  by  express  a  rillc  and  two  pistols,  which  with  the 
guns  you  gave  me  and  fixings,  together  with  the  rifle  given  me  by 
Mr.  AJleu  At  Co.,  I  wish  them  to  pajik  in  a  suitable  strong  box,  per- 
fectly safe,  directing  to  J.  B.,  care  of  Orson  M.  Oviatt,  Esq.,  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  as  freight,  to  keep  dry.  For  box,  trouble,  and  packing  I 
will  pay  when  I  get  the  bill.  I  wish  the  bos  very  plainly  marked, 
*  and  forwarded  to  Cleveland,  as  soon  as  you  receive  the  articles  from 
Dr.  Howe.  I  got  a  fine  list  in  Boston  the  other  day,  and  hope  Wor- 
r^ster  will  not  be  entirely  behind.  I  do  not  mean  yon  or  Mr.  Allen 
&  Co. 

Very  respectfully  yoor  friend, 

John  Baowti. 
P.  S.    Direct  all  letters  and  hills  to  care  erf  Masaaauit  Bouse. 
Please  acknowledge. 
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April  17,  1SS7. 

Friend  Bhowm,  —  I  have  rweivetl  ynur  letter  wmtaiuing  twenty 
diiUiirs,  Aud  have  given  it  uver  with  cuulrnts  lu  Allt'u  &  Wti«i?liK:k, 
will)  will  attf'iid  to  your  requests.  I  shttll  leiive  t"-niglit  for  New 
Ynrh  City,  aud  may  not  bo  biu^h  ugiiia  to  look  iifler  the  thiugs.  Please 
wend  any  dirwtious  yiiii  wish  l<i  Allen  tc  Wheoliick.  The  Bustiin 
|H-<ipl(>  haVB  dntie  niibly,  espeoinlly  Mr.  SIchtus.  Dr.  Howe  liiui  iiiit 
fiirwHrded  the,  articles  iinined  in  ynUr  letter.  Ab  boud  iia  rpcuived,  1 
will  plao^  them  in  the  biindi  of  Alli^  &  Whoelock.  1  thought  it 
bwsl  U-  give  them  jimr  letlKrs,  ao  that  they  might  attend  to  your  re- 
quests nndenitaadiugly.     They  will  Iw  i>ecre[. 

Will  you  allow  rae  to  aaggest  n  uiiine  for  your  company  t  I  »h(mld 
call  them  "the  Neighbors,"  from  Luke,  teuth  chapter;  "Which 
thiuken  thou  was  neighbor  to  Wni  who  fell  among  thieves  f  " 

Our  Virginia  scheme  is  gxliiiug  sireugth   wunderfiiUy.'      Every 

mail  brings  nie  offers  of  land  aud  iiien.     The  press  universaUy  favors 

it,  —  that  is,  so  br  as  we  care  for  favor.     It  U  bound  to  go  a.bcad. 

Yon  must  have  a  home  in  Wesitru  VirKiniu- 

Very  truly  your  iriend, 

EuThati 


WoftCKSTBK,  April  20,  1SS7. 
John  Bkow.s,  Esq. 

Deab  Sir,  —  Your  letter  to  Mr.  Thayer  was  handed  us  by  bim 
with  the  twenty  dolluis,  and  in  reply  would  sty  thiit  we  are  vi-ry 
Borry  we  cannot  send  you  the  saioplo  U'volvcra,  owing  to  great  delay 
in  some  of  our  work,  etc.  We  shall  not  be  able  to  Bupply  you  with 
any  at  present,  and  retwnninend  that  yim  obtain  Colt's  pistols  for  your 
iiuinediate  use.  We  will  send  you  one  or  more  as  soon  as  wc  can 
get  them  ready,  if  we  can  know  where  to  send  them,  and  would  then 
lie  glad  tJi  supply  yon  with  what  you  may  want.  We  have  gut  the 
large  gun  ready ;  and  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Thayi'r  we  have  brcn 
and  got  the  cnnnon  and  brought  it  here ;  and  are  waiting  for  the  ritin 
aud  pist.ds  thnl  you  wrote  were  to  be  sent  from  Dr.  Howe,  on  the 
receipt  of  which  we  shall  forward  thera,  together  with  the  cannon, 
riHes,  etu.,  as  you  directed ;  which  we  hope  will  be  safely  received  in 
due  time.  Yours  truly, 

AiXEK  Sc  WtU 

1  Lest  it  eboiilil  hn  iJionght  th«t  thi«  refers  to  Btown'ii  plan  for  ci 
•oiy  emiincipBtion  ( which  wtis  not  then  disclo9«l).  I  hnstrn  M  sny  tl: 
"  Vii^nia  schfuic"  whs  a  cnmbmnlinn  of  ))Olilii.-al  csiiipitignin);  snd  h 
qweulKtion,  which  Hr.  Tha)'er  liad  originated  and  put  in  motion  U  ■ 
UBBil  bj  hin  (>ndo,  tv  Watt  VltglniL 
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Eli  Thayer^  whose  support  of  Brown  is  his  most  aggres- 
sive measuree  was  at  this  time  cordial  and  active,  was  one 
of  the  chief  maiiagers  of  the  Kniigraot  Aid  Company. 
Other  managers  took  a  like  interest  in  Bruwo's  character 
or  his  plans,  or  in  both.  Mr.  Charles  Uiggiiison,  a  Boston 
cousin  of  WenCwortli  Higginson  (who  was  then  preaching 
at  Worcester),  had  wt'  '  '    t  earlier  as  follows : 

Em  as,  Boston,  Jan.  10,  1867. 
Captaih  JoHtt  Baciwm  of 

Deak  Sir,  —  1  have  »  D7  hands  to  be  naed  for  the 

henefit  of  Kansas  men.  f  dollars,  with  tiio  reqncM 

that  you  will  uae  it  aa  ;>  HueinberiDg  that  ;ou  are  to 

regard  yuuiwlf  aud  yuur  id  to  your  eonuileralion  ag 

win  aa  anj  ahen.  tan, 

C-  J.  HlGGDJSON.' 

Meantime  the  Massachasetts  Kansas  Committee  had  com- 
pleted the  transaction  concerning  the  riSes  at  Tabor,  and 
given  Brown  the  following  orders  and  votes  to  show  his 
authority.    The  hrst  is  dated  at  Boston,  Jan.  8, 1857 : 

Dear  Sir,  —  Eaclusod  we  baud  you  our  order  on  Edward  Clark, 
Esq.,  of  Lawrence,  K.  T.,  for  two  hunilred  Sharpe's  rifled  carbiues, 
with  four  thousaml  ball  cartridges,  thirty-ime  thousand  military  eapa, 
and  six  iron  ladles, — all,  as  we  suppose,  now  sUired  at  Tabor  in 
the  State  of  Iowa.  We  wish  you  tn  take  possession  of  this  properly, 
either  at  Tabor  or  wherever  it  may  be  found,  as  our  agent,  and  to 
hold  it  subject  to  our  order.  For  this  purpitse  joa  are  flutborized 
to  draw  on  our  treasurer,  Patrick  T.  Jackson,  Esq.,  in  Boston,  for 
each  Bums  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  the  exjienses  as  they  accrue, 
to  an  amount  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars. 
Truly  yours, 

Georoe  L.  Steabnb, 
CJiairman  MataachuMUs  Stall  Kaataa  CommOltt, 
Hr.  John  Baown, 

O/Kanms  TtrrUory. 

1  Upon  this  is  the  foliowing  inJor^ptnent  in  Brown'a  handwriting ; 
"C.  J.  HifQpnaon,  or  H.  L.  Hig^pnaan."  Tlif  Inttfr  was  a  kinsman  of 
Charles  Higginsnn  ;  nud  has  sinrc  been  known  a?  tliu  WEnllhy  Boston 
banker,  n-bo  supplies  liis  iiatire  city  with  chasp  concerts  of  the  best  music. 
1  HupiMse  he  may  liave  handed  tlie  above  note  or  the  money  to  Captain 
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BoBTos,  April  16,  18ST. 
Deab  Sir,  —  By  the  enclosed  vote  of  the  1  Ith  instant  we  place 
in  your  haods  one  huDdred  Sharpe's  riUes  to  l>e  wild  in  conformiiy 
therewith,  and  wish  you  to  use  the  pruceede  for  the  bcuefit  of  ihe 
Free-State  men  in  KnnsaB ;  keeping  an  account  of  yonr  duings  as 
far  as  practicable.  AIsi)  a  vote  placing  a  further  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred diiltare  at  your  disposal,  for  which  you  can,  in  need,  paae  joat 
draft  ou  our  treasurer,  P.  T.  Jairltson,  Esq.  '^ 

Truly  yours, 

George  L.  Stearns, 
Chairman  MtuiachvxUa  Statt  Kantat  C^ninOt 
Un.  John  Brown, 

Miuxaoil  Houac,  Sprm^fi'ld,  Mas*. 

BosTOtr,  April  15,  1857.  ^ 

At  B  meeting  of  the  expcutire  committee  of  the  State  KMsas 
Committee  of  Mussachuaetts,  held  in  B'lnton,  April  II,  1957,  it  n 

Voted,  That  Captain  John  Brown  be  authorized  If  dispose  of 
hundred  riBee,  belungiug  to  this  coininittee,  to  Buch  Free-Stale  inhat 
imnls  of  Kansas  as  he  thinks  to  be  reliable,  at  a  price  out  let 
fifteen  diiUara;  nnd  that  He  account  for  the  same  agreeably 
instriictiuUB,  fur  the  relief  of  Kansas. 

At  tlie  same  ineellng  it  was 

VoUtl,  Tlial  CajilHiu  JuIjd  Brown  be  authorized  to  draw  on 
Jackson,  ffcusurer,  for  five  liuadrtKl  dollnrs,  if  on  his  arriviil  in 
eaa  be  is  sutisfied  that  such  sum  is  necessary  for  the  relief  of  p 


Having  assumed  so  much  respousibility  for  the  proper^ 
of  the  committee,  Capuin  Brown,  before  leaving  T 
uiiule  the  following  wUl  for  the  protection  of  bis  friends : 

I,  John  Brown,  of  North  Elba,  N.  Y.,  intending  to  visit  Kansas, 
aud  knowing  the  nncertniiity  of  life,  make  my  last  will  ue  follows : 
I  give  and  bctjiieatli  all  trust  funds  and  personal  property  for  the  aid 
of  tlie  Pree-Slate  oaurie  in  Kansas,  now  in  my  hands  or  io  the  bands 
of  W.  H.  D.  Callender,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  to  Ge.irge  L.  gleams,  of 
Med^ird,  Mhbs.,  Samuel  Cubot,  Jr ,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  William 
H.  Rnssell,  of  New  iliivcn,  Conn.,  to  them  and  the  surrivor  or  sur- 
vivrirs  and  their  Assigns  forever,  in  trust  that  tbey  n-ill  Hdniinislor 
HmI  fiukb  sad  nitiei  prupeity,  inolodlDg  all  now  c<dleoled  or  here«iW 
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to  be  coUeetad  by  me  or  in  my  behalf  for  the  aid  of  the  Free-SbUe 
cause  in  Kansas,  Iruving  the  manner  of  ho  doiug  enlirel;  8t  tbdr 
diseretioD. 

Sigood  at  Go»t<<ti,  M.'iss.,  this  13tli  day  of  April,  a.  d.  1857,  in 
prcseuce  of  us,  winj,  in  iiresunM  uf  »uid  Brown  and  of  each  other, 
have  at  his  rwjuest  aifixcd  our  names  aa  witueases  of  hi«  wiU.  The 
words  "  and  porwinal  jiroDertv"  and  "  and  other  property"  iateiiiued 
before  signature  by  said  1  id  Callcnder,"  erased. 

JoH.N  Beown, 

Daniel  Foster, 

Makv  Ellen  Uusseli 

Thomas  Bussei.L, 

The  purposes  of  the  s  Committee  will  be  seen 

by  the  letter  of  Mr.  Ste  '  York  committee,  dated 

May  18,  1857.     Jlesai*.. 

"  Sinee  the  cli'ae  of  the  last  year  we  have  confined  our  operations 

to  aiding  those  persons  iu  Kansas  who  were,  or  intended  to  become, 
cilizena  of  that  Territory, —believing  that  sutficieat  iiiJui;ojneiita  to 
iminignito  existed  iu  the  prosperous  state  of  afliiirs  there;  and  we 
now  believe  that  should  quiet  and  prosperity  continue  there  for  an- 
other year,  ihe  hirge  influx  of  Northern  and  Eastern  men  will  secure 
the  Stale  for  freedom.     To  insure  the  present  prosperity  wo  pMpose  — 

"  1.  To  have  our  legislature  make  a  grniit  of  one  huudnj^  thousand 
dollars,  to  be  phieed  in  the  hands  c)f  discreet  persons,  who  shall  nse 
it  for  the  relief  of  those  in  Kansas  who  are,  or  (nay  1>ecrtme,  destituie 
through  Bcirdcr-Rutfian  oiitrne;e.     We  think  it  will  be  done. 

"  2.  To  organize  a  secret  force,  well  armed,  and  under  control  of 
the  famous  John  Brown,  to  reiH'l  Border -Ruffian  outrage  and  defend 
the  Free-State  men  from  all  alleged  impi«itions.  This  organizalion 
is  strictly  to  be  a  defensive  one, 

'■  3.  To  aid  by  timely  donations  of  money  those  parlies  of  settlers 
in  the  Territory  who  trom  misfortune  are  unable  to  prc)vide  for  their 
present  wants. 

"  I  am  personally  aciuainted  with  Captain  Br<iwn,  and  have  great 
winfidcnco  in  his  couraee,  prudence,  and  co"d  judgment.  He  has 
control  of  the  whole  affair,  inrhidiug  cool  film  lions  of  arms,  clothing, 
etc.,  to  the  amount  of  thirteen  thousand  dollars.  His  presence  In  the 
Territory  will,  we  think,  give  llie  Free-State  men  confidence  in  their 
cause,  and  als.)  cheek  the  disposition  of  the  Border  Ruffians  to  impose 
on  them.  This  1  believe  to  be  the  most  important  work  to  he  done 
in  Kansas  at  the  present  lime.  Many  of  the  Free-State  leaders  being 
engaged  in  spernlations  are  willing  to  accept  [leaee  on  any  terms. 
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Brown  aDd  his  frieads  will  hold  to  the  original  principle  of  m 
Kansas  free,  without  regard  to  private  interests.     If  you  agree  v 
me,  I  should  like  to  have  jour  money  apprtipriated  for 
Captatu  Jiiha  Brown.     If  not  thut,  the  other  prujiositiou,  Lo  aid  par- 
ties of  settlers  now  in  the  Territory,  will  he  the  ueil  best."  ^ 

As  has  already  been  mentioned,  Captaiii  Brown,  in  c 
pany  with  Martiu  F.  Oonway  and  myself,  representing  t 
Massachusetts  Committee,  met  by  appointment  at  the  Metro- 
politan Hotel  in  New  York  late  in  March,  1857,  and  pro- 
ceeded in  company  to  Easton,  Penn.,  where  Mr.  Reeder,  a 
former  governor  of  Kanans,  was  living,  for  the  purpose  of 
inducing  bim,  if  possible,  to  return  to  Kansas  and  become 
the  lea<ler  of  the  Free-State  party  there.  The  journey  waa 
undertaken  at  the  request  of  the  MaBsachuBetts  Committee, 
of  which  both  Brown  and  Conway  were  agents.  It  resulted 
in  nothing;  for  Mr.  Reeder  was  unwilling  to  leave  his 
family  and  his  occupations  at  Easton  to  engage  again  in  the 
political  contests  of  Kansas.  Captain  Brown  had  quite  a 
different  conception  of  his  own  duty  to  his  family,  aa  com- 
pared with  his  duty  to  the  cause.  Although  he  liad  been 
absent  from  home  nearly  two  years,,  he  refrained  from  a  visit 
to  North  Elba,  where  hia  family  then  were,  until  he  had  ar- 
ranged his  military  affairs  in  Boston  and  New  York;  and  he 
finally  reached  his  rough  mountain  home  late  in  February. 
He  found  his  daughter  Ellen,  whom  he  had  left  an  infant 
in  the  cradle,  old  enough  to  hear  htm  aing  his  favorite  hymn, 
"  Blow  ye  the  trumpet,  blow  ! "  to  the  old  tune  of  Lenox. 
"He  sung  all  his  own  children  to  sleep  with  it,"  writes 
his  daughter  Anne,  "and  some  of  his  (irandchildren,  too. 
He  seemed  to  he  very  partial  to  the  first  verse;  1  think  that 
he  applied  it  to  himself.  When  he  was  at  home  (I  think  it 
was  the  firat  time  he  came  from  Kansas'),  he  tohl  Ellen  that 
be  had  sung  it  to  all  the  rent,  and  must  to  her.  too.  She  was 
afraid  to  go  to  him  alone  [the  poor  ehild  had  forgotten  her 
father  in  his  two  years'  absence],  so  father  said  that  I 

must  sit  with  her.     He  took  Ellen  on  one  knee  and  me  on 

the  other  and  sung  it  to  us."  His  sons  were  now  incliiM 
to  give  up  war  and  remain  at  North  Elba,  and  so  his  ^ " 
WKt«  him,  Mardi  21.    H«  Mplied ;  -^ 
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Dear  Wife,  —  Yi 
only  Ui  say  u  regards  the  reaoli 
tice  war  no  more,''  Uiat  it  vnta 
gaged  ill  it  at  first ;  nud  t'    ' 
•if  the  boaiDew  \\ian  thi>y 
tlieir  da;  what  u  muro  t 
exist,  ...  I  have  juft  g 
middling  well,  March  11, 

Youraf 


To  hu  Wife. 

SminOFiELD,  Habb.,  March  31,  1857. 
letter  of  the  Slst  is  just  received.     I  luiTe 
on  c)f  l!ie  bojs  to  "  learn  nod  pmp- 
)t  at  my  soliciiatiuo  that  they  pd- 
"■  perhaps  feel  no  more  love 

I  tliero  may  be  powiblj  in 
f  sufU  ihingB  do  nut  now 
er  from  Sir.  Adnir.  All 
of  further  trouble  after  a 


.nd, 


John  Bkowu. 

He  found  means  to  c  reluctance  of  his  chil- 

'  dren  to  sacrilice  themselves  tor  the  cause  of  the  slave,  and 
this  in  spite  of  many  discouragements  of  his  own.  In  reply 
to  Mr.  Adair,  he  wrote  this  short  note  :  — 

SpaiKGFiELD,  Mags.,  March  31,  1857. 
Dear  Brother  and  Sister  Adair,  ~  I  received  Mr.  Adair'a 
miist  welciime  letter  to-day,  and  am  grciiily  obliged  for  it  indeed.  I 
also  yesterday  saw  your  letter  to  Mr.  Burt,  at  Canton,  Conn.  Mr. 
Burt  died  in  January.  In  him  truth,  right,  and  humanity  lost  a 
faithful  Mend.  I  have  but  a  innnient  to  write,  and  but  Utile  to  say 
that  would  afford  you  any  interest,  except  that  frienda  are  well,  so  far 
as  I  know,  and  that  I  tbliik  nf  going  West  somewhere,  soon.  The 
excitement  is  getting  up  tliis  way  in  view  of  Supreme  Court  pro- 
ceedings.' Walker's  appointment  na  governor  of  Kansas,  etc.  M.iy 
God  still  preserve  and  keep  yim  iiU! 

You  I-  affeclirinate  brother, 

John  Brown. 


It  was  about  this  time  that  Brown  made  the  unlncky 
acquaintance  of  Hugh  Forbes,  was  pleased  with  him,  and 
engaged  him  to  drill  his  soldiers  at  a  salary  of  one  hundred 
dollars  a  month,  even  going  so  far  as  to  pay  him  six  hun- 
dred dollars  in  advance,  early  in  April.  Mr.  Callender,  of 
the  State  Bank  in  Hartford,  thus  testified  before  Senator 
Mason's  committee :  — 

'  The  Dred  Scott  decision. 
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"  I  had  iuBlroctioDS  from  Mr.  Bmwn  lo  pa;  Forbes  six  hunilreci  I 
dolkra  ;  that  was  aWat  tlie  1st  of  April,  1857 )  tlie  twi>  drafts  I  bnTfl  \ 

[The  witness  pimiirced  two  drafts,  whkh  are  in  the  toUowing  irords  and  J 
figutM :  — 
So.  — .    1400.  Nkw  YoBt,  April  J7.  1 

At  sight,  i«y  to  thy  order  uf  Ketfhum,  Howe,  k  Co.  four  liundred  d 
Ism,  valut  received,  uud  thnrg*  the  e 

(SigiiL.d)  Rucia  FoftBtK^ 

ladoriiml :  L'r.  our  Bi;L'uuDt,  ■ 

Ketchux,  Uowb,  k  Co,^ 

No.  — .    »200,  New  YoM,  April  29,  1857. 

Pny  to  the  order  of  Ketcbum,  Hovs,  A  Co.  two  hundred  doUars,  value 
rereired,  and  charge  the  aanie  to  account  of 

(Signed)  HBon  Fobbes. 

W.  H.  D.  Callenher,  E-iy.,  HnrtCord.  Conn.] 

"  Mr.  Bruwn  told  ine  tliat  Mr.  Fortes  migbt  draw  upon  me  for  six 
hundred  dollura ;  lliat  was  about  the  lat  of  April,  1857  ;  these  drafts  , 
BOOH  nfterirurds  came  on,  And  1  paid  tbem.      Drown  furnished  ni 
think,  wllh  fijur  hundred  doikra,  which  ohida  from  Springfield." 

The  Sgh  bad  ewallowed  the  golden  hook,  but  it  was  nob  ' 
easy  to  "  land  "  him.     He  should  have  followed  Brown  to 
the  West  in  May,  but  he  loitered  in  New  Yurk,  and  BrowD 
was  forced  to  warn  him  as  follows.    Mr.  Callendei  says :  — 

"  Here  is  an  order  drawn  by  John  Brown,  dated  the  22d  of  JuM, 
18>'i7,  oiion  Colonel  H-  Forbes,  itt  New  York  CUy,  in  these  words  ; 

'  Sir,  —  If  yoQ  have  drawn  on  W.  H.  D.  Callender,  Esq.,  cuhier  it 
Hartford,  Conn.,  for  ail  hundred  dolki?,  or  any  part  of  that  amount,  and 
■re  not  prepared  to  come  on  a    '  *  '  '"    ' 

Joacph  Bryant.  Esq..  who  is 
amrainl  you  have  bo  drawn.' 

"  The  iudoisement  on  it  is, 

■  I  did  not  present  this  to  the  colonel,  as  I  premmpil  it  nnnld  be  of  n( 
line :  and  tlien  be  is,  1  am  persithded,  aeting  on  good  faith. 

(Signed)  Joseph  Brtast.'" 

Forbes  was  printing  his  precious  Manual  in  New  York, 
and  also  enjoyinj;  the  advanta^s  of  the  city,  instead  of 
hurrying  away  to  the  prairies.  Mr.  Bryant  at  various  dates 
thus  reports  him  :  — 
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/««  I.  I  tbis  daj  saw  ywtr  ftieni  Cntwri  FnAw ;  he  b  trTing 
bi  Riise  fanda  f  i  g'>t  bia  h»3y  bn<iii;l>t  lu  thia  enoiilTj,  bsl  I  fair  h« 
will  uot  niccc-c'l  v.'Ty  welL  Inillhsre,  n-hen  Full«ct«d,  i 
dullara  unljr  in  my  hHuds;  this  I  intrail  posniig  into  his  hands.  I 
Tna;  gal  a  fetr  d'liUr?  more,  bat  the  pnoppcts  are  not  lery  gnod  hcrp 
at  prMent  tu  TAJ.-e  muiiey.  The  colunel  says  he  »  gcltitig  alung  wrfl 
it)  gHititig  his  priiniiig  •lone  fanil  is  )i<6ii)g  no  tiute). 

Jurte  16.     1  ralleil  uQ  night ;  fimnd  liim  trell.  ex- 

cept very  aoiiDus  aUiat  %Hj  to  thin  cuuuirj.    lie  is 

nut  reiidy  to  j»in  ji>u ;  t  riQ  be  lu^dnl  out  Wc&t  be- 

fore winter,  ~  nut  UU  C<  01  ud  aeled  ia  favor  of  th« 

eoDBtitution  about  being  liinlra.    Hi*  is  gettiug  Along, 

he  tella  ine,  as  fast  aa  po  bcwk  ;  will  have  it  rewly  ia 

about  t«D  dayt ;  has  aa  j  ils  I»  pii;  the  passage  tif  his 

fiimily,     Thinks  they  wi  in  the  third  class  passage, 

which  grieves  iiiin  verj  ti  fo  is  not  iu  gi>ud  health.     I 

had  jinmiHiJ  wiial  niimoy  was  in  my  luiuds  tii  di.'fniy  thf  CKpensps  of 
publitihing  his  Icioh ;  this  I  pmmiBed  him  on  account  of  your  intro- 
durtion  to  ino  of  him. 

Jutit  S!5.  Youra  of  the  22d  was  duly  received  by  me  on  yesterday, 
and  I,  aceordiiig  to  your  request,  palled  on  the  etilcmel.  I  learned  ll|ftt 
he  intpnJa  tn  leave  here  tojoin  you  iunbiiut  ten  days  (eertainhj,  barring 
aecidentt).  I  learned,  too,  that  he  had  drawn  the  tnimcy,  and  I  think 
it  is  pretty  well  used  up  by  this  tiiiio.  I  did  not  s:iy  auything  about 
his  refuuding,  as  he  nssured  me,  in  the  must  positive  wity  he  could, 
that  he  would  set  out  as  e'H>n  as  he  got  his  book  finished,  which 
would  be  done  in  abcitit  h  week.  He  says  he  is  as  anxious  as  you  are' 
to  do  everything  that  can  be  done;  but  he  still  thinks  that  there  will 
bo  no  need  of  action  before  winter.  Yet  lie  admitted  it  was  best  to  lie 
reiidy ;  and  he  thinks  his  bo<ik  of  extracts  is  all-important,  —  a  pnrt  of 
the  necessary  tools  to  work  with.  Ho  has  given  up  the  idea  of  get- 
ting his  fiLinily  over  to  this  country,  and  is  abnut  sending  his  daughter 
back  to  her  mother.  She  will  leave  in  a  few  days.  Ho  sent  his 
family  (1  understood  from  himself)  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars  some  time  ago  of  the  money  he  drew,  and  I  suppose  it  will 
liike  some  hundred  dollars  for  his  daughter  to  go  honie  on;  yet  I 
think  the  cidonel  is  acting  in  good  faith,  and  ia  an  honorable  man. 

The  character  of  Hugh  Forbes  and  his  final  connection 
with  Brown  will  be  considered  hereafter.  It  is  enough  to 
say,  now,  that  he  was  unfitted  for  the  work  given  him  to  do, 
and  that  the  money  paid  to  him  was  worse  tlian  thrown 
away  ;  yet  the  lack   of  this  sum  —  si,\  or  seven   liundred 
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dollars  — embarrassed  Brovn  at  every  step  of  his  course  ii 
the  Slimmer  of  1857,  and  prevented  bia  reaching  Kausi 
until  late  in  the  year.     Meantime  his  friends  there  1 
expecting  him,  and  he  was  corresponding  with  them  at  ii 
tervals.     Through  one  of  these  friends,  Augustus  Wattles,'! 
then  living  at  Lawrence,  he  sent  messages  to  others  ;  and.  J 
one  of  these  letters  expresses  so  pungently  his  opinion  otJ 
Kansits  aifairs  in  the  early  spring  of  1857,  that  I  will  quoU 
it  here  :  — 

BosTo.i,  Mabb.,  April  8, 1857, 

Mv  oearSik,  — Your  favor  of  the  15th  March,  and  tliat  of  frieuij 
Holmes  of  thel6tb,  I  have  juat  received.  I  caiinot  expreea  my  grati- 
tude fur  ttiem  buth.  Tliej  give  me  juHt  that  kind  nf  newB  I  wn«  ninsi 
of  all  things  aaxiotiB  to  hear.  I  bless  OikI  that  he  has  not  left  llie 
Free-Swte  njen  nf  Kansas  lo  pollute  themselves  hy  the  foul  niiii 
loathaame  embrace  of  the  old  ratteo  whorf.  I  linvc  been  tmnhliiig 
all  along  lost  they  miglit  "  back  down "  fnnn  the  high  and  Iicly 
grouDil  they  had  takoD.  I  say,  ia  view  of  the  wisdom,  firmness,  uud 
patience  of  my  fnends  and  fellow-Bufferers  in  the  cause  of  bumniiily. 
let  God's  name  bo  eternally  pnuaed !  I  woeld  muxt  gladly  give  iriy 
haad  to  all  whoae  "  garments  are  not  defiled ;  "  nud  I  humbly  tnirt 
that  I  shall  soon  again  have  opportiiaity  to  rejoice  (or  Buffer  furthOT  J 
if  need  be)  with  you  in  the  sirtfc  between  henvca  and  helL  1  n-i»li,f 
to  Bend  my  most  cordial  and  earnest  salutalion  t<)  every  one  of  th»  ' 
chosen.  My  efforts  thin  way  have  not  been  altogether  fruitless.  I 
wish  yon  and  friend  Uiilmea  both  to  aecept  this  for  the  moirient ;  may 
write  soon  again,  and  hi>pe  to  hear  rmm  you  both  at  Tabur,  Fremont 
County,  Iowa,  — care  of  Jihisb  Jones,  Enq. 
Your  sincere  frienil, 

Nelson  Hawki 

AiiousTPs  Wattlm,  E«j.,  I^wrennp.  K.  T. 

"  Friend  Holmes  "  was  Brown's  youngest  lieutenant,  whd 
thus  wrote  to  him  after  he  had  left  New  England  for  Nortl 
Elba:  — 

Letters  of  J.  II.  Holmeg  lo  John  Brovm. 

LiWRBscE,  Kassab,  April  80,  18S7. 
Mt  dear  fribno  BROvrN,  —  I  have  been  anxiously  expecting  t1 
hear  from  yon  direct,  hnt  hnve  only  hmrd  lhr')U)jh  Mr.  Watllee. 
want  li>  see  yuu  as  suon  «■  posNble  afiw  >-uu  aiTive  in  dwTen  ' 
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I  have  settled  at  EinporU,  six  milee  Rbove  the  janction  of  the  Neo- 
aho  And  the  Cottonwood.  My  address  is  either  ETiipnria  or  Law- 
rence, aa  yoQ  may  ehiHiso.  My  letters  all  couie  anil  go  safe.  War,  ere 
six  moDtha  ahull  li.-ive  passed  awity,  in  iuevitable.  Secrctury  Stantoa 
has  mtide  a  pulilic  spi-ti-h  iu  Lftwrenec,  aod  saya  thnt  thuse  laws  {the 
bogus)  shall  be  I'lirnrci'il,  H^nd  that  ihc  taxes  shall  bo  paid.  The  peo- 
ple shuut,  "Nt'vor !  ■'  "  Then,"  he  sajg,  "  there  is  war  between  yuu 
and  me,  —  war  t'l  tlie  ki  fe  U>  the  hilt."    There  will  be 

no  voting  j  wi  paying  of  link  the  Pree-State  men  will 

remove  the  Territorial  G  set  up  their  own.     Then  we 

want  yon.    Please  writi  Liida,  as  far  aa  I  kuuw,  are 

weU.  ira, 

James  H.  Holmes.' 

This  letter  was   i  ollowed   by  another,   in 

which  Holmes  opens  ,         ^  ■  mystery  of  Kajisas  pol- 

itics in  this  third  year  of  the  struggle  there :  — 

Lawrescb,  Kav.,  3  o'olorlt,  p.  M,,  April  SO,  1867. 

Dear  frirnp  Brown,  — This  momiug  I  received  yonr  letter 
whifh  came  by  the  way  of  Tabor,  and  also  your  letter  whii'.b  came 
tlirongh  the  mail.  1  had  previunaly  written  you  a  short  letter.  I 
now  write  to  let  you  know  that  1  have  reeeived  them,  and  te  an- 
swer them  hnalily;  though  I  presume  you  will  leave  Springfield  for 
Kansas  ere  this  reaches  you.  1  do  not  think  there  is  any  disposition 
to  "  back  down  "  by  the  Free-State  men,  other  than  by  the  specn- 
lators  ;  and  they  are,  as  a  class,  never  to  be  relied  on,  of  course.  I 
have  full  faith  in  the  virtue  of  the  Free-State  men  of  Kansas.  You 
have  something  to  lenm  in  the  political  world  here. 

You  will  hear  of  me  either  at  Lawrence,  thmiiKh  J.  E.  Cook,  of  the 
firm  of  Bacon,  Cook,  &  Co,,  or  I  may  be  at  Emporia,  where  I  have 
tjiken  a  claim  and  make  it  my  home.  At  any  mte.  Cook  can  tell 
yini  where  I  may  be,  A  case  has  recently  occurred  of  kidnapping  a 
Free-Slate  man,  which  is  this :  Archibald  Kandell,  a  young  fellow 
who  came  in  with  Redpath  under  Eldridge,  last  fall,  and  has  been 
all  winter  on  a  claim  near  Osawntoitiie,  was  some  two  weeks  since 
enticed  out  under  pretence  uf  trading  horses,  by  four  men,  and 
abducted  into  Missouri.     Archy  was  iu  my  company,  and  is  a  good 

1  Holmes  was  at  this  time  nineteen  yenrs  old,  the  son  of  a  New  York 
broker,  snd  had  gone  Co  Kansns  to  aid  the  cause  of  freedom.  He  hu  since 
been  a  journalist,  and  under  President  Lincoln  oas  secretary  of  Kcw 
Mexico.     Brown  used  to  call  him  "my  tittle  hornet." 
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bmvG  fellow.     How  long  he  U  to  remain  iriraroerated  aud  in  ciiaius  !■ 
will  uiit  m  this  pUoe  and  tiiQO  attempt  to  prediot- 

Juilgc  CuuwAf  ie  here,  mdical  aod  riglit,  Or.  Rohioson  recentlf^ 
made  n  proposition  witb  sums  leading  prusLiiver;  men  to  pi)inprn>fl 
uiisc.  The  Free-Suie  men  won't  do  it.  We  are  talldng  of  n 
Pliiltipa  fur  governor  uext  fall. 

Very  truly  your  ooDataut  friend. 

Thia  letter  was  months  in  reaching  Brown,  who  did  r 
answer  it  until  September  9.  Mr.  Wattles  wrote  in  tbel 
Buiumer,  touching  upon  matters  political,  and  in  reply  to  %M 
second  letter  from  Brown,  who  was  meditating  his  proposedl 
attack  on  slavery  in  Missouri,  and  for  this  time  called  bini-j 
self  "James  Smith,"  instead  of  "  Hawldus." 

Jo/ifi  Brown  to  A.  Tfaittes. 

Hiriisoy,  Orio,  June  S,  1857. 
Mr  DEATt  Sib.  —  I  write  to  my  that  I  started  for  Kansas  boii» 
three  weeks  or  innre  aint'e,  but  have  been  obliged  to  atop  for  th« 
fever  and  ague.     I  am  nnw  rightiog  up,  and  expc<^t  to  be  on  my  waj    . 
again  ("xin.     Free-Slate  men  need  have  no  fear  of  my  ilttfrtiom,  J 
There  are  seme  half-doien  men  I  want  a  visit  from  at  Tabor,  lowft,! 
to  (Mime  off  ip  the  most  <jnF.T  way  ;  nami-ly.  Danitl  Foster,  Into  offl 
Boston,  MaasjichuBettB ;   Holmts,  Frastt,  a  Mr.  Hill,  and   William  ^ 
Darid,  on  Little  Ottawa  Creek  ;   a  Mr.  Cochran,  on  Pnttawak>mi« 
Oreek  ;  or  T  would  lilie  tqutdfy  well  to  see  Dr.  UpdegraffaaA  S.  H. 
Wright,  of  Osnwalomie ;  or  WiHiam  Phittipt,  or  Conwat,  or  your   j 
honor.     I  have  uiuie  very  importjtnl  matters  to  ennfer  with  s 
you  about.    Let  ihere  be  noumnb  about  it.    Should  any  of  ynunonif'fl 
out  to  see  ine,  wait  al  Tabor  if  yon  get  there  firet.     Mr.  Adair.  «tS 
Osawftlomie,  may  supply  filly  dollars  (if  need  be)  for  pxpeoses,  "Om 
my  arniunt.  on  preaeutation  of  thia.     Write  me   at  Tabor,  lowa/l 
Fremont  County.        Very  respectfully  jonrs,  ' 

Jaheb  Skitb.^' 

I  The  prreons  mmtioned  in  thia  UttCT  were  mpposed  by  Brown  ti 
■p^ially  rrienilly  and  true  to  hini.  Foster  was  a  rliT|^m«n,  r<iniieily  HHt>  I 
tied  at  Conoord,  Mau.,  bnt  then  in  Kansas.  Haltnea  wns  Brown's  liDa-l 
tenant  in  IBtiS,  and  afterward  in  18SS-59.  Frnzee  was  Brown's 
and  soldier  in  18&e,  and  fought  it  Black  Jack,  m  did  B.  I..  Cochni 
UpdcgnlT  fought  at  Oaawitomic.  Concerning  David.  Hill,  and  Wri) 
I  hav*  little  informatioo.     Phillips  wa«  afterwards  Congrcai 
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The  Reply. 


James  Smitb,  Esi). 

Dbab  Sib,  —  Yi 
Hm  much  pteaeod  lu 
eoQC.Iuded  to  &ii)',  e.> 
as  you  may  chnow 
here,  talking  iKilitu-a ;  F 
tncD  to  galvnTiUp  the  To 
absence  at  thct  asueEnlilin-- 
dispirited  the  t'rec-Statc 
agaiu  under  hiuj.  Fuste. 
The  others  arc  us  yuu  I 
will  hear  muoh  agitiasl  G 
but  be  cnreful  ubuiii  V'lii 


Lawdbkok,  E.  T.,  JnnelS.  18S7. 

r  fnvnr  of  the  8d  instnut  was  doly  reeeivml.     I 

■ar  fnim  ymi.    We  lalkal  ovpr  matten  faere,  nod 

IB  lis  quietly  as  piisslble,  or  not  come  at  prmeDi, 

~    jMjriai.  plovriDg ;  Coatrsj  i 


ryiiig  U>  urge  the  Pree-Sute 
.n  iDt<<  life.  Dr.  Bobitaon'a 
)iat«  Le^statiire  Itwt  winter 
difficult  10  make  them  nOly 
V.  Fruzce  has  not  relumed. 
lire  prgsjiering  fiuply.  You 
d  the  "  Herald  uf  Freedom,'' 
■n  is  as  goi>il  UB  ever. 


Augustus  Wattles.' 

In  i-eply  to  a  letter  of  Brown,  sent  in  Angust  from 
Tabor,  Mr.  Wattles  wrote  again  on  Kansas  politics,  and 
more  definitely. 

Letters  from,  Kansas  Friendg. 

L*wRKSTE,  K.  T.,  Aug.  21,  ias7. 
Dear  Sir  —  Your  fovor  of  August  8  came  duly  to  hand,  as  did 
yours  to  Or,  Prentice.  The  business  you  epenk  of  was  put  into  the 
hands  <if  Mr.  B<-aIf.  Mr.  Whitmsn  and  Mr.  Edmonds*  are  borh 
pine  East.  In  regard  le  other  inquiries,  I  can  hardly  tell  you  Ratis- 
faetorily.  I  ihinic  Dr.  Robinson's  failure  to  meet  the  legislature 
Inst  winter  disheartened  the  people  so  that  they  li>st  confidence  in  " 
him  and  in  the  (novement.  Although  In  the  Convention  wo  invittd 
him  to  withdraw  his  resignation  (which  he  diil),  yet  the  masses 
could  never  be  vitalized  again  into  that  enthusi.'Uini  and  ciinfideuce 
which  tliey  had  Iveforo.  Another  mistake  whieli  he  made,  ei^ually 
fiitnl,  was  his  attack  upon  George  W.  Brown  and  the  '*  Herald  (rf 
Freedom  ; "  thus  leading  off  his  friends  into  a  party  by  ihemselveB, 
and  leaving  all  who  doubted  and  hated  him  in  another  party.  This 
war  between  the  leaders  settled  the  question  of  resistance  to  outside 
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ttiitliDritj  nt  once.    Tliose  wliii  hud  «ulertaiued  liie  idiiit  uf  n 
have  eutirely  abaQibiied  it.    Dr.  Hubiosriu  was  nut  alvae  in  bis  bluu- 
(icra.     Culonel  Lhup,   Mr.  Phillips,   auii  "  Tbe   Repiibllian "  ii>ait»  I 
ei)iinllf  fatal  Does.     Culonel   Laue  bimsted  in  bin   public  epeei'bea  | 
thtil  tbe  CoDBlilutiona)  Cuuvt-ntiuD  would  bu  driven  lutu  llie  Kaw  I 
River,  etn.,  by  vinleoM.     Mr.  Pbilllps  btNiBt«d  this,  and  much  inui«,  .1 
in  the  "  New  York  Tribune."     "  The  Republicuu"  bousted  that  old  I 
C)tplain  BruwQ  wuald  bo  duwn  on  Governor  Walker  and  Co.  like  a 
uvcDginfC  god,  etc.     This  excited  Walker  and  others  to  that  clcgree   I 
they  nt  once  look  refuge  under  the  United  Sutea  troops.     Whuievei 
■night  have  been  intended,  much  more  woa  threatened  and  boasted   I 
<>f  than  coulit  possibly  have  been  performed,  unless   there  was 
ijXicDsive  oousplracy.    This,  I  believe,  Guvomor  Wulker  eays  was 
the  ease. 

I  saw  Conway  fn-ilny.     He  snya  he  thinks  all  will  go  off  quietly 
ftt  the  electiim.     Phillips,  you  will  see  by  Thi.>  "  I'ribuue,"  liaa  coma 
out  in  favor  of  vuting  in  Orlober.     They  in1«nd  to  cheat  us ;  but  n-e 
expect  t«  beat  thorn.     Wulker  is  as   fiiir  as   lie  van  be,  under  th«    I 
oireumBtanoes.  Yours  truly, 

A.  WATTLE8.>    I 

A  few  daya  earlier  thau  this  letter  was  written,  Holioes, 
who  differed  a  little  from  Wattles,  sent  a  word  of  warning  i 
to  Ilia  captain,  along  with  other  information,  thug :  — 

Lawbe.sck.  K.  T.,  An^  IS,  1SS7. 
My  dear  Friend,  —  1  received  your  letter  of  the  8th  inst.  yes- 
terday.    I  am  gbid  to  hoar  that  you  are  so   near.     Messrs.  Renlf. 
Phillips,  and  Wattles  also  received  letters  fmm  you  yesterday.     I 
have  H  word  of  caution  to  say  in  regard  to  Mr.  Wattles.     Ho  is  a    , 
friend  whom  I  most  highly  esteem;  yet  he  is  so  connected  in  pidiiiM   1 
that  I  think  it  unsafe  for  you  to  Dommunicate  to  him  any  plans  you 
would  not  like  to  comiDUnicate  difectlg  to  Governor  Walker.     ~ 
lliis  reason  :  Mr.  Wattles  is  under  George  W.  Brown  ;  and  Uilti  bo-    I 
Meve  in  submitting  in  good  fsilli,  ooder  Governor  Walker,  to  the  Tcr- 
.litorial  authorities.    Governor  Walker  comes  to  town  frequently,  and 
iBtops  at  the  "  Herald  of  Freedom"  office,  in  wcrel  conclave  with 
G.  W.  Brown.     When  you  come  hero  (if  you  should),  you  can  judge 
'(br  yourself. 

'  Indorsed  by  Jiihn  Brown  :  "  A.  Wattles,  No.  6."  The  rest  of  these 
Bbttin  are  not  in  tny  hands.  The  election  mentioned  »u  to  occur  in 
r October,  and  wu  orriod  hy  the  Frve-SlRte  men.  "Walker"  WM  ll>« 
Mew  Oovenior,  —  K.  J.  Walker,  of  PenuBjlvania. 
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MesBra.  Phillips,  Wnttles,  and  Beoir  I  have  seeu;  they  will  wrile 
to  you  themtelves,  and  I  will  merely  give  you  my  own  niiud  im 
the  subject  1  do  uot  know  what  ;i>u  would  liave  me  iofur  by 
"busiDiaa."  I  prcsuroe,  though,  by  the  word  buing  eiuphaBiied, 
that  you  refer  to  the  busiueaa  fur  which  1  leum  fou  have  a  stuck  uf 
luHt«riiil  with  ynu.  If  j'uu  mcau  tbig,  I  think  quite  alruUj^ly  uf  » 
good(t)  opening  fur  t)iis  huslnesa  about  the  tiret  Muuday  iu  October ' 
ueit.     If  you  widh  otliei  I  presume  you  will  find  juet 

as  profitaite  ones.     1  ht  u  have  tiot  been  here  in  tbo 

Territory  before.     I  thii;  uer  you  come  the  better,  so 

that  the  people  and  the  oritira  may  becrnne  &iiiiliar- 

iied  with  yonr  jireseuce.  le  opiuion  of  aII  other  fnenda 

with  whom  I  have  convi  lijift     You  could  thus  eierl 

more  ioflucDce.     Several  Deeded  you  very  much.     I 

bave  much  to  coinmunie4>  cb  I  cannot  do  tliruugh  this 

medium  ;  the)'efore  you  ii  me  koow  uf  your  approach 

or  arrival  as  bikiti  b»  possible,  tbrougii  Mr  Piiilhps,  or  thmugii  the 
Liiwreiicc  postiiffice.  I  presume  Mr.  Phillips  wnite  to  you  in  re- 
gard to  teaiat  And  raeaua,  wluch,  as  Mr,  Whitman  is  now  East,  will 
be,   I  fear,  scarce. 

Most  sincerely  your  friend, 

James  H.  Holues. 


This  letter  was  directed  to  "  Captain  Brown,"  and  so  waa, 
perhaps,  sent  by  a  safe  messenger ;  for  the  Free-State  meti 
had  much  distrust  ot  the  mails.  This  was  one  reason  for 
the  change  of  names  which  John  Brown  adopted ;  another 
was,  that  he  was  still  proscribed  in  Kansas,  as  he  had  been 
in  185C,  and  might  be  arrested  at  any  time  by  the  Terri- 
torial authorities.  Mr.  Whitman  wrote  to  him  soon  after, 
and  wishing  to  free,  him  from  this  anxiety,  chose  as  his 
messenger  the  Englishman  Realf,  of  whom  we  shall  soon 
hear  more :  — 

L*WRKNrF,,  June  30.  1857. 

Dear  Sir,  —  I  send  you  by  the  bearer,  Richard  Realf,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  duUars,  minus  the  reasonable  expenses  of  the  messen- 
ger on  his  way  up.  You  will  please  make  amingementa  for  him  to 
return  "with  you.  Your  friends  are  desirous  of  seeing  you.  The 
dangers  that  threatened  the  Territory  and  itidit^diuzls  have  beea 
removed,  in  the  shape  of  quashed  indictments.     Your /umi(ur«  eon 

1  Elwtion  dsy. 


I 
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be  'bntuglil  anil  safely  ati.red  while  y<iu  are  seeking  a  liiciiUor 
jciat  famibj  can  timl  liiiurd  among  the  settlers.  Uoping  to  b 
•OOD  in  good  health,  J  remain,  a?  evi^r, 

Yours  truly,  E.  B.  Wj 

To  Cait^ainBiluwn. 

Mr.  Phillips,  aftcrwajd  in  CoDgress  from  Kansas,  nnd  a.l 
general  during  the  Civil  War,  wrote  thus :  — 

LiwBENCE,  E.  T.,  June  24,  1SS7. 
Mt  dear  Fiuekd,  —  I  received  your  letter,  dnied  frum  Ohio  the 
9th  instiiut,  a  few  dnya  ngo.     I  feur  I  shall  not  \hi  able  to  meet  yon 
at  Tabor.     I  have  just  received  (on  the  13tli)  the  task  uf  eapeiin- 
tendiug  and  Inking  the  census  fur  the  Slate  eloclion.     An  ineuas  are 
limited,  thuae  whu  can  must  du  this.     I  buve  therefore  nasuuicd  the 
task,  which  will  require  my  presouce  and  must  ainive  rfluirls  until  tl 
ISth  uf  July.    I  have  tried  to  arrange  it  bo  as  tii  get  off  fur  a^ueekfi 
but  it  is  impossible  without  a  sacritico  of  duty.     Should  it  be  su,  U 
if  no  one  else  can  gn,  I  will  still  try.    Huluiua  I  have  seen  ;  he  ii 
busy,  uud  will  not  be  able  to  cntiie  up.     Scvcrul  of  those  you  uicD' 
tiuDi.'d  are  gone,  and  others  caunot  ^^u  tu  Tabur.     1  sent  a  inessags 
tu  Osawalomie,  and  enclosed  your  Icttur  t'l  Mr.  Adair ;  told  hiin  tliat   , 
Uulmcs  nnd  the  others  could  outgo,  and  urgeil  that  eotno  go  from  .J 
OsiLwaCnmie,  if  possibte.     I  have  not  yet  hi-ard  froui  him.     1  start  J 
to  Oeawatomie  when  I  finish  this ;  I  will  make  it  on  my  round,  np-  \ 
piiinliug  deputies  and  taking  the  ceuauH,      Two  young  men   from  1 
this  place  have  protnii^l  xao  that  they  will  go  if  possible ;  but  tbef 
have  no  horses,  and  horses  cannot  be  hired  fur  such  a  journey.     I 
still  hope  K)  have  a  few  friends  at  Tabor  to  meni  you  in  a  week. 

As  til  your  future  action,  for  fear  1  should  be  preveuUsl  from  going 
to  meet  "jvfi,  let  me  siiy  I  think  you  should  cuuic  into  Kansas,  pro-  J 
TidM  ynn  desire  to  do  su.     1  think  it  will  be  our  duly  to  s 
protected.     There  is  no  necessity  fur  active  military  pre|inniiiuus  at  1 
this  time ;  but  so  far  as  yuu  have  the  elements  uf  defence  at  your  fl 
oummand,  I  think  Ihty  are  ta/er  with  you  Ihan  tcilh  any  oi 
Yonr  old  claim  has,  1  Iwlieve,  been  jumped.     If  you  do  not  desire  to  I 
eonlest  it,  let  me  suggest  that  you  make  a  new  settlement  nl  soini 
good  jHiint,  of  which  you  will  be  the  bead.    Lay  off  a  town  and  t»k«  J 
claims  uruund  it.     You  would  thus  rally  round  you  a  claas  of  u 
men,  who  c«iild  he  prepared  for  an  emergenry  at  the  sumo  lime  that  I 
they  furthered  their  own  interests,  which  they  have  a  right  tu  du.    1^ 
Any  infiiruiation  1  cuuld  render  as  to  the  host  sites  or  olheririse  yon 
may  cheerfully  call  upon.    Should  I  nut  be  able  to  come  to  meet  yon, 
L  J  hup«  at  leiwt  to  ace  yuU  ahonl}'  after  yuu  enter.    I  have  not  tiiM  to 
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dfitail  the  present  cuDdition  of  the  Frec-8tal«  pany.*  Until  I  see 
you,  ailieo.  Respectfully, 

William  A.  Prilijps. 

James  SHrrn.i 

Mr.  Whitmairs  messenger  reached  Tabor  nearly  a  month 
.  before  Brown  gut  there,  and  went  back  to  Kansas  again, 
leaving  this  note  :  — 

TiBon,  Iowa,  July  6,  18S7. 
John  Bbown,  Eso- 

DcAR  Sir,  —  I  arrive  m  Lawrence,  briDging  $150, 

minus  my  exptusts  up  ui  .e  will  amount  to  about  $40, 

leaving  you  $110.     Mr.  not,  as  you  will  spc  from  his 

note  signed  "Eilmiind?,  re;  and  ihe  uiule  teuin  joa 

asked  fur  could  not  be  j  sorry  you  have  nut  arKvt^: 

I  alioiild  like  to  have  gr  fou.    The  Oovenior  bos  in- 

structed the  Attoniey-Gei  s  to  enter  a  notk  prosequi  in 

the  case  of  the  Fref-Siiite  prisoners;  so  that  yon  need  be  uudcr  no 
apprehension  of  insc^cnrity  ab  to  yourself  or  the  raunitiona  you  may 
bring  with  you.  By  writing  a  line  to  ine  or  Mr,  Whitman  or  Phil- 
lips at  Lawrence  iiii  died  lately  ou  your  arrival  here,  we  will  come 
and  meet  you  by  way  of  To^ieka.     God  speed  you ! 

Truly,  Richard  Kealf. 

Brown  reported  to  me  at  the  end  of  September  his  prog- 
ress then  made,  as  follows :  — 

Tabob,  Fremont  Coitntt,  Iowa,  Oct.  1,  1867. 
F.  B.  Sanborn,  Concord,  Mass. 

My  dear  Sir,  —  Two  days  since  I  received  yonr  very  kind  Utter 
of  the  14th  Sepleuiber;  also  one  from  James  Hunnewcll,  Esq.,  say- 
ing  lie  iiad  sent  ino  $72.68  through  P.  T.  Jackson,  Esri.,  of  Boal.m  ; 
for  both  which  I  am  very  gliid.'     1  I'annot  ei:press  my  gratitude  f'lr 

'  Indorsed  by  John  Brown:  "William  A.  Pliillips.  Requires  no  reply. 
No.  ]."  The  tone  of  this  letter  shows  how  Brown  was  reRsr^ed  in  Kansas 
■I  llie  custodian  of  arms,  —  which,  of  course,  was  the  "  fumituTS  "  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Wliitmnn. 

^  This  note  explains  tlie  source  and  object  of  ttiis  seasonable  conlri- 
balion  :  — 
Neuon  Hat 


.  Sept  14, 1 

rniuii.  Jnne^  T.bni 

(Mmiii)  MiilrilrKI 

Airt  Omm 
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^h  P.  T.  Jsckaon.  Eari,.  Iresa 

Conimtttjie, 
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rCaptamJnhiiBn 
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Jinn  Hi 

IHKIWBLL, 

Tnanrrr  of  HldHtKi  CmtUy  Kamaa  Aid  Cbi 
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f  uur  earaest  and  early  attention  In  my  wants  and  ihuae  uf  my  fi 
I  rpgrel  tliul  Mr.  Uuunevell  did  ncil  at  oat»  wud  me  either  a  diivk 
or  a  draft  on  New  Yurk  ur  Busluo,  aa  it  will  pmbably  be  one  iimnili 
or  more  Iicfure  I  chu  reulixe  it ;  and  I  liave  uot  the  iiiGiina  »f  I»kyiug 
niy  liuanl  bill  here,  mit  liikving  as  yet  nvpived  auyiLing  fiinii  Mr. 
Wliitujan  totrurU  a  bttlaooe  tif  five  hnndrcd  d<illnr«,  uur  heard  fniiii 
hiiri.  If  I  get  the  muney  from  Mr.  Hmmewell  and  Mr.  Whitman,  it 
will  answer  my  present  wants,  exeepl  the  secret  servii'e  1  wnitu  yuii 
ahiiut.  I  have  nil  the  aims  1  am  liUely  tii  ntoil,  but  uin  dci-tilll 
uf  Bffddln-tiags  ur  kuapSiickg,  liulaters  and  belta;  have  i>idy  a 
hLinkets,  uu  fihuvels  ur  epadw,  di>  niiitlueks,  but  tlirev  ur  Riur  lu 
(<iuglit  tu  have  been  one  hundred),  and  am  nearly  di'biitule  tif  ci 
ing  utcuails.  The  greatur  part  of  what  1  have  just  uaiiieii  1  inuet  do 
without  till  aniither  spring,  at  any  rate.  I  fuuud  her«  one  hnws 
fiuld-piere  einnplete,  and  one  damaged  gun-cflrriiigc.  with  Buinc  uw- 
munitixn  suitahle  tur  it ;  some  Beveniy  to  aeveniy-tive  old  damiiged 
United  States  rlUcs  and  uiuakets,  one  d-izeu  uld  siihree,  tituie  puwilur 
and  leail  (emugh  for  present  use ;  weight  nut  kuiiwn),  —  I  mippiiso 
»eut  by  Nati»uul  Couiuiittee.  Also  une  d<ixen  boxes  nnd  b^irrtla  i>r 
clothing,  bnutB,  eie.,  with  three  band  grisiiiiills,  sent  ii>  Nebruskk 
City,  from  «ame  smirce.  I  al»u  gut  fr>im  Dr.  Jesse  Bowi'H,  of  lowft 
City,  one  old  vragun,  which  broke  down  with  a  light  loud  on  the 
way:  also  nine  Tull-Tigged  tents,  thrco  sets  tent-poles  (additional), 
eleven  pairs  blankets,  anil  three  axes,  sent  there  by  NnlionnI  Com- 
mittee. Also  from  Mr,  Hnrd  I  got  an  order  for  fifty  dollars'  worth 
of  tenis,  wagon -covering,  ropw,  etc,  at  Chicago,  which  was  pidd 
me.  I  find  one  hundred  nnd  ninety-fonr  carhineB,  abnnl  thirty-lliree 
hundred  Hall  (wrtridgeB,  all  the  primers,  but  no  iron  Udles.  This,  I 
believe,  with  the  teams  and  wngnn  1  piirehased,  will  give  yon  a  pretty 
good  idea  of  the  stuff  I  have.  I  hail  a  gun  and  pair  of  pistols  jpven 
me  hy  Dr.  Howe,  and  some  three  or  four  gnns  made  for  experimct  ~ 
by  Mr.  Tliayer  (ii  little  cunnnn  nnd  earriage  is  one  of  them),  nnd  i* 
iiiiw  rifle  by  the  mamifnctiiring  company  at  Worcester.*  I  had  111 
)1  few  revolvers,  common  ei'ns,  and  sabres  left  on  hand,  that  I  ii 
on  with  rne  in  1855.  Whili'  waiting  herp  I  nnd  my  sun  have 
trying  to  learn  a  little  of  the  arts  of  peace  from  Colonel  F,,  « 
still  with  ns.     That  is  the  scho..!  I  nlhidcd  to. 

Before  I  reached  here,  I  hint  written  jwninilarly  to  friends  f: 
Kansas,  saying  that  I  wanted  help  tu  mert  me  here,  and  to  wait  ft 
me  should  I  be  detnitie'l  on  the  way.  I  also  nrmngnl  with  I 
Whitman  in  regard  to  it  in  Chimgo.  He  sent  one  man  with  « 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ;  forty  of  It  he  kept,  and  went  iminediald 

*  Thcw  are  the  arm  mentionwl  iu  EU  Thayer'*  letlstb 
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dence  between   Kiinsas   and  me,  hs  rather  eseential  to  give  j-ou  a 

nnJ  several  otliers  wlint  was  my  ritualion  and  wnnls.  He  (Mr. 
Whitman)  hai  not  written  tne  at  all  aince  what  I  send.  OtlicrB 
hrtvo  written,  us  you  will  «ee.  I  wrote  the  man  Mr.  WhiiuiAu 
wnl  me,  amoDR  the  re«t,  .rd  from  hiin  gince  what  I 
now  send. 

Ah  Iu  the  policy  of  voti  next,  I  think  Lane  hit  his 
mark  at  the  coovcnti.ra  t  *,  if  never  liefore ;  I  meftn 
"An  escape  into  the  filthy  tun."  I  had  not  been  able 
to  learn  by  pap<.'r8  or  other  vhiit  course  ha.!  been  taken 
in  KaiiSHS  till  vithin  a  ft  ri.bahly  the  less  I  have  t« 
say,  Ihe  better. 

I  omitted  above  to  sny  1                         five  hundred  and  firty  dol- 

superior  pikes,  as  a  cheap  but 
effectual  wea))i>D  tn  pIhcp  in  tlie  htmds  of  entirely  iiDskilful  and  un- 
practised men,  which  will  not  easily  get  out  of  order,  and  require  no 
auimunitii'D.  They  will  cost,  handles  and  all  eomptete,  a  little  short 
of  one  dollar  each.  Tliat  contrai'l  I  have  not  been  able  to  fulfil;  and 
wise  military  men  may  ridicule  the  idea ;  but  "  I  take  the  whole 
re8|)oD8ibiIity  of  that  job,"  —  so  that  I  win  only  get  them. 

On  hearing  that  Lane  had  come  into  Nebraska,  I  at  once  sent  a 
young  man  with  a  line,  saying  I  had  been  hurt,  and  was  exceedingly 
unions  to  see  him  early  in  September.  To  this  he  sent  me  no  reply, 
unless  Redpath'a  letter  be  one.  I  am  now  so  far  recovered  from  my 
hurt  B8  to  be  able  to  do  a  little  ;  and  foggy  as  it  is,  "  we  do  not  give 
up  the  ship."  I  will  not  B»y  that  Kansas,  watered  by  the  tears  and 
blood  of  my  eliildren,  ehall  yet  be  free  or  I  fjtU.  1  intend  at  once  to 
put  the  supplies  I  htive  in  a  seonro  place,  and  theo  to  put  myself  and 
such  as  may  go  with  me  where  we  may  get  more  speedy  communi- 
caliona,  and  cati  wait  until  we  know  belter  how  to  net  than  we  now 
do.  I  send  this  whole  package  to  yon,  thinking  Concord  a  less  offen- 
sive name  jnst  ni>w  than  Bostcm  at  this  end  of  the  route.  I  wish  the 
whole  conveyed  to  my  friend  Stearns  and  other  fi'Jciids,  as  old  Brown's 
last  report. 

Until  further  adviiwd,  I  wish  all  communications  addressed  to  Jonas 
Jones,  Esq.,  Tabor,  Fremont  County,  Iowa,  outwardli/ ;  and  I  hope 
you  will  all  write  often. 

I  had  forgotten  to  say,  that  day  before  yesterday  one  single  man, 
with  no  team  at  all.  came  from  Lane  to  have  me  start  at  once  for 
Kansas,  as  you  will  see  by  copies.  Ho  said  he  had  left  ten  fine 
fellows  abont  thirl;  miles  iMck.    The  names  he  gave  me  were  all 
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stnage  to  me,  u  well  aa  himself.     Tabor  folks  (some  of  them) 
flpeuk  slightiDgtf  <^  bim,  aotwithsUndiDg  that  be  too  is  a  generHL 

October  3,  1857. 
Yours,  covering  cheek,  is  thb  moment  to  hand,  and  will  alfiird 
roost  seasonable  relief.    Express  goes  to  K.  at  once  tu  see  how  the 
land  lies.     Yoa  will  bear  again  siton. 

Yoore  most  tnilj, 

J.  Bkown. 

The  followiDg  correspondeDce  will  find  its  key  io  tlie 
letter  just  given.  General  Lane  was  at  the  head  of  the 
organization  mentioned,  and  Mt.  Whitman  was  his  quarter- 
master-general. 

iPrimte.) 

Lawbencb,  Sept.  7,  18S7. 

Sis,  —  We  are  earnestly  engaged  in  perfecting  an  orgauizatiun  for 
the  protpetioD  of  the  baliot-buz  at  the  October  eltM:tiou  (first  Mon- 
day). Whitman  and  Abbot  have  been  East  after  money  and  arms 
for  A  mouth  paat;  thej  write  encouragingly,  and  will  be  back  in  a 
few  days.  We  want  ;i>u,  with  all  the  maieriuls  jou  have.  I  see  no 
objection  to  your  coming  iulo  Kansas  pnblicly.  I  can  furuish  yoa 
Just  snch  a  force  as  you  may  deem  aeceesary  fur  your  protection  here 
and  after  your  arrival.  I  went  up  to  see  you,  but  fnilud.  Now  what 
is  wanted  is  this :  write  me  concisely  what  traoBpiirtatiun  yuu  require, 
how  much  money,  and  the  number  of  men  needed  tu  escort  yuu  into 
the  Territory  safely ;  uid  if  you  desire  it  I  will  come  up  with  them. 
Yours  respectfully, 

J.  H.  Lanb. 

To  Capiaiit  Johw  Browk,  Tibor. 

Brown's  answer  was  as  follows  :  — 

Tabob,  Frihqnt  Codntt,  Iowa,  Sept.  18,  1857, 
Okneral  Jaukb  H.  Lamb. 

My  dear  Sir,  —  Yoor  favor  of  the  7th  inat.  is  received.  I  had 
previously  written  yon  expressive  of  my  stn.nK  desire  t>.  see  you.  I 
suppose  you  have  my  letlcr  before  this.  As  to  the  j-.b  ..f  work  yon 
inquire  about,  I  suppose  that  three  eixxl  tesms,  with  mil  covered 
wagons,  and  ten  reatty  ingetiioun,  iaduntrious  (not  gatny)  men.  with 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  in  cash,  could  bring  it  abont 
in  the  course  of  eight  or  ten  days. 

Very  reepectfiilly'yonr  friend, 

JOKM  BrOWK. 
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This  letter  was  returned  to  Brovn  by  Mr.  Jamison,  Sep- 
tember 30,  and  the  following  note  from  General  Lane  came 
with  it.  Falls  (Jity  is  iu  southern  Xebi'aska,  comparativiily 
near  Tabor.  Iu  addressing  Brown  as  "  Dtiir  Uelii'i-al," 
Lane  bad  in  Diiud  the  tact  that  he  h»d  made  Brown  a  brig- 
adier of  the  new  army  which  Lane  had  urgauized  :  — 

ALLsCirr,  Sept.  SB,  ISST. 

Dear  GENEitAL,  —  I  i  uiisoD  (iguHnenDMstcr-gon- 

eral  semind  lUvhiiim),  tii  m  ing  yuur  luticles  inlu  Kim- 

sas  iu  time.     Ur.  Wliitui  week  ag(i  he  wuuld  be  at 

Wyaudutto  yestvriJiiy,  uiic  [ipUiil  with  the  tilings ;  but 

he  hail  uot  arrlvi-d  hIii'ii  .  l-importattt  lo  KuniMH  titat 

yiiur  tliiuga  Bhuulil  W  iu  a  isifite  mamml,  and  that  you 

ehoulil  be  inuc-h  ui'iult  ot  li<  ;.    I  send  yuu  all  tlic  uiuDey 

I  have  (fifty  dollar!.),  ,m<.  .„„i3ou  has  mwe  more.     We 

want  «very  gun  uiid  all  the  aiuinuuition.  I  do  nut  know  ihat  we  will 
have  tu  use  them,  hut  I  du  kuuw  we  should  be  prejinred.  I  soud  you 
ten  true  ineo.  You  cau  rely  upon  tlie  Gcocral;  and  what  he  tells 
yon  Climes  from  me.  Yuurs  ever, 

J.  H.  Lane. 

To  Gksekal  Jomm  Buows,  Tabor. 

To  this  Brown  replied  :  — 

Tadiik,  Fukmont  CorsTT,  Iowa,  Sept.  30,  1857. 
Oexerai,  James  H.  Lane. 

My  dear  Sir,  —  Your  favor  fnnn  Falls  City  by  Mr,  Jnmison  is 
just  received  ;  iilsii  fifty  dollars  Bent  by  hhn,  whli'h  I  also  return  by 
same  haud,  as  I  find  it  will  be  next  to  impogsibk  in  my  poor  state  of 
heaXth  to  go  through  on  sui-h  very  short  notiee.  four  days  onlv  remain- 
ing to  get  ready,  loud  up,  and  go  throHgli.  I  think,  cousiilerinK  all 
the  uncertainties  of  the  ease,  want  of  teams,  ete.,  that  I  should  do 
wrong  to  set  out.     I  am  disaprwiinted  in  the  extreme.' 

Very  respectfully  your  friend,  John  Browk. 

John  Brown  to  E.  B.  tFhitman, 

Tapor,  Fremont  CnrsTT,  Iowa,  Oct.  S,  1857. 
E.  R.  Whitman,  Fsq. 

Dear  Sm,  —  Please  send  mo  by  >fr.  Charles  P.  Tidd  what  money 
you  have  for  ine,  —  not  papers.    He  is  the  seeond  niun  I  have  sent  in 

'  Bronn  eipUined  this  refusal  to  comply  with  Laiip's  rpqiinst  in  his  letter 
to  me  of  October  1,  already  giTen,  as  wtll  u  in  the  letier  which  follows. 
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order  to  get  the  me»iiii  or  taking  me  thmugb.  Genera]  Lane  sent  a 
msD  whu  got  here  mthout  any  team,  with  but  fift;  dollara  of  LBnc'B 
nioDef  (as  be  eud),  U'hiuh  I  returned  to  bim,  and  waoteil  me  to  start 
right  off,  witb  ooly  four  days'  tiuie  to  load  np  aoil  drive  througb  befuro 
ibis  bogus  elartiou  day,  —  which  oij  stnte  of  health  and  the  very  wet 
weikther  reudered  it  iuipoesible  to  do  in  time;  and  I  did  not  think  it 
right  to  start  from  here  under  sueb  circntnvtances.  Do  try  to  make 
tue  up  the  money,  all  in  good  shape,  before  Mr.  Tidd  returns,  and 
also  write  me  everything  you  know  about  the  aspect  of  things  in 
Kanstis.  Please  furnish  Mr.  Tidd  with  a  borse  to  take  him  to  Om- 
watomie,  and  greatly  oblige  me.  The  fifty  doUarB  Lane  sent  wu 
only  abonl  enough  to  pay  up  my  board  bill  here,  witb  all  I  had  oa 
hand.  I  need  not  »ay  my  ttisappoiHtmenlt  have  been  extreme. 
Your  Mend, 

John  Bbowm. 
P.  S.     Before  any  teams  are  now  tent,  I  want  to  bear  further  from 
Kansas. 

What  waB  the  object  of  Lane's  organization  will  appear 
by  Mr.  Whitman's  report  below  :  —  , 

{Order  No.  2.) 
Qdabtbbk aster's  DePAitTMENT,  Headquarters  Kansas 

VULCNTEERS  FOR  TUB  PuOI'ECTIOK  OP  THK  BAI.LOT-BOX, 

Lawrence,  Oct.  19,  1857. 

Whereat,  Ou  the  3d  day  of  August  an  ord(>r  was  issued  from  this 
department  requesting  the  appoinliiieot  of  company,  brigade,  and 
division  quartermasters,  and  an  itumcdinte  return  to  be  made  of  the 
number  and  description  >i(  sll  arms  Rvailable  fur  the  use  of  the  respec- 
tive coinpanies;  and  aherau,  said  returns  have  been  generally  made: 
Now,  tliereforfl,  in  r*ply,  and  in  explauation  of  the  failure  to  furnish 
an  entire  supply  for  the  deficiency,  it  is  deemed  proper  to  declare,  that 
while  no  effurts  were  spared  by  this  department,  and  by  the  entire 
BtafF,  promptly  to  supply  the  necessary  quota  of  arms,  yet  the  unex- 
pected obstacles  which  the  grent  financial  pressure  threw  in  their 
way  have  preventeil  the  anticipated  euccess  for  the  time  being.  It 
is,  however,  a  cause  for  congratulation,  that  while  the  reports  show 
a  considerable  deficiency,  yet  the  entire  armament  is  by  no  means 
insleiiifirnrit. 

The  iuimeuse  iinmigration  of  the  past  year,  composed  largely  of 
those  who  deceived  by  official  promises  of  protection  hdd  anticipated 
no  occasion  fnr  personal  ilefence,  reiidily  a<-raiuntB  for  this  deficiency. 
In  oar  disappointment  we  may  reji'ice  that  the  effect  of  the  organiia- 
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tioD,  with  bU  its  iinperfccUiina,  has  been  in  the  highest  degree  aatis- 
factor;.  The  kuuo'leilge  that  hd  <iutr»gcd  iwople  hajl  at  length 
banileil  theinsfelves  tngether,  aluiust  tu  a  man,  fur  the  pnitccliiin  of 
the  must  saoreti  right*  uf  freeidcn,  «od  were  ready  to  ilie  iu  their  lie- 
fence,  haa  most  uiauifeslly  deti-md  an  urgnuixei)  iuvasion.  VntiDg- 
lists  ready  mauufiwdin.'il  atid  false  returns  have  liecn  made  to  supply 
its  plikco ;  against  iliU  the  organ ization  oould  affurd  no  protection. 

It  reuiains  to  In:  aemi  w;  ile  of  Kansas  will  have  aaj 

further  u«e  fur  iliia  urgaui  nlwayB  true  that  the  snmt 

way  to  prevent  mi  ovil  ix  to  meet  il,  and  three  years' 

eipericnee  in  ihe  piist  sh  not  to  indulge  in  any  pre- 

mature feeliof^  of  seciiri"  In  view  <)f  positihle  eonlin- 

gencies,  this  ilt'partiiicnt  'S  tlmt  it  will  still  coutioua 

lie  exertions  to  furnish  the  .'lion  iiuJ  defence  lo  all  who 

may  be  deBtitoiv  uf  them,  first  to  supply  those  Incali- 

ties  [Host  eiposed  tu  iuvm 

E.  B.  WiriTMAN, 
QiuirttrnuaUr'Qcatrltl  Katwu  yaiunUen. 

Approved :  J.  II.  Lane,  Organiier. 

Mr.  Wliitman   replied  as  follows   to    Brown's    letter  of 
Octuber  5 :  — 

Lawiibncb,  Oct.  24,  1957. 

Mv  DEAR  Friend,  — ^Yonr  first  two  meiicngers  are  wck  at 
Treiiiiiseh.  I  heliied  thein  start  buck  witli  the  inforimitiou  that  you 
pbuuld  siHin  hear  from  ine,  but  they  were  taken  siek  on  their  way. 
Mr.  Tidd  hna  been  wailing  sonic  time  fur  me  to  receive  rcmittanees 
from  tlio  East ;  but  as  the  crisis  approaeliw  I  feel  in  a  hurry  to  get 
him  off.  You  are  wanted  here  a  week  from  Tuesday,  I  will  wMt 
uri  longer,  hut  hy  great  pcrsimal  exertion  have  raised  on  my  personal 
resjioiisibiUty  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  General  Lane  will  send 
teams  from  Fiklld  City,  so  that  yon  may  get  yunr  goods  all  in. 
Leave  none  liehind  if  you  can  help  It.  Come  direct  to  this  place  and 
see  me  Iiefore  you  make  any  disposition  of  yoor  pinnder,  except  to 
keep  it  safe.  Make  the  Tahor  people  wail  fur  whnt  you  owe  them. 
Tliei/  must.  Make  the  money  I  send  nnsirer  to  (rot  here,  and  I  hope 
by  that  time  to  have  more  for  you.  Sir.  Tidd  will  CKpIiiin  nil. 
Very  truly  yonrs, 

E.  B.  Wnn-MAN." 

Finally,  this  correspondence  closes  with  a  letter  from 
Lane. 

1  Indorsed  by  Bronn  :  "Received  at  Tabor,  Not.  1." 
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FALLa  Crrr,  Oct.  80,  1857, 
Dear  Sir,  —  By  great  wicrifice  we  have  raieed,  and  scud  by  M( 
Tidd,  uue  hundred  aud  fifiy  dulliire.     I  trust  iliU  muury  will  bo  u 
l<>  get  tbti  guns  tt>  Kuuaus,  ur  hb  near  aa  possiblu.     If  you  c 
th«ln  to  thU  jwint,  we  will  try  to  gut  them  uu  !□  some  way. 
jirnbability  is  Kansas  will  never  need  the  guns.     One  thing  i 
iHiu :  if  tliey  are  tu  Ji>  her  any  giKHt,  it  will  be  in  ibe  uuit  few  duytj 
Let  Duthing  interfere  in  briuging  tbein  uu. 

Yours,  J.  H.  Lam&I 

Brovn  accepted  this   invitation,   and  entered   Karisaajj 
but  without  the  rifleu,  and  with  only  a  part  of  bis  otlu 
supplies. 

These    tedious  delays   in   the  armed   expedition  uiid< 
Brown's  direction,   from   which   the   Massachusetts  Con 
mittee  and  the  loajority  of  the  National  Corainittee  hope 
so  much,  were  very  annoying  to  Brown  himself,  —  move  si 
as  it  happened,  than  to  those  who  had  placed  the  arms  t 
money  in  his  hands.     "  God  protects  us  in  winter,"  h 
told  his  Massachusetts  friends ;   and  the   same  protection^ 
was  extended  throughout  the  whole  year  1857  to  the  [ 
farmers  of  Kansas,  who  bad  suffered  in  1856  to  tbe  verge 
of  ruin.     Tbe  resignation  of  Governor  Geary  in  Klarch  and 
the  appointment  of  Governor  Walker  ba<)  not  led,  as  was 
feared,  to  a  repetition  of  the  scenes  of  Shannon's  adminis- 
tration.    Peace  was  preserved,  emigrants  flocked  into  Kan- 
sas, and  the  political  campaign  which  ended  in  the  October 
election  had  a  result  unexpectedly  favorable  to  the  Fre* 
Stitte  men.     Consequently  the  rifles  and  cannon  of  Brownfl 
were  not  needed,  and  bat  few  of  them  ever  were  carried'^ 
into  Kansas.     Had  he  gone  in  with  them  in  June,  as  h 
pocted,  the  result  would  not  have  V)een  materially  differertt, 
although  hia  presence  would  have  given  more  r.onfidpnce  to 
the  radical  wing  in  the  Free-State  party,  which  ultimate 
triumphed.     In  truth.  Brown  had  done  his  work  duri 
summer  of  1856 —  that  season  of  hardship  and  terror  — 
thoroughly  that  there  was  no  need  to  continue  it  i. 
When  resumed  in  1858-^9,  it  was  chiefly  to  protect  the 
settlers  in  the    border  counties,  and  to  aid  tbe  escape  of 
■lav«fi  iu  llissouri.     What  Browa  thought  and  ielt  tlunug 
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this  year  of  inaction  may  be  inferred  from  these  letters, 
which  begin  with  his  final  departure  from  New  Englaud  in 
April :  — 

John  Brown  to  hit  Famil]/  and  Friendt. 

Kew  Havkn,  Conn,,  April  23,  1857. 

tier  of  the  6th  and  8(11  inst. 
'rule  for.  I  now  expect  to 
I  would  be  very  glad  to 
.earn  and  meet  ine  nt  West- 
ire  for  me  at  Mr.  Judd'e, 
e,  and  to  liave  sotiir-  things 
it«.     If  I  ain  not  fuuud  at 


Dear  CHiLiinEN,  —1 
Will  endeavor  in  pel  thi 
buy  the  place  of  FrHukl 
have  some  of  ilie  friend- 
port  as  Boon  fts  tliia  is 
Elizabethtown.  I  want 
taken  out.  Have  but  a 
Westport,  wait  a  little  I 

You. . ather, 

John  Brows. 

Veboennim,  Vt,.  May  13,  1857. 
Oeobor  I..  Stearns,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. 

My  REAK  SiH,  —  ...  Ill  regard  to  the  eecnrity  you  mention, 
for  being  responsihlc  for  .Colonel  Carter,  I  will  say,  it  is  nioBl  reason- 
able ;  but  as  I  deem  it  niinit  uncertain  what  will  become  of  things  I 
carry  into  the  war,  and  as  I  neeii  arms  "  more  tlian  I  do  bread,"  I 
pnipose  not  to  draw  on  you  for  the  amount  named,  —  thirteen  hun- 
dred dollars,  —  and  will  not. 

Tliis,  I  trust,  will  bo  entirely  satisfact^iry  to  yon,  and  a  vastly  bet- 
ter eecuTity.  I  ain  exceeding  gUd  of  the  arrangement  with  Colonel 
Carter,  whom  I  have  written.  I  leave  here  for  the  Weat  to-day, 
with  health  some  improved,  and  shull  be  much  graii6ed  with  getting 
a  line  fr>m  you,  addressed  to  Orson  M.  Oriait,  Es(|.,  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  Please  remember  mo  to  Mrs.  S.,  family,  and  other  frienda ; 
and  believe  me 

Your  sincere  friend, 

John  Brown. 

The  allusion  above  is  to  the  generous  offer  of  Mr.  Stearns 
to  guarantee  the  payment  for  two  hundred  revolvers,  made 
by  him  in  these  letters  of  May,  1857 :  — 

Mill  4.  .1  have  written  fn  Colonel  Cnrtpr  that  I  will  be  responsi- 
ble for  the  payment  of  thirteen  hundred  doHare  for  two  hundred 
revolvers,  ae  you  propose,  and  have  requeeted  him  to  write  to  jnmi  if 
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be  itcccpl!  my  propnaal.'  Tf  be  does  duI,  I  wU!  write  to  yoQ  agnii 
If  I  pn;  for  iheae  revolvers,  I  nhall  expect  tliHt  nil  ihc  arms  and 
niimitinD,  riSeii  as  wcU  as  r«vi>lvers,  not  used  fi>r  tlic  (lefeii< 
KiLDsuB,  Bhult  be  held  n«  plt'ilgeil  tn  me  for  ibe  {iiiyineut  uf  t 
nmrmnt.  To  this  our  cumiiiittte  have  ussdiited  by  a  vole  pafseil  o 
Hutimlnf ,  and  1  have  no  doubt  you  wD!  ii.-(8ent  l*i  it.  If  yuu  dn  out, 
let  loe  know  your  reiwoua. 

Mag  6.    I  think  you  ought  w  go  to  Knugjia  na  siKjn  as  p<i88ible, 
and  give  Robinsuu  and  the  rest  miiiic  bar^klxiiie. 

Maif  11.  I  uiii  gliid  lu  know  that  yuu  are  ou  ycior  way  to  KansH 
Ihn  Frce-Stato  leaders  iie»l  sutncliudy  to  talk  to  tbetn.  1  bope  ; 
will  see  Conway  very  soou  atUrr  yuur  urrival.  I  did  not  eiqxict  y 
to  reliiro,  or  bold  pledged  lo  uie,  any  ariiis  you  useil  il 
ouly  suoh  aa  were  not  used. 

Truly  your*, 

Oeiirge  L.  STBABRBt] 


Although  Mr.  Stearns  Lad  given  authority  to  draw  t 
him  for  seven  thotiaand  dollars  during  1857,  what  Johl 
Brown  actually  did  was  to  abstain  from  drawing  for  a  d 
lar,  to  take  nothing  from  this  abundance  either  for  1 
own  comforts  or  the  wants  of  his  famUy,  but  to  push  tor- 
ward  with  the  work  he  had  undertaken,  burdened  in  heart, 
hut  faithful  to  the  trust  his  friends  reposed  in  him.  They, 
alas  1  were  not  always  so  thoughtful  for  hiui  as  he  for  them ; 
they  did  not  consider  that  the  promises  of  rich  men  to  poor 
men  should  be  kept  not  only  sacredly  but  promptly.  Bu 
diU  jwi  eito  d<it  would  have  been  Greek  to  John  Brown; 
but  the  meaning  of  that  maxim  was  burned  into  hia  soul  by 
the  di^lay  in  that  |>etty  subscription  which  Mr.  Lawrence 
had  undertaken  for  the  relief  of  Brown's  family.  Here  are 
Bome  of  the  letters  which  Mr.  Stearus  and  I  received  from  j 
hiu  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  1857 :  — 


1  Mr  Stenms's  letter  to  Colonel   Carter,  agent  of  thp  llaraacboBttt) 
Arms  Compnny,  w«s  m  follows :  — 

Bamm.  Miy  t, 
Dii4K  HtB.  ~  Bring  ilHilmiii  of  ddlnj  Oiptiiln  Drairn  In  bl<  Knii*aa  milenirtai 


i™«L  unrt  M 


...  b,  ,«y .,, 


fiiUF  iKrinllii  tfnm  dale  nf  .klirrrj. .  Tbli 
Hiih  (a  nt»  ihf  (mount  t.y  ■ulwr1|>tlDii 
Iilcu*  uBtliy  Carl>In  Bmwn  Uitt  ywi  ti> 
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To  Mr.  Steams. 

VeRQisNEs,  Vt.,  May  18,  1857. 
Some  A«jt  rit)ee,  while  on  m;  way  bome  [to  North  Elba,  N.  T.], 
■ick  with  fever  ftn<i  ague,  I  got  your  faTor  uf  the  2yth  April,  sayiii|;, 
"  Mr.  Lawrence  ba«  rtcrepj  with  me  thai  the  one  ibuutand  lUillarx 
rIiuII  be  made  up.  and  will  v 


up. 

row,  to  Hay  thai  he  cmu  i 
getting  home  1  agreed 
'i'homp«i)D)  wh.i  had  barjr 
end  years  ngo,  and  ]>.-iid  t 
iinpruvementB  im  it,  that 
due  K|r.  Smith  (same  twi 
aboQt  eight  hundred  dcdl. 
tu  pay  fur  anbilier  fivnn 
Ldwlun,  and  were  unable  t. 


9  Genrit  Smith  to-day  or  W-mor- 
inooey  from  him."  After 
Ig  men  (by  the  name  of 
.  Siiiitli  fur  the  fnrm  mt-  ' 
it,  iiud  who  had  made  the 
:he  farm,  \>v)  the  balance 
lars),  and  the  remainder, 
which  wuuld  enable  tbem 
A  Uifore  bought  of  a  Mr. 
lays  ago 


nf   Ger 


.    Suiitli)    t 


me  there,  on  my  way  West,  and  have  the  thing  completed.  I 
will  Titiv  say  ("  frankly,"  as  you  suggest)  that  I  most  ask  to  have 
the  one  thousand  dollars  made  up  at  oiKf,  and  forwarded  ti 


of  git 


tting  up  any  subecripiion 
fur  ine  (although  I  was  siifGcieully  needy,  as  God  knows),  nor  had 
I  a  thought  of  further  burdening  either  of  my  dear  friends  Stearns  or 

To  F.  B.  Sanborn. 

Peterboro',  N.  Y.,  May  16,  18B7. 
Your  most  kind  letter  of  the  26th  of  April  I  did  not  get  till 
within  the  last  two  or  three  days,  and  then  I  was  on  my  way 
West,  full  of  cares,  and  in  feeble  health.  I  have  jusi  written  my 
fricud  Stearns  a  letter  of  explannlion,  in  which  1  frankly  ask  that 
the  one  thousand  dollars'  donation  I  wjis  so  generously  encouraged 
to  expect  for  the  permanent  assistance  of  my  wife  and  children  be, 
under  the  circuinst-incea  as  so  eiplaiued,  promptly  raised.  This, 
I  think,  inurh  the  cheapest  and  nuinl  proper  way  to  provide  &r 
them,  and  far  leas  humiliating  to  my  wife,  wlio,  though  not  above 
getting  lier  bread  over  tlie  WHshlub,  will  never  tell  her  trials  or  her 
wants  to  the  world.  This  I  know  by  the  experience  of  the  past  two 
years,  while  I  was  absent ;  but  I  would  never  utter  a  syllable  in  re- 
gard to  it,  were  I  not  eonseions  that  I  am  perforiuing  that  service 
which  is  equally  the  duly  of  millions,  who  need  not  for^o  a  single 
hearty  dinner  by  the  efforts  they  are  called  on  Ui  make.  I  did  not 
mean  to  burden  my  friends  Steams  and  Laivieuee  further  wiili  the 
thing.     I  do  not  love  to  "  rkie  free  horses  till  they  fall  down  dead." 
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In  reply  to  Krown's  letter  of  May  13,  Mr.  Stearns  wrote 
on  the  19th  a  letter  containing  this  passage,  —  tlie  lefereuce 
to  Gerrit  Smith  on  my  authority  being  understood  by  me 
to  concern  Brown's  main  work,  and  not  this  purchase  o£. 
land  :  — 

Boston,  May  10,  1857. 

Your  GiTor  of  thn  13th  was  received  jefterdnj.     Mr.  Lftwreno*^ 
agreed  wilb  ine  tliat  ihe  one  ihouBuud  dulUra  ebuuld  be  made  up  for 
yuu,  and  requesttsl  ine  to  write  you  s<>.     The  next  day  he  wot  me  * 
nutf^  Btntitig  tliat  he  had  written  to  Mr.  Smith  to  receive  fr'Oii  liiui  six 
hundred  dolkrB,  and  let  you  mortgage  for  fiiur  hundred  dollars. 
lenni  lo-duy  froiu  Mr.  Snoboni  that  Gerrit  Smith  lutejiils  tu 
in  lliis,  and  algu  obtain  HOiuethiud;  fiir  your  enterprise  in  his  neigh' 
borliood.      My  ngreement  with  Mr.  Lawrence  was  tliat  he  h)Lviii|fU 
five  hundred  and  fift^  dollars  inwards  the  oue  thousand  diillurs,  I 
would  be  respousible  for  ouc-half  of  the  defieieoey,  if  lie  would 
provide  the  other  half, -and  when  he  returns  1  aliall  tell  him  he  must 
fnllil  the  Bgreeiueui  with  ue.     Ue  will  be  home  the  Ist  of  Juno. 


To  this  Brown  replied  at  once  :  — 

AzBON,  Obio,  Hay  2S,  1867.    ' 
OEnsoB  L.  Steasnb,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mus. 

My  DRAE  Sir,  —  On  my  arrival  at  Clevchiml  yeslPrday.  I  founi 
wilb  O.  H.  OriHtt,  E»q.,  your  favors  of  the  16ih  uud  lihh  iuM.     t^ 
hsd  mnde  no  previous  arraugemeut  with  Mr.  Smith  about  the  landi 
other  ihun  to  ss;  that  I  wanted  the  contract  with  the  ThumpsonA  i1 
made  over  to  me  ou  payineul,  or  ti>  thst  effect.     He  had  given  me  DO 
enrou  rape  men  t  of  niiy  help  alMiut  il  fnnn  himj  and  when  I  i 
of  tlie  Thompsons  there,'  all  I  cuald  di)  wns  to  get  birth  pnrties  to 
agree  to  the  arrangement,  and  to  wait  until  the  money  could  get  on 
fn>in  Boston.      Mr.  Suiitb  had  before  written  me  that  his  last  year's 
efforts  for  Kansas  bad  embarntsseJ  him,  but  that  when  the  struggle 
WHS  reuewed  he  would  do  all  he  could.     He  gare  me  fifty  dollars^ 
Mrs,  9.  ten  dollars  and  some  little  useful  articles ;  Peterboro'  frienJi    ■ 
gave  me  thirty-one  dollars,  and  I  came  on  with  the  undentnnding 
that  probably  the  tbimsaiid  dollars  would  soou  be  sent  on  to  Sir. 
Smith.      I  lost  about  one  week  on  my  way  to  my  family  with  ague 
and  lever,  and  left  home  feeble,  and  am  still  so.     I  eoulil  promise 
Colonel  Carter  no  more  than  pay  for  primiugs,  which  I  had  not  bar-J 
gained  for.     I  shall  redeem  uiy  jiromise  to  you  as  soon  m  1 1 

1  AtFrtwboto'. 
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ll»»7. 


to  do  M.  Plfitse  write  me  nprt  W  Dr.  Jcbsb  Bowen,  Iowa  City, 
Iowa,  on  envelope  1  eend  injr  eanicst  good  wishei  to  Mrs.  8.  a.'uil 
the  childraD.  Am  dianji pointed  in  not  baviug  Mr.  Footer  and  child 
for  company. 

Very  reapeftfully  your  fiit'iid, 

John  Beows. 


Upon  this  statemei 
to  Mr.  Lawrence  tb? 
once.  To  this  propo 
mean  time  wrote  tu  K 


:,  Mr.  Stearns  proposed 
should  be  sent  on  at 
lly  assented,  but  in  the 

follows ;  — 


-Idii* 


June  3  [1857]. 
\o  any  more  tliau  to  write  & 
"  hending  "  for  a  subwrri]  u  Browu,  and  subscribe  for 

myself.     But  he  was  d-s.  np  do  mcirp,  and  I  have,  as 

the  paper  shows.  I  wish  I  could  do  tho  whole.  But  I  am  behiod- 
hsnd  in  everything.  My  business  extends  through  a  large  part  of 
the  twenty-fuuv  hours,  and  prevents  my  devoting  as  much  time  as 
would  be  dcHirable  to  push  on  this  and  similar  goixl  priiji^ts  for 
individual  advantage.  If  Captain  Brown  sliould  be  iiillfd  or  dis- 
abled, then  1  should  l>e  held  fi>r  the  one  thousand  dollars.' 
YfUrs  truly, 

A.  A.  Lawbence. 


Hr 


«os,  Ohio,  May  27,  1857. 
IDSG,  —  ...  I  have  got 


Dear  Wife  ano  CHtLDREr 

Salmon's  letter  of  the  ISlh  instant,  and  ain  mucb  obliged  for  it. 
There  is  some  pri«peet  that  Ou'cn  will  go  on  with  me.  If  I  should 
never  return,  it  is  my  particular  request  that  no  other  monument 
bo  used  til  keep  rne  in  remembrance  than  the  same  plain  one  that 
records  the  death  of  my  gniudfather  and  son  ;  and  that  a  short  story, 
like  thuse  already  on  it,  be  told  of  John  Brown  the  fifth,  under  that 
of  grandfather.  I  think  I  have  several  good  reasons  for  this.  I 
wiiuld  be  glad  that  my  posterity  should  not  only  remember  their 
parentage,  but  also  the  cause  they  labored  in.  I  do  not  eitpect  ti) 
leave  these  parts  under  four  or  five  days,  and  will  try  to  write  again 

>  I  take  it  thid  last  scnt«iire  implies  thst  Rrotrn  was  K">ng  to  "  brar 
arms,"  that  lie  was  on  a  dangerous  erranii.  anrl  thiit  Mr.  1  jih  trni-e  approved 
of  what  he  nan  going  to  do  uith  tlie  .irnia  nnil  itioni'y  ill  liLs  hands.  At  this 
time  there  was  no  talk  of  the  Virginia  plan,  nor  diii  any  properly  of  tliB 
Kansas  Commillee  go  for  that  pUn,  —  but  the  profwrty  of  individual  mem- 
ben  who  gave  it  frorly,  knowing  vbat  mijfbt  bu  don«  with  it. 
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before  I  go  oB.     I  ain  much  confused  iu  mind,  and  cai 
what  I  wUh  to  write.     Mny  God  ubuodaoUy  bless  yoi 
Your  utfectiuQute  liUBUaud  uud  father. 


These  letters  are  all  brief  and  to  the  point. 

Wassontillb,  Iowa,  July  17.  1857. 
Deak  Wife  and  Children,  every  one,  —  Siuce  I  lust  wro 
1  have  made  but  little  progress,  having  teams  aud  wagoos  to  rig  a 
iind  lutu],  aud  getting  a  horstt  hurt  prtity  badly.    Slill  wc  shall  get  01 
just  as  well  and  as  fust  as  Providence  intmids,  and  I  hope  ve  mULf^ 
h)1  bn  satisfied  with  that.      We  hear  of  but  little  that  is  iulcresting  1 
frma  Kansas.     It  will  be  a  great  privilege  to  hear  from  home  again; 
and  I  would  give  anything  to  know  that  I  should  be  pCTniillsd  to  l 
sc«  you  all  again  iu  this  life.     But  God's  will  be  done.    To  his.  I 
infinite  grace  I  commend  you  all. 

Your  affeetiunata  husbnod  and  father, 

John  Browh.  i 


Taboh,  Iuwa,  a 


8,  1867. 


*,  Esq., 


My  dear  Sir,  —  In  eonsequenfe  of  ill-health  and  other  hin- 
drances too  numerous  and  unplcu«unt  to  write  aliout,  the  least  of 
which  has  not  been  the  lack  of  aiifficient  means  for  freight  bills  iind 
other  eipenees,  I  have  never  as  jet  returned  to  Kansas.     ', 
been  uuavuidiible,  unless  1  returned  withont  se^^nriug  thi.'  principal   ■ 
object  for  whieh  I  came  bai-k  from  the  Tcrrilory ;  and  1  am  now  J 
waiting  for  teams  and  means  to  come  from  thtre  to  enable  n 
(tn.'     I  obtained  two  teams  aud  wngons,  as  I  talked  of,  at  a  cost  of  1 
seven  hundred  aud  eighty-six  dollars,  but  waa  obliged  to  hire  a  ] 
teamster  and  to  drive  one  team  myself.     This  unexpectM  intreaae  iif  J 
lalxir,  together  with  being  murh  i-r  the  time  qnite  unwell  and  do- 
pressed  with  disapiKiinlments  and  delays,  lias  prevented  my  writing 
BiHiner.     Indeed,  I  bad  pretty  mireh  determined  not  to  write  till  I 
should  do  it  frnin  Katsas.     I  will  tell  you  some  of  my  disappoint- 
ments.    1  was  flattered  with  the  expectation  of  getting  one  thouHUid  _ 
dollars  from  Hartford  City  and  also  one  thousand  dollars  from 
Haven.     Frr>m  IlartRjrd  I  did  get  about  two  hundred  and  sixty  di 
lars,  and  a  little  over  in  some  repair  of  arms-     From  New  HaveD  ^ 
got  twenty-five  dollars:  at  any  rate,  that  is  all  t  can  get  any  adrlot 
oC      Gerrit  Smith  suppliud  me  with  three  hundred  and  fifty  dolIaHj 

>  Have  Un  and  at  Nefanaka  City  liva  Utll  IomU. 


412  UI-'E  AND  LETTERS  OF  JOHN   BBOWN.  [1887. 

or  I  eonld  not  have  reached  this  place.  H«  eieo  loaned  mc  ime  liuo- 
dred  and  ten  dullara  to  pay  to  the  ThcmpsonB  who  were  disappiiinic^ 
of  getting  their  money  for  the  farm  I  hfui  ngreed  fitr  and  gut  potisee- 
siun  of  fur  qm.  1  Imve  been  cosliiiiiall]'  heariug  froia  them  thai  I 
have  notfulfiOtd,  and  that  I  UJd  thein  1  shi.uld  ni.t  leave  the  couuiry 
till  the  thing  was  wjinplcted.  This  hna  esoeedingly  inortififd  me.  I 
could  tell  yoa  much  more  IihJ  I  mnm  and  time.  Have  not  given  up. 
Will  write  more  when  1  g 

John  Brown. 


TADon,  STV,  Iowa,  Ang.  13,  186T- 

Maeh  aa  I  love  to  coinmi  lU,  il  i»  (rtUl  a  great  burden 

toi  me  to  writ*  when  I  ha  intereft  to  say,  snd  when 

there  is  Bomcthiug  to  be  active  aooiii.  Since  I  left  New  England  I 
have  had  a  i^inkI  deal  (if  ill-health ;  and  having  in  good  meHsuro  ex- 
hausted ray  available  means  toward  purchaaing  such  puppliea  as  I 
should  certainly  need  if  Hgiiin  called  luto  active  servioe,  auil  without 
which  1  could  accomplish  next  to  nothing,  1  had  to  begin  my  jour- 
ney back  with  not  inure  than  half  money  at  any  time  to  bear  my 
ex{*cn9es  lhn>ugh  and  pay  my  freights.  This  being  the  case,  1  was 
obliged  to  8t<jp  nt  different  points  on  the  way,  and  to  gi>  to  others  off 
the  route  to  solicit  help.  At  moat  pLicea  I  raised  a  little ;  but  it 
consumed  my  lime,  and  my  unavoidable  ex|>enses  so  nearly  kept 
pace  with  my  incomes  that  I  found  it  exceedingly  discouraging. 
With  the  help  of  Gerrit  Sn.ith,  who  supplied  me  with  sixty  dolbirs 
at  I'eterboro',  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  at  Chicago,  and 
other  smaller  amounts  from  others,  I  waa  able  to  [ray  freights  and 
other  expenses  to  this  place;  hiring  a  inan  to  drive  oue  team,  and 
drivinc  amither  mytwlf;  and  h:id  about  twenty-five  dollani  on  hand, 
with  about  one  hundred  dcdkra"  wurth  of  provisions,  when  I  reached 
here.  Among  all  the  goml  friends  who  had  promised  to  go  with  me, 
MOt  one  could  I  get  to  slick  by  me  and  assist  me  on  my  way  through. 
I  have  picked  up,  at  differi'nt  times  on  the  way,  considerable  value 
in  articles  (indispensable  in  active  service)  which  were  scattered  on 
the  way,  and  bad  been  provided  either  by  or  for  the  National  Com- 
mittee. On  reaching  here  I  found  one  hundred  and  ten  dollars,  sent 
me  by  IiTt.  Whitman,  from  sale  of  articles  in  Kansas,  sent  there  by 
the  National  Committee.  This  is  all  the  money  I  have  got  from 
them  on  tbcii'  appropriation  at  New  York.  On  the  road  one  of  tny 
horses  hurt  himself  sn  badly  that  I  lost  about  ten  days  in  conse- 
quoDce,  not  being  in  condition  to  go  on  without  him,  or  to  buy  or  t» 
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hire  another.  I  fiud  tbe  arnia  aud  aujinunilion  voted  ine  by  I 
MitssacIiQEiette  Slat«  Cuminilieo  nenrl;  nil  here,  nnd  in  iniddlmg  g 
urder, — Huine  a  little  rusted.  Hnve  overhauled  aud  oleaued  up 
wur^  of  them,  aoil  am  now  waiting  to  kmiw  whM  h  beat  i 
next,  or  fur  a  little  Mcurt  from  Kuushb,  Bhould  I  aud  the  Buppllei 
iiciilcd.  I  am  now  al  lust  within  a  kiuti  uf  Laitiug  diiiiuiioe  of  tt 
Fiee-Stnte  fricuda  iu  Kausos, 

On  the  way  from  Iowa  City  I  and  my  third  son  (the  hired  ii 
mentioued),  in  order  tu  make  the  litllu  futuls  we  hiul  rt-aeli  as  fiir  ai 
possible,  and  to  avoid  notice,  lived  exclasively  uu  ht-rriug,  mkU 
crackers,  and  sweetened  water  fur  mom  tlian  thrve  wwks  (Almping  . 
every  night  in  our  wagiiu!'),  cxoept  that  twice  we  got  a  littlu  uiil' 
and  A  few  times  some  boiled  eggs.    "Early  in  the  mmttm,  in  outi 
t|uence  of  the  pour  (incwarHgeiiieiit  I  inci  with,  and  of  ihelr  o 
lossps  and  aiifibriogs,  my  sons  dedinud  lu  return ;  aud  my  wift  wrote  | 
me  ns  follows :   "  The  boys  have  all  detenniutid  bulli  to  practise  aud 
learn  war  no  JDore."    This  1  said  unthing  nbout,  Ic^t  it  should  pre- 
vent my  getting  any  further  Kiipplius.    Aft«r  leaving  Now  England 
I  coold  not  get  fhv  Miratoli  of  a  pou  to  teli  whether  anything  li 
itiPU  deposited  at  Hartfiird,  (Wim  New  Haveu  and  other  i>la(H;a, 
me  or  not;  until,  since  I  oauie  here,  a  line  comes  from  Mr.  Cullcud 
dated  24th  July,  saying  nothing  has  been  deposited,  in  answer 
one  I  hud  written  Jane  22,  in  which  he  further  says  he  baa  an- 
swered all  my  letters.     The  parting  with  my  wife  and  young  anrtl- 
UL-aicd  children,  without  income,  supplies  of  eluthiug,  provisions,  or 
even  a  cimfortable  bouse  to  live  in,  or  money  to  provide  such  tilings, 
with  at  least  a  fair  chance  that  it  was  to  be  a  Jast  and  final  teparof  i 
Hon,  had  lain  heavily  on  me,  and  was  about  as  much  a  matter  <if  self-  f 
sncriBre  nnd  «elf- devotion  on  the  part  of  my  wife  as  on  my  own,  sod  I 
about  aa  much  her  act  as  my  own.     When   Mr.  Lawrence,  of  hi»l 
own  accord,  proposmd  relieving  me  on  that  score,  it  greatly  e 
burdened  spirit ;  but  I  did  not  rely  upon  it  afuolutely,  nor  make  nay  M 
certain  bargtun  on  the  strength  of  it,  until  after  1)eiug  fxieilively  as- n 
siired  by  Mr.  Steams,  in  writing,  that  it  should,  and  by  yourself  that 
It  would,  certainly  be  done. 

|K>or  condition  of  my  nnbh'-heBrted  wife  and  of  her 


young  children  that  made  n 


I  foil 


'  up  that  enci-uniReini-ol  with  a 


tenacity  that  diiigusted  him  and  nunplctply  exlmnsti-d  I 
But  aftpT  such  rep<»ted  assurancw  from  fricudu  I  so  mnch  r«9pect«| 
that  I  could  not  suspeut  thpy  would  trifle  with  my  feelings,  I  ir 
a  positive  bnrgnin  for  the  farm;   and  when  1  found  nothing  ( 

1  Peterbiiro',   I  borrowed  one  hundred  and  ten  dollars  of  Mr. 

Smith  for  the  men  who  occupied  the  fann,  Idling  hiui  it  would  oer- 

\;  lainly  be  refunded,  and  the  others  that  they  wouIdTgft  all  th«i 


414  Lli'E  AKD  LETTEBS  OF  JOHM  BKOWS 


initvey  verj  euon,  sud  even  befure  I  left  tli«  wuntry.  This  ha* 
brought  tne  uiily  pxtretiie  uiordHciLtiuu  and  depression  (if  foeUog ; 
for  all  vaj  letlvre  fruiii  Itnuie,  up  lu  the  Usl,  eity  nut  a  dim«  btw 
been  ptud  in  ti>  Mr.  Smith.  FrJeudH  nbo  never  know  tbe  lack  of 
A  8Uii)ptuouB  diimcr  little  coinprohoml  the  viilue  of  such  trilling 
iiMttL'rs  U>  pei'sous  circuiiistiiDaed  as  1  am.  Uut,  in;  nuble-henrted 
frieud,  I  am  "  thoii^lj  fnint,  yet  parsuiug."  M;  heiUlh  liiu  be«0 
tnucli   better  <if  hiio.     ]  ixiet;  and   disoounigeineattt 

bad  Homethin^  t<.i  d<)  wii  run  <if  ftver  and  nguc  I  hiivs 

hud,   ae  it  tctidi'd   la  de\  ep  and  to  debiliiuio  me.     I 

intend  thia  leittr  an  a  kii  my  progress  and  auccesa,  as 

much  fur  yoUT  cuiiiiiiiltei  iteams  as  yuurself.     1  have 

been  juined  by  a  frieud  re,  and  get  no  diaouuraging 

newe  frum  KauBaa.  id, 

J.  Bkown. 


Dear  Wife  and  Childeen,  every  one,  —  t  have  just  received 
the  letter  of  Henry  and  Buth,  of  2t>th  and  27th  July,  euelnsing  use 
from  Mr.  Day.  We  are  very  glaii  t<)  learu  lliat  all  were  well  bo 
lately ;  and  I  am  pleaded  to  discover  tliat  Mr.  Day  la  willing  I 
should  pay  Henry,  if  I  Imve  any  funds  of  his  in  iny  hands.  Tiiis  I 
shall  certainly  tr^  to  do,  should  that  prove  to  be  the  case.  I  do  not 
know  how  that  is,  aa  I  have  nut  yet  haii  time  to  overhaul  some 
papers  left  by  me  last  fall  in  my  old  chest  with  Owen.  Shall  try 
to  do  tliat  Boon.  I  wrote  home  from  here  week  before  lust,  on  Satur- 
day. Since  then  we  have  been  wajtlng  either  for  news  or  for  a  small 
escort  of  men  and  teams  to  go  with  us.  We  get  no  special  news 
from  the  West  as  yet.  We  are  beginning  to  take  lesBons,  and  have 
(we  think)  a  very  capable  teacher.  Should  no  disturbance  occur, 
we  may  possibly  tliiuk  liesl  lo  work  bark  eastward  ; '  cannot  deter- 
iniot!  yet.  I  hope  y<in  will  continue  to  write  mo  here  till  I  sny  lo 
yuu  where  else;  and  I  want  you  to  give  tne  all  the  particulars  oon- 
ceming  your  welfare.     God  bless  you  all  '■ 

N.  Hawkins. 

T*BOR.  Fbbmost  ConNTii-,  Iowa.  Sept.  12,  1857. 
Dear  Wipe  ani>  Children,  evert  one,  —  It  is  now  nearly  two 
weeks  since   I  havp  wen  anything  fnim  home,  and  about  its  long 
aince  I  wrote.  .  .  .  We  get  nothing  very  definite  from  Kansaa  yet, 

'  Here  is  the  first  intimation  in  these  lettera  of  a  purpose  to  n«e  hit 
armed  force   against  slavery  in   the  eastern  States,  as  he  di<i  ttrv  yean 
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bni  ihink  we  shall  ia  the  course  uf  another  week.  .  ,  .  Out  k  a 
kinit"  letter  fn>iu  Mr.  F.  ]i.  Situborn  yestpnUy ;  bIbo  oho  fnim  I 

iBliiir,  whCTt"  Oliver  waa  living.  You  prolmbly  havr  but  lillle  ii 
of  iny  anxiety  to  gut  iMler*  fnnn  you  unnstnally  ;  unA  il  w«  " 
uip  great  saliafuMion  to  karu  that  you  nil  regularly  iittend  to  n?adin){ 
your  Itiblcs,  Kud  thut  foil  are  alt  jiUDOtual  to  attuiid  meetings  un 
Sabbath  days.  I  do  Dot  roinember  ever  H)  hnw  heard  any  one  eoia- 
ptun  of  the  lime  he  IjhJ  liiet  in  that  wny. 

Yuur  ulfccliuiiate  huabiind  and  lather, 

John  Browm.I 

Of  all  the  Brown  family  who  had  settled  in  Kansas  two  ^ 
years  before,  there  now  reinaiued    ouly  the   household  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Adair,  Brown's  brother-in-law,  who  wrote  hin 
at  Tabor  thus :  — 

OsAWATOMIB,  K,  T.,  OeU  2.  I85T. 
Ma.  J.  B. 

Deab  FtUEND,  —  Yoiira  of  September  5  wu  received  yeBterday,  1 
having  been  iimiled  at  Lawrence  the  day  bcfure.    Your  whercnbuu 
hiul  for  eoioe  time  bi'en  to  us  uukiuiwu.    The  Inter  you  eeni 
Addis"  WHS  fiirwaiilL-dUi  mo  iotho  latter  part  of  JuuL-.i    I  necurcd  li 
■um  of  money  retiuealed,  but  the  iiu-d  fulled  to  go.     I  was 
renee  nbout  a  inuuib  ainop;  Mr.  Whiinjiiu  wu»  KusU     "  Mr.  Addia" 
said  that  tlie  hwt   he  hod  henni  of  you,  you  hiid  gone  to  Chiragit, 
but  expi-etwl  y<iu  would  Man  to  Tabor  again  iMfom  lung ;  thouglit  ■ 
siune  jicTSouB  woubl  go  aud  uteel  yun,  —  Uilked  some  of  gMUg  liiii 
self.     Yi.u  diiuro'inuuh  a  persounl  interview  wiih  nie,  and  also  " 
nitB  information  about  nmUers  aa  thty  "really  are"  now  in 
Territory.    As  to  a  personal  inteniow,  1  should  Iw  liapiiy  to 
one  ;  but  the  stitlo  uf  my  own  health  and  of  my  liimily  forbids  Riy  1 
going  lo  Tabor  nt  pretwnt.     For  nearly  five  wreUa  pust  I  have  spent  J 
most  of  my  time  in  taking  eare  ..f  ihe  sick,  when  able  to  do  nnyihing.  J 
I  had  a  man  hired  to  work  for  me,  who  aboiil  the  1«  of  Septem" 
was  taken  very  sick  (fever  and  internal  inlkinuuition) ;   ha«  bcefl 
better,  and  nuain  woree,  and  is  still  lUngen'US.     1  wns  nhsenl  neurlg 
one  wc'ek  at  Lewmplon,  as  a  witness  in  the  case  of  the  Osiiwntoii 
tiiwn   site;    some  outsiders   having  tried  to  preempt  a  pnrt  of  i     _ 
Hiiil  K.  hint  ft  man  during  my  iiheeore,  to  take  euro  of  the  nick  man.   I 
Sineo  my  relnm  I  have  \Hvn  mneh  troubled  wiili  illiiras,  someiimea  J 
severe  when  I  cxerel<e  mnrh.     Florella  nnd  the  babe  have  very  sott  J 
thruais;  the  babe  is  teething,  has  ehilla  Bomeiimes,  and  reqni; 

1  I  MMNiM  •■  Mr.  A4dU  "  wi.  W,  A.  Phillips 
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much  care.  Charles  and  Emitifi  are  well  M  preBeot.  Mrs.  GorrisoD ' 
and  babe  b&vi?  Leto  wilh  iu  »inup  lh«  iLrsl  of  June  until  lust  we^^k. 
She  came  buck,  wi-m  lo  Lecoui]iliiQ  ti>  iirecinpl  lipr  claiui  in  Juu^^, 
just  before  tho  liuiil-.itfice  closed  ;  bul  did  iml  Buccefd,  bt«uu»u  1 
could  uot  Bwej^r  llial  she  hail  as  a  widow  built,  or  caused  U<  bo 
built,  a  houao  on  the  claim.  The  buuw  her  hiiebttuij  built  ihey 
would  not  reci.giiiii'  as  '"■■■-  ^"X'  i—  'ler  "  as  a  widow."  She  liitd 
to  return   and  have  im<  h  luu  bc«u  done.     She  wtiut 

last  week  and  pret-uiptf  uoU  to  Ohiu.     Forauuuber 

of  weeks   before  she  li  babe   hail    Loth   been   sick. 

Though  we  have  not  ha  among  ilio  inouibere  of  uur 

own  family-priiper,  yet  i  butu  worn  out  tiikibg  c*re  of 

the  sick.     Wo  greatly  I  rest  ujid  quiet.     TUere  is  a 

good   dual   of  Bifkuess  iy  Hiiioug   the   mom   recent 

emigrants.     It  has  been  .  ear  ihau  last.     Sly  corn  uud 

potaloos  are  ahii^ist  an  l-i.,..v  .»ii.hv  Mine  were  plained  varly; 
later  emps  have  douc  better. 

As  to  poliiiial  matters,  I  have  my  own  \'iew«  of  things.  Walker 
has  disgraced  hiuisclf,  —  has  not  fulfilli-d  a  pledge  made  iu  his 
Topcka  si«'ec)i  ;  indeed,  I  never  liad  oinfideuce  to  lielievc  he  would. 
But  tlie  Free-State  men  have  determined  to  go  Into  the  October 
election,  and  many  are  sanguine  iliat  tlicy  will  carry  it.  I  may  be 
diaappoiuled,  but  cannot  sec  things  in  so  favorable  a  light  as  they  do. 
An  invasion  such  as  we  had  iu  '54  and  '33  I  do  not  expect  ;  but 
doubtless  many  voters  from  slave  Slates  will  be  smuggled  iu,  and 
fraudulent  relnrns  will  be  made ;  nor  do  I  supinise  it  will  be  possible 
for  the  Free-State  men  to  show  up  the  frauds  so  as  to  gain  their 
ends.  The  showing  up  of  frauds  does  not  amount  to  much  where 
those  who  are  to  decide  upon  the  frauds  are  abettors  or  perpetrators 
of  them,  and  the  highest  n^wards  are  given  from  headquarters  for 
the  most  bold  and  outrageous  perpetrators.  Hence  I  rather  expect 
that  the  proslavery  men  will  carry  tlie  day  October  5.  If  disap- 
pointed, I  shall  rejoice.  What  course  things  will  lake  if  the  Free- 
State  men  fail,  I  do  not  know.  Some  prophesy  trouble  right  along. 
This  would  not  surprise  me  were  it  to  occur.  But  I  would  deplorw 
a  renewal  of  war.  If  it  is  to  be  cunmeneed  again,  the  boil  had 
better  be  probed  in  the  centre,  at  Wiishington,  where  the  corrup- 
tion is  the  worst.  The  prualavery  men  in  the  Territory  arc  but 
petty  tools. 

No  recent  word  from  Hudson,  Akron,  or  Gniflon.  We  have  now 
a  tri-weekly  mail  to  WestjHirt,  and  also  to  L.iwrence;  maib  gen- 
erally  n-giilar.     1   know  of  no  means  of  sending  you    by  private 

1  Widow  ota  neighlmi  killed  Aiijpist  30,  1856. 
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tlie  euvelupo  as  foa 


euuveyanoe.     Seod  b;  mait,  tuldreesiog  < 

I«qiM!9II«d. 

S.  L.  AsAia. 
P.  S.     A  letter  from  yoa  to  me  Ly  mail  wuuld  probably  reach  tne 

witbuut  mucli  rink- 
Such  letters  depict  the  eveiy-day  situation  of  matters  ia 

Kausas  ut  this  time.    But  Brown  was  meditatii^  a  sti'oke 

wliiuh  stiuuld  accouipliBh  more  thau  the  most  garriiloua 

cbtouiclez  could  narrate. 

Hon.  —  It  will  be  {Jaia  from  tbi  lettara  given  in  tbla  clitplar  that 
Brown  wu  regarded  in  Kaunaii,  at  tlu  oloae  of  1SC>7,  by  all  tbii  leading 
Frre-State  oieu,  and  by  tbtii  friends  in  Nnw  Englaud  uid  New  York,  ai 
nettlier  a  danf^roiu  uor  a  deceicTuI  man.  Tbey  actually  felt  that  reliuice 
npon  biio  whiuli  tliead  lettem  expreia  ;  any  luLuequeut  opinion  of  thvint  t« 
tbe  contrary  itm  vi  aftertlionght.  The  active  hoetility  of  Bobinaon  and 
Q.  W.  Brown  to  Jului  Brown  ixgui  la  ISiS. 


CHAPTEE  Xn. 

;L0sed, 

JOHN  BKOWN'S  >d  plan  of  action  in  Vir- 

ginia was   who  as   be  more  than  once 

declared;  and   it  w  lu  had  long  formed  and 

matured  it  that  he  i  to  the  few  friends  out- 

side of  his  own  ho  sharfd  his  confidence  in 

that  matter.     I  eauii  juierous  these  were ;  but 

beyond  his  family  ana  me  armed  fcinoners  who  accom- 
panied him,  I  have  never  supposed  that  his  Virginia  plan 
was  known  to  fifty  persona.  Even  to  those  few  it  was  not 
fully  communicated,  though  they  knew  that  he  meant  to 
fortify  himself  somewhere  in  the  mountains  of  Virginia  or 
Tennessee,  and  from  that  fastness,  with  his  band  of  sol- 
diers, sally  out  and  emancipate  slaves,  seize  hostages  and 
levy  contributions  on  the  slaveholders.  Moreover,  from  the 
time  he  first  matured  it,  there  were  several  changes  amount- 
ing-at  last  to  an  entire  modification  of  the  scheme.  As  he 
disclosed  it  to  me  in  185S,  in  the  house  of  Gerrit  Smith  at 
Peterboro',  it  was  very  different  from  the  plan  he  had  un- 
folded to  Thomas  aud  to  that  other  Maryland  freedmiin 
Frederick  Douglass,  at  Brown's  own  house  in  Springfield  in 
1847.'  I  h,T,ve  already  quoted  Douglass's  description  of  this 
house  and  its  master,  whose  guest  he  was.  In  respect  to 
hia  disclosure  of  the-great  plan,  Douglass  says  in  his  "  Life 
and  Times  "  (edition  of  1881,  pp.  279-282)  :  — 

"  Cnpiain  Brrnvn  diiitiously  appnmchwl  the  siibjopt  which  he 
wiahinl  to  lirinq  to  my  nttpniion,  fur  he  Hoeineil  I"  appn'hi'iirf  (ippu- 
Bitidn  to  hia  views.     He  (Icnounred  slavery  in  look  and  language 

'  This  hoiiw.  on  Franklin  Street,  north  of  the  railrosd  stntbti.  near  whith 
Wiis  Broirn'a  wool-wnrphuuse,  ia  alill  slnniiing.  Tt  whs  renteil  by  Brown, 
wlio  never  ownei)  a  hon^e  in  N'uu*  Knelnnd.  nor  lived  ao  lone  in  (my  there 
■9  in  tbat  wb«re  be  una  bom  .-it  Toriington. 
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liprcf  Hod  bitter ;  thunglit  that  slHvuh<i1dere  hud  furfeitei)  tli^ir  right  J 
to  livu,  unil  ihnt  tht-  bUvpb  had  the  right  to  gwn  thtir  lilwrly  in  u 
way  they  cituld ;  did  nut  believe  tlmt  '  invrul  «un«iriii '  troulil  e\ 
lihc-mio  the  akv<>,  n<>r  that  jHiliiiciil  m^tiou  iviiuU  alxdiah  tho  systcn 
Ik-  had  King  hnil  ik  pUn  which  could  acniinpliBh  this  oiid,  and  li 
invited  mo  tu  hia  house  lo  Itiy  that  pUii  Iwfure  mo;  he  hiid  bren 
s<mio  tune  loukiog  fur  colored  meti  tu  wlmm  he  could  sitffly  ruveHl 
his  secret,  ftnd  at  times  he  iiud  tUmuBt  dcsiiiiireil  cif  finiliag  such  men  ; 
lint  now  he  was  enrniiraged,  liir  ho  saw  hmuia  of  such  risiug  up  in  nil 
direcliona.    He  had  observed  my  course,  at  home  and  aliruail,  uud  he 
wnnted  my  oo-operatiua.     Hia  plan,  as  It  then  lay  in  his  luiud,  had 
much  in  enmmond  it.     It  did  uift,  as  sitine  suppose,  ouuteui plate  ft 
general  rising  among  the  slavea,  nud  h  general  Blaugiiter  of  i' 
slaveinnsiors :  an  insurrection,  he  lliought,  would  only  dercnt  tl 
ohjeot;  but  his  plan  did  eontuinphite  tl>e  i-reatiug  of  im  annoil  Ton 
whieh  should  not  in  the  very  iieiirt  of  tho  South.    He  waa  uot  ay 
to  the  shedding  of  hbHid,  and  thimght  tlie  pnujtice  of  cttiryiug  a 
would  bo  A  g'lod  one  for  the  coh>reil  people  to  udopt,  as  it  would  giv4 
thpm  R  sense  of  their  manhnoil.    No  pei>p1e,  he  said,  could  have 
respect,  or  b«  respected,  who  would  not  fight  for  their  freedom. 
culled  my  attention  to  »  miqi  uf  th»  United  St.itt>a,  and  pointed  out 
to'me  [he  ritnges  which  strelch  away  from  tho  burdera  iif  Nev 
Into  llie  Southern  States,    ■  These  nidunlnius,*  lie  »Mi\,  '  are  th 
of  my  phin.    God  lias  given  the  strength  of  the  hilla  to  freediim ;  Ihc^ 
were  plneed  here  for  the  emaDei|mtion  c>f  the  uegro  roee ;  they  a 
full  of  natural  forts,  where  one  man  for  defeuco  will  be  equal  to 
huudreil  f<ir  alioclc ;  they  are  full  also  of  givx)  hiding-plaeea 
large  numbers  of  brave  men  could  be  couct^iiled.  and  bnlHe  nnd«ludal 
pursuit  for  a  long  time.     !  kuow  theso  mountnins  well,  and  oouUl 
tnke  a  body  of  men  into  them  and  keep  them  ihcre,  despite  of  all  th*l 
efforiBof  Virginia  to  dislodge  them.    Tho  Inie  object  to  besought  i«,l 
ilrst  of  all,  to  destroy  the  money-value  of  slave  property  )  anil  tbnifl 
can  only  be  done  by  rendering  suoh  properly  insecure.     My  plan^,! 
thou,  in  to  take  at  first  nbont  twenty-five  piclced  men,  and  beirin  ' 
■n  small  scale  ;  supply  them  arms  and  ammunition,  and  poet  them  litl 
a']Ua<la  of  five  ou'a  line  of  twenty-five  mites.      The  must  poreunsiva  1 
and  judicious  of  iliem  shall  then  go  down  to  the  fields  from  tim 
timv,  us  opportunity  offen,  and  induce  the  slaves  to  join  Ihvm,  ei 
ing  and  selecti.ng  the  most  restless  and  daring.'    He  saw  that  in  tliis 
pikrt  of  ihe  Work  the  utmost  care  must  be  Qsei)  to  avoid  trearbery  anil 
disclosure.     Only  the  moat  nmspicutious  and  skilled  should  be  seiit 
on  tills  puriloiis  duty ;  with  care  and  entenirisn  he  thouirbt  hi'  could 
soon  gather  a  forc«  (>f  n  hundred  hiii-dy  men,  who  would  be  oouti-ut 
[o  bad  llie  frm  and  sdveiilunius  life  to  which  be  pn>powd  Ui  tiKin 
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them.  Wheii  ili^sc  were  pniperly  ilrillud,  nod  uneh  iiinn  hnd  fmind 
the  place  fur  wiiicli  lio  whs  bi^st  9int«d,  thcy  wimld  brgin  work  in 
'  etLmest;  they  wnuld  run  off  the  elaves  in  large  nuiiibcrs,  rotaiQ  tlie 
brave  and  itFiH)^  ones  In  the  miiiintiiiii^,  and  eeud  the  weak  and 
timid  to  the  Jiorth  l>y  ilie  'underground  railroad;'  liis  upenttitinB 
would  be  enUr^eil  witli  inareatiug  uuinbers,  aud  would  not  be  cun- 
ened  to  one  lucjiiily. 

"  When  I  asked  bim  support  iheee  men,  he  sniil 

emphatically  he  would  b  a  the  enemy.      Slavery  «as 

a  state  of  war,  aud  the  b1  to  anything  necesBary  to  liis 

freedom.      '  But,'  »iiid  I,  mcoee.!  in  running  uff  a  fow 

slaves,  and  thus  impress  i-eholdera  with  a  sense  of  iu- 

Becurity  iu  their  skves,  ~  ily  be  to  make  them  sell  their 

slaves  farther  South.'    "  will  be  first  what  I  want  to 

do  ;  then  I  would  follow  te  could  dntu  eliivery  out  of 

one  county,  it  would  be  t  would  weaken  the  eyatem 

throughout  the  State.'  '  liuc  mcy  would  etiiplny  bliKidhounda  to 
hunt  you  out  of  the  mountains.'  '  That  they  tiiight  attempt,'  saiil 
he,  '  but  the  chances  art)  we  should  whip  them  \  and  when  we  should 
have  whipped  one  squad,  they  would  bo  careful  how  they  pursued.' 
'  But  you  mi^rht  he  flum>unde<t  and  cut  off  from  your  means  of  sub- 
sistence.' He  thouglii  that  eould  not  be  done  so  they  could  not  cut 
thc'ir  way  out ;  but  even  if  the  worst  came,  he  could  but  be  killed, 
and  ho  had  no  better  unc  for  his  life  than  to  lay  it  down  in  the  cause 
of  the  hlave.  When  I  suggested  that  we  might  couvert  the  slave- 
holders, he  became  much  excited,  and  siud  that  could  never  bei  'he 
knew  their  proud  hearts,  and  that  they  would  never  be  induced  to 
give  up  their  slaves  until  they  felt  a  big  stick  about  their  heads.*  He 
thought  I  might  have  noticed  the  simple  manner  iu  which  ho  lived, 
adding  that  he  had  adopted  this  in  order  tfi  save  money  to  carry  out 
his  purposes.  This  was  said  in  no  boastful  tone,  for  he  felt  that  he 
had  delayed  already  too  long,  and  had  no  room  to  boast  either  his 
seal  or  his  self-denial-  Had  some  [nen  made  such  display  of  rigid 
virtue,  1  should  hare  rejected  it  as  affecteil,  false,  or  hypoeriticAl,  but 
in  John  Brown  I  felt  it  to  be  as  real  as  ir.in  or  granite.  From  this  ' 
night  spent  with  John  Browu  in  1347,  while  1  coutinued  to  write 
Hud  speak  ngninst  slavery,  I  became  all  the  less  hopeful  of  its  |>eace- 
ful  Bbniition.  My  utterances  Ih'chimp  more  and  more  tinged  by  the 
color  of  this  man's  strong  impressious."  ' 

1  Mr.  Douglais  adds  the  true  version  of  a  famoii3.flnecdote  :  "Speaking 
•t  an  aiiltslBvery  convention  in  Oliio,  I  ejipreKiwd  my  ujiprrhcnsion  that 
slavery  could  only  be  dvstruyed  by  lloodshed,  when  I  h-ili  suddenly  tod 
sharply  lut«iTUiited  by  my  good  old  friend  t^ojeuraer  Truth,  with  the  cjum- 
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There  can  be  no  question  that  what  Browu  saw  and  c 
iu  Kansas  gave  a  uew  tone  to  his  scheme.     1  do  not  much 
rely  upon  the  memory  of  Mr.  Amy,  who  as  a  witness  before 
Senator  Mason's  committee  showed  himself  apt  at  forget- . 
ting  and  misplacing  events;  bat  a  part  of  his  test 
bearing  upon  this  matter  must  have  some  foundation  ii 
He  mentions  a  conversatiun  held  with  Brown  in  Kansat 
late  in  1858,  in  which  Brown  said  the  only  way  to  abotisli  f 
slavery  was  to  post  a  company  of  men  somewliere  in  tba  | 
mountains  of  the  slave  States  to  assist  slaves  in  escaping^  J 
and  thus  make  the  system  of  slavery  insecure.     "  I 
him  that  I  thought  he  was  doing  an  injury  to  the  v 
country  iu  pursuing  that  course ;  that  it  was  contrary  to  hiA 
former  views  on  the  subject ;   that  I  did  not  suppose   1 
could  get  any  person  to  assist  him  in  it ;  that  I  felt  satisfied 
his  good  friend  Gerrit  Smith  would  not  assist  him,  because 
Mr.  Smith  had  placed  in  our  hands  ten  thousand  dollars, 
and  made  it  an  especial  coudition  that  every  dollar  of  it 
should  go  for  food  or  medicine,  and  not  for  matters  of  warj 
he  professed  to  be  a  peace  man.     1  told  him  I  knew  he  was  " 
acquainted  with  Dr.  Howe,  and  I  did  not  suppose  Dr.  Howe 
would  do  anything  of  that  sort ;  no  Republican  would.     His 
answer  was,  that  he  disliked  the  do-nothing  policy  of  the 
Abolitionists;  they  would  never  effect   anything  by  their 
milh-and-water  principles.   As  to  the  Republicans,  they  were 
of  no  account,  for  they  were  opposed  to  carrying  the  war 
ihto  Africa;  they  were  opposed  to  meddling  with  slavery  iu 
the  States  where  it  existed.     He  said  his  doctrine  was  to  , 
I  free  the  slaves  by  the  sword.     I  then  again  asked  him  how  | 

tioQ,  '  Fmlrrich,  is  God  dend  J'      '  Ko.'  I  ADswered,   '  snd  lirciiuBe  (!od 
ii  not  dMid,  ilarer;  cnii  only  end  in  blood.'      My  qiuiut  old  bitter  n-u  of 
the  Gtmaoii  hIimiI  ot  non-rRsiKt*Tit«.  and  vu  Bliocked  at  my  ainipiiimj 
dortrinn  ;  but  ahp,  too,  )>eaime  an  ndvocatP  of  tLo  sword  wlien  the  war  for 
tlie  inAiiitctiance  of  tlis  ITuion  vut  declnreil."     I  linvH  sli^tly  kLbrevi&ted    < 
Doaglus's  ntntcmiint  hrre  and  there.     Ponibly  in  wriling  fraiu  menwrj,   i 
•riar  Bcowd'b  dpulh,  hs  may  hn»e  nniOTiwcioiigly  mingled  with  tlie  icheiM  I 
of  lSt7  ftntureB  thai  did  not  tiike  i>linpi!  in  Bmim'E  minrl  until  kftor  hta  I 
Eanua  expericDcea.    Thomiu  Thnniu  nsmini  nir  Cliiil  Binn'n'i  plnn  beftn  1 
ISlil  wM  to  occnpy  Inud  at  tlie  SoiitEi  u  a  ftlnvrholdf  r,  using  tnistr  eo1nr«i  i 
■npn  114  hilt  noniinnl  tlavei,  aud  tfaroagh  them  iiidoctrinaliiig  the  ml  ilarN  J 
with  til*  liiq>M  at  fnadMU. 
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ha  reconoilHl  suck  opinions  with  his  peruse  principles  that 
he  held  whea  I  tirst  knew  hiin  in  Virginia,  more  than  twenty 
years  ago.  He  suul  that  the  nggrossions  of  slavety,  the 
murders  anil  robht^ries  perpetrated  upuii  himself  and  mem- 
hera  of  his  fiimily,  the  violation  of  the  laws  by  AtcliLson  and 
others  in  Katisa-s  in  1855,  jind  from  that  time  down  to  tlie 
murders  on  the  SLirius  ''■■''  i^—- """  •>oDvitiocd  him  that  peace 
was  but  an  empty  won 

It  was  a  jear  before  >wn,  in  September,  1857, 

began  to  prepare  the  i  Eastern  friends  for  the 

full  scope  of  ilia  purpo"  then  at  Tabor,  in  West- 

ern Iowa,  where  he  tiE  imall  sehool  for  military 

drill,  at  the  head  of  wh  aribiildian  Briton,  Hugh 

Forbes,  the  adrenturcr  Bribed.     Brown  wrote  to 

Theodore  P:ii'lii'r,  Sejitei  ,  — . 

Mv  DEAR  Sir,  —  Please  find  on  <ither  side  first  number  of  a  series 
of  tfiicls  iiitdy  giillcn  up  here-  I  need  nut  say  I  did  not  prepare  it ; 
but  I  would  [<v  gliid  to  kniiw  wliat  you  lliink  of  it,  iiuil  inm-h  obliged 
for  niiy  Biigi,'cstii)us  ynu  see  proper  to  make.  My  [uirticuhir  object  in 
wriliiig  is  to  aiiy  tliiit  I  itm  in  iinmcdiale  want  of  aonic  fivi'  hundred 
or  one  thousand  dollars  for  secret  service,  and  no  qucstious  aaked.  I 
want  the  friends  of  frecdmn  to  "  prove  ino  uow  herewith."  Will  you 
bring  this  mailer  before  your  oongregalion,  or  exert  your  influenc*  in 
some  way  to  have  it,  or  some  pun  of  it,  ntitvd  and  pW«d  In  the  hands 
of  George  L.  Stearns,  Esc|.,  of  Boi^tou,  subject  to  my  order  T  I  should 
highly  prize  a  letter  frotii  yon.  directed  on  the  envelope  to  Jonas 
Jones,  Esq.,  Tabor,  Fremout  County,  Iowa.  Have  no  news  to  send 
by  let  lei: 

Very  respectfully  your  friend, 

John  Brown. 

The  tract  enclosed  was  a  dull  and  heavy  paper  entitled 
"The  Duty  of  the  Soldier,"  and  bearing  on  its  face  the  in- 
scription, "Presented  with  re8[>ectful  and  kind  feelings  to 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  United  States  army  in  Kan- 
sas." Parkei'  probiibly  ('aused  Brnwti  to  know  what  was  his 
opinion  of  this  tract,  as  I  did  when  I  received  a  similar  letter. 
It  was  not  easy  for  any  of  us  in  that  autumn,  when  business 
was  greatly  depressed,  to  raise  money  for  an  object  so  indefi- 
nitf.     I  ^eiit  him  some  money  (seventy-two  dollars),  which 
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he  Tflceired  Oct.  3, 1867,  and  others  no  doubt  contributed 
aometluDg;  but  no  movement  was  made  before  winter,  nor 
did  he  further  disclose  his  purposes  to  us  at  that  time.  But 
when  he  reached  Kansas  at  last,  iu  November,  he  hastened 
to  communicate  them  in  general  turms  to  Ka^i,  Cook,  Ste- 
phens, and  others  who  afterward  joined  him  in  his  Virginia 
campaign.  Cook's  confession,  while  in  prison,  is  explicit  on 
this  poiot,  and  is  confirmed  by  Parsons,  Moffat,  and  others, 
who  received  some  pait  of  the  plan  from  Brown  in  Kansas. 
Cook  said :  — 

'•  I  beuaine  aoquaintad  with  Captnio  Brown  in  his  camp  od  Middle 
Creek,  K..  T.,  just  after  the  liuttle  of  Block  Jack,  and  wtis  with  him 
iu  camp  unti)  it  was  broken  up  and  his  company  diabanded  by  Culonel 
Uuinuer,  of  the  First  Cavalry.  I  next  saw  him  at  the  cunvcntiun  at 
Topeka,  July  4,  and  some  days  afterward  iu  Lawrence.  I  did  not 
see  biiD  agaiu  until  the  fall  uf  1857,  whou  1  met  him  at  the  hgusc  of 
E.  B.  Whitman,  four  mili»  from  LawrvDce,  abiiut  the  first  uf  Novem- 
ber. I  WHS  tliea  told  that  ho  iuteuded  to  organize  a  com|iauy  fur  the 
purpose  of  puttiog  a  stop  to  the  aggressions  of  the  proslavcry  men.  I 
agreed  to  join  him,  and  wna  asked  if  t  kuew  of  any  other  jouug  men, 
who  were  perfectly  reliable,  who  I  thought  would  join.  I  recom- 
mended Bivhard  Healf,  Luke  F.  Parauus,  sad  R.  J.  Hinton.  I 
received  a  note  from  Brown  the  next  Sanday  morning  white  at 
breakout,  in  Lawrence,  rcqapsling  me  to  coiiio  up  that  day,  and 
to  hring  Realf,  Parsons,  and  Hinton  with  me.  Realf  and  Hinton 
were  not  in  town.  Parsons  and  myself  went,  and  had  a  long  talk 
with  Captain  Brown.  A  few  days  afterward  I  received  another 
note  which  read  aa  follows:  — 

Captain  Cook. 

Drar  Sir,  —  Yon  irill  picue  get  everything  ready  to  join  me  at  To- 
pfka  by  Mnndiy  night  ripxt.  Como  to  Mrs.  Sheridsn's,  two  milrs  south  ot 
To|ieka,  and  brin^  your  arms,  amniilQitiun,  clothing,  and  other  arlicli's  you 
may  require.  Bring  ParwiiB  nith  you  if  he  can  get  ready  iu  time.  Please 
ke^  very  quiet  about  the  matter. 

Youre,  etc., 

JoaK  Brows. 

"  I  made  all  my  arranecments  for  starting  at  the  time  appointed. 
Pai«i)n»,  Realf,  and  Hinton  wmld  not  he  ready.  1  left  them  at  Law- 
rence and  started  for  Topeka :  sl»|ip(>d  at  the  hotel  over  night,  and 
left  early  the  next  morning  E.r  Mrs.  Sheridan's  to  meet  Captain 
Brown.  At  Topeka  we  were  joined  by  Stephens,  Moffitt,  and  Kagi. 
Left  Topeka  for  Nebraska  City,  and  camped  at  night  on  th<  pi«^ii* 
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northeast  of  Tiipeks.  Here  for  the  first  time  I  Idamed  that  we  were 
to  leave  Kansas  Ii>  allcod  h  militAT;  aahool  daring  the  wtoter  in  Aah- 
tHhulik  Ciiuutf ,  Ohio.  Next  inoniiDg  I  waa  seut  hack  to  LaWTCtic« 
to  get  a  draft  of  eighty  d.ilUra  atshcJ,  aud  grt  I'anuiiui.  Rcnlf,  nnil 
Hiutnu  1^1  comii  back  willi  me.  Cuptuiii  Itniwu  hud  givpn  me  onlcn 
to  take  boat  to  St-  Josc-jih,  Ho-,  Kud  stage  from  there  to  Tnhor,  lovni. 
Hinton  could  But  l(!avo  at  that  limo.     I  Btnrtml  with  Kciilf  and  Par- 

sone  on  a  stage  for  Leuv ''-   — '  "hen  loft  for  We»Ion,  irhere 

we  took  stage  for  St.Jo?  «  Ui  Tabw.     I  fi.nnd  C.  P. 

Tidd  and  Leei[inD  at  Tal  atuyi^l  some  days,  making 

preparations  U>  start.     Hen  t  Caplaio  Brown's  nltimiUo 

destination  was  the  State  Some  wium  words  pasacd 

between  him  and  myself  in  plan,  which  I  had  enppuscd 

was  to  be  confined  entirely  Missouri.     Realf  and  Par- 

sons were  of  the  same  opin  ifler  a  good  deal  of  wmng- 

liog  we  consented  to  go  o-  F  the  party  were  so  anitoua 

that  we  should  go  wilh  tliein.  .  wn  procured  teams  for  the 

tr.insportiiliun  of  about  two  hundred  Sharpe's  rifles,  which  had  bt-en 
bronglii  ou  as  far  as  Tubor  a  yeiir  before,  awaitiug  the  order  of  Cap- 
tain Brown.  Tliere  were  also  other  stores,  consisting  of  blankets, 
clothing,  biLHits,  aiiimuiiitioti,  ami  about  lu-o  hundred  I'evolvcrs  of  the 
Massachusetts  Anns  patent,  all  of  which  we  transported  across  Iowa 
to  SpringdiJe,  and  from  thcro  ti)  Liberty,  at  which  pLire  they  were 
Bliippcd  fiir  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  where  they  remained  till  brought 
to  Chambersburg,  Pa-,  and  from  there  transported  to  the  Kennedjr 
Farui,  which  Brown  had  rented  for  six  months,  and  which  was  al>i>ut 
five  miles  from  Harper's  Ferry.  It  was  the  intention  of  Captain 
Brown  to  sell  his  teams'  in  Springdale,  and  with  the  proceeds  to  go 
on  with  the  rest  of  the  comjiany  to  some  place  in  Ashtabula  County, 
Ohio,  where  we  were  to  have  a  good  military  instructor  during  the 
winter;  but  lie  was  disappointed  in  the  sale,  and  it  was  decided  wo 
should  Tvmain  in  the  neighborhiMid  of  Springdale,  and  that  our  in- 
Btrnctor,  Colonel  Forbes,  should  be  sent  to  us  from  the  East-  We 
stopped  over  winter  at  Mr-  Maxou's,  where  wo  pursued  a  course  of 
military  studies.'' 

It  tlms  appears  that  Brown  had  startPd  for  Virginia  with 
a  few  men,  and  with  the  Kansas  rifles  and  revolvers,  at  least 
three  months  before  he  coiiimunieated  to  Mr.  Stearns,  the 
owner  of  the  ai'ins,  that  he  had  any  purpose  of  using  them 
outside  of  Kansas  and  Missouri.  It  is  also  plain  that  he 
imparted  his  purposes  little  by  little  to  his  armed  followers. 
Edwin  Coppoo,  an  Iowa  youth,  who  joined  Brown  at  Spring- 
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dale,  said  to  the  VlrgiDians  who  captured  and  hung  him: 
■'  I  am  a  Bepublican  philanthropist,  and  came  here  to  aid  in 
liberating  negroes.  I  made  the  acqaaintanca  of  Captain 
Brown  in  Iowa  as  he  returned  from  Kansas,  and  agreed  to 
join  his  company.  Brown  wrote  to  me  in  July  to  come  on 
to  Chambersburg,  where  he  first  revealed  the  whole  plot. 
The  whole  company  waa  opposed  to  making  the  first  demom 
stration  at  Harper's  Ferry,  but  Captain  Brown  would  have 
it  his  own  way,  and  we  had  to  obey  orders." ' 

C.  W.  MofEat,  of  Montour,  Iowa,  who  was  one  of  Brown's 
company  in  the  winter  of  1867-68,  says :  — 

"  We  spent  the  winter  in  the  vidnity  of  Iowa  City.  Oor  efforta 
there  were  directed  towards  starting  a  Sharpe'a  rifle  iniUtur;  school, 
of  which  a  man  nauied  Stephenn, — known  better  in  KausHs  as 
Whipple,  —  was  to  be  the  instructor ;  but  our  plans  ivere  interfered 
with  by  pecuniary  embamaauicDts.  Then  Brown  went  to  Ohio  (for 
which  we  bitd  started  in  the  first  plnce)  to  fonn  another  nthool. 
There  was  also  U>  be  otie  in  Canada,  —  three  in  all.  When  Bniwn 
left  be  gave  Whipple  charge  of  the  si!ho<il,  and  I  had  sent  Forbes 
round  bjr  water  to  Ohio.  Forbes  had  been  engaged  as  drill-innster 
at  a  hundred  dollars  a  month,  and  when  wo  stopped  in  Iowa  Brown 
stud  he  would  hare  to  give  Forbes  the  cboiue  of  the  sohuols :  if  pMbea 
would  come  back  to  Iowa,  Whipple  would  take  the  school  in  Ohio 
or  in  Canada.  But  when  he  got  to  Ohio,  Brown  found  that  Forbes 
bad  gone  away,  and  so  gave  np  the  Ohio  school." 

This  is  as  good  a  place  as  any  to  speak  once  for  all  of 
this  Hugh  Forbes,  who  proved  to  be  the  false  member  of 
the  little  band,  and  betrayed  the  confidence  of  his  employer 
through  vanity  and  emptiness  of  head,  rather  than  through 
malice  of  heart.  I  have  already  spoken  of  his  employment 
by  Brown  eight  months  before ;  but  his  earlier  history  and 
his  generalcharacter  were  thns  portrayed  by  Horace  Greeley, 
in  his  usual  lively  manner,  in  October,  1859,  after  Forbes 
had  promulgated  some  futile  disclosures  of  Brown's  plans : 

"  This  Forbes  appeared  in  New  York  Kometime  after  the  explouon 
of  the  Enropenn  revolution  of  IS48,  and  claimed  to  have  borne  an 
impcHlant  part  in  that  movement.     Of  course  he  was  need;,  and  the 

•  Stee  Owen  Brown'i 
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Herald  saji  ho  was  '  at  one  time  a  reporter  or  traaslutor  on  tlie 
Tribane.'  Thig  is  quite  pralmbte,  thnu^b  [  do  not  recollect  ii. 
Some  time  late  in  1836  (I  tiiinlc  it  whk)  '  t  was  ajipriacd  tlmt  ho  wm 
giiing  nut  tu  Kaums  t<)  hflp  the  Freo-StAte  men,  thcD  tlireatiTRfnl 
with  anuiliilatiuu  by  the  I)iitJ«r  Rnffinna  of  Missouri,  backed  by 
Federal  func^onuries  and  tpiop!.  LawroDce  bitd  then  been  twice 
beleagui^rcd  and  ouee  sni'ked ;  Ostiwutuinio  had  been  twiue  ravaged 
and  burned  ;  Leavenwurtl  pt  elean  of  Free-Swte  iiii-o 

by  a  Sliwouri  mid,  ^  W  being  butchertd  while  de- 

fending hia  04-n   linii.ip,  hi  ly  wnnnded   and  ntptured, 

wliitc  tlioee  who  iniidc  no  t  •  wnt  down  the  rivor  at  hu 

hour's  ii<itic«.      As  Forbes  ;  >  &  capHble  and  ex|H•rieuat^d 

militHry  offieer,  eisi<ccta]ly  qt  'rilla  or  bf)rdBr  warfare,  and 

aa  he  hud  always  rJaimod  tr  :  Rnl  Republican  and  fue  of 

every  fnrm  of  human  elavi  his  iCMiliitioa  natural  and 

eomniendable.     Kauwiug  1  ,  I  gave  him  twenty  doltan 

as  ho  wus  stiirtiug;  nthera  gave  him  larger  siiitis.  —  hnw  inudi  in  nil 
I  do  not  know  ;  but  I  thluli  hia  total  receipts  from  friunda  uf  Free 
Kausas  rjitiuot  have  fiiUi'n  below  seven  hundred  dollars.  He  weut 
—  W118  absent  sotiie  mouths  —  e.-iine  ba^^k  ;  that  i)!  all  /  know  of  his 
Berviecs  to  iho  Free-Stale  cau^e  in  any  sha]>c.  Whi'tlier  he  was  not 
needed,  or  was  not  trusted,  or  was  found  incompetent,  I  do  not 
know  ;  I  only  know  that  he  did  nothing,  njni  was  pmeticnily  worth 
nothini;.*  1  believe  he  spent  (inrt  of  the  money  given  him  in  print- 
ing" a  i>amphlet  einhodyitig  his  nntions  of  guerilla  or  [lartisan  war- 
fore  :  of  conrse,  no  d'dhtr  ever  ntmc  l>ack.  I  thini;  I  heard  uf  him 
before  his  ri'tiini,  chiuioring  for  luore  uiimey.  In  due  lime,  he  reap- 
peared ill  New  York,  aud  eame  to  ii)c  (as  lo  others)  with  comjilainta 
that  he  had  been  deceived,  mitsled,  swindled,  beggared,  his  family  (in 

'  Rpally  in  April,  1857. 

*  Forlioa  I'nnld  not  rest  i)iiiet  under  Greeley's  cenaurf,  and  publiahed  in 
the  "  Herald  "  this  caril  :  — 


UK,  I  >hnll.  nftcr  t 

h1i>frt<>iiila.nn<lin! 

eontiiiiial  during 

•tmiitflx  tl.ftt  1  >>h 

b.  the  Mtl-lavpry  pjinw  ;  nod  u  Ihrn'  mn  nmHiry  jwranii*  In  the 

:nl.  mfiiH  of  inoit  of  tlie  IMUn  wrre  fiii-nislivil  to  mch  uT  tlicm  ucl 

lo  Brown,    I  toul 

eoi.le.1  for  me     I 

8«r*b.ryofW.r: 

flr^t.  l«p.u«  1  hnve  f»lUi  <n  the  relinhllHy  of  Oiom  w)b>  l.id  Ikeni  1b 

Hoioodly.  bepaiwt  It  La  nlisotiittJii  lm['os«ihle  ttiat,  tinrt  >ufh  •uthen- 

l\f  evid...,"-'hoen'| 

ilBced  bpfon  hiin,  he  t-ooM  hnvF  hrcn  Uikoii  a:  hj  sorpiin'  v  he  wu 
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Paris)  taroed  into  the  streets  to  starve,  ete.  I  tried  to  ascertain  who 
had  deceived  him,  what  promism  made  to  him  had  been  broken,  eto., 
bnt  with  little  success.  All  I  could  make  out  was  that  some  one  — 
he  niiw  rays  it  was  Brown  —  had  prumiaed  him  something  in  the 
way  of  pecuniary  rocompense  for  his  services,  which  had  not  been 
made  good,  and  that  his  family  were  coneequeully  reduced  to  the 
brink  uf  starvation.  I  do  rtot  believe  that  John  Sroum  ever  mffulhf  , 
deceived  him  or  any  one  else.  I  am  very  sure  that  no  one  was  ever 
authorized  to  eugago  tlie  services  of  '  Colonel  Forbes '  in  behalf  of  ' 
the  Free-State  men  of  Kansas  on  condition  that  said  Forbes  shouli) 
beauthorized  to  charge  his  own  price  for  those  services  and  draw  at 
pleuenre  on  some  rcepousible  party  for  payment.  I  have  never  heard 
of  any  one's  verainn  of  the  matter  bat  Forbes's ;  and  I  confidently 
infer  from  this,  that,  if  there  was  mutual  misunderstanding  and  disap- 
pointtnent  in  the  preniisce,  the  employing  jiorty  had  deddedly  the 
worst  of  it." 


In  December,  1857,  there  begati  to  arrive  a  series  of  let- 
ters written  by  this  Forbes  to  Dr.  Howe,  Charles  Sumner, 
and  myself,  which  greatly  puzzled  us  all.  Brown's  Massa- 
chusetts friends,  either  from  his  inadvertence,  or  because  he 
was  not  yet  ready  to  disclose  his  ultimate  purpose,  had  not 
been  informed  by  him  who  Furbes  was ;  they  had  never 
Been  him,  and  only  heard  of  him  casually  and  incidentally. 
They  had  never  been  consulted  by  Brown  in  regard  to  pay- 
ing Forbes,  nor  of  course  had  Brown  given  Forbes  any 
assurances  that  they  would  pay  him  the  salary  stipulated 
for  his  services  ;  of  which,  in  fact,  they  knew  nothing  what- 
ever. It  was  therefore  with  much  surprise  and  raystiEca- 
tion  that  about  Christnias-tiroe,  1857,  we  received  passionate 
and  denunciatory  letters,  written  by  Forbes,  complaining  of 
ill-treatment  at  our  hands,  and  assuming  to  hold  ua  respon- 
sible for  the  termination  of  his  engagement  with  Brown; 
by  which,  he  said,  he  had  been  reduued  to  poverty,  and  hia 
family  in  Paris,  deprived  of  pecuniary  aid  from  him,  had 
suffered  great  hardship.  Two  of  these  letters  were  ad- 
dressed to  Senator  Sumner,  and  were  forwarded  by  him  to 
Dr.  Howe  and  to  ine,  who,  in  great  ignorance  ax  to  what 
such  abusive  epistles  meant,  answered  them  with  curtness 
and  severity.  This  correspondence  tem|K)rarily  closed  in 
.lanuary,  1858,  and  the  substance  of  it  was  communicated 
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to  Brown,  then  in  loiva,  with  the  request  that  he  would  ex- 
plaiu  the  meauing  of  Forbea'a  coui-ae,  and  state  what  their 
rehitioQS  with  each  other  were.  1  also  communicated  the 
matter  to  Theodoie  Parker,  with  whom  1  was  then  in  fre- 
quent correspoudence;  and,  as  it  happens,  my  letter  of 
January,  iSdS,  to  I'aiker  has  been  preserved.     I  wrote  :  -^  ' 


F.  B.  -S  Parker. 

CuKCOBD,  Jbq.  15,  1858. 

Dear  Friend,  —  I  m  bt  this  day  received  tmm 

Forbes.    Daring  the  wt>el  ed  &  Dote  from  Mr.  Snin- 

nor,  who  sent  me  two  lei  tu  Ltin,  in  whioli  he  says 

these  Bame  things.     Now.  fur. the  wife  and  children, 

who  are  uudoablodly  iu  suffer  n  might  be  hanged  for  all 

me,  —  for  his  wh-iln  style  townvas  lae  is  a  ciiinbinatiiiD  i.F  insult  and 
lunacy.  But  [  feiir  there  was  snch  au  agrerinent  between  him  and 
finiwii,  though  Itriiivii  tins  told  me  nothing  of  it ;  and  if  so,  he  has  a 
claim  u|>0D  somehndy,  thdui;!)  not  particularly  upon  us.  Is  there 
anylhiug  that  can  be  done  fur  him  T  I  have  wi'itten  to  Brown  in- 
quiring about  tlic  matter,  but  ciinuat  get  an  auswer  before  tlie  middle 
of  February.  Have  you  henni  nuytliiiig  fn)m  Brown  or  Whitman  t 
When  you  do,  pkaae  kl  mo  hear  c)f  it.  Forbes'a  threats  are  of  nu 
Hceuuiit,  and  tliey,  with  the  vulgar  abuse  whirh  he  uses,  show 
what  soi't  of  man  he  la.  I  shall  answer  his  letter,  and  send  him 
ten  dollars. 

January  17. 
Mr.  Sumner  snggesls  that  in  my  note  to  Forbes  I  might  hav* 
been  "  less  sharp ;  "  but  the  chann-ter  of  F.'s  epistles  convinces  ma 
that,  if  1  erred  iit  all,  it  was  on  the  side  of  gentleness.  I  have  since 
received  a  letter  from  Forlies  himself,  in  which  he  goes  over  the 
same  charges  and  insinir.it ions  with  "damnable  it^'ration."  Tliia 
I  have  alni  answered,  explaining  more  fully  my  position  in  the  mat- 
ter. Forl)CS  threatens  terrilile  things.  —  meaning,  na  I  conjecture,  to 
give  notice  at  the  South  of  Brown's  pv«ition  and  designs.    Shot"" 


do 

this,  he  would  deserve  idl  the  Biiflering  which  his  own  carelessness 

ha 

s  brought  on  his  family  ;  bnl  their  siitfeiing  trimliles  me,  and  1  am 

trj 

th< 

}  true  condition  of  affairs. 

Vour*  affwtionately. 

F.  B.  Sanborn. 
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I  wrote  tbu9  to  Forbes  himself,  and  cite  the  letter  hen 
only  because  it  preserves  some  facts  and  dates  which  mightn 
otherwise  be  lost :  — 


F.  B.  Sanborn  tn  Hugh  Forbea. 


■),  .Ian.  ifl,  1858. 

I  regrei  thiii  y.m  * 


I 


Sm,  —  Yours  of  the  9th  and  I4th  is  « 
sLiiulil  have  ciiDtiuiied  the  abusive  stnun  i>f  ;uur  letter  tu  Mr.  Suiii- 
Dcr,  tuwanls  a  jxtbuu  uf  wli<irn  yi>a  are  wholly  igu»raut,  au<I  whusa 
I'ljnrucler  yu  »i  greatly  luistHke.      Let   me  ^ve  you  snini*  fiwta, 
wliioh  yuu  inuy  hulievu  iir  nut,  aa  you  ehcMiiui.     I  bwaine  acquaim 
with  Captain  Brown  a  little  uiore  than  a  year  ago,  and  have 
hecn  his  wana  friend  and  admirer.     Being  a  member  of  iho 
ttaohusetta  Kansas  Committee,  I  intcrealed  mywlf  wilL   my  ouli 
leagueB  in  his  hehalf,  and  we  furnished  him  with  aoiiie  live  ihtiiif 
,  dollara  in  arms  aDd  money.    As  a  teiiipiirary  member  of  tlio  Natii 
Committee,  1  pncured-the  paiuiage  uf  a  reeotutiun  i^proprialiDg  fi\ 
thousand  dollars  from  tliat  coiumith^  also,  of  which,  however,  oal|F! 
livv  hundred  dollars  has  been  paid.     [  also  introduced  hiui  tu  ■  puba 
lie  mevtiug  of  my  towmunea,  who  raisi<d  soinethiug  for  him.    In  th» 
BiimnitT  1  visited  Mr.  Gerrit  Smith,  and  made  ammgcmenls  with. 
liiin  for  the  aeltleuient  of  projierty  worth  one  thousand  dollars  ou  ths 
wife  aad  dsnghter  of  Captain  Brown.      The  money  was  raised  in 
Boston  by  the  men  whom  you  CAlutnniate.     I  vittiteil  the  families  ia 
the  wilderness  where  they  live,  and  arranged  thelransfitr  of  property! 
Mr.  Smith  first  mentioned  your  oame  to  me,  —  un)e«H  it  wer?  s 
member  of  his  femily,  Mr.  Morton.     Captain    Bn>wn  had  nerw 
done  so,  nor  did  nny  ono  hint  to  me  that  there  was  any  Rgr<!emntt 
between  yon  and  him  of  the  hind  you  mention.      1  thinic  I  wrote  to 
Brown  from  Petcrhoro',  informing  him  thsl  yon  were  at  Davenpnrti 
iiiiving  seen  _ynur  letter  tn  Mr.  Smith  announcing  that  fnet.      Ob 
i^fptemher  14  I  received  Mr.  Smith's  letter,  nsking  that  some  nicuwf' 
be  raised  for  your  lunilly,  hut  men-ly  on  genrrnl  pniunds. 
jilrdged  to  aid   and  supprirt  Brown,  and  couhl  not  give  id 
persons  of  whom  I  knew  tittle  or  notliiilg.      Had  Brown  or 
informed  me  of  your  agreement,  thf  case  would  have  been  differei 
[  kept  Mr.  Smith's  draft  just  a  week,  retnniing  it  to  him  Septi 
21 :  it  was  out  of  his  hnnds  just  eleven  days.      Sinee  then,  I  hai 
had  a  few  letiets  fiMm  Brown,  and  have  seen 
havB  heard  nothing  of  any  rompncl.     To  answer  Brown's  eall  fi>r 
"  swrnt  syvife  ''  money,  I  pnwtired  about  sii  Imndred  dollHra  to  b« 
snnl  him,  which,  as  he  has  ool  yet  ooine  into  Milive  operations,  hu 
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probably  beeo  sufficient.  My  property  is  small, — my  innornf  tliia 
year  hardly  up  to  my  enjienaes ;  bat  ti>  cany  out  the  plan  which  Csp- 
lain  Brown  hat  miiturcil,  if  the  time  seemed  fiitorable,  I  would  aaeri- 
fiee  both  ineDHio  iiud  proiwrty,  tia  lie  very  well  koitwa.  But  it  is 
pnibnlile  that  I'nptiitu  Browu  placed  tixi  much  anufidencc  in  the 
expectations  of  utliem,  and  that  he  may  have  ini^ljvlcen  hnpe4  fur 
pTomUei.  Docs  he  j'fhi  iu  your  vitu[HTatiun  of  his  Boston  friends  T 
I  know  he  docs  not. 

I  can  excuse  tiiurli  to  oi  much  reason  for  anxiety  bs 

you  have  in  the  distress  of  Yet  be  iissured  that  if  yoa 

had  written  to  me  (or  if  Ci  i-ad  done  bo)  the  tme  nature 

of  your  compart  with  hlir  b  Bup|>orted  your  wife  and 

children  rather  than  have  laa  happened  to  take  place. 

You  knew  my  nddre«s,  —  m  you  not  write  to  me  rather 

than  Bend  a  BlEtudcrous  letter  u  icrf 

Aa  for  your  Ihn'jits,  you  axe  n  o  speak,  write,  and  publish 
what  ynu  please  iilHJut  me,  —  ouiy  be  ciucful  to  keep  within  the 
limits  uf  your  knowleilgc  ;  do  not  tax  your  iiuagination  for  facta.  I 
have  wrilleu  to  Captain  Brown  for  his  statement  of  the  relation  be- 
tween you,  and  have  also  sent  to  Mr.  Gcrrit  Smith  for  any  info nnaliou 
iu  hie  )>ossesaion.  In  the  mean  time  I  send  you  ten  dollars,  pnxiiising 
that  if  1  find  you  have  any  further  claim  on  nie,  either  in  law,  jus- 
tice, or  humanity,  1  will  discharge  it  to  the  uttermost. 

The  gentlemen  with  whom  I  am  afisociated,  and  for  whoso  action 
I  am  ill  any  way  rosponailile,  are  houorahle  men,  and  as  fur  from 
deserving  the  vulgar  slanders  yuu  heap  upon  tiiem  as  your  lanjiuage 
is  lackin;;  in  cimmon  eimricpy  and  juHtiee.  They  always  keep  and 
always  will  keep  their  euKagenietits  ;  but  they  have  made  none  with 
you.  You  cite  the  people  of  New  Haven.  I  have  nothing  to  do 
with  them,  nor  with  the  other  towus  which  have  failed  in  their 
promises. 

I  iipver  saw  Hugh  Forbes,  anrl  have  no  personal  reason  to 
esteem  biui,  since  his  entire  correspomlenee  with  me  and 
with  iny  Boston  friends  was  absurdly  violent  and  unreason- 
able. Horace  Greeley,  and  those  who  were  Ixired  by  him 
in  person,  at  New  York  and  Washington,  have  spoken  of 
him  with  much  impatience,  declaring  that  he  was  at  once 
fanatical  and  mercenary,  and  wholly  wanting  in  common- 
sense.  In  New  York  he  was  a  fencing-master  and  a  hang- 
er-on at  the  "  Tribune  "  office,  while  his  wife  and  daughter 
lived  in  Paris  upon  remittances  sent  by  him  fr«m  New 
York.      Gcrrit  Smith,  at  whose  house  he  once  spent  a  day 
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or  two,  spoke  of  him  to  me  as  a  liaodaoine,  soIdieHy-lookia 
tana,  skilful  in  the  sword-exercise,  and  with  some  milit 
experience,  picked  up  under  Garibaldi  in  1848-49.    He  h 
beeu  a  silk-merchant  of  sume  sort  at  Hieuna,  it  was  f 
before  he  joined  Garibaldi.     Judged  by  Ms  letters,  his  1 
tie  book  ("Manual  of  the  Patriotic  Volunteer"),  and  tb( 
various  accounts  given  by  persona  who  knew  him,  he 
a  brave,  vainglorious,  undisciplined  person,  with  little  c 
eretion,  and  quite  waiitiug  in  the  qualities  which  woul 
fit  hiui  to  be  a  leader  of  American  soldiers.     Yet  be  i 
ambitious,  eager  to'  head  a  orusaile  against  slavery,  and!^ 
apparently  desirous  of  taking  Ifiown's  plai'e  as  conimanderl 
of  what  he  regarded  as  a  great  antislavery  movement,  sup- 
ported by  thousands  in  the  Northern  States.      Accustomed 
to  see  European  insunections  managed  by  committees  out- 
wardly similar  to  the  various  antislavery  committees  which 
he  found  or  beard  of  in  America,  he  hastily  inferred  that 
these  American  committees  were  all  working  for  the  same 
revolutionary  end,  and  were    ready   to  promote   a   design 
which  Brown  had  as  yet  communicated  to  none  of  them, 
and  which  none  of  them  would  have  aided,  had  they  known 
it.     He  was  really  connected  with  Brown's  enterprise  but  a 
few  months ;  having  joined  his   rendezvous  at  Tabor,  in 
Iowa,  on  the  9th  of  August,  185",  and  parted  from  him  in 
early  Novt:mber  of  the  same  year.     His  complaining  lettei-s 
were  the  first  intimation  received  by  the  Boston  friends  of 
Brown  that  there  was  any  peculiar  relation  between  hinrj 
anil  the  Kansas  hero ;  and  these  letters,  by  a  singular  cimneek  j 
occasioned  the  first  disclosure  of  Brown's  plans  to  bis  Bo»- J 
tou  friends. 

Frederick   Douglasa  says  of  Forbes,  wliom  he   saw  isa 
November,   18o7,   and    afterwards    kept    track    of    for  i 
while :  — 

"  After  remiiiuing  with  Bmwn  s  nhrirt  time,  \>f  came  tn  i 
ohester  with  n  iMtor  fmin  him,  nnkin^  me  In  rroi'ivc  niiil  awist  htm 
I  WM  not  fftvoralily  imi)resB''d  with  Fnrlics  Ht  fir*! ;  hut  IS 
my  prtjiiJii^es,'  tiHik  liiiii  ii>  a  h'>tcl,  and  {mid  hia  Uinrd  while  I 
reiiiiiiupd-  Just  iK-pjrp  leniing.  lie  sjmku  nf  his'fninily  in  ~ 
IM  in  destitute  FimiitnBIniires,  and  of  his  dreire  In  st-nrl  Ihem  fi 
iiiipiiey-     I  guvv  him  »  little,  —  I  ftrgel  h<«v  miioh,  —  sii'l  thr*>iigh 
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Hiss  Ottilia  A«siDg,  a  GcniiAii  l:\dj  dcFj>I;  ininrvficd  io  the  Jntin 
Brown  sctieme,  he  whs  iutnidac^  lo  eevcral  iif  my  Gennftu  friends 
in  New  York.  But  he  eoou  wure  llieia  out  liy  hisemllcwi  bc^giug; 
HDd  wheu  he  enuld  luuke  no  uiure  muaej'  \yf  pnifewing  I>i  advance 
the  Johu  Brown  project,  lie  threatened  to  es{iiMC  it  iind  iilt  connected 
with  it.  I  think  1  \rivs  tbi<  fiist  to  be  iafonned  nf  his  tACtica,  aod  I 
promptly  iiominiiuic:iioi]  them  to  CaptuiD  Itmwti.  Through  mjr 
friend  Miss  Assiiig  I  foiiud  thut  Forb«B  '"ad  told  Urown'a  designs  to 
Horace  Greeley,  itud  to  iho  gi  mimcut  ilEcUU  at  WtwhiogtuD,  uf 
whtcli  I  iufonned  Captnia  Bru\         »  is  luil  to  the  {Kietpoiieinuut 

of  the  enterprise  another  yt  iped  that  by  tliia  delay  the 

story  of  Forbeti  would  be  and  this  calculation  was 

correct, — for  aubmly  helie\._  drcil,   though   he  told   the 

truth." 

Brown's  own   metbod   of  ;  with   the  loquacious 

betrayer  of  his  couusels   (w  ich  so  slight  a  person 

should  never  have  been  intiustecl)  was  peuiiliitr.  While  at 
the  house  of  Douglass,  in  Rochester,  he  received,  early  in 
February,  a  letter  from  Forbes,  forwarded  by  John  Brown, 
Jr.,  from  West  Andover,  Ohio,  where  the  latt«r  was  then 
living.     Upon  this  he  wrote  to  his  son  as  follows ;  — 

To  John  Brown,  Jr. 

Dear  son  John,  —  Forbes'a  letter  to  me  of  the  27th  of  Jannary  I 
enclose  hack  to  you,  nnd  will  begLul  to  have  you  reluni  it  to  hun  with 
Boinething  Hkc  ihc  follnnhig  (uiiIfS!S  you  can  Ihink  of  wime  serious 
objection),  aa  I  am  anxious  lo  draw  him  out  more  fully,  and  would 
also  like  to  keep  him  a  little  encouraged  and  avoid  an  open  rupture 
for  ft  few  wecltB,  at  any  rat«.     Suppose  you  write  Forbw  thus :  — 

"  Tour  letter  to  my  father,  of  27th  January,  after  mature  reflec- 
tion, I  have  derided  to  return  toyoH,  as  I  am  unwilling  he  should, 
with  all  his  other  cares,  difRcuIlies,  and  tiinls.  be  vexed  with  what  I 
am  apprehensive  he  will  accept  as  highly  nffensive  and  insuUing, 
while  I  know  that  lie  is  disposed  to  do  all  he  consistently  can  for 
you,  and  will  do  xo.  uiileaa  you  are  yourself  the  cause  of  hia  disgust. 
I  was  trying  to  send  ynu  a  little  assistance  myself,  —  say  about  forty 
.  dollars;  but  I  must  hold  up  till  I  feel  different  from  what  I  now  do. 
I  understood  from  my  fathiT  that  he  hnd  ndrnmxd  you  already  six 
hundred  dollsts,  or  six  mouths'  pay  (difuippiiatcil  as  he  has  been), 
to  enable  you  to  jirovido  for  your  family ;  and  that  he  was  to  g^ve 
you  oue  hundred  dollars  jwr  month  for  just  so  much  tiuie  as  you  con- 
tinued in  his  service.     Now,  yuu  in  your  letter  undertake  to  inttrvct 
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him  tu  say  that  he  had  positively  engagod  you  fi>r  one  year.    I  fear  tu 
will  Dut.  accept  it  welt  to  he  asked  or  told  to  gtjitc  what  he  cnnridenJ 
ao  untruth.     Agaiu,  I  Duspect  you  have  greatly  mistaken  the  -      _, 
if  you  suppose  Uo  will  take  it  kiailly  id  you,  or  uuy  living  mag,  W* 
assume  Ui  instruct  bira  htiv  he  should  (luaduci  his  uwu  busiuciis  aud 
correapoaiience.    And  I  sutspeut  that  the  seeraiiigly  spiteful  letters 
ynii  say  you  have  written  bi  some  of  his  particular  frivuda  have  not 
only  dime  you  great  injury,  but  also  weakened  his  hands  with  them. 
While  I   have,   in  my  poverty,  deeply  syuipathised  with  you 
jour  family,  who,  I  uk,  is  likely  to  be  mnved  by  any  exhibilioD  at  l 
a  wirked  and  spiteful  temper  on  your  part,  or  b  likely  tu  be  dictated  1 
to  by  yuu  as  tu  their  duties  T 

"  I  iisk  you  lo  look  over  your  letter  again.  You  begio  with  say- 
ing, '  With  a  little  energy,  all  will  yet  be  right.'  Is  thitt  respeotful  t 
anil  does  it  come  with  a  good  grace  from  i/ou  to  the  man  yuu  thus 
address!  Look  it  all  over;  and  if,  after  having  duue  so,  yon  xnA 
him  to  have  it,  — go  on  !  you  can  do  so.  But  as  s  friend  I  wouU  i 
advise  a  very  different  course." 

As  I  conclude  Forbes  dues  not  hold  yon  as  deeply  eomiaitted  tV  I 
him,  be  may  lisioD  to  you ;  and  1  hope  he  «-ill.  I  want  tu  see  ha«4 
a  sharp  but  well-merited  rebuke  will  affect  him;  nnd  should  it  havt  4 
the  desired  effect,  I  would  like  to  get  a  draft  for  forty  dullara,  pay> 
able  to  his  order,  and  remit  him  at  once.  1  do  not  mean  to  dior  4 
tnle  to  you,  as  he  does  to  me :  but  I  am  aiiiious  to  uuderstand  hiv  I 
fully  before  we  go  any  further,  and  shall  be  glad  uf  the  earlieil  1 
iuforuiutiun  of  the  result.  ... 

Your  affectiuDate  father, 

JnHS  Bbowv. 

Having  established  his  little  cmnpany  at  Springdale,  la 
Iowa,  under  the  milif-ary  instruction  of  Stephens,  who  had 
served  in  the  United  States  Army,  Brown  earoe  eastward 
in  January,  1858,  —  first  to  West  Andover,  in  Ohio,  where 
his  son  John  waa  then  living,  and  soon  after  to  Bocbester, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  showed  himself,  early  in  February,  to  his  1 
good  friend  Frederick  DouglasB,  and  took  shelter  from  6\y  A 
servation  in  his  house.     Douglass  says :  "  Bfown  desired  to  1 
stop  with  me  several  weeks,  but  added,  '  I  will  not  stay  un*  J 
less  you  will  allow  me  to  pay  board.'    Knowing  that  he  waft  I 
no  triBer,  but  meant  all  he  said,  and  desirous  of  retainini 
hira  under  my  roof,  I  eharged  three  dollars  a  week.     Whil< 
here  he  spent  moat  of  his   time  in  correspondence.     ~ 
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wrote  often  to  George  L.  Steams,  of  Boaton,  Geixit  Smith, 
of  Peterbom'.  aud  many  others,  and  received  many  let- 
ters in  retuiii.     \\'lieii  he  was  not  writing  letters,  he  was 

writing  and  ifvisiinj  a  couetJUiliou,  whieii  he  meant  to  put 
in  operation  by  the  men  who  sliouid  go  with  him  in  the 
Virginia  mountairia.  He  said  that  to  avoid  anarchy  and 
confusion,  U»-re  should  "-"  -  -  -'irly  constituted  govern- 
ment, which  each  man  i  th  Lim  should  be  sworu 
to  honor  and  sujiport,  j  py  of  this  constitution, 
in  Captain  Brown's  owr  »  ng,  as  prepared  by  him- 
self  at  my  house."     Doug                  :  — 

"  His  whole  time  nnil  th-  fcn  U>  thia  Bubjoct.     It  wm 

the  first  thing  iu  i!ip  iiiort  List  thiug  »l  uighli   ull,  I 

oonfesp,  il  begiin  to  hn  s')iii(         ^  ■»  to  me.     Onee  id  »  whil« 

ho  would  say  he  coulii,  witli  a  fi-w  reaiiiute  inPQ,  capture  Harj-er'a 
ferry  ami  nup|i]y  IiiuisplI'  with  .inns  belonging  to  the  Goveruinent  at 
thHt  place ;  but  he  never  unuouuced  his  intcution  to  do  8o,  Il  wae, 
however,  very  cviilrutly  j)a39i]ig  in  his  miuii  as  a  thiu^  that  he  might 
do.  I  pniil  but  little  attcutiuu  to  surb  remarks,  allliough  I  never 
doubted  that  ho  thouglit  just  what  he  said.  StNin  after  his  coining  to 
mo  he  .iski'd  me  to  gel  fiirhim  two  smoothly  pbiutd  boards,  upou  whieh 
he  coulil  illustrate,  with  a  pair  ol  dividers,  by  a  drawing,  tlie  plan  of 
furtilicatlon  which  he  mount  ti)  adopt  in  tlio  mnuntains.  These  forta 
were  to  bo  so  arrHii|;ed  as  to  foinieet  one  with  the  oihor  by  seen-t 
piissages,  so  that  if  iiuc  was  earrieil  another  euuld  bo  Piisily  fiilli'n 
bach  U{ioii,  and  be  the  meauH  "f  dcnltng  death  to  llie  enemy  at  the 
very  moment  wlien  he  mi^'ht  tliink  liimself  victiirious.  I  was  less 
intereslud  in  tlies«  drawings  than  my  cliildren  were ;  but  thi-y 
Hhowcd  that  the  old  man  liiid  an  eye  to  the  means  as  well  as  to 
till-  end,  and  was  giving  lii«  Itsl  lliuuglit  lo  liic  work  he  wjis  about 
to  take  in  hand." 

From  Douglass's  honse  Brown  wrote  again  to  Theodore 
Parker  in  these  words :  — 

nncuKsTER,  K.  Y.,  Fck  2,  1858. 
My  dear  Sir,  —  T  am  again  out  of  Kansas,  and  am  at  this  time 
eoncealidg  my  wherenlKiuts ;  but  fur  very  different  reasons,  h<)wever, 
from  those  I  lind  for  doing  so  nl  Bi^slon  last  pprinff.  I  have  nearly 
perfected  arr.inirenients  for  earryinc  out  an  iinjmrtant  measure  in 
which  the  w.irld  has  a  deep  intiTcst,  as  well  as  Kans.is  ;  and  only 
lack  from  five  ^■  eiglil  himdred  dollars  to  unable  me  to  do  no,  —  the 
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BAme  object  for  which  I  asked  fur  seeiet-Bervice  inonef  last  kXL  It 
ig  my  unl;  errand  here;  aod  1  have  wntteo  to  some  of  our  mutual 
friendi  iu  regard  to  it,  but  they  Dooe  of  them  uadeistand  my  views 
so  well  as  you  do,  aod  1  cauiiot  explain  without  theii'  tirst  cuininitting 
themselves  more  than  1  kuuw  iif  their  doiug.  I  have  heard  that 
Parker  Pillsbury  aod  some  others  Id  yonr  quarter  hold  out  ideaa 
siiiiiUr  tu  those  ou  whiuh  1  act ;  but  1  have  uo  personal  acquaialaace 
with  them,  and  kuow  unthiug  uf  thejr  iuSueoce  or  means.  Catmut 
jou  cither  by  direct  or  indirect  action  do  something  to  further  me  T 
Du  yuu  Dot  kooH'  of  some  parties  whom  you  could  induce  to  give 
their  abolition  theories  a  tlioruugbly  practical  shape  t  I  hope  this 
will  prove  to  be  the  last  time  1  shall  be  driven  to  harass  a  friend  iu 
such  a  way.  Do  yuu  thluk  any  of  inj  Garrisonian  friends,  either  at 
Boston,  Worcester,  ur  any  iither  place,  can  be  induced  to  supply  a 
little  "Btruw,"  if  I  will  absolutely  make  ''  bricks"!  I  have  written 
George  L.  Steams,.  Esq.,  of  Mulford,  and  Mr.  F.  B.  Sanburn,  of 
Concord  ;  but  I  am  not  iufuruied  as  to  bow  deeply-dyed  AboUtiouists 
those  friends  are,  aud  must  beg  you  tu  consider  this  coinuiuuicalion 
eiriully  C(>ufidentia1,  —  unless  you  know  ol  parties  who  will  {eel  and 
act,  aud  hold  their  peace.  1  want  to  bring  the  tbmg  about  duriug 
the  nent  sixty  days.  Please  wrii«  >i.  Uuwkius,  care  Wiliiaui  J. 
Watkins,  Esq.,  Rochesitr,  N'.  Y. 

Very  respectfully  your  friend, 

John  Brown.' 

Srown's  letters  of  the  same  date  and  for  a  few  weeks  af- 
ter, to  Colonel  Higginson  and  to  me,  were  of  a  similar  tenor, 
though  rather  more  explicit ;  but  they  conveyed  no  distinct 
intimation  of  his  plans.  He  wrote  to  Higginson,  February 
2,  from  Rochester ;  "  1  am  here,  concealing  my  whereabouts 
for  good  reasons  (as  I  think), — not,  however,  from  any 
anxiety  about  my  personal  safety.  1  have  been  told  that  you 
are  both  a  true  man  and  a  true  Abolitionist,  and  I  partly 
believe  the  whole  story.  Last  fall  I  undertook  to  raise  from 
five  hundred  to  one  thousand  dollars  for  secret  service,  and 
succeeded  in  getting  five  hundred  dollars.  I  now  want  to 
get,  for  the  perfecting  of  by  far  the  most  important  under- 
taking of  my  whole  life,  five  hundred  to  eight  hundred 
dollars  within  the  next  sixty  days.  I  have  written  Kev. 
Theodore  Parker,  George  L.  Steams,  and  F.  B.  Sanborn, 
E8<^s.,  on  the  subject,  but  I  do  not  know  as  either  Hr. 

•  V'siu'i  Life  i^ThMdon  Psrker,  toI.  ii.  pp.  IflS,  104. 
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Steams  or  lUr.  SaiiborQ  are  Abolitionists.  I  sappose  they 
are."  On  the  12th  of  February  he  wrote  again,  in  response 
to  a  remark  in  Higginaoa's  reply  about  the  Undei-grvuad 
Kailroad  in  Kansas :  "  Railroad  business  on  a  somewhat  ex- 
tended scale  is  tbe  identical  object  for  which  I  am  trying  to 
get  means.  1  have  l:>eL'n  connected  with  that  business,  as 
commonly  ooiiducted,  frof  "v  ^ — "lood,  and  never  let  an  • 
opportunity  slip.     I  bavi  ating  to  some  purpose 

the  past  season  ;  but  I  n^.. measure  on  foot  that  I 

feel  sure  would  awaken  in  s^  hing  more  than  a  com- 
mon interest  if  you  coidd  1  it.  I  have  just  writ- 
ten uiy  friends  G.  L.  Steal-  I.  Sanborn,  asking  them 
to  meet  me  for  consults  terboro',  !N.  Y.  I  am 
very  anxious  to  have  you  i  j,  certain  as  I  feel  that 

you  will  never  regret  having .  one  of  the  council."     It 

was  inconvenient  for  any  of  the  persons  addressed  to  take 
the  long  journey  proposed;  and  on  the  13th  I  wrote  for 
myself  and  Mr,  Stearns,  invitiiig  Brown  to  visit  Boston,  and 
ottering  to  pay  his  travelling  expenses.  To  this  request 
Brown  replied,  February  17:  "It  would  be  .almost  impos- 
sible for  me  to  pass  through  Albany,  Springfield,  or  auy  of 
those  parts,  on  my  way  to  Boston,  and  not  have  it  known  ; 
and  my  reasons  for  keeping  quiet  are  such  that  when  I  left 
Kansas  1  kept  it  from  every  friend  there;  and  I  suppose  it 
is  still  understood  that  I  am  hiding  somewhere  in  the  Terri- 
tory ;  and  such  will  be  the  idea  until  it  comi-s  to  be  gener- 
ally known  that  I  am  in  these  parts.  I  want  to  continue 
that  impression  as  long  as  I  can,  or  for  the  present.  I  want 
very  much  to  see  Mr.  Stearns,  and  also  51r.  Parker,  and  it 
may  be  that  I  can  before  long  j  but  I  must  decline  accepting 
your  kind  offer  at  present,  and,  sorry  as  I  am  to  do  so,  a^k 
you  both  to  meet  me  by  the  middle  of  next  week  at  the 
furthest.  I  wrote  Mr.  Higginson,  of  Wni-cester,  to  meet  me 
also.  It  may  be  he  would  come  on  with  you.  My  reasons 
for  keeping  still  are  sufficient  to  keep  me  from  seeing  my 
wife  and  children,  much  as  I  long  to  do  so.  I  will  endeavor 
to  explain  when  I  see  you.'" 

1  This  letter  waa  n'ritteii  from  Diiiiglnsa's  lioiiac,  e.t  Itocliester,  but  fix«d 
the  placp  <•(  niPL-tiiiR  at  Clr-nil  Smilli's  house  in  Peterlioro'.  At  this  time 
one  of  my  Kansss  eorretpoiidenla  sent  norri  that  Brown  had  disappeared 
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On  the  7th  of  February  my  friend  Edwin  Morton  \ 
me  from  Gerrit  Smith's  house,  giving  the  substance  of  9 
similai-  letter  which  Smith  had  just  received  from  Brow 
"  He  wants  from  five  lo  eight  hundred  dollars  for  eecre 
service,  and  thinks  tie  can  do  more  with  it  than  all  that  h 
yet  been  done.     That  is  his  errand.    He  wishes  to  avoifl 
publicity,  and  so  does  not  come  here,  aud  will  not  see  h 
family.     Meantime  he  is  staying  with  Fred  Douglass  undei 
the  norn  tie  ffiterre  of  N.  Hawkins,  —  to  which  name  he  d&-    , 
sires  letters  addressed,  care  of  Douglass.     This  is  news,  ^    ' 
he  'expects  to  overthrow  slavery'  in  a  large  part  of  the' 
country."    On  the  19th  of  Februai-y  Morton  wrote  me  again : 
"  John  Brown  is  here,  and  asks  me  to  say  he  is  waiting  here 
to  see  you.     If  you  cannot  come  within  the  time  he  named, 
—  aay  the  middle  of  next  week,  —  let  him  know  by  letter 
here  (Peterboro"),  enclosed  to  me,  when  you  can  come.     Ha 
says  'tis  not  jiossible  for  him  to  go  East  under  the  circum- 
stances.   He  would  very  much  like  to  see  you.    He  is  pleased 
to  find  Mr.  Smith  more  in  harmony  with  his  general  plan  I 
than  be  thought  he  might  be."     On  the  next  day  (February   1 
20)  Brown  himself  wrote  as  follows  to  bis  son. — 

PKraRBOKo",  N.  Y.,  Feb,  20,  1858. 
Dear  son  Jobk,  —  I  am  here  with  our  good  friends  Gerrit  Sinithl 
and  wife,  who,  1  am  rnuel  hupjiy  to  toll  yon,  are  ready  to  go  iu  fiir 
a  sliare  in  the  whole  tmdc.     I  will  i^ay  (in  the  Unguuge  nf  anutlierj, 
in  regard  to  this  most  onooumglng  ftu^t,  "  My  eoul  dotli  mngtiify  the 
Lord."     I  eeeiii  tu  be  ahiii>6t  inKrvelluUHly  helped ;  uud  to  Hia  name 
be  praise !     t  had  to-day  110  ^articuhLr  thmg  to  writ«,  other  than  lo 
let  you  «hiiro  in  my  oDBimnigeiiienl.     I  have  been  looking  fiir  a  letter 
fi'iitn  you  to  be  forwanlinl  from  Uocheeter;  aud  may  gpl  one  to-day. 
When  I  gel  one,  will  write  ynu  further.     I  do  not  expect  la  n 
here  long,  but  sijall  lie  glad  to  have  you  write  me  bore,  endoeiug  lAaJ 
Cahib  CalkiiiB,!  Esq.,   Pelerboro',   Madlann  County,   X.  Y.     Jaa 
nnd  fiuiiUy  well  uu  the  Ijtli. 

Your  affectionate  father,  Joan  Daow'S,^ 

frotu  iiuoag  them,  uid  Ihat  Hinie  nt  tlie  Kanaoa  people  thought.  Iiim  ir 
All  this,  oombiun]  with  the  complunia  and  iiitiinaCien*  of  Furbm,  1ml  nM'l 
to  irungina  tliat  Brown  h«ii  •nme  plan  for  Mi  uprising  of  slaves :  bnl,  if  eoi  I 
I  siippoaed  it  would  be  on  llie  Ksniuu  Iwnler,  nr  in  anm"  |uul  nf  Hiam'tri.  ■ 
>  This  waa  the  faithful  «lerk  of  Orrit  Smith,  ta  whise  hiin4«  rneal  vtM 
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I  have  still  Dped  of  all  the  hi?lp  1  cAit  possiblj  get,  but  ain  gnsstl}- 
encouraged  id  liskiiig  Tur  it.  Mr.  Siiiitli  tliiulis  yuu  might  u^K'ntUf 
to  more  arfvantiige  hi  New  Bngluml,  itlK)ut  Boslou,  llmo  lij  gcing  to 
Washington,  —  my  iii  the  large  wiuatry  towus.  I  lliink  iie  iimy  be 
right.     Do  as  yiiu  th1[|k  hunt. 

Youra  i-vcr,  J.  n. 


Theodore  Parker  and 
able  to  accept  tliis  saco' 
■for  a  meeting  at  I'etetl 
Colonel  Higginsoii  to  }.„^ 
But  ill  fact  1  made  the  ; 
Btota,  ten  miles  from  Pett 
day,  February  22.     Theta  . 


irna  being  at  the  time  un- 
iug  retjuest  from  Brown 
mined  to  go,  and  invited 
rVuroesCer,  February  20, 
lone,  and  readied  Caua- 
the  after  noon  of  Moii- 
took  the  'Stage-coach,  or 


was  met  by  Mr.  Suiitli'a  sleigh,  and  drove  up  over  tho  hilla 
to  his  house,  where  1  arrived  early  in  the  evening  of  Wash- 
ington's birthday.  Brown  had  been  there  since  the  preced- 
ing Thursday,  and  luid  unfolded  much  of  his  plan  to  the 
Smiths.  After  dinner,  and  after  a  few  minutes  spent  with 
other  guests  in  tlie  parlor,  I  went  witli  Mr.  Smith,  John 
Brown,  and  iny  classmate  Morton,  to  the  room  of  Mr.  Mor- 
ton in  the  third  story.  Here,  in  the  long  winter  evening 
which  followed,  the  whole  outline  of  Brown's  campaign  in 
Virginia  was  laid  before  our  little  council,  to  the  astonish- 
ment and  almost  the  dismay  of  those  present.  The  constitu- 
tion which  he  had  drawn  up  for  the  government  of  his  men, 
and  of  such  territory  as  they  might  occupy,  was  exhibited 
by  Brown,  its  provisions  recited  and  explained,  t!ie  proposed 
movements  of  his  men  indicated,  and  the  middle  of  May  was 
named  as  the  time  of  the  attack.  To  begin  this  hazardous 
adventure  he  asked  for  but  eight  hundred  dollars,  and  wouhl 
think  himself  rich  with  a  thousand.  Being  questioned  and 
opposed  by  his  friends,  he  laid  before  them  in  detail  hi.s 
methods  of  organization  and  fortification  ;  of  settlement  in 
the  South,  if  tiiat  were  possible,  and  of  retreat  through  the 


hia  \tTge  peciitiiari' ! 
niBttprs  as  tliii  to  " 
the  tutor  of  Mr.  Srn 


intniatwi,  and  hHoemi  Inisiin-sB  it  wtt.s  in  such 
ee,  ii[nl  sav  Tiothiiig."  Mortnn,  at  thnt  time 
i-HH  Imrn  in  I'ljinoiith,  Wms.,  of  the  Pilgrim 
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North,  if  necesaary ;  and  hia  theory  of  the  way  in  which 
such  au  invasion  would  be  received  in  the  country  at  large. 
He  desired  from  his  friends  a  patient  hearing  of  bis  state- 
ments, a  candid  opinion  coDcerning  his  plan,  and,  if  that 
were  favorable,  tben  such  aid  in  money  auil  support  as  we  ' 
could  give  him.  We  listened  until  after  midnight,  proposing 
objections  and  raising  difficulties  ;  but  nothing  could  shake 
the  purpose  of  the  old  Puritan.  Every  difficulty  had  been 
foreseen  and  provided  i^ainst  in  some  manner ;  the  grand 
difficulty  of  all,  —  the  manifest  hopelessness  of  undertaking 
anything  so  vast  with  such  slender  means,  —  was  met  with 
the  text  of  Scripture :  "  If  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  ^^nst 
us?"  He  had  made  nearly  all  his  arrangements :  he  had  bo 
many  men  enlisted,  so  many  hundred  weapons  ;  all  he  now 
wanted  was  the  small  sum  of  money.  With  that  he  would 
open  his  campaign  in  the  spring,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that 
the  enterprise  "  would  pay,"  as  he  said. 

On  the  23d  of  February  the  discussion  was  renewed,  and, 
as  usually  happened  when  be  had  time  enough,  Captain 
Brown  began  to  prevail  over  the  objections  of  his  friends.' 
At, any  rate,  they  saw  that  they  must  either  stand  by  him, 
or  leave  him  to  dash  himself  alone  against  the  fortress  he 
was  determined  to  assault.  To  withhold  aid  would  only 
delay,  not  prevent  bim  ;  nothing  short  of  betraying  hira  to 
the  enemy  wauld  do  tliat.  As  the  sun  was  setting  over  the 
snowy  hills  of  the  region  where  we  met,  I  walked  for  an 
hour  with  Gerrit  Smith  among  those  woods  and  fields  (then 
included  in  his  broad  manor)  which  his  father  bad  purchased 
of  the  Indiana  and  bequeathed  to  him.  Brown  was  left  at 
home  by  the  fire,  discussing  points  of  theology  with  Charles 
Stewart,  an  old  captain  under  Wellington,  who  also  hap- 
pened to  be  visiting  at  the  house.  Mr.  Smith  restated  in 
his  eloquent  way  the  daring  propositions  of  Brown,  whose 
import  he  nuderstood  fully ;  and  then  said  in  substance : 
"  You  see  how  it  is ;  our  dear  old  friend  has  made  np  his 
mind  to  this  course,  and  cinnot  be  turned  from  it.  We 
cannot  give  him  up  to  die  alone  ;  we  must  support  him.     I 

■  "  Ah,  gentlmnen,"  said  Eiiu-in  Coppoc  at  Hiirper'*  Ferry,  "  yon  don't 

know  C'jipUin  Brown  ;  when  kr  wants  ii  man  to  .to  a  thing  he  does  it." 
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will  raise  so  many  hundred  dollars  for  him ;  you  must  lay 
the  case  before  your  frieuds  in  Massachusetts  and  perhaps 
they  will  do  the  same.  I  see  no  other  way."  For  myself, 
1  had  reached  the  same  conclusion,  and  engaged  to  bring 
the  scheme  at  once  to  the  attention  of  tlie  three  Massachu- 
setts men  to  whom  Brown  had  written,  and  also  of  Dr. 
S.  G.  Howe,  who  had  sometimes  favored  action  almost  aa 
extreme  as  this  proposed  by  Brown.  J  returned  to  Boston 
on  the  25th  of  February,  and  ou  the  same  day  communi- 
cated the  enterprise  to  Theodore  Parker  and  Wentworth 
Higginson.  At  the  suggestion  of  Parker,  Bi-own,  who  bad 
gone  to  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  was  invited  to  visit  Boston  secretly, 
and  did  so  the  4th  of  March,  taking  a  room  at  the  American 
House,  hi  Hanover  Street,  and  remaining  for  the  most  part 
in  his  room '  during  the  four  days  of  his  stay,  Mr.  Parker 
was  deeply  interested  in  tlie  project,  but  not  very  san- 
guine of  its  success.  He  wished  to  see  it  tried,  believing 
that  it  must  do  good  even  if  it  failed.  Brown  remained  at 
the  Amei'ican  House  until  Monday,  March  8,  when  he  de- 
parted for  Philadelphia.  Ou  the  fJth  of  March  he  wrote  to 
bis  son  John  from  Boston  :  "  My  call  here  has  met  witb  a 
most  hearty  response,  so  that  I  feel  assured  of  at  least  toler- 
able success.  I  ought  to  he  thankful  for  this.  All  has  been 
effected  by  quiet  meeting  of  a  few  choice  friends,  it  being 
scarcely  known  that  I  have  been  in  the  city." 

Before  visiting  Gerrit  Smith,  and  while  doubly  occupied 
in  managing  his  delicate  negotiation  with  Forbes,  and  ar- 
ranging for  a  full  disclosure  of  his  purposes  to  his  wealthy 
friends,  John  Brown,  from  his  hiding-place  in  Rochester, 
addressed  this  pathetic  letter  to  his  household  ii\  the  wintry 
forest  of  North  Elba :  — 

To  his  Family. 

BocHESTER,  J).  Y..  Jnn.  30.  18S8. 
Mt  deak  Wife  and  CHrLDRESi,  every  one,  —  I  «tn  (pniiaed 
be  God  !)  once  mureiu  York  Slats.  Whether  I  ehnll  he  peniiittM 
to  visii  jiiii  or  nut  thiti  wiuli-r  or  spring,  I  cannot  now  say ;  but  it  is 
Boine  relief  of  mind  t«  Feci  tlint  I  am  agitiii  8<i  nenr  yiiu.  Pori^iibly,  if 
I  raianot  go  to  aeo  jon,  I  mnyhe  aUe  to  devise  eoine  way  for  some 
'  TliU  H-iu  Nil,  126,  I  mneiiilier. 
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one  or  more  of  you  to  meet  me  somewhere.  The  anxiety  I  feel  to 
see  my  wife  and  children  once  more  I  am  unable  to  describe.  I  want 
exceedingly  to  see  my  big  baby  and  Ruth's  baby,  and  to  see  how  that 
little  com))auy  of  sheep  looli  about  this  time.  The  cries  of  my  poor 
sorrow-stricken  despairing  children,  whose  '*  tears  on  their  cheeks '' 
are  ever  in  my  eyes,  and  whose  sighs  are  ever  iu  my  ears,  may  how- 
ever prevent  my  eujuying  the  happiness  I  so  much  desire.  But, 
courage,  courage,  courage !  —  the  great  work  of  my  life  (the  unseen 
Hand  that  '*  guided  me,  and  who  has  indeed  holden  my  right  hand, 
may  hold  it  still,''  tliough  I  have  not  known  him  at  all  as  I  ought)  I 
may  yet  see  accomplished  (God  helping),  and  be  permitted  to  return, 
and  '*  rest  at  evening." 

0  my  daughter  Ruth  I  could  any  plan  be  devised  whereby  you 
eould  let  Henry  go  **  to  school "  (as  you  expressed  it  in  your  letter  to 
him  while  iu  Kansas),  I  would  rather  now  have  him  **  for  another 
term  "  than  to  have  a  hundred  average  scholars.  I  have  a  particular 
and  very  important,  but  not  dangerous,  place  for  him  to  fill  iu  the 
"  scIkmiI,"  and  I  know  of  no  man  living  so  well  adapted  to  fill  it.  I 
am  quite  coufideut  some  way  can  be  devised  so  that  you  and  your 
children  could  be  with  him,  aud  be  quite  happy  even,  and  safe ;  but 
God  forbid  me  to  flatter  you  iuto  trouble !  I  (Hd  not  do  it  before. 
My  dear  child,  could  you  f«icc  such  music  if,  on  a  full  explanation, 
Henry  could  be  satisfied  that  his  family  might  be  safe  f  I  would 
make  a  similar  inquiry  of  my  own  dear  wife ;  but  I  have  kept  her 
tumbling  hero  and  there  over  a  stormy  and  tempestuous  sea  for  so 
many  years  that  I  cannot  ask  her  such  a  question.  The  natural  in- 
genuity of  Salmon  in  connection  with  some  experience  he  and  Oliver 
have  both  had,  would  point  him  out  as  the  next  best  man  I  could  now 
select ;  but  I  am  dumb  in  his  case,  as  also  in  the  case  of  Watscm  and 
all  my  other  sons.  Jason's  qualifications  are,  some  of  them,  like 
Henry's  also. 

Do  not  noise  it  about  that  I  am  in  these  parts,  and  direct  to  N. 
Hawkins,  care  of  Frederick  Douglass,  Rochester,  N.  Y.  I  want  to 
hear  how  you  are  all  supplied  with  winter  clothing,  boots,  etc. 

God  bless  you  all ! 

Your  affectionate  husband  and  father,  John  Brown. 

Ruth's  reply  to  this  letter  should  not  fail  to  be  quoted 
here :  — 

Euth  Thompson  to  John  Brown. 

North  Elba,  Feb.  20, 1858. 

My  dear  Father,  —  Your  letter  of  January  30  we  received  this 
week,  it  having  lain  in  the  postoffioe  a  week.    Oliver  went  to  tl 
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ofGcc  tmi  gal  our  awa;  there  were  two  letters  fxr  me,  but  llie 
postmaster  did  not  givn  lum  fiiura.  Wo  did  not  get  it  lliis  wet'k  in 
time  to  answcT  it,  or  we  sliogld  have  dune  »n  iinineiliatolf.  1  am 
Borry  for  luch  a  dvlny.  We  were  rejoiued  i"  hear  Uial  you  wern  so 
near  us,  and  we  Imjie  timt  you  eao  viisit  us  yet  lirfoTi!  leaving  York 
State.  It  realty  Bi-^ms  burd  that  we  eanmit  eev  yon,  when  yoD  have 
been  ho  long  from  home ;  ye*  we  are  gUd  that  you  slill  frel  eniynir- 
-  aged.     Dear  father,  you  h  rather  uf  a  liard  qucKtiuu. 

I  want  b>  andwci-  y.iii  wis'  know  how.     I  oaanal  bear 

the  thought  of  Heury  lea  i  j  yet  I  know  I  am  arliiah. 

When  I  think  of  my  poor  b,  that  are  deprivml  of  both 

hasbanit  and  childnn,  I  I  ihcm  ;  and  were  il  not  fur 

my  little  childruo,  I  wuuk  nywhiw  with  Henry,  if  by 

going  1  oould  do  ilii'iii  fin)  id  the  place  you  wish  him  lo 

fill  I     How  long  w.juld  y<j  Winild  my  g'ling  be  of  any 

ser\'ice  to  him  or  you  f     I  si  ■/  glnd  to  be  with  him,  if  h 

would  not  be  nmre  I'xppnse  man  wtiai  gmid  wo  could  do.  I  eny  tre  ; 
oould  I  not  do  something  fur  ihe  ciusel  Henry's  feelings  are  the 
SHinu  that  they  have  bti'n.  He  sjiys:  "  Tell  father  that  1  think  he 
jiWea  too  high  an  eKtiinate  on  my  qoalifi.'jitious  as  a  fdioUr ;  and  tell 
him  I  shimid  lilte  uiueh  to  see  him."  I  wish  wo  eould  see  you,  and 
then  we  bIiouIcI  know  bcIttT  whot  to  do  ;  but  will  you  not  write  to  ua 
and  give  us  a  full  exphinalion  of  what  you  want  hiui  to  do  f  .  .  . 
Please  write  often. 

Your  uifoclioualc  daughter, 

BUTll  Thumpson. 

In  a  letter  of  February  24  from  Gerrit  Smith's  house. 
Brown  wrote  to  his  wife:  "I  have  been  here  for  a  short 
time,  and  am  making  middling  good  progress,  I  think. 
Mr.  Smith  and  family  go  all  lengths  with  iiie."  A  week 
later  he  was  more  explicit :  — 

To  hh  Wife. 

New  York,  Mnrrh  9,  185S. 
My  riEAR  Wife,  —  I  receivetl  yonra  of  the  I7lh  of  February  yes- 
terday ;  was  very  glad  of  it,  and  lo  know  that  yciu  hint  got  the  ten 
dolhirs  safe.  I  am  having  a  constant  serii's  of  both  great  encourage- 
ments and  cli»courageineiil3,  but  iim  yet  nhle  to  sjiy,  in  view  of  all, 
"  hitherto  the  Lord  hath  heljied  me."  I  shall  send  Salmon  dome- 
thing  as  soon  as  I  ran,  and  will  try  lo  get  y.iu  the  artiules  you  men- 
tion.    I  find  a  inueh  inure  earnest  feeling  among  the  colored  people 
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tlian  ever  ^fure ;  but  that  is  bj  no  meaoB  nnDeual.  On  the  whulf^ 
the  Ungoage  of  ProviJeiica  to  me  would  ocrtainl;  fteem  to  sa;, 
"  Try  on."  I  flatter  myself  thut  I  may  be  able  tu  go  anil  we  yon 
again  before  a  great  while ;  but  1  iiiny  nut  be  able.  I  loug  to  see 
you  all.  All  were  well  with  John  aud  Jasoo  a  few  days  Bince.  I 
had  a  good  visit  with  !klr.  SaDboru  at  Gerrit  Smith's  a  few  days  ago. 
It  would  be  no  very  strange  thing  if  he  should  join  me.  May  Qod 
abandantly  bless  yoa  all !  No  one  writes  me  but  you. 
Your  afilectionale  husband, 

John  Bbown. 

As  this  letter  shows,  Brown  had  left  Peterboro'  in  or- 
der to  visit  and  confer  with  the  colored  people  of  New 
York,  Brooklyn,  and  Philadelphia  concerning  hia  main 
plan.  He  wiia  to  bare  visited  Philadelphia  with  Douglass 
before  going  to  Boston ;  but  while  in  Brookly u  be  received 
this  letter  from  Douglass :  — 

Stbacubk,  Feb.  27,  1S3S. 

My  dear  Fbiend,  — When  we  parted,  we  were  to  meet  in  Phila- 
delphia on  FridHy,  March  S.  I  write  now  to  postpone  going  to 
Philadelphia  until  Weducsday,  March  10.  Pleaee  write  me  at 
Korhester  if  this  will  <l»,  and  if  you  wish  me  to  come  at  that  time. 
You  can,  1  hope,  find  wnrk  enough  in  and  about  Xew  York  up  to 
that  dai«.  Please  make  my  warmest  regards  to  Mrs.  and  Mr. 
Gloucester,  and  accept  that  and  more  fur  yourself. 

Fred  Douolabs. 

John  Bitows,  Esq. 

Brown  answered  this  note  March  2,  and  had  previously 
written  ine  from  Brooklyn  as  follows  :  — 

Blt00KLr.T,  Feb.  26,  I85S. 
F.  B,  SANDnRN.  Esq.,  Concord,  Han. 

My  dkak  Friend,  —  I  want  to  put  into  the  hand«  of  my  young 
men  copies  of  Plutarch's  "Lives,"  Irviog's  "Life  of  Washington," 
the  best-writlen  Life  of  Napoleon,  and  other  similar  books,  together 
with  maps  and  statistics  of  States.  Could  you  not  find  persons  who 
might  be  induced  to  conlribute  old  copies  (or  other  ones)  of  that 
character,  or  find  some  person  who  would  be  willing  to  undertake  to 
collect  some  for  me  f  I  also  want  to  get  a  quanlit;  of  best  white 
cotton  drilling,  —  some  hundred  pieces,  if  T  can  get  it.  The  use  of 
this  article  1  will  h»reiifier  r'xplain.     Mr.  Morton  will  forward  your 
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letter  h<^Tti  tu  me.  AuTthiiig  you  timy  bo  dUpuscd  U)  ia,j  to  ine 
within  two  or  throe  days  please  enrluso  to  James  N.  Glouccsier, 
No.  265  Bridgu  Street,  Bruoklyn,  N.  Y. 

Very  respectfully  your  friend, 

John  Bbowk. 

P.  S.  Persons  whu  would  devcit*  their  time  to  the  good  work,  aa 
agents  Id  difiiiruut  parts,  might  do  incalculable  gixxl.  Can  you  find 
aoy  eticb  f 


From  Gerrit  Smith's  h(  «  diij  I  departed  for  Boa- 

ton,  Brown  •wrots  to  me  >  '.e  toueliiag  aiid  prophetic 

letters  which  so  seldoQ  ijm  bis  pen,  and  which  I 

have  cherished  as  the  oi  j.  rte  evidence  of  bis  conli- 
dence  in  my  friendship  tuiu  aiusuu  with  bim  :  — 

•/ohn  Brown  to  F.  B.  Sa7ibom. 

pETEHBono",  N.  Y..  Feb.  24.  1858. 

Mv  DEAR  FmESn,  —  Mr.  Murlon  has  taken  llie  liberty  of  saying 
to  me  that  you  fch  half  inclined  to  make  a  common  cause  with  me. 
I  greatly  rejuice  nt  this  ;  for  I  believe  when  yoo  come  to  look  at  the 
ample  field  I  labor  in,  and  the  rich  harvest  which  not  imly  this  entire 
eininlry  biit  the  whole  witrld  linritig  the  present  nnd  future  genera- 
tions may  reap  from  its  siiecessful  cultivation,  you  will  feel  that  yoQ 
arc  out  of  yotir  element  until  you  find  you  are  in  it,  an  entire  unit. 
What  an  inconceivable  amount  of  good  you  might  so  effect  by  your 
counsel,  your  example,  your  cucoiiragement,  your  natural  nnd  ac- 
quired ability  fur  active  senice!     And  then,  how  very  little  we  can 

possibly  l(«e !    Certainly  the  cause  is  enough  to  live  for,  if  not  to 

for.  I  have  only  had  tliis  one  opportunity,  in  a  life  of  nearly  sixty 
years  ;  and  could  I  be  pjintinuoil  ten  times  ns  long  again,  I  iiiii;!it 
not  agiiiii  have  aziolher  equal  opportunity.  God  has  honored  but 
comparatively  a  very  smidl  jiitrt  of  mankind  with  any  possible  chanco 
for  such  mighty  nnd  »oiil -satisfying  rewards.  But.  my  dear  frienii, 
if  you  shc.uhl  make  up  your  mind  to  do  so,  I  trust  it  will  be  whidly 
from  the  promptings  of  your  own  spirit,  after  having  thoroughly 
cimntwl  the  cost.  1  would  flatter  no  man  into  such  a  measure,  if  I 
c<iuld  do  it  ever  so  easily. 

I  expect  nothing  but  Ui  "  endure  hnrdness  ; "  but  I  expect  to  effect 
a  mighty  conquest,  even  though  it  be  like  the  last  viWory  of  Sam- 
■on.     I  felt  fi>T  a  number  of  years,  in  earlier  life,  a  steady,  strong  . 


(M^U,.  ^  ^  x!  'tMo.  /rrr 


/^a  iu^u^  c^ 
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il(-Bin>  ti>  die:  bat  since  T  mw  any  pmspocl  uf  becoming  a"i 
in  llie  gmil  hurvpst,  I  lutve  not  unly  felt  quite  willlug  io  1: 
have  enjoyed  life  muofa ;  anil  am  now  rather  anxiouB  tu  li' 
few  zeal's  wore. 

Your  sincero  friend, 

John  BrowhJR 

Till   I  follow  my  noble  friend  to  that  other  world  ool 
which  his  hopes  were  fixed,  I  can  never  read  this  lettefel 
without  emotion.     Yet  it  did  not  peisuade  me  to  coniplv 
with  hie  wish.     Long  aceustomed  to  guide  my  life  by  leu 
ings  and  omens  from  that  shrine  whose  oracles  may  de8troJ''J 
but  can  never  deceive,  I  listened  in  vain,  through  monthffj 
of  doubt  and  anxiety,  for  a  clear  and  certain  call.     But  i 
was  revealed  to  me  that  no  confidence  could  be  too  great,   ' 
no  trust  nor  affectiou-  too  extreme,  towards  this  aged  poor 
man  whom  the  Lord  had  chosen  as  his  champion.     In  any 
event  of  his  designs,  —  had  he  failed  as  conspicuously  as 
he  has  succeeded,  —  I  could  still  have  had  nothing  to  regret 
in  the  little  aid  I  afforded  him,  except  that  I  could  not  aid 
him  more.    The  work  upon  which  he  entered  was  danger- 
ous, and  even  desperate ;  none  saw  this  better  than  those 
who  stood  with  him  :  but  his  commission  was  from  a  Court 
that  could  bear   him  out,   whatever  the  result.    ^It  is  a 
maxim  even  of  worldly  prudence  that  desperate   diseases   , 
require  desperate  remedies,  —  tn  relmit  arduit  ac  teniii  i 
fortUainia  guof/ue  eonsilta  sunt  optima.     But  it  is  also  tlufl 

'  This  lutter,  which  is  now  in  [losmasian  of  Mra.  StesrnH,  «u  ^'^«i*»d 
l>y  me  soon  *fter  my  return  tu  Con«>rd.  On  my  way  throngh  Bmlon  t 
h»J  conimunicatcd  la  Thpadore  Parker  (at  his  houM  in  Ex«tfr  PIhcp,  to 
which  I  had  taken  Brown  in  January.  ia&7.  ant)  whrre  he  met  Mr.  Har- 
rison and  other  Aboliiionist*)  tho  suhstnnce  of  Brown'a  p'"" :  and  u|Kin 
receiving  the  tstt«T  1  IntnsniitU'd  it  to  Parker.  He  rctaiund  K.  to  that  it 
■  was  out  of  my  posseasion  in  Octobur,  1858,  when  I  destroyed  mn«  of  tho 
Iftters  of  Brown  and  othnrs  whii-h  POiil.I  eowpromiiie  our  frienil*.  Soma 
time  arterward,  probably  in  18(13,  wtipn  Parkor  had  litun  df«d  two 
my  Irttere  to  him  ttmr  back  tn  me,  and  amanft  thoni  thia  cpislle. 
to  me  an  ertreme  value,  from  it«  assnciation  with  the  niBoiory  of  my  b 
•nd  noblest  friends  ;  but  in  itself  It  is  aUo  a  remarlcablr  utterance.  TM  J 
it  did  not  draw  me  into  the  field  as  one  of  Brown'i  band  wai  dne  to  lb* 
droanutanee  that  the  intemate  of  other  pennns  were  then  too  much  In  my 
'  '  1  my  thoaghtn  to  permit  a  change  of  my  whole  Mnra*  of  life. 
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privilege  of  heroism,  as  of  L)eauty  and  of  sanctity,  to  iia- 
pose  its  own  eondittoDS  upon  tlie  beholder :  they  claim  aud 
they  receive  their  due  homage.  A  casual  glauce,  a  frivo- 
lous mind,  might  be  deceived  in  John  Brown.     His  homely 

garb  and  plain  manners  did  not  betoken  greatness,  but 
neither  could  they  diagiiiae  it  That  antique  and  magnani- 
mous character  which  aiaid  wounds  and  fetters  and  fero- 
cious insults  suddenly  fastened  the  gaze  of  the  whole 
world ;  those  words  of  startling  simplicity  uttered  among 
the  corpses  of  his  men,  or  before  his  judges,  or  in  his 
prison  cell,  and  listened  to  by  all  mankind,  —  all  things 
that  were  peculiar  to  John  Brown  and  distinguished  him 
among  the  multitude,  lost  nothing  of  their  force  when  be 
was  seen  at  nearer  view  and  heard  within  the  walla  of  a 
chamber.  That  impressive  personality,  whose  echoes  ao 
long  filled  the  air  of  our  camps,  lacked  nothing  of  its  effect 
upon  the  few  who  came  within  his  iufluence  before  the 
world  recognized  hira.  We  saw  this  lonely  and  obscure. 
old  man  choosing  poverty  before  wealth,  renouncing  the 
tiea  of  affection,  throwing  away  his  ease,  his  reputation, 
and  hia  life  for  the  sake  of  a  despised  race  and  for  "  zeal  to 
his  country's  ancient  liberties,"  Moved  by  this  example, 
shamed  by  this  generosity,  was  it  to  be  imagined  that 
young  men  and  devoted  Abolitionists  would  examine  cau- 
tiously the  grounds  of  prudence,  or  timidly  follow  a  scrupu- 
lous conaervatism  ?  Without  accepting  Brown's  plana  as 
reasonable,  we  were  prepared  to  second  them  merely  because 
they  were  bis,  —  under  the  impulse  of  that  aeutiinent  to 
which  Andrew  afterward  gave  utterance  when  he  said: 
"  Whatever  might  be  thought  of  John  Brown's  acts,  .lohn 
Brown  himself  was  right."  Three  courses  were  open  to  na, 
—  to  aid  him  so  far  as  we  could  ;  to  discountenance  and  op- 
pose his  plans  ;  or  to  remain  neutral.  Of  course  there  was 
no  thought  of  betraying  liis  confidence,  nor  of  treating  hira 
as  a  madman  incapable  of  counsel.  And  it  was  soon  evi- 
dent that  where  Brown  was  concerned  there  could  be  no 
neutrality  and  no  indifference. 

In  the  winter  and  spring  of  1858  the  Kansas  rifles,  pistols, 
etc.,  were  in  the  care  of  John  Brown,  Jr.,  to  whom  his  father 
wrute  iiom  ilr.  Smith's  house,  Feb.  23, 1858 :  — 
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"  I  hitTe  become  aatiefied  tUut  it  will  be  entirely  best  to  have  aS  | 
my  freight  reumvcd  ^in  Cuuueaut,  nnd  irtored  awtty  aitfe  with  v^rf 
quiet  friendi,  and  all  inarks  removed  fnun  ihe  boscs.'     I  hiive  lari'l/ 
luHi'ued  uf  some  cirDUTiisiHuct'a  which  eiiiitfy  uic  thut  ililitHitl  iwrlniuljr 
Lf  a  prudvut  Dicasuro;  aud  I  vv-isb  yen  tu  tffnil  it  Ha  buuu  i 
wilhout  Qxlni  effort  aud  aacrllici'.    Have  uot  henrd  from  you  for  k 
duja.     Wiite  K.  Uawkius,  wire  of  K.  Oougldsa." 

The  airival   of  Brown   in  Boston   was  thus  indicate 
Parker  being  the  first  to  learn  it ;  — 

BroiBii  to  Theodore  Farlcer. 

AUKBICAN  House,  Boston,  March  4,  18$8. 
My  dear  Sib,  —  I  sbftll  be  imiBt  happy  to  *ee  you  at 
(126)  in  tills  houtip,  at  aoy  and  st  all  hours  that  may  unit  jour  iiwii  ' 
cuuvenience,  or  that  of  trieuds.  Mr.  Sanlmm  asked  me  to  lie  here 
by  Friday  evening,  and  ns  I  was  nnxiotiB  to  have  all  the  time  1  nould 
get,  I  vAme  on  at  once.  Ploase  cull  by  yoursi'lf  and  iriih  fHinids  a« 
yi>u  can.  Please  inquire  for  Mr.  {dM  Ciiploin)  Bruwu,  of  Nuw 
York.  Your  friend,  JouH  BiuiWiI. 

Parker  waa  one  of  the  first  persona  who  called  on  Brown 
during  his  short  visit  to  Boston,  whii^h  it  waa  then  sup- 
posed would  be  his  last  until  he  should  have  struck  his 
great  blow  in  Virginia.  I  had  come  from  Gerrit  Smith's 
house  directly  to  Parker's  house  in  Boston,  and  had  com- 
municated Brown's  plans  to  Parker  at  Brown's  request  and 
Smith's.  On  the  same  day  at  Worcester,'  and  the  next  day 
at  Boston.  I  told  Higginson  and  Dr.  S.  G.  Howe,  as  Brown 
desired  me  to  do.     I  asked  him  what  i  should  say  to  Mr. 

I  Se*  nnte  >t  tile  pnd  of  rhnpter  WW.  for  the  disixml  of  th«sA  mum 
and  tlifir  rcmovnl  to  Harprr's  Ferry, 

■  Ilvfiirv  BrnVD  had  i{iiil«  conrertnl  its  to  bi*  anpport  at  Pctcrboro'.  a 
the  ^d  or  Ffbranry,  I  bognn  ■  Ivllvr  to  HilEgiason  whii^li  w>*  neviT  An 
ighi^,  Imt  on  the  Ini-k  nf  wliifh  Brovrn  that  day  drew  rnde  oullinm  of  ki 
Tirfniin  forla.  I  hnTH  this  *\\e'l  utill  i  th«  fngntvnX  ninii  thllx  :  "  X 
FsiF-Kn,  ■~~  Yoii  noKht  to  be  lirnr  to  wn  our  it\'n'\  HxK'kiiix,  wbn  i«  ■ 
ciiti'rinK  larp-ly  into  thi-  wool  business,  in  which  hr  biu  b»a  niorc  oi 
•nK«giJ  all  bi(  lir«.  H»  now  hHn  a  pilan  —  tbi>  ttsuU  of  many  yuan' 
riilitndy  — "  Here  tin  ootr  «udi  ^  and  on  th*  otbrr  >i-lp  of  tfax  tbiwt  M 
Brown'a  pencilUnjt*.  above  obich  1  then  wnte^  "  WooIUa  naeUncry,  1 
•miMA  by  N.  Uaokiaa." 
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Stearns.  Brown  replied  thtit  he  would  make  the  oommuni- 
eation  himself  in  Boston,  as  he  did  about  March  6.  He  de- 
sired that  Wendell  Phillips  should  not  be  informed,  nor  did 
he  ever  reveal  his  plans  fully  to  Phillips.  On  the  suc- 
ceeding Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday  he  saw  Parker,  Dr. 
Howe,  Mr.  Stearns,  Mr,  Higginson,  and  two  or  three  other 
persons.  He  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  show  himself  at 
Parker's  Sunday-evening  reception,  on  the  7th  of  March,  as 
he  had  done  when  in  Boston  the  year  before ;  and  therefore 
he  wrote  Mr.  Parker  a  letter,  which  I  carried  to  him  tliat 
afternoon, 

Broicn  to    Theodore  Parker. 

Boston,  Mash.,  JIarch  7,  185S. 

Mr  DEAR  SiK,  —  Since  yon  know  I  have  an  almust  cnunlleBS  brood 
of  p<M)r  liungrjr  chivkens  lo  "scwWh  for,"  you  will  not  reproach  ine 
for  Bomlching  uven  on  the  Sabbath.  At  any  rate,  I  trust  Gvd  will 
not.  I  want  you  tu  undertake  to  provide  a  siiUstituto  fur  jin  nddresa 
fou  saw  last  season,  directed  to  the  ufficers  atid  soldiers  of  the  United 
States  Army.  Tlic  ideas  coutained  in  that  address  I  of  MiirHe  like, 
for  I  fiimialied  the  skeleton.  I  never  had  the  ability  lo  clothe  tbuss 
ideus  in  knguago  at  all  tu  satisfy  iiiyselfi  and  I  was  by  no  means 
BAtisfied  with  the  style  of  that  address,  and  do  not  know  aa  I  mn  give 
auy  correct  idea  of  what  I  want,     i  will,  however,  try. 

in  the  first  iilaoe  it  mast  be  short,  or  it  will  not  be  genenilly  read. 
It  inDBi  be  in  the  simplest  or  plunest  language,  without  the  least 
AJTeclatioD  of  the  scholar  about  it,  and  yet  be  worded  with  great 
eleamese  and  power.  The  anonymous  writer  must  (in  the  language 
of  the  Paddy)  be  "  afther  others,"  end  not  "  afther  himself  at  all,  at 
all."  If  the  spirit  that  communimited  Frankliu's  Poor  RichHrd  (or 
some  other  good  spirit)  would  dictate,  1  think  it  would  be  quite  aa 
well  employed  as  the  "dear  sister  spirits"  have  been  for  sora<-  years 
past.  The  address  should  be  appropriate,  and  particularly  adapted 
Vi  the  peculiar  cireumslanees  we  anticipate,  and  should  look  to  tlie 
actual  change  of  service  from  that  of  Satan  to  the  service  of  God.  It 
should  be,  in  short,  a  most  eaniest  and  powerful  appeal  to  men's 
sense  of  right  and  to  thrir  feelings  of  hiimHiiity.  Soldiers  are  men, 
and  no  man  can  certainly  calculate  the  vnlno  and  importance  of  get- 
tiug  a  single  "nail  into  old  Captain  Kidd's  chest."  It  should  bo 
provided  belurehnud,  and  be  ready  iu  ailvance  to  distribute  by  all 
persons,  male  nnd  female,  who  may  be  disposed  lo  favor  the  right. 

I  also  want  a  similar  «hort  address,  appropriate  to  the  peculiar 
eirvumaUucea,  intended  for  all  peraons,  old  aud  young,  mule  and 


1808.1  THE   PLANS   DISCLOSED. 

female,  slareholding  and  non-elBveluildiDg,  to  be  pent  out  bnitulca 
ovpT  the  eatiro  nation.     Su  by  everj  mHle  and  female  pris*>uer  p 
bi'iDi;  s«t  Bt  liWrty,  and  to  hf  rend  by  them  during  cunlinnjiir 
know  tlint  men  wilt  listen,  and  rtHoot  ton,  undpr.euch  cimuinsl 
Pcrsous  will  Ijeiir  yoiir  Hniicliivcry  Ipriiiros  and  abolitiiiu  leetuwl 
when  tlicy  hnve  btio»in(<  virtiiully  sIuvm  tliein^elves.    Tbc  iuijireafV 
sinus  made  i>n  priaimere  by  kiudntsB  and  pluin  dealing,  iniitc-nd  tT" 
bnrbiinias  and  cruel  treatment,  euch  u  Ihey  might  give,  ai 
iif  being  slitaghterrd  like  wild  reptiles,  as  they  might  very  Datundlj^a 
ox|iePt,  are  nut  only  powerful  but  la«tiug.     Females  art)  EUBn-ptibl»^ 
iif  baling  carried  away  eutirely  by  the  kindoew  'if  «u  intrvpiil  ■ 
iniij^iianimiius  suldier,  even  when  his  bare  name  waa  but  a  ternir  tht    , 
da;  previuiiH.^    Nuw,  dear  sir,  I  have  tiitd  yon  about  as  well  as  I 
knuw  how,  what  I  am  anxious  at  once  to  secure.     Will  you  write 
the  tracts,  or  get  them  written,  tio  that  I  may  commence  c(i)p(>rteur  T 
Very  respcctfnllj  your  fHend, 

Jdiis  Browit. 
P.  8-  If  I  shonld  never  see  yon  agnin,  please  drop  me  n  linwj 
(enclosed  to  Stephen  Smith,  Esq.,  Lombard  Street,  Htitlailclphli))/r 
at  onre,  saying  what  you  wilt  eneimrage  me  to  expert.     Yoi 
liberty  to  make  any  prudi>ii[  use  of  this  to  stir  up  any  fiioud. 
Yours  for  the  rigbl, 

JBpJ 

Perhaps  Brown  was  not  aware  how  hard  was  the  taakj 
imposed  by  these  masterly  directions  in  the  art  of  writing  J 
Parker,  who  was  then  overweighted  with  worl(,  never  under- 1 
took  to  write  the  tracts  desired,  nor  were  they  written  by  Y 
any  one  else;  but  Parker  sent  Brovrn  from  his  library  oa  J 
this  Sunday  the  report  of  General  McClellan  on  the  Eun>- j 
pean  armies,  which  was  then  a  new  book,  and  was  thoughT^ 
likely  to  be  of  service  to  Brown.  At  the  same  time  Brow 
praised  Plutarch  aa  a  book  he  had  read  with  great  profit  foi 

>  A  Kinau  newapaper  said  in  ISSfi  :  "  At  tbi-  «ckinK  at  OsawatiJi 
OOP  of  iht'  most  hitter  proalBTtry  men  in  Lykiim  Cmirily  wiu  killnl. 
nrinii-  WM  VA.  Timnioni.     Somvtiuin  aTterward  Brown  Etopppd  at  lUe  Inf 
houM  whrrs  Tiinnioni  hail  livnl.    Hia  widov  and  childnin  vere  thvir,  u 
iu  gnat  destitution.     He  inquiml  into  their  wints,  rrliaved  their  d 
tri'ssm,  and  supported  tbcm  until   thMr  friends  in   Minonri.  iufont 
through  Brown  of  the  couditinn  of  Mn.  Timmons,  liiiil  time 
her  and  cany  her  to  her  tonner  homn.     Mrs.  Tiinmoni  fully  ajipredstli 
the  grent  kindnaas  thus  ilioim  her,  but  nevar  learned  that  John  B 
>a«  her  benefactor." 
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its  military  and  moral  lessons,  and  paiticnlarl;  mentioned 
the  life  of  Sertoiius,  the  Roman  commander  who  ao  long 
carried  ou  a  partisan  warfare  in  Spain,  He  wished,  as  he 
had  before  written  me,  to  get  a  few  copies  of  Plutarcli  for 
his  men  to  read  in  camp,  and  inquired  particularly  about 
the  best  edition. 

Although  Brown  communicated  freely  to  the  four  persons 
just  named  his  plans  of  attack  and  defence  in  Virginia,  it 

iis  not  known  that  he  spoke  to  any  but  me  of  his  pur- 
pose to  surprise  the  arsenal  and  town  of  Harper's  Feriy. 
Both  Dr.  Howe  and  Mr.  Stearns  testified  before  Iklason's 
committee,  in  1860,  that  they  were  ignorant  of  Brown's  plan 
of  attack ;  which  was  true  ao  far  as  the  place  and  manner 
of  beginning  the  campaign  were  concerned.  It  is  probablo 
that  in  1858  Brown  had  not  definitely  resolved  to  seize 
Harper's  Ferry ;  yet  he  spoke  of  it  to  nie  Ijeside  his  coal-fire 
in  the  American  House,  putting  it  as  a  question,  rather,  with- 
out expressing  bis  own  pur]>oije.  I  questioned  him  a  little 
about  it ;  but  it  then  passed  from  my  mind,  and  1  did  not 
think  of  it  again  until  the  attack  had  been  made,  a  year  and 
&  half  afterward.  That  it  was  then  seriously  a  part  of  his 
plan  may  be  inferred,  however,  from  letters  to  his  sou  Jolm 
written  from  Douglass's  house,  Feb.  4-5,  1858,  in  which  he 
said :  "  I  have  been  thinking  that  I  would  like  to  have  you 
make  a  trip  to  Bedford,  Chamhersburg,  Gettysburg,  and 
Uniontown,  in  Pennsylvania,  travelling  slowly  along,  and 
inquiruig  out  every  man  on  the  way,  or  every  family  of  the 
rigbt  strijje,  and  getting  acquainted  with  them  as  much  as 
you  coidd.  When  you  look  at  the  location  of  those  places, 
you  will  readily  perceive  the  advantage  of  getting  up  some 
acquaintance  in  those  parts.''  After  advising  his  son  to  go 
to  Washiugton  and  call  on  such  members  of  Congress  as  Sir. 
Giddings  and  John  Sherman  of  Ohio,  Dr.  Chaffee  and  Mr. 
Bnrlingame  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  Olin,  of  Troy,  N.  Y., 
in  hopes  to  raise  five  hundred  or  one  thousand  dollars  by 
tlieir  aid  for  secret  service  ("  Mr.  Burlingame  gave  me  fifty 
dollars  at  Boston''),  Brown  writes;  "Vou  can  say  to  our 
friends  that  1  am  out  from  Kansas  for  that  espress  purpose. 
I  think  Mr.  Sherman  and  Giddings  will  give  you  a  good  lift. 
Eli  Thayer  is  a  particular  fileud.    1  have  no  doubt  he  would 
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hook  on  hU  team,  ...  Do  not  liap  my  plans  or  tbeories  o_ 
any  kind,  otlier  than  liy  mere  hints  to  such  persona  as  will 
fiint  ouininit  themselves.  Yoii  may  say  we  aru  a?  etroitij 
Alujlitionists  as  Gerrit  Smith."  Mardi  4,  Hrown  i 
trum  Boston:  "Aa  it  may  reijuire  some  time  to  bunt  out 
fi'irntlM  at  Bedford,  Cham  tiers  biir^',  Gettysburg,  Hagerslown,^ 
Md„  or  ei'en  Harprr'g  Ftrry,  Va.,  I  would  like  to  have  you 
urraiige  your  business  so  as  to  set  out  very  soon,  unless  you 
hfiu  to  the  contrary  from  me  right  awny.  Have  prettji 
much  cijiipludcd  not  to  have  you  go  to  Washington.  I  have 
Liut  little  'trust  in  princes'  myself  i  still  I  have  uo  doulit 
t)Ut  fioujething  might  be  done  there.  I  exjieet  to  go  from  ' 
hero  to  Philadelphia  with  our  KoL-hester  friend  in  three  or 
four  days."  March  6,  he  wrote  s^ain  from  Boston:  "  My 
call  here  has  met  with  a  most  hearty  response,  so  that  1  fed 
assured  of  at  least  tolerable  success.  I  ought  to  be  thankful  j 
for  this ;  all  has  bei-a  eflected  by  quiet  meetings  of  a  f 
choice  friends,  it  ix'ing  scarcely  known  that  I  have  b( 
in  the  eity.  I  go  from  here  to  Philadelphia,  to  be  therii 
hy  the  lOth  instant.  I  want  you  to  meet  me  tliere,  i' 
possible,  on  or  liefore  the  loth,  as  I  wit)  wait  until  t 
to  see  or  leain  from  you.  (Day  before  yesterday,  when  \ 
wrote,  I  did  not  fully  understand  what  my  success  would) 
bo  here.)  I  expert  to  meet  our  Rochester  and  other  choici 
friends  there,  and  to  be  aocom|>auied  by  one,  at  least,  from 
here." 

John  Brown,  Jr.,  accordingly  met  his  father,  with  Doug- 
lass, Henry  Highhind  tiiirnet,  Stephen  Smith,  and  other  col- 
ored men  at  Philadelphia,  conferred  with  them  there,  and 
,  then  went  on  with  his  father  to  New  York  and  Kew  Hi 
I,  where  they  called  (March  18)  at  the  house  of  Mr.  W.  K 
I  Russell.  From  New  Haven  they  wout,  March  19,  to  Xei 
I  York,  and  thence  to  North  Elba,  where  they  arrived  Klarclh 
[  23,  having  travelled  ou  foot  from  EHiiabet blown  to  t 
'  time  and  money.  They  remained  ut  North  Kllm  a  few  dayb 
')  and  reached  the  house  of  Genit Smith,  at  I'eterboro', oa  Y 
I  ^inith's  diary  ahuwa,  April  2, 184i&*    I'hey  remained  then 


452  LIFE  Ajm   LETTERS  OF   JOHN  BHOWN.  [I8S& 

from  ten  o'clock  that  day  till  the  next  morning  at  six,  and 
reported  to  Mr.  Smith  ("  who  seemed  then  fully  acquainted 
with  the  Virginia  plan,  and  in  hearty  sympathy  with  it," 
says  Juhn  Blown,  Jr.)  what  had  been  said  and  done  at  Bos- 
ton and  Philadelphia.  I  had  already  written  tu  Mr.  Smith, 
according  to  our  agreement  ot  February  23,  what  Brown's 
Boston  friends  could  and  would  do.  Both  father  and  son 
discussed  the  plan  with  Mr.  Smith  in  his  study,  and  Mis. 
Smith  took  part  in  the  conversation,  as  she  had  done  when 
I  was  at  Peterboro'  six  weeks  before.  During  the  afternoon 
Brown  and  Smith  walked  out  to  Mr.  Smith's  former  home, 
a  mile  or  two  away,  and  talked  over  the  scheme  alone. 
When  they  returned,  Mr.  Smith  (says  John  Brown,  Jr.,) 
"  was  buoyant  and  hopeful  about  it,  and  showed  great  ani- 
mation and  interest" 

From  Peterboro'  the  father  and  son  went  to  the  house  of 
Douglass,  in  Rochester,  where  they  separated  about  April 
4, 1858,  John  Brown  proceeding  at  once  to  St.  Catherine's 
ill  Canada,  whence  he  wrote  to  his  son  on  the  8th  of  April 
as  follows  :  — 

"  I  cnine  on  here  difCGt  with  J.  W.  Loguen  llie  day  after  you 
left  Rucherter.  I  am  sueceeding,  to  all  appeariiace.  beyiind  iny  ex- 
perlnti'ina.  Harriet  Tubmuii  honked  on  liia  whole  team  at  uuoo.'  Ho 
(Htirrinr)  is  the  most  of  a  idhd,  nntumlly,  ihnt  I  ever  met  with. 
There  is  the  most  abundant  oiaterial,  and  uf  the  right  (guality.  in 
this  quarter,  bejoud  all  doabt.  Do  not  forget  lo  write  Mr.  Case 
{near  Ronlienter)  at  once  about  bunting  up  every  person  nnd  fouiily 
of  iho  rplinble  kind  about,  at,  or  near  Bedford,  ChHUiberyharg, 
Gettysburg,  and  Carliiile,  in  Ptmnsylvauin,  And  also  Hngprslown  and 
vieiiiiiy,  MHrylauil,  and  Harpa-'g  Ferry,  Va.  The  names  and  rcw- 
denves  uf  all,  1  waut  to  have  sent  me  at  Lindenrille." 

This  shows  that  Brown  was  constantly  thinking  of  the 
place  where  he  finally  made  the  attack ;  yet  John  Brown, 
Jr.,  declares  that  he  did  not  suppose  that  to  be  the  place 
fixed  upon,  hut  some  less  accessible  spot  in  the  mountains 
near  by.  He  testified  on  this  point  in  1867:  "According 
to  the  plans  of  John  Brown,  as  explained  to  me  by  him,  and 
talked  over  at  an  interview  between  John  Brown,  Gerrit 
>  This  was  k  vomui.    See  p.  453. 
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Smith,  and  myself  in  the  summer  of  1859,'  Harper's  Ferry? 
waa  not  designated  as  the  place  of  attack,  nor  was  any  par-vl 
ticular  place  njuned ;  but  it  vrae  expressly  stated  that  then 
first  blow  would  be  struck  at  some  place  iu  Virgiuia  orW 
Maryland  ;  and  the  news  of  the  attack  on  Hai-per's  FeriTB 
surprised  ine,  both  on  account  of  the  place  upou  whidi  i 
had  been  made  aud  the  time  when  it  occurred,  as  I  did  t 
expect  it  at  so  early  a  period." 

On  the  14th  of  April  Brown  was  still  at  St  Catherine^ 
among  the  Canailian  fugllivea  from  slavery.      The  womai 
of  whom  he  spoke  iu  his  letter  of  April  8  was  temporaritjpt 
living  there  among  those  she  had  helped  away  from  bon-J 
dage;  but  her  more  permanent  home  was  in  Auburn,  N.  Y.;*l 
on  some  property  she  had  bought  of  Senator  Seward.     Shft  I 
was  fully  conversant  with  Brown's  plans,  and  did  what  she  [ 
could  in  her  wild  sibylline  way  to  further  them.     From 
Canada  he  went  to  Chicago,  where  he  was  on  the  Zotli  of  , 
AprlL     But  on  his  way  westward  he  sent  this  cautionary  J 
letter  to  North  Elba  i  — 

To  hU  FamUij. 
IxDeRsou  Canada  West.  April  IS,  1 
Dear  Wipe  akd  Childken,  evekv  oxb,  —  Since  I  wm 
I  hfive  ihougbl  il  pnwililfi,  ihnugli  aei\  probiible,  that  Mtiae  persiiDIi^ 
might  be  diapowd  tu  hunt  fur  any  prupeny  I  may  lie  Euppiisetl  to  ' 
poMeM,  00  Rcciinnt  uf  liabilitim  1  ineurmi  while  conwrneJ  with  Mr. 
Perkias.  Sucli  olaiuis  I  ought  not  to  pay  if  I  hiiil  e^'cr  aa  madi.  i 
given  me  for  my  Bcrvicfl  in  KaDsim,  na  must  of  y<m  well  knt* 
grtve  op  all  I  then  hnd  to  Mr.  Perkins  while  H-iUi  him.  I  think  il 
Hpnry  Hnd  Rulh  hftve  not  ypt  mncic  out  m  deed,  ns  wns  tulkod  of,  J 
they  hod  better  not  do  it  at  grrpsnol,  but  merely  sign  a  receipt  I  novfl 

'  Alliinion  is  hen  rihiIp  tn  ■  sAcoiid  visit  of  .Tnhn  Brann  and  hii  • 
Ii«et)iiir  lit  relilbnin'  a  few  moirlhs  hnrotn  the  attnek.     Whin  in  cnnwilt- 
lion  with  Mr.  Smith,  saysjiihti  Browr.  Jr.  '■  My  futherinfonued  fiini  that  ] 
lie  hud  Ki  far  ffot  hia  plant  perfected  that  within  ■  few  ninnCha  at  Inaal  ba 
fihntild  strike  thf  blow.      The  place  in  Prnnaylvania  at  which  *rmi.  rlc, 
should  he  fintt  eent  had  bwn  fined  upon  previnns  to  this  lime.     It  waa 
fhamhenbnrg;  nod  the  whole  plan,  ns  fnr  m  then  matiiTwI.  wai  fiillr 
made  known  to  Mr.  Sinitli.     The  eiai-t  (daee  had  not  been  d<.'t< 
oil.  but  it  had  been  detennined  to  ooaiiuence  uperatioDv  in  th«  victniQV 
of  Hariier'a  Ferry." 
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Bend,  wbicli  oan  be  lield  by  Walson ;  und  I  alati  think  that  when  the 
oonlmcl  of  Gerrit  Smith  with  FnmktiD  and  Sumael  Th»mpB(m  is 
found,  he  had  better  l»y  it  by  carefully  with  the  re^ipt,  and  that  all 
the  fuuiily  bad  better  declino  saying  anything  about  their  hiud  mat- 
ters. Bhonld  an;  disturbanrc  ever  be  made,  it  will  must  likely  oime 
directly  or  indirectly  through  a  ecdoudrel  by  the  name  i>f  Wnrren, 
who  defrauded  Mr.  Perkins  and  me  out  of  several  lliougnnd  dollars. 
Be  may  tct  persons  we  suppose  to  be  fnends  (who  may,  in  fact,  be 
ho)  Iu  inquiring  out  matters.  It  am  do  no  harm  to  decline  SHying 
mncli  about  such  things;  you  can  very  properly  say  the  bind  Indiings 
to  the  taniily-*  If  a  deed  has  been  made  by  Henry  and  Buth,  it 
need  not  be  recorded  at  present.  I  eipeut  tii  leave  fur  lotrw  in  a  few 
days ;  write  me  at  Oliicagci,  dirrcling  Ui  Jnsun  Bruwn,  care  of  John 
Jones,  Es)].,  Box  7<S4.  May  God  bless  you  all  I 
Your  affectionate  busbaud  and  father, 

John  Brows. 

P.  g.  Show  this  to  John  when  be  gets  on.  Henry  and  Rutb 
should  both  sign  the  receipt. 

8PR)NcnAi.c,  Iowa,  April  27,  18Sa. 

Dear  Wife  and  Childken,  e^-ehy  ose,  —  We  start  fnnn  here 
to-day,  and  shaU  write  you  again  when  we  stop,  wliich  will  be  in 
two  or  three  diiya.  I  have  just  bought  eiglit  barrels  of  flour  fiir  you, 
which  will  be  shipped  to  Watson,  raire  of  James  A.  Allen.  Westport, 
You  can  divide  it  among  the  different  branches  of  the  family  so  as  to 
make  all  as  comfonabte  as  may  be.  If  I  should  not  be  able  to  send 
yon  money  to  pay  the  freight,  you  ean  perhaps  sell  some  of  it  to 
some  of  yonr  neighbors  for  cash,  and  pay  the  Freight  in  that  way. 
I  shall  try  to  send  yon  some  pork  and  leather  sorm,  I  am  trying  to 
arrange  so  as  lo  have  Henry  come  out  to  see  me  at  Pennsylvania 
with  Oliver  (and  any  other*),  if  it  can  he  consistently  done.  I  shall 
write  Oliver  and  any  others  when  and  where  to  find  us,  and  also 
provide  aljont  travelling  expenses.  They  will  not  probably  be  ciillcd 
on  before  the  middle  of  May,  and  possibly  not  so  soon.  May  God 
bless  you  all !  Write  Jason  Brown  at  Cbatham,  Canada  West. 
Yours  ever, 
,  John  Baovni. 

P.  S.  The  floor,  taken  either  by  John,  Henry,  Walson,  or  Sal- 
mon, may  be  credited  to  their  mother.  Do  not  fiiil  to  write,  all  of 
you,  —  Ellen  as  well  as  the  others.  YourB, 


n  of  one  thousand 
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CmcAoo,  III.,  April  36,  ISU^J 
Deah  Wife  and  Childrb;),  every  omb,  —  Tlio  letters  i 
Elcury,  Hiith,  autl  Oliver  are  all  rec«ivcd,  tind  must  gind  w«i 
lo  get  Ihcrn.  1  am  entirety  satisfied  with  tlie  ■rraugenient  f 
who  shall  go  out  BTirvejing.  Wuulil  it  be  cnlirply  Mlisfni'toj 
roani]  lu  bnrc  Hcury  tiiitiinge  the  furius  for  Kith  rtiiuitiesi  hu 
WbWoii  g<>  with  Oliver  nud  friend  Uiuklej't  Sny  fmukly,  «-ifi'  mid 
■U  oriuenrnn].  Ten  of  the  ooinpany  giii  hero  tliis  inumini; ;  thnu 
more  will  pmliably  b«  on  bi-niorrutr.  We  ituit  Me  iii>w  hero  Iruve 
for  Cnnadit  Wust  this  evening.    Owt'ii  a  here,  iidiI  U  wclL  " 

as  diretttin]  bet'ure.     I  now  cncluM  two  drnfU  (iiiiiniint,  twenty-fi 
dulWa)   lo   help   pay   travelling   ox|>i-ii«ii«,   and    »liall    i 
Acknuwledge  these.     Will  u-rilu  ngiiiu  Boon.     UimI  I'luss  yuu  all  1 
Your  iifi'».'tii>Liiie  IuibIimiiI  uiid  fatltpr, 

John  IIb( 

Chatuak,  Canada  Wmar.  Miy  II,  18SB. 

Mr   DRAH  WrFE  AND  CHILDRES,  EVERY  ONE,  —  I  have  jnst  n- 

eeived  Oliver's  letter  of  the  14th  of  April  ;  nl»o  one  frnm  wife  anil 
Oliver,  of  tho  5th  inat.  I  am  most  glad  of  ihom ;  and  I  am  thank- 
ful to  he  able  to  Bay  that  all  here  wore  well  yesterdMy,  when  Owen 
and  fome  others  left  for  the  eastward.  I  with  others  remain  behind 
lo  wait  fiir  fundi  to  arrive.  1  hnve  also  n  Ictl^r  fnitn  John,  daird 
April  22,  enclosing  lines  from  Forties,  wiili  printetl  slips  Kttuclied. 
Ii  seeins  Dow,  by  what  wo  can  Icam.  liiat  his  mnnagr'meDt  may 
occasion  some  liindrauvs ;  thai  being  tho  rikse,  you  at  home  H'ill  hare 
tlie  mure  tinie  to  prepare,  and  will  wait  for  further  advice  in  tlie 
mutter.  It  would  seem  m  though  F.  has  a  wirrpspouJeni  soiue- 
wht're.  Can  it  bo  at  LitulcnviUc  or  New  York  t  I  wish  John 
Would  thinit  over  the  matter,  and  bm  if  he  can  get  any  light  nn  the 
aulijert,  and  write  me,  enclosing  what  F.  has  lately  wrillcn  hiiii, 
and  al»>  the  substance  of  whul  he  has  lately  wrilteii  F.  I  «iis]n-<'i 
Home  one  in  Dr.  MeConc  Smith's  amedi'Mcc  is  furuiBbiBg  F.  wilh 
infcirmation.  It  mnsl  be  trared  ont,  and  tho  utmost  car*  observed  in 
doing  it.  as  well  as  pnidoni-e  exerdited  in  all  that  is  said,  writivo.  or 
done.  I  shall  writti  you  as  often  as  I  can,  and  shall  assist  yoa  all  I 
can.  I  (wisnT  say  what  either  flwir  or  pork  will  he  worh  whwi 
yiin  get  them  ;  you  can  esuily  find  that  out  when  yon  have  them. 
Shiilt  send  you  more  money  as  fu>on  as  I  ran.  It  may  be  bnrt  to  sell 
off  much  of  the  flour.  I  espcct  to  leave  here  shortly,  hut  I  wnnt  to 
hour  from  yo'.i  right  away.  Enclose  in  a  sealed  enveh>|ie,  tho  oulei 
one  dirwrted  to  .Inmra  M.  Hill,  flmtham,  ns  abiivf.  Wis  very  ii\nA 
to  b«ir  from  Ell«i.     .Miy  <i«A  bleiw  wnd  finally  naT*  you  all  I     Had 
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a  good  Abolition  convention  here,  from  different  parts,  on  the  8th 
and  tOth  iust.     Cnnstilulinn  slightly  aiiiFndnd  nnd  adoplfd,  ftud  90- 
cic-tj  orgxniied.     Great  unauimily  prevailed.     I  hope  you  may  be  . 
able  to  get  the  old  §:raDite  Tnutiuiiii'nt  home  this  suinmtY. 
Your  kUeuliouitte  husband  und  Eaiher, 

John  Brown. 

CBATBaM,  Canada  West.  May  26,  1S5S. 
De\r  WiTE  AKD  Children,  every  on-b,  —  Oliver's  l«ter  of 
tlic  lOlh  ia  JList  received.  I  hnve  to  ooininpnd  him  hr  his  pmmpd- 
tiido  in  replying  to  mine,  aa  well  as  the  compTehensiveness,  br«ril;, 
Had  spirit  uf  that  reply.  We  are  completely  nailed  down  at  present, 
for  «~ant  of  funds ;  uud  we  may  be  obliged  to  remain  inactive  lor 
months  yet,  fur  tiie  mine  n-asim.  Yon  must  nil  learn  to  be  patient, 
, —  or,  0.1  leust,  I  hope  you  will.  If  you  have  not  been  obllgtMl  to 
use  the  two  dmfls  (amount.  tweaty-6ve  dollars)  before  jon  gi't  this, 
do  try  and  hold  them  till  I  write  you  further.  1  have  beiinl  nulliing 
from  John  since  in  March,  and  Kiel  quite  anxious  on  his  account. 
You  need  nut  reply  till  furtlier  advised. 

Your  affeetiunate  husband  and  &ttier, 

John  Browh. 

Meanwhile  the  Boston  friends  of  Brown  were  receiving 
plain  information  that  Forbes  was  at  Washington,  betraying 
the  Virginia  plan  to  Republican  Se.nators,  and  perhaps  to 
members  of  the  proslavery  Administration.  Startled  by 
this,  some  of  us  wrote  to  Brown  at  Cliatham,  May  10,  to 
which  he  soon  replied  thus :  — 

Jo/tn  Brown  to  F.  B.  Sanborn. 

Chatham,  Canada  West,  Miiy  K,  IB58. 
Mt  dear  Sir,  —  Yonr  mnch-prized  letler  of  the  10th  inst.  i»  re- 
i^ived.  I  have  only  time  to  Bay  at  this  nirnncnt  that  ns  it  is  an  invari- 
able mle  with  ine  to  l>e  eovemed  by  circomatKnces,  or,  in  otber  words, 
n<i[  to  do  anything  while  I  do  not  know  wlmt  to  do,  none  of  our  friends 
need  hnve  any  fears  in  relation  to  hasty  or  rash  steps  beitiK  liiben  by 
ne.  As  knowledge  is  said  to  he  power,  we  propose  to  bceoine  pos- 
sessed of  more  hnnwledge.  We  hate  many  reasons  for  begging  oor 
Eastern  friends  to  keep  clear  of  F.  personally,  unless  be  throws  him- 
self npon  them.  Wo  have  those  who  are  thoroughly  polled  np  to  put 
on  his  tnicb.  and  we  Iteg  to  be  allowed  to  do  so.  We  also  beu  our 
frieuds  to  supply  us  with  three  or  tniii  hundred  dollars  without  deliiy,. 
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ptc<lgliig  ounelves  not  to  act  other  than  to  wcnrc  perfect  knowledge 
(if  fliets  in  regard  U<  what  F.  hns  reitlly  done,  or  will  do,  Bn  that  wo 
mnj  ourselves  know  how  we  ought  to  act.  None  irf  us  hpw  or  with 
jou  Hhi>uld  be  hRSly,  or  deride  the  coutm  to  bo  taken,  wliile  utider 
excitement.  "  In  all  thf  wiiya  acknowleilge  Him.  and  He  ehnll 
direct  thy  paths."  A  good  cause  ie  sure  to  be  safe  in  the  handa  of 
an  all-gciod,  all-wise,  and  all -powerful  Director  and  Father.  Dear 
Sir,  please  eend  this  to  the  frieads  at  Biwlun  and  Worcestor  at  once  J 
ni]J  in  the  mean  time  seud  inc  ua  a  plain  ci)py  of  all  that  P.  i; 
lien-i.fter  write  and  say.  The  mpy,  together  with  fifteen  dollnnj 
is  ruceived.  Direct  all  comininiealions  ou  outside  envelope  I 
Jiiuies  M.  Boll,  Chatham,  Canada  West ;  the  inside,  sealed, 
Jason  Brown. 

Yours  ever. 
(No  signature.) 

P.  S.  Yon  can  sny  with  perfect  troth  to  F.  that  yon  do  not  know 
what  has  becmne  of  me ;  and  you  might  ask  him  when  be  last  heard 
Irum  me,  and  where  1  was  at  the  time. 

I       The  narrntion  must  now  go  back  a  few  weeks  in  order 
to  take  up  events  as  they  occurred  at  the  East  while  Brown 

\   waa  making  his  arrangements  for  a  foray  in  Virginia,  by 
visiting  Canada  and  the  West. 

Brown's  first  request  in  1S58  was  for  a  fund  of  a  thousand 
dollars  only ;  with  this  in  hand  lie  jiromised  to  take  the  tield 
either  in  .\pril  or  May.  Mr,  Stearns  acted  as  treasurer  of 
this  fund,  and  before  the  Ist  of  May  nearly  the  whole  amount 
had  been  paid  in  or  subseribed,  —  Stearns  contributing 
three  hundred  dollars,  and  the  rest  of  our  committee  smaller  _ 
snras.  It  soon  appeared,  however,  that  the  amount  nawe^ 
woulA  be  too  small,  and  Brown's  movements  were  embai 
rassed  from  lack  of  money  before  the  disclosures  of  Foi 
eame  to  his  knowledge.  I  do  not  find  among  my  papers  t 
precise  language  of  Forbes's  threats,  but  the  effect  of  then 
is  visible  enough  in  the  letters  extant,  On  the  20th  i " 
April.  1858,  I  bad  written  thus  to  Higginaon  of  the  a 
committee :  — 

"  I  have  httely  had  two  letters  from  Mr.  Hawkins,  who  has  .|til 
left  Canada  for  tho  West,  on  business  eonnecled  with  his  vnterpril 
He  has  foand  in  Cnnadji  seveml  gmid  mm  for  shepherds,  and.  if  IH 
embarmeeed  by  want  of  means,  expert*  In  turn  hie  Hock  loner  a 
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the  15lli  of  Miiy.  He  has  rei^ivod  four  hoodreil  and  ten  d'JlBrs  of 
the  five  hundred  guaranteed  him  in  MiissachuMlts,  but  wtints  nii>r« ; 
And  we  must  tr^  to  make  up  tu  him  the  other  five  hundred  dolLirs. 
Part  of  it  is  pledged,  and  the  rest  unghl  to  be  got,  though  with  some 
difficulty.  .  .  .  Hawkius's  address  is  '  JasoD  Brown,'  uuder  eover  to 
Jiihn  Joaes,  Chicago.  He  has  gooe  West  to  move  his  furuitiire  and 
bring  on  his  hanils.  He  has  received  two  buudred  uud  sixty  dolliuB 
fruin  other  sonrces  thau  our  frittnds,  and  is  raising  more  elsewhere, 
but  got  Utile  in  New  York  or  Philadelphia." 

On  the  28th  of  April  Brown  was  still  at  Chicago,  ignorant 
of  Forbes's  treachery,  and  was  on  his  way  a  day  or  two  latere 
with  a  dozen  or  twenty  "  shepherds,"  for  the  "  market "  at 
Chatham  in  Canada,  where  he  wrote  his  Maesachu setts 
friends  to  meet  him.  But  just  then  came  a  letter  to  me 
from  Forbes,  followed  by  one  to  Dr.  Howe,  threatening  to 
make  the  matter  public.  On  the  2d  of  May,  Dr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Steams,  and  myself  met  for  consultation  on  the  new 
aspect  of  affairs  presented  by  tliese  tetters  from  Washing- 
ton, where  Forbes  then  was.  Parker  was  also  consulted  on 
the  same  day,  and  I  wrote  the  result  (May  5)  to  Higginson 
as  follows :  — 

"  It  liKiks  as  if  tho  project  most,  for  the  preoent,  be  deferred,  for  I 
find  by  r^ailtng  Forlies's  epistles  to  the  dturtor  that  he  knows  the  de- 
tails of  the  plan,  and  even  knows  (what  very  few  do)  that  the  dnetnr, 
Mr.  SWiirus,  and  myself  are  informed  of  it.  How  he  got  this  knowl- 
edge is  a  mystery.  He  demaDds  that  Hawkins  l>e  dismissed  ns  ncent, 
and  himself  <ir  Sfxue  other  be  pnt  in  bis  place,  threatening  othprwise 
to  make  tlie_  business  public.  Theodore  Parker  and  G.  L,  Steams 
think  the  plan  must  be  deferred  till  another  year ;  the  doclor  does 
not  think  so,  and  I  am  m  doubt,  inclining  to  the  opinion  of  the  two 
former." 

On  the  7th  of  May  Gerrit  Smith  wrote  me : '  "  It  aeems 
to  me  that  in  these  circumstances  Brown  must  go  no  fut^ 
ther,  and  so  I  write  him,  I  never  waa  conrinced  of  the 
wisdom  of  his  scheme.  But  as  things  now  stand,  it  seems 
to  me  it  would  be  madness  to  attempt  to  execute  it.  Colonel 
Forlres  would  make  such  an  attempt  a  certain  and  most  dis- 
astrons  failure.      I  write  Brown  thu  evening."      On  the  9th 
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of  May  HigginetoQ  wrote  to  Parker  a  brief  note  from  BraW 
tleboro,  prot(:etiDg  against  delay.     "  I  regai^  any  postpone- 
ment," tie  said,  ''  as  simply  abandoning  the  project ;  for  if 
we  give  it  up  now,  at  tbe  command  or  threat  of  H.  F.,  it 
will  be  the  same  next  year.     The  only  way  ia  to  circumvent 
the  man  somehow  (if  he  cannot  be  restrained  in  bis  malice). 
When  the  thing  is  well  started,  who  cares  what  he  says  7  " 
He  sooD  after  wrote  more  fully  to  I'arker,  giving  many  a 
gumeuts  against  delay.     Parker  replied  :  "  If  you  knew  a 
we  do  about '  Colonel '  Forbes,  you  would  think  ditfeientl} 
Can't  you  see  the  wretch  in  New  York  ?  "     At  the  e 
time  Dr.  Howe  wrote  to  Higginsoo :  "  T,  1*.  will  tell  yuffi^ 
about  matters.      Tbey  have  held  a  difEereut  view  from  tll»| 
one  I  have  taken,  which  agrees  mainly  with  yours.    I  think 
that  tlie  would-be  traitor  is  now  ou  the  wrong  tiack.    I  told 
him  some  truth,  whioh  he  will  think  to  bu  iaisv  '  (  for  he 

'  Dr.  Roire  wrote  to  yurbesu  follows  :  "  I  mill  toSenntarBumntrthttr  J 
hadconfiiieiueiTi  the  inJ'jn'tjf  nnd  nbiiit;  arCi{itain  Brown  ;  but  it  is  uttel 
absurd  M  infer  from  that  auy  respoDsibility  for  iiia  ictt.    1  luTi  conhdeot^l 
in  the  intf^tf  and  ■iHlity  of  scores  snd  hnodmU  of  nien  for  trhoM  word) 
«n<t  acU  I  am  in  no  wise  mpnDsible.     I  never  made  myself  rmiioiisihle,  M 
*  mciTjIier  of  the  KtDSiis  Committee,  or  ss  >n  intliTidual,  ncitlier  li^Ity  nor 
momlly,  for  any  contract  between  Cajitiiin  Brown  uaA  you.    I  w»s  lui  active 
member  of  the  committee  from  its  formation  until  It  cFawd  active  opera- 
tiona  (which  was  long,  long  ago),  and  never  Heard  of  any  mntnirt  with 
yoa  :  and  I  know  Ihnt  the  commitiM-  never  de1cRat«l  power  to  i 
binij  It  by  any  legal  or  even  moml  nhlijcntion  with  you.     So  Ihe  brains  arl  1 
out  (if  that  allegation,  amt  I  will  not  herd  any  ghmts  of  it  which  jnu  maj  J 
pamde  hefopn  mo  or  the  imhlic.     Your  mi<taVpn  notion  ahoot  my  l^-lng  Is  J 
any  wny  reapnnslMe  for  Cipiain  Brown's  actions  is  tho  key,  I  snfpoa^  ta  I 
cerudn  ntiignisti-'al  Hlliisions  in  yniir  last  letter  to  some  project^rl  ex]v<Q>  J 
tinn  of  his :  as  thotif^  I  wn^  to  he  responsible  through  all  time  fof  hint '. 
infFT  from  your  1sngiia|te  that  yon  hav*  ohtainnf  (in  Cflnfidanciil  ■nmi'  k 
formsliou  nupruling  an  exprdition  which  you  thinic  In  be  commendabt^j  1 
proTJded  you  could  manage  it.  Init  which  you  wilt  Uintfj  and  dnuunMlt] 
he  doea  not  gi^e  it  lip  '.     Yon  am,  air.  thf  itnanlian  of  ynr  own  honi 
but  I  trast  that  for  yoor  chil.lren's  sak*.  at  least,  yon  will  never  lit  yi 
piHton  trail  ^a  to  a  coune  that  niinht  nialte  thrm  blu*h.     In  ord'v,  hi 
ever,  to  diofltnise  yoii  of  any  tintteriiig  notiun  ihnt  L  or  any  nf  tha  m*ml 
of  the  lati-  Kansas  Commilleo  (whom  1  know  intimalelyl  have  any  reapoa- 
libility  for  Captain  Brown's  acUnns,  I  wish  tu  My  Itial  the  very  last  com- 
il  ti>  him  w»s  in  order  to  signify  the  earnest  wish  of  certain 
Csntletneii,  whom  you  name  »«  bia  snpportera  (in  your  lettw  and  ia  tb* 
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thinks  evil),  and  be  will  probably  be  bungling  about  in  tbe 
dark  aod  hesitating  until  the  pei-iod  for  his  doing  harm  baa 
passed.  Forbes  has  disclosed  what  he  knows  to  Senator 
Seward,  or  «uy«  he  has."  A  few  days  after  this,  Dr.  Howe 
also  admitted  that  the  enterprise  must  be  postponed.  I 
was  in  almost  daily  cousultatiou  with  him,  and  on  the  IStb 
of  May  X  wrote  to  Higgioson :  "  Wilson  as  well  as  Hale  and 
Sewaid,  and  God  knows  how  many  more,  have  heard  about 
the  plot  from  Forbes.  To  go  on  in  the  face  of  this  is  mere 
madness,  and  1  place  myself  fully  on  tlie  side  of  Pai-ker, 
Stearns,  and  Dr.  Howe.  Mr.  Stearns  and  the  doctor  will 
see  Hawkins  in  New  York  this  week,  and  settle  matters 
finally. " 

Following  up  Parker's  hint,  but  without  being  able  to 
meet  Forbes  in  New  York,  Higginson  wrote  to  him  a  letter 
which  after  a  time  found  him  out,  and  to  which  Forbes  re- 
plied from  Philadelphia,  June  6,  —  some  days  after  Brown 
had  definitely  agreed  to  tlie  postponement,  and  bad  left  New 
England  for  Kansas.  The  letter  was  long  and  rambling, 
and  reads  more  like  the  epistle  of  a  lunatic  tbau  tbe  pro- 
position of  a  military  leader,  such  as  Forbes  professed  to  be. 
He  said :  — 

"The  patent  bnsineas  which  calleil  me  to  WiiBhinglon  detained 
me  longer  thun  I  nuticipatcd ;  btsid^s,  certain  financinl  dlffiaiilliea 
threw  obstacles  in  my  waj.  ...  I  am  liltie  disposed  tn  tnisl  certain 
letters  by  the  United  Slates  roftil  addressed  to  ubnoitious  indindusla. 
Yon  can  get  from  F-  B.  Sanborn  and  Dr.  S.  G.  Howe  a  aight  of  my 
letters  to  thern,  anlesa  Dr.  H,  may  have  thrown  them  beliiad  the 
fire,  as  he  said  ho  would  do  if  lie  did  not  like  their  tnne,  —  as  if  he 

unonymnoB  one),  that  he  shonld  go  nt  on™  to  EaDsaK  and  (tive  his  «iil  in 
the  coming  eUotionB.  Whether  ha  will  do  bo  or  not,  we  do  not  know.  I 
tOMy,  perfaRpi,  save  yon  tronhle  hy  declaring  that  though  I  am  willing  lo 
do  my  nttermoat  to  aid  jour  family,  or  auy  difltrasseJ  family,  and  though 
I  am  williniE  to  liiten  to  any  supposed  rliirn  of  ynim  upon  me,  or  any  of 
my  rrieniis,  1  will  not  read  letters  couched  in  Hiiih  vituperative  and  sbuBive 
language  ai  yon  have  hitherto  used  to  Hr.  Sanborn  and  me.  I  will  nad 
only  fU  enough  to  see  the  spirit  of  the  oommunicaCion;  and  if  it  ie  similar 
to  that  of  your  former  letters,  I  shall  put  it  in  the  lire,  with  a  rral  feeling 
of  rexret  ftt  aeejnR  a  mnn  of  ability  and  aiiquiremcnts  wilfolty  injuring 
biiriself  and  hia  ftimily  by  hia  own  passions."  With  thin  plain  statement, 
all  aoJTeBpoiideuce  with  Foibea  from  Boston  closed. 
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thought  hiuiacif  the  Pope,  ur  the  autucrat  uf  Austriti,  Jupuu,  i 
Chiua.  I  hnve  been  gnjxsl;  defmaded  in  llie  uamv  id  humanity  m 
antialavory.  ...  I  have  fur  jeara  laburcd  in  the  antislnviTj  n 
without  wunling  or  thmting  of  a  reomiijiense.  Thiiugh  I  hnvc  i 
the  leasl  pcwsible  pnn»le  of  my  work,  il  liaa  uevfi'thpleoii  not  I 
(intirel;  n-illmut  fruit  i  the  very  protest  prt'Beuted  to  tliti  L'tiitiil  Stntf) 
Senate  aud  Iluuse  iigainst  the  ClHyt<iu  cliiufln  of  Ihc  orgunie 
which  deprived  furuigners  »f  the  rigiu  of  voting  in  Kansiu,  « 
naiply  iiijr  doing.  ...  1  consider,  therpfjre,  thut  if  my  fniuily  w 
from  any  circuinHtauec  to  liu  iu  distress,  thnt  distress  uu^ht  o' 
fully  and  (rffisttuiilly  to  be  alleviated  by  the  anUslavcry  luou  of  e 
schouL  .  .  .  Patienue  and  mild  measures  having  hilcd,  1  rpluctautljv  ' 
have  nvtoarse  la  hivshness.  Let  ^em  Dot  flatter  thuinsetviw  lliat  I 
eball  evt^ntnnlly  biMwrnu  weary  and  slwU  drop  the  subject ;  it  is  as 
yet  quite  at  its  be^nniog.  The  UnMaehuMtis  senators,  —  Sutiiner 
and  Wilson,  —  wrrrto  tu  Boston  about  it ',  but  Howe,  Lawrence, 
SaolwrD,  aud  associaltis  prr-fer  to  aiM^umulate  iujury  nu  injury  ratlier 
thau  acknowledge  their  fallibitily  by  redressing  a  wrong  lliey  have 
(HimmittiHi.  I  uin  on  my  way  to  New  York,  hut  I  shall  stop  in  this 
city  (Philndtlphia)  for  three  days,  bccanso  I  wish  to  sm 
sliLvory  people  here.  I  litut  letters  (o  Mr.  Milk-r  McKJni,  but  by  him 
1  WHS  told  that  I  could  expect  notbiiig  from  the  PeuusylvH 
qI  the  antislaveryites,  beeuuse  my  reinwiy  lay  in  New  Euglnnd,  i 
because  funds  were  low  and  prospects  glnoiny,''  etc 


On  the  14th  of  May  (the  day  when  Brown's  letter  IwKI 
cited  was  written),  Mr.  Steams  bad  sent  to  Brown  in  Cunadb^ 
an  important  letter,  to  which  he  added  a  second  on  the  lotlL.] 
Here  they  are  ;  — 

BosTos,  May  14,  ISSS. 
Mr.  .Iohn  Browv,  Chatham.  Consds  Wwt. 

Dear  .Sir,  —  Enclosed  please  finil  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  Dr.  Hnwe 
from  Hon.  Henry  Wilsim.    Vou  will  reeolleBl  thnl  you  have  the  cns- 
tiHJy  of  the  arms  alluded  to,  I<i  be  umhI  fur  Ih«  defentu  nf  Knnn 
us  ngent  of  the  Massnehusetla  Stale  Kansas  Cnmmitlee.     ] 
qui-nee  of  the  information  thus  rommunirated  lo  me,  it  beeomea  otyl 
duty  tn  wnm  yon  not  to  usn  ihem  for  any  other  parp>se,  and  to  hoBJ 
them  subject  Va  my  order  as  chairman  of  luiid  ootninittee,    A 
of  our  committee  will  bo  at  Chatham  eiirly  in  the  croming  weok,  I 
oonfar  wid>  JOU  U  to  tlie  boat  mode  at  disjHising  of  them. 
Tnily  your  friend, 

Geokqe  L.  Stbaxns, 
Ouxinnnn  Jfn«  SmU  Kanmu  Ctm«ti4 
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Mat  15,  ISfia. 
Hr.  JoiiN  Brow!(,  ChBthim,  C«i»da  Wpst. 

Dear  Sik,  —  I  wnil*  to  yuu  yexietdnj  iDfofming  yoii  that  a 
member  (if  the  M&ssa<-huaetia  Stuui  Kausiis  CoiiiDiitlpe  would  \-JBit 
CbHthiiin,  to  (i"iifi-r  hIniuI  the  dclivety  of  llie  •rnis  you  hi.lit.  Ab  I 
eao  find  nu  ouo  wlio  can  spare  the  limo,  I  have  to  request  thai  j'ou 

will  meet  ine  in  Npw  >'■-'-  '■"* -'-ne  uext  week.      A  letter  to 

me,  liirpeted  to  care  of  u  Bnuuln-ay,  New  York,  will 

be  in  seiiBun.      Come  at  i.      Our  uuinmitlee  will  par 

yuttr  eKitenaea.  ' 


Dr.  Howe  will  go  on  i  iwb  ytiu  are  in  New  Yurk. 

On  or  before  the  2(  r.  Steams  met  Brown  in 

New  York  by  appoimniemj,  ;i,im  v.rote  to  IligRinson  from 
there  that  "  we  are  all  agreed  "  about  the  recall  of  these 
arms  from  Virginia,  "  for  reasons  that  cannot  be  written." 
Previously,  on  the  12th  and  15th  of  May,  Dr.  Howe  had  re- 
plied to  Senator  Wilson's  letter  of  Jlay  9  as  follows :  — 

Boston,  May  12.  1858. 

Dear  Sir,  —  I  have  juat  rceeived  your  letter  of  the  Uth.  1  under- 
Bland  perftetly  your  meaning.  No  coiinlenanee  hits  l>een  given  to 
Browu  for  any  operations  outside  of  KaniMia  btf  the  Kansas  Commit- 
tee.  I  had  occasion,  a  few  days  ago,  to  send  liiin  an  eaniesl  message 
from  some  of  his  frienda  here,  urging  him  to  go  at  once  to  Rnnsan 
and  take  part  in  the  coming  election,  and  tlimw  the  weight  of  his 
itiflueneo  on  the  Eidc  of  the  right.  There  is  iu  Wnshiugton  a  disap- 
pointed and  malidous  man,  working  with  nil  the  nctivity  which  huto' 
and  revenge  can  inspire,  to  harm  Brown,  and  to  east  odium  upon  th« 
friends  of  Kansas  in  Massachusetts.  You  pTob,tl>ly  kuow  him.  fie 
has  been  to  Mr.  Seward.  Mr.  Hale,  also,  can  tell  yon  something 
about  hiin.    God  speed  the  right  I 

Mat  15,  1858. 

When  I  last  wrote  to  you,  I  was  not  aware  fully  of  the  true  state 
of  the  ease  with  rcganl  to  certain  arms  belonging  to  the  late  Kansas 
Committee.  Prompt  measures  have  been  taken,  and  will  be  roBiilutety 
followed  up,  to  prevent  any  such  monstrous  jierversion  of  a  trust  aa 
would  be  tlie  application  of  means  raised  for  the  defence  of  Kansas 
to  A  pnrpiise  wliieh  the  subscribers  of  the  fund  would  disapprove  and 
vehemently  condemn.  Faithfully  yours, 

S.  G.  Howe. 


I 


s-l 
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B  Senate! 


Dr.  Howe,  witli  hia  usual  ardor  to  act,  had  at  first  agr 
with  Brown  and  with  Hiygiiison  ;  but,  as  these  letters  s 
h»  was  moved  by  the  awkward  coiiipbL'ation  which  I 
posaeasion  of  these  Kausos  rifles  created  to  ttcquiaaoe  i 
different  view,  and  Tavor  postponement  of  the  attack,  - 
Parker,  Stearns,  and  Sanborn  did.  For  since  theae  r 
which  bad  been  purchased  by  the  Massaobusetts  Kansas  C 
mittee  and  intrusted  to  Brown,  were  still,  so  far  a 
Wilson  and  Uie  public  knew,  the  property  of  that  committ 
(thou},'h  really,  as  has  been  explained,  the  personal  proper! 
of  Mr.  Stearns),  it  would  expose  the  Kansas  Committee,  n " 
were  i^iorant  of  Brown's  later  plans,  to  suspicions  of  Imi 
faith  if  those  arms  were  used  by  him  in  any  expedition  1 
Virginia.  Brown  saw  that  nothing  further  could  then  1 
done,  and  yielded,  though  with  regret,  to  the  poatpunement.  '1 

When,  about  May  20,  Mr.  Stearns  met  Brown  i 
York,  it  was  arrangeil  that  hereafter  the  custody  of  t 
Kansas  riSes  should  be  in  Brown's  hands  as  the  agent,  n 
of  this  conniiittee,  bnt  of  Mr.  Stearns  alone.  It  so  h 
pened  that  Gerrit  Smith,  who  seldom  Waited  Boston,  i 
coming  there  late  in  May,  to  deliver  an  address  before  ti 
Peace  Society  at  its  anniversary.  He  arriveH  and  ' 
rooms  at  the  Bevere  House,  where,  on  the  24th  of  I 
1858,  the  secret  committee  (organized  in  March,  and  c 
sisting  of'Smith,  Parker,  Howe,  Higginson,  Stearns,  ( 
Sanljorn)  held  a  meeting  to  consider  the  situation.  It  h 
already  lieen  decided  to  postpone  the  attack,  and  the  a 
had  been  placed  nnder  a  temporary  interdict,  80  that  t 
could  only  be  used,  for  the  present,  in  Kansas.  The  q 
tioiia  remaining  wero  whether  Brown  should  be  required  fe 
go  to  Kansas  at  once,  and  what  amount  of  money  should  fa 
raised  for  him  in  future.  Of  the  six  members  of  the  vc 
mittee  only  one  (Higginson)  was  absent,  and  as  this  « 
the  only  occasion  when  Smith  acted  personally  with  his 
associates,  who  met  in  his  chamber  at  the  Revere  House, 
he  was  maiie  chairman  of  the  meeting.  It  was  unanimously 
resolved  tliat  Brown  ought  bi  go  to  Kansas  at  oooe 

As  ROOD  as  possible  after  this,  Brown  visited  Bostq 
(May  31),  and  while  there  held  a  conversation  with  T" 
ginaon,  who  mailt!  a  reccird  of  it  at  the  time, —  saying  t 


I  thai 
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Brown  was  full  of  regret  at  the  decision  of  the  Bevere 
House  council  to  postpone  the  attack  till  the  winter  or 
spring  of  1859,  when  the  secret  committee  would  ruise  for 
Browu  two  or  three  thousnnd  dollars j  "he  niemitime  to 
hlind  Forbes  by  goiug  to  Kausj^,  and  to  transfer  the  prop- 
erty so  as  to  relieve  the  Kausiis  Ooiuuiittee  of  responsibil- 
ity, and  they  iu  futun  '  his  plans.  On  probing 
Brown,"  Higgiusoii  gc  ud  that  he  .  .  .  consid- 
ered delay  Very  disco  s  thirteen  men,  and  to 
those  in  Canada.  lui  gin  in  the  autumn  ;  and  i 
he  would  not  lose  a  f  said]  if  he  had  three  ,' 
hundred  dollars;  it  wc  venty-five  dollars  apiece  , 
to  get  his  men  from  Oi  fas  all  he  needed.  The 
knowledge  that  ForlK  of  his  pl»)  would  bOs 
injurious,  for  he  wishtu  »,.„  ^t-poi  ents  to  underrate  him;  I 
but  still  .  ,  .  the  increased  terror  produced  would  perhaps  | 
counterbalance  this,  and  it  would  aot  make  much  difference. 
If  he  had  the  means  he  would  not  lose  a.  day."  He  com- 
plained that  some  of  his  Eastern  friends  were  not  men  of 
action ;  that  they  were  intimidated  by  Wilson's  letter,  and 
magnified  the  obstacles.  Still,  it  was  essential  that  they 
should  not  think  him  reckless,  he  said  ;  "and  as  they  held 
the  purse,  he  was  powerless  without  them,  having  spent 
nearly  everything  received  this  campaign,  on  account  of 
delay,  —  a  month  at  Chatham,  etc."  Higginson  notes  down 
a  few  days  later  that  Dr.Howe  told  him  Brown  left  Boston, 
June  3,  with  five  hundred  dollars  in  gold,  and  liberty  to 
retain  all  the  arms,  and  that  "  he  went  off  in  good  spirits." 
He  visited  North  Elba,  Ohio,  and  Iowa,  on  his  way  to  Kan- 
sas, and  finally  reached  Lawrence,  June  25, 1858.' 

'  The  relation  of  the  KansasCoramitleeofMiiasachusrtUlo  the  rifles  they 
had  bought  waa  one  tiling ;  that  of  Mr.  Stearns,  ehBirmiiTi  of  that  commit- 
tee, to  tliesB  arms  was  quite  another  thing  in  1858.  He  hail  then  Tirtually 
bought  bark  the  two  hundred  rifliKi  from  the  conimittee,  nhioh  at  this  time, 
though  nerer  fonnally  dissolved,  and  still  i;untinuing  at  intcrvala  to  past 
votes  and  write  letters  in  its  executive  committee,  had  lot);;  been  [Fraeti- 
cally  defunct,  for  tho  very  good  reason  that  its  funds  were  exhausted  and 
there  was  little  expectation  of  raising  more.  It  had  supplied  the  starring 
people  of  Kansas  with  wheat  nnr]  clot!  dug  in  1857;  and  in  order  to  do  this 
had  advaneed  money  far  beyond  the  amount  raispd  in  that  year.  I  remem- 
ber this  with  Boine  diatinetuess,  because  I  had  myself  advanced  two  or  threa 
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It  ia  still  a  little  difficult  to  exjilain  this  tvanaactiou  con- 
cerning the  arms  without  leaving  a  suspicion  that  there  was 
aoiaewhere  a  breach  of  trust;  but  it  will  be  seeu  that  Mr. 
Steiinis,  and  those  of  his  colleagues  who  acted  with  him, 
althinigh  they  could  not  in  honor  disclose  what  Brown  h 
imparted  to  them,  took  pains  to  free  their  uDinformed  e 

hundred  dollars  *t  that  time  :  but  the  principal  advances  ven 
our  uhairiuan,  Mr.  Stoamt,  whose  Uherility  wlixre  hU  hiNut  was  Ir 
tnvw  no  bouods.     At  tho  Ciiiii',  Ihcmrorc,  when  hit  MossaehuMtta  (r 
lint  hoard  of  the  Virginia  plan)  ol  BroiFii.  and  gave  iheiii  their  reluc 
aiiproToI,  aa  has  b«ea  nieiiliriDul,  the  rillcs  iu  Btuwu's  puBSMsiciii,  tliough 
nominally  beloDging  to  the  Mnasuuhusctti  KaDsu  Cammittee,  were  plcilgeil 
to  Mr.  titeams,  along  with  the  other  praperly,  for  tha  ivlmlHir«riiient  of 
his  advancra.    I  have  forgrittea  how  man;  thnuaund  UolUrH  he  paid  in  ihi* 
way,  but  il  vns  u  many  that  the  valoe  of  the  arma  woa  not  eunu^  tu 
iniburM  him;  and  it  was  agreed  that  he  should  not  only  have  thac,  t 
ahiiuld  aleo  be  at  liVrty  to  reimburse  himself  out  of  the  avails  of  protnj 
■oty  uales  )^ren  Ij  the  Kansas  farmen  in  payment  tor  llie  wheat  and  othi 
eapplira  furnished  to  tbern  in  1357.     At  tlie  time  tliese  uotea  wen;  given  ttl 
wu  bogied  that  most  oftbi-m  would  be  (loiii.  and  some  of  tliem  werx  ;  b4M 
I  faauy  very  little  of  the  money  ever  Mine  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Bt«inH>ij 
Some  uf  it  was  juid  t«  John  Brawii,  w  the  agent  of  the  comniitloc,  ii 
anipmer  and  autumn  of  1858,  liy  the  agents  of  Mr.  Whilraoii,  iu  * 
li8ii>Is  most  of  tlie  notes  were  lir^t  placed.     I  have  before  me, 
handwriting,  an  "account  of  money,  etc.,  rolkcted  of  E.  B.   Whitn 
agents  on  National  Kansas  Committee  avL-ount,"  in  which  something  Ic 
than  two  hundrad  dollars,  mostly  in  sniall  sunii,  b  set  down  ai 
from  8.  L.  Adair,   William  Partridge,  William  lluteliliisoD,  ■ 
Kansas  residents,  between  Aug.  31,  1S68,  and  Jan.  20,  lSi9.     Ur.  WhI 
man  acted  as  agent  both  for  the  National  Committee  and  for  the  li 
Sschiisetti  Cammittee  ;  end  tlie  bnainess  had   Im'uiue   so  roi<ipIii-ub 
one  w»y  and   another  that   wlieu   Browu   levied   upon   the  agents  f 
moneys  claimed  by  him  under  votes  of  the  iommiltees,  It  eicited  •  livi' 
dispute  in  Kansas.     The  Mnssarhuaetts  Committee,  however,  stoml  fim 
by  Drown,  even  after  its  three  active  memhrra  (Steams,  Hnw 
bom)  were  upprisod  of  his  Virginia  plane,  —  as  they  were  befopo  h«  N 
to  collect  monejon  their  notes  in  1858.     In  rmlity  everything  tl 
eotnmitlr-'  lind  done  was  completely  reitnlar,  and  appropriate  lo  tl 
genoj-  of  185(5-57.     They  hail  colWteil   much  money,  luul  expend 
jodiuiotisly,  and  had  allowed  a  generous  individual,   their  cluurmau,  t 
place  in  their  hands  mora  money,  for  which  ha  woji  wiUing  to  irait  wit' 
payment  until  the  property  of  the  committee  oonld  be  turned  intii  c 
then,  to  give  him  all  the  security  in  it*  power,  the  committee  luid  made 
over  this  property  to  him,  with  no  rsstrictjon  u  to  what  ha  should  do  with 
it :  and  Mr.  Steanu  had  chosen  to  give  it  to  Brown. 


4til>  LIFE  AND  LETTERS  OP  JOHN  BHOWN. 


ciatea  of  the  old  Kansas  Committee  from  aM  reproa«li  of  hav- 
ing aided  Broirn  in  his  Virginia  campai^.  The^  were 
themselves  indifferent  to  this  reproach ;  but  thej  could  aot 
bear  to  be  charged  with  diverting  other  people's  money  into 
his  hands.  The  public  had  not  been  uutitied  in  1857  that  the 
Kansas  Committee  had  overdrawn  its  account  on  Dr.  Howe, 
ilr,  Steania  etc;  ar"*  ''~'''  ''"'  'rms  had  been  pledged  to 
the  ohairman,  to  in  h'aft,  long  before  any  of 

■us  knew  aught  of  B  a  scheme.     When  we  did 

kouw  tliis,  it  was  iform  the  public,  except 

iu  the  manner  und  .  Howe  in  his  letters  to 

Senator  Wilson.     A  ble  after  Brown  had  con- 

sented to  the  alterui  to  Kansas  in  the  summer 

of  1858,  the  business  :is  Committee  vras  put  in 

Buch  shape  that  its  n  for  the  arms  in  Brown's 

possession  sliould  no  longer  fetter  his  friends  in  aiding  his 
main  design. 

Moreover,  it  was  agreed  that  Brown  should  not -inform 
them  of  his  plans  in  detail,  nor  burden  tliem  with  knowl- 
edge that  would  be  to  them  both  needless  and  inomvenient 
They  were  willing  to  trust  him  with  their  money,  and  did  not 
want  him  to  report  progress  except  by  action.  This  was  the 
general  sentiment  of  the  six  persons  who  formed  the  secret 
committee  of  1858-59,  —  Gerrit  Smith,  Theodore  Parker, 
Dr.  Howe,  Mr.  Stearns,  Wentworth  Higginsou,  and  myself, 
—  and  it  was  thus  pithily  expressed  by  Mr.  Smith,  when  I 
wrote  to  him  six  weeks  after  Brown  had  left  Boston  r  — 

Pbtbiiboro',  July  26.  18S8. 

MH.  F.   B.  SAN-BflRS. 

Mv  DEAR  Sir,  —  I  have  your  letter  of  the  23ii  instflut.  I  have 
great  faitli  in  the  wisdom,  iategtity,  and  bravery  of  Capiaia  Brown. 
Fur  Boveriil  years  I  hovo  frequently  given  him  mouey  tc)ward  sus- 
taining him  in  hia  ivrntests  with  the  slave-power.  Whenever  ha 
shall  etiibiirk  in  another  of  these  rontests  I  shall  again  Htiiu<l  ready 
lo  help  him;  and  I  will  begin  with  gii-infi  him  a  hundred  dollare,  I 
,li.  ni.t  wUh  to  know  Cnpli.iti  Rr.>wn's  plans  ;  I  hope  he  will  keep 
them  lo  himself.  Can  jou  not  visit  m  this  summer  t  We  shall  be 
very  glad  lo  see  you. 

With  great  regard,  your  friend, 

Gerrit  Smith. 


'—?- — 
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Thus  mattei's  stuod  tifteen  uioiitlis  before  the  foray  at  4 
Harper'a  I'^rry,  so  far  as  Brown's  last  committee  were  con- 
cerned. His  own  movements  in  Cau&da  and  Kansas  will 
soon  be  related ;  but  I  may  here  continue  the  record  of  Mr. 
Smith's  hospitality  toward  the  old  hero.  Early  in  the  sfiring  I 
of  1859,  Brown  again  directed  his  steps  to  I'cterboro',  i 
he  arrived  with  a  single  follower  (Jerry  Anderson),  ApriU 
11,  1839.  My  classmate  Morton  was  still  residing  in  I* 
Smith's  family,  and  wrote  me  as  follows  at  the  dates 
named:  — 

Wedcewky  ErcnJDg,  A|>rU  13,  18S9. 

Yaa  must  bear  nf  Brown's  mectiD^  tliis  aAernuoL,  —  fuw  iu  iiiiici> 
ben,  but  the  iixiat  iulerraling  I  perhaps  ever  saw.     Mr.  Smith  spuk« 
well !  G.  W.  I'oEutiin  read  a  spirited  pweiii ;  and  Bruwu  was  cxot-cd- 
injfly  inlerPBtiog,  nod  uiice  or  twieo  so  (•luqiiecit  that  .Mr.  Smith  b 
souio  uthprs  wepl,     Sniue  oue  asked  biui  if  be  liwl  not  better  nppl 
biiQSclf  in  uuother  direction,  and  reminded  him  of  bis  ii 
and  that  hia  life  could  not  be  spared.     His  ropli(«  v 
most  iinpresvivel;  trcmcDdniis.     A  p.-iper  whs  hiiuded  nbout,  wllh 
the  DHLDo  of  Mr.  Smith  fur  four  hutidrud  dolkrs,  to  which  otl 
(utded.     Mr.  Smith,  in  tlio  tnogt  nl-xpieiit  speech  f  ever  heard  fi 
him,  said:  "  If  I  were  nskud  Ui  point  out  —  1  will  say  it  in  his  pi 
ence  —  to  |ioint  out  the  man  in  all  this  world  I  think  most  truly  « J 
Christian;  I  Wuuld  point  lu  John  Bruwn."    1  wua  nune  diiubiful  11^4 
my  own  mind  hs  lo  Captaia  Brown's  oourse.     1  now  approve  lij 
huarlily.  having  given  my  inind  tu  it  mors  of  late.' 

April  IS. 

Brown  left  on  Tliursday  the  I4lh,  ami  was  to  be  M  North  Glb^i 
to-momiw  the  19th.  Thence  he  goes  "  in  h  few  days  "  lo  you  [B*  J 
actually  rnaehed  my  house  to  Couoonl,  Saturday.  May  7,  and  speall 
half  hifi  Insl  birlliday  with  me.]  He  says  he  must  not  be  trifled  wttli,.fl 
and  shall  lndd  Uoslon  and  New  Haven  to  thrir  word.  New  Hnveol 
advises  him  to  forfeit  live  hundred  dollars  he  has  pHld  on  a  mrl 

•  When  I  lirat  met  Bmwn  at  rotorboro',  in  1SS8,  Morton  playo)  " 
Giiemunir  tiiusiii  theparlnr,  ^mnniiK  other  thlTiipiSi^Iiiihert'ii  "  Scrciindtt'*] 
then  s  f»voriln  pirw.  —  nnd  ihn  oh!  Puritan,  wbi)  IovkI  muiic  «nd  ■ 
guod  [lart  Uim9el[.  mt  wrnping  nt  tlit>  nir. 


-•  Nurthward  ti< 
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eoDtTMti  and  drop  it.  He  will  not  From  here  he  went  in  good 
Bfurite,  and  appeared  better  than  ever  to  as,  baniDg  an  alfeeUon  of 
the  right  side  of  his  head.  I  hope  he  will  meet  heartj  enoonrage- 
ment  eleewhere.  Mr.  Smith  gave  him  foar  hundred  dullare,  I  twenty- 
five,  and  we  took  some  ten  duilars  at  the  little  meeting.  .  .  .  '*  L'ex- 
p^rience  d^montre,  avco  toute  Tevidence  possible,  que  c'est  la  soci^t^ 
que  prepare  le  crime,  et  que  le  conpable  n'est  quo  Pinstniment  que 
I'ex^ute."    Do  you  believe  Quetelet  f 

June  L 

Mr.  Smith  has  lately  written  to  John  Brown  at  New  York  to  find 
what  he  needed,  meaning  to  supply  it.  He  now  sends  to  him  ae- 
oording  to  your  enclosed  address.  I  suppose  you  know  the  place 
where  this  matter  is  to  be  adjudicated.  Harriet  Tubman  suggested 
the  4th  of  July  as  a  good  time  to  **  raise  the  milL'' 

June  80. 

News  from  Andovor,  Ohio,  a  week  or  more  since,  from  our  friend. 
He  had  received  two  huudred  dollars  more  from  here,^  was  full  of 
cheer,  and  arranging  his  wool  business;  but  I  do  not  look  for  a 
result  so  soon  as  mau^  do. 

This  message  from  Brown,  about  June  20,  1859,  shows 
that  he  was  already  mustering  his  men  and  moving  his  arms 
toward  Virginia ;  and  it  was  about  the  4th  of  July,  as  Har- 
riet Tubman  the  African  Sibyl  had  suggested,  that  Brown 
first  showed  himself  in  the  counties  of  Washington  and 
Jefferson,  on  opposite  sides  of  the  lordly  Potomac.  Before 
relating  his  adventures  there,  I  must  pause  to  recite  his  last 
Kansas  episode. 

^  That  is,  from  Gerrit  Smith. 
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CHAPTEE  XIIL 
FKOM  CANADA,  THROUGH  KANSAS,  TO  CANADA. 

IT  is  now  a  humiliating  thought  that  in  185S-59  Canada 
was  the  only  safe  refuge  of  the  American  fugitive  slave. 
That  simple  hero,  whose  guide  vraa  the  North  Star,  and  to 
whom  the  roar  of  Ni^ara  meant  freedom,  used  to  call  his 
resort  to  British  protection  "shaking  the  paw  of  the  Lion." 
"  Slaves  could  not  breathe  in  England "  a  hundred  years 
ago;  but  the  atmosphere  of  Canada  was  as  wholesome  to 
the  freedmen  in  Judge  Taney's  time  as  that  of  England  was 
in  Lord  Mansfield's.  When  John  Brown  wished  to  organize 
quietly  his  foray  against  Virginian  slavery,  he  withdrew  to 
Chatham,  in  Canada,  where,  in  May,  1858,  he  held  his  littl*  f 
convention  among  the  fugitives,  and  promulgated  liia  "  Pro 
visional  Constitution."  Here  is  the  beginning  of  the  in- 
strument, aa  it  came  from  the  miud  and  the  pen  of  John 
Brown:  — 


Wheretu,  Slavery,  throughout  its  entire  exislenre  lu  the  United  | 
Stnt(!B,  is  n<>ne  other  than  a  most  barbanius,  uDprovobed,  and  an-  i 
]otifl«ble  war  of  one  portion  of  its  eitiiens  upon  kuothcr  ponlon  —  I 

ktho  10th  of  Ktj,  1S5S.  whvD  lh#  Chnthain  convention  ailjmirn*^  1 
Jjgrted  "that  Jnhn  Bmon  (commnnair-in-rlUEf),  J.  H.  K»gi  {nencj 
■iwrl.  Rii'hanl  B<-air  (s.omtarj  otiUitel,  Chmrles  P.  TidJ.  E,  Whqf.'] 
^MtA.  D.  Siephflns).  C.  W.  McilTat.  Jnhn  E.  rook.  Owpn  Brown,  ShunuM 
t*_vlor,  Oilnnv  P.  Jn'lrnwH,  A.  M.  glUminh.  JOduinl  Kichaniton.  VT.  J 
H.  lawman,  ancl  /oAn  Linwrmet  hr.  ieiiI  liercbj  arr,  nppoiDtnl  ■  ■'onimilttt] 
to  nrhom  U  ilslegated  the  pover  of  llta  convention  lo  fill  hy  clecTion  all  tl 
offliiei  Epet'Iallir  anmed  in  the  Provisional  Constitution  wliicli  nu.r  be  t«- 
Gsnt  after  the  a^joumment  of  thu  conrcntioii."     Thoca  la  italici  were 
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the  t>[]ly  nit  na  f  vhiirh  are  perpetual  LmpriwmTneQt  nud  ti'tix)' 
loss  ser  t  ie  r  Is  lote  exl^nninntirin  —  iu  utter  disn-gnrit  mid 
violation  r  ih  ie  teruul  imd  aelf-evldeut  truthB  set  fulth  Id  our 
Deularai  f  lad  i^udeuce : 

Thery  re  W  I  z^\\»  of  tfae  United  ^tAtes,  and  tbe  oppressed 
people  Willi  by  ii  r««nt  decuiou  of  the  Supreme  Court  an*  decLtreii 
to  have  im  rigbta  which  Ilic  whitu  iimu  is  buund  to  reapeet,  t<>got)ii-r 
with  all   ulher  people  Iawb  thereof,  do.  fur  the  titni' 

being,  ordain  and  esta  bs  the  fullowing  Pnivbioiial 

CoDStitulion  and  Ordinal  to  protect  our  penone,  prop- 

erty, liv«s,  uod  liberties  Jiir  actiona : 

QtM  •Jttberthip. 

Art.  1.    All  pei^oiia  <  hether  proarribed,  opproatieil, 

and  ensluved  ehtzeoa,  a  nI  and  oppressed  tHuea  of  the 

Uniteii  Slates,  wlio  sh.'ill  agree  lo  suhwiti  Hiid  enforce  the  Priiviaional 
Couatitution  and  Ordinances  iif  this  organization,  together  \Hth  hII 
miniir  children  of  such  persons,  shall  be  held  to  be  fully  entitled  to 
protection  under  tbe  eame. 

This  whole  constitution,  much  ridiculed  in  1859,  will 
bear  a  careful  examination,  and  will  bo  found  well  suited  to 
its  purpose,  —  the  government  of  a  territory  in  revolt,  of 
which  tbe  chief  occupants  should  be  escaped  slaves,  Mr. 
Bagehot  once  said  that  "  the  men  of  Massachusetts  could 
work  any  constitution ; "  and  so  perhaps  Brown  and  his 
men  might  have  done. 

Upon  the  intelligence  received  from  Boston,  in  May, 
1858,  the  little  party  of  liberators  in  Canada  separated, 
some  going  one  way,  some  another.  Richard  Realf  wrote 
to  Brown,  May  31,  from  Cleveland,  Ohio:  — 

"  I  learn  from  George  Gill  that  ft  certain  Mr.  Warner,  living  at 
Milan,  ha.''  been  t^ld  that  a  quantity  of  inalerial  was  located  in  a 
certain  coun'y'  (name  correctly  given),  and  that  this  Warner  has 

'  At  this  timp  the  Hrms  of  Brown  were  stnreii  at  Lindenvilte,  Ohio,  in 
charge  v(  .Mr.  E.  A,  Fobi's.  to  whom  Bmnn  liml  written  from  Chatham, 
May  11,  sayins  :  "The  conduct  of  Colonel  Forbes  bn-.  bp.'ii  bo  Strange  of 
Ute  as  to  render  it  important  that  ho  get  no  clew  to  where  the  arms  ar« 
stored,  or  odiir  articles,  ami  that  he  should  kuow  nDlhiiiB  of  my  wh<;re. 
■bouts.     You  will  gi'eatly  oblige  me  and  uiaoy  other  friends  of  freedom  by 
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roentiouM  it  Va  anotlier  mau.    All  these  are,  Gill  snya.  I 

bat  I  dc)  uot  like  tlie  idea  uny  ini>re  fur  that.    Nor  nin  I  better  plea 

to  lenrn  fnim  thti  suine  tnurec  Ihnt  a  Rertnln  Mr.  Rpynolils  (ei>|i>r«Hl)>^ 

who  attended  our  conventien,  hns  disclused  its  iibjwts  to  llie  ineiiibers 

of  H  secret  tuciety  (c'dored)  called  '  The  AiiieritMD  Mysl 

some  other  ouufiiauded  humbug.     I  gu|)p<i9e  it  ia  likely,  tliiit  tlieiie 

people  arv  guod  invn  euough ;  but  tomukeamrtof  (Fhnle^alf  diviilge- 

iiient  <4  mAttora  at  hiiDtnl  is  tuu  steep  even  fur  ine,  who  ain  nut  by  miy 

ineHUi  over-cautiuus.    Cuuk  also,  1  learn,  cunductml  himself  berci  in  a 

manner  well  calpuliited  to  aruUBe  suspiciun,     According  to  PitrB»tis, 

hu  slnteil  in  bis  board iog-hnuse  that  hn  was  here  on  a  Mcrel  ex{iedi- 

tion,  and  that  the  rest  of  the  company  were  under  hb  nrdors.     IIo 

inaileamuet  uKteittatiouedlaplAjnf  hiseqajpuieiits;  wiis  careful  lu  let 

it  be  known  that  he  htvd  beeu  iu  Kansas;  alated,  aiaung  other  rwiitals 

of  imposiBible  oeliievetnonts,  that  he  luul  killeil  Svo  men ;  and,  in  short, 

drew  largely  mi  big  iinnginaliun  in  urder  to  render  himself  conspjcu- 

oue.     He  found  out  and  filled  upon  n  lady  friead  whi>[n  he  kneu-  in 

CouDeotieut,  talked  a  great  deal  tuu  much  to  her ;  aud  wound  up  bia 

perfonnancea  by  pmiHising  to  Panons.  Qiil,  and  Taylor  a  trip  to 

lamt  liNMliiy  on  the  tame  errand  in  the  event  of  p<iiit[HiDeinenl.' 

hna  taken  his  tools  with  him.    It  pains  ine  to  be  obliged  to  sny  ih 

things  of  one  whom  [  have  known  (o  long;  but  T  should  he  it 

in  oominon  honesty  if  I  withheld  them  ftiim  yon, — and  especinlly 

now,  when  we  have  lo  tread  with  double  c*m>. 

but  that,  in  the  event  of  defennent,  oar  diief  dauf^-r  will  ati-rue  fmm 

him  and  his  dreadful  atliiutiun  of  the  racoifthes  loqurtuli,  wliirh,  n 

dered  into  Engllah,  means  'rage  for  talking,'  or  'longiic  malady." 

At  the  time  Realf  wrote,  Brown  was  in  BoBton ;  Jttaa'l 
he  was  at  North  Elba ;  a  few  thiys  later,  at  West  Atidort 
Ohio;  June  22,  at  Chicago);  and  on  Sunday,  June  25,  I 
reachttd  Lawrence,  in  Kauaaa;  where  James  Redpath  i 
him  in  com|)any  with  Richard  Hinton.     Redpatb  says :  - 

"  We  werp  ut  supper  that  day  st  a  hotel  In  Lawrenw,  when  t 
stHiidy  old  man,  iriih  a  flowing  wbitp  beanl,  piiiirrd  the  f 
t'Hik  a  tK'Ht  at  the  pulilir  tuble.     I  immrdintcly  rTVoi;niM>d  i 
Btran^er  John  Browu.    Y(-t  luauy  ja-rsons  who  had  pravioRidy  kngi 
him  did  not  pmiKtrnto  his  [mtrinrrhal  disguiae." 

gattinjf  ftll  whi>  miy  knnw  anTthiug  alnat  either  ti 
MCrccy  ibout  the  whole  lunttcr." 

>  Thli  trip  to  Hnr|>«i''>>  P»rry  is  |Krliip«  tlut  meationcd  in  Brown'i  lart 
inlWTlwr  With  Cook.  Dec,  2.  I6S9. 
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The  sanative  is  coutinued  by  liinton,  who  says :  — 

"  On  tliij  SancUj  I  held  &  conrenalion  wilh  Citptaiii  Broim, 
which  ladled  DWirly  the  whole  aftenioiiD.  The  purport  of  il  was.  on 
bia  part,  inquiries  a£  to  varlrjua  puhlip  men  in  the  Temli.ry,  And  the 
ouoJitiim  of  ptilitifjil  affiwra.  He  waa  very  particular  as  tti  iho 
mtivements  »nd  ehHracter  of  Captain  MuDtgnmery,  The  uiHssncre 
of  the  Mania  dca  Cygnt  '        ■     '   in  the  minds  of  the  pei.ple, 

I  reuieinber  sa  eipreaaio  Wnnnly  giving  utternnce 

to  iny  detestatjoa  ufakvi  as,  and  iiapnitontly  wishing 

for  some  effectual  meatu  [Captain  Browa  aaid  to  me 

most  impressively,   '  Yoi  wm   tii  wait.     PHtiea<«   is 

the  hsrdesi  lesson  lo  1  'aited   for  twenty  jeiirs  to 

■ccuinpliah  my  purpose.'  :ie  of  a  message  that  I  had 

•Ant  hiin  in  1857,  and  t  meant  what  I  said,  fur  be 

■hould  ask  the  rnlfilinen  te,  and  perhaps  very  soon  ; 

further  addinj^  that  he  w^..,v.,  „.  ■„.,. me  aciihist  rash  pniinises. 

Young  men  were  toti  apt  to  make  thera,  and  should  he  very  careful. 
The  promise  given  was  of  great  iinportunce ;  and  I  must  be  prepared 
to  stand  hy  it,  or  disavow  il  now.  Kagi,  wlio  was  present  at  the 
same  time,  gave  me  to  understand  that  tlieir  visit  to  Kansas  was 
caused  hy  the  betrayal  of  their  plans  by  Colonel  Forbes  to  the  Ad- 
ministration ;  and  that  they  wished  to  give  a  different  impreswon  hy 
coming  to  the  West.  Both  said  they  intended  to  stay  some  time; 
and  that  night  Captain  Brown  aunounced  that  they  should  go  to 
Buutheru  Kansas  in  the  morning,  to  see  Captain  Montgomery  and 
visit  the  Adalrs  near  Osiiwatomie. 

"  I  did  not  see  Brown  again  until  September,  when  I  met  him  at 
Mr.  Adair's.  Both  he  and  Kagi  were  aick  with  the  fever  and  ague, 
and  had  been  for  some  time.  In  the  ini«rim  Brown  had  been  in 
Linn  and  Bourbon  Counties,  and  other  parts  of  southern  Kansas. 
One  of  his  first  acts  was  to  negotiate  wilh  Snyder  the  blacksmith, 
upon  whose  claim  the  massacre  ol  the  Maraia  dea  Cygnes  occurred, 
for  its  purchase.  This  rlaiin  is  about  hitlf  a  mile  from  the  State  line, 
—  the  buildings  in  an  admirable  position  for  defence.  Brown  saw 
both  the  moral  and  material  advantages  of  the  position,  and  was  de- 
airona  of  obtaining  po8.ie8sion.  Snyder  agreed  to  sell  ;  but  soon 
after,  having  a  better  offer,  he  broke  tlie  contract.  The  Captmn  had 
in  the  interval,  with  the  assislance  of  Kagi,  TidJ,  Stephens,  Lee- 
man,  and  anrrther  member  of  his  company,  prepared  a  very  strong 
iiirtification,  where  they  couhl  have  suRccB.sfu1ty  reaisled  a  large  force. 
In  my  jc)uriiey  through  tho  border  counties  I  found  ihat  a  general 
feeling  of  confidence  prevailed  among  our  friends  bec«uan  John 
Brown  was  near.     Over  tbe  border  the  Missouriaus  were  reniwkabty 
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qniot  from  June  until  Ootuber,  in  tbe  belief  that  the  i>ld  hero 
Iheir  vieinity.  When  the  farm  was  abandoned,  Bn>wo  hqi)  Kagl 
dime  W  Mr.  Adiui^H,  where  1  met  them.  .  .  .  Bimwo  wan  theu  tniTS 
nervous  and  hnpntieut  in  hia  mnnaer  than  I  had  before  observed. 
Captnia  Montgoinery's  name  was  intniducvd,  and  Ur<iwu  waa  cnthu- 
aJHstic  in  pmbe  nf  him,  avowing  perfect  ooa&doDr«  iu  hU  integrity 
and  purptisoa.  '  Ctipiain  Montgiitnery,'  he  «aid,  '  is  the  utjiy  wililier 
I  Imve  met  amnog  tho  prominent  Kansas  men-  He  underslutads  tny 
system  of  warfkre  exac^tly.  He  is  a  mitural  chieftiiiu,  and  knows 
how  to  lead.'  He  spuke  of  General  Ltine  and  his  recent  killing  of 
Gnius  Jenkins  ;  said  he  would  not  say  one  wurd  Hgainst  Lane  iu  his 
misfortunes,  but  ho  told  the  tienurul  liiiiiself  that  he  was  his  own 
worst  enemy.  Of  his  own  early  treatment  at  ilie  htiada  of  anihitioiu 
leaden,  he  said:  'They  acted  up  to  their  instincts.  As  puliliciuns 
they  thought  every  man  wanted  to  lead,  and  therefore  Bupposwl  I 
might  be  in  the  way  of  their  schemes.  While  they  had  this  feeling,  uf 
course  they  opposed  me.  Committees  and  councils  couhl  n>il  cimln>l 
my  movements,  therefore  they  did  ant  like  me.  Uany  men  did  not  like 
the  inBiiuer  in  whith  I  conduolnd  warfare,  aud  they  too  opposed  lat. 
But  pnliiininns  and  leaders  soon  found  that  1  hail  diffen-nt  purpose^  t 
and  forgot  their  jealousy.     They  have  nU  bona  kind  to  loe  since.' "  *M 

Brown  preferred  Montgomery  to  the  other  KuDsas  lead-  < 
ers;  and  on  the  9th  of  July  he  wrote  to  hia  son  John  from 
Sugar  Mound,  in  southern  Kansas :  "I  am  now  writing  in 
the  log-cabin  of  the  notorious  Captain  James  Montgomery, 
whom  I  deem  a  very  brave  aud  talented  officer,  and,  wliat  is 
infiuitely  more,  a  very  intelligent,  kind,  gentlemanly,  and 
most  excellent  man  and  lover  of  freedom." ' 

Not  long  after  this  letter  Brown  wrote  to  me  from  the 
region  made  famous  by  the  Marais  des  Gygnes  murders, 
where  he  was  then  residing  under  the  name  of  C.'iptain 
~*    "1  Morgan,  with  a  small  company  whom  he  had  en- 

I  according  to  this  compact,  which  he  signed  by  hia 

led  name:  — 


r  AGREEK15ST  F 


Ft  SIIUBEL  IfOROAN'S  COMPjLWT.  ^ 


We,  the   utidemigneil,   memU-rs   of  Shubel   Morgan's 
hereby  agree  to  be  goi-crued  by  the  following  rules :  — 


'  Junoi  Montgomny,  one  af  the  bravest  portiwii 
ud  duiinj  the  Civil  War  ooloni-l  of  a  blaci! 
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I.  A  geotltiinaiily  nut)  rcspdctfnl  de[HirtiDent  shall  &t  all  Uina*  »ad 
pbiees  be  inuintained  tiiwants  nil  perxmi ;  itai  all  prufane  iir  iuilL-eoDt 
langiiago  aliiiU  Ix;  av«idt<<l  In  all  chmw. 

II.  Nil  incoxicatiag  driufcs  dIluII  bo  iiumi  a*  a  bovpra){ii  hy  »uy 
member,  ur  bo  eiilfcn-J  in  <fiiinp  Tur  vaeh  tiurpose. 

III.  No  rueinber  ah>Lll  Iiuivn  uiinp  witliiiut  iMvo  of  lli«  eota- 
mandcr. 

Dor  ehall  be  aubjectol  to  hu 


IV.  All  prnpi-rty  rnpl 
equal  disiributbu  umim^ 

V.  All  atiis  i.f  petty  or 
pnniaheil.  and  rpstitaiiun 

VI.  All  meiiibent  ehu 
necessary  liibiir  in  »r  out 

VH.  All  prisoners  w 
be  treated  tdlh  kiodne^ 
crime  only  Bftur  iriul  ivo' 
defence. 

VIII.  Implicit  obedience  shall  be  yielded 
the  WHOinniider  or  other  superior  ofBcers. 

IX.  All  anns,  ainimiDilinn,  etc.,  not  Btridly  private  property, 
shall  ever  l)e  held  sxbjcct  to,  and  delivered  up  im,  the  order  of  the 
comuiiiiider.' 


11  bo  p^>lDptIy  twd  jiroporl; 

I,  (uiutribute  nqiinlly  to  ail 

y  deiDenu  tliemBolvca  shntl 
lud  chilli  he  pauixbtid  fi.>r 
ling  allowod  &   heariop    in 

0  all  proper  orders  of 


Shubcl  Morgan,  July  12.       E.  W.  Snyder, 


C.  P.  Tidd, 
J.  H.  KHgi, 
A.  Wattles. 
Saml.  Stevenson, 
J.  Montgomery, 
T.Ho>nyer[Wiei 
Simon  Snyder, 


IS  J-  Snvder, 
John  H.  Snyder, 
Adam  Bishop, 
Wm.  Hairgrove, 
John  Mihel, 
Wro.  Partridge, 


John  Broimi  on  Guard  at  Fort  Snyder. 

MiawuBi  Lint,  (on  Kansas  sinr),  July  20,  1858. 
F.  B.  Sanborn,  Esq.,  and  Friesdb  at  Boston  and  Worces- 
ter, —  I  am  here  with  iihout  ten  of  my  men,  located  on  the  same 
quarter-spctirm  where  the  terrible  innrders  of  the  19th  of  May  were 
cummitted,  ealleil  the  Hamilton  or  tmiling-post  murders.  Deserted 
farms  and  dwellings  lie  in  all  directions  for  some  luiles  along  the 


>  This  pitpiT  w  in  Ksgi's 
Hontgomrry  as  a  private. 


handwriting,  nnd  c 


s  the  signatur 


of 
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liiii'.  and  the  rcinaiulng  inhabiliiutB  watcb  every  iippearnnoe  of  pti 
fxina  moving  nboiit,  with  Hnxiuuti  jenluusy  Hud  vigilHDce.     F»iu  uf 
the  plenums  winmili'd  or  attucked  on  thitt  occaoiou  are  Btujilig  n'ith 
■no.     The  btschtinith  Snyikr,  whi>  fiuglit  tbe  ujurdcrprs,  with  his 
bmllicr  Biid  sciii,  aru  of  ihti  number.    Uld  Mr.  Hnirgn^ve, 
terribly  wimuded  ut  the  mme  time,  is  Kuuthur.    Thu  Uarkeniith  ra^  _ 
luroed  hrTP  with  me,  nnd  iutrnds  tu  brhig  bnck  hip  rHriiily  (in  lo  hlKV 
I'biiin  wilhiQ  two  or  thrive  days.     A  cimsttiiit  fear  uf  new  I 
wtiiiis  111  prev^l  OD  bulb  sidw  uf  the  lioe,  find  nu  buih  »idi?s  ni 
jiHiiicE  of  anueil  men.     Aay  liltJe  affair  may  open  thi?  i]Uiirrrl  Hfrei 
Twti  murders  And  uiaes  of  robbery  are  reported  of  lati-.     I  have  al 
a  man  with  mc  wliu  tied  fruui  his  feinily  aad  fann  in  Missouri  but  3 
dny  or  two  sitire,  his  life  being  threnleaed  (lu  accouut  of  heiug  ue- 
isuavi  uf  iufonnini;  Kanwis  meo  of  the  whnvabauts  of  one  of  tbe 
inurdiin'rs,  who  wus  Intt'ly  tAkcn  and  brought  to  this  side.     1  have 
roniiejilnl  the  fnct  of  my  proM-UM  protty  much,  lest  it  should  tend  to 
eroaie  expilcuiont ;  but  it  is  getiiug  Imked  out,  and  will  sooa  to  _ 
kuowu  tw  all.     As  I  am  nut  here  to  set'k  or  sucurc  rerenge,  t  do  n 
mean  tu  be  the  first  to  reopen  the  i[iinrrcl.    Hiiw  soon  tl  may  to  J 
niiiied  Rguinst  rae  I  cannot  sny  ;  nor  am  I  over  nnxioiis.     A  purtioarfl 
of  my  men  arc  in  other  nelu:bborhi>ods.     We  shall  emiu   bo  in  greatj 
want  «f  H  stiiull  atnouul  in  li  draft  or  drafts  on  New  York,  to  lixi\  W  I 
We  nannot  work  for  wages,  and  ]>ruvisiunB  nro  not  easily  oblaiowll 
on  the  fr»oiiof. 

I  wnnot  rofrain  fhun  quoting,  or  rather  referring  to,  a 
the  h'rrible  utbir  before  ntludeil  to,  in  nn  ari'oimt  fnuud  in  iim  "  N«v  J 
York  Tribune"  of  May  ai.  diitL-d  ftt  Westp.irt,  May  21.  Tbf 
Mys:  "  Froo)  one  of  the  prinniicrs  it  whb  nsrertnined  thut  a  n 
of  persons  were  Btatioued  at  Snyder's,  a  short  distiincc  from  tite  PoMf^l 
a  house  built  in  the  gorge  of  two  miumds,  nnd  flunked  by  roch-wflll%| 
—  a  fit  place  for  robbers  and  uiurderers."  At  a  spring  in  a  roehyV 
rnfiue  stands  a  very  small  open  bbtcksmilb's-shup,  made  of  thin  si 
front  H  MW-mill.  This  is  the  only  building  tbitl  biis  ever  been  kiiowsfl 
to  aland  tliere,  And  in  that  artirle  is  railed  a  "  furtifimtion."  It  is  iv-  f 
day.  just  as  it  was  on  the  19ih  of  May,  —  a  little  peni-np  shop,  < 
taining  Snyder's  tiHils  (what  have  not  bwn  earried  ofl)  all  cov* 
with  rust,  —  and  had  never  been  thouglit  of  lu  a  "  fortification  "  bo>| 
fore  the  poor  man  attempted  in  it  his  own  and  his  brother's  and  si 
defeuee.  I  give  this  as  an  illnatratlon  of  ibe  triithfulncM  of  tt^ 
whole  acroTiut,  It  «hould  be  left  to  stand  while  it  ma;  I 
should  Iw  known  hervafier  as  Fort  Sn;/^. 

I  may  eontlnun  here  for  soin«  titas.     Mr.  Bussell  and  other  flitn 
at  Sew  Haveo  assmnvl  nie  hiifore  I  left,  thai  if  the  Leeomplun  alwin- 
ination  *hould  pa&s  through  Congres*  soinethitig  omld  lie  dour  tbrre 
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to  relieve  me  trom  &  diffirultf  I  am  in,  aod  which  ihef  nadenrtami. 
Will  nr)t  some  of  my  B<«ton  frirnds  "  stir  up  their  ininiie"  in  Iho 
matlcrT     1  du  believe  xhfj  woald  be  llntened  In.* 

Y'lD  roay  use  tliis  as  yon  ihiuk  best.  Please  lot  ftiends  in  New 
T»rk  and  at  Nurth  Elba  *  bear  from  me.  I  am  Dnt  very  stout ;  have 
much  to  thiok  of  aad  to  do,  fiDd  have  but  littlo  time  or  chance  tar 
wriiiiig.  The  weather,  of  lat«,  has  been  very  hot.  I  will  write  you 
all  when  I  ma. 

I  believe  all  honeBt,  i  \te  men  in  Kansas  consider 

Qeurge  Washington  Bru  F  Frenloin  "  one  vf  th«  uioet 

miacliievouB.  tnitomuB  71  e  whole  country. 

Juli/  33.    SinM  tho  j:  ither  Frco-Stiite  MissoiiriaD 

hw  been  over  to  see  nt  wit  FKiitemeiit  00  the  other 

rido  i<f  the  line,  and  thai  -.  Bishop  (the  mum  who  fled 

to  Ub)  was  beset  during  a  left,  but  ou  findiug  hft  woB 

Dot  there  they  left.     Yb.  very  man  from  Wert  Point, 

Miswiuri,  came  over,  pnifessing  inai:  ne  wanted  to  hny  Bialuip's  tana. 
I  tliiuk  he  wiis  a  nj>y.  He  repiirtod  :ill  Quict  i>n  the  niher  aide.  At 
present,  along  this  part  uf  the  line,  the  Frco-State  men  may  be  said, 
in  some  scnae,  to  "  pciKiess  the  field ; "  but  we  deem  it  wise  to  "  be 
on  the  alert."  Whether  Missouri  people  ai-e  more  excited  through 
feiir  than  otherwise,  1  am  not  yet  prepared  to  juUge.  The  black- 
smith (Suyder)  has  got  his  family  back ;  also  some  others  have  re- 
turned, and  a  few  new  scHlers  are  comiog  in.  Those  who  fled  or 
were  driven  off  will  pretty  much  lose  the  season.  Since  we  came 
here  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  of  Governor  Denver's  men  have 
moved  a  little  nearer  to  the  line,  I  believe. 

Augual  G.  Have  been  down  with  the  ague  since  last  date,  and 
had  no  safe  way  of  getting  off  my  letter.  I  had  lain  every  night 
without  shelter,  suffering  from  cold  rains  and  heavy  dews,  together 
with  the  oppressive  beat  of  the  days.  A  few  days  Muoe,  Governor 
Denver's  officer  then  in  pommand  bravely  moved  his  men  on  to  the 
line,  and  on  the  uest  adjoining  claiin  with  us.  Several  of  them  im- 
mediately sought  opportunity  to  tender  their  service  to  me  secretly. 
I  however  advised  thetn  to  remain  where  they  were.    Soon  after  I 

'  Tlie  allusion  here  is  to  Brown's  Pontr»ct  with  Charlefl  Blair,  who  waa 
to  make  the  thoiisniiri  pikes.  Brown  had  not  been  able,  for  lack  of  money, 
to  coTn|ilcte  the  iHyincnt,  and  was  nfmid  liis  contract  would  be  forfeited, 
and  the  money  ]iaid  would  be  lost.  He  then^rore  eomniunicatpd  the  facts 
to  Mr.  Rtissell,  who  was  tlirn  tbe  head  of  a  military  school  at  New  Haven, 
and  had  some  assnrancp  from  bim  of  money  to  ba  raised  in  Connecticat  to 
meet  this  contract. 

*  Gerrit  Smith,  and  bis  own  family. 
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cHme  on  the  line  my  right  name  was  reported;  bot  the  ra^orit;^ 
Dot  credit  the  repirt. 

I  arn  getting  hvuet.     Von  will  know  the  Ime  reatill  of  the  eleo 
or  the  2d  iii9t.  munh  eooui^r  than  1  ahall,  probably.     I  am  in  no  p 
fiDr  coiTMt  general  infuniuiUon.     Mnv  God  blc-ss  you  hU  ! 
Your  fr'ieod, 

JoHK  Brow 

When  recovering  from  tever  ho  wrote  this  shorter  letter: 

OaAWATOUiE,  Kansas,  Sept.  10,  1358. 

Dbar  Friend,  and  other   Friemdh,  —  Your  kind  and  Tery 
weliTome  letter  of  the   llili  July  was  received  a  long  lime  aineai  . 
but  I  was  sick  at  the  lime,  and  bave  been  ever  siai«  until  t 
that  1  did  not  even  answer  the  leltere  of  my  own  family,  or 
else,  before  yesterday,  when  I  begun  to  try.     I  nui  very  wenk  j 
but  gaining  wcU.      All  seems  iiniet  now.      I  have  been  dnwn  a' 
sii  weeks.    As  things  now  Itxik  I  wnnid  say  thnt  if  you  hsd  i 
already  sent  forward  those  little  arlirles,'  do  not  do  it.     Before  I  « 
taken  sick  there  seemed  to  bo  every  pnispeel  of  some  bui 
soon ;  and  there  is  some  now  that  rt'quire*  doing  ;  but,  andcr  ull  tl 
cireuin stances,  I  think  not  best  (o  send  them. 

I  hnve  beard  nothing  direct  from  Forbes  for  months,  hot  e^cpeet  tt 
when  1  get  to  Lawrence.     I  have  hut  fourteen  regularly  emplu| 
hands,  the  in<«t  of  whom  are  now  at  common  work,  and  some 
sick.      Much  sickness  prevails.      How  we  travel  may  not  be  be 
write.     1  have  often  met  tLo  "notonous"  Monigutnery,  and  i 
very  favorably  of  him. 

It  now  looks  as  though  but  little  business  can  be  acoomjilisl 
until  we  get  our  mill  Into  oi>eratioo.     I  am  iiii>st  aiixioua  ubnut  tl 
and  want  you  to  name  the  earliest  date  possible,  us  near  as  ] 
learn,  when  you  can  have  your  matters  gathered  op.    Do  let  n 
fr"m  you  on  this  point  (as  soon  as  consisteni}.  *"  thst  1  may  h 
tuime  id«a  how  to  srrange  my  businett.    Detir  friends,  dr>  be  h 
est ;  the  harvest  we  sh^l  reap,  if  we  are  only  np  and  doing. 

.•lept.  IS.  1 
Yours  uf  the  25th  Aognst,  containing  draft  of  Mr.  S.  for  flfty  d 
lars  is  received.     I  am  most  gralfiful  for  it,  and  to  you  (or  yonr  k 

1  The  *hiatlei>,  etc.,  mrntinncd  in  thin  nol«,  *rat  to  m*  from  BitkiUIji 
in  Marfh.  I8BS.      "PUuc  f^(  for  mr  (if  yen  cant  ■  qnsntity  of  irhtil 
■uch  as  are  naed  by  the  bnatswuin  on  shipt  of  wir.    They  wfll  be  of  if 
Krvim.     E*vry  t^ii  mm  i>n){lit  to  hufn  onr  it  least.     Aim  a 
stHoIw  u  mark*  of  dlotinetion,  which  1  mentMned  to  you." 
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letter.  This  woald  have  bepn  sooner  iiialW  but  for  want  of  namps 
anij  fnvelopeB.  I  nin  gaitiing  slon'ly,  but  hupo  to  be  on  my  legs 
nxin.     Have  uii  further  newH. 

Mailed,  Seplomber  13.     Still  weak. 

Your  &ieDd. 


To  hig  Farntfif. 


K  KANilAK,  8r[it.  S,  1868. 
■  I  received   Henry's  letter 


U'Vf.      I  am  etill  very  weak, 

any  Tnore  Blek.     I  left  the 

■  in  Hfter,  I  was  taken  down. 

now.      What  course  I  shall 

e  strcngih.     I  have  lennied 

.  jd  shall  try  to  wnd  yon  sime 

may  lie  wp!I  jitiiil  fi.r  the  Uar- 

Qow,  but  I  wnnt  to  kaow  how 


Dear  Wife  asi)  ) 
or  the  Slat  July  a  long 
tb«  lime,  atid  hHve  beei 
bt)[  gaining  pretty  mil 
Hi<<souri  line  about  lix 
ThingB  are  now  very  q 
next  rake,  I  caonot  teli 

with  pain  thiit  the  flour .  n-  -- 

money  insteail  of  it,  fiij  that  Mr.  Alii 

rel  he  lent.     I  can  write  you  no  mnr 

you  all  get  along.    Enclose  everything  to  Augustus  Wattles,  Moneka, 

Linii  County,  Kansas,  in  sealed  envelope,  with  my  name  only  on  it. 

God  bless  you  all  I 

Your  affectionate  hnsband  and  father. 

Oeawatouie,  Kansas,  Sept.  13,  1858. 
Dear  Wife,  —  Your  letter  of  the  25th  August  I  was  most  glad 
to  gel,  notwithstanding  it  told  me  of  your  trials  ;  and  I  would  be 
thankful  thnt  the  same  hand  that  brought  me  your  letter  bronglit  me 
atxither,  supplying  me  with  the  means  of  sending  ynu  some  relief.  I 
hojw  ynu  will  all  learn  to  put  your  trust  in  God,  and  not  become  dis- 
couraged when  you  meet  with  pour  success  and  with  losses.  I  wrote 
you  two  or  three  days  ago,  telling  you  how  I  bad  been  sick,  but  was 
getting  hotter.  I  am  still  very  weak,  and  write  with  great  labor.  I 
enclrw  draft  for  fifty  dollars,  payable  t..  Watson.  I  want  Mr.  Allen 
paid  out  of  it,  to  his  full  satisfaction,  for  the  barrel  of  flour  lent,  hb  a 
first  thing,  and  the  balance  used  to  supply  substantial  comforts  for 
the  family,  or  to  pay  any  little  debts.  I  shall  have  the  means,  after  a. 
while,  of  paying  for  another  yoke  of  oxen,  and  T  hope  to  bdve  it  sunn; 
but  of  that  1  Cflnnot  be  certain.  It  would  bo  well  to  malie  consider- 
able inquiry  for  a  gi'iod,  youngish  yoke,  without  faults,  and  also  to 
find  wliere  you  can  get  them  mirat  reasonably  for  the  money.  Do 
not,  any  of  you,  go  in  debt  for  a  loam.  Ynu  may,  perhaps,  hire  a 
few  days'  work  of  some  good  team  to  log  with,  or  of  some  good  man 
to  help  t"  pile  logs  without  a  team,  and  I  will  endeavor  to  send  the  pay 
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on  for  tliat  »ood.    Do  the  bmt  you  can,  anil  neillier  be  hasty  u 

miirnged.     Vou  must  acknowledge  th«  receipt  ut  tins  ut  'ram,  hBi 

Ii-ll  1IIC  all  how  yoa  gel  ulung.    Mn)'  Goil  uliLimtittiily  bkis  ynu  nil  I 

Yiiui'  ritIecliouat«  liujbuud. 

OiiAWATuHrE,  Kansas,  Oct.  11,  ISfiS. 
Dbab  Wifb  akd  Chilorrn,  all,  —  I  wroti)  ycm  Bomctinii 
!-iiii«,  eucliiaiug  O.  Smith's  ohork  for  lifiy  ilollurs,  payiibl(>  to  iinler  , 
■  if  Watson.  Siiiiw  thou  I  liav^  no  word  from  nny  of  you,  but  ain 
lir>|)ea  of  getting  ttiiuelliing  lu-iiiurrow.  1  huve  1i«tiu  vc>ry  feoble  evi 
sidw.  but  ha»o  iuiprc)ved  n  gooj  dpitl  now  for  about  one  weyk,  I  ™ 
now  see  tin  good  mteim  why  1  should  not  bi-  liwalcd  ueuror  home,  i 
siHin  as  I  can  (vilWt  tlic  inruiiia  fur  ilrfrnyjug  f^xpvnses.  1  elill  JDtcitd  . 
modlng  you  some  furtht^  hplp  h«  mhid  as  I  nui.  Will  writ«  you  bun 
to  direol  to  me  bereaftvr.     Nd  iniiro  now. 

Yoor  affectiouiitu  husband  nud  father. 


MONEKA.  KANfAS,  N..».  1,  1858. 

Dear  Wiff.  and  Children,  all,  —  I  have  just  uriltou  to  JdM^  I 
U.  Pointer,  of  SpringdiUe,  Cedu  County,  Iowa,  (o  seod  yiHi  a  N««C<I 
York  draft,  payable  to  Oliver.     1  bnve  strung  bupes  of  yuar  gelling  F 
one  to  thn  amount  of  his  note.    At  niiy  rate,  it  is  all  the  means  I  no^  J 
have  of  giving  you  a  liule  furtht-r  help.    Shoald  you  got  it,  yiHi 
not  8«'Uit  liirn  the  note,  as  njy  letter  Is  giHMl  against  thu  notu.    I  wcnil$fl 
bo  gtiiil  to  have  you  pay  ttio  tAxe»,  If  you  I'au  so  muniigc  as  tn  do  it  aMt^V 
be  notnfortuble.    I  abnlt  do  all  I  can  to  bi.-l|i  you,  and  ms  fast  ns  I  can. 
How  eoim  I  shall  be  able  to  see  you  ng](in,  1  eniimit  tell,  but  I  still 
live  iu  hopes,      t  cannot  now  tell  you  Ik.w  u-  direct  to  me,  but  will 
udvisu  yi>u  further  as  sihiu  as  I  can.     Thitigs  at  thU  moment  look 
i[uilu  thrcalcuing  ahmg  llie  line.     I  am  iniiHi  lieller  iu  hrnlth  thaa  I. 
was  when  1  wrut«  last,  but  uot  very  strong  ypi.    May  0(>d  bles 


nil! 


Your  nffectionale  hnebauit  and  father. 


MoNCKA.  KAKSAfI,  Nnv.  I,  ISSS. 

I  FriEKUs,  —  Your  leuer  of  th«  10th  Oelober  from  Hndson 
■Mved  in  ttood  time,  but  I  wns  not  thcu  in  n  rondilinu 
n^mwe.     Things  at  this  moment  look  rather  lliroaii-oing  in  thia  ii 
mediate  neiu;hborhtH>d  ;  l>ut  what  will  fvune  up  1  eanuot  aay.     I M 
obliged  to  yuo  fcr  y<iur  etforta  to  prevent  WHtwrn  from  going  tt 
fomiit,  and  will  try  ti'  expn-w  my  gmtiiuile  by  hlnliuie  to  yon  that  A^ 
busines*  and  co|iarln<>nihip,  such  as  you  iilludo  to,  would  lie  v«ry  likely 
to  require  a  good  deal  <if  the  capital  Irenlor  fictitious)  of  others,  vrheiw- 
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bj  f on  woald  b«  tikelj  to  ran  into  debt,  nod  into  aoma  other  ontui- 
glcuii-nle.  CouUyou  not  do  mod^TatelywpH  by  taking  a  dairy  agvitl 
ThMt  biisincM  hni  fi>r  tk»  laM  hair  century  Wu  riibjcei  U'  ■«  few 
fluctuatiune  in  Ohio  ax  any  other  (1  think).  Brsiiie  tliHt,  I  BUppove 
you  already  understand  it,  tolerably  well  at  least.  I  m&y  take  vhiilly 
a  wrung  view  of  the  Bubjoct.  My  health  is  w)ine  improved,  but  I  «ui 
Btill  weak.  Shall  write  h>  you  where  to  tUreet  when  1  know  wbert! 
tu  do  so. 

May  God  blcBH  you  i  Year  friend. 

These  letters  are  anse  Brovn  was  still  a 

proscribed  person  ii  ras  liable  at  ao;  time  to 

engage  iu  new  conh  lit  lead  to  hh  arrest  bj 

the   Uemocratie  gov  ''ederal  troops.      At  the 

date  of  the  last  lette  aver,  who  had  succeeded 

Walker  and  Stanton  .  and  there  was  a  short 

interregnum.  Ciqilam  iMontgumery,  witli  an  armed  force 
much  larger  than  any  that  Brown  had  commanded,  for 
Gome  months  patrolled  southern  Kansas,  and  retaliated 
on  the  Border  Ruffians  as  he  saw  occasion.  Montgomery 
was  Brown's  friend,  and  had  carried  Brown's  opinions 
very  far.  Jnst  before  April  1,  1858,  while  pursued  by 
United  States  troops,  he  turned  and  put  tbem  to  flight, 
firing  upon  them  and  killing  two  dragoons,  —  the  first 
and  last  time  that  the  national  soldiers  were  fired  upon  by 
the  Free-State  men  in  Kansas.  These  troubles  in  southern 
Kansas  were  mainly  over  when  Brown  wrote  the  foUowiDg 
letter  to  his  family,  just  a  year  before  his  execution  :  — 

John  Bnmm  to  hit  Children  in  Ohio. 

OsAWATOMiE,  Kansas,  Dec,  2,  1858. 
Dear  Children,  —  I  have  a  mompnt  to  write  you,  and  I  ha«t«ii 
to  improve  it.  My  health  is  some  improved  ainre  I  wrote  you  last, 
but  still  I  get  a  shake  now  and  tlien.  Other  friewls  are  middling 
well,  I  believe.  In  pome  of  the  border  counties  sonth,  there  is  the 
worst  feeling  at  this  time,  which  afTords  but  little  prospect  of  quiet. 
Other  portions  of  the  Territory  are  rompHiatively  undisturbed.  The 
winter  may  be  supposed  to  have  fairly  set  in,  whinb  may  compel 
parties  to  defer  hostilities  at  least.  1  want  you  to  write  my  fiimily  to 
inquire  particuhirly  whether  they  are  so  rircmnstnnced  as  to  be  able 
to  get  through  the  winter  without  suffering,  so  that  I  may  hear  from 
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ihtin  irheo  I  know  where  to  hav^  joq  direct  tn  me.     I  bave  but  tl 
motneut  returoed  frum  the  sonth,  uid  expect  to  go  back  at  ODce. 
Your  affectionalo  friend. 

P.  S.     Am  alill  preparing  for  my  oilier  jo aruej.  Youre. 

P.  S.  I  want  jou,  some  of  jtio,  fiir  the  presout,  U>  write  John, 
aaying  &I1  about  tbe  eondiliuu  uf  yoar  different  fomilies,  otid  whrtber 
)-iiu  ure  siiSi'ring  for  ivuylbiug,  or  are  Lkely  to  l>e,  and  fur  wliat,  tliat 
I  iiiuy  get  tbe  infiirtnatioD  by-and-by,  tliniugh  liirn,  when  there  ii 
any  ohauce.  You  niay  depend  on  my  doiiif;  all  in  my  power  Itffl 
miike  you  ootufurtable.     Tu  Gud  and  bis  tafiuitc  grtux  1  u 

By  his  "  otliet  journey,"  Brown  meant  his  Virginia  expe- 
dition ;  bat  he  was  then  preparing  also  for  his  raid  into 
Missouri,  to  rescue  slaves  from  one  or  two  plantations 
there.  He  has  told  the  story  of  this  raid  in  his  own 
inimitable  niB,uner,  summing  up  in  a  short  letter  the  his- 
tory of  the  whole  year  1858  in  southern  Kansas.  It  waA 
addressed  to  the  "  New  York  Tribune,"  and  published  both 
there  and  in  the  Lawrence  "  Republican  " :  — 


JOHN    brown's    parallels. 

Tkadino  Post,  Kansas,  Jonnsrj,  1859. 

GntTLBMCNt  —  Yon  will  greatly  oblige  a  humble  frivnd  by  nll«w-  > 
ing  tbe  use  of  yonr  oolumus  while  1  briefly  atnte  two  panillels,  iu  my 
poor  way. 

Not  one  year  ago  eleven  quiet  oiliiena  of  this  neighborhood,  — 
Williain  Riitmrtson,  William  ColjieUser,  Amos  Hall,  Austin  Hall, 
John  Campbell,  Asa  Snyder,  Tbowaa  Slilwcll,  William  Hairgnive, 
Asa  Bairgnwe,  Patrick  Rosa,  and  B,  L.  Reed,  — were  gathered  ap 
from  tbeir  work  and  llieir  homes  by  au  armed  fore*  uuder  one  Hamil- 
ton, and  withoQt  trial  or  opjionutiiiy  to  apeak  in  their  own  defence 
were  formed  into  line,  and  all^ut  one  shot,  —  five  killed  and  five 
wounded.  One  full  unharmed,  pretending  to  be  dead, 
for  dead.  The  only  erim«  charged  against  them  was  that  of  b 
Free-Slate  men.  Now,  I  inquire  what  action 
(Nwnrrenee  in  May  last,  been  taken  by  either  the  Preaideut  o 
United  Stntea,  the  Governor  of  Mla»ouri,  the  Governor  of  Kai 
any  of  their  t<j»lB,  or  by  any  pmelavery  i>i 
ferret  out  and  puniah  the  perpetrators  of  this  « 
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I" 


Now  tot  the  other  parallel.'  Ou  Suudu;,  Deeeiuber  W,  u  nttgm 
inaD  calUil  Jim  came  uver  to  the  Osage  eeitleinent,  from  MMsuim, 
BDd  staiti)  tiiHl  be,  together  with  hb  wilv,  two  cliildren,  ami  anutliM 
negro  Qum,  wiis  tn  be  anW  within  a  dny  or  two,  nod  l>ug(^  fur  bi-lp 
"'     '"    'ii'K)  "Ight,  t 


to  get  iLw:iy.     Ou   Moiiiiny  (the  fulli 
panics  M'ito  iiiiuli-  "p  t<i  go  t"  Mibbuu 
Blaves,  i.igetliiT  witli  otlier  skvee.    Oi 
to  direet.     Wo  [iruceei, 
enited  tho  slnvi 


J  the  estiiic.     We  b 
of  the  unities  wo  had 


fituall  Mim- 
id  furcibly  liber»t«  ihm  five 
:>f  til  use  oiiiiipaiUM  I  OBBtnned 
urronnilnd  the  buiyiug*,  lib- 
pruiiert^  •Ql)puaed  to  beloug 
Msfiirv  Imviug  lliftt  a  [Kirtiua 
ji  a  man  living  on  tho  plan- 
ted to  hsvt)  no  intend  iu  the 
nil  we  h^l  titken.  W«  dien 
fimud  five  more  Hltivw,  took 
e  luoved  all  slowly  nway  iuii> 
eu  sent  the  white  men  ba«k, 
ney  dinsi'  tn  d<i  so.  The  other 
ik  some  property,  and,  as  I  n 


estate.  We  promptly 
.went  to  another  plant 
some  pr-jjwrty  and  twi 
the  TerriUirj  for  w.mi. 
telling  lliftii  1<>  r<illij\v  iia  as  hihih  u 
eutiipHuy  freed  one  female  slave,  t 

iiifi)rmed,  killed  cue  while  inau  {the  master),  who  fought  against 
tl)o  lihcratioD. 

Now  for  a  comparison.  Eleven  persons  are  forcibly  restored  to 
their  natural  and  inalteniible  riglits,  with  but  one  man  killed,  and 
all  "  licll  is  stirred  from  beneath."     It  ia  currently  reported  that  tho 

>  On  the  back  of  the  original  draft  of  "Old  Brown's  Parallels,"  ia 
Broun's  handwriting,  is  thK  following  indorsement  by  him  Id  pencil  of 
stations  on  the  "  Underground  Kailrond"  through  Kansas  :  — 
N«n>liii  C»f. 
Od  RLver  Rniul,  Miirtln  BInwell.  Uoant  Vei- 


*  lUjiiard,  HoltAii. 
Br.  KuIlM,  >ii  niLlu. 
Bmith.  WilnutCrwk 
Hillt  and    tinluiu 


Bfteen 


I   AlluiDj,  nr.  Whit* 


t.ln 


»  Ci^. 


Besidea  thi-se  entries  appear  the  following  ;  — 

TeamBl*™,  rr.    TncMh  wh,*l,(l«  . noO 

Limley.  Dr  at  Snilth'i 1.00 

On  the  other  end  or  the  same  pB(n).  — 

Cuh  WTBlved  by  J   Brown  on  his  rprlmliiccoimt,  of  J.  H.  Painter 

<niDDt« •100.00 

CMlireMlvddbyJ.BrownonhIa  pri™t«««nui.t,  of  J  H.  Painter 

fur  urtills ,  10.00 

Cull  iMPived  lij  J.  Bmffn  on  hH  print*  acfount,  of  J.  H.  PiUnlCT 

(orna^o 58.10 

"J.  Brown  paid  for  company  :  For  G.  flill,  $5.70  ;  to  Pwirce,  C39.00  ; 
to  Painter,  88.00^  to  Townsend  for  ahnes,  $1.65  ;  to  Pearce,  $3.00;  to  Car- 
penter, $10.00  ;  to  Kagi,  $8.00  ;  to  Cari>eiiter  Tor  making  shirts,  $3.1)0." 
These  are  part  of  the  coat  of  the  JouriMy,  no  donht. 
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Governor  uf  Missouri  hns  uiode  a  requUitiiiu  upcm  itieGoveruor 
KiinsiiB  for  the  Jeliverj  uf  all  auch  m  wire  cnnc(~me<l  !□  the  " 
mimed  "  droadful  vuiruKC."    The  Mareliiil  of  Kansas  is  uid  I 
cillocting  B  pome  of  Missouri  (not  Khhbiuj)  iiiun  at  Weei  Voh 
Uiasouri,  a  little  tiiwa  about  tcii  iniles  diatuQl,  lo  "  otiforcc  the  li 
Ail  prusluvur/,  ouii8«rvatire,  Free-State,  nad  dough-^M  in 
Adiniiiislmtiun  tuuls  uk  fiUod  with  huly  hurror. 
C'oQsider  the  two  cuwb,  aud  the  netiuu  of  the  AdiiiiDiiitrBtiini  p 
Ke«pcctfully  joars, 

John  BbohI 

When  Brown  was  about  to  set  forth  from  Osawatom  

with  his  freedmeu,  Geriit  Smith,  who  had  heard  of  his  foray 
tn  Missouri,  and  rejoiced  at  it,  seat  me  this  letter :  — 

pBiEMBOBo',  Jnn.  22,  I8SB. 

My  dear  Sir,  —  I  have  yours  of  the  IStli.  I  am  bappy  to  U 
thai  tho  Uiidergrouud  Railnind  is  en  prospen>ut>  in  Kansas, 
help  it  now,  iu  the  midst  of  ihe  nuinberlosH  cnlls  upiiu  n 
send  you  twenty-five  dollare,  wliicb  I  wish  you  lu  send  to  our  ouble 
fricud  Julia  Brown.  Perhaps  juu  cnu  get  sume  other  cuntribulions 
to  te.ad  aluug  with  it.  lie  ia  doubtless  in  great  oeiHl  of  all  he  can  ' 
get.  The  Uipography  of  Missouri  is  uufavomble.  Would  that  a 
tpuT  of  the  AtUghanij  fj^teudtd  from  the  east  to  the  wmI  borders  qf  J 
the  State.'  Mr.  Morlou  has  nut  yet  rctunicd.  We  hope  h 
(Mine  tu-uight.  In  haste,  your  friend, 

Gerrit  SMrra>  J 

P.  S-   Dear  Theodore  Psrlier !     Hay  Heavra  preserve  him  U 

It  was  not  far  from  January  20  when  Brown  start«cl'] 
northward  with  his  freedinen  from  the  neighborhood  of  tlwV 
Pottawatomie,  where  he  had  sheltered  them.     The  fo11oir-4 
ing  letter  was  received  by  Brown  while  tarrying  a  day  Rtl 
Major  J.  B.  Abbott's  house  on  tlie  Wakaruss,  near  Lawrenee,  J 
with  the  eleven  fugitives,  —  the  same  brave  Abljott  whO'J 
rescued  Branson  three  years  before.     It  was  written  in  reply* 
to  one  sent  from  Brown  by  messenger  to  Judge  Conway; 
u|K>n  the  bii«k  of  it  is  a  pencil  memorandum  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Brown,  apparently  giving  the   names  of  safe 
stopping-plaooa  on  the  route  northward,  as  follows :  "  ^herie, 
dan's,  Hill,  Ilulton,  Fuller's,  Smith's,  Plymouth,  Indiai 
Little  Memeba,  Dr.  Blancbard's,  Tabor." 
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Judge  Conway  to  John  Brown, 

Lawrehoi,  K.  T.,  Jul.  S3,  I860. 
Deas  Sir,  —  I  have  been  able  to  see  Wiiitmaa  but  oura  BiD«i  I 
got  your  prcviiiua  letter,  nod  then  he  prainiseii  lo  ci)iii«  nod  nefl  nio 
aboat  it;  but  he  his  not  done  bo.     I  am  of  opinioa  tbtit  jon  «ill  not 
be  able  tu  get  auy  fnnAs  fmia  hiii 
siuce  bis  relum  from  tl 
Lawrence  when  yoi 


liike  about  his  pec 
tional  Kiinsas  Commit 
after  him  at  this  time. 
am  extremely  piuched 
that  way.  If,  howorer 
by  wliieb   I  may  aid  ; 

Whitman  is  living  out  '8  nol 

shall  keep  "  entirely  dark,"  or  conrae. 

Very  truly  yiiur  friend. 


He  expressed  himself  t 
iafied  at  yonr  pn>e««dingB  in 
He  has  always  oouiplai&ts 
in  oonnectirm  with  the  Na- 
jr  be  as  well  fur  you  to  look 
I  do  for  you  1  will  do  ;  bnt  I 
mn  noable  lo  do  anyrhitig  in 
t  anytbiog  within  my  power 


p  in  very  oft<^tl.      I 
M.  F.  COKWAT. 


The  retreat  from  southern  Kansas  with  his  freedmen, 
and  particularly  the  first  stage  of  his  journey  from  Osawa- 
tomie  to  Lawrence,  was  one  of  the  boldest  adventures  of 
Brown.  With  a  price  on  his  head,  with  but  one  white 
companiou,  himself  an  outlaw,  with  twelve  fugitives  who 
^lad  been  advertised  the  world  over,  and  with  their  prop- 
erty loaded  into  an  odd-looking  wagon  and  drawn  by  the 
cattle  taken  from  the  slave-owner  in  Missouri,  Brown  pushed 
forward,  in  the  dead  of  winter,  regardless  of  warnings  and 
threats,  but  relying  on  the  mercy  of  God  and  ou  liis  own 
etout  heait.  His  next  and  most  dangerous  stage  was  from 
Holton  in  Jackson  County,  tliirty  miles  north  of  Topeka, 
to  the  Nebraska  border.  At  Holton  he  occupied  the  cabin 
of  Albert  Fuller,  and  went  forth  from  there  with  his  Topeka 
reinforcements,  to  win  "the  battle  of  the  spurs."  It  was 
at  this  encounter  that  he  made  that  capture  of  his  pursuers 
concerning  which  Brown's  biographers  have  romanced  a  lit- 
tle, saying,  among  other  things,  that  he  forced  his  prisoners 
to  pray  or  be  shot.  The  truth  of  that  matter  is  better  nar- 
rated thus :  — 

"  One  of  the  party  captured  was  Dr.  Hereford,  a  young  physiciftn 
fKim   Alehison. — a  wild,  rattling,  devil-may-care  kind  of  fellow, 


IB59,|  THROUGH  KANSAS  TO  CAKADA, 

ttlwa^B  ready  fur  an  adveutura,  bat  who  really  had  nothing  very  b 
in  his  cmnpusitbn.  Brown  look  him  under  his  eepecial  care.  ~ 
evening  he  eulleil  upnn  the  ituctor  to  offer  prayer. 

"  '  By  God  t '  said  the  doctor,  '  I  can't  pray.' 

"  '  Did  your  mother  never  teach  you  to  pray  f ' 

"  '  Oh,  jee;  liut  that  was  a  hmg  time  ago.' 

"  '  But   you   Btill   remember   the    prayer   she   taught   you,' 
Brown. 

" '  Yw.' 

"  '  Well,  for  Iftfk  of  a  bettor  otie,  say  that,'  And  the  doctor  n 
peuted  before  black  and  white  comrades  of  the  camp  that  night  iT 
rliytne,  '  Now  I  lay  mo  down  to  sleep,'  etc.,  li>  the  a 
fellow-priaouen  ami  uthera. 

"On  his  return  home  he  related  this,  and  Baid  with  an  tmth  that 
John  Brown  was  the  beet  man  he  had  ever  met,  and  knew  more 
about  religion  than  any  man.  When  asked  whether  Brumi  had 
ever  treiifed  them  badly,  or  nst-d  harsh  language  while  thi-y  were 
with  him,  he  said,  'No,'  —  that  they  were  all  Uvated  like  genUemen ; 
hfld  the  sacne  fare  us  the  others ;  but  it  did  go  a  little  sgatast  tb* 
grain  to  eat  with  and  be  guarded  by  '  damned  niggers.' ''  ~ 

Brown  appears  to  have  made  do  written  rctport  ot  hiil'l 
retreat  with  the  freedtneo  through  Kansas,  Kebraska,  lowa^l 
Illinois,  and  Midiigao  to  Canada ;  but  I  find  copious  accounto  ^ 
of  it  by  others.  He  reached  Lawrence  January  24,  1859j  ■_ 
and  travelled  northward  slowly.  About  thirty  miles  from 
Tupeka  be  found  shelter  in  a  vacant  log^cabin,  belonging  to 
Dr.  Fuller. 

"  Onr  party,"  saya  a  comrade,  "  consisted  only  of  the  rapUin, 
myself,  and  a  man  known  by  the  name  of  Whipple  in  Knnaas,  hut 
Hfierward  as  Stephens  at  Hnrper's  Ferry.  Kagi  and  Tidd  had  Slajti  1 
Kt  Tupeka  to  procure  provisions,  and  our  teamster  bad  been  sent  back  j 
to  bring  them  along.  While  waiting  for  them,  we  found  oureolreaj 
KUrrounded  by  ahandof  hmnanhloodhuunds,  headed  by  the  notoriin^J 
depaty-roarshal  of  the  United  Stales,  Wood.     I  aflcrwanl  leanivd'.l 

•  The  prisoncre  ill  carwd  terribly  it  their  ill  luek  in  bring  cni>tiir*4. 
Brown  Mid  to  them  :  "Ofntlenien,  you  do  very  wrong  to  thii*  Inkc  thn 
nnnie  of  Ood  in  viun.  Bl•■illp^  it  h  rery  foHliah  :  for  if  therr  in  a  ^  ' 
you  call  g«in  nothing  by  Bnch  profinity  :  ■nd  if  then-  is  no  Ooil,  how 
ish  it  is  to  aak  Ood's  curses  on  KiiythinR  • "     Tbi?  mr>n  saw  llielr  f 


iniwd  Bve*ring,  and  jninHl  willingly  in  me  mnrning  sna 
of  the  party  daring  Ihr  Ave  dayt  they  ware  held  prisonni. 


the  morning  and  enning  praytn 
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that  he  miB  put  on  oar  track  by  a  tnitor  from  New  Hauipahjni, 
nuuied  Hn^sey.  ^Vbijijile  lived  hIuue  id  b  ainalt  empty  cabiD  nimr 
the  une  wa  ■•ci-upii'd.  There  had  liopu  lioavy  ralDa,  which  produtM^d 
a  freshet ;  :iud  uue  Juy  as  he  walked  a  Hhurt  distance  fium  tlie  oubin 
to  Bce  whethiT  till'  wulurs  Imd  euboideil,  uj|;bt  of  the  uiarahal's  men 
cuuie  upon  liiiii  Budikiily,  and  asked  liiin  if  he  had  seen  ouy  negroes 
thereaboat.  Ho  tidd  litem  if  the;  wiiulil  c*>uie  with  hiia  ho  would 
show  them  n.«tue,  and  t  u  hie  cAbiD  where  he  tiad  left 

his  riHe.      Ho  raiiic  bii  and  poinU.'d  his  rifle  nt  the 

leader,  eomiiiiiudiiig  h  whiDli  lie  did  at  oow.     Tlie 

other  iDen  pur.  spuiit  ti  ]  nMlu  off  aa  fast  a*  poaaibic 

Fnim  that  r.iiiio  1   u'li.  uard  'if  Captain  Brown,  ilia 

eleven  fugitives,  Hud  [li  had  surreDdered,  —  Whipple 

keeping  a  slmrp  Imiku  We  were  detaiaed  nt  this 

place  about  thi'eu  iluys.  ivij^ioiis  arrived,  and  we  wcr« 

joined  by  a  hand  of  Toj  ad  walked  diiwu  iu  the  nighl 

to  aid  us.  We  thin  atiiiTeo  on  ourjuiiruey.  A  n)ifn  Jistnuve  from 
our  road  was  Muddy  Creek,  where  the  luarahal,  supposing  our  party 
must  pass  that  way,  Btationeil  liiuiself  ou  the  opposite  side  <^  the 
creek,  with  eighly  aruicd  ineu,  for  he  had  wade  careful  preparHtiona, 
well  knowing  that  it  was  no  juke  tu  attack  uld  Ijruwu.  Captain 
Brown  had  with  him  only  twenty-three  white  men,  all  told.  He 
placed  then)  iu  double  file,  in  front  of  thi:  euiigrant  wagons,  and  said, 
'  Now  go  etraiglit  at  'ein,  buys !  Tliej  '11  ho  sure  to  ruu.'  Iu  obe- 
dience to  this  order,  we  marched  towards  the  creek,  but  scarcely  had 
the  foremost  entensl  the  water  when  the  valiant  tnnrshal  mounted  his 
horse,  and  rode  off  in  haste.  His  men  follitwed  ue  fast  as  pissihle, 
but  they  were  not  all  ao  lucky  as  he  was  io  untying  their  horses  from 
the  stumps  and  bushes.  The  scene  was  ridiculous  beyond  desrrip- 
tion ;  some  horses  were  hastily  mounted  hy  two  men.  One  man 
grabbed  tight  bold  of  ilie  tail  of  a  horse,  trying  to  leap  on  from  be- 
hind, while  the  rider  was  pulttug  the  spurs  into  his  sides ;  so  be  went 
flying  through  the  air,  bis  feet  luuching  the  ground  now  and  then. 
Those  of  our  men  who  had  horses  followed  them  alMiut  eix  inilea, 
aud  brought  back  with  them  four  prisoners  and  five  horses.  Mean- 
while Captain  Brown  and  the  rest  of  his  citmpany  succeeded  in  draw- 
ing the  emigrant  wagons  through  the  creek  by  means  of  long  ropes. 
This  battle  of  Muddy  Creek  was  known  ever  after  in  Kansas  as  '  The 
Battle  of  the  Spurs.'  When  we  resumed  onr  journey,  the  captain  did 
not  think  it  prudent  to  allow  the  five  prisoners  to  mount  their  horses 
lest  they  should  escape  and  bring  a  fresh  party  to  attack  us.  So  he 
told  them  they  must  walk ;  but  as  he  meant  them  no  unkindness,  he 
would  walk  with  them.  They  went  on  together,  he  talking  with  tbein 
all  thf!  way  concerning  the  wickedness  of  slavery,  and  the  meanness  of 
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BlaVG bunting.      He  bspt  tbeiu  with  us  all  night ;   ta  tlie  tnfiruiug  b 
t<>U  thpin  thnt  the;  might  make  the  best  of  tlieir  wnj  back  oi 
Th«ir  horsM  were  retniuad  fnini  pradcntinl  nuitiveH,  as  it  m 
Tioiisly  not  for  iho  safety  nf  uur  oiilored  einigrnnis  to  have  thes 
relurn  very  uiwedily.    The  horsoa  cupiured  fmai  MMrehnl  Wood^ 
poKtt  wcro  nivKu  lu  ibe  breve  Topeka  buys  who  biul  walked  tit  fi 
to  help  lu." 

Aaothei  comrade,  Jacob  Willetts,  of  Topeka,  says :  — 

"I   lived  nu  a  farm  a  short  dislanre  frnin  T'ipeka  at  1 
Bn.wu  was  last  in  Kutisas.     Wln'a  ho  ranie  up  north  he  stopp* 
Willi  my  near  neighbor,  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  sent  fur  me.    When  I  s»t~ 
there  be  wauled  ine  tu  gu  to  ti>wn  on  bueincas  for  hira.    I  cwno  down 
that  night  with  hiio  to  cross  the  river,  and  on  the  way  he  told  me  he 
hail  some  colored  puoplc  with  him,  who  were  in  need,  nod  Asked  lue  if 
I  could  do  nuytbing  to  help  Iheui.    They  had  no  shoes,  and  bul  little 
tu  eat.    I  weut  out  among  ihe  bouses  and  into  severul  stfires  nnd  gut 
a  number  of  pairs  of  sliiieB  and  some  little  money  for  the  good  cuuso. 
As  we  were  going  down  to  the  river,  I  noli^ed  Bmwn  shivering,  i 
that  his  legs  trembled  a  gixid  deal.     1  suspected  siimething,  and  B 
sat  beeidci  bim  im  my  horse  I  reached  down  and  lelt  of  his  pant* 
loons,  and  fuuuil  they  were  of  eoitou,  thin  and  suited  h>  summer,  ni 
to  the  cold  weather  we  btut  then.      I  asked  bitn  :  '  Mr.  Brown,  havfl 
you  no  drawers  t '    U"  snid  he  bad  noL    '  Well,'  I  siud,  '  there  is 
time  to  go  lo  the  store  ii'iw  i  but  I  have  on  a  piiir  that  were  new 
day.  nnd  if  you  wilt  take  iheui  yon  can  have  llieiii  aud  weloim 
Afler  a  few  wnrds  he  agn-ed  to  it.     We  got  dnwu  beside  thn  wugi 
on  the  Ixint;  I  look  the  dniwera  off,  and  he  put  ibemou.     I  don't  n 
ineuiber  wtiat  day  this  was;  but  one  Sunday  morning,  not 
while  after,  we  got  word  that  Brown  was  sunuiindeil  near  Holton. 
could  not  go  just  then,  but  got  started  during  the  day,  and  when  we 
got  to  Holton  we  tbund  ihut  the  way  had  been  cleared  and  Bmwn 
had  gone  on." 

Ajiother  writer  continues  the  narrative  thus  :  — 

"  The  trip  after  lea\-)Ug  Holton  was  aMoinpanied  with  gnwl  hard-] 
ships.     By  pressing  through  nipiilly.  deapiie  extremely  cold  weathei 
ami  drifted  roads,  ihc  crossing  of  the  Missouri  was  made  at  NchDish 
City  before  a  force  m>uld  lie  giithrri-d  to  intercept  iliein.     At  Tabufl 
Browa  had  formerly  been  receiveil  with  gnvit  hiispilality  and  Irea! 
in  llio  friendliMl  maoQer ;  but  the  very  people  who  hait  fiinnerly  « 
tribntod  (n  his  wanu  so  liborally  now  felt  called  upon  to  assemble  an4j 
resolvo  that  Bri>WD'scouduct  in  orossing  Into  a  slave  Stale  and 
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negroes  BWa;  was  inconsiHlent  wilh  the  teuehiiigB  iif  the  BiUe  snd 
wilh  Christianity.  This  was  very  diMtgreeuble  to  Brown,  who  au|r- 
jwseii  the  gitod  men  of  T«bi)r  were  the  frientls  of  fugitives.  But  th« 
Tubor  people,  though  gokd  RepablJcsn  viiters,  were  slanupil,  hdiI 
doclureii  Buefa  fiigilivea  contnibaud.  A  public  meeting  was  called  for 
Monday  morning,  and  Hiiuouiie«diiitb«>churcbes  of  that  whole  region 
on  the  ijunday  preceding.  Tbepe<iplefl(>vked  in,  and  aMisKiiiri  sltive- 
huIderwaiithereaiSwel  and  liia  lieuteuaiit  John  Henry 

Kiigi,  who  was  killed  «  .    The  meeting  was  oddreaeed 

by  a  deacon,  who  hi  vckoned  an  Abulitiiiuist,  but 

Diiw  called  on  bia  fall.  lecbire  that  the  fomible  rescue 

of  slaves  wax  robbery  <  murder,'  and  that  the  dtjxens 

of  Tiibor  had  no  Sjni|  iruwu  in  his  late  acts,'     When 

the  deaoi'U  bad  offerei  ind  made  hU  Bpeerh,  another 

resuiution  was  offered  ly  James  Vinuent,  but  drawn 

up  by  Kagi,  til  this  sL. 


'  WhtTtm,  John  Brown  and  his  asaociatea  have  been  guilt;  of  robbery 
and  mu^lrr  in  the  State  of  Missoari, 

'  Reaolvtd,  Tliat  we,  the  citizens  of  Tahor,  repudiate  his  conduct  and 
theirs,  and  will  hereupon  take  th«m  into  cuetody,  and  hold  them  to  await 
the  aution  of  the  Miseomi  authoritiea.' 

"  The  meeting  evaded  this  caustic  t4>8t  of  its  siueerity,  but  went  od 
denouncing  Broirn  and  bia  acts.  In  the  midst  of  these  natural  but 
disgraceful  proceedings,  John  Brown  arose,  and  left  the  meeting,  in 
aggrieved  silence." 

He  never  returned  to  Tabor,  but  from  Springdale,  a  week 
or  two  later,  he  wrote  to  a  friend  in  Tabor  as  follows  :  — 


Sprinodale,  Iowa,  Feb.  2S,  185S. 
i .    Whole  parly  and  teams  kept  for  two  days  free  of  coat, 

2.  Sundry  articles  of  clothinjr  givou  to  the  captives. 

3.  Bread,  meat,  cakes,  pies,  etc.,  prepared  for  our  journey. 

4.  Pull  houacB  for  two   nights  in  succession,  nt  which  meetings 
Brown  and  Kagi  spoke,  and  were  loudly  cheered  and  fully  indorsed. 

'  Here  is  the  Tf^BoIution  adopted  by  the  citizens  of  Tnbor,  Feb.  7,  186»  : 

•clBnliomly  cin  to  help  them  in  their  elTorta  tor  freatom.  nCTeiihelBM  we  h«Te  no 
■rnipiithT  with  thniM  whn  go  to  tluve  8tat«>  to  sntlce  iwa^  iIith  uid  Uke  pmpertj 


I 
I 


issa.j 
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Three  Coiigregational  cb^ymeii  attended  tht>  ineetiug  oa  Siibball 
evening  (nutii^  u(  which  wna  given  out  bvui  the  pulpit). 
thoin  took  part  in  juatirylng  our  i-nurae  and  in  urglug  ouotribulu 
in  our  lielmlf.     There  wii»  no  diaH-'utiug  spenlter  ptvsnnt  a 
ineciing.     Mr.  Grinnell  spake  at  length;  und  haa  since  Inbored  u> 
prurure  uh  a  free  und  safe  conveyanoe  bi  Chicago,  and  effected  it. 

5.  C<.>DtributioDS  iu  cash  Ainouuling  tti  t:^.5U^ 

6.  Last,  but  not  least,  publie  tliauksgiviug  to  Almighty  Ood  of- 
fured  up  by  Mr.  Grtnnell  io  tlie  beliulf  uf  tlie  whule  (MJiupnny  fur  Hia 
great  mercy  and  pn)lectiiig  care,  wiib  prayers  for  a  oontiQuanee  uf 
thoM  bJeBsiugB. 

As  tiie  action  of  Tabor  friends  has  been  published  ii 
pers  by  some  of  her  people  (as  I  suppose),  wuuld  not  friend  GastoqrJ 
ur  some  other  &iend  give  publicity  lu  all  the  alNive  T 

BefipoolfuUy  yuurbieud,  John  Bbowm.1 

P.  S.   Our  reception  among  the  Quaker  friends  here  has  been  most  ' 
oordiaL  Yuurs  truly. 

To  quiet  the  soruplea  of  some  persons  in  the  Xorth,  Browiil 
made  these  uotes  for  a  speecli :  — 

"VINDICATION   0?  THE   INVASION,  ETC, 

"  The  Denver  truce  wns  broken ;  and  (1)  It  was  in  aerordanc*  I 


ileniied  ba  a  discrimiuaiing  blotr 
least'D  the  value  uf  slaves  i  (4)  It  • 
ves)  right. 


wiih  my  eetiled  |Hilicy;  (2)  It  * 

at  slavery;  (3)  It  vraa  calculated  b 

waa  (over  and  above  all  other  iniit 

"Duty  uf  all  penuius  in  regard  t 

"Criminality  of  neglect  in  this  i 

"  Suppose  a  case. 

"A«k  for  further  enpport."  , 

The  family  letters  at  this  period  fire  few,  but  I  find  some. 
The  first  was  written  while  in  southern  Kansas  with  hia 
fugitives,  waiting  for  a  favorable  time  to  taJie  them  to  Oan-^ 

ada;  but  he  did  not  tnist  the  tidings  of  what  he  had  dons-l 
or  exaetly  where  he  was  to  a  letter,  which  might  be  tokeaf 

from  the  mails  iu  Missouri. 

To  Aw  Family. 

OsAWATOMir,  Kansas,  Jan.  11,  1S59. 
Dear  C[niJ>nE!<.  all,  —  I  have  hut  a  moment  in  which  to  wU 
yoa  that  I  um  in  middling  health  ;  but  have  nut  been  able  to  tell  yoQ 
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as  yii  where  W  wrilo  mo.  ThU  I  hope  will  be  diSerent  noon.  1 
supp.iRe  jou  gel  KaoiHS  aevn  genoratlj  Ihroogh  the  papem.^  Ma; 
Qud  ever  bU'ss  you  all  ! 

Your  affMtionaW  &Uier, 

John  Bbowk. 

Taboh,  Iowa,  Feb.  10,  1S58. 

Dear  Wrar  and  '  —  I  am  once  more  in  Iu«a, 

thnmgh  the  great  iner.  le  wilh  mp,  and  ntfaer  fneode, 

are  ncll.     I  1ii>pc  soud  I  where  1  can  leam  of  yiiur 

welfuni,  and  perhaps  bc  ig  Wiilra  my  gmid  wishes.     I 

eupp>ise  ;<m  ^t  the  oub  aj  the  Gmi  iif  my  fktliers  be 

your  God  I 

SpRis'i  ifSTT,  Iowa,  Man<,h  2,  1859, 

Dp.ar  Wipe  and  C  - 1  wriio  to  let  you  know  that 

all  is  jet  well  with  we  tun  aat  very  Btrong.     I  hare 

Bompliiing  of  tlic  ague  yet  hanging  Hboul  me.  I  coufidently  expert 
to  be  Hblo  to  send  yuu  Boiiie  help  abinit  t^nm,  etc.,  lu  a  very  few 
days.  Hiiwever,  if  I  should  be  delayed  abnnt  it  lunger  than  I  could 
wish,  do  uut  be  diacimraged.  I  was  much  relieved  ti>  find  on  coming 
here  that  you  hml  gut  tlie  draft  sent  by  Mr.  Piiinler.  He  has  been 
helping  me  a  tiltte  in  advance  of  its  being  due,  sim-e  I  got  ud.  Du 
mit  be  in  huslc  to  buy  a  team  until  you  can  have  lime  to  get  further 
word  from  me.  I  shall  du  hs  fitst  na  I  can ;  and  may  God  bless  and 
keep  you  all ! 

Your  affeclinnate  husband  aud  father. 

Iowa  City  is  not  far  from  Springdale,  and  it  may  have 
been  the  proslavery  postmaster  there  concerning  whom  this 
anecdote  is  told:  In  the  midst  of  a  crowd  on  the  street- 
corner  a  quiet  old  countryman  was  seen  listening  to  a.  cham- 
pion of  slavery,  who  was  denouncing  Brown  as  a  reckless, 
hloody  outlaw,  —  a  man  who  never  dared  to  fight  fair,  but 
skulked,  and  robbed,  and  murdered  in  the  dark ;  adding, 

>  They  would  thus  lem-n  that  he  hiui  mnde  his  foray,  and  that  both 
Gornrnnr  MinUry  of  Ksnsn?  and  Pivsiiicnt  lliiohsunn  hud  aet  a  priceou  hia 
haul.  Clinrlca  Robinson's  ni'touiit  ot  this  foray  [published  twenty  yean 
later  in  the  " Topeka  Commonivenlth "J  i»  chnmcteristic  :  "Bronn  and 
his  liiToes  went  over  the  line  into  MiHsouri,  kitlnl  an  old  peaceable  citi- 
zen, unii  i-obbed  bjm  of  all  the  personal  effruta  they  could  drive  or  carry 
away.  Such  pioeeedings  caused  the  Fjee-State  mm  to  organize  to  drive 
him  from  the  Territory;  and  he  went  to  Har|wr'B  Ferry,  where  he  dis- 
played his  wonderful  generalship  in  committing  suicide," 


I 
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"  If  I  could  get  sight  of  him  I  would  shoot  him  on  the  spot ; 
t  would  never  give  him  a  chance  to  steal  any  more  slaveg.'f 
"  My  friend,"  said  the  countiyman  in  his  modest  way,  "yoi 
talk  very  brave ;  and  as  yon  will  never  have  a  better  oppc 
tunity  to  shoot  Old  Brown  than  right  here  and  now,  you  o 
have  a  chanee."  Then,  drawing  two  revolvers  from  hl^ 
pockets  he  offered  one  to  the  braggart,  requesting  1 
take  it  and  shoot  aa  quick  as  he  pleased.  The  mob  orato 
slunk  away,  and  Brown  returned  his  pistols  to  his  poivket. 

When  this  affair  happened,  Brown's  expedition  from  Kaoi 
aas  back  to  Canada  was  nearly  over.    On  the  12th  of  Marcl 
1859,   he   saw  his  twelve  freedmen  (among  them  a  newd 
born  infant)  safely  ferried  across  from  Detroit  to  WJndsoijJ 
where   "the  paw  of  the   Lion"   protected  them,' 
Brown's  capture  in  Virginia,  public  attention  was  directed! 
to  them ;  and  their  condition  waa  described   by   several  i 
friends   who   visited  them.     When    they    heard   Brown'i  i 
speech  in  couit  read  to  them  they  burst  into  tears  and  sobs,  I 
declaring  that  they  wished  they  could  die  instead  of  tbeii  j 
liberator;  and  one  woman  said,  "If  the  Bible  is  true,  lie  J 
will  have  his  reward  in  heaven,  for  he  followed  the  BibliJ 
in  this  world."     His  action,  however,  like  that  of  earliei 
Christians,  brought  much  rejiroaoh  upon  himself  at  f 
Even  his  stanch  friend  Dr.  Howe,  who   as  a  young    i 
had  taken  piirt  in  the  Greek  revolution,  the  French  rei'oloi 
tion  of  July,  aitd  the  Polish  revolution  of  1S31,  was  A\mi 
tressed,  on  his  return  from  Cuba  in  the  spring  of  1859.  b 
hnd  that  Brown  had  actually  been  taking  the  property  t 
slaveholders  to  give  their  escaping  slaves  an  outfit.  —  and  1 
for  a  time  withdrew  his  support.      Nor  dtd  he  ever  sustain  1 
Brown's  Virginia  scheme  again  so  heartily  as  he  hail  dona  J 
before  this  visit  to  Cuba  and  Carolina.'    Meanwhile,  tin 

'  Wbnn  ho  iwrtvil  from  Ihem  Brown  *»id  :  "  I.oni,  jiermit  Thy  iwrri 
to  ilt(<  iti  pmpf :  far  mine  ryr*  han  ■mii  Thy  solvBtion  I  1  ooiilit  i 
brook  the  thought  that  my  ill  should  twUI  yon.  —  Inwt  of  kII,  ih*t  j 
thouhl  bf  ImIihii  buck  to  )U*ery.    The  »rm  oT  Jchovsli  protected  im." 

*  Dr.  lIiHre,  rrtuming  from  Cnha  (whiihrr  he  nccompftnlml  Th'odoifrJ 
Piu-kpT  In  F,'linisrj\  ISfiB).  j-iiirni'/wl  throiiah  liie  Ciin<liDhs,  >n<t  there  w. 
fsptiMt  the  hoipititlltv  of  Wide  Hnmptoii  end  ether  neh  t>l>iiteni :  and  it 
ibocked  biut  to  tliJTik  tlutl  he  iniglil  be  inilruinental  iu  giving  up  to  fits 
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secret  commtttee  were  not  idle.  The  fifty  dollare  aeut 
to  Browa  in  Kansas,  Aug.  25,  1858,  and  acknowledged  by 
biin  September  13,  canie  from  Gerrit  Smith,  who  first  and 
last  guve  him  more  than  a  thousand  dollars.'  Ths  loug 
letters  from  Kansas  were  sent  by  me  to  Higginsoo,  Oct.  13, 
1858,  with  this  comment:  — 


"  I   rewived  the  ei                                i 

1  our  frieixl  a  week  or  twu 

siuce.     You  i©e  he  ia                              i 

lire  operatioaa.     Can  you   du 

unyUiiiig  (or  him  beftii                             i 

i  if  wi,  what  1    The  panne« 

in  BoHUiil  have  t^ked 

lut  have  not  yei  come  to  any 

dctiuitp  proposal.     1  ee 

dcr  IlHUt,  which  should  bav* 

bceu  EL'nt  lu  you,  but  b                              1 

Lbers  was  not." 

Higj^inson  express  bat  the  enterprise  would 

not  lie  deferred  long  [>ring  of  1859,  and  made 

some  contribution  to  ttie  tuna ;  as  did  also  Parker  and 
'  the  other  members  of  the  secret  committee.  No  active 
movement  to  raise  money  was  undertaken,  however,  until 
the  next  spring.  On  the  19th  of  January,  1859,  three 
weeks  after  Brown's  incursion  into  Missouri,  I  wrote  to 
Higginson  ;  — 

"I  have  had  qo  private  advices  from  J.  B.  Blare  I  wrol«  you. 
Ho  has  begun  the  work  in  earnest,  I  fancy,  and  will  find  enougli  to  do 
where  he  is,  for  the  present.  I  earnestly  hope  he  may  not  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  United  States  or  Missouri.  If  he  does  not,  I  think 
we  may  look  for  grent  reeiilts  from  this  spark  of  fire.  If  Forbes  is  a 
traitor,  he  will   now  ahuw  hla  hand,  and  we  can  pin  him   Id  some 

md  pillfljie  their  noble  nianslons.  But  the  Civil  War  did  that  five  or  six 
years  later,  with  Howe's  full  consent 

'  Most  of  the  smaller  sums  wliieli  Brann  received  during  the  yews 
1S5S  and  1S5fl,  1  suppose,  po-ised  through  my  hands;  nhlle  the  larger 
aums  neri-  paid  to  hiui  directly  by  Mr.  Steams  or  other  contribntora. 
Most  of  the  correspondence  on  tliia  Virginia  busincsa  also  went  through 
my  bauds ;  it  being  Bmwn'a  custom  to  write  one  letter,  to  be  read  by  the 
hHlf-dozen  pemons  with  whom  be  draired  to  communicate ;  and  [his  letter 
generally  (by  no  meaiia  always)  coming  to  rae  in  the  first  instance.  My 
custom  was  to  kHow  it  to  Mr.  Parkrr  and  Dr.  Howe,  when  they  were  at 
home,  then  to  send  it  to  Mr.  Steams,  who  sometimes  forwarded  it  to 
Rigginwai  or  soma  more  distant  correspondent,  and  someCimea  retumad  it 
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1  also  wrote  latur,  ss  follows :  — 

Uiathi. 

"  Bniwii  WHS  Ht  Tiilior  on  the  10th  of  February,  wilb  bui  stuck  in 
fine  ooiiiliiion,  as  bu  suys  in  a  letter  to  G.  Siuith.  Ho  tlmi  anya  ha 
is  rcjuly  with  siniie  iirw  uien  tii  act  his  mill  b  upemiiuii,  and  ■ 
to  be  coming  East  fur  tbtit  purpose.  Mr.  Smith  pnipiiN 
on?  thousitod  dollars  for  hitn,  un<l  to  cuntribule  one  hundml  dull 

himself.     I  think  a  Urgcr  sum  ought  to  be  riiispd ;  but  ea  

su  inuuh  a»  this  I     ttrowu  says  h«  thinks  any  one  of  ua  who  tnlkixl 
wilb  hiui  might  nise  the  sum  if  wv  abould  8«l  about  it ;  perhaps  this 
is  BU,  but  1  doubt.     As  ii  rowunl  fiir  what  be  bos  doue,  prrliaps 
money  might  be  riused  fur  him.     At  aoy  rule,  he  means  lo  do  t' 
work,  aiid  I  expect  to  hi'ar  of  him  in  New  York  within  a  few  v 
Dr.  Howe  thinks  John  Forbes  aud  some  others  not  of  our 
would  help  the  projuot  if  they  knew  of  it." ' 

Following  up  this  last  suggestion.  I  aounded  several  anti- 
alaver;  men  of  wealth  and  influence  iu  the  spring  of  1859, 
and  did  obtain  subscript  ions  from  persons  wlio  w>;rc  willing 
to  give  to  a  brave  man  forcibly  interfering  with  slavery, 
without  inquiring  very  closely  what  he  would  do  next. 
But  Parker  (who  never  returned  to  Boston,  but  died  in 
Florence  soon  after  Brown's  exeoution)  contributed  nothing 
after  185S;  nor  did  Uigginson  give  so  much,  or  interest 
himself  so  warmly  in  the  enterprise  after  its  first  postpone- 
ment. All  this  would  have  made  it  more  difficult  to  raise  the 
money  which  Brown  needed,  had  it  not  been  for  the  munifi- 
cence of  Mr.  Stearns,  who  at  each  emergency  came  forward 
with  his  indispensable  gifts.  After  placing  about  twelva 
hundred  dollars  in  Brown's  hands  in  the  spring  and  sua 
mer  of  1859,  he  still  continued  to  aid  him,  in  one  way  ati^'l 

1  Dr.   Howe  gmve  nia   the   following  kttef  at   New  YoA,    Fob.  E, 


DURHIB.  —  ir  JOB  •rnnlil  Ilk*  tnhMrin  bonct,  linn.  inH  nl*nn 
IIkIou  •nma  |iUih  ftir  ilclLvi-nnK  nur  lind  frnia  Ihirunw  ur  ■Uifciy,  Ili< 

iri,  tM  call,  ken,  ami  Miitlniu.     Rs  bu  ■  nurtjir'i  upML    Ht  atU 


I  nargr  uied  this  letter,  but  p 
n  Mny,  ISS0,  at  his  hou*e  in  Mi 


y  inlrodaoed  Brown  U>  Ur.  Fwi 
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another,  until  almost  the  day  of  the  attack  at  Harper's 
Ferry.  Oeirit  Smith,  also,  was  better  than  his  worti,  and 
gave  Brown  more  than  seven  hundred  dollars  between 
hia  return  to  Canada  in  March  and  his  interview  with 
Frederick  Douglass  in  September,  1859. 

From  Canada  Brown  went  to  Ohio,  where  he  publicly 
sold  the  horses  he  '    '  '  i't   Kansas,  warning  the 

purchasers  of  a  pos  in  the   title.'     He   then 

reported  for  counsel  gement   at  North  Elba, 

at  Peterboro',  and  f  -,  1859,  at  Concord  and 

Boatoo. 

>  A  Vennoot  jtidge  ref  a  slave  rs  properl}-,  until  hia 

owner  conid  lirlTig  brfure  I  of  ttate  tiom  the  Almighty." 

Brown  bncied  he  licld  tL  :h  a  title. 


Note.  — John  Brown,  Jr.,  aays  ;  "  In  the  winter  of  1857-58  I  brought 
the  armH  from  the  railiood  at  Conneaot  to  Cherry  Valley,  stored  them  id 
the  furniture  warerooms  of  the  King  Brothera,  and  covered  tbe  boxes  with 
a  lot  of  readj-ii^ade  ca(fiii9.  In  the  fallowing  spring  I  was  made  alightlf 
e  day  by  a  visit  from  the  township  a&seseor,  who  in  the  line 


of  hia  duty 

the  numher  of  tbs   coSin! 

without  examining;  what  w 

father,  of  May  II.  1868.  1 

the  iteiteni  part  of  the 

barn      '       ' 

build 


here  tliey  were  stored  end  took 
in  a  Bomewhat  hurried  way,  but  fortiiDatcly 
beneath  them.  On  receipt  of  the  letter  from 
oved  the  arnis  (two  wagoti-loada)  by  night  to 
towoship  of  Wayne,  and  stored  them  in  the 
farmer  named  William  Coleman,  who  helped  me  b;  night  to 
little  atore-rooni  under  Ills  hay-inow.     There  they  remained  per- 


fectly secreted  (bin  wife,  eren,  <lid  not  know  it)  until  I  took  thera,  again  by- 
night.  I«  the  canal  at  Hartstown.  Penn.,  early  in  the  summer  of  18S9,  and 
shipped  them  as  hardtvare  to  Chaniberaburg."  This  Tefera  to  the  rifles, 
etc,  afterward  captured  at  the  Kennedy  farm. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

JOHN  BROWN  AND  HIS  FRIENDS. 

TN  the  broad  and  permanent  sense  of  that  comforting 
■^  word  "  friendship,"  John  Brown  had  innumerable 
friends.  When  Wordsworth,  in  the  flnsh  of  the  iiobte 
pantheism  which  breathes  through  his  earlier  verse,  ad- 
dressed the  fallen  Toussaint  L'Ouverture  in  his  French 
dungeon,  be  described  the  state  of  John  Brown,  and 
every  generous  champion  of  God's  cause  i  — 

"  LiT^  and  take  comfort !    Thou  but  left  behind 
PoH'cre  thftt  will  work  for  the«,  —  air,  earth,  uid  iki«a. 
There  'a  not  a  breathing  of  the  coniinan  wind 
That  will  for^^t  thee ;  thon  haat  great  alliea : 
Th;  frienda  are  einltationi,  agontea, 
And  Lore,  and  man's  ancunquerable  Mind." 

In  the  same  sense,  but  more  definitely,  Emerson  said  at 
Salem  five  weeks  after  Brown's  execution,"  — 

"  I  am  Dot  a  little  aurprised  Ht  the  easy  effronlery  with  which  politi- 
cal gentlemen,  in  and  uut  of  Congress,  take  it  npon  them  to  saj  that 
th(>re  are  not  a  thmiMind  men  io  the  North  who  eympnthize  with 
Jiihn  Brown.  It  would  be  far  safer  and  nearer  the  truth  l<j  aay  that 
nil  people,  in  proportion  to  their  sensibilil;  and  ftelf-rerpeot,  aym- 
pnthize  with  biui.  For  it  is  impossible  to  see  e.nimf;e  and  diwn- 
ten«tednes!i  and  the  love  that  ca^ts  out  fear,  without  sytiipnthy. 
All  women  are  dtawn  to  him  by  ibeir  predominaure  of  wnliment. 
All  genllemon,  of  wiiirsc,  are  on  hia  cide.  I  do  not  mean  by  '  gen- 
tlemen '  people  of  wented  hnir  and  iierfumed  handkerrhiefs,  but  men 
of  gentle  blood  and  geoenwiity,  '  fulfilled  with  all  noblraesa,'  who, 
like  the  Cid,  give  tho  oatcaet  leper  a  ahare  of  their  bed ;  like  the 
dying  Sidney,  pass  the  cup  of  cold  water  to  the  wonnded  soldier  who 

1  EmarMu'i  "Mincellaniea"  (Boaton,  1884),  pp.  80S,  8flS. 
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nerds  it  more.  For  wbal  a  the  uath  of  gentle  blood  ftnd  knight- 
buod  t  What  bdt  to  protect  the  wrak  and  luwljr  itKAiiist  tbe  strong 
u{>pres>ort  Niiihing  ia  mure  absurd  thau  tu  cnmplnin  of  ihin  Bjm- 
palliy,  or  to  oomplaiD  of  n  pnrty  of  men  united  in  oppiMitluD  to  bIilv- 
erj-.  As  well  oomplaio  of  ^mvity  or  thp  ebb  of  the  tide.  Who  nutliea 
the  AbiiliiiuDislt  Tbc  elavehtilder.  The  sentiment  ufniuroy  is  tlie 
BHlurAJ  ivoi41  which  ih"  I"""  •■•f  ''"■  nni<.-eree  provide  to  protect  mut- 
kiud  fri'ta  dc«truniun  1  ».     And  onr  blind  ■InteKnira 

go  up  nnd  down,  with  igiUnee  and  Mfelf,  hnnttng 

fur  tbe  origin  of  this  i  !j  will  need  s  very  vigilant 

«ommittee,  indeed,  to  9  ,  find  a  very  elrong  fiirce  to 

root  it  np.      For  the  a  ilder  than  Brcin-n,  and  oliter 

than  the  Shenanduab  I  e,  whose  other  name  in  Jus- 

tice, —  wbieh  was  befb  jyeurgus,  before  slavery,  and 

will  Iw  after  it." 

But  in  the  narrower  meaning  of  men  and  women  who 
knew  the  purposes  of  John  Brown,  and  gave  him  aid  and 
comfort  while  he  most  needed  them,  he  had  but  few  friends, 
and  some  of  those  fell  away  from  him  when  the  hour  of  trial 
came.  In  his  own  family  he  was  always  understood,  and 
hail  no  cause  to  feel  the  full  bitterness  of  that  Scripture, 
"A  man's  foes  shall  be  they  of  his  own  household."  But 
beyond  that  family  the  number  of  persons  who  at  any  time 
both  understood  and  sympathized  with  him  in  his  main 
purpose  was  very  small,  —  ho  that  he  valued  and  cherished 
disproportionately,  perhaps,  those  who  accepted  his  mission 
and  helped  it  forward  even  by  words  and  friendly  listening.' 
There  may  have  been  a  thousand  men  who  knew  that  he 
meant  to  harass  the  slaveholders  in  some  part  of  the  South, 
with  an  armed  force ;  but  of  those  who  knew  with  any  ful- 
ness the  details  of  his  Virginia  enterprise,  I  suppose  the 
number  never  at  any  one  time  exceeded  a  hundred,  —  and 
these  were  scattered  over  the  whole  country  from  Boston  to 
Kansas,  from  Maryland  to  Canada. 

The  earliest,  most  devoted,  most  patient,  and  noblest  friend 
of  Brown  in  this  enterprise  was  his  second  wife,  of  whom 
too  little  has  hitherto  been  known.    Now  that  death  has 

•  "  It  is  some  relief  to  n  poor  body,"  myt  Itaak  Walton,  speaking  of 
OeorgB  Herbert,  "  to  be  but  heard  with  p«tiencf  ;"  and  it  was  not  every 
one  wlio  did  Brown  that  justice. 
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Teleased  her  from  her  long  bereavement,  and  her  modest 
reserve  can  no  more  be  wounded  by  the  public  mention  of 
her  virtues,  it  is  due  to  her  silent  and  tender  eoiistanej'  thftl 
the  tale  of  her  life  should  be  told.  Mary  Anne  Krowa  (tk 
daughter  of  Chailes  Duy,  a  blacksraitb  of  New  England  a 
eestry,  but  settled  iD  Now  York  until  about  1825)  was  b 
in  Granville,  N.  Y.,  April  15.  1816.  Her  only  school  t^duol 
tion  was  acquired  before  the  age  of  ten,  when  she  remoTOd 
with  her  father  and  his  younger  children  to  a  farm  i 
Meadville,  Penn.,  not  far  from  the  Delamaters  (with  whom 
she  was  connected)  and  from  John  Brown's  tannery  in  Ran- 
dolph.' Early  in  life  she  became  a  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  continued  in  its  communion  until  het 
death.  Whfm  but  sixteen  years  of  age  she  became  the  wife 
of  John  Itrown,  and  assumed  the  care  of  his  five  children, 
the  eldest  of  whom  was  near  her  own  age.  She  brought  U> 
the  task  good  health,  a  strong,  well-balanced  mind,  and  nn 
earnest  desire  to  discharge  every  duty  conscientiously.  She 
became  the  mother  of  thirteen  children,  seven  of  whom 
died  in  childhood,  —  three  of  them  in  one  week.  Hhe  once 
remarked,  "  That  was  the  time  in  my  life  when  all  my  reli- 
gion, all  my  philosophy,  and  all  my  faith  in  God's  goodnt^ss 
were  put  to  Uie  test.  My  husband  was  away  from  home, 
prostrated  by  sickness;  I  was  helpless  from  illness;  in  on« 
work  three  of  my  little  ones  died  of  dysentery,  —  this  but 
three  months  before  the  birth  of  another  child.  Three  years 
after  this  sad  time  another  little  one,  eighteen  months  old, 
was  burned  to  death.  Tet  even  in  these  trials  God  upheld 
me." 

She  was  of  a  large  and  firm  mould,  like  a  Koman  mother;  J 
but  with  all  the  susceptible  and  yearning  affection  \      ~ 
the  milder  types  of  constancy  display.    She  labored  with  hel 
hands,  and  taught  all  her  children  to  do  the  same  ;  she  n 
trained  to  endure  long  alwences  from  her  husband  and  t 
sons,  and  that  in  periods  of  great  anxirty,  and  whpn  th^ 
were  il]-S]>oken  of  among  her  neiglibors.      She  soo 
seiiarated  from  her  own  kindred,  and,  like  Ruth  lu  the  Soi 
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tures,  she  silently  said  to  her  much- wandering  husband: 
"  Whitlier  thou  gofist,  I  will  go  ;  and  where  ibou  lodgest,  1 
will  lodgfj  j  thy  people  shall  be  my  people,  and  thy  God  my 
God ;  the  Lovd  do  so  to  me,  and  more  also,  if  ailght  but 
death  part  thee  and  me."  But  in  his  perilous  cainp^f^ns, 
and  with  hia  scanty  meaas,  she  could  not  accompany  htm 
save  in  prayers  and  w'-'""*-  "' —  ■""-  even  denied  that  facility 
in  writing  letters  wh  eguiles  the  weariness  of 

absence.'    This  mode  nd  her  loom  and  spindle, 

like  the  fabled  one,  t  were  real,  and  supported 

her  household. 

During  all  the  tin  1  was  in  Kansas  she  re- 

mained at  North  Elbi  ce  young  daughters,  and 

sometimes  with  no  s<  i-ocky  farm.     When  the 

struggk-  at  Harper's  rminateJ,  and  she  knew- 

that  hei  hu^l  n  I  s  lih  \i  m  »-u,s  endfd,  sli,-  vlMv.'d  him  and 
received  his  list  ines'^ages ,  her  warrior  was  brought  home 
to  hei  and  buried  by  her  door.  After  all  was  over,  she  re- 
mained in  hei  loneh  home  until  1863;  and  in  the  following 
year,  in  company  with  her  son  Salmon  and  her  daughters, 
made  the  long  ]ournej  across  the  plains  to  California. 
For  six  jears  their  home  was  at  Red  Bluff,  and  then  in  the 
town  of  EohnerviUe  for  ten  years.  About  1880,  with  two 
daughters,  she  removed  to  Saratoga,  Santa  Clara  County, 
which  was  her  home  until  death.  She  had  long  felt  a  desire 
to  return  to  the  East,  to  visit  scenes  with  which  she  had 
been  familiar,  and  to  greet  friends  from  whom  she  had  long 
been  separated ;  but  the  narrowness  of  her  fortunes  had  pre- 
vented this.  She  was  not  even  able  to  revisit  the  grave  of 
her  husband,  to  which  thousands  of  strangers  resorted.  In 
1882,  as  she  told  me  when  I  met  her  at  North  Elba,  the 
way  was  providentially  opened  for  the  accomplishment  of 
this  desire,  and  she  accepted  the  opportunity.  Her  journey 
was  pleasant  and  mournful.  In  course  of  it  she  was  per- 
mitted to  recover  the  remains  of  her  son  Watson,  and  to  see 
him  buried,  with  the  praise  of  friends  and  neighbors,  beside 
his  father  on  the  Adiroudac  hillside.    Public  receptions  were 

1  Henven  first  taught  letters  for  some  wrptrli's  aid. 


I«83]  JOHN  BHOWN  AND  HIS  FRIENDS. 

tendered  to  her  at  Cliiuago,  Bostou,  Springfield,  and  at  th»l 
capital  of  Kansas ;  she  visiteti  the  tKittle-grounda  of  her 
I'diiiily  there,  aud  saw  for  the  first  time  the  dark  waters  of 
the  Alamis  des  Cygiies  iuid  ttie  Ottawa.* 

Kcturniiig  to  (jaliforuia,  the  fatigues  of  her  journey  and  J 
tlie  strain  upon  her  deep  sensibilities,  little  perceived  at  th*] 
time  (such  was  her  silent  fortitude),  began  to  tell  upon  h 
robust  constitution.  During  a  visit  to  her  son  Salmon^ 
among  the  sheep-walks  of  northern  Califoruia  she 
iittaeked  with  a  lingefing  disease,  from  which  she  never 
recovered.  The  last  two  months  of  her  life  were  spentt  J 
in  Kan  Francisco  for  medical  treatment,  carefully  watchaAf 
over  by  her  daughter  Sarah,  to  whom  she  had  been  sisto 
as  well  as  mother,  so  strong  was  the  bond  of  sympathy  I 
between  tlicm. 

Tlie  wife  of  John  Brown  was  of  a  type  more  oouimon 
in  our  age  than  is  the  austere  Puritanic  order  to   which 
he  belonged,  but  by  no  nieatts  frequent,  —  resembling  thosa 
mothers  in  Israel,  diligent  and  God-fearing,  of  whom  her 
Ilible  told  her.     She  was  far  from  the  culture  of  modern 
life,  but  keenly  alive  to  great  ideas,  and  of  a  broad  catholic , 
city  in  spirit,  which  embraced  slaveholders  and  murderers  ii 
its  love,  and  never  sought  vengeance  as  justice.     She  readfl 
the  Biblv  daily,  and  with  humble  attention.     A  true  Chri«-I 
tian  of  the  antique  pattern,  she  gladly  recognized  as  brethren  2 
all  whom  she  believed  to  be  God's  children,  wherever  sh» 
found  ll^esi,  or  by  whatever  name  they  were  called.     Nait  . 
rowness  in  religion  she  could  not  nnderataml,  nor  ever  soughta 
to  confine  God  to  the  purlieus  of  her  own  church. 

Upon  so  firm  a  basis  rested  the  domestic  happiness  c 
John  Brown;  and  bis  children,  though  hu  eometimes  cliid«d 


>   Mr.    nwight  Tliwhfr,  at  Topeica,  writrs  m*   (Uarrh  >0,   18SS)n 
"  When  the  wiilow  of  John  Btukd  ma<lir  h«r  En>t  •ml  oiilf  ri«il  li>  Kmu1[ 
w*.  in  NoTrniber,  18S!.  Ae  wu  tot  wvenl  cUyi  my  pvxt     BeDcekil  ^ 
her  ImtiiiK-  ^f  nonK  hvr  nlvlo  of  IhonKlit  »nd  rxfirmiaa,  I  bncivil  B 
cniiM  tK  numisUlcablc!  cvidsnoo*  of  (h*  lufty  tn<i  ruggrd  |iluc  cf  lifv  u\ 
wbicb  tbe  nhola  fnmlljr  bad  lived.      8h«  «m  tb«  Mul  ol  trulhhilnMi,  of 
nndar,  —  awl  bail  an  nnwortdljr  air,  aa  of  on*  wbo  hail  dwalt  mhork  hf 
and  rtrriial  vorilina.      John  Bitiwn'a  gravity  auJ  devotion  tn  duty  » 
H-liulnhly  n-fl.^-bil  in  hi*  tti-low." 
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their  religious  dissent,  were  worthy  of  such  parents.  His 
quiver  was  full  of  those  arrows  which  the  wise  king  praisea, 
and  he  drew  from  it  the  means  of  attack  upon  wrong.  Bot 
for  Ilia  sons,  how  dift'ereut  might  have  been  bis  own  fate  ! 
They  stood  alxiut  him  aa  guards  aiid  recruits,  and  died  for 
him  as  bravely  as  he  would  have  died  for  tliein.  Not  often 
ill  the  divergent  and  ths  of  modern  Hfe  hare 

we  seen  a  family  sc  labit  and  in  action. 

Outside  of  his  ho.  ntls  of  John  Brown  were 

found  iu  every  tank  of  life,  and  those  whom 

Le  once  attacheil  we  lugc-d  from  hint,  tliuugh 

they  might  not  ke  '  in  his  methods  or  put- 

poses,     Perhaps  t^.^  cation  of  this  was  given 

■fay  that  generous  ani  man,  John  A,  Andrew, 

afterward  Governor  oi  -. .--.ts,  and  one  of  the  most 

helpful  patriots  in  the  Civil  War.  In  the  tumult  of  pub- 
lic oiiiiiioii  which  followed  Brown's  foray  in  Virginia,  Mr. 
Andrew,  then  a  leading  lawyer  and  Republican  politician 
in  Boston,  said  manfully,  "  Whatever  may  be  thought  of 
John  Brown's  acts,  John  Broieti  himself  teas  right." 

Foremost  among  the  friends  of  John  Brown  in  New  Eng- 
land must  be  named  Emerson,  the  poet-sage  of  Concord.  In 
185G  he  had  taken  the  same  view  of  things  in  Kansas  which 
Mr,  Andrew  and  Josiah  Quincy  expressed,  —  but  he  knew 
how  to  utter  his  thought  in  more  trenchant  words.  At 
a  Kansas  aid  meeting  in  Cambridge  (Sept.  10,  1856),  ho 
said :  — 

"  In  this  conntry  fur  thp  last  few  yefirs  the  Government  has  b««n 
the  cliii'f  iibslnH-tiun  to  tlie  cmnin'ra  wenl.  Wlit>  d<iiihts  that  Kanaaa 
wiiLild  have  betn  very  well  selllei)  if  the  United  Stales  had  let  it  alune  T 
The  Gi'vcmmcnt  nnned  mid  led  the  ruffians  against  the  poor  fanners. 
...  Ill  the  froii  Sintes  we  pve  n  snivelling  support  to  slavery.  The 
jiidgi's  give  eii\rHnl)y  interpret  a  thms  to  the  law,  in  direct  i^poeilidn 
III  the  kiiiiirn  fnuiiiliitirm  nf  all  law,  — that  every  iminonil  statute  is 
viiid.  And  here,  nF  Kaiisiis.  llie  President  mtyti,  '  Let  the  cnmplain- 
ants  golDiheeriiirtH;'  ilimiali  liekiioivs  tlinl  whni  the  poiir  plundered 
runner  ciimi'S  to  the  emirl,  he  fiinh  flir  rinfjlrniler  who  has  robbed  Aim 
diamaandng  from  Ais  own  Aorse,  and  unbuckling  his  knife  to  git  a» 
his  judge." ' 

'   p;niersons  "  MiRCflUnies."  pp.  214-246. 
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Mt.  Emerson's  Diary  for  March,  1857,  sajs  :  — 

"CapUin  John  Broim  gave  a  good  Hccoant  of  himidf  ii 
Town  Hull  lu«t  oiglit  to  a  ineeling  u{  ciliiDiiH.      Odd  vf  liis  _ 
puiuU  wns  the  fully  nf  tlitr  peac«  party  k  Kunsng,  who  believed  tllAt'l 
thoir  nrcnglh  luf  b  the  greatoe&s  of  their  wniugM,  mid  m  discuuit'l 
t«iiuuceJ  tvsUMuce.     He  wiahed  tii  knuw  if  Ilieir  wr<'ug  wns  grcnl«rs 
Ihun  ihe  Di'gRi'B,  and  \rliat  kind  of  nreagth  ihat  giivo  in  thn  i 
He  bflkves,  UD  hm  visa  exferieacv,  that  one  gDod,  bflii^ving,  n 
ininilod  uinu  is  wurth  a  buudniit  —  miy,  tweuty  thoUMud  —  meu 
out  eharscicr,  for  a  sctilcr  in  u  new  Oduniry,  and  that  the  light  muni 
will  gives  ("^niiHuenidireetioDM  thpfimiiieaoraSiutii.    Ftirunru^l 
iheBO  bullyiug.  driukiiig  rowdies,  he  ti^emed  to  thiok  cholera,  Binitll- 
p>x,  Hud  oi>tic>uiiipIiuu  were  us  valuable  ri-eruits.    The  first  iiisu  who 
went   into   Ksusius  firim   Miasuuri  to  interfere  in  the  declions,  I10 
thought,  '  hail  a  perfect  right  to  be  shot.'     He  gave  it  ctreutiifltuutiiil 
aeoiuul  of  the  liuttlo  of  liltirh  Jack,  where  twenty-three  MiiiBou 
HurreDdered  to  uiue  AbulitloulBta.      He  hiLd  three  ihuuiMtucl  ahcep  In  M 
Ohio,  and  would  instnntly  detect  a  stmuge  ohcvp  iu  hi$  HucW. 
can  tell  itarulf  by  wcret  aignajs,  bethinks,  by  the  eye,  tornn  awuy,  10 1 
lie  diiu'n,  and  hiJe  itiielf-    He  always  makes  friends  wiih  his  horw  titM 
innle  (or  witli  the  deer  tliat  visit  bis  Ohio  fAnn) :  aad  when  ho  uleeps  I 
on  his  horse,  hb  he  docs  as  readily  as  on  his  bed,  bis  horse  doe*  uot'l 
start  or  endanger  hitn.    Brown  desnribwl  the  MpeuBiveuess  of 
D  enuntry  where  everything  that  is  to  be  cnten  or  worn  by  1 
benst  must  be  dragged  n  Io0|c  distant  on  wheeU.     '  God  prut«cU 
OS  in  wiutw.'  he  said ;  '  no  Missourian  can  be  seen  in  (he  wtimirjf 
until  the  grass  nimen  up  aguiu.' " 

Thus  far  the  Erat'Diary.  a«  it  now  stands.     But  from 
time  to  time,  as  he  saw  Brown  again,  or  beard  of  Mm  from  1 
frifnds  or  from  the  newspapers,  Emerson  made  other  notes,  J 
which  he  has  thus  edited  :  — 

"Fur  hiini>slf,  Br>wu  is  so  transparent  that  all  meu  see  him  I 
through.  He  is  a  man  to  make  friends  wherever  on  ennh  enonif^  I 
and  intrerity  arc  estepmed.  —  the  mrral  of  hrroM,  apurcideallM,  with  j 
no  by-enils  of  his  own.  Many  i>f  n«  have  seen  him,  and  prrry  onft 
who  has  heard  him  speak  has  been  impressed  alike  by  his  simplv, 
snleM  goodness  and  hi«  RubKuie  eonrage.  He  Joins  that  [H-rfiwt  J 
Puritan  faith  whii-h  bronght  his  anentor  to  PlyTnuulh  R.iuk.  with  i 

'    hSs  grandfaiher'a  ardor  in  iho  Revolntlon.     He  Wlievea  in  two 
—two  instruments,  shnll  I  say  I  —  thi'  O^ildcn  Kuir  and  ihe  neelam- 

I    tjon  of  Independenee  :  and  h«  used  this  eipresoiou  in  a  convorsatlia 
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here  oonoeniiiig  thpin :  '  Better  that  a  whole  geoentioa  of  moa.  wn- 
men,  nnd  chililrcn  ehoulil  pHsg  au-nf  by  a  vii>leDt  dcfttb,  thnn  tlittt  one 
word  of  either  should  be  vinlatod  iu  thtu  cmintTy-'  There  is  a  TTniini- 
ist,  there  it  a  Hirict  ainstnieiiouist  for  you  !  Ilf  twKevw  in  th« 
Union  of  the  Suites,  and  he  conceives  tiiHt  llie  only  olinlraclinn  to 
the  Union  is  eliivery;  aud  for  ihat  reason,  an  a  pairiut,  lie  works  for 
its  abolition. 


"  Hp  grow  up  a  rcligi  person,  iu  sevoro  pi'VOrty ;  a 

foir  eiH-olineti  uflhe  bos  England,  having  llmt  font  nf 

thouglii  and  that  aense '  a  tho  warp  and  woof  iif  ^rrMt- 

ncM.     Onr  fanners  wi  rinists,  mighty  in  the  Scrip- 

tures: hiid  learned  thai  iration,  a  '  prohHtinn,'  to  use 

their  word,  for  a  high*  9  tfl  be  spent  in  liiviuB  and 

■ervirig  mankind.    Thus  juianiic  characlor,  absolutely 

withdnt  any  vulgar  trail  il  ends,  without  any  mixture 

of  aelf-iuclulgi'nop  or  pmnpniiiiisc,  sucn  us  Inwprs  the  value  of  bcnovo- 
lent  and  llioughtful  mfn  we  kn<iw;  abateinious,  rcfuBing  luzurim,  not 
Bourly  and  reproach  fully,  but  simply  as  unfit  fur  his  habit ;  quiet  and 
gentle  as  a  rhild,  iu  the  house.  And  as  happens  usually  to  men  of 
ruuiantic  (■haracler,  his  fortiiups  were  romnnlic.  Walter  Scott  would 
have  delighted  ti>  draiv  his  picture  and  trace  his  adventurous  career. 
A  shepherd  and  herdsman,  he  learned  the  manners  of  animals,  and 
knew  the  secret  signals  by  which  animals  cmniniiuicAte.  He  made 
his  hard  bed  on  the  mountains  with  ihem;  he  learned  to  drive  his 
flock  through  thickets  4ill  hut  Impasiable;  he  had  all  the  skill  of  a 
sheplient  liy  choice  of  breed  and  by  wine  industry  to  obtain  the  best 
wool,  and  that  fur  a  course  of  yeura." 

To  the  like  purpose  do  the  Diaries  of  Thoreau,  during  the 
years  1857-59,  speak  of  Brown ;  — 

"  I  should  say  that  he  is  an  old-fashioned  man  in  his  respect  for 
the  Constituliim,  aud  his  failh  in  the  permanence  of  this  Union. 
Slavery  he  deems  to  bo  wholly  opposed  to  these,  and  he  is  its  deter- 
mined foe.  Qle  is  by  descent  and  birth  a  New  England  farmer,  a 
innn  of  ureal  cjimm  on -sense,  deliberate  and  practical  as  that  cJa(«  is, 
and  tenfold  more  so,  —  like  the  best  of  those  who  stood  at  Concnrci 
Bridge  once,  on  Lexington  Common,  aud  on  Bunker  Hill;  only  hn 
was  iirmer  and  hi(.'h<T- prill  pi  pled  than  any  that  I  have  chanced  to 
hear  of  as  iherej  It  was  no  Abolition  lecturer  that  converted  him. 
Etiiaii  Allen  and  Stark,  with  whom  he  may  in  some  respects  Le 
comjKin'd,  were  rangers  in  a  lower  and  less  important  field.  They 
oould  bravely  far«  their  country's  foes,  but  he  had  the  courage  to  face 


I85n| 


JOHN  BKOWN  AND  HIS  FHIEKDS. 


his  omurry  licreelf  wlien  she  was  in  tho  wrong.      A  Westom  wnin 
t&ye,  to  Rc<>ouut  for  hU  ctrape  frum  r^  inAny  peril*,  tlmt  h«  wa 
Wrtleii  uiiilpr  a  'niral  eiterior,' —  as  if,  iu  that  prHirio-lauU,  i 

shiiuld,  b;  good  rights,  wear  a  citisoii's  druM  only. 

"  He  wna  Dever  able  lo  find  uiure  thttn  a  M't're  ur  bo  uf  n 
whiim  ho  would  nowpi,  uuti  ixily  ubuut  u  d<i«t>n  (uinong  them  h 
■iWD  «uiif>)  in  whom  be  liud  [icrfiHit  fuilh.     Whpti  lie  wttt  her 
shonvd  mealitllt'iiiaiioscript  biN.k,  —  Wis  '  orderly-bm-k '  I  lliink  be  * 
cHlled  it,  —  ouuuiiuing  the  iiHiiies  uf  his  oimpitii/  in  Rsubhs,  nod  tho 
nitvB  by  wliinli  they  lH>uud  theuiEclvMi  uud  hu  BtuU-d  tlmt  savonU 
i>r  thrm  hnd  alrniuly  Mulod  tbu  iMtiiniet  with  tbeir  blond.     When 
eiiine  oiin  mmttrkoJ  that  with  tbi<  nddilli>ii  uf  a  chiiplaiQ  it  would  1 
hnvp  bopii  a  [>«rl'ert  Cmtiiwplliaii  IiiKip,  ho  ulwuTviid  that  he  » 
have  beau  glad  to  ndd  a  olinpliiin  Ui  lli«  list,  if  ho  riiuld  have  t 
one  wbo  could  fill  that  "ffioi-  wurthily.     I  believi-  thiLt  be  had  prayrn^ 
in  his  oninp  morning  nnd  cTeiiing,  uFvertbelw«.     He  is  a  man  of  1 
Spartan  habit*,  and  at  sixty  was  Bcriipuhius  alniut  his'dirt  at  juuf( 
table,  expusing  lilnix-lf  by  saying  that  bn  miin  «at  npuringly  aud  fura  1 
hard,  as  bominc  n  sotdirr,  or  one  whu  wiw  fitting  liiiiiBuIf  f><r  dtffitiult  I 
enterprisp-s,  a  lifo  uf  exposure.    A  mau  uf  nuv  oininon -sense  and 
dirertoeM  uf  8|>eoah  as  of  ootlon,  a  tmnscndeiiialii't.  above  all  a  iiinn 
of  ideas  nnd  priiicipleB,  —  thai  is  what  distitiguishes  him.    Not  yield- 
ing to  n  whim  ur  truusiunt  impulse,  but  carrying  out  the  purpnao  ufk,  | 
life,      I  uulierd  that  hu  did  not  uverstalc  onytbiogr  bill  spoke  withiu   i 
bounds.    I  nimeiribcr  partioiihirly  how,  in  his  uponoh  here,  he  t«fent4  ' ' 
U>  what  his  family  had  suffered  in  Kansas,  williuut  ever  giving  tli«  J 
Imst  vunt  to  his  penl-np  fire.     It  was  a  vuleuuo  with  nn  urdiuoi^l 
chiinnoy-llnv.    A]si>  refrrriliK  f"  the  deeds  of  rvrtuin  Border  Hufl{ni>% 
he  tuid,  rapidly  (wring  away  bis  spiwch,  like  aa  experienced  soldiwr 
keeplug  a  reserve  of  fcreo  and  meaning, '  They  had  a  perfect  right  ii ' 
be  bung.'     He  WHS  nut  iu  the  least  a  rlietoridan,  was  nut  talking  U 
HuniHinie  or  his  cunstitueula  auywhore,  luul  no  need  lo  invent  a 
thing,  but  to  tell  ibc  simple  truth,  and  nmnnmnieiite  hbs  otrn  rrw 
tion ;  thereRnv  he  appentml  inoonipambly  strong,  and  eliHjiiane*  iifl 
CongreM  and  claewhere  seemed  to  me  at  a  diKonml,     It  was  IVu  i] 
spceobee  uf  Crumwetl  numparvd  with  those  of  an  ordinary  king. 

"When  I  eiqireeseil  surprise  ih<it  be  eould  live  in  Kansas  at 
with  n  prire  set  on  bis  brad,  and  so  Urge  a  nninWr.  iueWing  t 
nuthurilies,  e<iH*|<erRtpd  n|;ninBl  him,  he  areountDd  f<>r  it  liy  Myinj 
■h  is  prrfrrtly  well  unden'l')od  thmt  I  will  not  be  ukcn.' 
of  the  time  (or  simi^  years  he  hiis  had  to  dkiilk  iu  awimips,  unffen 
ing  fniHi  poverty  and  from  •iehnra*  whieh  was  (be  eouM^iiicnn'  t 
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flspoBure,  befrieodeil  onlj  by  Indiiins  nml  a  ffv  whItM.    Bat  tbongfa  it 

mighl  be  kufiim  thai  lie  was  larking  in  a  pArticulsr  »minp,  bis  Cum 
cut riin< 'Illy  did  not  rnre  to  go  id  after  liiiu.  H<*  cuulil  even  iHime  intl 
int"  H  ti>wTi  where  there  wpre  imn*  Biirdi^r  RiilBnns  thnn  Fr«e-StMl« 
meu,  and  ImuBaot  buHioew  witliorit  deliiyiti);  limg,  and  yvl  not  he 
raolpsted.  '  For,'  said  he,  '  nu  little  handful  uf  men  were  willing  to 
undertake  it,  and  a  large  bodv  iwuld  not  be  got  tugi-tliw  iu  Kason.' 

"  Yet  he  did  not  f  in  sun^me  tn  bis  '  star,'  or  to 

uny  tnngic.     He  mid  1  m  wliy  such  grt^aily  auperior 

iiiiinberH  qnailetl  befur  i  of  liis  jirisouers  coiif««aod, 

hpcaui<e  ihcy  '  lanhw  »f  anitor  which  be  luid  bis 

party  never  Urked.  aine,  few  men  were   ToimhI 

willing  to  lay  down  lli  ire  iif  whut  lliej  knew  to  b« 

Trriitig ;  they  did  not  ll  uld  be  their  Usi  act  in  thia 
world." 

Mr.  AJcott's  record  of  the  man  is  more  methodical  ae  to 
days  aad  events.     He  writes :  — 

OSAWATOMIB   BBOWN. 

"  Concord,  May  8,  18.'j9.  This  cTeoing  1  hear  Captain  Brtiwn 
speak  at  the  town  hnll  on  Kansns  nffiiirs,  and  the  part  taken  by  him 
in  the  bite  truablcs  there.  He  tells  hi?  story  with  surpassing  sim- 
plieity  and  sense,  impressing  us  all  deeply  by  hb  enun^e  and  reli- 
gious earnestness.  Our  best  people  listen  to  his  words,  —  Emerson, 
Thoreaii,  Judge  H<iar.  my  wife ;  and  some  of  them  contribute  some- 
thing iti  aid  of  liis  pliins  without  asking  partinularst  such  eonfidenoe 
dues  he  inspire  in  his  integrity  and  abilities.  I  have  tt  few  words 
with  him  after  his  sjteeuh,  and  find  him  8U])crior  to  legal  traditions, 
and  a  disciple  of  tiie  Right  in  ideality  and  the  aS-iirs  of  state.  He 
is  Sanboni's  guest,  and  slays  fr)r  a  day  only.  A  young  man  named 
Anderson  accompanies  him.  They  go  armed,  I  am  told,  and  will 
defend  themselves,  if  necessary.  I  believe  they  are  now  on  their 
w;iy  to  Connecticut  and  farther  sonth ;  bnt  the  Captain  leaves  us 
much  in  the  djirk  concerning  hfs  destination  and  designs  (or  the 
coming  months.  Yet  he  does  not  conceal  his  hatred  <if  slavery,  nor 
his  readiness  to  strike  a  blow  for  freedom  at  the  proper  moment.  1 
infer  it  is  his  intention  to  run  off  as  mnny  slaves  as  he  can,  and  so 
render  Ihnt  property  insecure  to  the  master.  I  think  him  equal  tu 
anything  he  dares,  —  the  man  to  do  the  deed,  if  it  must  be  done,  and 
with  the  martyr's  temper  and  purpose.  Nnlure  obviously  was 
deeply  intent  in  the  making  of  him.     He  is  of  impaling  appearauoe. 
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p^raoaally,  — tnlt,  with  iqaare  ahniiMen  and  eUnding  ;  eyes  of  dofp 
gniy,  iind  coucbiiil,  as  if  ready  to  apriujc  at  the  leiist  nistliiig,  dnunt- 
lesH  yet  kindly;  hia  htiir  ehuotiiig  buckwaril  fnun  |iiw  duwu  on  hia 
fon-head;  naeti  ttoudiavt  aud  ttiimNnesciiie ;  set  lips,  his  voiur  (np^l 
pressed  yet  metiillifi,  suggesting  deep  t«htv(«  ;  decided  mouili ;  ih 
CountenuDM  iind  fruine  charged  irith  puw^r  tbruugluiuL     8inc«  her 
Lxat  he  bus  added  a  fluwing  beard,  which  gives  the  Midierly  i 
aud  tlie  port  uf  au  npoatle.     Though  sixty  years  uld,  he  is  agilo  i 
ahrt,  and  ready  fc>r  auy  audacity,  iu  any  crisis.     I  think  hiin  nh 
the  iniinlieet  mail  I  liavo  evir  swn,  — the  lyj«!  and  Hyoonyin  of  tin 
Just.     I  wished  to  soe  and  speak  with  him  under  rircuinstunei 
mittiug  lit  lurge  dlsouurse.     I  am  carious  conccmiog  his  rt 
u[)ini<iU8  on  the  greai  queations,  — as  of  personal  iudepeudim 
cltixcu's  rvbaimi  bi  the  State,  the  right  uf  resistance,  slavery,  thiM 
higher  law,  UiinpfiraDce,  the  pleas  and  reasnus  fur  freedom,  and  ideas  f 
generally.     Hi'uans  and  hospitaliiiea  were  invnuted  fur  the  enteri]itii< 
incni  "f  8uoh  questions,  —  for  the  great  guests  of  DiniitiDeas  and  a 
bllity  thus  entering  and  speaking  face  to  faoti :  — 

"  '  Hin  is  his  own  «t«r ;  sod  tlie  sani  that  nan 
Render  au  honest  and  s  perftiri  man 
L'enimsuda  stl  ]i«;ht,  all  inBuence,  all  fst*. 
Nothing  to  him  blls  early  or  loo  Ul« ; 
Our  Buts  ear  anHiU  arr.  —  or  good  or  ilU 
Our  litCal  sbadowt,  ibut  icslk  by  us  still.' " 

The  days  pitss  on,  and  Brown  makes  his  foray  in  Vir-  \ 
ginia,  the  news  of  it  roaehing  Concord  on  the  18th  of  Octo-  ' 
ber,  1859.  For  some  days  the  dismal  tidings  find  no  entry  J 
in  the  daily  jonrnnl  at  the  Orchard  House,  since  Ki.  AlcottM 
ta  busy  harvesting  his  apples,  But  a  week  after  the  attncka 
at  Harper's  Ferry  this  record  appears,  followed  by  inaqj-1 
more :  — 

"  Oeioher  tSl.    Bead  with  sympdihy  and  a  sense  of  the  impossibil- 
ity  of  any  J'Wtiei'  bring  dcme  liim  by  flonlh  or  North,  by  {lartisans  or 
j>enplo,  —  by  the   gennml    mankind,  —  the  newspaper  aroounw  nf  J 
CnptAJn  Bn-wn's  endeavor  at  Harjwr's  Perry,  nnw  ciiuiing  lo  us  aodfl 

eiiiiig  |Hililieuin«  and  everybody  erorywher*.     This  man 
s|>oak  early  iu  tlie  si-asun  at  our  tuwn  hall,  and  bad  tho  pleasure  0 
gmspiitg  hii  firm  hand  and  of  speaking  with  him  afWr  his  leetnrs 
This  dead  of  his,  so  surprising,  so  mixed,  m  aonfbnniiing  to  tnuati 
persons,  will  give  an  iinpnlsfl  In  free-iiitn   and  huinnnily,  whati've 
ines  nf  its  vietiiii  and  of  tlio  States  that  howl  -nor  It      Tht>r»fl 
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sboul'j  lie  enough  of  nourngo  nai  intrepidity  in  tho  Nurth,  —  in  Mna- 
tBcbusriUi  inen,  —  to  bicjiI  Soutli,  «iuce  th«y  eaiinul  march  oppnlj 
there,  r<^-ue  him  frum  the  ulavuhuldera,  the  Stale  aiwl  United  8Cmu-b 
OOQits,  and  save  him  fur  the  iinpendiug  crisis.  CHptiiin  UiggiiiAua 
would  be  goud  for  th&t  leadFTship,  aud  No.  64  '  will  be  rvuily  i<n 
nuut-h  with  the  mal.  Captain  Bruwn  is  of  Purilau  Block,  and  couies 
from  Conneuticat.  He  was  boru  ftt  T'jn-EQgtDU,  in  Liii^hfidd  Coani;, 
Hajr  9,  1800,  about  fiftt  place  of  my  luitivity. 

"  Concord,  Sitndag,  i  rireau  rends  a  pajier  of  his 

on  Jriha  Brown,  hia  vi  deedii,  nt   the  vejitry  Ibis 

evening,  and  to  Iho  <  moy,  I  am  told,  —  the  best 

that  ruuld  be  gntherm  and  among  them  Emeranu. 

I  am  not  lafomiod  in  l  <  my  meeting  at  the  same 

time.     1  doubt  not  of  it!  loqupnee,  and  wish  he  may 

have  opportunmes  of  3.' 

"  Friday,  Not.  A.  «poi1s  about  the  reading  of 

his  lei-lurc  on  Bmwu  at  uoz.,™  «.„•,.  ..  ^..i-esslfr.  Timrcau  1ms  grH«i 
right  to  siwak  fully  hia  miud  concerning  Brown,  and  has  been  the 
6rst  to  speak  nixl  celebrate  the  hero's  courage  aud  magnanimity.  It 
ia  these  which  ho  disctms  and  praiaea.  The  nien  have  much  in 
common,  —  (he  sturdy  manliueus,  straightforwardness,  and  indepen- 
dence. It  is  well  they  met,  and  that  Thoreau  saw  what  he  sets 
forth  as  n<ine  else  can.  Both  are  eons  of  Anak  and  dwclloTS  in  Na- 
ture, —  Briitrn  taking  more  to  the  human  side,  and  dri\'ing  straight 
at  instiiniiiiua,  while  Thoreau  contents  himself  with  railing  at  and 
letting  thorn  otherwise  atone.  Ho  is  the  prii])cr  panfgyriat  ni  the 
virtues  he  owns  himself  so  largely,  and  so  ramiireheuds  in  another. 

"  Saturdai/,  November  5.  Dine  with  Sanborn.  He  suggests  that  I 
should  go  to  Virginia  aud  get  access  to  Brown  if  1  cau,  aud  (ruveirtor 
Wise  ;  thinks  1  have  some  advantages  to  fit  ine  for  the  adventure. 
I  miglit  ascertain  whether  Brown  would  aceept  a  rescue  from  any 
company  wo  might  raise.  Kiekctaou,  from  New  Bedford,  nrrives. 
He  and  Thoreau  take  supper  with   us.     Thrireau  tilks   freely  and 

'  Mr.  Altotl  himself. 

'  Tlioreau'a  editor,  Mr,  Harrison  Blake,  his  sfnt  me  this  note  from  hia 
friend  ;  — 
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enlliUBiitsticjilly  abuut  Brovrn,  deDoanriug  ihe  Uuiou,  the  Preeidrnt, 
the  States,  and  Virgiuiu  portieuUrly ;  wiehes  to  publisb  his  hitu 
■peei^h,  «nd  hiu  seen  Buaton  publiBbon,  but  foiled  to  End  an;  to 
print  It  fur  him." 

No  list  of  Brown'B  friends  could  be  complete  without  the 
names  uf  those  two  ])ra(!tical  idealists  of  Medford,  —  George 
and  Miiry  8teiu'iis,  to  whom  lie  was  more  indebted  for  Iiom- 
pitalities  and  for  liberal  gifts  of  money  and  arms  than  to 
aiiy,  perhaps  all,  other  persona,  Mr.  Stearns  was  a  niei-chaiit 
of  Boston,  of  large  income,  but  of  larger  heart,  who  wus  in- 
.spired  and  seconded  in  all  his  patriotii;  efforts  by  his  sensi- 
tive and  clear-aiglited  wife,  from  whom  no  trait  of  character 
was  hidden.  Mrs.  Steams  saw  at  a  glance  across  the  whole 
field,  and  was  critical  in  her  judgments;  but  she  accepted 
John  Brown  as  a  prophet  atid  hero  from  the  first.  Her 
hnsband,  of  slower  speech  und  more  deliberate  temper,  had 
misgivings  now  and  then,  but  followed  confidently  the  in* 
spiration  of  his  wife.  Of  hiui  Emerson  said,  in  a  funer^  i 
mldress  in  1867 : 

"  Wi?  rorall  iho  all  lint  exduaivc  deviitii>D  "f  thia  nxoetleat  tr 
during  the  hiel  Iwrlvc  ynm  to  public  itod  |in[ri<>tin  iotcrrstE.  KniM 
until  tliRt  time  in  no  very  wido  circle  m  a  mao  of  skill  and  perseve 
nnrd  in  his  hn»laesi>,  uf  pure  lift,  uf  reiiriug  mid  uffMliimnte  h  ' 
hajipy  in  his  dumostip  rplalimiB,  bis  extreinu  inti'n-sl  in  tlio  nni 
politics,  ihen  fp^iwing  mare  nnxinus  yrnr  by  ymr,  engagod  h 
Mwn  llm  fcirtunca  uf  frnttdom  with  keenrr  ntlention.  He  w»e  «o 
Ubiirrr  in  ihc  rraiatfloce  tii  slavery.  This  brought  him  into  aympnU) 
with  the  pexple  .if  Kansns.  As  early  as  1855  the  Einigmnt  Aid  8 
ciety  wns  f»rinK.l.  and  in  18o6  hv  orgHiiiwd  the  Klnsnichujwtta  S 
KaniiaB  Coiiniiilti-i?,  by  mrans  of  wliirh  k  largn  lUoiiUDt  iif  iiiriony  w 
ubtainpd  for  thr  Frre-StatP  men  at  times  of  the  greatest  need. 
waa  the  [ixire  pngnged  tii  ihiM  otiise  by  making,  in  1857,  the  » 
(lUHintHDK  iif  Captsiu  John  BriiH-n,  who  was  not  only  a 
nary  man,  btit  uue  whu  had  a  rare  magnetinm  fur  inca  a 
auci  allacliiil  scime  of  ihn  best  and  niiblmt  In  him,  im  very  ■ 
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fe«tl?  puro  niid  NDC«re_that  he  ensilj  obuiopd  eager  oflertags  in 
qnnrtcra  where  uther  petilionera  fkiled.  fle  did  not  hesitate  to  be- 
roine  t!ie  banker  of  his  clients,  and  to  faTniah  them  moue;  nnd  amiB 
in  advance  uf  the  subecriptittna  whirl)  he  obtdiiied.  His  first  doan- 
lioDS  wpre  only  eutering  wedges  of  liia  later ;  and,  unlike  other  betic- 
fiicturs,  he  did  liut  give  luoae;  to  exrnse  hia  CDtire  preoccupation  in 
his  own  pursuila,  but  as  an  eameat  of  the  dwiiration  of  his  benil  and 
hand  tu  the  interests  uf  ledge  kept  antil  tlie  eucrcss 

he  vrro'Jgbt  and  prayed  iiteiL" 

But  for  the  Stei  ;iftB  to  Brown  it  is  hard 

to  see  how  he  couia  aid  in  his  (rampaigns  of 

the  last  two  years,  1  w  much  he  valued  them 

we  all  knew  who  c  urt.     But  the  extent  of 

their  ;i)d  to  him,  ant  iiich  they  were  prepared 

to  go,  is  lint  generally  i...^i.  n,  a,ii..iuiif;h  Brown  knew  it  well. 
At  my  request,  Mrs.  Stearns  has  furnished  me  an  account  of 
the  origin  of  a  most  characteristic  paper  which  Brown  read 
to  her  in  the  first  draft,  and  which  is  this:  — 


OLD   brown's   farewell 


He  has  left  for  Kiinsas ;  has  been  trying  sinee  he  rnme  ont  of  the 
Territory  to  secure  nn  (nilfit,  or,  in  other  words,  tlie  means  of  HmiiaB 
and  thnronghly  equipping  his  regular  minnlc-tnirn,  who  arc  mixed  up 
with  the  pei>ple  of  Kansiis.  And  he  leaves  ilie  States  with  a  feeling 
of  deeiiPBt  PHitness,  that  after  having  exhansted  his  own  smalt  means, 
and  with  his  family  and  his  bravo  men  suffered  hunger,  cold,  naked- 
nesR,  and  noino  of  ihem  sickness,  wounds,  imprisonment  in  irons, 
with  extrcino  cruel  treatment,  and  others  death ;  that  after  lying  on 
the  ground  for  months  in  the  moat  sinhly,  unwholesome,  and  nncom- 
fnrtable  places,  some  of  the  time  with  sick  and  wounded,  destitute  of 
any  shelter,  hunteil  like  wolves,  and  sustained  in  part  by  Indians  ; 
that  after  all  this,  in  cirder  to  sustain  a  cHuse  which  every  citizen  of 
this  "glorious  republic"  is  onder  equjil  moral  obligation  to  ilo,  and 
for  the  negleet  of  which  he  will  be  held  BCcotmtnble  by  God, -~« 
cause  in  which  every  man,  woman,  and  ebtid  of  the  entire  human 
family  has  a  deep  and  awful  iiiteri'St,  —  that,  when  mi  wages  are 
asked  or  especled,  he  cannot  secure,  amid  all  the  wealth,  luxury. 
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iind  oxtTBvaganco  of  thii  "heaTen -Malted"  pcmple,  oven  1} 
cp{«»ry  suppUoD  of  the  Muimoii  ioldior.      "How  ure  the  wightf  1 

1  atn  deetitute  of  borecB,  baggage -wnK'nts,  UrnU,  harncEB,  milHIfa,  1 
bridU'E,  IiiiIbuts,  spnre,  and  belts;  cnmp  rquijiaj^e,  such  as  eoohiiif  1 
and  Miiing  aieu»ils,  blatikels,  hnapsacke,  iiitrcnrbinii-iiHik, 
tborela,  ipndps,  inntttickB,  cruwbnre;  liave  not  a  sopply  of  Kininual-I 
ti'in ;  bnvo  not  iiiiinoj  salBck'nt  to  pay  firighl.  and  travdling  expen- 
ses ;  and  left  my  funnily  poorly  supplied  wHb  common  necessaries. 

Boston,  April,  18S7. 

Hra.  Steams  writes  me  thus  (April,  1885) : 

"  Tbe  npwsiwpcr  reiH>rt*  of  tbe  Hon.  Tbomas  Rnssell's  address  at  J 
a  John  Bn>im  eommemoratiun  in  1880,  meutiuuing  Mr.  8l«ams  04  ] 
tbe  goaeroua  ^ivnd  uf  Jnhn  Brou-n,  cuntaiu  a  slitluim-iit  conreniiDj;  J 
myself  and  the  '  earring  nnd  burses,'  wliirh  niuel  be  my  exeniio  fov  ^ 
reUtlng  the  exact  tnith,  both  coneeming  the  sevm  iboOMind  dollara  ' 
uffereil  by  Mr  Stenmti,  and  bow  John  Bniwn  eiinie  lo  writo  his 
*  Farewell  t<>  tbe  Plynioiith  Bcwks,'  etc.,  which  bus  ap)H^n^ed  acvtirol 
times  iu  print,  but  H-itbout  a  wird  nf  oxplHuatinn.     As  tbe  nddreu 
sUtm,  Brirwn  was  keeping  very  quirt  at  Judge  Buwelt's  house  in 
BoRioTi,  |)art1y  on  a<M::'iuijIof  a  warmut  issued  in  Kansas  fcirhis  arrat 
ftir  liigii  Irensim,  nnd  partly  Iwiwuse  be  wiis  ill  with  fi'vrr  nnd  agne, 
n  ohmnic  Girni  of  wbirli  had  been  iiiduenl  by  his  ex|viat)rea  in  Kan* 
BUS.     It  wii«  in  April,  lt5A7,  and  a  rhilljnjt  easterly  stonn  had  |<r«- 
vnlM  fur  many  days.     Mr.  Stennis  went  freqiifntly  to  visit  liim; 
and  ou  Saturday  preceding  the  Snnday  murriing  mentioned  by  Judge 
Kui>setl,  Cuplniu   BruwQ  etprested  s  wish  tlial  I  shxuld  gfj  to  M9 
him,  OS  ho  could  not  ventnre  in  eueli  weather  on  a  trip  to  Mcdford,  — 
emphasizing  the  rerinpst  by  saying  thnt  he  wished  to  ennxnlt  ma  about  4 
a  plan  he  bad,  and  that  1  might  ooine  snnn.     Mr.  Slennis  gave  mt9 
bis  message  at  dinner,  and  I  drove  ai  once  to  Jud^  Russell's 
As  MMia  ns  tny  name  was  announced  Brown  appeared,  and  thanking  J 
iiii>  fur  tlie  pnmiptncsa  nf  my  visit,  prucerded  to  say  that  ho  bad  lieen  J 
'  amusing  himself  by  preparing  a  little  address  f.>r  TheodiTS  Parkev  I 
to  read  to  bi»  congregniioD  the  next  (Sanday)  momJDK ;  and  lliat  b«  I 
Would  feel  oliliged  to  me  ftir  expreSKiuR  my  boneal  »[^uii>u  about  tlia  1 
propriety  of  llils.     He  then  weiil  npstuim.  iind  rntunii-d  wilFi  n  pn)ier,  J 
whii'h   proved  in  the  reading  to  bo  'Old   Brown'ii  Farewell.'     The  I 
emphasis  of  his  tone  and  manner  I  shall  never  forget,  aud  wish  1 1 
coold  pictnre  him  as  he  sat  and  read,  lifting  bis  eyes  lu  mine  nt>wfl 
and  then  to  eee  how  it  imprMsed  me.     When  he  finished  he  snld:^ 
'  Well.  now.  what  do  you  tliiiik  t    Shall  I  .end  ii  t..  Mr.  Parker  T 


510  LIFE  AKO  LETTERS  OF  JOHN  BBOWN.  flS». 


'  CKrlaiiil; ;  bf  nl!  mrnns  scdiI  it.  Ho  will  Appreciate  every  word 
jciu  huvts  wtitli'n.  for  it  ring*  tho  mewl  hu  Ukw.  Bu(  I  hutn  tiij 
-dixibts  about  nvuliug  it  lu  but  ouugref^alinn.  A  fuw  of  tliFin  wuultl 
uDdprsUnd  iti  eigDificance,  but  the  iD«iiirilj,  I  four,  wnalil  not.  Suad 
it  ti>  Mr.  I'arkcr.  iiud  hv  will  do  whAt  is  bvEt  nU>ut  it.*  In  reply  lie 
ibnnkcd  mei  and  suid  I  bod  ounfiniii<il  bit  -iwii  juilgmotitt  bad  eltwcd 
Ilia  itiiod,  &Dd  (MmfemHi  tbe  ^or  he  desired.  Tlicu.  I  tuld  him,  h<i 
inuHt  give  mo  a,  ocpy  ■  aij  relics.     Ho  replied:  '  I 

would  give  jruu  this,  I  bod  liuch  au  ngue  while 

wriliug  tbat  T  could  .  etoady ;  but  yrni  shall  have  k 

fair  copy.'     In  u  fow  i  opy  I  now  have,  by  the  hand 

<>f  Kir.  StearuB.     It  «  ivith  other  uifinoriHle  tu  the 

Kansud  Historioal  ft  f  he  gavo  Mr.  Parker  wm 

foimd  BinoDg  hie  pii]>  diiith.    . I  think  it  stimulated 

Mr.  I'arkor  ti>  further  <  collected  i|nit«  a  handsome 

Bum  ihiin  thoM  paiit!  n  biled  to  respond   to  hia 

appeal. 

"  This  matter  being  (lettlcd,  Brown  began  talking  apon  the  subject 
always  upiM-nniist  in  liis  tlioiiglit,  aud,  I  may  add,  a^ion  also.  Those 
villi  rcinembor  the  p<iwer  of  his  moral  tiiHgueiisin  will  uuderetaud 
how  purely  and  re»i)i1y  he  IlRcd  his  listener  to  the  level  of  his  own 
devotion ;  so  that  it  suddenly  seemed  mean  nod  uuworthy  —  not  1o 
say  u-ivked  —  ti>  be  liviug  in  luxury  u-hilc  sueb  a  man  was  strug- 
gling for  a  few  thousands  to  carry  out  his  cherished  plan.  '  Ob,' 
said  he,  '  if  I  could  have  the  money  that  is  smoked  aicai/  during  a 
siijglo  day  in  Huston,  I  eould  strike  a  blow  which  would  make  da- 
very  toller  from  its  foundations,'  As  he  said  these  wordti,  bis  look 
and  manner  left  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  he  wns  quite  capable  of 
accomplishing  his  puiTXisc.  To-day  all  sane  men  everywhere  ae- 
kuowledgo  its  truth.  Well,  I  bade  hiin  adieu  and  drove  home, 
thiuhing  many  thoughts,  —  of  the  power  of  a  mighty  purpose  lodged 
in  a  deeply  religious  soul;  of  only  one  man  with  God  on  his  side. 
The  splendor  of  Hpring  sunshine  filled  the  room  when  I  awoke  the 
next  morning ;  numberless  birds,  rejoicing  in  the  returning  wannth, 
filled  ull  the  air  with  mehidy;  dandelions  sparkled  in  the  vivid  grass; 
everything  was  so  beautiful,  that  the  wish  rose  warui  in  my  heart  to 
mimfort  and  aid  John  Brown.  It  seemed  not  much  to  do  to  sell  our 
eslale  and  give  tho  proceeds  to  hiui  for  bis  sublime  purpose.  What 
if  another  home  wre  not  as  beautiful !  When  Mr.  Stearns  awoke  I 
told  him  \nf  iiioniing  thoughts.  Reflecting  awhile,  he  said :  '  Per- 
haps il  would  not  bo  just  right  to  the  children  to  do  what  you  sug- 
gest ;  but  I  will  do  all  1  can  in  justice  to  them  and  you.'  When 
breakfast  wae  over,  be  drove  to  the  residence  of  Judge  Russell  and 
handed  ('apt«in  Bn.wn  his  i-hei-k  for  seven  thousand  dollars.     But 
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this  fact  was  not  knowD  al  thai  time,  and  unlj  ronde  public  After  tb«^ 
dertth  of  Mr.  Stearns." 

Brown's  plan  for  Kansna  was  cordially  approved  by  Thei^ 
dote  Parker,  who,  as  Sirs,  Stearna  says,  raised  some  money 
in  aid  of  it,  as  he  afterwards  did  for  the  Virginia  enterprise 
It  was  in  connection  with  the  latter  that  Brown  made  airi 
allowed  to  a  few  friends  this  draft  of  a  letter  iutroiliilh 
ing  hira  to  antislavery  men,  which  I  find  among  Brown'il 
papers :  — 

JOHN    BK0W»'S    DESCRIPTIOV   OF    HIMSELF    (1858). 

"  This  will  introdiiro  a  friend  who  vUiU  (WorccHtt^r)  in  ordrr  b 
Goeare  iii(-nns  to  suaLiiiu  nnd  furtlicr  tha  rnuge  of  frvrdnin  In  ih*'^ 
Unitcil  StAtcB  nnd  in  nil  thn  world.     In  bohalf  ••(  llii*  i-tute  he  bu 
so  fnr  oxhniDitnd  his  tiwn  limiu?^  ni»tDs  m  to  (ilavc  bia  w>U>  aud  tlirw 
yoiiDg  daughura  in  circuiustauMs  of  |irivHtiuii  and  of  d<-p«udenoe 
upon  thv  g(.'nen«ity  of  tlii-ir  friends,  who  linvc  cured  fur  Uictn.    He  fau  _ 
contributed  tho  entire  aerviecs  of  twu  strung  niinur  sons  f  iT  two  jcsre, 
and  of  himself  for  inoro  thun  three  year*,  during  which  liino  ihq 
havB  hU  endured  great  banlshii>s,  expusure  of  bculth.  and  <rthi'T  ( 
Tatlons.      During  muRh  uf  the  iiast  three  years  he  had  with  him  it 
Eansaa  six  soiia  and  a  son-in-hiw,  who,  tugrther  with  hiinwlf,  weM 
ftll  sick  ;  two  were  made  prisoners,  and  subjected  to  nu^t  1>arliar<.>aa 
treatment ;  two  were  sevcrdy  wounded,  and  one  inurderod.     Durinyfl 
this  time  he  figured  with  some  suceeeB  under  the  title  of  '  Old  BrowUf'^T 
ofleD  perilling  tiiti  life  iu  cmnpitnjr  with  his  suns  and  eou-iu-law,  wlie| 
all  shnred  these  trinis  with  liini.     His  iibj<^l  is  coinmcnded  In  lb< 
best  feelings  of  yonrself  nnd  all  who  love  liberl;  snd  equal  righid 
in  (Missaohusetta),  and  himself  ioitorsed  as  an  earnest  and  siesdfi 
ininiled  man,  and  a  true  descendant  uf  Pettf  Bruwu,  otte  of  tliij 
'  Mayflower '  Pilgrims." 

Thertdore  Parker  first  met  Brown  at  his  Sunday  congregt 
lion  in  the  Boston  Music  Hall  in  January,  18.'>7,  uiileaa  hsj 
had  briefly  eneountered  him  at  Cliieago  two  months  earlier.  J 
They  soon  becamt'  warm  friends,  for  Brown  had  hoanl  Par- 
ker preach  aa  early  as  18B3,  and  admired  his  deep  piety, 
popular  eluqu^uoe,  and  devotion  to  liberty,  although  tbe; 
were  far  apart  in  theology.     In  April,  1857,  when  "tTncUJ 
Sam's  hounds"  were  said  to  be  on  Brown's  track,  and  heT 
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took  refoge  at  the  housB  of  Judge  RuBsell '  in  Boston,  Parker 
wrote  to  RuBsell  in  these  words  ;  — 

Sunday  Morning. 
Mt  DKAB  Judos,  —  If  John  Brown  falls  into  the  hunls  of  ifae 
marshal  from  Kunsus,  he  is  sure  cither  of  ihc  galluws  or  of  siiuiethitig 
fci  wurse.     If  1  were  in  his  {>»aiti<'u,  I  eIiuuIiI  shoot  dead  au;  mui 
who  atlempU^  b>  an  IfgtMl  orimes ;  then  I  ehuuld 

Ite  Iried  hj  a  Muasacli  ac.i)ui[t«d. 

^t 

T.  P. 

P.  S.    I  don't  Advia  but  it  ia  what  I  shanld  do. 

Parker  waa  on«  <  ^ton  to  hear  and  eatertaia 

Brown's  Virginia  p^.  some  degree  similar  were 

familiar  to  him.  for  octier  t'lituiia lasts  liad  brought  their  pro- 
jects  to  be  criticised  or  rejected  by  the  clear  judgment  of 
the  Boston  ratlicai.  Like  others,  Parker  was  deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  sagacity  of  many  parts  of  Brown's  scheme 
and  the  wildness  of  the  rest ;  but  he  was  willing  to  help  it 
forward  for  Brown's  sake,  and  raised  money  in  aid  of  it. 
After  it  liail  culminated,  he  wrote  from  Rome  the  week 
following  Brown's  execution  in  these  words  cOQceming 
American,  Italian,  and  universal  affairs:  — 


'  Judge  Runat-ll  givea  these  anecdotes  of  Brown  (hiring  this  ntirnnent  at 
his  liouse  :  "  Hb  U3«d  to  take  out  his  two  rfvolrprs  and  repeater  every 
niclit  before  going  to  bed,  to  make  sure  of  their  loads,  sayinff,  '  Here  are 
eif-hteen  Urea.'  To  Mn.  Ruasell  he  once  raid,  '  If  you  hear  a  noise  at 
night,  put  the  baby  under  the  pillow.  I  Rhould  hats  to  spoil  these  car- 
l.cts,  too.  but  you  know  I  cannot  be  taken  alive.'  Giving  an  account  one 
liny  of  liH  son  Frederick's  death,  wlio  was  shot  by  Martin  White,  a 
Methodist  preather,  Mrs.  Ruasell  broke  out,  '  If  I  were  you,  Mr.  Brown, 
I  would  fight  those  ruffians  at  lon^  as  I  livwl.'  '  That,"  he  replied,  *  is 
not  a  ChriHtian  spirit.  If  I  thought  I  hud  one  bit  of  the  spirit  of  reveEge, 
I  would  never  lift  my  hand  :  I  do  not  make  war  on  slaveholders,  even 
when  I  fight  them,  but  on  slavery."  He  would  hold  up  Mrs.  Bnsseirs 
little  girl.  ti>9s  than  two  years  old,  and  tell  her,  'Wlien  I  am  hung  for 
treasan,  you  can  say  that  you  used  to  stand  on  Captain  Brown's  hand  ; ' 
and  when  he  cami'  to  Boston  two  years  after,  in  May,  1B59.  on  his  way  to 
Harper's  Ferry,  he  hroivuht  lier  some  cakes  of  maple  sugar  from  the  Adiron- 
dac  home." 


JOHN'   BKOWN   AND   HIS   FRlKMlS, 


Thsodon  Parker  to  Jt.  W,  Hmenoa. 

Dee.  9,  IBSS. 
Mr  DEAR  Emerson,  —  Mr.  A[>lliori>  leaves  iii«  a  cuninr  of  his 
p(L|wr,  wliiih  1  nm  -inly  Iiki  glm)  lo  fill  wlih  it  »orJ  ot  two  '>f  gncx- 

u  xail  yours.     I  rejoiced  grrntlf  nI  the  bnive  tliitij^  spiikrn  1 
Iiy  j'uii  at  the  Frntcmit;  Leclunt,  Aod  tbn  hcutj  np|)Uuso  I  kot 

twith  there.     Wenilnll  PhUlipa  Mid  Jon  liitve  Mid  AU'Utl 
nil  ilie  brave  wurils  that  have  been  spDheo  about  uur  frieind  Csjitaia  J 
Browu  —     Nil  I    J,  F- Clarke  lirendiuUliitilitwlserinuiiou  that  bntVB  I 
Had  I  been  at  boinu,  sound  ond  well,  I  think  this  rHVaaiDn  ' 
wmtld  hnvo  eilhrr  aonl  tne  out  nf  ihe  cuuiilr; —  ns  it  hua  Dr.  Uiiw 
ir  else  have  put  me  III  a  tight  plnM.      Surely  I  ciuld  uot  have  been 
quite  uun)ni«nied  and  ttuk.    It  might  not  siiund  well  that  the  miuis- 
tor  of  the  Twenty-Ei|;hili  Congrvgatiunal  Church  had  "  It-It  fur  pnrtu 
nnknowu,"  and  thiit  "  between  two  days,"  and  so  eoutd  nut  fulHI  bia 
oblifciititins  to  Ipulurc  or  preach.     Usrc  t«  tne  "  life  is  na  t4Nliijua  aa 
c«-ti)ld  [rIo  ;  "  it  is  iinly  a  strenuona  idloDcau, — aludyiu^  thn 
muaioa  ufa  dead  people,  nod  that  too  fur  no  great  purpoae  uf  bi*lp- 
log  lunh  lU  am  alive,  i>r  ahall  ever  biwomo  eo.     I  nin  do  no  better  and   i 
no  more.    Hero  arc  plenaaut  Americaost  —  Mra.  Crawford,  my  Irieod  I 
Dr.  Appleton,  and  alnivc  all  the  Slorys,  —  m<»t  hospitable  of  people)  f 
and  full  of  fire  and  wit.    The  Apthorps  and  Hunts  arc  kind  ami  wiitt 
as  nlwiiyi-,  and  full  of  noble  sentimenla.     Of  eourse,  the  groat  works 
of  architorlure,  of  seiilplDre  and  jwintlni;,  are  always  hen>;  but  I  ma- 
fess  I  prefer  the  arts  uf  use,  whieh  make  the  ihree  tiiilliong  of  New 
Eniflnnd  cumfortahle,  intelligent,   and   tnonil,   to   the   fine   arts   ot  j 
'  beauty,  whieb  aBunl  means  nf  plrnsuni  b>  a  fnw  MnoMulninl  i|ll> 

'{'lue  loves  beauty  more  tlian  I,  of  Nature  or  An;  but  I 
I  I  ihank  Gi-1  that  in  the  Revival  of  Letters  our  raco  —  ths  I 
rr)rlii-enticjuoring  Tuolona  ^  turued  off  to  Srit-nee,  whioh  aeeka  | 
[  Truth  and  Industry,  that  rnnqnf'rH  the  Inrrxa  of  Nulurr  aod  IninS' 
L  flguim  Matter  inlo  Man  ;  wbik>  ttie  Italians  look  the  Art  of  Itcantjr  I 
I  for  their  dejwrtineuL  The  Brownings  are  here,  poet  and  poeten  f 
r  both,  and  their  hoy,  the  Only.  Plmaant  people  are  they  both,  with  I 
I  the  grenttwt  adminition  for  a  enrtain  person  of  Conenrd,  to  whom  f  J 

nIho  nend  my  henrtiiwt  thanks  and  good  wishea.    To  him  and  his 
f  long  life  and  ptu«|>eri(y  I 

TuEoofiRp  Parker.' 


■  Parkt/ii  Utter  lo  Fiaoclt  Jackmn  on  lii*  dMd  and  drath  of  BrQwii  irui 
I"  lit  Mt  Ivt  public  aUersDem,  —  for  he  die<l  and  wai  >iuri«d  la  Fiortaet, 
I  -^httv  Hn.  Brovning  wu  iifterw*rds  batied,  In  May,  IBM. 
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I  haw  spoken  of  the  uustiiited  gitta  of  George  and  Mary 
Stearns,  in  aid  of  Brown  and  his  work.  Gerrit  Smith,  the 
baronial  democTiit  of  rural  New  York,  was  the  couiitvtrpnrt 
of  Stearns  in  generosity  of  giving.  He  did  not  fiimlly  be- 
stow 80  miicli  money  on  Brown's  cntarprisen  as  Mr.  Scearn*, 
but  he  stood  ready  at  all  times  to  meet  res[)onsibi)ity,  and 
to  contribute  when ' nade.  He  waa  early  in- 
formed of  the  Vir  fhich  he  did  not  di83t>- 
prove,  and  to  aid  w  lundreds  of  dollars,  and 
would  have  given  t  isaary.  He  saw  lit  aftT 
Brown's  death  to  t  vays  his  deep  interest  in 
the  old  hero ;  but  lo  disregard  of  Brown's 
great  qualities,  whi  ted  to  praise.  I  will  not 
enter  now  upon  the  s  course  of  Smith,  and  1 
have  set  forth  the  I  iroper  place.  To  me  he 
never  denied  hi.-)  whare  ni  tne  enti'rprise  of  Brown;  and  he 
lived  to  see  its  grand  results  in  the  years  directly  following 
Brown's  death.  The  part  taken  by  Dr.  Howe  and  Colonel 
Higginson  in  the  enterprise  has  also  been  related,  and  need 
not  be  remarked  upon  further.  Dr.  Howe  shrank  at  first 
from  acknowledging  his  connection  with  Brown,  and  dis- 
tressed some  of  his  friends  thereby  ;  for  he  was  overcome 
by  the  contemplation  of  results  which  he  might  have  fore- 
seen, but  did  not.  Higginson  desired  even  greater  publicity 
for  the  truth  than  then  seemed  necessary,  and  the  records 
which  he  has  preserved  are  of  material  value  in  confirming 
any  authentic  account  of  the  conspiracy.' 

1  Brown's  wcrrt  committee  kept  no  rccorda,  and  it»  niembera  gentrally 
dpHlrovPil  (heirli-tters  toench  other  after  his  CHptun-,  so  that  noliody  shovihl 
l«  injiireil  hy  what  had  been  written.  Mrs.  Genit  Smith  wrote  lo  air  in 
-Taniinry,  1871,  what  I  hail  heiird  from  her  son-in-law  Chsrles  Miller  in  N»- 
-lemtier,  1359  ;  "  limncJiately  after  the  Harper's  Ferry  affair  Mr.  Smith 
dpstroyed  all  the  li-tters  touching  Brown'n  moTemi'nta  which  he  had  re- 
ceived from  persons  in  any  dean's  privy  to  those  moveraenla  ;  and  he  took 
it  for  gmntpd  that  his  own  «imilar  letti-rs  to  othere  had  been  dcHtroyed." 
In  replying  (Jan.  16.  18741,  1  said  :  "  My  first  proreedinj[  upon  hearing  of 
the  ult«i'k  at  Harper's  Ferry,  was  lo  ro  over  carefully  all  Ihe  p«[iers  and 
letters  tlicn  in  my  hands,  and  destroy  all  thnt  could  implicate  ftlr.  Smith 
or  other  jwrsons.  Two  months  later,  when  John  A.  Andre*  placed  in  my 
hanrts  my  own  letters  to  Brown  (with  a  few  fram  other  persons!  which  Mr. 
Phillips  had  bronght  down  from  Noith   KIba,  flftcr  the  funeral  therf,   I 
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Although  not  specially  a  frieiid  of  iJohii  Browu  bofora 
then,  the  llostun  sculptor  Brackett  was  oue  et  those  pro 
fouudly  impressed  by  his  heroism  at  Harper's  Ferry. 
had  8et?n  Hrown  onea  in  a  Boston  street  in  1857,  and  b 
attracted  by  the  dignity  of  his  mien.  The  impression  t. 
and  afterwards  maile,  kindled  a  glowing  desire  to  perpetuate 
ill  marble  this  remarkable  man.  The  story  of  hia  bust  of 
BrowD,  as  he  told  it  at  the  tiue,  runs  thus :  - 

"  I  ooiild  Imrdly  sleep  »r  ent,  so  absurMng  ms  iho  dc«ire  thnt  Ifluk  1 
|H»isessi>iii  of  mf  TDiDil.  I  hail  no  monfj  to  muke  rhr  joiiruoy  M 1 
Virginia,  anil  I  Guallj  u-eui,  tn  lura,  to  Dr.  Uowe  and  Weudetl  J 
Pliiltips,  requestJDg  it  loau  fur  the  purpoce.  Neither  of  them  c 
siilt^reit  It  iniirUe  bust  »f  Bruwu  reiiUy  iin[i<>rtaat,  with  no  iuhd;  niluir  ■ 
IhiugB  to  be  thouglit  of.  But  1  siiid  there  U  »d»  iiiNn  who  il  he  i 
not  help  me  will  lisien,  and  perhaps  give  me  runhDraiuMi ;  so  I  went  I 
to  Mr.  SienTDS-  Wlien  I  enterwl  hi»  counting. room  hp  wm  jiisl  f 
leaving  it  fir  Medford.  Id  a  fevi  niomeols,  while  walking  aloug  4 
with  hira,  r  Bxpluiii''d  in  brief  why  I  had  onme.  H«  replied:  *  Yoii  J 
are  right :  it  ought  tu  be  doue  ;  but  just  now  I  am  fully  ownpied  I 
efforts  to  obtain  funds  for  Brown's  defence.  I  will  mention  llie  mai- 
ler lu  Mrs.  Slearns ;  mme  to  lue  lo-murruw  miiniiog,  anil  j'ou  shall  1 
have  her  reply,'  I  did  m>;  when,  putting  the  mooej'  needful  ii 
nijr  bund,  bu  said:   'Mrs.  Slcama  snjrs,  "Takt>  ibat,  and    a*rt 

wpnl  ortT  those  also  rar^fiiUy,  before  I  kfl  Boston  ihut  day,  and  dPMmyNl  I 
whit  wauld  implicate  othen.  Bui  same  of  tho  correi|HindrDa!  uf  1S59-S9'  1 
had  iodgeil  with  Hieodore  Tu-Vpr.  and  mme  hack  to  nie  a  year  or  two  aftrr  1 
Ilia  ilcMh  :  thia  1  did  not  dotroy.  Colonel  lIiK^naon  ulso  h^d  retained  f 
wnin  of  the  li-ltern  wbivh  (Mueil  through  my  hands,  with  copife  of  nunj  1 
thnt  bi-  wrote  to  me  ur  to  Bronn.  unci  all  these  stUl  exist.  It'  in  likely  I 
Mr*.  Sb'arns  has  documnuis  (ouctUng  the  matter.  I  should  doubt  if  Dr.  4 
Bowe  bad  many :  but  Vice-rraaidont  Wilson  told  me,  same  weeks  1^0^  J 
that  he  had  n.'oovored  sn  important  lelinr  iif  hi*  own,  vhicb  in  lSfi9*.6<t  J 
wu  auppiiuid  to  be  loet,  wbim  il  went  to  Canada  or  tomewhen,  bnt  baa  1 
now  gol  boma  again.  Il  eannot,  tbenfore.  ba  aaMimed  tliat  all  wrlttea  ] 
•vidence  in  ibe  caan  is  lost."  In  tut,  I  bare  nlniw  found  etveral  of  th«  1 
autM  whirli  [lasseil  between  memben  of  the  secnst  committee.  Hera  is  one 
from  Ur.  Steunia,  coui^eming  a  meeting  at  Tlieoilore  Parker's  house,  to 
connull  about  raising  money  for  Brown  :  — 

BoRoif,  SepL  t».  lU*. 
Iinil,     I  ihnaM  fnttt  Sstuplar  i( 
Fukt*  and  reunair.    r'-       " 
Dr.Uowa      trrmdi 
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iinuii'diately;"  adU  ibese  are  Let  instnictions :  "Jubn  Brown  trill 
refuse  Ui  have  his  busl  bikea ;  hn  will  say,  '  All  nongeDsc ;  better  give 
ihe  moDcy  to  the  poor! '  And  if  Mr.  Bracbett  replica  that  posterity 
will  want  to  know  how  he  looked,  he  may  aJsu  say,  '  No  oousequi-iK« 
to  posterity  hnw  I  looked;  better  give  the  money  to  the  poor!'  Tlien, 
if  every  argument  fuila  to  couvince  lilm,  let  Mr.  Brackctt  any  tliitl 
be  has  cuuie  at  the  express  wish  and  cipeuee  of  Mrs.  Stenrus,  and 
tbat  she  will  be  deeply  disappuinted  if  he  relurua  without  the  meos- 
urement-t." '  The  neni  morning  I  waa  on  luy  way  to  Virgiulu,  aud 
found  on  arriving  at  Charlestown  that  1  had  not  come  an  hour  tim 
soon.  The  exciteuicut  iiver  the  arrival  of  a  stranger  from  the  North 
wa«  iiil«iige  aod  ridiculous.  I  whb  seized,  and  only  esuaped  impriauu- 
ment  by  appealing  to  Mr.  Griswold.  whose  services  bad  bevu  seoured 
for  the  defeune.  Through  his  efforts  nud  iuDuence  the  uffirials  were 
reassured,  and  I  was  allowed  to  aiwiiipaoy  him  to  the  prison,  but 
nut  tu  eroM  the  threshold.  Through  the  open  door  I  saw  the  object 
of  my  pilgrimage  quietly  roadiag.  hut  heavily  loaded  with  obaioo. 
He  was  sitting  in  a  chair,  with  both  hands  chained,  and  hia  feet 
chained  to  the  floor.  Ouly  those  who  eaw  him  iu  tliat  niiserable 
prison  can  have  any  adequate  eonceptinD  of  the  moral  grandenr  of 
bis  presence  1  Everybody  and  everyrbing  was  dwarfed  in  com- 
pariaou.  He  looked  up  froiii  bis  book,  wlieu  addressed  by  bis  oouneel, 
anil  listened  aiteulively  to  the  request  conveyed  from  ine.  Impressive 
OS  the  scene  was.  I  eiiuld  Dot  restrain  a  smile  when  his  n>p1y  repeated 
the  very  words  of  Mrs.  Steams,  — '  Notumte!  AS  nonaense !  Bet- 
ter give  Ihe  iiiuiiey  to  the  poor  I '  When  Mr.  Griswold  said  be  roast 
remember  that  he  was  becoming  famous,  and  that  posterity  would 
like  to  see  bow  be  looked,  the  prophecy  waa  again  ful&lled,  and  the 
resp*<nse  eniiie,  even  more  emphatic,  —  '  No  comequttKe  to  posltritj/ 
hoK  I  looted  I  Give  the  mouey  to  the  poor ! '  For  simie  time  Mr, 
Griswold  lalmred  to  chauge  his  purpose,  but  finally  returned  to  ma 
(still  slauding  ontsido  the  door)  and  said:  'It  is  no  uae,  ho  will  not 
yield  one  jot.  I  am  sorry  for  your  disappointment,  but  it  is  usiJesa 
arguing  further.'  The  moment  then  bad  come  for  '  ibe  last  resort.' 
'  Please  say  to  bim  that  I  have  rame  at  the  express  wish  and  peeuui- 
&ry  expense  of  Mrs.  Stcnrna,  and  that  she  will  be  deeply  disappointed 
if  I  n'tuni  without  the  measurements  for  a  bust.'  I  watched  his  face 
eagerly  while  Mr,  Griswold  repeated  ^^  him  these  words,  on  wbieh 
hung  all  iny  hopea,  As  he  listened,  I  could  see  signs  of  interest, 
mingled  with  surprise,  in  bis  face  i  then  a  grave  thoaKhlfulneHB. 
Presently  his  hands  dropped  at  bis  sides,  and  be  seemed  lost  in 
thought.  Then,  lifliug  his  head  and  stmighteiiing  himself  ap,  he 
•aid,  with  emotion :  '  Anythiug  Sir.  or  Mrs.  Stearns  desira.  Taka 
lie  measurements.' "  _ 
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The  measure  in  ents  were  thus  eecured,  and  the  bust  waq 
made.  It  shows  to  what  extent  the  artist  was  iospired  I 
his  subject,  and  faithlnlly  represents  the  moral  subliiuit] 
of  the  mart)T.  Charles  .Siuuuer  excluimed  on  seeing  ia 
"  There  ia  nothing  the  sun  shines  upon  bo  like  Michac 
Angelo's  Moses  I "  and  the  art  critic  Jarves  said :  "  If  I 
some  future  age  it  should  be  dug  up,  men  would  ask,  Whi 
old  divinity  is  this  ?  "  It  is  an  idealized  portrait  of  Itrovr 
yet   reeailing  the   features  of    the   man,   as   well  as 

Mention  must  be  omitted  of  the  other  friends  of  Brown  ^ 
oor  need  I  dwell  on  my  own  friendship  with  him,  which  this  ^ 
volume  suflieiently  attests.  My  opinions  were  those  ot  j 
Brown,  of  Parker,  of  Emerson,  Thoreau,  SmiUi,  and  Uta  \ 
older  men  who  foresaw  the  catastrojjhe  of  Auierican  slavery.  * 
On  the  day  of  his  death  Brown  [lenned  this  senlenoe,  whiiJll  ] 
he  tianded  to  one  of  his  guards  in  the  prison  :  — 

CBAFtLEiTOWK,  Va.,  Dec.  2.  IS69. 

I,  John  Brown,  am  now  qiiii*  certiim  tlial  the  criiiica  of  tliis  guUiy  ] 
Uud  will  never  lie  piirgeil  awnj'  Iiut  with  IiIihk].  I  hud,  as  I  c 
ttiiok  vatnly,  dultcred  uiysetf  tlint  without  vctj  much  bluuilsheJ  it  j 
might  be  dune. 

A  week  before,  Parker  had  written  from  Rome  to  Francl( 
Jackson  in  Boston  :  "  A  few  years  ago  it  did  not  seem  difl 
cult  first  to  check  slavery,  and  then  to  end  it,  without  i 
bloodshed.     I  think  this  cannot  be  done  now,  nor  ever  inS 
the  future.     All  the  great  charters  of  humanity  have  beeo  T 
writ  in  blood.     I  once  hoped  that  of  American  Dcmocnwy  J 
would  lie  engrossed  in  less  costly  ink ;  but  it  is  plun  novj 
that  our  pilgrimage  must  lead  through  a  Red  Sea,  whereia 
many  a  Pharaoh  will  go  under  and  perish."    So  it  hapl 
peiied }  and  not  only  the  Pharaohs,  but  the  leaders  of  thM 
peojde  perished.      Standing  on  thn  battle-field  at  Gettytw 
burg,  four  years  after  Brown's  execution  (Nov.  19,  18*  '" 
Abraham   Lincoln   pronounced   his  eulogy  on  those  i 
"  gave  their  lives  that  the  nation  might  live,"  calling  on  hifl" 
hearers  to  resolve  "that  thesv  dcAd  shall  not  have  died 
in  vain ;   that   this  nation,  under  Qod,  shall  have  a  n«w 
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birth  of  freedom  i  and  that  government  of  the  people,  by 
the  people  and  for  the  people,  shall  not  perish  from  tlu 
earth,"  — thus  echoing  the  very  words  of  Parker,  so  often 
heard  in  prayer  and  sermon  from  his  Boston  pulpit.  !Kok 
long  afterward  Lincoln  hiiuselt'  fell,  the  last  great  victim  in 
the  struggle,  as  John  Brown  had  been  its  hvst  great  martyr.  - 
Henceforth  their  n' ;-:--.^  ^j^^  their  words  i 


bered  together,  —  he  condemned  convict  at 

Charlestown  and  tu  isful  statfsmaa  at  Gettys- 

burg going  down  *  ;he  highest  range  of  elo- 

quencs  in  our  tin  rare  men  whom  Lincoln 

commemorated  we  ie  at  the  call  of  a  great 

people ;  they  were  e  resources  and  the  ardor 

of  millions.     I  mu  let  my  old  friend,  lonely, 

"  poor,  persecutpd,  n  with  hia  handful  of  fol- 

lowers on  the  outpost  ot  freedom,  our  own  batteries  trained 
upon  him  as  the  furious  enemy  swept  him  away  in  the  storm 
of  their  vengeance;  and  then  I  see  that  history  will  exalt 
his  fame  with  that  of  the  liberators  of  mankind,  who  sealed 
their  testament  of  benefactions  with  the  blood  of  noble 
hearts. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 
!  FOBAT  IN   VIRGINIA. 


TT  SO  happens  that  Brown  left  behind  him  a  brief  Diary, 
-^  serving  as  a  key  to  his  correspondence  from  the  time  he 
reached  Michigan  with  his  freedmen  in  March,  1859,  to  the 
final  arrangements  for  hia  campaign  in  October.  Printed 
here  with  notes  and  comments,  this  Diary  will  make  plain 
what  might  not  be  so  clear  from  his  letters  alone,  consider^ 
ing  that  most  of  Brown's  own  letters  of  this  year  were  de- 
stroyed, either  by  those  who  received  them  or  by  members 
of  the  family  who  feared  thftt  they  would  compromise  his 
friends. 

JOBK   BBOWK'S  latest  DIABT. 

Fmm  Detroit,  Uartk  10, 1859,  to  the  Keimedtf  Farm,  October  9. 

Mardt  10.  Wrote  Augastua  Wattles  to  eocloee  to  E.  nod  A. 
King;  miso  wnit«  Frederick  Dougtnsa  at  Dcln>U;  also  wrote  W. 
Penn  Clarke,  Iowa  Cit; ;  alao  C-  P.  Tidd.     Gave  Kngi  $1  25. 

March  16.  Wrote  J.  B.  GriuDeU.  Wrote  A.  Htul«tt,  Indiana 
P.  O.,  Indiftna  County,  Pa. 

March  25.  Wrote  wife  and  children  to  write  me,  care  of  Amvri- 
rsn  Huuw,  Tn.y,  N.  Y.  Enclosed  draft  for  fI50.  J.  H.  Kngi, 
Ur. :  To  enah  for  Carpenter,  five  dollarB.  Clinton  Gilroy,  Esq., 
New  Ijiindon,  Cimn. 

[Bctwern  the  datee  March  25  and  Jnne  16,  Brown  wm  at  Peier- 
b(.ro'  (April  11-14),  at  Conc-.rd  (Mny  7-0),  at  Boaton  (May  »-June 
3|,  nnd  at  Ncirth  Elba  (Jane  6-9).] 

Wett  Andover,  Ohio,  June  18.  Burrowed  John's  old  cnmpau, 
and  left  my  own,  togethpr  with  Gunley's  book,  with  faim  at  West 
Andover;  h1s>i  borrowed  hip  small  Jacob  stuff;  also  gave  him  fiir  ex- 
penses 6fteen  dolUra ;  write  liiiii,  under  co*er  tu  Horace  Lindsley, 
Wen  Andorer.     Henry  C.  Carpenter. 

June  21,  Gaire  J.  H.  Kagi  fifty  dullan  for  ezpeiwM  at  CU-n- 
land. 
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June  23.  Wrote  vnSe  and  children,  and  enckiged  five  doUara. 
Also  wn>te  J.  Heorie  Kngi  lu  inquire  ftt  Bedfuid  fur  letters,  If 
Done  f"uii>l,  be  will  wait. 

June  ^.  Wnitu  J.  Henrie  that  he  will  Gad  a  line  at  Chambem- 
burg,  or  three  Smiths  anil  Anderaun. 

Junt  29.  Wrote  Horace  Ore<'le;  &  Co.,  enclosing  three  dollani 
for  "  New  York  Tribune."     Gave  WalBon  fifty  dollars  f..f  P. 

jMne  30.  Wiiite  J.  Renrie  to  write  1.  Smith  6l  Si>as  at  Harper's 
Furry,  if  he  needs  to  du  so. 

July  5.  Wrote  Jobs  and  Juaon  about  freight,  etc. ;  also  wife ; 
also  Charles  Bluir  tu  forward  freight;  also  to  wrile  I.  Suiitb  &  Sona 
at  Chauihersburg.  Gave  Oliver  for  expeuses  $160.  Gavij  Stephens 
for  expenses,  June  17,  at  West  Anduver,  $25. 

July  8.  Wroto  Johu,  eucloBing  two  fifty-dollar  dmfls.  Gftve 
Jolm  Heiirie  forty  dollars  fur  expenses. 

July  12.  Wrote  Johu  Heurie  and  J.  Smith.  Also  Jaeub  FrCTj, 
Esq ,  slxiut  hogs. 

July  22.  Wrote  John,  enclowug  draft  for  $100.  with  instructions. 
Alflo  wrote  Wulsou  some  iuatroctioua.     AL<o  John  Heurie. 

July  37.  Wrote  wife  and  ehild(pu  for  Watsou  nut  to  set  oat  till 
we  write  hiin. 

August  2.  Wnito  wife  for  Wjiison  Jind  Dauphin  Thompson  to 
come  on ;  also  ivrutc  James  N.  Gluucest^  and  J.  Heurie. 

August  6.    Wrote  J.  Henrie. 

August  8.  Wrote  same  ;  also  wife  and  children  that  Iriends  had 
nnived,  and  aboai  wintering  stock.     Date  nhored  to  August  11. 

August  16.     Wrote  wife  iitid  Jolin,  Jr.,  fiir  itistructjons,  ete. 

August  17.     Wrote  Jason  for  hox,  etc. 

August  18.     Wrote  P.  B.  8[ftnbom]  aud  other  friends.* 

August  24.     Wrote  Chnries  Blair. 

Seylember  9.     Wrote  wife,  F.  B.  8[anbom],  Frederick  DouglasB, 

'  This  was  about  the  time  thnt  Douglnss  visited  Bronn  st  Chimbrn- 
biirg.  Tlie  piir|ioae  of  Brown's  letter  to  me  wos  to  miw  three  bundled 
doltsn  more,  gince  he  was  delayed  for  want  of  moni^y  ;  uid  I  undertook  to 
nise  it.  On  the  4th  of  September  I  hiwl  sent  him  two  hiuidnd  dojkri,  of 
which  Dr.  Howe  gave  fifty  ;  on  the  14th  I  had  all  bnt  thirty-lire  dollars  of 
the  remaining  hundred.  Colonel  Hipfpnson  having  sent  me  twenty  dullani 
I  think  thf  balance  was  paid  by  Hr.  Stenrns,  wliu  on  the  8th  of  September 
had  B-ritten  thus  to  Uigginson  :  "By  reading  Mr.  Sonbom'ii  note  tome  a 
sMonci  time,  I  see  that  the  ent'lnsed  ought  to  hove  bten  sent  to  you  with 
hie  note.  Plmw  read  it  and  enclose  again  to  him.  I  hope  you  will  be 
)  giit  the  firty  dollars.  We  have  dona  all  we  could,  and  foil  abort 
rfiCtyuyet."  The  "  enclosed  "  ban  was  an  urgent  appeal  from 
mbersburg  for  money. 
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Jaines  N.  GIuucoBt^r,  J.  W.  L[ogUMi] ;  «lao  came  od  the  !20tli  a 
Si'ptiiiiiber. 

Octobtr  1.     Wrnte  trif<a  and  chitdren  on  Tarioua  mntCcrs,- 
terliig  stock,  mnaey,  etc.     Also  wrute  (in  J.  B.,  Jr.)  Iiuiui-,  ».uA  ■ 
[lievtUnd.     Als.1  J.  B.  L.  (September  SI  aud  October  I). 

October  8.     Wrote  wife  iiud  childreu  iibout  liell  und  Manha,  i 
fl  wrile  J..hn. 

{To  tUia  paper  waa  added  tlie  (tilluwing.] 

Kamea  of  Men  to  Call  upon  for  Attisfance. 

Isanc    J.   White    and   Willinm    BurgcM,   Carlisle,   CambcrlnnJ 

!^ouDty,  Pa.;  J»M>pL  A.  Cronk-y,  Eliiu  Rudsp,  and  Jutju 

Bedfunl,  Pa. ;  E.  D.  Buawtt,  716  Loiuburd  Strt-et,  Philudflpbia 

Johu  D.  Scovillo. 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  Diary  Is  incoinpUte,  Darning  but 
a  portiun  of  the  It^tters  that  Itrowu  wrote  in  this  period, 
and  spccifyiDg  less  tlian  half  bis  expenses,  which  from 
March  10  to  October  16  must  have  exceeded  twenty-five 
haodred  dollars.  His  sources  of  revenue  have  already  been 
pointed  nut ;  but  they  may  be  luore  plainly  indicated,  now 
that  it  is  no  longer  invidious  to  be  known  as  the  friend  of 
John  Brown.  When  he  reached  Canada  from  Kansas  with 
his  rescued  fugitives,  his  eichequer  was  nearly  exhausted, 
although  he  had  supplied  it  to  some  extent  in  Kansas  by 
collecting  debts  and  property  belonging  to  the  defunct 
Ifational  Comiuittee,  as  has  been  mentioned.' 

■  An  grjdence  of  thi«  b  TooDd  fn  the  followinf;  notiflution  to  one  of 
Mr.  Whfttnui'a  Kanau  agonti,  tweire  moiitb*  before  tbe  itlack  on  Har- 
Brt'a  Fonr  :  — 

Ormiir*.  ObI  7.  »«•■ 
Wk  JoDf  T.  Cox. 

IK,  -  Toil  nn  hmhy  BoUad  that  I  hiHd  rJilmt  IffillHt  Uw  MtUolul  RluM 


1)  «U  ui  imliT.  **  I  (hall 


Ujou 


Of  the  Mm*  date  b  the  rallowing  leoeipt :  — 
ItiirE)ir.1  u  agent  Hutlmul  Kinau  OKiiinlttf)^  of  J.  T.  On.  tmn  nir 
tm  •hLTu.  vived  la  hln  eiutul;  h]>  K  B.  WUInu,  M  weal  nt  ulit  rrmn 
BriHatiUnUea.  Johi  Unnwi 
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The  following  letter  from  John  Brown  to  Kagi  gi^ea  hia 

own  TL'port  of  the  success  he  had  in  raising  niouey  nt  Gerrit 
Smith's,  aud  of  the  arrangement  proposed  by  Mr.  Sinich  for 
the  support  of  the  Virginia  eampaign  of  185'J :  — 

John  Brourn  to  Kagi.  "^^ 

■CRT.  M-  v.,  April  U.  lat 

Df.ar  Sir,  —  I  am  ivpyant*  to  uke  me  Iioma ; 

have  lieea  quite  pr  'Ijule  liino  sitiee  you  left  me 

at  Jiihii's.  with  the  i  uiiil  ear,  and  with  the  ague 

in  eouRcquenee.     I  A'  XoT.     Ilai)  a  guud  vfaut  at 

Rochester,  but  did  not  i  a  fiml-rdHj  Qiiie  at  Pci«r- 

bony ;  gut  of  Mr.  Smi  irly  iiue  liucidn^d  and  sixty 

dullarE,  und  B.  note  («  d  uup)  fur  two  huodi-ed  and 

eighiy-five  dollars.  item  fricode  lii  make  up  at 

least  iwu  thi'usnnd  di>iiiir»,  saying  Iw  wiis  i[i  fur  our  fifth  the  amount. 
I  feel  encouraged  to  believe  it  will  soon  be  done,  and  wish  you  tu  let 
our  fidks  hII  round  underataud  bow  ilie  prospects  arc.  Siill,  it  will 
be  some  days  (mid  it  may  be  weeks)  before  1  run  get  ready  to  return. 
I  sIihII  nut  l>e  idlo.  If  you  have  found  iny  writing-case  and  papers, 
please  fc)rward  tliem  without  delay,  by  express,  to  Henry  Thompson, 
North  EU)a,  Essex  County,  N.  Y. 

Your  friend  in  truth,  B. 

J.  H.  Eagi.  Esq. 

Kagi  replied  to  this  on  the  21st  and  27th  of  April,  while 
Brown  was  at  Korth  Elba;  but  no  answer  came  from  Brown 
until  he  had  been  a  week  in  Boston,  after  his  last  visit  to 
Concord,  May  7-9,  1859.  He  then  wrote  as  follows  from 
the  United  States  Hotel  in  Boston,  where  he  was  then 
lodging :  — 

John  Brown  to  Kagi. 

BoBTOK,  Mass.,  Hay  III,  1B59. 

Dear  Sir,  —  I  should  have  acknowledged  the  reoeipt  of  yours  of 
April  21,  lo  Henry  Thompson,  logelher  wilh  writing-rase  and 
pnpers  (all  safe,  so  far  as  I  now  ore),  and  also  yours  of  April  27  to 
me,  but  for  bring  badly  down  with  the  ngue,  —  bo  much  so  as  to 
disquiilify  me  for  cverythiug.  nearly.  I  have  been  here  going  on 
two  weeks,  and  am  getting  better  for  two  days  past;  but  am  very 
weak.  I  wish  ycm  to  ssy  to  our  fiilks,  all  na  soon  as  may  he,  that 
there  is  scarce  a  doubt  but  that  all  will  be  set  right  in  a  very  few 


1859.]  THE  FORAY  IN  VIRGINIA*  628 

days  mure,  su  that  I  can  be  on  my  way  back.     They  mast  none  of 

thein  thiuk  I  have  been  slack  to  try  and  urge  forward  a  delicate  and 

very  difficult  matter.     I  cannot  now  write  you  a  long  letter,  being 

obliged  to  neglect  replying  to  others,  and  also  to  put  off  some  very 

important  correspondence.     My  reception  has  been  everywhere  most 

cordial  and  cheering.  Your  friend  in  truth, 

John  Bbown. 
J.  H.  Kagi,  Esq. 

A  brief  no^  from  Mr.  Steams,  May  27,  1859,  has  this 
passage  ;  "  We  are  getting  on  slowly,  —  about  fifty  dollars 
per  day ;  and  if  Crerrit  Smith  accepts,  will  send  the  old  man 
off  early  next  week."  This  was  done,  and  the  '^accept- 
ance "  of  Mr.  Smith  was  shown  by  his  sending  Brown  two 
hundred  dollars  early  in  June.  I  have  accounts  of  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  given  by  Smith  to  Brown  during 
1859,  while  Mr.  Steams  in  that  year  gave  him  more  than 
a  thousand  dollars.  Out  of  a  little  more  than  four  thou- 
sand dollars  in  money  which  passed  through  the  hands  of 
the  secret  committee  in  aid  of  his  Virginia  enterprise,  or 
was  known  to  them  as  contributed,  at  least  thirty-eight  hun- 
dred dollars  were  given  with  a  clear  knowledge  of  the  use 
to  which  it  would  be  put 

When  the  Boston  visit  was  over,  and  Brown  had  again 
spent  a  few  days  at  North  Elba,  he  wrote  thus:  — 

Keene,  N.  Y.,  Jnne  9,  1859. 

Dear  Sir,  —  After  being  delayed  with  sickness  and  other  hin- 
drances, I  am  so  far  on  mj  way  back,  and  hf>pe  to  be  in  Ohio  within 
the  coming  week.  Will  you  please  advise  the  friends  all  of  the  fart, 
and  say  to  them  that  as  soon  as  I  do  reach,  I  will  let  them  know 
where  I  will  be  foand.     I  have  been  middling  successful  in  my 

business.  Yours  in  truth, 

John  Bbown. 
J.  Henrik,  Esq. 

Before  leaving  Westport,  June  10,  Brown  probably  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Gerrit  Smith,  mentioned  in  the  letter 
of  June  4,  which  is  given  below  with  corrections  from 
the  copy  published  soon  after  Brown's  capture,  that  first 
directed  attention  toward  Mr.  Smith  as  one  of  Brown's 
friends  in  his  last  campaign :  — 
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Pktbrbobo',  June  i,  1859. 
Caitaik  John  B&own. 

My  deab  Friend,  — ^I  wrote  yoo  u  week  i%k»,  directing  iny  IsIIct 
tu  the  care  uf  Mr.  Sl«arne.  He  replied,  iufuruiiiig  me  l\\M  he  hod 
f.irwurded  it  to  Weatpurt ;  but  as  Mr.  Murtoa  received  last  evening  a 
letter  from  Mr.  SiiiiUirn,  saying  yuur  address  would  be  yuur  auu'a 
hume,  —  numelj,  West  Andiiver,  —  I  therefore  write  you  wiiho'Jt  de- 
lay, and  direct  yiurlftterlo  your  eon.  I  have  done  what  I  could  thus 
fnr  for  Kansiis,  and  what  1  could  to  keep  yuu  at  your  KansHa  wiirk. 
LnsscB  by  indorsement  and  olherwiee  have  brought  se  under  heavy 
embarrassment  the  liut  two  years,  but  I  must,  nevertheless,  continue 
to  do,  in  order  to  keep  you  hi  your  Kansus  work.  I  send  you  here- 
with :ny  draft  for  two  hundrtHl  dullurf.  Let  me  hear  from  yuu 
oQ  the  receipt  of  this  letter.  You  live  in  our  heitrts,  and  our  prayer 
to  God  is  that  you  iiiuy  have  etrengtli  to  euutinuc  in  your  KaasJU 
work.  My  wife  joins  ine  iu  afreetiouat«  regard  to  you,  de&r  John, 
whom  we  both  hold  iu  very  high  esteem.  1  soppose  yuu  put  the 
Whitman  note  into  Mr.  Stearns's  hands.  It  will  he  a  grpat  stiame  if 
Mr.  Whitmai)  does  not  pay  it.  What  a  noble  man  is  Mr.  Sleams!* 
Uow  liberally  he  bos  coatribuled  to  keep  you  in  yuur  Kansas  work  ! 
Your  friend, 

Gekbit  Smith. 

On  the  same  day  that  Mr,  Smith  sent  the  letter  last 
cited,  I  wiute  to  HiggLnsou  from  Concord :  — 

June  4,  1S59. 
Brown  has  set  out  on  his  expedition,  having  got  some  eight  hun- 
dred dollars  from  all  soureeg  except  from  Mr.  Stearns,  and  from  him 

■  To  those  who  could  read  between  the  line",  this  letter  diBcloMd  tbo 
vfaoto  method  of  the  secivt  committee,  No  one  of  them  mi^ht  know  Many 
Hivtin  time  where  Br>vi-u  »iia,  biit  some  other  nm  sure  to  know.  —  and  in 
thi^  one  note  bnr  ptMwiatt  are  named  who  mifht  be  at  any  lime  in  eommn- 
nication  with  Brown  wherever  he  wis,  —  fTeoi'go  L.  Strarna,  Kdwin  Mnr- 
tnn,  F.  B.  Sanborn,  and  Mr.  Smith  himaelF.  The  phrase  "  Kanus  nork  " 
niiideil  none  of  these  persons,  who  nl!  knew  that  Bromi  had  fiiinlly  |«fl 
Kansas  and  was  to  nperate  henOTforth  in  the  slave  Statps.  The  hundred 
dollars  jjiven  by  Mt.  Smith  April  H,  nddi^l  to  tho  two  hmidred  mmri  in 
thii  letter,  and  the  note  of  E.  B.  Whitman,  of  Kanwu.  whicli  Brown  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Smith,  make  np  fire  hundred  and  ei([hty-fivn  dollars,  nt 
more  than  one-lifth  of  the  two  thousand  doIUra  which  he  told  Rruwn  he 
would  help  his  " Eaat^-m  Friends"  rains.  TIioeh-  fnendB  were  Slwims, 
Howe,  Higginson.  and  Sanborn, — for  Pniker  was  then  in  E^mpe,  and 
luiabJe  to  contribute. 
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the  balanee  of  two  thonsand  dollare ;  Mr.  S being  a  man  who, 

'^  having  put  his  hand  to  the  plow,  turneth  not  back."  Brown  left 
Boston  for  Springfield  and  New  York  on  Wednesday  inomiug  at  8.30, 
and  Mr.  Stearns  has  probably  gone  to  New  York  to-day,  to  make  final 
arrangements  for  him.  Brown  means  to  be  on  the  ground  as  soon 
as  he  can,  perhaps  so  as  to  begin  by  the  4th  of  July.  He  could 
not  say  where  he  should  be  for  a  few  weeks,  but  letters  are  addressed 
to  him,  under  cover  to  his  son  John,  Jr.,  at  West  Audover,  Ohio. 
This  point  is  not  far  from  where  Brown  will  begiu,  and  his  sou  will 
communicate  with  him.  Two  of  his  sons  will  go  with  him.  He  is 
desirous  of  getting  some  one  to  go  to  Canada,  and  collect  recruits  for 
him  among  the  fugitives,  —  with  Harriet  Tubman  or  alone,  as  the 
c«se  may  be. 

This  letter  shows  I  had  then  no  thought  that  the  attack 
would  be  made  at  Harper's  Ferry ;  nor  had  Mr.  Stearns,  to 
whom  I  was  in  the  habit  of  talking  or  writing  about  this 
matter  every  few  days.  I  have  no  doubt  he  knew  as  much 
as  I  did  about  the  general  plan,  while  Mr.  Smith  knew 
more.  On  the  6th  of  October  —  ten  days  before  the  attack 
was  made  —  I  wrote  to  Higginson,  ''The  three  hundred 
dollars  desired  has  been  made  up  and  received.  Four  or 
five  men  will  be  on  the  ground  next  week,  from  these 
regions  and  elsewhere."  These  facts  were  all  known  to 
Mr.  Stearns,  who  within  a  fortnight  of  the  outbreak  was  in 
consultation  with  Mr.  Lewis  Hayden,  and  other  colored  men 
of  Boston,  about  forwarding  recruits  to  Brown.  I  think  he 
paid  some  of  the  expenses  of  these  recruits,  as  Merriam 
certainly  did. 

As  Brown  was  setting  forth  for  Virginia,  he  wrote 
thus :  — 

John  Brown  to  his  Family. 

UNrrED  States  Hotel,  Boston,  May  18,  1859. 

Dear  Wife  and  Children,  all,  —  I  wrote  you  fh>m  Troy  last 
week,  saying  I  had  sent  on  the  balance  of  articles  I  intended  to  bay, 
and  that  it  might  be  well  to  call  on  James  A.  Allen,  Westport,  for 
them  soon.  I  would  now  say,  if  yon  are  not  in  a  strait  for  them 
it  may  be  as  well  to  defer  sending  for  a  little,  as  I  expect  soon  to  be 
at  home  again,  and  may  in  that  case  be  able  to  save  considerable 
expense.  They  are  all  directed  to  John  firown  at  Westport.  I  feel 
now  very  confident  of  ultimate  succme,  Wx.  Vv;^  \ft\sfe  ^^«5ok^^  -k^W 
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hitve  the  ague  to  tiioder  ue  some  Utely-     Muy  Gud  be  ttie  poitiun 

of  j-oa  hH  1 

Yuui'  ufTectiitDHite  bUEbaad  a,ail  father, 

JOHS  Bbowx. 

Boston,  Mass.,  May  19,  1SS9. 
Dear  Wike  and  Childhkn,  all,  —  r  intend  io  lie  with  joa 
again  next  v/uvk ;  but  aa  I  maj  fuil  to  bring  it  about,  I  now  write  to 
t»y  to  WntAtn  und  Oliver  that  1  thiuk  it  <]">(<>  certain  that  1  shall 
ver;  soon  be  off  for  the  southwest,  au  that  the;  niiij  (I  think  eafrl;} 
ealoulate  their  business  aoconlingly.  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  my 
Buuiiner  clothiog  put  in  order,  su  far  as  It  can  be  di>ac  cotnfurtably  ; 
I  have  bad  no  shnko  nriw  fi>r  five  dafii,  and  atn  gelttag  quite  Einart 
agnJD,  and  my  hearing  improvee.  You  all  taaj  as  well  be  still  about 
iDj  moveuienta.    GimI  bless  yuu  all ! 

Your  affectionate  busband  and  father, 

JoHn  Browh. 

Akron.  Ohio.  June  83.  186B. 
Dear  Wipe  and  CutLDREM,  all,  —  My  best  wish  for  you  hII 
ia  that  you  mny  truly  love  God  and  tiis  eoinmandraenta.  Wa 
found  all  well  at  West  Andover,  and  all  middling  well  here.  I  have 
the  ague  some  yet.  t  sent  a  ciilf-skiii  fruiD  Troy  by  express,  directed 
to  WatwD  Brown,  North  Elba,  to  go  by  stage  from  Wuslport.  I 
DOW  enclose  five  dollars  to  help  you  funher  about  getting  up  a  good 
loom.  We  Blurt  for  the  Ohio  River  to-day.  Write  nie  uudnr  ©over 
to  John  at  West  Andover,  for  the  present.  The  frost  has  been  far 
more  dcBtructive  in  Weatem  New  Yorli  and  in  Ohio  thau  it  was 
in  Essex  County.  Fanners  here  are  mowing  the  finest -lookiog 
wheat  I  ever  saw,  for  fodder  only.  Jason  has  been  quite  a  sufferer. 
May  God  abundantly  bless  and  keep  you  all ! 

Your  affectionate  husband  and  father, 

John  Brows. 

John  Brnwn  to  J.  H.  Ka^ 

CHAHBERSBtTBR,  PENN.,  Jutie  30.  1SS9. 

JoRN  Hekrir,  Esq. 

Dkar  Sir,  —  We  leave  here  to-day  for  Harper's  Ferry,  via 
HHgerBtJ>wn.  When  yon  get  there  you  had  best  lo<ik  on  the  hotel 
register  fiir  I.  Smith  &  Sons,  withont  making  much  inquiry.  We 
shall  he  looking  for  cheap  lands  near  the  railroad  in  all  probability. 
Yiiu  ejin  write  I.  Smith  &  Sous,  at  Harper's  Ferry,  should  you  neeil 
iv  du  su,  Yours. *iu  truth, 

\.  Sima  yoas  Beowk]-. 
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The  "  three  Smiths  and  Anderson,"  mentioned  by  Brow 
in  Ilia  diary  for  June  27,  were  liimself  (■■  Isaac  Smith  "),  h 
two  BOiis,  Owen  ("  Wataon  Smith"),  aud  Oliver  (" 
Smith"),  and  his  henchman,  Jeriy  Audersop,  who  all  s 
peared  at  Hugerstowu  June  30,  and  spent  that  night  a 
tavern  there.     July  3,  these  four  were  at  Harper's  Fertj 
where  Brown's  lientenunl  Cnok  had  been  living  for  son 
months  ;  and  on  the  4th  they  strolled  up  the  river  road  o 
the  Maryland  side  toward  the  house  of  J.  C,  Unseld,  , 
Marylaud  slaveholder,  living  on  a  mountain  path  a  nitli 
northwest  of  the  Ferry.    Early  tluit  torenoon  Unseld  ridii 
down  to  tile  Ferry  met  them  strolling  along  the  edge  of  t' 
mountain  which  here  overlooks  the  I'otomau.     "Well,  g 
tlemen,"  said  the  planter,  '■  [  suppose  yuu  are  out  hunting 
minerals,  — gold  and  silver,  perhaps '.' "    '•  No,"  said  Brown, 
•'  we  want  to  buy  land ;  we  have  a  little  money,  and  want  to 
make  it  go  as  far  as  we  can.    How  much  is  land  worth  an  acre 
here?"     Being  told  that  it  ranged  from  fifteen  to  thirty 
dollars  in  that  neighborhood,  ho  said,  "  That  is  high ;  I 
tliought  I  could  buy  for  a  dollar  or  two  an  acre," 
said  the  Marylander,  "  not  here ;  if  you  expect  to  get  Itti 
for  that  price,  you  '11  have  to  go  farther  west,  —  to  Kansaa/J 
or  some  of  tliose  Territories  where  tliere  is  Congress  lai 
Where  are  you  from  ?  "     "  The  northern  part  of  New  Vorki 
State."     "  What  have  yon  followed  there  7  "      •'  Farmiug,*" 
said  Brown ;  bm  the  frost  had  been  so  heavy  of  lat«  j 
it  had  cut  off  their  crops,  tliey  could  not  make  anything 
there,  so  he  had  sold  out,  and  thought  they  would  come 
farther  south  and  try  it  awhile. 

Having  thns  satisfied  a  natural  curiosity,  Unseld  rode  o 
but  returning  some  hours  afterward,  he  again  met  Smiti 
and  biii  young  men  not  far  from  the  same  place.  "  I  haijj 
bfen  looking  round  yonr  country  up  here,"  said  he,  "  and  U 
is  a  very  fine  country,  —  a  pleasant  place,  a  fine  view.  The 
land  is  much  better  than  1  expected  to  find  it :  your  crops 
are  pnitty  good."  As  he  said  this  ho  pointed  to  where  the 
men  had  been  cutting  crajn,^  some  white  men  And  ! 
negroes  at  work  in  the  fields,  as  the  custom  is  there ;  f( 
Washington  Connlv  there  were  few  slaves  even  then,  a 
most  of  the  field  work  was  done  bj-  whitvs  or  fn^e-voloK 
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men.  Brown  then  asked  if  any  farm  in  the  neightx^hood 
was  for  sale.  "  Yes,  there  is  a  farm  four  miles  np  the  road 
here,  toward  Boonsborough,  owned  by  the  heirs  of  Dr.  Booth 
Kennedy ;  you  can  buy  that."  "  Can  I  rent  it  ? "  eaid 
Brown  ;  then  turning  to  liis  companions  he  said :  "  I  think 
we  had  better  rent  awhile,  until  we  get  better  acquainted, 
so  that  they  cannot  take  advantage  of  us  in  the  purcliase  of 
land."  To  this  they  appeared  to  assent,  and  Mr.  Unseld 
then  said :  "  Perhaps  you  can  rent  the  Kennedy  farm  ;  it  is 
for  sale  I  know."  Brown  then  turned  to  his  sons  and  said : 
"  Boys,  as  you  are  not  very  well,  you  had  better  go  back  and 
tell  the  landlord  at  Sandy  Monk  that  Oliver  and  1  shall  not 
be  there  to  dinner,  but  will  go  on  up  and  see  the  Kennedy 
place.  However,  you  can  do  as  you  please."  Watson  Brown 
looked  at  Anderson,  and  then  said,  "  We  will  go  with  you." 
"  Well,"  said  the  friendly  Marylander,  "  if  you  will  go  on 
with  me  up  to  my  house,  I  can  then  point  you  the  road  ex- 
actly." Arrived  there  he  invited  them  to  take  dinner,  for 
by  this  time  it  was  nearly  noon.  They  thanked  him,  bnt 
declined ;  nor  would  they  accept  an  invitation  to  "  drink 
aomethiug."  "  Well,"  said  Unseld,  "  if  you  must  go  on,  just 
follow  up  this  road  along  the  foot  of  the  monntain-,  It  is 
shady  and  pleasant,  and  yon  will  come  out  at  a  church  up 
here  about  three  miles.  Then  you  can  see  the  Kennedy 
house  by  looking  from  that  church  up  tlie  road  that  leads  to 
fioonsborongh,  or  you  can  go  right  across  and  get  into  the 
county  road,  and  follow  that  up."  Brown  sat  ;tnd  talked 
with  Unseld  for  a  while,  who  asked  him  "  what  he  expected 
to  follow,  up  yonder  at  Kennedy's  ?  "  adding  that  Brown 
"  could  not  more  than  make  a  living  there."  "  Well,"  said 
Brown,  "  my  business  has  been  buying  up  fat  cattle  and 
driving  them  on  to  the  State  of  New  York,  and  we  expect 
to  engage  in  that  again."  Three  days  later,  Unseld,  again 
jogging  to  or  from  the  Ferry,  again  met  the  gray-bearded 
rustic,  who  said :  "  I  think  that  place  will  suit  me ;  now 
just  give  me  a  description  where  I  can  find  the  widow  Ken- 
nedy and  the  administrator,"  which  Unseld  did.  A  few 
days  after,  he  once  more  met  the  new-comer,  and  found  Mr, 
Smith  had  rented  the  two  houses  on  the  Kennedy  farm.  — 
the  farm-house,  about  t\iree  WaAied  ^arda  from  the  public 
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road  on  the  west  side,  where,  as  Unseld  thouj^ht,  " 
a  very  pretty  show  for  a.  small  house,"  and  "tht 
which  stood  about  as  far  from  the  road  on  the  east  a 
"  hiddeu  by  shrubbery  in  the  suiumer  season,  pretty  n 
For  the  two  houses,  pastura  for  a  cow  and  horse,  and  ti 
wood,  from  July  till  Slarch,  Brown  paid  thirty-five  dollai 
as  he  took  pains  to  tell  Unseld,  showing  him  the  receipt  o 
the  widow  Kennedy. 

How  WU9  it  possible  to  mistrust  a  plain  Yankee  farmer  1 
and  cattle-drover  who  talked  in  that  way,  and  had  n 
rtealments,  no  ti-icks,  and  no  airs?     Evidently  the  Mary^j^ 
lander  did  not  once  mistrust  him,  though  he  rode  op  to  tb«^ 
Kennedy  farm  nearly  every  week  from  the  middle  of  July 
till  the  first  of  October.    "  I  just  went  up  to  talk  to  the  old 
man,"  said  be;  "but  sometimes,  at  the  request  of  othets, 
on  business  about  selling  him  some  horses  or  cous.    He  was 
in  ray  yard  frequently,  —  perhaps  four  or  five  times, 
would  always  ask  him  in,  but  he  would  never  go  in,  and  a 
course  I  would  not  go  in  his  bouse.     He  often  invited  D 
in ;  indeed,  nearly  every  time  I  went  there  he  asked  me  to  g 
in,  and  remarked  to  me  frequently,  '  We  have  no  chairs  fi 
you  to  sit  on,  but  we  have  trunks  and  boxes.'     I  declined  "J 
going  in,  hut  sat  on  my  horse  and  chatted  with  him." 
fore  the  20th  of  July  he  saw  there  "  two  females,"  who  w 
Martha,  the  wife  of  Oliver  Brown,  and  Anne,  the  eldest  u 
married  sister  of  Oliver,  then  a  girl  of  not  quit*  si: 
years.     "Twice  I  went  there,"  says  Unseld,  "and  i 
none  of  the  men.  but  the  two  ladies ;  and  I  sat  there  o 
horse,  —  there  was  a  high  porch  on  the  house,  and  I  ooul 
sit  there  and  chat  with  them  ;  and  then  I  rode  off  and  h 
them.     They  told  me  there  were  none  of  the  men  nt  home, 
but  did  not  tell  me  where  they  were.     One  time  I  went 
there  and  inquired  for  them,  and  one  of  the  females  an- 
swered me,  '  They  are  across  there  at  the  cabin ;  you  had 
better  ride  over  and  see  them.'     I  replied  it  did  not  make 

It  wii*  al  Chl>  mhtn  (litice  tnrti  doirn)  thti  Brawii  k*pi  bit  hoxMid 
■  knil  piUols.  alU-T  tlirjr  rmvhnl    hitn   frnBi   Obio,      Thr   pitcM  f 
u«-li<Ttit,  It  thnnnand  in  niimhrr.  wm  stond  in  th>?  lofl  or  nttlo  iif  tl 
r*nn-hoaH,  whm  Brhtd  anil  bU  Tuniljr  liT*d. 
U 
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any  difference;  I  would  not  bother  tLem;  and  I  rade  back 
home."' 

John  Brown  to  his  Faviili/, 

CRAUBBIUSBirRO,  Pksn.,  Juljr  22,  1S59. 

Dear  Prif.sds,  all,  —  Oliver,  Manbft,  and  Anne  all  got  on  u^h 
on  Suturdu;  of  the  week  thej  set  oiiU  If  W.  and  D.  set  out  in  U^ 
days  or  a  week  afier  gpliing  this,  tiiey  will  be  quiw  in  time.  All 
well.  When  ;uu  write,  direct  lo  I.  Smith  &  Sons,  Chain beraburg. 
I'eiiu.  Your  friend, 

Isaac  Smith. 

CHAMBEBSBUtlO,  Fen-i.,  July  27,  1859. 

Dear  Wife  amd  Chilores,  all,  —  I  write  to  say  ihnt  we  are 
all  well,  and  that  I  think  Watsnn  and  D.  hod  not  best  set  iiut  until 
we  write  again,  and  not  until  sufficient  hay  bas  been  secnreil  to  win- 
ter all  the  Block  woIL  To  be  buying  hay  in  the  spring  or  last  of  the 
winter  is  niinonB,  nnd  there  is  no  prospect  of  otir  getling  our  freight 
on  Ml  a«  to  be  ready  to  go  to  worit  under  some  time  yet.  We  will  give 
you  timely  notice.  When  you  write,  enclose  ftrst  in  a  small  enve- 
lope, put  a  stamp  on  it,  senl  it,  and  diroct  it  1o  I.  Smith  &  Sons, 
Harper's  Ferry,  Va. ;  then  enclose  it  under  a  stamped  envelope, 
which  direet  to  John  Henrie,  Chambersburg,  Penn.  1  need  not  nay, 
do  all  your  directing  and  sealing  at  home,  and  not  at  the  post-ofEce. 
Your  affectionate  husband  and  fatlier, 

Chaubkrsbitko,  PEyK.,  Ang.  3,  1S59. 
Dgab  Wipe  and  Chilhres,  all,  —  If  Watson  and  D.  should 
set  out  aoon  after  getting  [his,  it  limy  be  well.  Thpy  will  avoid  aay- 
ing  anything  on  the  roitd  about  North  Elba.  It  will  be  quite  as  well 
to  say  they  are  from  Essex  Coiinty ;  and  need  not  say  anything  alioat 
it  unless  they  are  questioned,  when  they  had  better  say  ae  above. 
Perwins  who  do  not  talk  much  am  seldom  questioned  much.  They 
should  buy  ibruugh  tickets  at  Troy  or  at  New  York  for  Baitimoro, 

'  This  sossip  pictareii,  u  no  dexription  conld,  the  quist  snd  dmiriines* 
of  tliis  Ron-llani),  primitivo,  ensy-going,  hiinl-living  population,  sniid  iha 
bills  and  utouiitHiiiB  of  Mnrylnnd.  where  John  Brown  >]wnt  tlip  l«m  Ihn<e 
montlw  of  his  (tsh  lifr,  «nd  |tntli«r<^  his  fornii  for  the  bnttlo  in  which  he 
s  region  of  home-kfeping.  honest,  dull  pountry  peoj.lB  ;  and  so 
l^letelydid  Brown  mnkohinrnelfoneofitsdctiiiena,  IhM  he  wiisiioM|ited 
!t  (nd  |«reel  of  it,  tven  wVtW  felting  his  most  audacious  ittokM. 
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where  they  will  get  tiakets  for  Harper's  Fflirj ;  and  thpre,  by  in 
iiig  of  Mr.  Michiu-I  Ault,  h-Iio  keeps  llie  UtII-briJge  over  wbich  t! 
Iiave  lu  puss,  they  nun  fiud  I.  9inith  an  thtt  KpiiuiHiy  fiinn.     Wnta 
will  be  a  s»n  and  D.  his  brotbcr-in-lnw  Thnmpaiin,  if  any  inquiry  i| 
nuuto  si  thp  bridge  ur  clsewlipre.     They  had  Ixilter  not  bring  iruuka. 
Wo  tire  all  wuU.     May  God  abuudauUy  blcwi  nnd  kwp  yuu  all ,' 
Yuur  lUfbtitiuuKte  htubaud  aud  futhur. 


BrotvD  had  not  b^en  living  at  the  Kennedy  farm  many 
weeks  when  a  touching  incident  occurred,  which  is  thua 
related  by  his  daughter  Autie,  who  was  then  his  housekeeper: 

"  One  day,  a  short  lime  after  I  wimt  down  there,  fntlicr  wag  silling^ 
At  the  table  writing,  I  was  near  by  sewing  (h»  and  X  beJDg  &lono  In 
tho  pioin),  when  two  little  wrens  that  had  n  iieel  under  the  pirch 
uuine  Byiiig  in  mt  the  duor,  fluttering  and  twitUiring  ;  then  firw  back 
lu  their  nest  and  again  to  us  several  titni'S,  mwiningly  trying  ti>  aitraot 
nnr  atteniiiin.  They  appeared  to  be  in  grval  distress.  I  iii ' 
father  what  he  thought  wiis  the  matter  with  the  litllu  birds, 
uaht'd  if  1  had  ever  wen  them  act  so  befnre ;  1  tohl  liitn  no.  '  1 
lot  lis  go  and  SIM),'  he  anid.  We  went  <>ut  and  fouiul  ihiit  n  ki 
hail  erawlnd  up  the  [hisi  and  was  just  ready  to  devour  the  little  ti 
in  the  ncsL  Father  killed  tlie  snake ;  and  then  the  old  birds  sot  a 
tho  miliiig  and  sang  as  if  they  would  burst.  It  acemed  ti 
were  trying  lo  pxprr^u  thrir  joy  anit  gratitude  to  liiin  for  nnving  tl 
liUle  ones.  \Hrr  wo  weut  bark  into  the  nHim,  he  said  he  ibni 
it  very  strange  the  way  the  birds  asknd  him  to  help  them,  and  ai 
if  I  thought  it  an  omen  of  his  socT'ess.  He  seoint-d  very  murh  it 
]irenu><l  with  that  idta.  1  do  not  ihiuk  he  was  Buperstilious ;  hul 
knmv  he  ulways  thought  and  felt  that  God  enllnl  him  to  that  w 
and  spftmed  to  place  himself,  or  mthrr  to  imngino  himst^lf,  in  ihi 
silliiu  of  tlie  Bgiire  in  the  old  seal  of  Virginia,  with  the  tyrant  t 
her  fool," 

rKAMntMSDHO,  PRKH.,  Ang.  Ifl,  IS 

Dear  Wtrs  aito  CiiiLnnEs,  all,  —  I  left  nil  well  at  home  y 
lenlxy  but  Martha,  who  was  oomplaining  a  little.     Am 
noLliing  serious  bi  the  niHiier.     I  will  only  now  aay  I  a 
Blong  as  wn!l,  perhaps,  all  things  eonsSdered,  aa  I  ought  to  eip< 
We  all  want  In  hear  from  you ;  but  we  do  not  want  you  all  to 
and  you  need  only  asy  all  is  well,  or  otherwiw,  as  the  ease  tr 
When  you  write,  eiicloM  in  a  small  envelope  sneh  ns  I  no» 
seal  it,  and  write  on  U  wt  Mhrn  diiMUvoa  duu  I.  Snlth  &  i 
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ed  envelope  and  direct  it  lo  John   Hmw, 
FraukUo  County,  Peun.,  who  wUl  anuAJfa  — 
.nately  youra,                                      I.  SlOH 

CHAHBEBSBfHO,  Pi..  Sept-  8.  1B5A.^^| 

LDRGK,  ALL,  —  I  write  to  My  thHt  we  nn         1 
long  BB  well  as  we  could  muoDsbly  rxpect. 

It  now  ti|ipean 
home  Id  the  ou 
later  periixj. 
■potted  cw,  RS 
whether  yniir 
present  comliti 
in  the  matter,  a 
to  know  imiTV  « 

danily  bksa  y<i 

\nm  wni  be  on  tlinr  wny 
may  be  dcUiiDed  ti-  a  litile 
ise  About  fatlenitig  the  old 
you  have  to  Teed  her  with  ;           | 
next  spriog ;  tXfo  upon  her            ' 
e  best  judgment  you  have 
your  crops.     I  should  like 
w  in  hopes  of  being  ablD  to 
oreWg.     MayGodabun- 
1  he  very  good. 

ir  affectionate  nusband  and  fitther, 
Sept.  9.    Bell's  letler  of  ;)Oth  August  to  Watson  is  received. 
.Sept.  20,  1850.  Allwell.    Girls  will  probably  start  forhomesoon. 
Yours  ever,  1.   S. 

Chambebsbi'rq,  Pa.,  Oct-  8,  1859. 
Dear  Wife  and  CmLnBEN,  all,  —  Oliver  returned  safe  on 
Wednesclny  of  this  week.  I  want  Bell  and  Martha  both  to  feel  that 
they  may  have  a  home  with  you  until  we  return.  We  sball  do  all 
in  irar  piwer  l'>  provide  for  the  wants  of  the  whole  as  one  family  till 
that  time.  If  Martha  and  Anne  have  any  money  left  after  getting 
home,  1  wish  it  to  be  used  to  make  all  ss  eoinfortable  as  may  be  for 
the  pn'sont.  All  are  in  usually  good  health.  I  expect  John  ivtll 
send  you  some  assistance  soon.  Write  him  all  you  want  to  say  to  ua. 
Ood  bless  you  all !  * 

Your  affectionate  husband  and  father. 

From  his  rustic  retreat  Brown  thus  wrote  to  his  comrades 
and  his  son  :  — 

To  Kagi,  at  ChambersJiurg. 

(About  July  IS,  1859.) 
"  Look  for  letter*  directed  to  John  Henrie  at  Chamhersburg.     In- 
quire for  letters  at  Chambersburg  for  I,  Smith  &  Sons,  and  write 
them  at  Harper's  Ferry  as  soon  as  any  d'>es  come.'    See  Mr.  Henry 
■  Sci>  the  Diary  for  July  12. 


I 


1809.]  THE   FOIiAV   IN   VIRQINIA. 

WnWon  dt  CliainW^horg,  and  find  out  if  the  '  Tribnno '  «j 
Have  Mr.  Whuhu  and  liiH  reliable  friends  get  reitdy  tii  t«cei 
piiiiy.     Get  Mr.  Watson  lo  iimke  you  ac^uainled  with  his  reltHbl 
rri(>ndi>,  but  do  nol  iippenr  to  bo  Buy  wise  tliick  with  them, 
not  oflCD  bo  seen  with  any  «urh  man.     Oet  Mr.  Watson,  if  h«  c 
I"  find  out  a  irnsty  iiinu  or  men  to  slop  with  nt  Hngereiuwo  (if  a 
sucrlt  there  he),  as  Mr.  Tlioiiias  Henry  has  gotje  fruui  tliere. 
Tidd  to  ootnti  tii  Chatnhi^rsburg,  by  Pittsburg  anil  Ilarrtsburg,  at 
once.     He  c*n  stop  off  the  Piiisburg  rcmd  at  Hudmin,  and  go  to 
Jnaiin's  fiir  bU  tnink.     Writo-CHqieutrr  and  Hnglett  that  we  are  nil 
woU,  right,  and  ready  as  soon  aa  wo  can  get  our  boardiug-hnuM 
fixi-d,  when  we  will  write  ihetn  to  ooine  on,  aud  by  what  mutft.     1 1 
will  jiay  Hoilett  the  money  hn  ndvnnnsl  to  Anderson  for  expenMft'1 
trnvejling.     Find  yourself  a  coinfortnhle,  chnap  hoariling-huusi-  at 
oum.     Write  I.  Smith  Si  Son*,  at  Harper's  Ferr;.     ItiC|uire  after 
your  four  Clevetiuid  friends,  and  have  Iheoi  come  ou  to  (^lumWrs- 
iiurg  if  thoy  ar^u  the  way  ;  if  not  ou  Uio  nuid,  hava  thrin  wnit  till 
we  are  belter  prepnmd.     Bo  can-ful  what  yon  write  lo  till  perMOS, 
Do  Dot  Ki-iid  or  bring  any  more  ponons  here  until  we  adviiie  joa  d  . 
our  readiness  to  board  ihein." 

At  this  time  Kagi  was  stationed  at  Ohamb^rsburg  to  n 
ceivti  aiid  furward  letters,  arms,  men,  etc.  He  replied  to,  j 
the  altove  letter,  and  to  other  messages  of  Brown,  on  Mon^  1 
day,  July  18,  and  again  July  22,  enclosin};  letters  from  I 
Charles  Blair  and  from  John  Brown,  Jr.,  wlio  forwarded  th0  J 
rides,  eto.,  from  West  Atidover,  Ohio,  on  the  22d,  25th.  and'  f 
27th  of  July,  to  "Isaac  Smith  &  Sons,"  at  ChambeTSborg^.J 
Kagi  writes  thus :  — 

Joly  I! 

I  wrote  to  Tiild  one  wenlt  ago  to-ilsy,  seveiul  days  bedre  rrrrii 
your  letWT  directing  uie  lu  do  so,  and  enrli«ing  tetlirr  to  H  LtndtdnM 
which  1  forwnrded  by  first  mail.     None  oT  yrnir  thiniB  have  yet  a 
rived.    The  railroNd  from  Harrisbnrg  hero  does  »o  freight  biisinM 
it«<>lf,  that  all  lieing  done  by  a  iiQiiiber  of  forwarding  hunBM,  <i  ~  ' 
run  private  freight  oatv.     1  liave  reqne«tcd  each  of  thme  (iher 
»ix  or  eight  of  them)  to  give  me  notice  of  the  anivul  of  anylliii 
for  yoo. 

CilAMBEMBl-iia.  Friday,  July  22. 

1  received  the  within,  and  another  for  Oliver,  to-day,  I  tlioogl 
best  not  to  tend  the  other :  it  ia  from  bis  wife.  There  are  ii 
r(-a«onB,  which  I  n(<(Hi  not  name  now.  Havo  hnra  no  other  leltM 
from  any  one.  J.  HKKRtK.    ' 
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"  The  within  "  waa  this  note  from  John  Brown,  Jr.,  writ- 
ing under  the  uame  of  "John  Smith,"  whose  father  was 
"  Isaac  "  or  "  Squire  "  Smith ;  — 

AsHTAeruv.  Ashtabfl*  Countt,  Ohio.  Hondajr,  July  18,  18W. 
Drar  Father,  —  Yuurs,  dnted  at  Ch«mbereT)arg,  PeanB}'lvlltlij^ 


July  5,  and  inuilwl  at  Tniy,  Sew 
Fitli,  with  enclosed  dm 

^usiiieag  Hu  smngMl  ■ 

tircl]'  to  M7  busitieea 

aiely  Bhip  your  IH■ig^• 

Hamtuvrn  (fimiinrlj 

river  III  Riichester,  1 

TiMkd  rift  Pittsburg,  6kc. 

iieas  to  gi)  north  on  an 

my  hnudB,     Ail  «i4l ;  hmv  i..-. 

m\\  fbrvrard  tu  J.  H.  [Kagi]. 

Id  baste,  yci 


.yll», 


York,  Jdy  7,  auj  nlsu  four?  of  th« 
d  dollars,  1  received  iu  du« 
ave  now  p.t  lUI  my 
for  iho  pn-sent,  en- 
I  mtruHt  DID  ;  ehati  inimedi- 
rionl  [irubably  by  caniU,  frum 
s,  Crawford  County),  lu  the 
riy  Benver),  theuce  by  ndl- 
Shidl  hold  myself  iu  ivimU- 
liousc  to  direct  or  confide  in 
lettere  from  N.  E.,  which  I 

r  aflectionatA  son, 

John  Smith. 


"N.  E."  was  New  England,  and  the  letters  were  from 
our  secret  committee,  or  some  members  of  it. 

In  a  note  to  John  Brown,  written  August  27,  Kagi  says : 
"  I  to-day  received  the  enclosed  letter  and  check  [fifty  dol- 
lars]." This  was  the  money  sent  on  by  Dr.  Howe  about 
August  25,  and  the  letter  waa  this;  — 

Dear  Friend,  —  I  begin  the  investmeut  with  fifty  dollars,  sod 
wilt  try  Iu  do  more  thruugb  friends.  Our  friend  frum  Cunoord  called 
with  your  note.  DoCTOK. 

I  was  the  "  friend  from  Concord,"  and  on  the  27th-30th 

August  T  wrote  to  Brown  from  Springfield,  thus :  — 

Dear  Friend,  —  Yours  of  the  18th  hss  been  re<^ved  and  com- 
municated. S.  G.  Howe  has  sent  you  fifty  di)llars  in  a  draft  on  New 
York,  and  I  am  expecting  to  get  more  fnim  other  Bources  (perhaps 
some  here),  aud  will  make  up  to  you  the  three  hundrwl  dollars,  if 
I  can,  ns  soon  as  I  can  ;  hot  I  can  give  nothing  myself  just  now, 
being  already  in  debt.  I  hear  with  great  pleaBuro  what  you  say  of 
the  BiiwesB  r)f  the  businesa,  and  hope  nothing  will  occnr  to  thwart  it. 
Yi>ur  !">ii  Joint  wnR  in  Hostim  a  week  or  two  since.     I  tri(^d  to  find 


» 
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him,  but  did  not ;  lukd  ti«ing  oirit;  (rum  Coaourd,  lie  did  ucit  i-oii)v4 
to  Hee  DIP.  He  snw  S.  G.  Howe,  George  L.  Stcunis,  Wciidcll  PbO-J 
lips,  Fraucis  Jark^on,  oto-i  nod  evrrybtdy  liked  him.  i  mn  v 
sorry  I  iH>iild  not  tee  liitii-  All  your  Bu«luu  ftieodft  atu  htU.  T 
udnre  Parker  is  iu  Swiii^rlaud,  much  better,  it  is  thought,  thun  w 
he  toft  boine.     Henry  Sl«nuii  of  l^prinf^^ld,  ia  dead. 

Jnly  2! 

I  rearhed  here  yest^rdnj  and  have  spen  few  peojile  aa  yrt.  Hew^ 
I  erpeM  Icttent  from  thiue  U>  wlixin  1  h&ve  vriitcu.  1  eonclude  th«|M 
yiiiir  operations  will  out  be  delayed  if  the  money  renches  yoD  in  count  1 
of  the  Doxi  furtuight,  if  you  ore  suru  of  having  it  then.  I  cannot  4 
oertaiuly  proiiiiae  that  you  will,  bat  I  think  to.  Harriet  Tubmaft  1 
i«  probably  in  New  Bedford,  sick.  She  has  fiajed  ken  in  N.  E.  ii  ] 
long  time,  and  been  u  kind  of  miaeionary.  Your  frieuda  in  C.  ara'T 
all  well ;  I  ^  buck  there  in  a  weok.  God  pruBp«r  you  in  all  your 'I 
worki!    I  shall  write  again  soon. 

Youre  o»er,  V 

Spriscfikld,  AngiiBt  30,  1B5B. 
Deab  Friknd.  —  I  raclose  you  a  dnift  for  fifty  doUnn  on  Nnr'] 
York,  bought  with  money  sent  by  Mrs.  RnssnlU      Dr.  Hoi 
already  sent  you  fifty  dollars,  and  0.  8.,  of  p.,'  writes  uie  has  Mnilr  J 
or  will    eeud,  one   hundred  dollurs.      The  reiimiuder  will    perhaps  a 
come  more  slowly ;  but  I  think  it  will  come.     I  have  sent  your  letl 
toO«nit  Smith.     Please  aukuowtt.'dgo  ilie  receipt  of  these  suins. 

tTohn  Brown  to  kit  ton  John. 

CHAUBERKBrBo.  Pa.,  Auput,  1: 
Deak  Purest*,  —  I  ft)rgot  li>  say  yeelerday  that  your  shipmenta  ti 
freight  ar«  recrived  all  in  apparrnt  safrly:  bul  the  hills  a 
high,  and  I  Itegiii  to  be  apprrbensive  of  getting  tnio  a  tight  spot  I 
want  of  a  little  more  funrlB.  notwithstanding  my  anxiety  tu  make  n 
money  hold  ont.     A*  It  will  (Met  no  morr-  expense  fiT  you  to  solii 
Fir  ine  a  little  mom  aiwistance  w)iil(>  attending  to  your  other  businM 
say  two  or  three  himdrod  dolluni  in  Sew  York,  —  dtnAs  paynhla  1 
the  order  of  I.  Smith  &  Sons,  —  will  yon  not  sonod  my  EaBtem  A 
Westnm  friends  in  regard  to  it  !    U  was  impoeslblti  ftir  mn  to  for* 
the  exact  amount  I  thonid  l>e  nhtigeil  to  pay  out  for  ovrrything. 
that  arrangement*  are  so  nearly  eompleiril,  I  hrgin  to  feel  a' 
tain  that  I  can  aqueeie  through  with  that  amoiini.     All  my  » 
1  Irtmt  Smith,  of  PrtiTbon.'. 
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aru  3<|<iitre<l  ap  to  the  jimarat  tiiDc;  but  how  [  MD  keep  inr  lltlle 
,  wheels  in  motion  for  »  fow  dnys  nrnrn  1  ntn  brgiuniDg  U>  Ivrl  M  a 
loss.  It  is  terribly  humirtating  tn  ino  tii  bpgin  KilieUiiig  of  frtvmk 
Kgikin ;  but  as  the  harvest  opens  berorv  me  With  lucnHWiing  nteutinigv- 
tncut!',  I  in»y  not  allow  n  fepling  of  Jellcwy  !«■  deiwr  lue  fn.iw  hbIuii^ 
the  liiiU^  further  nid  I  expect  to  need.  Wliut  I  inusl  bave  t»  lairrj 
me  thr'iugb  I  shall  need  tvithin  n  vor;  fbw  days,  if  I  am  obliged  tit 
«ili  direct  for  fiirtlier  hi  r«9E  pxpcct  Mimetbiiig  ijiiii* 

definite  very  soon.     1 1  monoinilr  In  pvery  (HfraiUe 

way ;  mid  I  Will  not  I  I  am  drivno  lu  dii  so.     I 

bnvH  a  iriAfl  nrer  on  y  ilollars  on  hand,  but  ttm 

nfniid   I  cK&not  poeei  I  iMii  highly  gnitifieil  with 

hII  our  fiTTSDgeuMiDta  ■  ine,  utid  fval  wrtjiiii  that  no 

time  ha*  yet  been  loot.  ncipiiily  here,  but  will  hnve 

to  go  a  little  further.    (  f<  Roming  forward  promptly, 

au.l  bitiiT  than  I  wpm  died  oo  iheiii.    We  h«ve  U> 

As  will  appear  by  the  next  series  of  letters,  John  Brown, 
Jr.,  undertook  to  organize  forces  in  Canada  after  forwarding 
to  his  father  the  arms  stored  in  Ubio  :  — 

SYRACUgE,  N.  Y.,  Thursday,  Ang.  II,  1859. 
Friend  J.  IIenrie,  —  Day  before  yesterday  I  reached  Rochester. 
Found  our  Roobcster  friend'  absent  at  Niagara  Frdle.  Yesterday 
he  rctiin]e<l,  and  T  spent  rem(undt>r  of  day  and  evening  with  biro  and 
Mr.  E.  Morton,  with  whom  friend  Isaac  [John  Brown]  is  acquainted- 
The  frifud  sc  Rochester  will  set  out  lo  imilie  you  a  visit  in  a  few  days. 
He  will  bo  neconipaiticd  by  that  "  other  young  man,"  and  also,  if  it 
can  be  bniught  nround,  by  the  woman '  that  the  Syracuse  friend  could 
tell  inc  of.  Tlie  son  will  probably  remaiu  bacii  for  awhile.  I  gave 
"  Frcd'ii  " '  twenty-two  dollars  to  defray  eipenses.  If  alive  and  well, 
you  will  see  him  ere  long.  1  found  him  in  rather  low  spirits ;  left 
him  in  high.  Aceidentally  met  at  Rochester  Mr.  E.  Morton.  He 
was  much  pleased  to  hear  from  you  ;  was  anxious  for  a  copy  of  that 
letter  of  iuatrnelions  U>  show  oar  friend  at  "Pr."'  [Peterboru'],  who, 
Mr.  M.  says,  has  his  whole  soul  ahitorbed  in  this  matter.  I  have 
just  made  him  a  eopy  and  mailed  him  at  R.,  where  he  expects  to  be 
for  two  or  three  weeks.     Ho  wished  roe  to  say  to  you  that  he  bad 

'  F.  Douglass.  The  "  woman  "  spoken  of  was  Harriet  Tuhman,  a  Mary- 
land  Dflmmli.  "Fred'k"  is  nlao  Douglass.  "Our  friend  at  Pr."  was 
0«rrit  Smith,  in  whose  family,  it  will  be  r«memhei«d,  Eilwin  HortAn  was 
living  ;  but  he  happened  then  to  be  visiting  in  Rochester. 
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reliablo  iijfi.irmatli'D  tbal  a 
are  all  aiMiutiuited  vrith,  is  d 
prevails  gcnenilly  thut  b  c 
party  ihnt  visited  St.  J.  i 


liu  nuteJ  colonel,  whose 
n  llrtly.    By  llic  wny,  the 
a  iLiM|tiAiDiHone  of  uura  liexilMl  t 
i  Ittlfly.     or  oouree  1  don't  try  b 


deny  tbnt  whwh  hours  xuch  mnnarks.  Cume  nn  here  this 
Found  Liigueo  guue  tu  linsioa,  Mhss.,  and  al»»  tnid  won 
T.  docs  uiit  kDoitr  penKiiinJly  iliosn  persons  id  Canuda  U)  wlioin  it  !•■ 
iipcressHry  to  hiive  letteiB  of  iiilrodurljuu,  be  thinks  I  bud  bi<t[er  Ke(| 
him  to  go  wiib  ine  there.  I  huvo  in»dc  up  my  initid,  uolwitli!sUud<4 
ing  the  extra  expense,  to  go  na  to  Hoston.  Lugucu  is  expecting  t 
visit  Canad»  soon,  anyway,  and  his  wife  thinks  would  cuntrivo  tt 
immediately.  I  ihiuk  for  other  reasons,  hIs<>,  I  had  better  go  oi 
Itoatim.  Morton  aays  our  jmrticular  friend  Mr.  Sanlwru,  io  ihat^ 
pity,  is  fg^rinlly  anxi<ius  to  hear  fnnn  yuu ;  has  his  heart  nod  Uutd  i 
both  eugn^pd  in  the  enuse.  Shall  try  and  fiud  blm,  Uur  Roeheeiar  i 
friend  Ibiuhs  the  wimian  whom  I  sbiill  see  in  Itoslon,  "  wliofe  «er-  J 
vices  might  pmve  invalaable,"  had  lietter  l>e  hrlped  on.  I  leavAiJ 
this  eveuing  on  the  1 1.35  train  from  here ;  shall  roturu  as  soun 
pMsiblo  ro  make  my  vUit  at  Chathani.  Will  write  you  wFtcn. 
hr,  all  ia  well.  Keep  me  advised  m  far  as  ooi^aistenl. 
Fraleroally  yours, 

JOHH  Shtth.  j 

SvRACttiK,  N.  Y.,  Ilinrediiy.  AnR.  18,  185B. 
FRrENn  Hexrib,  —I  am  here  to-daj,  an  far  on  my  way  baek 
from  Bost'iD,  wlilibrr  I  wont  on  Fridsy  last.     Found  oarSymeuse 
friend  there,  but  his  ougageincnia  were  sueh  that  he  ouuld  not  pos- 
sibly knvc  uulil  yestenlny  muruSng.     Wa  reached  hen;  abont  twelve 
n'elor.k  last  night.     While  in  Boston  I  improved  the  time  in  making 
the  ae<|aHlnUnce  of  those  stanch  friends  of  onr  friend  laaan.     Fltai 
eidled  on  Dr.  Howe,  who,  thoui;h  I  had  do  letter  of  iDtntduetli-n, 
rewived  me  most  oordially.    He  gave  me  a  letter  lo  the  friend  wh»^ 
AiH*  business  on  Milk  Street  [Mr.  Steanis].     Wept  with  bim  to  bi«l 
home  in  Mrdfi-rd,  and  tiiok  dinner.     The  last  wiinl  he  Si  " 
WHS,  "  Tell  friend  Isaac  that  wo  have  the  fullest  O'lnSdenee  ID  hia| 
endeavor,  whatever  may  bo  the  result."    I  bavi 
whom  I  ihink  m>»re  implicit  reliance  may  be  plaeed.     He  vlewe  mal<^^ 
tent  IVoTn  the  stnnd|HjinIs  of  rGasun  and  {mui^ipte.  and  1  ibink  his^ 
finnnera  is  nnshaknhle.     The  friend  at  Conrotd  [F.  R.  SanlHim]  I 
did  not  see  i  be  was  absent  from  home.    The  others  here  will,  how- 
ever, coinmnnleate  with  him.    They  were  all,  in  short,  vrry  murh 
gratified,  and  have  bad  their  failb   and  hopes  mueb  strengthened. 
Fouod  A  number  of  earnest  and  wann  fiiends,  whose  sympathies  aod 
theories  do  not  exactly  barmunixe;  but  in  spite  of  theuselves  tbnr 
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bearU  wiU  lead  their  heads.  Our  Boston  (Henda  tliiiught  it  Wtter 
that'our  olJ  fritnd  frcnn  SyracuM  [J.  W.  Logueu]  ahould  nccompany 
me  \o  mj  jtxime;  nortliward.  1  fIiuU  leave  in  an  liuur  or  twu  foe 
Kiicheeier,  where  I  will  finiah  this  letter.  I  am  very  glad  I  went  to 
BfwtijD,  B«  all  the  friouiU  were  of  the  npiniiiD  that  our  friend  Isaae 
waa  in  another  part  of  the  world,  if  nut  in  another  sjihere.  Oar 
's  their  cause,  in  the  fullest  seiuo  uf  the  word. 

Going  on  to  Bochester,  the  home  of  Douglass,  John 
Browji,  Jr.,  writes  from  there,  Aug.  17,  1S59,  to  Kagi, 
saying ;  — 

"  Ou  ray  way  up  to  onr  friend's  [F,  Douglass's]  hoiiee,  1  met  his 
son  Lewb,  who  infunus  me  tlint  his  father  left  here  on  Tuesdajr, 
August  16,  via  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  to  make  you  a  visit." 

The  exact  date  of  Douglass's  visit  to  Brown  at  Charaliers- 
burg  eeeuis  to  have  been  Friday,  Satnrday,  and  Suuday, 
August  19-21.  He  was  at  Mrs.  Gloucester's  in  Brooklyn 
August  18,  and  carried  to  Brown  from  bet  th»  following 
letter:  — 

Br.noKLYN,  Ang.  IS.  1B59. 

Esteemed  Fribkii,  —  I  plndly  nrnil  myself  of  the  opportunitj' 
afforded  by  our  friend  Mr.  F.  Douglaea,  who  has  juel  called  upon  us 
previous  to  his  vieit  to  you,  to  enclose  lo  jtra  Uir  lh«  cause  in  wiiicb 
you  are  such  a  lealooa  laborer  a  Bniall  amount,  which  please  accept 
with  mj  most  ardent  wishes  for  its  and  yiiur  lieucGt.  The  rifiit  of  itiir 
nratiial  friend  Douglass  has  somewhat  revived  iny  nther  dn>a|ttOK 
FpiriiB  in  the  cause ;  but  seeing  such  ambition  and  oiiterpiiHe  in  )um, 
I  am  again  encouraged.  With  best  wishes  for  yuur  wt-ltiro  nnd 
pros|>edty,  and  the  goud  of  your  cause,  I  subscribe  myself 

Mrs.  E,  a.  Glovcebtbs. 

What  took  place  during  the  stay  of  Donglass  and  Brown 
in  Chambersburg  has  thus  been  narrated  by  Douglass, 
omitting  Boioe  particulars  not  essential  to  the  story ;  — 


I   CONFERENCE  WITH 

"  At  my  house  John  Brown  had  mndc  the  aixiuaintance  of  a  eo^- 
who   cHlled   himself    by   different   i 
'Smpemr,'   at  other    tunes    'Shields    Green,'— a  fugitiva   «!«*• 
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wliu  had  uiiul^  lii*  eAcape  frum  CbxrlestuD,  S.  C-    He  was  a 
of   fuw  words  (uud   Ilia   kiiguago  was   BluguLtrly  lintken),  bul   < 
eoiinigo  Btid  Bclf-n«prct.     Brown  saw  at  im<x  whnt  stuff  (irec 
uiadi*  of,  and  cuDfidcil  to  liim  his  plana  and  purposrs.     Qr«i.'u 
believed  in  Brown,  and  iiromised  tu  gi>  with  him  wh<>uever  bu  i 
be  ready  to  move.     Abuut  niue  weeks  before   the  rtvid  on  Unrp^i'i 
Ferry,  Brown   wrote  lo  me  that  h  begiuuiug  would  wHin  I 
and  that  btiforu  giiitig  forward  ho  w»tited  to  wc  m« ;  he  HpituJntHl  m 
old  st<)no-qn»rry  near  C'hambersburg  us  our  place  of  meeting,     Mr. 
Kngi,  his  BccretRry.  w.iuld  be  iherc,  and  ihey  wiBlit-d  ine  to  bring 
any  money  I  could  eominand  and  Sbi^bls  Grocn  along  with  ino.     Hs 
wuil  that  his  '  111 ining- tools '  nod  okin-a  were  then  ni  Chain liersburg^ 
and  that  be  would  be  there  to  remove  them.    I  obeyed  the  eumiDuns,    i 
taking  Shields ;  we  paaiied  through  New  Vork,  when)  wu  onlled  upon    ' 
the  Rev.  Jniiira  tiluuecBternnd  bia  wife,  and  told  them  whvro  wo  woiv    i 
goiug,  and  that  our  old  fri«ud  ueeded  uicney.     Un.  GI<>uccKlrr  gava    [ 
me   teu   dolliirt  for  John   Brown,   with   her  beet  wjehes.     When  I    i 
reaobed  Chanibershurg  surprise  was  expreesod  that  I  should  cvima 
there  uunnnouneed  ;  and   I  wiui  (ireeaed   to  make  H  spowh,  whicb  I 
readily  di.l.   .Menuwhile  I  calltNl  upuu  Mr.  Henry  Watwn,  a  umple. 
winded  Slid  wann-huarliHl  irnui,  to  whom  Brown  bud  iinpRrlcd  the 
ceervt  of   my  visit,  to  show  me  the  appnbled  rendeivuus.     WalBou 
was  busy  in  bis  barber's- shop,  but  he  dropped  all  and  put  me  nn 
tlie  right  tmek.     1  approaebod  the  old  tguarry  otutiously,  for  Brawn 
was  generally  well  anned  and  regarded  einuigcra  with  BUBpicion. 
He  WH«  under  the  ban  of  the  Govemmeni,  and  heavy  rewards  w 
offered  for  his  arreei.     He  waa   passing   under  the   name 
Bmith.     As  I  CARie  near,  he  regarde*)  ine  suspiciously ;  but  be  si 
rnroguinHl  me,  and  received  me  cordially.     He  had  in  hli 
fiahing'tjw^kle,   with    which  ho  hud  uppurenttj'  l>M'n  fishing  i 
Htreotii  bard  by  ;  but  I  saw  no  fish  .  fishing  was  simply  a  di^uiai 
and  oertiiinly  a  good  one.     Hb  looked  every  w»y  like  n  man  of 
neigh borbooii,  and  as  much  at  home  as  any  of  the  fanneis  ar 
there.     Hit  hat  was  old  and  gtcrm-beaten,  and  Ida  clothing  I 
the  eob>T  of  the  etonc-<fnarry  itself.     His  fiten  wore  an  nntions 
pressli'D,  and   he  was  much  worn  bj  thought  and  exposure.     I 
tbul  I  was  on  a  dangeroiis  mission,  and  was  as  liille  ilesirous  01 
eovery  as  himsolf. 

''  Cnpiain    Brown,   Kagi,  Shields  Green,  and  myself  sat  dnwi 
among  the  rockn,  nnd  talked  over  the  euliTprin.'  abnut  lo  be  under- 
Uken.      The  taking  of  Hiiri*r'a  Ferry.  ..f  wUieh  Br,>wn  had  merely! 
hinted  befon-,  Was  iiow  deelnreil  his  seltleil  piirtH>*e,  and  lie  waoicda 
t»  kuow  what  I   thought  of  it.     1  at  once  opjiosed  it  with  all  th*l 
«rgaiBtnt«  at  my  Mminaud.    To  me,  lucb  a  lutasarc  would  be  (atall 
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til  rnaning  uff  slaves  (the  origiaai  pluti),  and  ^tul  lu  all  engHgnl.  It 
wuuld  be  Ha  attiu-k  uu  the  FedenU  GoverumeDt,  and  wonlU  urray  thi? 
whole  country  Hgiiinsi  as.  Cnplain  Brown  did  most  of  the  lulkiog 
ua  the  iitfacr  aide.  He  did  niit  at  all  object  lo  rousing  the  nation ;  it 
aeemed  to  him  that  somi'thiug  Glartling  was  nettled.  He  hud  cum- 
plclely  rennoneed  bis  old  plan,  and  ihoogbt  thai  the  cnpturo  of  Har- 
per's Ferry  wonld  Berve  as  notice  to  the  slaves  tbat  their  friends  had 
oouir,  and  us  a  trumpet  to  rally  them  to  bis  Mjindurd.  I  was  no  mat«h 
for  him  iu  such  inaiu-rs,  but  I  told  him  tbiU  all  his  argttrnvnts,  and  all 
his  dcBcripIionn  of  the  plniw  eonviniM'd  nie  that  be  waa  going  into  a 
perfect  niecl-tnip,  nud  that  onee  in,  he  would  never  get  out  aliv«  ;  ho 
would  be  surrounded  at  ouoe,  and  escape  wi>iil[l  be  iuipussibli!.  He 
was  not  to  be  sfiaken,  but  treated  my  views  respectfully,  replying 
that  even  if  BiirroundL-d,  be  would  tind  ineans  to  cut  his  way  out. 
But  tliat  would  not  be  forced  npnn  him  ;  he  shotilil  have  the  best 
ciiixens  of  the  ueigliborhiHid  as  prisoners  at  the'atnn,  and  holding 
tliem  as  hostages  should  be  able  to  dictate  terma  of  egreae  trom 
the  town,  t  told  him  that  Virginia  would  blow  btin  and  bis  host- 
ages gky-high  rather  than  that  he  should  hold  Harper's  Ferry  an 
hour.  Our  talk  was  long  and  earnest;  we  spent  the  most  of  Satur- 
dny  and  a  part  of  Sunday  In  this  debute, — Bmwii  for  Hurper's  Feny, 
and  I  against  it ;  he  for  elrikiug  a  blow  which  sliould  instantly  rouse 
the  country,  and  I  fur  the  policy  of  gradually  and  unocMiuuInhly 
drawing  off  the  slaves  to  the  mountains,  as  at  first  suggested  and 
proposed  by  him.  When  I  found  that  he  had  fully  made  up  his 
mind  and  could  not  be  dij4gunded,  I  turned  to  Green  and  told  him  he 
heard  what  CHptaiu  Brown  had  said  ;  bis  old  plan  was  changed,  and 
I  should  return  home,  —  if  he  wished  to  go  with  me  ho  cuuld  do  so. 
Captain  Brown  urged  us  both  to  go  with  him.  In  parting,  he  put 
hia  arms  around  mo  in  a  manner  more  than  fiiendly,  and  snld,  '  Come 
with  we,  Douglass  j  I  will  defend  you  with  my  life.  I  want  you  for 
a  special  purpose.  When  I  strike,  the  bws  will  ht-gin  to  swarm,  and 
I  Bhail  want  you  to  help  hive  ihem.'  When  about  t<)  leave,  1  nsked 
Green  what  he  bad  decided  to  do,  and  was  siirprisol  by  his  saying, 
iu  his  broken  way,  '  I  b'lieve  1  '11  go  wid  de  ole  man.' "  * 

*  Among  the  pnpprs  captured  at  the  Kennedy  fnnn  was  this  copy  of  a 
letter  to  Danglnsa  whii:h  Tiu  signed  by  colurcd  tilitensaf  PbUodelpliii^  and 
rocflired  st  Bocheslcr  in  SepWraber  :  — 
F.  D.,  Est 

Dub  Srii,  —  TTis  nudonigBed  ftcHt  to  b«  of  Iha  nteiMt  Iroporbincii  llul  pur  cliu 
lie  pmi*tlT  iepre«fn«il  In  «  convBRtion  toeom«ollrlehl  airar  (nenr)  Ch^niWriburg,  In 
till*  StiU.  W*  think  jou  are  tUi-  man  of  nU  olben  tu  npreieDtiu:  mnd  cnHVisnllj 
pltiigf  ouTHlvM  tbit  In  uie  tdu  irlll  cmne  rlgbt  on  we  wUl  tee  f ogr  hinlly  irell  pM- 
tJilMl  Ibr  dBiiBg  roar  tbiean,  ot  antU  lom  itt«  nCon  taiJigia.    Asiwtrlo  UUM  ta 
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[ji  regard  to  the  opposition  of  hig  followers  to  Brown's 
plan  of  beginning  the  campaign  at  Harper's  Ferry,  Owei 
Brown  makes  this  statement  (May  6,  lUiiS) :  — 

"  In  the  piifly  pnrt  uf  Septeiribcr.  1850,  Fnlhcr  nnri  I  went 
horse  and  covered  wagon  frum  tho  Kenned;  fnrni  to  Chauibersburg,  -i 
and  at  different  Itinea  after  lu  Sppteinbef  and  OtoW,  —  lo  i 
trpreu  paekagu  (ouloreil  V(iluni(!Rrs)  luul  arrived.      Wb  had  mnnll 
cnnieHt  dlscnssiong  as  to  the  fe&BJbilily  of  mahing  the  nTlaok  at  Ila/^l 
[ler's  Ferry,  —  whieh  pUii  was  not  kniiwn  to  any  of  uh  until  after  ui 
arrival  at  the  Kennedy  Tann.      All  of  our  men,  excepting  Mrrrinn,  I 
Ka^i,  Shields  Greeu,  and  the  cotured  men  {the  latter  knowing  nothing' 1 
of  Iliirper's  Ferry),  were  opposed  to  Blriking  the  tirsi  blow  ther^V 
During  our  talk  on  ibe  mud,  I  »«id  to  father :   '  YiMi  know  how  1 
reRiiltfd  with  Xapcilmm  when  he  rejected  ailvice  lu  regard  to  mn 
iiig  Willi  hia  anny  lo  UuBnuw.     I  believe  that  in  your  anxiety  f 
that  all  is  going  on  well  at  the  thrtn  dlfTiTent  points  proposed  to 
taken  (tho  Anenal,  the  Rifle-works,  and  tho  Miignzlne),  you  will  mI 
expose  yourself  as  to  lose  your  life.*     He  faiA,  finally,  '  I  fi>el  so  da*  J 
pressed  on  areuani  of  the  uppositiun  of  ihe  tnen,  that  at  tiioee  I  vm 

JoliD  Hann*.  E*q  ,  Chambi^hiiiK.  p«in  ,  ■!  our*.     W«  »«  teiaj  tn  mati 
nilluiHA  If  yaa  gn,    Wn  hiri  nint  qultr  ■  nnmber  of  good  but  nrt  vity  Inltlllg* 
npiHuuBi'w  oDllHtAL    Some  uf  atu  jMinlHn  in  nuiy  la  go  UB  wlUi  jv 

Hr.  Donitlua  write*  m»  (April  IS,  1BSG) :  "  Voa  muit  te  tight  about  iksH 
tima  iif  m;  going  tu  Charoboreliurg  (Aug.  IP,  1850).  1  timk  iio  i 
tbe  (list  time  ;  it  ww  ■  TiisUl  or  two  Wore  litnon  |ira[>uwil  t 
his  nrroa  to  HarperB  Ffrrj.  Tiiis  letter  was  »nt  to  ma  from  PhiUdslrbh  1 
noon  aftst  I  Tctiiriwil  ttom  merting  Captnin  Brown.  It  wu  »\gfvA  by  ft  J 
nimibcr  of  eulurKl  men  ;  1  nrrcr  knrw  Low  tli«y  rarav  to  KvnrI  it,  but  it  \ 
now  HMitB  to  have  linea  pnimptcd  by  Ko^  who  wu  villi  Bro 
I  tolil  liiin  1  woulil  Dot  go  lo  lUrpvr'n  Ferry.  He  pmbalily  tliouglil  || 
would  rccottsiiler  Diy  dotvnninatiou,  If  utg«l  to  ilu  no  by  liiv  jiattl 
wlio  Hignnl  [he  letter."  One  of  Brawo'a  sgimta  wrote  thus  to  EagI  al  ' 
limo  of  DongUai'a  viait ;  — 

txvwLun.  kvt.  n.  1>Hl  ^ 

I  irmti  1-nu  iniMdlaMr  ea  rarvlpc  erf  jvut  lut  MIr  >  tbni  imt  up  to  OtirrUn  If 
•M  \imrj.  I  —■»  SnlLb.  DcK'and  HiUAell^  Ihei'  ill  iuuuUkI.  and  Out  »■ 
LnrrwuCi  to  iroilila  for  tilaf*niil)t .  Hitr)i>ll  to  laj- hi*  crape  hj  .  ■intaniuko 
•aciur*.  uiiul  1  mn  i1iii;u>tRl  HlUi  nijirtf  and  the  vliola  impa  tmu  II  job  wm 
four  tDflnrnu  vonU  do  •on^eUilDg :  but  l]>e  annnnit  fnu  nn  ■one  ill  tar  irMtita 
dDnt  iiiHiiint  M  anrtUng.  I  *i!l  niiaik  luSniltb  Iwlii)'  I  Imiw  tbii  Mllrl  " 
(atUianiaiwj,atnl  I  tried  IukD  mr  tarn  mil  cT«7Ililng  tin  to  mU*  iii»n*! 
BOt  niHdanntim,  ChirllsLaacil'iD  ri|m  "lllitnn  bul,-l>iitwliiuli««l1l 
tiling  t  dMl  know.  I  wtih  ym  vimld  oMIa  to  blui.  f"r  1  brlltro  k*  rmn  do 
tliu  t  FlaiM  wrIU  to  hlin  lninMdli<r1ri  ■"'1  I  *">  a"*  vv  ttili  Uilpfl 
think.  bmnvB,  satUai  "111  laaptn  tbau  mb1iI«u(  oultM  jua  eooia.     I  «UI  do  ■! 
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alinoBt  willhig  Ui  taiuiHirorily  abtrndun  the  UDd^rUtkfng.'  I  ni|>lH«l, 
'  We  tiuve  gone  too  far  for  iLut,  —  we  must  gu  ahaui.'  In  tho  (Wun*- 
of  i>ur  lAlk  he  Baitl  tu  in»,  na  he  lind  ui&n;  tiiuee  t<j  hia  meu  LcIuk. 
'  We  have  here  only  one  life  to  live,  nnd  oiice  to  die;  aai  if  wr 
li'so  our  Uvea  it  will  perhaps  do  more  for  the  cause  thui  our  Uvvt 
ciulJ  he  worth  in  any  other  waj.'  I  agreed  with  him  to  lhi».  A» 
we  found  no  txprexa  packages  at  Chainheraburg,  ha  remained  Ihprv 

with   Kapi,  a=^  ' '— ''  -'"■"       'n  n  diiy  or  two  both  retantnl 

to  the  Kennedy  !<■.■.  omiug  he  e&lled  all  his  mm 

t"gether  in  the  chau  f  house,  and  said  la  tlifiii,  '  I 

am  not  »o  streni  iiny  of  my  partiDatar  plans  fw 

til  do  litiowiogly  nhly  result  in  an  injury  to  thp 

cause  for  which  \,  1  in  the  course  of  his  remarks 

he  repeated  what  h  lut  onr  losing  uur  lives.      lie 

theu  added,  '  As  jo\i  the  plan  of  attacking  hero,  1 

wilt  resign ;  we  will  ^  lor,  and  I  will  faithfally  t>b«y, 

reserving  to  roywlf  t^..  ing  wiunsel  and  advice  when: 

I  ihiuk  a  belter  course  could  be  iidupitii'  He  liid  then  resign.  1 
first  replied  tliat  I  did  not  know  fif  any  one  to  choose  as  a  leader  iu 
preference  to  him.  In  a  short  lime,  probably  within  five  minutes,  he 
was  again  cliosen  as  the  leiider,  and  though  we  were  not  satisfied  with 
the  n'asons  he  gave  for  making  our  first  attack  there,  al)  ointFoversy 
HDd  opposition  to  the  plan  from  that  time  was  ended." 


It  must  have  been  about  the  time  of  this  journey  of 
the  father  and  sod  that  Watson  Brown  wrote  thus  to  his 
wife  ;  — 

Sept.  8,  I8G9. 

Dear  Belle,  —  You  can  guess  how  I  long  to  see  you  only  by 
knowing  how  yon  wish  to  see  inc.  I  think  of  you  alt  day,  and  dream 
of  you  at  night.  I  would  gladly  come  hotne  and  stay  with  you 
always  hut  for  the  cause  which  bnraght  me  here,  —  a  desire  to  do 
something  for  others,  and  not  live  wholly  for  my  own  happiness.  I 
am  at  home,  five  miles  north  of  H.  F.,  in  an  old  house  on  the  Kon- 
uedy  fann,  where  wo  keep  some  things,  and  four  of  us  sleep  here. 
I  came  here  to  be  alone  ;  Oliver  has  just  come  in  and  disturbed  me. 
I  was  at  Chambersbui^  a  few  days  ago,  and  wrote  you  a  Hue  from 
there.  Tho  reason  I  did  not  write  sooner  was  that  there  are  ten  of 
us  lien',  nud  all  who  know  them  think  they  are  with  fiither,  and  have 
an  idea  what  he  is  at;  bo  you  see  if  each  and  every  one  writes,  all 
bis  frieniis  will  know  where  we  bI!  are ;  if  one  writes  (except  on 
business)  then  all  will  have  a  right  to.  It  is  now  dark,  and  I  am  in 
this  old  house  all  alone;  but  I  have  some  good  company,  fitr  I  have 
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jnat  iwvived  jour  luttw  of  August  30,  anil  joa  mny  fu»  well  Ihinl 

kill  gind  t'>  faear  friiin  you.    Yoti  inny  kiss  the  biibj'  b.  grent  iiiii 
^mcs  a  duf  fur  loo  ;  I  Hiii  tliUikiug  vf  yua  uud  him  lUI  thu  tiiuc. 

Two  events  in  no  way  connected  with  this  visit  of  Doiu 
kas,  but  luLppening    alwut  thut    time-,  tony  be  luentionuu! 
The  anoiiynioua  warning  to  the  Government,  from  CiuctftJ 
nutt,  that  Brown  was  to  strike  at  Harper's  Ferry,  wmi  tUted^ 
thn  Satiuday  that  Douglass  met  lirowu  in  Clianibersbur^  4 
mid  mailed  threfi  days  later.    This  wa£  followed  within  »J 
week  by  Gerrit  Smith's  letter  to  the  colored  men  of  Syrt 
ciise,  in  which  he  predicted  almost  exoetly  what  hapx'enoj 
at  Harper's  Ferry.  The  Cinoinnati  letter  was  as  follows: 

CiNCiKSATi.  Angtut  SO. 
SiK,  —  I  have  lately  rcooircd  informatioa  of  H  iiiovouipnt  nf  99  J 
grrat  iinpnrtsQra,  that  I  fe«I  it  my  duty  (o  impart  U  xu  you  wtlhoul 
lielay.  I  have  discovered  the  oiiHtenoouf  aaocr^t  ossuciaiiuD,  hai 
f  >r  il4  object  tho  libeniliiin  of  ilie  b1avc«  at  the  Suuib  1>y  a  gun 
iiisurrettiiin.     Thf  leoilcr  uf  the  iimvcinont  i«"ci|d  John  Itnma, 
lule  or  Kautuw.     Be  has  been  In  Caoida  during  the  winter,  drlllil^ 
the  negroes  thpre,  and  ihey  are  only  wniilng  hb  word  Xn  start  fi 
South  In  nftim  thn  lAnvca.     They  havo  nan  of  iheiT  Imdiiig   men  (»  ^ 
while  mHu)  in  an  nnnory  in  Maryland,  — where  it  is  utunted  I  lia'B 
Hot  l>een  able  tn  learn.     As  (wmn  na  everything  is  rwtdy,  thiwe  iif 
their  nuinlwr  who  nre  in  the  Northern  Sialeo  and  Cannila  nro  U>  uoine 
in  small  coMipnnii«  to  their  rendeivons,  whirh  In  In  tho  muuutnins  in 
Virginia.     They  irill  pnais  dutrn  through  i'eiiuBylvHnia  and  Mm 
land,  anil  enter  Virginia  at  Ilarpi-r'a  Furry.     Brcmni  led  the  N<ir 
abiiul  iliree  or  four  wwk»  ago,  anil  will  arm  thn  nogrues  ami  M 
ilie  blow  iu  a  few  weeks ;  to  that  whai«vRr  i»  dune  must  be  done  It 
■mee.    Tliey  liavi-  a  large  i]unntity  nf  anns  nt  their  reniiujn-iius 
are  pmbikbly  dislrihntinK  them  almuly.     As  I  am  unt  tuHj  in 
eonlideDre,  tliis  is  all  llir  infurmalioti  t  can   give  yun.     I  Jaro  g 
sign  my  name  to  ibis,  but  trust  that  you  will  not  •iinreganl  ibu  1 
iug  on  that 

»  The  mvi>\nt»  is  dlii*t«l.  "  H.in.  Mr,  rioyri.  8#rt-l»ry  of  Wjt.  W.sl 
ineloTi,"  mBrfcnl  "  prirat^,"  ind  poctmarkfd  Cincinnati,  Angiist  93,  I 
AllhouKh  tli«  infomntion  unit  In   Plnyil  « 

h«r»  tnpgioinl  ■  Virvinian  >pn-Ullv  wnsitirf  to  "lell  intelltfCCnce,  it  d 
not  siipear  Out  h*  gan  lh>  maltn-  marw  than  a  louing  thonnht. 
raieiv^  the  letter  at  a  VltflaMa  waitftnt-pUom  lul  did  sot  >«d  li  twi 
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This  letter  was  not  heeded;  nor  was  the  more  public 
warning  given  by  Gerrit  Smith,  who,  writing  Aagast  27, 
said,  among  other  thiuga :  — 

"  II  is,  perhajis,  Uto  Into  to  bring  slnvtry  t<)  nn  ond  by  peaceable 
menus,  —  loo  lale  to  vi>to  it  down.  For  inuojr  ypare  I  hnve  feaml, 
«nd  )>ublished  my  fears,  that  it  mu«t  go  out  in  bluod.  These  fcan 
have  j;njwo  luto  belief  'J"  .ui,„.»i„^i  .^f^  [1,^  wliite  people  by  slav- 
ery that  them  is  not  v  in  tliein  t<t  put  it  down.  If 
I  do  nut  [nisinterpret  t'  a  uf  tbe  moat  intelllgont  ond 
ii»)ble  uf  the  blaek  t  ny  Vfay,  they  havn  «iifi«  to 
despuir  of  the  Mour>"  worit  by  the  white  p^njtte. 
The  feeling  among  my  must  dclirer  theineelvva 
gains  strenrth  with  »  No  wonder,  ihpi),  (s  it  ihtO, 
iut«lli(.'eiit  bUck  men  ui  in  Canada  shiiuld  mo  no 
hope  for  tbMT  nee  in  d  policy  of  white  men.  .  .  . 
Whoever  he  may  bo  tli.-  irrible  end  of  Amerlean  slav- 
ery is  held  both  at  tlie  N'urin  ana  inc  amiih  to  be  a  Ijing  [ir<)phei,  — 
another  Cusaaiidra.  Tlio  South  would  not  rcspeet  her  own  Jeffer- 
son's preihetion  of  servile  insurrection :  how  then  can  it  be  hoped  that 
she  will  respect  another's  T  .  .  .  And  is  it  entirely  certain  that  these 
insurrcttinns  will  he  put  don-n  promptly,  and  bffore  they  e-an  have 
spread  fiirT  AVili  (elegraphs  and  railroads  bo  too  swift  for  even  the 
swiftest  insurrections  f  Remember  thai  telegraphs  and  nulronds  can 
he  rendered  useless  in  an  hour.  Remember  too  that  many  who 
would  be  glad  to  face  the  insurgents  would  be  busy  In  transporting 
their  wives  and  daughters  to  places  where  they  would  be  safe  frDia 
that  worst  Tite  which  husbands  and  fathers  can  imagine  for  their 
wives  and  daughters,  I  admit  that  but  for  this  embarrassment 
Southern  men  would  laugh  at  the  idea  of  an  insurrection,  and  would 
fiuifkly  dispose  of  one.  But  trembling  as  they  would  for  beloved 
ones,  I  know  of  no  part  of  the  world  where,  so  much  as  in  the  South, 
men  would  be  like,  in  a  formidable  insurrection,  to  lose  the  most 
important  time,  and  be  distracted  and  panic-stricken." 

sIthou([h  he  laid  it  away  st  first  aa  n  pnper  of  some  moment.  It  has  never 
bpen  ascertainpcl  n-ho  wrot^  it,  but  pcrlisps  a  yoimf;  man  then  connected 
with  a  Ciiifiiinnti  newspaper.  This  person  liml  become  acquainted  with  a 
HiinKnrinn  refugee,  formerly  in  the  suile  of  Kossuth,  then  living  in  Kan- 
sas, auil  wlin  had  fought  on  the  sirle  of  the  Xorth,  possibly  UD<ler  Brown, 
and  hiiil  Icnrneit  in  saiat  dftail  the  plan  of  tlie  Virginia  cimpaiftn.  This 
it  is  helievnl  he  commiuiicated  in  an  nngiiardeil  moment  to  the  Cincinnati 
re[xirtcr.  kIio  could  not  contain  the  secret,  but  sat  down  at  once  and  wrote 
to  thf  Secretary  of  War.  It  is  possible  that  the  information  came  indi- 
rectly from  Cook,  who  talked  too  freely.     See  p.  471. 
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0«rrit  Smith's  prediction  passed  unnotioed,  althongfa,  i 
his  biographer  says,  "  this  Cassandra  apoke  from  certainty."? 
He  knew  what  Brown's  purpose  wus;'  and  hia  last  cotilnl>it<' 
tion  of  money  to  Brown's  carap+'hest  was  sent  aUiiit  t 
time  this  Syracuse  letter  was  written.     Whether  he  alsti 
knew  that  Harper's  Ferry  was  to  be  attacked  is  uucertaia)! 
for  this  was  communicated  only  to  a  few  persons  t 
those  actually  under  arms.     Yet  it  was  known   by  the  Cm 
einoati  correspondent  of  Secretary  Floyd.     Late  in  Septei 
ber    Jeremiah    Anderson,  one  of   Brown's  men  ^ 
killed  at  the  side  of  bis  captain  in  the  engine-house  i 
Hai'^r's  Ferry,  wrote  to  his  brother  in  Iowa, — 

"  Ouriiiining  fiompunj  will  consult  iif  between  twenty-five  und  thirty  1 
well  iHjitipped  with  tools.     You  can  Icll  Uliole  D»n  it  will  bo  iaiptM- 
alMo  fur  ine  to  vbit  him  befuro  next  spriui;.     If  my  Ufo  is  spHred,  I  ' 
will  be  timl  uf  w«rk  bj  that  time,  anil  I  »baU  visit  my  roliitivm  luti 
frivnde  in  Iowa,  if  I  etm  get  leave  uf  nbecnm.    Ai  prescut,  [  am 
bound  by  nil  that  is  himiirnblc  to  continue  in  the  miirtw.     We  i^  in    < 
^l  win,  At  »ll  faaianl«.     So  if  yon  should  heat  of  a  bilure,  it  will  ba  j 
after  a  desperate  struggle,  and  loss  of  nipitiil  on  both  sidps.     "" 
that  la  the  liuit  of  our  th'Miglits.    Everything  aeema  to  work  to  rnir  J 
hnnds,  nnd  vioiory  will  surely  prrch  npi.ii  our  banner.    The  uld  rnaa 
has  had  this  operalinn  in  view  for  iwfuty  yeare,  and  last  » 
just  a  hint  and   irial   of  wliiit  muld   he  done.     Thin  u  not  a  Lirga 
plitee,*  but  a  preri'nis  one  to   [Tuclo  Sam,  n»  ho  has  a  great  ninnj    ' 
to<iU  Ikto.     T  exiieot  (when  I  sUrt  ogHin  travnllinK)  to  start  al  thU 
place  and  go  through  thn  Stale  of  Virginia  and  va  south,  just  a 
druu  in  stance*  re<iuire ;  mining  and  pnwpwtiug,  and  carrying  tlie  < 
witli  us.     T  suppose  this  ia  the  lost  letter  I  shall  write  b^foie  iheie  if 
Miiiiethiug  iu  the  wind.     Whether  I  shall  have  a  ehanoe  of  » 
letlers  thi-a  I  do  n-rt  know,  but  when  I  have  an  opportunily,  I  sbal 
improve  it.     But  If  yon  d^in't  pn  any  from  wie,  don't  lake  it 
gmuted  that  I  am  gone  up  till  yuu  know  it  to  be  ao.     1  consider  ii 
life  about  as  safe  in  ono  pliuw  aa  another." 

>  This  most  alu  lura  ham  known  to>  wHter  in  th«  "Anglo-African,"! 
a  mnipuuiD  for  nolonal  inrn,  aho  nid,  in  Aiiffuit,  ] SjB  :  — 

■8n  i-mrnuiull;  »rr  weniiinnwl  I«  Ih*  hvnril*  diHti-ln*  of  Ihr  t^lrlt»ti>  nil  thftt^ 
pn-mirkMi  Urn  i-nlnnlBUontaU,  -  "W  M*#r*u.  IM    A^l*  — lli»l  <n  miiirt  tliMi 
tHHcb  Dlvlm  Pi^hkim  la  i*ni«  tarn*  put  mnu,  in4  Id  jUiu  huJi  lnU  Ui  ~ 
a/  nrfinia  aiul  VarybiHl  UhU  Swo  W«rdit  ItlEliHit-l  OinrU,  J.  W  Poinlm 
frubrU  nmgluK.  and  lb  hnnJii  ItsojaaJ  ■*»  aw  (timf  taBniwi 
and  -•  *«ild  uoo  M  Km*  iBnrtH  la  ttw  <IU«IMu  at  VU  Purta,  Itl  U 

•  liarper'i  Peiry, 
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This  letter  shows  the  emallneas  of  the  force  with  whicli 
Brown  undertook  hia  campaign.  A  few  of  those  who  were 
exiiected  to  join  liiin  did  not  ai'rive,  and  his  actual  force 
when  he  begau  was  but  twenty-two  besides  himself,  ppr- 
baps  only  tweuty-une,  for  there  is  some  iluubl  cout'eniiiig 
the  presence  of  John  Anderson,  the  person  lEtst-numbered 
iu  this  list  of  Urown's  baud  :  — 

1.  Juhu  Briiwn,  diriiinnnder-ia-Rhicf;  2.  John  Heory  Kagi,  ndju- 
liint:  3,  Aiiron  C.  Bt«phfiie,  cnptain;  4.  Walsoii  Bruwn,  iwplHiu  ; 
5.  Oliver  Brown,  copuin ;  6.  J>ihii  E.  Cmik,  M))tain  ;  7.  Chnrlva 
Pluintncr  Tidd,*  raptain ;  8.  Willium  H.  LeeiiJHii.  liealeonnt;  9. 
All>ert  Hnzlett,  lienteDnnt ;  10.  Oweu  Brown,*  eaplHiii;  II.  Jere- 
iniiih  G.  Audersiiu,  lieut«nunt;  12.  Edwin  Cop|H>c,  lieutenant;  13. 
William  Tbnm|)9>iD,  lieuieoAm ;  14.  Duupliin  Thumpe-m,  beiiten- 
ant;  15.  Shiddfi  Green  ;^  16.  DangerjUld  Newby ;  17.  John  A. 
Copeland :  18,  Osborn  P.  Anderson  ;  *  19.  Leieis  lAory  ;  SO.  Slew- 
art  Taylur;  21.  Barclay  Coppoc  ;*  22.  FraniUB  Jocksuu  MerrUm ;  * 
23.  JoiKn  Anderson-* 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  company  was  bnt  the  skeletoa 
of  an  organization  which  it  was  intended  to  till  up  with 
recruits  gathered  from  among  the  slaves  and  at  the  North; 
hence  the  great  disproportion  of  officers  to  privates.  Accord- 
ing to  the  general  orders  by  Brown,  dated  at  Harper's  Ferry, 
Oct.  10,  1859,  his  forces  were  to  be  divided  into  battalions 
of  four  companies,  which  would  contain,  when  full,  seventy- 
two  officers  and  men  in  each  company,  or  two  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  iu  the  battalion.  Provision  was  made  fmr  offi- 
cering and  arming  the  four  companies  of  the  first  battalion, 
which  in  the  event  of  Brown's  success  would  have  been 
filled  up  as  quickly  as  possible.  Each  company  was  to  be 
divided  into  bands  of  seven  men  under  a  corporal,  and  every 
two  bands  made  a  section  of  sixteen  men,  under  a  sergeant. 
Until  the  companies  were  filled  up,  the  commissioned  offi- 
cers were  intended  to  act  as  corjioriils  and  sergeants  in  these 
bands  and  sections,  and  they  did  so  during  the  operations  in 
Maryland  and  Virginia. 

Brown's  youngest  son  wrote  thus :  — 


'  TftOK  in  italic*  were  Cfllnred  u 
save  Ohvii  Browu  are  now  lnaL.    1 


II :  thoBp  marknl  (■)  escaped,  bnt  ijjl 


THE   FOKAT   IN   VIRUINIA. 


Oliver  Jironti  to  liis  Family. 


Pai!T»  Unknijws,  Sept.  8.  lS6a. 
Dear  Mdthek,  BkOTHER,  aki>  Sistekb,  —  Kuowing  Uint  3^u  a] 
fci'l  deeply  iiitci'cBhxl  in  pereoDeiUMl  iiiallpra  here,  I  feel  h  wish  U 
nil  1  MD  tliHt  La  euootiragitig,  feeliui;  that  we  all  iii!c<l  all  thn  ei 
n^u)eni  u-e  can  get  while  we  arc  trnvdlin^  nn  thrnugh  eternity.  < 
wliicli  vvery  itny  i»  a  port.     1  can  ouly  a»y  thnt  we  Are  till  well,  au 
thm  «ur  ur-irk  is  going  on  wry  sluwly,  but  we  think  HitjurHrtorily. 
wi>ul<l  lien:  BiLy  that  1  think  there  it  no  giiud  reusiin  why  udj  of  a 
mIikuU  be  illmuuniged  ;  for  if  wo  liave  Jnne  hat  nnr.  gmxl  iirt,  life  ia  \ 
nut  II  biiluru.     1   elittU  probnbl;  start  hnme  with   Martha  hwA  Ado* 
nbiiut  the  lust  of  this  month.     Saliniin,   you   may  malie  uuy  um  uf    I 
tliu  nngar  thini»  ymi  cun  next  yc»r.     I  lifipe  you  will  all  kwp  a 
li|',  H  "imiii!  pliwk,  anJ  lielie»e  thitt  all  will  wKiie  out  right  in  tlw  1 
etiil.      Nell,  1  linve  not  forgutleu  yoa,  anil  1  wuut  you  should  remein- 
brr  mv.     I'k'uao,  all  write.    Dinxt  to  J..hD  Henrie,  Chmnberebuir,  J 
PeniiaylvnniH. 

Ilelieve  ine  your  iiffei'iioTiaie  m'li  miil  br-jiher, 

Oliver  SuiTit.'l 

How  fnlly  the  Brown  family  were  apprised  of  the  dotaila  ' 
of  the  Vii'ginia  c&iupaiga  it  i§  hardly  jMiiiaihle  to  infer  from 
the  lettert  extant;  but  so  cautinuis  Wii.t  John  itrown,  and  ] 
80  irre^l&i'  in  his  eonespondenos  thnt  many  points  c 
late  or  uot  at  all  to  the  knowledge  of  indiridnal  menibeii 
of  the  family.     Thus  John  Brown,  Jr.,  wrote  to  Kagi  flif 
weeks  bet'orr  the  attack:  — 

Wmt  Akikivkn,  SppL  8, 1: 

F«IESI>  IIekris,  —  1  yewetday  evening  reeelved  your*  of  8 
Intntfer  8.  an<l  I  oot  only  hnaten  to  reply,  but  to  lay  ila  onnien 
berore  thoM  who  are  iniprrsted.  .  .  .  Through  thow.'  awooia' ' 
whiifh  I  formed  in  CanHda,  I  nin  nblo  tn  reach  eaeh  individual  n 
bfT  at  thi^  shortest  notice  by  letter.  I  nm  dev.iting  my  whi-l*  liitii 
our  mmpnny  kusiueits.  Shatl  Lniine>liately  g>i  nnt  orgaotiing  a 
nii*inK  fund*.  From  what  I  cifii  hurl  undemlood.  /  had  »Mpi 
you  ifttuld  Hol  thinii  i<  bail  fu  eomnuiKe  oprning  the  eoal  hanks  U 
tpring,  imlrw  cirruniatiiniirf  should  miikc  it  im|>eriitive- 
1  sujipuue  ibe  reaauns  uro  satisfactory  (»  you,  and  if  so, 
own  Hinnller  aharea  vuglit  not  to  object.  I  hope  we  ahall  be  able  If 
cct  nn  in  seMon  suiiie  of  thmie  old  miners  uf  whom  I  wroK 
HIihII   jilrain  eviry  nervf  tit  arconipllnh  this       Yi-u  may  W  aMiirV 
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thai  what  you  say  to  me  will  reiwh  those  who  may  b«  beaefitoil 
theroby,  auti  Ihow;  who  would  take  stock,  in  the  shurtcst  [luwilile 
time ;  su  doo't  fuU  to  keep  mc  posted. 

There  is  a  general  dearth  nf  news  in  this  region.  By  the  way,  I 
noticA,  througli  the  "  Clevelund  Leadrr,"  thiii  '•  Old  Brown "  is 
Eigiiin  figuring  in  Kansas.  Well,  every  dug  must  haie  his  day,  and 
he  will  nn  doubt  find  the  end  of  his  tether.  Did  yun  ever  know  uf 
such  ii  higli-hatided  jiiece  of  businera  t  Hiiwevcr,  it  is  just  like  him. 
Thy  Blauk  li4>piibliean!i,  some  of  thorn,  may  wiuk  at  such  things  ; 
liut  I  icit  yuu,  frit'iid  Henrie,  he  is  too  8a)t  a  dusc  for  uinny  of  (l)eiii 
Id  swallow,  and  I  can  already  see  syinptoma  of  difision  in  ihoir 
ruiiks.  Wu  are  bound  to  roll  np  a  good  stiff  majority  fur  <>ur  side 
this  fitll.  I  will  send  yoii  herewith  the  Item  referred  t»,  which  I 
cli|>i>fHl  friiin  llie  "  Leader."  Giire  n.>gurils  to  all,  and  believe  me 
faitlifully  yuurs,  John. 

Other  correspondence  followed  this,  but  little  that  need 
be  cited.  The  five  weeks  intervening  betweeu  this  letter 
and  the  attack  were  busy  ones ;  and,  as  usual,  Brown  was 
embarrassed  for  lack  of  money.  I  sent  biin  through  K^  a 
dratt  for  fifty  dollars,  August  30,  and  made  a  further  remit- 
tance in  September,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  fire 
dollars ;  this  completed  the  sum  I  had  agreed  to  raise,  — 
nearly  one  third  of  which  was  given  by  Gerrit  Smith.  The 
last  contribution  which  Brown  received  was  about  six  hun- 
dred dollars  in  gold,  carried  to  him  by  Francis  Merriant  * 

1  Young  Merriatn  was  a  graodMin  and  nHniesakp  of  Fmncis  Jnckson.  the 
Boaton  Abolitionist  (well  knovru  as  the  friend  of  Gnrrison,  Phillips,  P«rk«r, 
Quinu]',  and  the  nthi^r  extreinc  AntislBn-ry  inrn),  who  liad  htmrd  froin  Red- 
jiaib  aDi<  Hintun  orBniwn'sgBDenil  piir|ios?,  and  in  De^emtrr,  135S.  nrote 
to  Brown,  olfi-rlng  to  join  him  "  in  any  c^Mcity  yon  wish  to  pincp  tas,  m 
far  as  my  small  otpneitirs  gn."  He  had  been  in  Kansas  in  lis7-58,  «ith 
a  letter  tmm  Wendell  ■'hillips,  but  did  not  6i>d  lirown.  In  the  sjmnx  ct 
l&sa,  while  Ke<ipath  and  Mvrrinm  wen-  in  Hnyti,  Eugi  heil  wiiiten  to  Kin- 
ton,  luking  the  thre^  to  meet  liiin  in  BiKton  ;  but  this  ueoting  ncror  took 
pliKv,  III  SepCi'iubor,  1SJ1>,  Merriam  Itemed  the  dentils  of  the  Virj^ioia 
pliiii  fnim  Lewis  Haydeii,  ■  Kcntnoky  rrrHlman.  long  midant  in  Bmtan. 
■lid  (.'line  to  nie  to  renew  thr  offer  nf  his  servic'es,  Hia  lather  mi  ilvad, 
and  he  had  inherited  a  aniall  proporty  which  he  was  eajpir  to  derole  to 
some  practical  entRrpriw  (br  Tn-eing  the  bUvri.  Hi!  vas  at  this  time 
twenty-two  years  nld,  entlia&tuatii;  and  ruaolnte,  Lnt  wiih  liltle  judgmsut, 
and  10  feeble  health. 


laSB,]  THE   FORAY   IS   VIRGINIA. 

from  Boston  the  week  before  ttie  attack  waa  made  at  Hu 
per's  Ferry,   Kagi's  diarj'  (Ootol>er  10-15)  records  Menioiu'fl 

arrival  and  movements :  — 


"  Monday,  October  10.  — i 
.  M- 


.  Merriam  t 


;  went  ilown  » 


"  Twiday.  —  Dimns  retarDpd  t«  Mr».  ffitner's.  Wroie  J.  B.,  J 
Su«  Whisiiii,  an<l  nppuiuipd  uiix^tiug  fur  ThursJaj  ere.  8nw  (?M 
IIpIu  abiiut  purchiues. 

"  Wtdnf»day.  —  Wn.ie  WUiUm  SiUl.    Wrote  to  S.  Joui 
iiig  iiii'D  •itt.     Lt-ory  tiiid  CupcUud  arrived. 

"  Thartdaif.  —  Ileccived  li'll«r  fruin  Mcmaui,  dated  Bultiinor?, 

"  Friday,  October  IS.  — Sent  telegrnm  Iv  MBrriwu  ul  Baltimur 

"  Watson"  was  ouo  of  Brown's  sons,  from  wlioae  letters 
to  his  young  wife  during  September  and  October  a  few  aen- 
tencea  may  be  quoted :  — 

Wp  have  <idI;  two  blnck  men  with  ui  tinw ;  oiii>  of  thMC  hus  t  ] 
wife  aDil  seven  ohildreu  in  slavery.     1  ainnritiinea  feel  m  though  I 
niiild  not  make  llie  saerifieo  i  but  whnt  wuuld  1  want  otiien  Id  do,   i 
were  I  in  their  plate  t  .  .  .  Oh,  Boll,  1  do  wmil  to  sec  yon  and  tb*  J 
lUtlf  ft^lliiw  [the  young  babe  bum  in  the  father's  ab«enee]  very  much* 
but  1  inuU  wait.    There  woa  a  slavn  omr  hem  whnm  wife  wiia 
off  South  the  nthcr  day,  dud  he  wnti  fimnd  In  Thmiiiu  Keiinnly'i 
ehnrd,  deitd,  the  nest  muruing.     Ciinnot  enrne  hoiue  i>»  long  at  »uA  J 
things  are  done  here.  ...  1  sometiineB  think  |>crhiips  Wf  Khali  nr4 
inet'l  ttguin.     If  wo  (thonld  not,  you  Imvu  nn  nbjoet  to  live  for,  — tq 
be  a  tnothiT  to  our  lilll*  Frrd-     He  is  not  qiiiln  a  n-ulity  la 
We  leave  here  this  aficmimn  or  lo-mormw  fur  the  bial  tiin 
will  pnihalily  hear  from  us  »ery  soon  after  icetling  this,  if  no 
We  are  all  eager  for  the  wurk,  and  eonlidcni  of  sueci'M.     There  n 
iiuiiiher  murder  eominittod  noar  onr  place  the  otlu-r  day,  making  fl 
nil  6re  murders  and  one  etiioido  willitn  five  miles  of  our  pbee  tinei 
ire  have  lived  there  ;  they  were  all  oinvea,  too.  .  .  .  Give  my  n 
Kurds  to  sll  the  friends,  and  keep  op  good  oiumce :  therp  Is  a  ' 
■iHy  H-eoinlng.     t  uan  bat  oiinineiid  y>iu  to  yuiimlf  and  yniif  Mend 
if  t  sbuuld  never  see  you  again.    Believe  mo  yours  wbuUy  and  Direvc 
ill  luve.  Vonr  boaband, 

Watson  Brow:i  ' 

'  Walinn  inwJnM  twentr-foar,  mil  h«d  br^n  m»rri»i!  for  ihmt  ynin 
lo  Isabel  TUnininon.  whoM  brathen  Williim  and  Danphin  TbomtMnn,  tiklis 
bet  hiubaixl  and  brothci-is-Uw,  wttn  killed  U  Iliu^wr's  Ferry. 


UPE  AND   LETTERS   OF   JOHN   BBOWN. 


Brown  himself  wrote  thus  to  bis  family :  — 

Chaubkknbuko,  Pbxs.,  Oct.  1,  18C9. 

DuAR  Wipe  and  Childrkn,  all,  —  I  parted  with  MjitiIiji  nod 
Aiiiie  Bt  Harrisburg,  jcsterdu^,  in  coin]Miny  with  OIIvm-,  ou  clipir 
wiiy  home.  1  Irunt  Iw^fore  this  reachi>s  ynu  the  womeD  will  h.iV(>  «r* 
rived  tate.  I  hiive  encouragemoDt  of  having  fifty  dollnra  or  oiure 
sent  yon  soon,  l-i  lieif)  vn.t  tf.  •nt  ilin.nirli  the  winlor;  Mit  I  slutU  cer- 
tainly do  hU  iu  my  ]«•'.  ry  lo  MniiafOii  yim  always 
to  the  Gud  uf  uif  bthe 

Perhaja  yim  ptm  k  i  gnod  ciinililiun  iliniugh  the 

wimcr  (la  potatoM  m  r  ilinu  on  any  olhcr  feed.,.   I 

think  that  would  '  if  iho  cnip  is  gtxHl,  wid  ia 

secured  well  and  i. 

I  ecut  ailing  fi)ui  th  direiMtons  for  Slurtli*  [■) 

liAve  the  first  rboice  i,  and  Aoqc  lo  cn^t  Iota  fur  » 

choirs  in  the  three  m.  *on  is  that  I  think  Mnrthft 

fairly  entitled  to  particular  notice.' 

To  my  other  daughters  I  cau  only  send  my  hlessing  just  now. 
Addc,  I  want  yon,  first  of  nil,  to  become  a  siucere,  humble,  earnest, 
and  cinsisteut  Christian  ;  and  then  acquire  good  and  etfieient  business 
habits.     Save  this  letter  to  remember  yoiir  father  by,  Anno. 

You  must  all  send  to  John  hereafter  anytliing  you  want  should  get 
In  us;  and  you  may  lie  sure  we  shall  all  be  very  anxious  to  learn 
everything  about  your  welfare.  Read  the  "  Tribune  "  carefully.  It 
may  not  always  lie  certiiiidy  true,  however.  Begin  early  to  lake 
good  ciirc  of  all  your  animals,  and  pinch  them  at  the  close  <if  the 
winter,  if  you  must  at  all. 

God  Almighty  blesa  and  save  you  all ! 

Your  afTeetionate  husband  and  father. 

Harper's  Ferry  was  iiained  for  Robert  Harper,  an  English 
millwright,  who  obtained  a  grant  of  it  in  1748  from  Lord 
Fairfax,  the  friend  of  Washington.  The  first  survey  of  this 
tract  was  made  by  Washington,  who  is  said  to  have  selected 
the  Ferry,  in  1794,  as  the  site  of  a  national  armory.  The 
scenery  has  been  described  by  Jefferson  in  his  "  Sotes  on 
Virginia,"  written  shortly  before  the  death  of  Eobert  Har- 
per iu  1782,  and  presenting  the  view  from  Jefferson's  rock, 

'  Martha  was  the  wife  of  Oliver,  snd  was  lo  be  confined  in  March. 
B«li  was  the  ivife  of  Wstaon,  and  tlie  sister  of  William  and  Dauphin 
Thom)iBOD ;  Ahbie  was  the  nife  of  Salmon  Brown,  who  stayed  at  home 
with  hia  mother- 
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above  the  village.     "  V'oii  stand  on  a  vory  high  point  < 
lanil;   on   your   right  coraca  up  the  Sheuandoab,  bav' 
ranged  along  the  foot  of  tlie  inuuntaiu  a  hunditid  luilei 
find  a  vent;  on  your  left  approiwlies  the  I'otomac.  in  qi 
of  a  passage  also.     In  the  moment  of  their  junction  t 
rush  together  against  the  mountaiQ,  rend  it  asunder,  , 
]iass  olT  to  the  sea.     Tlie  scene  is  worth  a  voy^e  a<!russ  t' 
Atlantic;  .  .  .  these  monuments  of  a  war  between  riv* 
and  mountainit  which  must  h.ive  shaken  the  earth  itself  t 
its  centre."     Around  this  junction  of  the  two  rivers  1 
grown  up  a  village  uf  three  or  four  thousand  inhabitant^ 
Noi'tli  of  the  Potomac  rise  the  Maryland  Heights  ulmoi 
perpendicular  to  the  river's  bank,  thirteen   hundred  fee 
above  it.     The  Loudon  Heij*hts,  across  the  Shenandoah,  a 
lower,  but  both  ridges  overtop  the  hill  between  them,  a 
make  it  untenable  for  an  army,  while  this  hill  itself  c 
manda  all  below  it,  and  makes  the  town  indefensible  aga 
a  force  there.     Therefore,  when  Brown  captured  Harper's  J 
Kerry,  he  ptnceil  himself  in  a  trap  where  he  was  sure  to  ba  J 
taken,  unless  he  should  quii.kly  leavo  it.     His  tirst  niistake| 
(and  he  mode  many  in  this  choice  of  his  point  of  nttack  an) 
his  method  of  warfare)  was  to  cross  the  I'otomac  at  a  pli 
tio  near  Washington  and  liattimore.  which  are  distant  I 
sixty  and  eighty  miles  respectively  from  the  bridge  ovtr  1 
which  he  marched  Ma  men.     This  bridge  is  used  both  bjnS 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  and  by  the  travellers  alon^,  J 
the  publio  highway;  and  the  only  approach  to  it  from  t 
Maryland  side  is  by  a  narrow  road  under  the  steep  cliff,  g 
by  the  railroad  itself.     On  the  Virginia  side  there  are  r 
leading  up  &om  the  Shenandoah  valley,  and  both  up  auj 
dowu  the  Potomac,     Harper's  Ferry  is  indeed  the  Tli* 
niiipyls  of  Virginia.     General  Lee,  the  Hector  of  the  Soutf 
em  Troy,  came  hen;  with  soldiers  of  the  national  army  fl 
capture  Brown  in  1859  j  he  came  again  and  repeatedly  M 
comnmndiir  of  the  Southern  armies  during  the  next  f 
years.     His  soldiers  and  their  opponents  of  the  Union  a 
cannon.adi'd,   burned,   pillaged,   and   abandoned   the   to 
which  has  not  yet  recovered  from  the  ruin  of  the  war. 

liefore   Brown's  foray,  one  of  his  captains  (Conk)   I 
visited   the   house  of    Colonel   I^ewis  Washington   (groat 
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grandsoD  of  George  Washington's  brotber),  and  learned 
wlieie  to  put  hia  band  upon  the  sword  of  Frtilcrick  Lbe 
'Great  and  the  pistols  of  Lafayette,  presented  by  them  to 
Washington,  and  by  him  to  his  brother's  deBoendaots. 
With  that  sense  of  historical  association  which  led  Brown 
to  make  his  tirst  attaok  upon  slavery  in  Virginia  and  ajuid 
the  soenes  of  Witshiuirton's  earlv  life,  this  liberator  of  tlae 
Blave»  had  determi  at  their  head  wielding 

Washington's  own  iwed  by  ireedineD  who 

had  owed  service  ii  .  family.    He  therefore 

assigned  to  Steplu  as  their  first  duty  after 

Harper's  Ferry  sho  roceed  to  Colonel  Wash- 

ington's plantation  foi>r  utiles  south  of  tbe 

Ferry,  seize  him,  n  et  free  his  slaves,  uttA 

bring  biui  as  a  host  ,red  town ;  and  he  even 

directed  that  Osborn  Aiiiitiaun,  a  iree  black,  should  receive 
from  Washington  the  historical  weapons.* 

Cook  in  his  confession  said :  — 

"  There  were  some  bis  or  seven  in  Brown's  party  who  did  not 
know  anjTthing  of  our  Coast! tiition,  and  were  also  ignomut  uf  the 
plan  of  operations  uotil  Sunilny  moromg,  October  16.  Among  this 
number  were  Edwin  and  Itarcla;  Coppoo,  Merriam,  Shields  Green, 
Copeland,  and  Leary.  The  Constitution  was  read  to  them  by  Sie- 
phunn,  and  the  oath  afterward  administered  by  Cai>tjiin  Brown.  On 
Siiuday  evening  Capiiun  Brown  made  his  final  arrangements  for  the 
capture  of  ILtriwr's  Ferry,  and  gave  to  his  men  tlieir  orders.  In 
closing,  he  said :  '  And  now,  gentlemen,  let  me  press  this  one  thing 
on  your  minds.  You  all  know  how  dear  life  is  to  yon,  and  how  dear 
your  lives  are  to  yunr  friends;  and  in  remembering  that,  consider 
that  the  lives  of  others  are  as  dear  to  them  as  jours  are  to  yun.  Do 
not,  therefore,  talie  the  Itfo  of  any  one  if  you  can  possibly  avoid  it ; 
but  if  it  is  ncceasary  to  take  life  in  order  to  save  your  own,  then 
make  sure  work  of  it.'" 

At  the  Kennedy  farm-house,  about  eight  o'clock  on  the 
evening  of  Sunday,  —  a  cold  and  dark  right,  ending  in  rain, 
—  Brown  mustered  his  eighteen  followers,  saying,  "Men, 

•  TTia  PuritBnic  Quixotism  nnd  the  pmphftic  symlmHam  of  Brown's 
ch»ract«r  imiteil  in  this  act,  which  will  he  rpnienihtrwl  longer  than  mmiy 
of  his  Mjiloits  that  were  more  important  in  their  rtsulbi. 
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get  on  your  arms ;  we  will  proceed  to  the  Ferry,"  His  here 
ami  wngon  were  brought  to  the  door  of  the  farnihousr>, 
some  {likes,  a  sledge-hammer,  and  a  crowbar  were  pliu-ed  i 
the  wagon.  Brown  "  put  on  his  old  Kan'sas  cap."  mouutA 
the  wa^n,  and  sMid,  "  Gome,  boys ! "  at  the  same  time  d 
ing  hifi  horse  down  the  rude  lane  into  the  main  road, 
men  followed  him  on  foot,  two  and  two,  Charles  Plumme] 
Tidil,  a  Maine  farmer  who  had  joined  him  in  Kaii8.i.<t,  a 
John  E.  Cook  takiug  the  lead.  At  a  proper  time  they  h 
sent  forward  in  advance  of  the  wagon  to  tear  down  the 
egraph  wires  oQ  the  Maryland  side  of  the  I'otouiac.  ' 
other  couples  walked  at  some  distance  apart  and  in  sileuoa 
making  no  display  of  arms.  Xow  and  then  some  of  tliei 
rode  beside  Brown.  When  overtaken  by  any  one,  the  r 
oouple  were  to  detain  the  stranger  until  the  party  hod  pt 
on  or  toneealed  themselves,  and  the  same  order  was  ^iv 
they  were  met  hy  any  one.  The  road  was  unfrequented 
that  night,  and  they  passeil  down  through  the  woods  to  the 
bridge  atTOsa  the  Potomac  without  delay  or  adventure. 
Upon  entering  the  covered  bridge  they  halted  and  fastened, 
their  cartridge-boxes,  with  forty  rounds  of  ammunition,  oul 
side  their  coats,  and  brought  their  rifles  into  view.  As  tl 
approached  the  Virginia  side,  the  watchman  who  jatrolle^ 
the  bridge  met  them  and  was  arrested  by  Kiigi  and  i 
pheiis,  who  took  him  to  the  armory  gate,  leaving  V 
Brown  and  Stewart  Taylor  to  guard  the  bridge.  The  r 
of  the  company  proceedeil  with  Brown,  in  hia  wagon  or  o 
foot,  to  the  armory  gate,  which  was  but  a  few  rods  from  t' 
Virginia  end  of  the  bridge.  There  they  halted  at  e 
half  past  ten  o'clock,  broke  open  the  gate  with  the  crowbi 
in  the  wagon,  riished  inside  the  armory  yard,  and  seized  b; 
of  the  two  watchmen  on  duty.  Brown  himself  with  t 
men  then  mounted  guard  at  the  armory  gate,  and  the  otht 
fourteen  men  were  sent  to  dilfereut  parts  of  the  village 
Olivflr  Brown  and  William  Thompson  occupied  the  t 
over  the  Shenandoah,  aad  there  arrested  a  few  prisonen 
Kii^,  with  John  Copeland,  went  np  the  Shenandoah  a  hat|! 
mile  or  more  to  that  part  of  the  armory  called  "the  i 
works,"  where  he  captured  the  wati'hm'-n,  sent  them 
Brown,  and  occopied  the  buildings.     Edwin  Coppoc  aa^ 
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Albert  Hazl  ttt  went  across  tbe  street  from  the  srmoty  gate 
and  occupiea  the  arseoal,  which  oras  not  in  the  armory  m- 
elosure.  All  this  was  done  quietly  and  without  the  snapping 
of  a  ^n;  aud  before  midnight  the  whole  village  was  ill  the 
possession  of  Brown  and  his  nieii.  He  then  dispatched 
Steplieiis,  Cook,  and  others,  six  in  all,  on  the  turnpike 
toward  Charlestown  tn  hrinir  in  Tolonel  Wasfaiogton  and 
some  of  his  neighi  slaves.'    This  was  done 

before  four  in  the  I)  b  eoioe  of  the  same  psuty 

went  across  into  I  ought  in  Terence  Byrne, 

a  small  slaveholdi  e  they  had  expected  to 

find  slaves,  but  i  leau  time,  at  1.30  a.  m., 

the  railroad  traiii  lad  oome  in,  and  a  ne^ro 

porter,  who  was  i  ge   to  find  the   missing 

watchman,  was  stt  Brown's  guard.     Tum- 

'  The.  intervien  b«tn*ran  Brown  and  Colonel  Washington  (who  wns  oii« 
of  the  military  attlT  <•(  the  Uuveruor  of  Virginiti,  and  thence  deriT«d  bis 
title)  ig  thus  ilescrilifil  by  WasliiiiKton  :  "  Wp  drove  to  the  Brmory  gate. 
The  person  on  (be  front  seat  of  tlie  eamagi^  fiaiil  :  '  All  '■  well  ; '  and  the 
reply  curnv  from  the  sentinel  at  the  gnte,  '  All  'a  well.'  Then  the  gate* 
were  opened,  and  1  was  driven  in  and  was  received  by  Old  Brown.  He  did 
not  adilresn  me  by  name,  but  laiil  :  '  Vou  will  find  a  fire  in  here,  air  i  it  is 
rather  eool  this  morning,'  Afterwards  he  came  and  said  :  '  1  presume  yon 
are  Mr.  Washington.  It  is  too  dark  to  see  to  write  at  this  time ;  but  when 
it  shall  have  eleareil  off  a  little  and  become  lighter,  if  yoo  have  not  pen 
and  ink  I  will  furnish  them,  and  shall  reqniie  yon  to  write  to  some  of 
your  friends  to  send  a  stout,  able-boitied  negro.  I  think,  after  a  while, 
posaiMy  1  shall  be  able  lo  release  yoa  ;  but  only  on  condition  of  getting 
your  frit-nils  to  send  in  a  negro  mnn  na  a  ransom.  I  shall  be  very  atten- 
tive to  you.  sir ;  for  1  may  gi-t  the  worst  of  it  in  my  first  encounter,  »iid  if 
BO,  your  life  is  worth  as  iiiiieh  as  mine.  My  particular  reason  for  taking 
yun  first  was,  that  as  an  aid  to  the  Govprnor  of  Virginia  I  knew  yon 
would  endeavor  to  jierform  your  duty  ;  and  a{iart  from  that,  I  wanted 
you  piirtiuularly  for  the  rnoral  effeft  it  would  give  our  cause  having  one 
oF  your  nnme  as  a  prisoner.'  I  supposed  at  that  time,  from  his  actions, 
that  ilia  force  was  a  large  one,  —  that  he  was  very  strong.  Shortly  nfter 
reaching  the  armnry  I  found  the  sword  of  General  Washington  in'Old 
Brown's  hand.  He  said,  '  I  will  take  especial  care  of  it,  and  shall  en- 
deavor to  reliim  it  to  you  after  you  are  released,'  Brown  carried  it  in 
his  hand  all  day  Monday  ;  when  the  attacking  party  came  on,  Tuesday 
morning,  he  laid  it  on  the  fire-engine,  and  after  the  rescue  I  got  it." 

Coluiiid  Wellington  survived  llie  Civil  War,  in  which  ho  took  no  part. 
His  wiilnw  has  sold  this  sword,  with  other  mementos  of  Washington, 
to  the  Stat«  of  New  York. 
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ing  to  ran  ba^k  and  refusing  to  halt,  he  was  shot  and  moi 
tally  wminded  by  one  of  the  bridge  guard,  wliich  w 
increased  to  three.     This  was  the  tirst  shot  fired  on  eitlu 
aide,  and  was  three  hours  after  the  entrance  ol'  Brown  ii 
the  village.     Shots  were  fired  in  return  by  some  of  the  rai 
roiul  men,  and  then  no  more  firing  took  place  until  afta 
sunrise,     before  sunrise  the  train  had  bei^n  allowed  to  g 
forward,  Brown  and  one  of  Ins  men  walking  across  the 
bridge  with  the  conductor  of  the  train  to  satisfy  him  that 
all  was  safe,  and  thiit  the  bridge  was  nut  broken  down.    The 
work  of  gathering  up  prisoners  a*  hostages  had  also  b-en 
pushed  vigorously,  aud  before  noon  Brown  had  more  than 
twioe  the  number  of  his  own  force  imprisoned  in  tlie  armory 
yard.    None  of  his  own  men  were  killed  or  uaptorod  until 
ten  or  eleven  o'clock  on  Monday  morning,  when  Dangerfield 
Newby,  the  Virginia  fugitive,  was  shot  near  the  armory 
gate.     Shortly  afterward  Stephens  was  wounded  and  cap- 
tured, Watson  Brown   wounded,  and   Willium   Thompson 
captured.    For  from  nine  o'clock  (when  the  terrified  citizena 
of  Harper's  Ferry  found  a  few  arms  and  uius(ered  courage 
enough  to  use  them)  until  night,  the  Virginians,  armed  and  J 
officered,  had  been  surrounding  Brown's  position,  and  before  fl 
uoon  had  cut  oft  his  retreat  into  Maryland.     During  tlift-l 
four  or  live  hours  after  daybreak  when  he  might  have  w- 1 
caped  from  the  town,  he  was  urged  to  do  so  by  Kagi,  by  j 
Stephens,  and  by  others ;  hut  delayed  until  it  wa«  too  Inte.  J 
For  twelve  hours  he  held  the  town  at  his  mercy;  after  thM 
he  was  firmly  caught  in  the  trap  he  had  entered,  and  the  d 
feat  of  his  foray  was  only  the  question  of  a  few  hours'  timaj 
He  dt*w  back  his  shattered  forces  into  the  fingine-hou«f 
nenr  the  armory  gatre,  soon  after  noon  ;  but  neither  his  ni«l 
at  the  rifle  works,  nor  those  at  the  arsenal  ncroea  the  street 
nor  his  son  Owen,  on  the  Maryland  side  of  the  PoUimac 
eould  join  him.     He  fonsht  bravely,  and  so  did  Kagi  nnd-l 
his  few  men  on  the  bank  of  the  Slipnandoah;  but  the  latter  1 
were  all  killed  or  captured  before  the  middle  of  the  after-  ^ 
noon ;  and  at  evening,  when  Colonel  I^e  arrived  from  Waaht 
ington  with  a  company  of  Cnited  States  marines,  nothinw 
was  left  of  Itrown's  band  except  himself  and  six  mi 
of  ihcm  wounded,  in  his  ueak  fortress,  ftnd  two  unharmed 
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and  undisooTered  men,  Hazlett  and  Osborn  Anderson,  in  the 
arsenal  not  far  off.  His  entei-priae  had  failed,  and  tbroagh 
his  awn  fault 

Why,  then,  did  Brown  attack  Harper's  Ferry,  or,  having 
captured  it,  why  did  he  not  leave  it  at  once  and  push  on 
into  the  moantains  of  Virginia,  according  to  his  original 
plan?  His  oxplan'^--  '-  *' 'eristic:  it  was  foreor- 
dained to  be  so.  "  J  'he  said,  "  even  all  the 
follies  that  led  to  thi  doere^d  to  happen  ages 
before  the  world  w;  «;Iared  that  had  he  be- 
taken himself  to  ti,  could  never  have  been 
captured,  "for  he  v  d  studied  the  country 
carefully,  amd  knew  nea  tetter  than  any  of 
the  inhabitants."  ruin  to  his  weakness  in 
listeuing  to  the  enirei  loners  and  delaying  his 
departure  from  the  ca]>tiired  town.  '■  It  w;is  thp  first,  time," 
somebody  reports  him  as  saying,  "that  I  ever  lost  command 
of  myself;  and  now  I  am  punished  for  it."  But  he  soon 
began  to  see  that  this  mistake  was  leading  him  to  his  most 
glorious  success,  — a  victory  such  as  he  might  never  have 
won  in  his  own  way. 

Among  many  accounts  of  the  final  scenes  of  tragedy  at 
Harper's  Ferry,  one  of  the  best  is  that  of  Captain  Danger- 
field,  who  at  the  tiiue  was  a  clerk  in  the  armory,  and  waa 
made  prisoner  early  in  the  morning  of  October  17.  He 
says ; '  — 

"  I  wnlked  Inwards  my  offiw,  then  just  within  the  annory  inclosare, 
aoil  not  inorc  thiin  a  hundred  yards  frinn  my  house.  As  I  proceeded, 
I  SHW  a  man  como  out  of  an  alley,  then  another  and  another,  all 
onTninv  tnwnrds  ine.  I  inquired  what  all  tliis  meant ;  they  Bud, 
'  Notliini(,  only  they  had  taken  possession  of  tlie  Government  works.' 
I  told  thetn  they  talked  like  crazy  men.  They  answered,  '  Not  80 
crazy  as  you  think,  as  you  will  soon  nee.'  Up  to  this  time  I  had 
not  seen  any  anna.  Prtseutly,  hi>wever,  the  men  threw  back  the 
short  cloaks  they  wore,  and  disclosed  Shnrp'a  rifles,  pistols,  and 
knives.  Seeing  thesf ,  and  fearing  something  seriona  was  going  on, 
I  told  the  men  I  believed  I  would  return  homo.    They  at  once  cocked 
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their  guns,  and  t»ld  me  I  was  n  prisuner.  This  siirpridcil  me.  b 
mtild  do  Duthiiig,  being  uiuirmed.  1  tiilkci]  wilh  them  Bciiie  I 
tinie  lunger,  aud  sgHin  rsanyifi  to  yfi  hniiio ;  but  uiie  of  ibe  ii 
8tep)>ed  before  ine,  pre»euted  tiis  );iiu,  hdiI  luld  me  if  1  moved  I  w 
be  Nhul  down.  1  then  anked  wbut  tliey  iuttiud«l  tt)  ili>  witli  n 
The;  Mid  1  n«s  Id  no  peminal  dnngfr;  they  nnly  wnnteil  1/ 
me  U>  their  rapbiin,  John  Smith.  I  Hski-d  (h(im  where  Cuptuiii  Sir 
WM.  Tbcf  answered  at  the  gnurd  house,  ioiiide  uf  the  arinory  lii- 
clnsurei.  1  told  them  1  would  ico  there ;  tliat  wiis  the  patul  for  wliich 
1  first  started.  (My  office  was  th»re,  aud  1  Tell  uueuay  Ivst  the  vault 
bad  becD  broken  upco.) 

"  Upon  reselling  ihe  gate,  I  saw  what  indeed  limkiM]  like  wnr,  •■ 
ncgnies  armed  with  pikes,  and  scutiuelii  with  iiiunhels  all  iiniuiid.  1 
WHS  turoeJ  over  to  '  Captaia  Smith,'  who  mlled  me  by  n 
asked  if  I  knew  Colonel  Wasbiagtou  aud  utiiere,  inentiuuiug  binilrar 
unmea.  I  said  I  did ;  and  he  then  xtiid,  '  Sir,  ynu  will  tiiid  (liRm 
thcn>,'  motioning  me  towards  the  oiigine-f»om.  Wf  were  not  kept 
closely  ooDGoed,  but  wore  allowed  to  couvcrse  wiih  tuin.  1  aeked 
hiia  what  bis  object  was.  He  replied,  '  To  free  Uie  negruee  a 
Vii^iniiu'  He  addrd  that  he  wus  jireparcd  to  d»  it 
twelve  (iVlock  would  have  fifteen  hundred  men  with  him,  rvftdyi 
armed,  Vp  tu  this  time  the  citiEons  had  hardly  lieguii 
about,  and  knew  nothing  of  the  raid.  Wheu  they  learneil  what  M 
going  ■>Q.  some  name  out  with  old  sboiguns,  aud  were  thenute' 
fhiit  by  ciinncnlrd  ntEU.  Ail  the  sl^irrs,  an  well  aa  the  nrietul,  \ 
in  the  hands  of  Itrowu's  men,  and  it  wu  impossible  ti>  get  ci 
arms  or  ammunition,  there  being  hardly  any  private  weapons. 
lital,  however,  a  few  arms  were  ubuined,  and  a  body  of  eltis 
crossed  the  river  and  advanced  from  the  Maryland  sidi'.  They  u 
v,  vigorous  attack,  and  in  a  few  iniuules  enusvd  all  the  invaders  w 
were  not  killed  t<i  retreat  Ut  Hfown  inside  of  the  armiffj  gale, 
he  entered  the  engine-house,  earrying  liis  prinunera  ainng,  oi 
part  of  them,  for  ho  made  aclfctions.  After  getiing  into  the  engii 
hnuMi,  be  made  this  speech :/  'Geailemen,  perhaps  you  wmider  ' 
]  htivc  selected  you  from  (he  others.  It  is  hecnose  I  believ* 
let  be  more  iiiQuent^al ;  Hod  I  hnve  only  to  aay  now,  that  you 
have  tn  share  prueiwiy  the  same  fate  that  your  friends  extend  In 
man.*  He  bugiin  at  nnne  to  bar  tho  do<irs  and  window*,  Md  to 
portholes  thrxmgh  the  brirk  wall. 

"ThoD  cummeoeed  »  terrible  filing  fnxn  without,  at  every 
from  which  the  wiudows  ouuld  be  aecn.  and  in  a  firw  mioutes 
window  was  shuttered,  and  hundred*  of  balls  ewne  liimugh  Ihe  < 
ThrM>  ihoti  wem  anawereil  from  within  whenever  the  aitaeking 
iioiild  be  poen.     Thin  waji  kept  np  iiiosi  of  the  day,  and.  strange 
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say,  Out  a  prisoner  was  hurt,  though  ihouBiinds  <if  bulla  wore  iin- 
beddeil  in  thu  walls,  and  halea  Hliut  iu  the  d<x>n  ainiint  largi'  r-nough 
for  K  man  to  creep  thmugh.  At  night  the  Uriug  ccHsud,  IVir  wti  wrre 
in  totul  (larknras,  aud  iioltiing  wnilil  be  swn  id  the  tiigine-huaeti. 
Daring  tlie  day  and  uijfhl  I  iHlked  rimch  with  Itniwu.  1  fuiind  him 
aa  bmvo  us  a  man  o>uld  he,  huiI  HFusibte  ui>un  all  subjects  eac«pt 
■htvery.  Hi-  believed  it  wiia  his  dutf  to  froe  the  slaves,  even  if  in 
doing  «o  he  lost  his  ot  sharp  fight  one  of  Bntwn's 

■ona  wn«  killed.     He  f  >  raise  himself,  be  Enid,  ■  It 

la  all  over  with  lae,'  Brown  did  not  Ikavp  his 

poet  ttt  the  porthole  -  .ing  wss  over  he  wulkal  to 

his  son's  body,  slnd  ,  t^'k  off  hia  trap]iings,  And 

then,  tiiniiiig  to  nie,  hird  sun  I  hiivo  IiihI  iu  this 

oanse.'     Annlher  mm  i  :he  morning,  and  was  then 

dying,  hnviog  been  b  )  Htreet.     OtWn  during  the 

affiiir  in  the  engine-b  n  would  wiint  to  lire  upon 

some  one  who  might  be  seen  passmi:,  lirmvo  uuiilii  stop  th*-ui,  say- 
ing, '  Don't  ihool ;  that  man  is  unnnned.'  The  firing  was  kept 
up  by  our  men  alt  day  and  until  late  at  night,  and  during  that  time 
eevenil  of  his  men  were  killed,  but  none  of  tho  prisoners  were  hurt, 
though  in  grcHt  danger.  During  the  day  aud  night  many  proposi- 
tions, pro  and  con,  were  made,  looking  to  Brown's  surrender  and  the 
release  of  the  prisoners,  but  without  ivsult. 

"  When  Colonel  Lee  came  with  iho  Gi>vemment  troops  in  the 
night,  he  at  ouce  sent  a  fliig  of  truce  hy  his  aid,  J.  E.  B.  Stuut,  tu 
notify  Brown  of  his  arrival,  and  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  to 
demand  his  surrender,  advising  him  to  throw  himself  on  the  clemency 
of  the  Govcminent.  Brown  declined  to  accept  Colonel  Lee's  t«riiis, 
and  determined  to  await  the  attack.  When  Stuart  waa  admitted 
and  a  light  brought,  he  exclaimed,  '  Why,  are  n't  you  old  Oaawa- 
tomio  Bn>wn  of  Kansas,  whom  I  once  had  there  as  my  prisoner  f ' 
'  Yes,'  waa  the  answer,  '  but  you  did  not  keep  me.'  This  was  the 
first  intimation  we  had  of  Brown's  real  name.  When  Colonel  Lee 
advised  Brotm  to  trust  to  the  clemency  of  the  Government,  Brown 
responded  that  he  knew  what  that  meant,  —  a  rope  for  his  men  and 
himself;  adding,  '  1  prefer  to  die  just  here.'  Stuart  told  him  he 
would  return  at  early  moruing  for  his  final  reply,  and  left  him. 
When  he  had  gone,  Brown  at  once  proceeded  to  barricade  the  doors, 
windows,  etc.,  endeavoring  to  make  the  place  as  strong  as  pnauble. 
All  this  tiu)e  no  one  oJ'  Brown's  men  showed  the  slightest  fear,  bat 
ealuily  awaited  the  attack,  selecting  the  best  situations  to  fire  from, 
and  arranging  their  guns  and  pistols  so  that  a  fresh  one  could  be 
taken  up  as  soon  as  one  was  disrharged.  During  the  night  1  had  a 
long  talk  with  Brown,  and  loM  hiin  that  he  and  his  men  were  oom- 
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mitting  irrHson  Bgainst  tb«  gUte  and  the  Uaited  Suua.    Two  iif  his 
mnn,  hearing  the  e(>n¥(irMitioii,  wilil  to  ihvir  leuiii'i,  '  Are  w«  euiruriil- 
tiii^  trenson  agninat  our  ammry  by  being  Iiptp  t '     Bniwn  ancwereil, 
'  Certainly.'     BnUi  mU,  '  If  that  is  ao,  wo  dim't  want  t<i  ii^ht  a 
mcire ;  wp  thiiught  we  cuins  t"  HlKTHto  tho  nkvcs,  laid  did  n 
thnt  waa  cuniniilTing  Ir«Mon.'    Ikith  nf  thcfte  iDcn  w«re  hI 
kilUnl  in  the  attark  rm  the  eDKiue-hnutie.     Whuu  Lieutenant  Stiu 
raine  in  the  intiruiTi^c  for  ibo  final  reply  to  tht  dciniiitd  to  Bum-ndaij 
I  gut  up  and  went  to  Bruwo'a  aide  to  hoar  biB  answer.    Sliiarl  oskcj 
'Are  you  midy  ti)  surreodnr,  and  trust  to  the  ineroy  of  the  G 
incot  f '     Drown  answered,  '  No,  I  prefer  Ut  die  h«re.'    His  niannCT   ' 
dill  not  hetmy  the  leoat  ulann.     Btuart  stepped  aside  and  inodc  a 
signal  fi)r  tho  nttnrk,  whieh  was  hiatnntly  begun  with  sledge- liiiin- 
Dierg  to  brrnlc   down   the  duor.      Finding  it   would   not  yjeltl.  tlie 
aiilillers  teiied  a  ]'»i^  bidder  for  a  bHlU'ring-rani,  and  eoiriincuced 
beaiiug  thu  dour  with  that,  tho  [wrty  within  firing  inresannlly.     t 
bad  asxiitcd  in  the  harrieading,  fixing  tho  fiisicningi  eo  that  I  ronid 
remove  them  on  the  first  effort  t*>  get  in.     Uut  I  waa  not  at  the  dout 
when  tbe  battering  beitau,  and  could  nut  get  b>  ilie  faateuiaga  liU^ 
the  ladder  wna  umhI.     I  thvn  i|iiickly  rpmorvd  the  fuatenings;  an/ 
after  two  or  three  strokes  of  the  ladder,  tho  engine  rolled  paniaSf  ^ 
book,  nmking  a  amall  e|)erture,  ihmugh  which  Lieutenant  Green  li 
the  iimriiiea  fomed  bis  way,  jumped  ■in  tup  of  tbe  engine,  and  Ktood 
a  aeouuil,  umldst  a  nhowor  of  bulls,  looking  for  John  Brown.     When 
he  saw  Brown  he  spmiig  abont  twelve  fi-et  at  him.  giving  an  under 
thrust  of  hia  swiird,  striking  Drown  ahiiut  tnidway  the  body,  i 
nusiug  hiiii  completely  from  tbo  ground.     Drown  fell  forward,  i 
Ilia  heaJ  between  hia  knees,  while  Green  struck  liiin  several  llnx 
aver  tbe  hend,  and.  oa  I  then  supposod,  vpUl  bis  skull  at  c 
stroke.     I  was  not  two  feet  fmm  Bruwn  nt  tlm' 
got  out  of  the  building  lu  mhio 
aoine  iiiae  later  tliat  Drown  waa 

sword,  in  innkinf!  the  thrunL,  siruek  Brvwn's  belt  and  did  n 
tnite  tho  b<«ly.      Tlie  sword  waa   Iwul  double.      The   reason   1 
Brown  wua  not  killed  when  slruek  on  the  bcuil  woi,  that  Grei'u 
holding  hia  awoni  in  tho  middle,  striking  with  the  hilt,  and  niali 
only  vailp  wounds, 

"  When  Govemw  Wise  came  »nd  was  einininin«;  Brown,  I  b« 
the  (^nrstiona  and  aniwers,  and  no  lawyer  noiiM  have  useil  more  n 
ful  reaerve,  whlln  at  the  wimc  lime  he  showed  no  disn'«|iect.     tia<pf 
eraor  WIm  was  aaloolahed  M  tlia  tinawvrs  he  received  fnnu  Brow 
After  «»ne  ooutruveniy  betwenu  tbe  Cuiteal  States  and  the  S 
A'irginia,  an  to  whinh  hud  jnriadintion  over  tho  priwiners,  Bmv 
rtirried  to  the  Chntleatown  JhII,  snd  iiRcr  a  fair  intil  wiu  linuged 
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eouree  I  vrm  a  witnesn  nt  the  trtul ;  nud  I  must  eay  tbit  1  h&ve  nrvur 
seen  iiuy  mna  display  mora  <$nunigc  nnd  fortitude  thnn  Jutin  Bmirn 
■boipcd  under  the  trying  drraiMlnnrra  in  wbirh  he  wna  ploood.  I 
could  Dnt  go  to  see  him  hatigvd.  Ho  hod  made  me  a  iiriiKiiter,  but 
had  Kptired  m;  life  and  ihat  ut  other  genllemeti  iu  his  power ;  ttnd 
when  hia  sous  were  *hiit  d-iwn  busiite  him,  uliDCUt  au;  utber  mun 
NUiiliLrIf  plawd  would  at  least  have  exuclcd  life  fur  lifo." 

This  Colonel  Le'  fflcer  who  as  General  of 

the  Confederate  mwntained  bo  bravely 

the  lost  caa?«  "f  ndcred  to  General  GrauC 

and  thft  An      ■>*  ipril,  1805.     He  was  in 

1859  in  high  «.  iral  Scott,  iu  the  United 

States  Army,  sou  irds,  a  defender  of  slav- 

ery and  slavehoU  oth  he  aad  his  subordi- 

nate, Miijor  Russell,  treaieu  orown,  who  wa«  supposed  to 
be  d^-iiig,  with  consideration.  After  his  capture  the  crowd 
gathe/ed  round  Brown,  who  told  them  not  to  maltreat  him, 
—  that  he  was  dying,  and  would  soon  be  beyond  all  injury. 
Major  Russell  had  him  conveyed  into  a  room,  and  kindly 
ordered  all  attention  to  be  paid  him.  Brown,  recognizing 
Russell,  said,  "  You  entered  first.  I  could  have  killed 
you,  but  I  spared  you."  In  reply  to  which  the  Major 
iowed  and  said,  "I  thank  you."     Brown  said:  — 

"My  name  is  John  Brown;  I  have  been  welt  known  as  Old 
Brown  of  Kansas-  Two  i<{  uiy  bohb  were  killed  here  to-day,  and 
I'm  <lyiug  too.  I  came  here  to  libi'ratr  sIhvcs,  and  waa  to  receive  no 
rewaril.  I  have  arted  from  a  sense  of  duty,  and  am  content  to 
await  my  fate  ;  hut  I  think  the  crowd  have  treated  me  badly.  I  am 
an  old  niao.  Yesterday  I  unuld  have  killed  whom  I  rhnw;  but  I  had 
no  desire  to  kill  any  person,  and  would  not  have  killed  a  man  had 
tht'y  uot  tried  to  kill  mo  and  my  men.     I  could  have  sacked  and 

'  A  yrar  bpfor*  Genfral  Lee's  dcnth  he  said  to  John  Leybum,  at  Balti- 
more, that  he  had  never  been  nn  advocate  of  slavery,  h«d  emanripRted 
most  of  Ills  slaves  before  thr  war,  and  rejoiced  that  aliivery  w«a  abolished  ; 
adding  :  "  I  would  rh*erfiilly  have  lost  all  I  have  lost  by  the  war,  and 
Iwve  suHcred  all  I  have  aulfered,  to  have  this  object  attained."  I  print 
this  in  justice  to  a  lirave  soldier  ;  but  his  wnrfnre  was  as  much  in  defence 
of  slavrry  as  Hector^  in  ilefenee  of  Helen,  though  the  great  Trojan  did  not 
approve  of  Paris  ai  against  MeTielana.      General  Lee's 
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biimtil  the  tuwn,  but  ilid  noti  I  hnvv  treatoil  tho  p^rBona  vhmu  t 
liH>k  ns  huatngim  kiudlf,  unil  I  (i|ipfiJ  to  tlioin  hr  Uifi  Irnih  of  what 
1  ftHy.  tf  1  liiul  BUcctfJeil  in  ruimrtig  <iff  Rkves  ihis  limp,  I  nmld 
have  niiiwi  iwenty  times  hs  inttoj  iiieu  lut  1  have  nnw,  fur  h  (iimiUr_ 
tixin^litluu.     Hut  I  liiiv«  fulled. "I 

To  the  master  of  the  armory,  n'hUe  a  prisoner,  Browi 


"  We  are  Abulitioolst*  fmm  the  North,  eame  to  take  and  releoae 
yuar  sbtves ;  tiur  (>r(;nuizaiiiia  is  large,  and  must  surceed,     I  suffered 
much  iu  Kunsaa,  and  ex|)eci  tii  Eutfer  horv,  iu  the  cause  of  liui 
freednm.     ijlavvholdi^ra  I   rrgurd  as  robh*:'rs  and  umrden-re)   and  I  J 
have  RWoru  to  nbulisli  shivery  and  liberate  my  fellow-men." 

To  a  reporter  he  said  :  — 

"  A  1i'iii<>:ii  tvrliDe  li>wards  Ibe  oitiienB  led  me  into  a  parley  wilS 
them  OB  In  c<iin|<ri>misr ;  nnd  by  previirieiitiun  un  their  part  I  « 
delayed    untU  tmai'kctl,  and  tlieu   iu  wlf-ilcfcuce   was  furcod  lu  t 
trench  iDyHctr." 

While  Brown  waa  thus  undergoing  questions  from  ofB 
cers,  reporters,  citizPiia,  am!  iithers.  Colonel  Lee  said  thabi 
he  woald  exclude  all  visitors  from  the  room  if  the  wounded  ] 
men  were  annoyei]  by  tlieui.  Brown  said  that  on  the  coBp  i 
trary  he  wna  glad  to  tm  able  to  ninke  himself  nnd  hi*  I 
motivi's  niparly  understood.  He  conversed  freely,  fluentlj.rj 
and  cheerfully,  without  fear  or  uneasiness,  weighing  wel' 
his  words. 

The  "New  York  Herald  "  corresponiteut  says : '  — 


■  In  a  pK<pm  prrnlnd  in  th*  "  Atlnntiir  M'inlMv."  July.  1ST4,  I  uid 
thin  njirmsion  ;  "  It  wrw  thr  eri.tlii«tin;[  rFportrr  of  th«  'Kew  Yoil 
Hrrnl'l '  who  then  nnd  thrn  Jul  Unrp*''*  F-rry,  in  fVtoW.  1869]  DoUi_ 
iloim  thr  un'Wini;  tronU  lh*t  Tniifht  vlnr  harii  hwn  loat,  or  diiitarlnl  tj 
tho  rwilsl  of  Iho  tiiun  mm  to  «hnm  they  wi-r*  »|iok»n."  In  the  bd  li 
trr  I  rvft  rf'-W'A  fmm  n«nit  Smith,  toon  tft»r  niv  l»lp.t  vi^H  Ui  him  U 
thii  mimmrr  of  1871.  ha  (liu*  ulln'tn!  to  my  remark  ;  "  Bv  ihe  ""y.  ■ 
nrm  hefoti'  knrw  of  thi  rnwniinl  •» rri™  of  thu  '  Srw  York  H^mlJ"  I 
pn^erviiic  '  Ui«  undvinic  wtmli'  of  John  Brown.  Renirmlirr  Ihut  I  tr 
■i<^k  ai  thai  lime.  Aa  Pmvidcnnt  chow  filthy  nivnni  to  fnd  KUjah 
Pmrideiipf  rhoo»*  thlt  t1I»  •htwl  to  carry  to  mankind  the  ptveiooi 
which  o«nw  tniin  the  lipa  of  dMr  John  Brown." 


562  FE  ANn  LETIEHS  OF  JOHN  BROW^.  [IBM. 

"  Wlieo  I  MTivcd  in  the  unnory  ui  Rvpni'B  Ferty,  Blturtly  alter 
two  o'clock  ID  the  sftornoon  iif  Omber  10,  Bmwu  wits  ADSwmng 
qupstionapat  toliim  b;  Sfn&tor  Mnami,  vlio  h (id  just  (u-rlvoil  fpiiin 
his  roNideore  nt  Witieheslw,  thirty  miles  iliBtHQi;  Cnloticl  Faiilknirr, 
nii'iiilicT  (if  Ciiugrcss,  who  livea  but  a  few  inilea  off;  Mr.  VallaiiUig- 
haiii,  meinber  I'f  Congreeg  fruin  Ohio;  and  se^-cral  otlitr  distin- 
guished goDtlttmen.    The  foUowioK  is  a  verbaliin  npurt   of  tlie 
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Senator  MaVM,  ho  faruishnl  ni(iui>y  fur  jrmr 

John  Bntcti.     I  I  t  inyMilf ;  I  cauuot  implicate 

(ilhere.     It  is  by  my  h«vi-  bwu   Tulien. .    I    eould 

easily  hiive  saved  iiLyEvll'  irom  it,  nad  I  exercised  my  own  better 
JiiiigLneiit  riither  ihHU  yielded  to  tny  feetiogH. 

Mason.     You  itieim  if  you  had  CBcaped  iimnediatety  t 

Broicn.  No.  1  IihiJ  the  ineans  U>  inulie  myself  seeuro  without 
any  escape;  but  I  nlhiwed  myself  to  be  suirouuded  by  a  force  by 
being  toil  tardy.  I  should  have  gime  away  ;  but  1  had  thirty  odd 
prisuners,  whose  wives  and  daughters  were  in  tears  for  their  safely, 
and  I  fL'lt  for  thern.  Besides,  1  wanted  to  allay  the  f[>are  of  th<:«e 
who  Ix-'lieved  we  eame  here  to  bum  and  kill.  Fur  this  reason  I 
allowed  the  train  to  cross  the  bridge,  and  gave  them  full  liberty  to 
pBSH  on.  I  did  it  only  to  spare  the  feelings  of  those  passengers  and 
their  fntnilles,  and  to  allay  ihc  appreheusions  thiit  you  hud  got  here 
in  your  vicinity  a  band  of  luen  who  had  nu  regard  fur  life  and  prop. 
erty,  nor  any  feelings  of  huninuily. 

M'lxon.  But  you  killed  some  people  passing  along  the  streets 
quietly. 

Brown.  Well,  sir,  if  there  was  anything  of  that  kind  done,  it  was 
wilhotit  iny  knowledge.  Your  own  citizens  who  were  iny  prisiinors 
will  tell  you  that  every  possible  inesns  was  taken  to  prevent  it.  I 
did  not  allow  my  men  to  fire  wlien  there  was  danger  of  kitliug  those 
we  reenrded  as  innocent  persons,  if  I  could  help  it.  They  will  tdl 
yo[i  that  we  allowed  ourselves  to  be  fired  at  repeatedly,  and  did  iii,t 

A  Byntatifler.  That  is  not  so.  You  killed  an  uuanned  man  at 
tlie  comer  of  the  house  over  there  at  the  water-tank,  and  another 
besides. 

Broicm.  See  here,  luy  friend ;  it  is  useless  to  dispute  ur  contra- 
dict the  report  of  your  own  uri^hbors  who  were  my  priMiner». 
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a  here,  —  whu  providwl 


Maeon.     If  yoa  would  tcU  u 
—  that  would  be  tul 
Broicn.     I  will  answtr  frefly  nod  (aithfullj  nliuiii  what  conMrna 


laythiu^  I  a 


with  but 


-but  D..mh(mi 


1  prompting  nnd 


ififwlf,  —  I  wil 

Mr.    VaUandigham   (jeko   hud  just  entered).     Mr.    Bimr 
seat  y<iu  here  t 

BrowB.    No  man  sent  me  here ; 
that  of  my  Milker,  or  thai  of  th«  Devil,  —  whichever  you  please  U 
aavribe  il  lii.     I  B«)cnowl(i]ge  au  mttfiter  id  huinnD  form. 

Vallandiifhitm.     Did  you  gel  up  tliu  expodiiion  yourself  T 

Sroii'K.     I  did. 

Vallandiglwm,     Did  you  get  up  this  duuuiaeot  that  is  nailed  a 


Sroim.  I  did.  They  are  a  oiuiBtitation  and  ordinaiioes  of  my 
own  contriving  and  getting  up. 

Vallaitdii/ham.  How  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  this 
busiueas  T 

Broitn.  Pnrni  the  breaking  out  nf  the  difficulties  in  Ranaas. 
Four  of  my  sons  had  gone  theru  to  Mtlle,  BDd  they  iuduoed  me  to  go. 
I  did  nut  gi>  tlicre  to  settle,  but  bemoae  of  the  diffii^allJeB. 

Miatm.      How    inAuy    are    there    engaged    with    you    in    this 

Broum.  Any  quesiion*  that  I  <ran  honorably  answer  I  will,  —  not 

otherwise.  So  far  as  I  am  myself  ooncenLed,  I  Imve  told  everything 

truthfully.  I  value  my  word,  sir. 

Mamn.  What  wm  your  object  in  (mminft  1 

Brown.  We  came  to  rn«  the  slaves,  and  only  that. 

A   Volunteer.     How  many  men,  in  all.  had  you  I 

BitiiPtt.  I   came   U>  Virginia  with   eighteen   men   only,   heeidee 

Volunlrer.  What  in  the  world  did  yon  Enpposo  you  could  do  here 
in  Virginia  with  that  amonnt  of  mm  f 

£roim.     Young  man,  1  do  not  winh  to  discuss  that  question  here. 

Folunteer.     You  could  not  do  anything. 

Broicn.  Well,  perliaps  ytiur  ideiia  and  miue  on  military  subjects 
would  differ  materially. 

Mason.     How  do  yoa  jnEtily  your  actsf 

BrtncH  I  think,  my  Mend,  yon  are  guilty  of  a  great  wrong 
against  God  and  humanity,  —  1  say  it  without  wishing  u>  be  offeu- 
Bive,  —  and  it  would  be  perfectly  right  for  any  one  to  interfere  with 
you  BO  fiir  IIS  to  Ave  those  yon  wilfully  and  wii^kedly  hold  in  liondage. 
I  J.>  not  say  this  insultingly. 

Uifxm.    In' 
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Srotcn.  I  ihink  I  dij  rijjhl,  aud  lliat  others  will  ilo  right  who 
interfere  with  you  at  anj  time  and  at  all  timm.  I  huld  that  thr 
Golden  Rule,  "  Do  unto  nthcts  ax  yo  wdiild  that  others  thmild 
do  unto  yoii,"  appUos  to  all  who  wnulU  help  othera  to  gain  their 
lilwrty. 

LitutttutHt  Stuart.     But  don't  you  believe  in  the  Bible  f 

Bitnen.     Ccrtuiuly  I  do. 

Ma«on.     Did  you  consider  this  a  military  urganization   in  this 
Constitution  t    1  have  nut  yet  read  it. 
Bntum.     T  did,  in  some  senM.     1  wish  you  would  give  that  paper 

Miuon.  You  ronsidcr  youraelf  the  commander- in -chief  of  ihesH 
"provisiiinal"  iiiiliiHry  fiireest 

Broien.  !  wm  chosen,  agreeably  lo  the  ordiuanoc  of  n  cert«in 
dopuuicnt,  com mnndcr-iu- chief  of  ihot  force. 

Mason.     Whnt  wages  did  you  offer  f 

JiTitum.    Noue. 

Stuart.     '•  The  WHges  of  sin  is  death.'' 

Brown.  I  would  not  have  made  suiih  a  remark  to  you  if  you  had 
been  h  prisoner,  and  wounded,  in  my  hands. 

A  Byatmtder.     Did  you  not  promise  a  negro  in  CrOttysbui^  twenty 


dolUr 


>ntht 


Broion.     I  did  n 

Sfnson.     Does  this  talking  annoy  you  t 

Broirtt.     Not  in  the  least. 

Vallnndiffham.     Hiive  you  lived  long  in  Ohio  t 

BroKn.  1  went  there  in  181)5.  I  lived  in  Summit  County,  which 
was  then  Pormge  County.  My  native  place  is  Connecticut;  my 
lather  livL-.l  there  tiU  1B05. 

VdUiiTidigham.     Have  you  been  in  Portage  Counly  lately  t 

Brotcn.     I  was  there  in  June  last. 

Vallandiffham.  When  in  Cleveland,  did  you  attend  the  Fugitive 
Slave  Law  Convention  there  t 

Brown.  No.  I  was  there  about  the  time  of  the  sitting  of  the 
caiirt  to  try  the  Ol-erlin  resuuers.  I  spoke  there  publii'ly  on  lluit 
subject;  on  the  Furtive  Slave  Ijiw  and  my  own  rescue.  Of  courBe. 
so  fiir  iw  I  had  any  intlueaec  at  all,  1  whs  (iiippoaed  lo  justify  ilio 
Oberlin  peopln  for  rescuing  the  slave,  becaiice  I  have  myself  fofdbly 
tflhen  xiavea  from  bondage.  1  was  concerneil  in  laliii)^  eleven  iJuves 
from  Missouri  to  Canada  Inst  winter.  I  think  I  spoke  in  Clevelnnd 
before  the  Conveuliun.  1  do  not  know  thai  I  h.td  conversation  with 
nny  of  ibe  Oberlin  rescuers.  I  was  sick  part  of  the  time  I  was  in 
Ohio  with  the  ague,  iu  Ashtabula  Coiinty. 
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MaiKm.  If  yuu  wimlil  lull  na  whu  kqI  joa  here,  —  who  pruvidedl 
the  iiiruiE,  —  thai  w<iiild  be  infumiHtioD  «f  wiiiie  rulue.  I 

Brown.  I  will  niiswpr  frwly  nnd  f&ithfully  hIhiuI  whnt  ennr^rnt'l 
*nf wir,  —  I  H-iU  BLHtwi-r  iiiiyiiiiug  1  mu  with  huniir,  —  but  tint  nbiia 

Mr.  VaUandigham  (who  had  just  entertd).  Mr.  Urtitrn,  vhol 
sent  yi.u  hcnt  t 

Bniien,  No  ntna  t/fol  nte  here ;  it  whs  my  otm  prumpling  and 
Ihnt  nf  my  MiUier,  or  ihul  of  the  Dsvil,  —  irhichcver  you  plpMe  to 
iiBi^rilii'  it  to.     I  itck nun' ledge  no  master  in  hmnnn  form. 

Vallitndiiiham.     Did  yoii  gi-t  u])  tbo  expedition  yourself? 

Broica.     t  did. 

raflan^Anw.  Did  ymi  gn  up  this  >tiicuineui  ihnt  is  nailed  a 
C'lnstitutiuiif 

Brotcn.  I  did.  They  &rt<  a  oiDBtilulion  uid  ordinunoea  of  inf  ■ 
own  ODntriving  and  gi'Iling  up. 

Vallaniiigham.      IIow    lung    have    you    b«ou    engaged    in 


Brovm.     From  the  brwtking  out  of  the  diffi-rultit-B 
'  Four  of  my  bods  hiiit  gi>ne  tlx^m  (u  aeitle,  and  thity  iitdiiofd  mo  (o  goi.  I 
I  did  ijul  gii  then.'  to  settle,  bat  beraoM  of  the  difficuttiM. 

MntoH.  How  many  nre  there  engaged  with  yuu  in  thtafl 
piovemtmt  f 

BrtHot*.  Any  queBtion*  thnt  I  eao  hnnonbly  answer  I  will,  —  aoti 
iitherwiEic.  ^  far  as  I  am  myiielf  ooi»«Tnod,  I  have  told  ever^ihiag^.l 
truthfully.     I  value  my  word,  sir. 

itamn.     Whiil  was  jour  ol^ect  in  mming  t 

Broun.     We  winie  to  fre*  the  slaves,  and  only  that. 

A   Vniuntatr.     IIdw  matiy  uien.  in  nil,  had  yon  t 

Brown.     1    eamc   to   Virginia  with   cightooD    raeii   only,   1 
my-^-lf 

Vvlunleer.     Whnt  in  the  world  ilitl  yDu  suppiiee  you  tonlil  do  bero 
In  Virginia  with  that  amount  nf  men  f 

Broten,     Yiiung  man,  1  do  not  wish  In  disimaa  that  qnrsUon  here.    , 

Vnbuitttr.     Y»ii  nmld  not  do  anything. 

Brovn.  Well,  (mrhaps  yotir  ideas  and  mine  »n  inllllary  sDLjrcb*  J 
would  (lllfer  materially, 

Munwi,     H.™  do  y...i  justify  your  n«*t 

Ilruu-H     I   ihinit,  my  friiiad,  you  ani  guilty  of  a  grMt  wnnig  I 
rmninst  Itiid  and  hnuianlty,  —  I  aay  H  without  wuhing  to  be  oft-'U- 
aive.  —  and  it  would  W  [leriWlty  right  for  any  on«  to  interft^-  with  J 
you  so  far  an  (o  ti*v  iIiomi  you  wilfully  anil  wickedly  hold  iu  botid>ge>  -T 
'I  do  n'A  say  this  insultingly. 

Uiiton.     I  undemlnud  that. 
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ooiimiit  any  frieml.     I  wmild  mH  miawtr  HihU 

[Sto|.hen»  lurupd  pftrdally  over  wilU  a  Kroaii  nf  pnlB,   ud  wa« 

•iiotit.) 

thriiugiinut  the  DUlirt 

Brown,     No  mo 

There  eUe ;  in  all  tbe  free 

Slates. 

VallaHdigham. 

hidaU;  aeqtuunted  in  snuili- 

erti  Ohio  1 

Ztrutcn.     Not  v 

^whingwnClty! 

BmiM.    I  did  oul 

the  refmrtpr  of  the  "  H Praia  j  jcii  itiiiy  rcpul  ihnl.  -  1  want  yii  lo 
auli'TOtiiiid  that  1  resiM!ct  the  rights  i>f  the  poorest  and  n-eakesi  of 
colored  people,  oppressed  bj  the  slitve  system,  just  as  much  as  I  do 
those  of  tlie  most  wotlthy  Hod  powerful.  That  is  the  idea  that  has 
iRoveil  me,  and  that  alone.  We  expected  no  reward  except  the  satis- 
faction of  endeavoring  to  do  for  those  iu  distress  and  gn«tly  oppress^ 
as  we  would  bo  done  by.  The  cry  of  distress  of  the  oppressed  is  my 
reason,  and  the  only  tiling  that  prompted  me  to  ooue  here. 

Bystander.     Why  did  you  do  it  secretly  t 

Brown.     Because  1  thought  that  necessary  to  lUMess ;  no  other 

Bystander.     Have  yon  read  Gerrit  Smith's  last  lettert 
Brojcn.     Whwt  letter  do  you  mean  t 

Byxtander.  The  "  New  York  Herald  "  of  yesterday,  in  speaking 
of  tliis  affair,  mentions  a  letter  in  this  way  ;  — 

"  Apropos  of  this  exciting  news,  ve  recollect  a  rery  signlBont  pa.isa^ 
in  one  of  Grrrit  Smith's  letters,  published  a  month  or  two  ago,  in  which  tir 
iptraks  of  the  folly  of  nttt'mpting  to  strike  the  shackles  off  the  slaves  by  thw 
forcp  of  uKirul  sUBsion  or  legnl  agitation,  and  predicts  that  the  next  move- 
lusnt  mnde  in  tlie  direutlon  of  tiegro  emnncipatloD  would  be  an  insurrection 
in  the  South." 

Broum.  I  have  not  seen  the  "  New  York  Herald  *'  for  8om»  days 
past ;  but  I  presume,  frcun  your  remark  about  the  gist  of  the  letter, 
that  I  sliould  rcincnr  with  it.  I  agree  with  Mr.  Smith  that  moral 
suasion  is  hopi'less.  1  don't  think  tho  people  of  the  slave  States  will 
ever  consider  the  subject  of  slavery  in  its  true  light  till  some  other 
ui^ument  is  resorted  to  than  moral  suasion. 
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Vallandiffham,     Did  yiiti  eipeet  n  general  rising  of  tba  eUve*  in  | 

Brown.  No,  Kir ;  nor  did  I  wish  it.  I  expected  to  gatUc-r  tlioia  t 
up  rrrim  iJTiir  tii  tiiliP.  Hiid  set  ttieiii  ftvr. 

Vailriiuiiffluim.     Did  yoii  expect  to  hold  possTMinn  hero  [ill  ihct 

Bmim.    Well,  {>ri>b<ibl]r  I  hud  quite  it  dltrcreiil  idru.     1  il»n..t  kii. 
tliru  I  imght  Ui  rpvpul  tny  jilauB.    I  mid  liere  a  priBoiifruiid  wnuudi-d^ 
beniuiie  1  fixiUshly  iUIowlhI  myself  tu  be  hi.      Yuu  uv«rrnl«  yuii 
etrength  in  eup)Hiuiig  I  muld  hitT«  been  Uken  if  1  h»d  nut  iill«W(id  1 
it.     1  was  i(Ki  larij  after  euniineDcing  the  n\tea  lUtHeli  —  In  delaying  J 
tliy  tiioremeutB  thruagb  Monday  night,  and  a^i  Iii  the  tiui«  I  wh4  | 
HitiMhod  hy  the  Govcmiucut  tiuupB.     It  whe  hII  uC(:AiiiuDt>d  by  tiiy   J 
di-siro  U)  gfmtv  the  fecliugs  nf  my  prisonm  aud  thvir  faiuiliciw  and   I 
tlie  oorninuuily  at  large.     1  had  Do  kuuwli^o  ul  ihv  vtiiMitiug  iif  lllfl   I 
negro  HejwixHJ. 

VaEamligham.  What  time  did  yuu  oninmenea  your  organixaiion  | 
in  Ciinadu  1 

Brown.    That  ooeiiiT«d  about  two  yuan  ag'>;  iu  1^38. 

Vttllamiighain.     Whii  wiw  the  secreUiry  ! 

Brotm.    Thnt  I  wmld  not  tell  if  I  rectillecied;  but  I  d<i  not  rvcid- 
lecL     I  think  the  officers  were  olecled  iu  Mxy,  ItlTiS.     I  may  niitwcr  I 
incurreetly,  but  not  inieniiinially.     My  h^nA  h  a  little  runriiDed  bj  | 
wuunds,  and  my  inetnory  obscure  on  Antes,  etc. 

Jir.  8igg».     Wi-re  yoa  in  the  party  nt  Dr.  Kennedy's  honsc  f 

Brown.     I  wm  the  heiid  nf  thai  party.     I  i-crupied  the  hi>i 
t)  mature  my  pjun*.     I  have  nut   heen   iu  Bajtliiiure   to  piirrhnM   I 

Dr.  Biggi.     What  wna  the  nntnbcr  of  men  nt  Ki-nnedy's  I 

Broitn.     I  do-linc  Ui  answur  ihnL 

Dr.  Biffgg.     Who  lanocd  that  woumo's  neeh  on  the  hillt 

Broom.  I  did.  1  have  «nmetiiiic«  praellRed  in  aurgery  when  I  I 
thoii^'ht  it  a  matter  of  huinatiliy  and  necessity,  and  there  was  U"  una  I 
rl*e  to  di>  it ;  bnt  I  have  not  Htiidin)  sut^ry. 

Dr.  Biggi.     It  wn»  done  very  well  and  scientiftmlly.    They  huv*  I 
been  very  clever  to  the  neighlioni,  I  haV9  been  told,  and  tni  hi 
TUHWin  to  Bn«j)e<!t  tlieiii,  except  thnt  we  could  not  andcrstand  their  | 
inovemenl*.     They  were  represenled  s>  eight  or  nine  \innneaa  ; 
J'riday  there  were  thirteen. 

Rroien.     Tlicn-  wen-  more  than  thai. 

Q.     Where  did  you  ^et  arms  T     A.   I  bought  them. 

Q.     Iu  irhat  Klale  T     .4.  Thnt  1  will  nr-t  stain. 

Q.     How  ninny  guns  f    A-  Two  hundred  Shnrpr's  rides  and  t 
bandred  rerolvera,  —  whnt  in  enlled  the  .MusMwhusetu  Anna  Com-  \ 
pany'a  revolvers,  u  little  under  nary  eiie. 
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Q.  Why  did  joii  not  take  ihut  en-ivnl  jou  Inft  in  the  >it>i)»t 
A.  I  bad  oo  iircagioii  tot  it.  It  wne  givi-n  to  me  »  jMtr  or  Iwn 
ago. 

Q.      lu  Kansas  T    .i.  No.    ]  had  nothing  giren  lo  me  in  Kauans- 

Q.  By  wlioin,  and  iu  what  Stale  T  J,  I  dKliue  Ui  ansmrr.  It 
ia  uiit  pniperly  a  swivel;  it  is  a  very  large  rifle  with  a  pivot.  Tlie 
ball  is  larger  than  a  niusket  liall;  it  is  intended  for  a  slug. 

BitjMiier.     I  do  uot  ;  but  if  joo  have  anjthing 

Ainhei'  you  would  likt  n  it. 

Braun.     I  have  i  that  I  dniin  to  be  here  in 

carrying  oot  a  tneaai  iy  justifiable,  and  odt  I»  act 

the  |>art  uf  ao  Incenuu  to  aid  those  aufferiog  grem 

wrong.     I  wisb  to  aa.  t  you  bod  belter  — all  y.iu 

people  lit  the  South-  es  for  a   aelllereient  of  this 

questii'M,  that  iiiuHt  co  ui  wxiner  tban  you  are  pre- 

pared fur  it.     The  auob  ared  the  better.     Yuu  tnay 

di^piise  iif  1110  very  Piiaily,  —  i  am  iirariy  diuimstii  of  now  ;  Iml  lliis 
question  is  still  to  bu  settled,  —  this  negm  question  I  menu  ;  the  eod 
of  that  is  not  yet.  These  wounds  were  inflicted  upon  me  —  both 
sabre  cuts  on  tny  hc^  anil  bayonet  stabs  in  different  parts  of  my 
body  —  some  minutes  after  1  had  ceased  lighiiug  and  had  conseutetl  to 
surrender,  for  the  l>enefit  of  others,  not  for  my  own.*  I  beUeve  the 
Major  would  not  have  been  alive  ;  1  could  have  killed  him  juat  as 
easy  as  ;i  mosquito  when  he  caine  iu,  but  I  supposed  he  only  rame 
in  to  receive  our  surrender.  Thi^re  had  been  loud  and  long  chUs 
of  "  surrender "  fnnii  us,  ^  as  loud  as  men  could  yell ;  but  in  the 
confusion  and  excitement  I  suppose  we  were  not  heard.  I  do  not 
think  the  Major,  or  any  one,  meant  to  butcher  us  after  we  had 
Burrenden-d. 

A  n  Officer.     Why  did  yon  not  surrender  before  the  attack  I 

BrotcH.  I  did  not  think  it  was  my  duty  or  interest  to  do  eo.  We 
RMureii  the  prisoners  that  we  did  not  wish  to  harm  them,  and  they 
should  bo  set  nt  liberty.  1  exercised  my  best  judgmeut,  not  believ- 
ing the  people  would  wantonly  sacHfica  their  own  fellow- citizens, 
when  we  offered  to  let  them  go  on  condition  of  being  allowed  to 
change  our  pimition  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  The  prisoners  agreed 
by  a  vole  among  themselves  to  pass  across  the  bridge  with  us.     We 
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wanted  tliem  only  u  ft  sort  nf  gunnintee  nf  our  own  uttetf,  —  ihut  w 
abnuld  not  l>e  tired  into.  We  uxik  theia,  in  ihe  Brei  pliir^,  m  \iml 
BiljM  nod  to  keep  ibeiii  fruin  diijtig  auy  Imrrn.  W«  did  kill  »(iiiii 
liieu  iti  dcfoDding  onrsolvPSi.  hut  I  shw  ni>  'me  fire  oxcopl  direrllj  Ji 
Bolt-deri-iii*-  Our  ordtre  wcro  strict  mil  to  hnrm  imy  one  m.l  in  iiruti 
Hgninst  us. 

Q.     BrowD,  sappore  yoa  had  6ver;  nigmr  in  the  Uuited  Statt«,  J 
w)inl  tri>uld  }ou  do  with  tbcin  t     A.  Set  thvin  free. 

Q.     Your  inicnliou  was  to  carry  thein  off  nudfren  them  t     A.  Nut   1 
ftt  nil. 

A  Byntander.     T»  set  th«tn  firee  would  uorifiM  the  hfe  vf  c 
mnn  in  this  rommtiDity. 

Brown.     I  do  not  thiak  an. 

By»tnntkr.     I  know  it.     I  think  jtiti  are  fsnntirAl. 

Brown.  ■  AdiI  I  ihinh  you  «tw  fHrnhtiakl.     "  Whoui  the  gods  would   j 
destroy  they  first  make  tiind,"  and  ynu  are  iniid. 

Q.    Vfua  it  your  only  obJMl  to  frro  tbc  iiegnips  T    A.  Absuliiielf  I 
our  only  object. 

Q.     But  yiiu  demanded  mi,  took  Colonel  WnshliiRtou'i  silver  ai 
watch  t     A.  Vea ;  we  intended  fn-td;  lu  n{ijirii|>rintu  the  pr-ipi<rty  of  I 
■laveholdera  to  carry  out  our  object.      It  whs  for  that,  and  ouly  that,  f 
aiid  with  no  deBi^ll  to  enri(^h  uurM.-lvee  with  any  plundor  whatever. 

Bystamler,     Did  yuu  know  Sherrod  iu  Kuuuiat    I  undfrelnuil  yon  I 
killnl  hi>]>. 

Brown.     I  killed  no  mnn  rzeept  it)  Tnir  6fcht.     I  foiifcht  nt  Fllack  | 
Jack   Point  nnd  nt  Osiiwntoiiiie ;  and  if  t  killed  anylHidy,  it  w 
OUH  of  these  pUic«s. 

There  is  no  record  so  full  as  this  of  any  wmversation  held  1 
with  Browji  arter  his  caiiture.  We  have  notes  and  reiwrta,  J 
more  or  less  conllititJDg,  ot  what  took  platrc  in  his  couvi 
tion  with  Wise,  the  Oovernor  of  Virginia,  a  few  hours  after  I 
the  en^itie-hoiise  wita  taken.  Wise  had  been  a  leading  and  1 
turbulent  Congressman  from  Virginia,  had  belonged  to  mure  I 
than  oue  political  party,  anil  was  a  man  of  force  anil  t^otirage,  | 
though  infatuated,  like  most  Virgiuians  of  his  time,  with  1 
slavery  ami  Southern  institutions.  A  eorrespondent  of  1 
"  Har[jer's  Weekly  "  {whieh  wsts  then  supfiorting  slavery  I 
as  a  pillar  of  the  Union)  has  thus  described  Wise's  iut«r-  I 
view  with  Brown:  — 

"The  mid-day  imin  (Octobw  181  bmnghi  Gnvomor  Wi».  n 
(vnnpauied  hy  wveral  hundred  men  tnna   Richmond,  AleiAndria, 
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Itnltimofv,  and  eleewhere.  Aeoninpuiiod  by  Andrew  Hutit«r,  the 
Giiverour  rfjinired  to  the  guMd-nxiin  wher«  th«  two  liToancWd  itrbun- 
eni  lay,  aad  iiud  a  oniereatiua  wiiL  Brutni.  Tbe  Govennir  ir«H[«il 
tlio  u-iiunded  man  witb  n  n<iurti?ef  thnt  evidently  eurprisnl  Utin. 
Rn)«-D  was  lyiii^  u|h>d  iI>»  Umir  with  his  feet  to  the  fire  and  hut  bood 
pni[>|ie(l  upon  {iill<iwa  nu  the  buck  iif  a  ehfur.  Hie  hair  was  a  uiubs  tif 
tliilied  gore,  su  that  I  duqU  uut  dial inguish  the  uriKinal  ixiliir;  bis  <fy« 
a  pale  blue  or  gni;,  i  ean)  (iiriginallf  auudy)  whitt 

Hml  lilixid'HiuQeil.  ijqtieDlly  ititemiptiMl  bv  dfv\i 

rowl  of  a  fpTuciims  beasl.  A 
SDe-liHikiog  Mlow,  quiet,  iii>t 
\oicB  as  full  nud  unlurMl  a»  if 
ay  folded  upun  hie  breast  iu  a 
.hat  1  ob«tirved  wa«  aseuiued 
iif  their  wouude.  aOuly  tboee 


anBiTPring  all  qnPEtions 


firniana,  KiuiiidiDg  loi 
lew  feet  ficTn  the  ioM 
iu  pain  aptisreiitly,  a 
he  u-cre  unhurt.  Ha 
philcl-like,  helpkM  w 
hy  nil  ihnw  vho  lutd ' 
whi)  wpra  ahol  stune-i 

'*  Brnwii  WHS  fi'aDk  huu  » 
wirhiiut  rL'serve,  escepi  such  as  might  iiii])!i 
appeiiil  extracts  thun  notes  taken  by  Mr.  Hunter  i  — 

"  >  Drown  avere  that  the  small  pamphlet,  many  copies  of  irhich  were 
fontid  'in  the  persons  of  tlie  slain,  and  entitled  Provisional  Constitution 
and  Ordinances  fur  the  People  of  the  United  Statics,  was  pre]iared  prin- 
cipally hy  hiiiiH'ir ;  under  its  prorisiona  he  was  appointed  Commander- 
in-Cliief.  His  two  sous  aiui  Stephens  were  eneh  captaina,  and  Coppoc  * 
lieuteiiaut ;  they  each  hud  commisiiona,  issued  hy  himaclf.  He  aven 
that  the  whole  nuiuher  operating  imiler  thia  organization  was  but  twenty- 
two,  each  of  whom  liad  taken  the  oath  rei|uir«d  by  Article  IS  ;  but  he  con- 
fidi'utly  ex[iei;ted  Inrjteri-inforceuients  from  Virginia,  Kentucky.  Maryland, 
North  anil  South  Cnrolinn,  and  several  other  Slave  States,  lieaides  the  Free 
StalcH,  —  taking  it  for  granted  that  it  was  only  nccesaary  to  seize  the  pub- 
lic arms  and  place  th<'ni  in  the  handa  of  the  negi-oes  and  no rf- slaveholders 
to  rei'ruit  his  forces  iudclinitely.  In  this  calculation  he  reluctantly  and 
inilirtctly  admitted  that  he  had  been  disappointed.' 

"  When  Gi)vemr>r  Wiee  went  away,  nome  of  us  lingered,  and  the 
old  man  recurred  again  to  his  sons,  of  whom  he  had  spoken  several 
timi's,  asking  if  we  were  sure  they  were  both  dead.  He  was  assured 
that  it  was  so.  '  How  many  bodies  did  you  take  from  the  engine- 
house  f '  he  asked.  Ho  was  told  three.  '  Then  they  are  not  both 
dead  ;  there  were  three  dead  b<idies  there  last  night.  Gentlemen, 
my  Sim  it  doubtless  living  and  in  your  power.  I  will  ask  for  him 
whnt  I  would  not  aak  Tor  myself;  let  hiin  have  kind  tivatinent,  for 
he  is  as  pure  and  noble- lieart«d  a  youth  as  ever  breathed  the  breath 
of  life,'  His  prayer  was  vain.  Both  his  boya  Uy  stark  and  bloody 
by  the  Armory  wall." 
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Ill  this  converBatlon,  according  to  Qovernur  Wise,  Browi^ 
(lid  not  say  a  word  which  was  personally  offensive  to  him^l 
Somebody  in  the  crowd  called  Brown  '■  robber,"  and  Browal 
ri.'tortod,  '■  Voii  [the  slaveholders]  are  the  robbers,"     And  i 
ill  this  connection  he  siiid,  '*  If  you  have  your  opinions 
atioiit  uie,  I  have  my  opinions  about  you."    Wise  then  said: 
"  Mr.  Brown,  the  silver  of  your  hair  is  reddened  by  the 
blood  of  crime,  and  you  sliould  eschew  these  hard  words 
and  tliink  upon  eternity.     You  are  suffering  from  wounds, 
IH'i'liajie  fatal ;   and  should    you   escape    death   from  thew 
pauses,  you  must  submit  to  a  trial  which  may  involve  death. 
Your  confessions  justify  the  presumption  that  you  will  be 
found  guilty ;  and  eveu  now  you  are  committing  a  felony 
under  the   laws  of  Virginia,  by   uttering  sentiments  like 
tliese.     It  is  lietter  you  should  turn  your  attention  to  your   , 
eternal  future  than  l<e  dealing  in  denunciations  which  c 
only  injure  you."     Brown  replied.  "Governor,  ^  have  from   ■ 
all  appearances  not  more  thun  fifteen  or  twenty  years  the  j 
Btart  of  you  in  the  journey  to  that  eternity  of  which  you  1 
kindly  warn  me  ;  and  whether  my  time  here  shall  be  fifteen  I 
months,  or  fifteen  days,  or  fifteen  hours,  I  am  erjually  pre- 
pared to  go.     There  is  an  eternity  behind  and  an  eternity 
fcefore ;  and  this  little  speck  in  the  centre,  however  long,  is 
tut  comparatively  a  ininutt'.     Tlie  difference  betweeii  your 
tenure  and  mine  is  trifling,  and  I  therefore  tell  you  to  be 
prepared.     I  ara  prepared.     You  all  have  a  heavy  respou- 
Bibility,  and  it  behooves  you  to  prepare  more  than  it  does 
me." 

In  speaking  of  this  conversation,'  Wise  said  publicly ; 

'•  They  are  tnlrtaltBn  whi  Ult#  Rmwn  to  b<?  a  madm«n.  He  ia  a 
lunillB  li  llie  besl  nprves  I  ever  fww  ;  ntl  miii  thnist  xnA  hlomling, 
and  in  bumla.     He  ia  a  nmn  uf  clmr  hear),  'if  roumgn,  fiirtituile.  and 


"  A  Vitgi. 

Jalhr.     t  (M  Hi  Ui*  inqn*  Ota  jva  tnM  Onnrn'R  WUc 
frnm  VUidnk.  TiniMwa.  ud  t)n  CuvllUL     I*  UiM  tni>. 
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i«  is  euiil,  ooUeeinl,  uid  indomitMbl*,  mdJ 

to  him  to  BAj  lh»t  bn  wu  bumutHi  to  his  prtaunm, 
ik1  me  with  grant  tTUHt  in  liis  integrity  ae  a  iimd  of 
a  biuitu^,  vniu  anil  gitrruluuB,  but  firm,  Irutbful,  atid 
tie  pnifetoeB  to  be  a  L'hn^liuo  in  cioininuniun  with  Ihe 
il  Church  u(  the  North,  and  upealy  preaches  his  pur- 
real  omHneipMioD;  anil  the  negroea  tbe[nsclv(«  were  to 
by  while  cominauders.  .  .  . 
LB   the  cuullMt   and    finii<^ 
ktld   dt^lh.      With    VHQ   K>u 
igh.  he  tch  the  [rnlsv  i-f  hk 
:■  with  tho  oilier,  and  cuia- 

■ly  us  thi-y  coul'J." 


BRO'  ma  TRIAL. 

On  the  first  day  of  his  trial  under  indictment  {October 
25),  in  the  court-house  at  Charlestown  not  far  from  Har- 
per's Ferry,  Brown  and  Coppoc  were  broug^ht  in  manacled 
together.  Brown  appear^  weak,  haggard,  and  with  eyes 
swollen  from  the  effects  of  the  wound  in  his  head.  The 
prisoners  were  severally  charged  with  treason  and  murder. 
Tlie  Court  asked  if  they  had  counsel,  when  Brown  spoke  as 
follows :  — 

''  I  did  n<it  ask  for  any  qunrter  at  the  time  I  was  titkeu;  I  did  not 
ask  tu  have  my  life  Bjiitrcd.  Tho  Governor  of  the  State  of  Virginia 
tendered  ine  assuraucea  that  I  should  have  a  fair  trial ;  hut  under  no 


Li  1  luil,  tiacl(fid  odIj  br  HtraggllDg  negrom  ;  uid  I  npllftd  that  I  b*d  pnxD- 
inple  iiulJitini;e.  «ul  woulrt  hav«  iwelTHt  tt  Ion  tf  1  coold  only  h»»«  pat  the 
loltcin.  tie  Uien  itktU  mdclrnlj  dihI  in  «  hmreh  mrte*,  u  yoa  're  Ken  liwTera 
t  wHnrM :  ' '  AwiMiuii'e  I  Fmm  whul  Stat",  »ir  t '  I  ■»■  »ot  thrown  oV  aj 
nil  tT|>1led :  "  From  mnrr  than  fna  'd  brXevs  If  1  ahmiM  DUne  then  ill  ^  bat  I 


AalaifH     «»ll, 


ston  Salunlar  iiiEhL 
r  StiiUa  pnamined  It  t 
D  a*  Wlim  and  I  'II  giir* 
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(iirraiPBtaDces  wbtttover  GhttU  I  ba  able  to  have  a  fair  Irinl.  U  you  | 
Bfek  itiy  blood,  yott  can  have  il  nt  any  mmncnt,  without  ibb  inrH^herr  I 
of  a  tnul.  I  have  hud  nn  miinBel.  I  hnve  out  boen  able  tu  itdviM  I 
with  auy  cue.  I  kniiw  nothiii^  about  thu  recilings  of  my  Tdlow- T 
prisiiners,  and  am  uiierly  uuablo  lo  aitt^nd  iu  any  way  to  my  own  J 
dffeoL'e.  My  lueuiory  dura  n't  eetve  me;  my  health  is  insiifficieul  j 
allliough  iwpruviDg.  There  are  mitigating  cirru  in  stances  ihtii  11 
wrmlii  urgB  in  mir  fovor,  if  a  fiur  irlaJ  j*  to  be  had;  bin  if  we  « 
be  fiin^ni  with  a  mere  futiu,  ft  trial  for  eiecutinu,  you  might  spam  I 
yi.>QraDlvea  that  truuble.  I  am  ready  fur  my  fatu.  I  bcjc  fiir  no  I 
Itiuckery  of  a  trial,  uu  inBult,  —  nothing  but  that  which  c«D»rJeDC«  I 
gives  or  iwwardicMi  drivM  you  bi  practise.  I  lull  again  tu  be  exeuiM<d  1 
fruiu  the  miickt'ry  of  a  trial.  I  do  nut  even  know  what  the  B|H.>cial  1 
ile*igu  i>r  this  «SMminatii>Q  is ;  1  du  Dot  know  whjit  ia  t«  be  iha  I 
beuoUt  of  it  to  the  Coin  mo  d  wealth.  I  have  nuw  little  further  to  aak,  1 
other  than  tliat  [  may  uut  bo  foolishly  itisulted.  only  as  cowarilly  I 
butbariaua  insult  those  who  fall  into  iheir  power." 

As  the  trial  went  on,  Brown'  again  rose  from  the  palli^t  I 
on  which  he  lay  wounded,  and  said :  — 

"  I  do  Dot  intend  to  detain  the  Cuort,  but  barely  wish  to  say,  a 
bave  been  promised  a  fair  triiU,  that  I  am  not  now  in  riri^iiinslAiii 
that  enable  me  to  attend  f  i  a  trial,  owing  to  the  Mate  of  my  health.    ' 
I  hnve  a  severe  wound  in  the  back,  or  rather  in  oue  kidnry,  whii^h 
enfeebles  me  very  much.     Bui  I  am  doiuR  well,  and  I  only  ask  for 
a  siiort  delay  of  my  trial,  and  I  think  t  may  get  ahin  to  listvn  U<  il ; 
and  I  merely  ask  this,  that,  as  the  saying  is,  '  iho  devil  may  ha 
his  dues,'  —  no  more.     I  wish  to  say,  further,  that  my  hearing  la  J 
impainid  and  rradfrnd  indisCiuct,  in  i»ntiei|(u<rii'e  of  wiiunits  I  hav*  1 
alHjut  my  head.      I  «innot  hear  distlnetly  at  all.     I  ouald  not  hntr  I 
what  the  Court  said  Uiis  mominft.     I  wi>ald  be  fcUd  to  h«ar  what  I 
ia  Ntid  <in  my  trial,  and  I  am  now  diang  bettor  than  I  rould  esptwt  lA  I 
be  under  the  nireunwtnncM.    A  very  short  delay  would  bo  all  1  Wtinl4*  ' 
Mali.     I  do  not  presume  to  ask  more  thau  a  very  short  delay,  su  that 
I  may  in  some  degree  recover,  and  be  ablu  at  least  to  lUlcn  to  my 
trial,  and  hear  what  (guestions  are  aaked  of  the  rili&^ns,  and  what 
ihcir  answer*  are.      If  that  conld  be  allowed  me,  I  ahould  fncJ  very 
much  oblige*)." 

The  Court  refused  his  requests,  and  a  jury  having  been  1 
sworn,  directed  that  the  prisoner  might  forego  the  form  of  I 
standiDg  while  arrai^ed,  if  ho  desin-d  it.  He  th<>refor«  j 
continued  tu  lie  prostrate  on  bis  cot-bed  while  the  long  1 
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indictment  wa»  read,  —  for  conspiring  with  negroes  to  pro- 
duce insurrection  ;  for  treason  to  tlie  Commonwealth,  and 
for  murder. 

In  the  course  of  the  first  day's  proceedings,  Brown  rose, 
evidently  excited,  and  standing  on  hia  feet  said :  — 

'^Jfay  U  please  (V  "-—  '  " — -rer  that,  nutwilh (■tun ding  atl 
tlie  a^sertiouE  1  bav«  'Aal,  nothing  Uke  h  fikir  trijil 

is  Uj  bp  given  me,  w  gave  the  naincB,  hb  booh  ae  I 

could  get  M  them,  ul  'd  to  have  culled  as  witoi«ses, 

Aud  wus  aHjtired  thitt  ibptsnn^.     I  wrutc  dnwu  n 

ineirorandiim  to  thn  ire  tboee  particB  were,  but  il 

apiicai'B  that  they  ha  mafd,  so  fur  as  T  can  le«ni. 

Antl  tmv  I  aak  if  I  an  at  all  deserving  the  name  and 

shadow  of  a  fair  trial  lug  be  deferred  until  to-mor- 

row morning;  for  I  hav.,  ....  ,,.uuci..,  .^  I  hnvc  befiiri'  stalpd,  in  whom 
I  feel  that  I  win  rely,  bnl  I  ain  in  hopea  cuunsel  may  arrive  who  will 
see  that  I  get  the  witnesses  necessary  for  my  defence.  I  am  myself 
unable  to  attend  to  it.  I  have  given  all  the  sttentinn  t  possibly 
could  to  it,  hut  aiu  unable  to  see  or  know  about  them,  and  can't  even 
find  uut  their  names ;  and  1  have  nolxidy  to  do  any  errand,  for  my 
money  was  nil  taken  from  me  when  I  was  harked  and  stabbed,  and  I 
have  not  a  dime.  !  had  two  liundred  and  tifty  or  sixty  dollars  in 
gold  and  silver  taken  from  my  pocket,  and  now  I  have  nii  possible 
means  of  geltinp  anybody  to  go  any  errands  for  me,  and  I  have  not 
had  all  the  H-ilnesseg  sub[>«enaed.  They  are  not  within  reach,  and 
are  not  here.  I  ask  at  least  nnlil  to-mnrrow  morning  to  have  some- 
thing done,  if  anything  is  designed.  If  not,  I  am  ready  for  anything 
that  may  come  np." 

Brown  then  lay  down  ^:ain,  drew  his  blanket  over  bitn, 
closed  his  eyes,  and  appeared  to  sink  in  tranquil  slumber. 
The  day  after,  when  insanity  was  pleaded  in  hia  defence, 
he  desired  his  counsel  to  say  that  be  did  not  put  in  the 
plea  of  insanity.  This  movement  was  made  without  his 
approbation  or  concurrence,  ai^d  was  unknown  to  him  till 
then.     He  then  raised  himself  up  in  bed,  and  said :  — 

"  T  will  add,  if  the  Conrt  will  allow  me,  that  I  look  npon  it  as  a 
miserable  artifice  and  pretext  of  those  who  ought  to  take  a  different 
course  in  regard  to  nie,  if  they  timk  any  at  all,  and  I  view  it  with 
amlempt  more  than  otherwise.  As  I  remarked  to  Mr.  Green,  insane 
prisoners,  so  fur  «a  my  exporienee  goes,  have  but  little  ability  to 
juilge  of  their  own  sanity ;  and  if  1  am  insane,  oS  course  I  should 
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think  I  knen-  mure  tliaii  all  the  rest  of  the  world.  Bat  I  do  n 
think  so.  I  am  perfeeily  uncnDseious  nt  insanitj,  and  I  t^ect,  i 
fur  ni!  I  um  capable,  any  alteinpls  lo  Interfcre  Id  luy  behalf  on 


Brown  was  ably  defended,  among  others,  by  a  young 
Massachusetts  attorney,  Qeorge  H.  Hoyt,  but  of  course 
was  fionvicted.  The  prosecutor  was  Andrew  Huntef,  of  J 
CliarleatowD,  who  in  his  argument 
"  CiiiiteDilcJ  that  the  omle  <if  TirKiuin  lUtfinea  ritin-»B  or  Virgini 
'  ivll  tli'ise  white  pereons  h>ini  in  iiny  <ilhi-r  Stale  uf  this  Uniwn,  who 
iiiiiy  Ix-eotno  residents  here ; '  nntl  ihiit  cviiktooo  shows  witliiiut  a 
shiidiiw  of  a  qiimtiiHi  that  whi-u  Druwn  wot  to  Vir^ui&i  aud  plunted 
hia  feut  at  Hnrpor'a  Ferry,  lie  ciiiiw  tlit-re  Ui  Keiili',  aud  to  hold  the 
plnw  pontinnently.  Trui-,  lie  uccapii^  a  fann  R'ur  or  Eve  miles  off 
in  Maryland,  but  not  for  the  legitimaii>  pnqwign  of  establish! ug  his 
domicil  then ;  no,  for  the  nefHri<'tia  and  hplliah  purpose  of  rallying 
furcM  into  this  Cutninon wealth,  and  ef>lnbli^'hlog  IniiiKeirst  Harper'a 
Perry,  aa  the  starting-point  for  u  new  governini-nt.  Whaluvcr  it  w 
whether  tragionl,  or  farcinl  and  ridii'ulous,  ii«  Bmwn'a  matisrl  had  I 
presciiti^d  it,  his  eoudurt  showed,  if  hia  divlanitiuns  wore  ineiifficieiitt- 
that  it  waa  nut  alouu  fur  the  pur[>06e  of  earryiug  vS  slavea  tliat  h« 
rninu  thtrn.  His  '  Pnivisional  Govemment '  wns  a  ri'iil  tiling  and 
no  dobiiting  sorii^ty,  na  his  connacl  would  havn  ns  iwlicvo;  anil  in 
holiliiig  offic«  under  it  and  exerejxing  its  fiinrtiimii,  ho  was  clearly 
guilty  fif  tr(>as<in.  As  l«  conxpiriiig  witli  slaves  and  rviN'b,  ihu  law 
says  thfl  prisoners  are  equally  guilty,  wht-ther  iniiunvFtioa  is  maile  or 
not  Advice  may  bo  given  by  muttons  as  well  as  words.  When  yuu 
pot  piiiea  in  the  hunds  of  slaved',  and  have  thHr  mastiT  caiitire,  t~ 
ia  advice  to  slaves  to  reb«d,  and  is  punishable  with  duath.^ 

During  moat  of  the  arguments  Brown  lay  on  his  I 
with  his  pyes  closeil.  When  the  venUct  was  read,  ' 
of  treason,  and  of  conspiring  and  advising  with  slnvrs  a 
others  to  rebel,  and  of  murder  in  the  first  degree,"  t 
the  slightest  sound  was  heard  in  the  crowd  present,  ' 
a  maniPnt  bt^forc,  outside  the  court,  had  joined  in  tlirei 
and  imprecations.  Brown  himself  said  not  «  word,  I 
on  any  previous  day  turned  to  ailjnst  his  {allet  and  t 
ciinipuspdiy  stretched  himself  upon  it  A  motion  for  ■ 
arrest  of  judgment  was  i>ut  in,  but  counsel  on  both  sicli 
lieing  too  innch  rxhaiisted  to  go  on.  Brown  was  retuovt 
un sentenced  to  prisoD. 
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!f  of  the  slare      " 


r\W  all  tb    '  TO  in  behalf  o 

^^   throi  \\y  devoted  to  emancipa- 

tion, noni  lat  wrought  by  him   in 

prison  and  «..  -^  ly  seeks  in  vain  for  par- 

allels to  this  achieveraent,  —  a  iietcated,  dying  old  man, 
Tho  had  been  praying  and  fighting,  pleading  and  toiling, 
for  years,  to  peraukde  a  great  people  that  their  national  life 
was  all  wrong,  suddenly  converting  inillionB  to  his  cause  by 
the  silent  magnanimity  or  the  spoken  wisdom  of  his  last 
days  as  a  fettered  prisoner.  For  Brown  was  not  figuratively 
and  rhetorically  in  chains  during  that  period  of  frenzied  ter- 
ror which  lay  between  his  capture  of  Harper's  Ferry,  Octo- 
ber 16,  and  his  death  at  Charlestown,  Dec.  2,  1859.  He 
was  loaded  with  chains,  hand  and  foot ;  he  was  fastened  to  . 
the  floor  of  his  cell,  and  watched  day  and  night  by  armed 
men,  whose  instructions  were  to  kill  him  if  he  should  have 
any,  the  most  remote,  chance  of  escape.  He  was  forced  to 
rise  from  what  was  feared  to  be  his  dying  bed,  to  hear  the 
ferocious  indictment  against  him  recited;  and  during  the 
most  of  his  trial  he  lay  on  a  pallet  in  the  court-room.  But 
that  Divine  Wisdom  which  he  adored,  and  whose  purposes 
he  alone,  of  living  or  dying  men,  could  best  fnlfil,  was  his 
guide  and  his  guard  ;  from  the  hand  which  had  armed  him 
with  sword  and  rifie  he  now  received  that  sword  of  the 
Spirit,  heavenly  in  tetuper  and  in  power,  which  won  for 
bini  his  final  victory. 

"  For  in  all  thities.  0  Lord !  Thno  dirist  injigni^  Thj  servant, 
anrl  gliiriff  him;  npithcr  didst  Thon  lightly  rrgard  him,  hut  didxt 
awiBt  him  in  cv"-"  time  and  place.    When  tmrighteoas  men  thought 
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to  opprou  tbiB  riglit«oa8  one  in  prison,  the;  thomselvM,  the 
cinera  of  durkneM,  aud  futti^reil  with  the  linoda  of  a  lung  n 
lay  there  exiled  from  the  EtenuU  Providence.  Yea,  the  tasling  c 
denlh  touched  the  righteous  alto ;  but  then  tlie  blnineleaa  man  made 
hul^,  and  stood  forth  tu  defeiiil  theini  and  bringing  the  shield  of  his 
proper  iniuiBiry.  oven  prayer  and  propitiation,  set  liiiiiHelf  against  ibe 
wrath,  and  brought  tlie  calamity  to  an  end.  Declaring  hiinself  T' 
urvant,  he  overcame  the  destroyer,  not  with  the  streiigih  of  body  o 
Iho  force  t<t  tirms;  but  with  a  word  subdued  be  him  that  p 
alleging  the  oaths  uud  oovenants  nuvde  with  the  fHthers, 

■'  Tliis  w«a  he  whom  we  had  wimetirae  in  dorision  and  a  prwvctii  1 
of  reproach  ;  we,  RmiIh,  accnuntod  hia  life  uadaess,  and  his  end  t*)  b« 
without  honor.  But  how  is  he  uuwbcred  among  the  chlMteo  rf  ' 
God  1  His  I'lt  is  among  the  saints.  In  the  sight  of  the  unwi»»  ha 
Memed  lu  die  ;  and  his  departure  wna  taken  for  misery,  his  going 
frotn  us  to  be  ntter  destruction.  Bnt  he  is  iu  {leace.  Though  he 
be  pimishcd  in  the  sight  of  men,  yet  is  his  hope  Ml  of  iminortnlity  ; 
and  having  lieen  a  little  chastised,  he  shall  be  greatly  rewarded. 

"God  proved  him  and  (bond  him  worthy  of  Himself;  be  shall 
judge  the  nations,  nnd  have  doiuinion  over  the  people  ;  and  his  L>>rd 
shiill  reigii  forever." 

These  words  of  an  oM  Scripttire,  long  disregarded,  were 
found  true  of  John  Hrown,  —  literally  and  exactly  fulfilled, 
like  the  computations  of  tlie  aatronomer.     Aud  who  shall 
doubt  that  there  is  an  astronomy  for  the  period  of  great 
souls,  as  for  the  stars  in  their  courses,  —  a  lore  which  the 
devout  may  learn,  if  they  will  bat  obey  ?    To  this  John 
Brown  had  meekly  schooled  bis  imperious  will;  and  i 
where  in  history  do  we  find  a  more  punctual  submission  t 
the  Divine  purpose,  a  more  perfect  resignation  and  ( 
posure,  than  this   headstrong  old  warrior  now  di^playeii 
Then  appeared,  what  had  before  been  but  little  n^gardet 
the   strange   power  find  pathos  of  his  unschooled  woi 
His  speech  to  the  Court  was  the  first  great  example  of  t1 
althou^jih  his  replies  to  Mason  and  Wise  of  Virginia  1 
already  taiiglit  the  world  to  listen  for  every  sentence  1 
uttered.     "What  avail  all  your  scholarly  aceomplishmentl 
and  learning,  compared  with  wisdom  and  manhood  ?  "  eai^l 
Thorean,  speaking  of  John  Brown.     "To  omit  his  other  be>B 
havior,  see  whata  work  this  com jtaratively  unread  and  onle^l 
tcred  man  wrote  within  six  weeks  !     Ho  wrote  in  prison,  i 
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a  '  History  of  the  World,'  like  Kaleigh,  but  an  American 
book  which  I  thiuk  will  live  longer  than  that  What  a  ra- 
riety  of  themes  he  touched  on  in  that  sliort  space!"  It  is 
the  virtuo  of  sucli  writiiiga  that  they  continue  to  iafluence 
mankind  irever,  so  long  as  they  continue  to  be  read  ;  and 
WQ  may  pi  ^dict  for  these  prisou  letters  as  long  a  life  as  for 
the  "Apoli-Bj  the  (lying  a^ldrees  to  his 

disciples.    But  '  y  have  accompliHhed  al- 

ready, in  the  fe*  e  John  Brown  was  borne 

from  the  scaffold  a  his  iesting,-place  beside 

the  great  rock  aX  ^re  the  grave  became  bis 

Stronghold,  whilf  '  marching  on  !  "     Those 

who  raowraed  hie  ug  him  risen  and  trium- 

phant,  may  exc  I's   Hebrews,  after   that 

"last  victory  of  i?amaon  wmvu  Brown  had  foretold  for 
himself :  — 

"  All  u  best,  though  we  oft  doubt 

What  the  unwarcbable  dispose 

Of  liighest  wisdom  brings  about. 

And  evpr  best  found  in  the  close. 

Oft  He  seema  to  hide  His  face, 

But  unoxpect«ill]r  returns. 

And  to  His  failhful  cbampion  bath  in  place 

Bome  witness  gloriously  ;  whence  Gaza  moonu. 

And  all  that  band  them  to  resist 

His  uncontrollable  intent. 

His  servants  He,  witli  new  acqniat 

Of  true  experience  from  tbis  great  event. 

With  peace  and  consolation  hath  dismissed. 

And  calm  of  mind,  al!  passion  spent." 


PRISON    LETTERS    AND    SPEECHES. 
Letter  to  Judge  Russell,  of  Boston.^ 

CBARLESTOWH,  jBFFEliaON  CouNTT,  Va.,  Oot.  31,  18S9, 

Hon.  Thomas  Rushf.ll. 

Dear  Sir,  —  I  am  her«  a  prisoner,  with  aevenil  sabre-cuto  in  my 

hend  und  bayonet-stabs  in  my  hixly.     My  <ibject  in  writing  to  you  is 
to  uhlaiu  able  and  faithful  counsel  for  mfself  and  fellow -prison  era 
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(five  in  all),  as  we  hitvo  the  hiih  of  Virgiuia  pM^fxI  thrnvgh  h 
GDvern»r  nnJ  iiuirieniu*  other  prombeDt  citiMoa  U>  give  uh  n  fa 
trinl.  Without  wo  can  olitain  Bocli  couiise!  from  witli»ui  the  bIovb  1 
Stntes,  neither  the  forts  iu  tiur  caae  oan  oiiiue  before  tlie  world.  ui>r  J 
OBI)  we  liave  the  benefit  tif  such  beta  lu  luiglil  lie  eiitisiderud  mill- 1 
galiug  ID  the  view  of  others  upon  uur  trial.  I  hove  inoDny  in  hand  ■ 
bi^ro  tu  ilie  aiuuuuc  of  iwu  hutiiired  and  fiftf  dullars,  end  pemouitt  1 
properly  sulficieul  to  pay  a  luost  libeml  fee  to  yuurM-U,  or  to 
aiiiuible  man  wbu  will  undirtMkc  our  defenee,  if  I  cbo  be  ullowed  tho  | 
buDcfit  of  said  pMpcrty.  Cau  you  or  eumo  other  good  rann  com 
Iiii mediately,  for  iho  auke  of  the  young  men  pri»mcn>  at  leut  T  Mf  I 
wuuuda  are  doing  well.  Do  not  hfoA  an  ultra  Abolitiooiat. 
Very  respeetfuUy  youra, 

John  Browx.  J 

ledoreed,  "  The  trial  is  «et  for  Wodnoeday  next,  the  35th  Inal.  —  1 

J.  W.  Ctunpbell,  Sheriff  of  Jtffer»im  Co»n(y." 

To  hit  Famitif. 
CharlEhtdwn,  Jbfpe»»on  Cou.ntt.  Va.,  Oct.  31,  ISf 
Mv  DEAH   WtFE  AND  CHtlJIREH,   EVEBV  OKI.  —  I  BQppnM  JOO    I 

hftve  learned  buforf  thin  by  the  newspapera  that  two  wcnkii  Bgo  Xa^  1 
day  we  WW  fighting  for  our  lives  at  Harper's  Ferrys  tlial  duringfl 
the  Eghl  Watxnn  was  inorttilly  wotitidi'd.  Oliver  killed.  Willinm  I 
Thompson  killed,  and  Dauphin  ilighily  wounded ;  ihnt  on  tbn 
lowiuK  day  I  waa  taken  pri»ouer,  iiumediiilKly  after  whieh  I  reocivedfl 
Beteral  anbre-rnta  on  my  head  and  hoyonel-stabu  in  iiij  body. 
Dearly  ae  1  e«»  learo,  WatKin  died  of  hia  wound  on  WedneMbty,  tbft>l 
•eoood— or  on  Thursday,  the  third— day  after  I  was  taken.  Uaupbia  I 
«M  killed  when  I  wna  taken,  and  Anderson  I  suppoee  also,  t  havo  I 
unm  been  irinl,  and  found  guilty  of  Irenson,  etc.,  and  of  murder  in  I 
the  first  degree.  I  have  not  yel  nHretved  my  aenlence-  No  olhern  '"f  I 
the  oiinpany  with  whom  you  were  acquainled  were,  eo  far  as  I  niii  ■ 
team,  eiilior  kLUi-d  or  taken.  Under  all  these  terrible  nibuniiirs,  [  I 
feci  quite  cheerful  in  the  aesumnce  iliat  Gud  reigns  and  will  oTerrula  I 
all  fur  bis  glory  nnd  the  best  possible  gcMid.  I  feel  no  oonBcioun 
of  giiill  in  the  matter,  unr  even  innrlification  on  acrount  of  my  iro-  I 
prisonment  and  in-na;  and  I  frel  perfectly  sure  that  very  s-wu  n 
member  of  my  fbinily  will  Ui\  any  jHiSBible  diipoeition  to  "  blush  ix 
my  nceonnt."  Already  dear  friends  at  a  dietannn,  with  kiudeel  aym-  J 
pathy,  are  eheering  me  with  the  asauranco  that  jMntorily,  at  leaal,  \ 
will  do  lue  jitsiiM>.  I  Hball  oomniend  you  all  liigeiber,  wiib  my  be*  I 
loved  but  hnrenve^l  dnnghten-in>Uw,  to-tbetr  eympatiiies.  which  I  1 
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do  licit  donbt  will  soon  rMtch  yon.  I  abu  pommeDd  jou  all  to  Ulm 
"  whiKW  maroy  enilareth  forever," — Mlhe  Goduf  m;fiiihei«,  "  whoM 
I  nin,  and  whnifl  I  terve."  "  He  will  never  leave  yon  ucr  forsake 
you,"  uiJesa  'ou  TorMtko  Him,  FinrtUy,  my  dearly  beloved,  he  of 
grHxl  comKirt  Be  sure  to  remember  and  fitllow  my  advire,  aud  my 
ample  lOfi,  so  fur  as  It  hiw  been  consistent  with  the  lioly  rcliginn 


rhirh   I  r 


of  Jesus  Christ.  —  in 
liever.  Never  forg 
ihcin  to  be  lost  tii  ye 
Itth,  I  be  Ethiupiati  ( 
duiig<Hiu ;  or  as  blaca 

ber  thpiD  that  are  L 
I  nin  in  «hiHge  of 

Aod  SilAS ;  and  yi 

Iiices  are  mure  i>. 

my  bl  I  Kid.     "  Tbi^se  iigtii  amni 

shall  work  out  for  us  a  fnr  moi 

glory."    I  hope  to  be  able  to  \ 

and  send  it  to  your  Borrow-striekt 


t  tinu  and  hutnblo  be- 
ik  Buythiug  you  bestow  on 
r  may  bo  black  bjs  E)>edin«- 
ir  Jeremiah  to  the  pit  «I  the 
lOin  Pliilip  preached  Chriat. 
ly  wime  have  —  "  Remem> 
h  them." 

ae  who  look  charee  of  Pawl 
i  both  kind  beana  and  kind 
thoosumls  are  thimting  far 
>iis.  whirh  nrp  but  for  a  moment, 
!  exceeding  and  clemal  weight  of 
rite  you  again.  Copy  this,  Ruth, 
I  bnithera  to  comfort  them.  Write 
a  few  words  in  regard  to  the  welfare  of  all.  God  Almighty  blera 
yoa  all,  and  make  you  "joyful  in  the  iiiid«t  of  all  yonr  tribulations !" 
Write  to  John  Brown.  Charlestown,  Jefferson  County,  Va,,  care  of 
Captain  John  Avis. 

Your  affertionato  huEbaud  and  father, 

John  Brown. 

Nov.  8,  18SB. 
P.  S.  Yesterday,  November  2,  I  was  seuteured  to  be  hanged  on 
Deeernlier  2  ix-xt.     Do  not  grieve  on  my  account.    I  am  still  quite 
cheerful.     God  bless  you !  Yours  ever, 

John  Brown. 


To  Mrs.  Child. 


Mss.  L.  Maria  Child. 
My  dear  Friend, — such  you  prove 

Your  most  kind  letter  has  reached  me, 
here  and  take  care  of  ine.  Allow  me 
your  great  sympathy,  and  at  the  same  1 
ferent  course,  together  with  my  reason 
certainly  be  greatly  pleased  to  bccrome 
one  so  gifted  and  so  kind  ;  but  I  cannot 
to  it  under  presfnt  mrcuinstanoes.     First 


October  »1. 


\o  be,  thongb  a  stranger,  — 

with  the  kind  offer  to  come 
to  ejtpress  my  gratitude  for 
ime  tn  propoae  to  you  a  dif- 
a  for  wishicg  it.  I  should 
personally  acquHmted  with 
avoid  seeing  some  objectiona 
,  I  am  in  charge  of  a  most 
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fcumane  gentleman,  who  with  his  family  have  reuilernl  me  every  | 
jMKdble  attunlicin  I  have  desired  ur  that  oonld  be  iif  tlie  lenst  ndraa- 
tagri ;  Bod  I  nrn  gn  tnr  rcrtiyrred  I'lnm  m;  woiiiida  as  tio  longer  In  n>- 
<]iiire  Bursing.  Then,  again,  it  wimlii  sulijnct  you  to  great  jieniiinal 
inoiiuveuieuut)  and  heavy  ex[<cnse,  withuui  duiog  me  any  giiml,  Al- 
low me  U>  mime  to  you  auollier  phanuol  throngh  whirh  you  mny  ' 
reach  mc  with  your  sympulhiM  much  more  effeclunlly.  I  have  nt 
home  a  wife  and  three  young  daughlent,  the  youngeat  hut  little  over  i 
five  years  old,  ihe  oldest  nearly  slxtwm.  I  have  also  two  daughtera- 
iti-law,  whose  husliands  have  both  fallen  neiir  nie  here.  There  la 
also  another  widow,  Mra.  ThuinjMou,  whose  huabatid  fell  hem. 
Whether  abc  is  a  motlier  or  nut  1  winuot  say.  All  theae,  my  wife 
i&i;linled,  live  at  North  Elba,  Essiix  County,  N.  Y.  !  have  a  iniddle- 
B^eil  Hon,  who  has  hem  in  aome  degree  a  cripple  fiom  his  fhildhood. 
who  would  have  aa  inuoh  na  he  could  well  do  to  i^arn  a  living.  Ho 
was  a  iiioai  dreadful  euSerer  in  Kauws,  and  lost  all  he  had  kid  op. 
He  has  not  enough  to  clothe  hiinwlf  For  the  winter  <«>mfurtably. 
I  huve  DO  living  son  ur  oon-in-law  who  did  not  aufl^r  terribly  in 
Kanaaa. 

Now,  dear  friend,  would  you  not  aa  aoon  rontribute  ftHy  oenlB  n' 
and  a  lliie  auiu  yearly,  for  the  rcliel  »(  those  very  poor  and  deeply 
afflicli'd  persona,  to  enable  them  to  aupply  (heiuselves  aud  their  chil-  I 
drrn  with  bn-ad  and  very  plain  clothing,  and  U>  enable  the  children 
to  nH«ivc  a  rominon  English  education  t  Will  yon  atao  clevoto  your 
own  energiea  to  iodune  others  to  jolu  you  in  giving  a  like  amount, 
to  eonatiluto  a  little  fund  Kir  the  purpose  named  t 

I  cannot  see  how  your  euujiug  here  cnn  do  uie  the  least  grHHl ;  and 
]  am  ({Uite  certain  you  can  do  ine  iiiiiiieuse  good  where  you  are.  I 
ftm  quiUt  eheerful  under  all  my  alUictingcircunistauresHnd  pn«pema; 
having,  aa  I  humbly  trust,  "the  peace  of  Ood,  wliioh  paiwlh  alt  ' 
nndonlanding,"  to  rule  tn  my  heart.  Yon  may  maiie  such  dm  of  j 
this  as  yciu  see  fit.  God  Almighty  Idee*  and  reward  you  a  thousand- 
hUi  Your*  in  aincerity  and  truth, 

JoBN  Browx. 


Iitlttffrwn  0 


Quaker  Ludy  to  John  Brown. 
NnwroBT,  B.  I.,  T«nih  Uonih.  S7iK  'Sl»- 


C*[T*IS  JoifS  Bitown. 

Dear  Fitie.VD,  —  Since  ihy  arrwrt  I  have  often  thought  nf  ihee, 

taiul  have  wished  that,  like  Eliiabnth  Fry  lowanl  hnr  prison  frienda, 
■a  I  might  coDMiIe  ihee  in  thy  eonfinenieut.  But  thai  ran  iMver  be ) 
and  sn  I  can  only  wiiMt  ihee  a  few  lines  which.  If  they  oontidn  any  ] 
eomfort.  may  oame  to  thae  like  some  littlr  nj  of  light. 
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You  CAD  never  know  hnw  v«'f  many  dear  PriendB  love  th(<e  witli 
sit  their  hearts  fur  ihy  limvo  ^fforls  in  Whiilf  of  the  poor  oppreoaDd ; 
anil  Ihoogh  we,  who  are  DOQ-re»st)uits.  and  r«ligiou*ljr  Leli«v«  h 
better  to  rerurm  \)y  moral  and  nut  by  e«nial  weapuns,  could  not  ap- 
priive  of  bliHidshpilt  jet  we  know  thee  was  auiiiiated  by  the  otuet 
geiiemus  and  phikuthropic  tnniiveH.  Very  many  Ihuusaads  openly 
approve  thy  intenlionB,  though  moat  FtiendH  would  not  think  it  ri^ht 
to  take  up  BTRM.     Tl  (bee  every  day  )  and  qIi,  I  do 

pmy  that  God  will  bi  \Mlfrity  will  do  thee  juslioe. 

If  Moaea  led  out  the  i  h  oUiveB  from  their  bondage, 

aitil  Gild  de^tniyed  tli  '  ten  beeAUW  tliey  went  after 

the  laraclitM  to  br  tury,  tliun  surely,  bj  tlie  same 

ri-asoniug,  we  ina;  if  who  wished  lo  release  loil- 

lions  from  a  wore  <.i  ilie  Ainoricaa  people  honor 

WiiBhiogtini  fiw  nai  ii  fiir  seven  years  an  unjuat 

tux.  Iiow  inuoh  more  ouomd  for  seeking  to  free  tlie 

Oh,  I  wijjh  T  could  plead  for  thee  as  some  of  the  other  sex  ran 
plead,  how  I  would  seek  to  defend  thee !  If  I  had  now  the  eloquence 
of  Portia,  how  I  would  turn  the  uvaie  in  thy  favor !  But  I  caa  only 
pray  "God  bless  thee!"  God  pardon  thee,  and  through  our  Re- 
deemer give  tliee  safety  and  httppincxe  now  and  always  ! 
From  thy  frieud, 


E.  B. 


John  Brown's 


'K,  Jefferson  County,  V*.,  Nov.  1,  1859. 

My  DEAR  Friend  E.  B.  of  R.  I.,  — Yourinoat  cheering  letter  of 
the  27th  of  October  is  received ;  and  may  the  Lord  reward  you  a 
thousandfold  for  the  kind  feeling  you  express  toward  me ;  but  more 
especially  for  your  fidelity  to  the  ''  pour  that  cry,  and  those  that  have 
no  help."  For  this  I  am  a  prisoner  In  bonds.  It  ia  solely  toy  own 
fault,  in  a  military  p<iint  of  view,  that  we  met  with  onr  disaster.  I 
mean  that  I  mingled  with  our  prisoners  and  so  far  sympathized  with 
them  and  their  families  that  I  neglected  my  duty  iu  other  respects. 
But  Goii's  will,  not  mine,  be  done. 

You  know  that  Christ  once  armed  Peter.  So  also  in  my  case  I 
think  he  put  a  sword  into  my  hand,  anil  there  continued  it  so  long  aa 
he  saw  best,  and  then  kindly  took  it  from  mo.  I  mean  when  I  first 
went  to  Kansas.  I  wish  you  could  know  with  wliat  cheerfulnesa  I 
am  now  wielding  the  "  sword  of  the  Spirit"  on  the  right  hand  and 
on  the  left.  I  bless  God  that  it  proves  "  mighty  to  the  pulling  down 
of  sinmghiiliiN."     I  always  luved  my  Quaker  friends,  and  I  couimend 
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to  their  kind  r^nrd  my  poor  b«reave<I  widnwctl  wife  itnd  my  dangh- 
tora  nnd  daughters- in -taw,  whose  liualMUits  fell  at  iriy  side.  Olio  ts 
a  iiicthtT  AiiiJ  llip  other  liiiely  tn  Itetvtine  no  wxm.  They,  as  wril  aa 
iny  oHD  sorrow -striolt en  dnuglitfrs,  are  left  rcry  poor,  nnd  have  uinch 
gn-ate.r  need  of  syinfiHthy  limn  I,  who,  througli  Inlinilo  Grace  am 
tlie  Itiudncas  of  strangers,  am  "joyful  in  nil  my  iriWtutlonB," 

Deur  sister,  write  them  at  North  Elba,  E^x  Coanty,  N.  T.,  ti 
ennifun  theif  sail  liuarls.  Direct  to  Mary  A.  Brown,  wife  of  John 
Brown,  Tliem  is  ulso  nnothi-r  —  a  widow,  wifn  of  ThompHun,  wliu 
fell  will)  lay  poor  boys  in  the  a&ir  at  Uarper'a  Ferry  — at  tlie  sama 

plaoe. 

I  do  not  feel  conscious  of  g>iilt  in  taking  up  arms ;  and  had  it  been    i 
in  Iwhiilf  of  the  lieh  and  pjwerful,  tho  intrlljgent,  the  ^reat  (as  men 
ounnl  greatness),  or  thcisfi  who  fonii  ennr^monis  to  unit  thf^nRelves    i 
and  c.)rrupt  others,  or  some  of  their  friends,  tliat  I  intvrfetiMl,  auffurH, 
Barritieod,  and  fell,  it  wirtild  hdve  bnen  doinj^  very  weU.     But  euungh    i 
of  this.    These  light  afHicliuns,  wlileh  cuduru  for  a  momunt,  shall  but 
work  for  me  "a  far  inoro  eKw>eding  and  eternal  wi'ight  of  glory."    I 
v-uuld  be  very  grateful  for  another  letter  fnnn  you.     Hy  wounds  an 
itlealing.     Farcwoll.     Gnl  mil  surely  attend  to  his  own  runse  In  iha 
best  possible,  way  ami  lime,  and  he  wilt  not  forget  the  work  of  Ida 
own  hands.  Your  friend, 

John  Bhuwji. 
An  Appeal. 
Cbablehtows.  .IfrFBiuMjx  CousTY,  Va.,  Kot.  I,  ISnv. 
To  HY  Friesdb  IK  New  Enulakd  a.<4p  elsewiirre,  —  Aanm   J 
D.  Slejitiens,  one  of  the  prisoners  n'>w  ia  ouuduenieiil  with  mo  iu    j 
thia  plare,  is  desirona  of  oblJiining  the  aasiataucw  of  George  Sonnoil.    i 
£«{.,  of  Boston,  Haiw.,  in  dt'femling  hiu  on  Ills  trial  to  ooio 
before   thd   Uuilod   States   Court.      Anytlung   yon   can   do   towani    J 
■ocnring  the  sorrices  of  Hr.  Svnnott  for  the  prisoner  will  add  to  the 
Riany  obligations  of  your  hnmble  oervanta. 

JoHM  Bbowx. 
The  atMve  contaiua  the  cxpreation  of  my  uiru  wishes. 

A.  D.  g-nnttEKS. 

When  brought  into  court,  the  day  after  his  conviction, 
to  receive  tia  sent«nce.  Brown  was  taken  by  aurpriae  at 
being  called  on  to  say  wliy  sentence  of  death  should  nut  lie 
pronounced.  He  had  expected  some  further  delny,  and 
was  unprepared  at  the  moment.  He  rose,  however,  and  in 
a  singiilariy  mild  and  gentle  manner  niaile  his  famous  pleit, 
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in  whic        e  may  recognize  xome  of  the  pbrasea  he 

used  in         letters :  — 


1   LAST  t)l'K£,<Jli   {sov.  2). 


(IB**.         ' 


"  I  have     lay  it  please  tht^  Cunrt,  ii  few  words  to  sa 
"  In  the  -.-St  pl(K«,  I  deny  everything  Imi  what  I  have  all  aim 
admitted,  —  lh>-  ^  3  the  glavee.    I  inleadeJ  «r- 

tainly  to  have  mt  ;  matter,  as  I  did  last  wiuwr, 

when  I  went  i  »k  iiUves  withont  iho  smtp- 

ping  of  a  m  thii-ugh  the  ««iDtry.  nnd 

fintiUy  lef  led  to  have  dutifl  ibe   auine 

thing  ngaii  'm  all  I  intendnl.     1  at-v^r 

did  iotend  ttplrui;tiun  <•{  prijperty,  or  to 

excite  ur  ii.  )  miihe  ineurrertinu. 

"  I  have  I  is,  it  is  unjust  that  I  shnuld 

BuffiT  siLch  a  penally,  i.^-.  .  >..l,.,i..,.J  in  the  manner  svliich  I  ad- 
mit, and  which  I  aihnit  has  been  fairly  proved  (fur  I  admire  the  truth- 
fulueiiB  and  candor  of  the  greater  portiim  of  ilie  witnesses  who  have 
testified  in  this  ciiw),  —  had  I  so  inlorfered  in  bclinlf  of  the  rich,  the 
powerful,  the  intelligent,  the  so-called  great,  or  In  behalf  of  any  of 
their  friends, — either  father,  mother,  brother,  sister,  wife,  or  chil- 
dren, or  any  of  that  cla»i,  — and  suffered  and  Eaerificed  what  I  have 
in  this  interference,  it  would  have  been  all  right ;  and  every  man 
in  this  eourt  would  have  deemed  it  an  act  worthy  of  reward  rather 
than  punUhuient. 

<  In  explanation  of  this  passage,  Brown  three  weelts  tfterward  handed 
to  Mr.  Hunter  this  letter :  — 

Chabiestowti,  JKiTTiumCoinnT.  Vi.NoT.  tS,  law. 

Uw  •latement  I  «l  ftrat  liinae  to  Governor  WliB  «nd  Itmt  which  I  mw^e  at  tha  tima  I 
ncflvHl  III;  Hntence.  nginliiiK  injr  Intcnilani  nspKtinE  the  divei  we  took  iliont  the 
Ferry.  There  need  be  no  mch  r-untlLrtlon,  imd  n  few  wordi  nf  eipluutfon  wm.  t 
think,  be  quite  aiiltlulenL  1  had  itlren  Ouvemor  Wiia  ■  full  ind  putlcultr  ucoUDt  at 
thit ,  and  when  cillwl  in  conrt  lo  nj  whether  I  had  anjrthlng  (tirther  to  nige.  I  wm 
lakeu  wliolly  l-y  oiirprtte,  u  I  did  not  eipect  my  »pitnce  btton  the  othen.  In  tiM 
hiirrr  of  the  miiment  I  tntgot  nurh  that  I  had  befbn  Intnided  to  lay.  and  did  not  oon- 
■Ider  the  ftiU  bearing  of  what  I  then  Mid.  I  intended  to  conre.r  this  Idea.  —  that  i t  waa 
my  ntject  lo  plane  the  ulavu  in  a  eondltinn  to  defend  their  llbertiea.  If  th«T  voald,  with- 
out any  blDoclahed:  liut  not  that  I  Intended  tn  run  Uiem  out  of  the  alavs  atat«9.  I  wa* 
not  awntB  of  any  ■ui:h  apparent  oonUloti™  imWl  oiy  nlientlon  wai  called  lo  It.  and  I  do 
not  au|>pa«  that  a  man  In  iny  then  cimimitance*  ihould  lie  Jiui-erhuman  In  respect  to 
the  eiacl  purpnrt  nf  everr  word  he  "night  utter    What  I  Held  lo  Governor  Wiae  waa  apo. 

quired  a  more  fbll  explanatlan  than 


of  thii  a*  yo 

Very  reipeetfully  yoors, 


JoKK  Baowir. 
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"This  ooart  kakniiwledges,  aa  I  suppwo,  llie  valiilit;  urthe  law  of  I 
.Onl.     I  BMS  A  IxKik  kiucd  hem  which  1  suppiisii  to  bv  the  Jtiblp,  < 
ml  least  th«   Now  Tesinment.     Thnl   tenches   ins   thm   all   thing*   I 
'frliat»»ever  I  would  that  tiien  »li<>iilil  rlu  in  me,  I  shniild  do  cvea  »<> 
hi  thi.-m>     ll  looclim  me,  further,  Ui  '  rein«|nber  th«iii  that  arc  io 
blinds,  ns  bound  with  thi»n.*     1  «ude)ivot«d  lu  act  u[>  lu  that  iuatruc* 
tl""'    I  m;,  I  am  yet  too  jroung  to  undentanil  that  (iai  is  nny  rr- 
Bpeiiter  of  persons.     I  believo  that  to  have  intcrfrred  a»  I  have  dono 
—  an  1  iiavo  always  frnely  ndinitled  1  hnvo  doue  —  id  behalf  of  His 
ilt«pi»Nl  poor,  waa  nut  wruug,  but  right.     Now,  if  it  is  dcwmcd 
acciissHry  timt  I  should  forfpii  my  lifu  for  th«  furtheraui^e  ><f  the   . 
•nds  of  justice,  and  uiiugle  my  blood  furihvr  with  the  bloud  of  iiij  S 
riiiUnin  and  with  the  blood  of  millions  iu  this  slave  country  whosv 
lights  are  disn^ardcd  by  wicked,  cruel,  and  unjnst  eiuwtninit*,  - 
I  eubtntt ;    hu  >t  it  bo  doue ! 

"  Lei  ine  say  ono  word  further. 

"  I  feel  entirely  saiiafiod  with  Ihu  ircAtmeni  I  have  reeoivod  on  my 
trial.  Cousitleriiig  all  thn  ciicumslAurea,  it  has  been  tnore  generons 
than  I  expeot«d.  But  I  fnel  do  ct>u»oiousnosa  of  guilt.  I  have  slated 
from  the  firft  what  was  iiiy  ioteutiun,  and  what  was  not.  I  xu 
bad  any  design  ngaiusl  the  lifir  of  any  gieraou,  nor  any  dispoeition  to 
«oinuiit  treason,  or  excite  slavcti  to  rebvJ,  or  make  any  general  int 
Motiuu.  I  never  encouraged  any  tuau  lii  do  so,  but  always  diseuur-  I 
•god  any  idut  of  thnl  kind. 

"  Let  ine  say,  also,  a  word  io  regard  to  the  atatemeuls  made  by  1 
aoinc  of  tixise  ninuectcd  with  me.     1  hear  it  has  been  stated  by  soma 
«f  them  that  1  hav»  ioJucnl  ihcin  to  join  me.     Uut  the  eoulrary  i«    | 
true.     I  du  nut  say  this  lo  iujuro  them,  but  as  regretting  iheir  weak-    , 
nuM,     ThtTe  is  nut  one  uf  iheui  but  johiH  me  of  his  own  ai««r<l, 
luid  tiio  greater  part  uf  lliem  al  llwiruwn  exjieniMi.     A  nuuilwruf 
llieni  I  never  saw,  and  nrvrr  liail  a  word  uf  eonv«rBHlion  with,  till  the 
day  tlicy  cnin«  to  me ;  and  that  was  for  llie  purposv  I  Uavo  slated. 

"  Now  t  have  done." 

Brown  was  then  taken  from  the  nonrt-room  back  to  his 
prison,  where  he  continued  to  rccorer  from  his  wound),  but 
did  not  write  many  letters  until  a  week  after  his  conviction. 
He  then  wrote  first  to  his  family,  aa  follows :  — 

rn*Br,iaTow»,  jKrreiuios'  Coirsrr,  V*,,  Kor.  8,  183(1. 
Dear  Wife  amij  Chii.iire»,  btekt  oss,  — I  will  U^u  by  aay- 
Ing  that  I  have  In  some  degree  recovered  frnm  my  wounds,  but  that 
1  am  quite  weak  io  my  back  and  sure  about  my  left  kidney.     My 
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Appotltt^  tuu  bren  quile  good  for  mmt  of  the  time  since  I  was  hurt. 
I  mil  sapplied  witli  Blmi«t  everything  I  conld  desire  to  inak«  mo 
«iiiifiirtnbl<^,  (inJ  the  tiltle  I  il<i  lai^k  (bciiho  nniclca  of  diillitug  vlitrb 
I  liiPl)  I  may  ptTlmps  whju  gel  ugiiin.  I  niii,  braidtv,  quite  che<erful, 
hnviug  (bs  I  iruBtl  "  the  pcane  nf  Gi  J,  which  pMsetb  all  hikjpt- 
BinDdiug,"to  "  rnio  in  my  heart,"  aiiiJ  llie  tesliniooy  (in  snine  Jegrr*) 
of  u  grml  eonsrienee  that  I  have  uot  lii-ed  altogether  in  Yitiii.  !  mn 
truflt  God  with  bom  unner  iif  ray  death,  belipviog, 

as  I  miw  do,  that  '  o  Mill  tny  teninmnj  for  God 

and  huinanily  wi  l«]y  irnre  tuimrd  ndvnncing 

the  ciiiise  I  haw  V)  proinnte,  than  rD  I  hnve 

done  ip  my  life  1  I  meekly  and  quietly  to  sub- 

mit  to  this,  noi  the  tciuit  dtffradrd   on  tfaHt 

«i.'(MJunt.     R«inemDo  ilren  nil,  that  Jesiie  of  Kbm- 

retli  suffered  a  inuet  in  the  emu  aa  a  felon,  nadnr 

the  most  aggravalinj  hink  alio  of  the  prapheta  aad 

apf>stlp8  BuJ  CliristiauB  oi  wnner  anys,  who  went  thnmgh  gresier 
trihiilationH  than  jmi  or  I,  and  try  to  bp  rrronciled.  Mwy  Gml 
Almighty  ecimfort  all  your  hearts,  and  Boon  wipe  away  all  tears  fmm 
your  eyes !  To  \i\\n  l>e  endless  praise !  Thiuk,  too,  of  the  erushcd 
milliona  who  "  have  no  coiiifortpr."  I  charge  yon  all  never  in  »inir 
trials  to  forget  the  griefs  "  of  the  poor  that  ery,  and  of  liioee  that 
have  none  to  help  them."  I  wrote  most  earnestly  to  my  dear  and 
afflicted  wife  not  to  come  on  for  the  present,  at  any  rate,  I  will  now 
give  her  my  reasons  for  doing  so.  First,  it  would  nw  up  all  the 
seaiity  means  she  has,  or  is  at  all  likely  to  have,  to  make  herself  and 
children  comfortable  hereafter.  For  let  ine  tell  yon  that  the  eyin- 
pathy  that  is  now  aroused  in  your  behalf  may  not  always  follow  yon. 
There  is  but  little  more  of  the  romantic  about  helping  poin-  widtiws 
and  their  children  than  there  is  about  trying  to  relieve  poor  "  nig- 
gers." Again,  the  little  comfort  it  might  nfford  ns  to  meet  again 
would  ho  dearly  bought  hy  the  pains  of  a  6nal  Beparation.  We  in  list 
part ;  and  I  feel  assured  for  us  to  meet  under  such  dreadfiil  cirriTin- 
stances  would  only  add  to  our  distress.  If  she  comes  ou  here,  she 
must  be  only  a  gazing-atock  throughout  the  whole  journey,  to  be  re- 
marked up>n  in  every  took,  word,  and  action,  and  by  all  sorts  of 
creiitnres,  and  hy  all  sorts  of  papers,  throughout  the  whole  country. 
Again,  it  is  my  most  decided  judgment  that  in  quietly  and  submia- 
aively  staying  at  home  vastly  more  of  generous  sympathy  will  roach 
her,  witliout  sui-h  dreadful  Bacrilie«  of  feeling  as  she  must  put  up 
with  if  she  comes  rm.  The  visits  of  one  or  two  female  friends  that 
have  come  on  here  have  produced  great  excitement,  which  is  very 
annoying ;  aud  they  cannot  oosaihiy  do  me  any  good.  Oh,  Mnry  I 
do  not  come,  but  patiently  wait  for  the  meeting  of  thoae  who  luvfl 


JOHN  BRuW.V  IS  I'RISUN. 


God  and  t)i«ir  fuUow-mcu,  when-  u 


1  grotttlf  loiig  Xv  ]tiMT  fnim  somo 
o  uf  you,  and  to  learn  uiiytliiug  thut  iii  nay  way  afffcla  your  wel* 


i  tb«  uibiT  ctuy  ;  (lid  f  iiu  get  it  t    I   , 


I  up  ChrisUnn  rrh^uds  u 


least,  will  hpud  the  mII.     Wril 


Charlie 


I,  Jylfcrscm  County,   Vir^-iu 


I  hiivc  nu  iluuUt  thnl 
»  of  Ci 


u  Juliu  Avii, 


"  Finally,  luy  beloved,  be  uf  gooil  ctimfiirt."  Hay  all  your  nninra 
b«  "  written  Id  ibo  Lainb'a  buuk  uf  lifu  I "  —  may  yuu  all  huve  tlie 
parifyliig  and  BUiULioitig  intliieiuw  of  tbe  Christian  religion  I  —  ie  Uio 
wrnest  ijniyiT  of 

Your  afieetiunato  liUHbjind  and  falbcr, 

JOUN  BttOWH. 

No».  9. 
P.  S.  I  uanuot  reincmlwr  r  night  w>  dark  ag  Ui  havp  hindered  the 
eniniiig  day,  nnr  n  ntiTrn  mi  furimis  cir  drewdful  as  lu  prevent  tho  re- 
turn of  wuriii  suusfaine  and  a  obiodleea  tVy.  But,  bpluvixl  ones,  dn 
reiiieriibertiial  tliis  'i*  not  your  rest,  —  that  la  thU  wcirlil  you  bnvD 
iii>  abiding  ploon  or  euntluulDg  city.  To  God  and  bi»  infinite  nicray 
i  always  eoinincad  yuu. 

J.  B. 
To  Mrs.  ^ring} 
CitABLRSTOWN,  JarpBU«OM  CousTV,  V*.,  Not,  8, 18B9. 
Mim.  BKBr^^cA  H.  Si-kino. 

Mv  DEAR  FiuEsn,  —  When  yim  get  home,  please  euelnsc  this  tii 
Mrs.  John  Brown,  North  Elb»,  Et«ps  Couuiy.  N.  Y.  It  will  rotn- 
fort  her  broken  heart  to  know  that  I  reedvn)  it.  Captain  Avis  nlll 
kindly  lot  yiiu  see  what  1  huve  written  her.  May  the  Oixl  of  my 
fcthcni  bless  and  reword  you  a  tbiiimnndfoH  ;  and  may  all  yours  \m 
putakera  of  his  infinite  gnuw ! 


Vour 


S,     Will  try  lo  wH 
edge  tho   rwieipl  of  yuu 
»>unt  of  uiy  laineueM 


iCiKv  Btmrn-K. 
Nov.  9. 
ome.     I  forgot  to  aekiiowl- 
9  hnnl  for  nio  to  write,  on 


■■  Wriltnn  by  .Inbn  Browii  ••a  th"  liiii:k  of  a  note  amt  by  him  t 
'U»  Spring.    Thii  note  an-t  bidomtiiHit  1*  now  In  my  jmsimiiii 
litmrn  Frirman  V^rkt,  Jniury,  1803. 
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To  hit  Brother,  Jeremiah  Browiu 
Chahlestown,  JErfERaoN  CouKTY,  Vi.,  Nov.  12,  1889. 
Dear  brother  Jeremiah,  —  Yi>ur  WnA  letter  of  the  9tb  insl.  ia 
rec«ive<],  and  eXm  ouc  frum  Mr.  Tilden  ;  Tor  both  uf  u'hieh  I  am 
grently  obligeil.  Ynu  inquire,  "  Can  1  du  itnytliiug  fur  yon  or  jour 
tinilyt"  I  would  auswer  that  inj  suns,  na  woU  aa  mj  wife  and 
dnuglitere,  are  all  very  punr ;  and  thai  anything  that  may  hereafter  lie 
due  me  from  my  father's  estate  I  wioh  paid  to  tbcm,  aa  I  will  eiD- 
deavnr  hereafter  to  describe,  without  legal  fonnalitiee  to  consume  it 
all.  One  of  my  boys  has  been  so  entirely  used  np  aa  very  likely  to 
be  io  want  of  eomfortable  (clothing  fur  the  winter.  I  have,  through 
the  kiudiieea  of  ftiemla,  tifleen  dullurs  to  aend  him,  which  I  will  re- 
mit shortly.  If  you  know  where  to  reach  him,  please  send  him  that 
amount  at  once,  as  I  shall  reuiil  the  same  In  you  by  a  safe  convey- 
ance. If  I  had  a  plain  statement  from  Mr.  Tliiimpon  of  the  slate  uf 
my  BWoimtB  with  the  estate  of  my  father,  I  ahould  then  better  know 
what  to  suy  about  that  mutter.  As  it  i.*,  I  have  not  the  least  meoi- 
omndutn  left  me  to  refer  to.  If  Mr.  Thomps'in  will  make  ine  » 
Blalemenl,  and  charge  mj  dividend  fully  for  his  trouble,  I  would  b« 
greatly  obliged  to  hitii.  Id  thitt  coee  you  eun  send  me  Hiiy  tttmarka 
of  your  own.  I  am  giiining  In  health  slowly,  and  am  quite  cbeeKul 
in  view  of  my  appmaching  end,  — being  fully  pcrauaded  that  I  am 
worth  inconceivably  mure  to  hang  than  for  any  other  purpose  God 
Almighty  bleas  and  save  you  alt! 


Your  affectionate  bivtber 


John  Browh. 


Novewbar  13. 
P.  S.  Say  to  my  poor  boya  never  to  grieve  for  one  moment  on 
my  Recount ;  and  should  many  of  yuu  live  to  see  the  time  when  you 
will  not  blush  to  own  your  relation  lo  Old  John  Bniwn,  it  will  uot 
be  more  strange  than  many  tbinga  that  have  happened.  I  feel  » 
thousand  limea  more  on  aceount  of  my  sorrowing  frienils  than  on  my 
own  account.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  "  count  it  all  j"y."  "  I 
have  fought  the  good  fight,"  and  have,  as  I  trust,  "  finished  mj 
wurae."  Please  show  this  to  any  of  my  family  that  you  may  sec. 
My  love  to  all ;  and  may  God,  in  hta  infioite  mercy,  for  Christ'* 
Bake,  blcsB  and  save  you  nlll 

Your  affectionate  brother,  J.  Browx. 

Ta  George  Adams,  Boston. 

C1IARI.E8T01VS,  Jeffeiison  Poustt.  V*..  NoT,  IS,  I8S9. 
My  dear  Sir,  —  Yonr  kind  mention  of  some  things  in  my  eoa- 
«iuct  here  wliieh  ;oa  a^fii>\«  u  i«tt  cumfortiug,  indeed,  t«  mj 


1U9.| 


JilUN    BltmVN    IN    TKIN'N. 


68»  1 


iniud.     Yet  I  am  eonscioiM  tbat  yna  do  me  no  mure  lluiu  juatioe. 
dn  crrUtialy  fi'4>l  that  llirough  Divini?  gmra  I  liavi<  eodrnvorpil  to  htt  I 
"  fiuthful  in  n  few  lliJngB,"  inmgting  with  cvrn  thr»o  iniicli  u(  it 
perTvction.     I  fiin  coriiuiily  "  untrnnhj  ov^  to  nuffer  afllictiiin  W' 
the  p«u))le  of  0«d ; "  jrct  ia  infinite  grara  he  has  llius  huaorcd  \ 
Mny  the  HHiue  gmro  vnMe  iiiu  Hi  twrve  him  iu,K  "  ni^w  it\m\i-  I 

a"  llirifugh  my  ttlll«  reinHiuJer  "f  Uiia  Ufa,  and  to  rcjiiico  in  him  ' 

vcr.  I  cnunot  fml  titat  GcnI  will  Buffer  cvon  ihf  puor««I  wrvi«« 
we  laiiy  any  of  ua  render  him  vt  liis  cause  to  li«  U«l  or  in  vnin.  [ 
du  r»el,  ileur  linalitM',  thut  1  urn  vruudLTTutly  "  vtirngthcned  from  on 
Iiigli."     Mny  t  uw  thut  vlrpiigtli  iu  "  showing  Hi*  atrangth  unto  tliU 

iimtiim,"  Mid  Ilia  power  Ui  uvcry  onp  th»t  is  to  oomo !  1  am  uiutt 
grutpriil  for  your  asaiimnmi  tltat  my  poor,  shutteivd,  heart- broken 
btmily  will  not  ho  furgottvn.  I  Ilhvu  kuig  tritid  to  reeommend  tiiRm 
Iu  "  tlis  Gul  of  my  fMthers-"  1  hnvc  mau;  opiHirluniiivs  for  faitlifnl 
plniu-denliug  with  tliv   iiniro   piiw<!rfiil,    iiillticntiid,  and   inti'Mig^Dt 

aes  iu  Uils  region,  wliich  I  trust  ur<>  unl  r:iitin>ly  mit>iin|irov(>d.     I 
humbly  trust  that  I  Gniity  l>cliev«  ihm  "  God  reikis,"  nud  I  tliiuk  I  . 
«an  truly  B»y,  " Ix't  the  ciutii  njoic*!"     May  Gt>d  take  rnrv  ■.; 
uwa  CAUsi-,  and  of  his  own  (freul  naiuc.  us  well  as  of  those  who  jov*  I 
their  neighbors.     Furttwell  I  Youra  in  truth, 

JoiiK  Bitowx 

7b  klg  Old  Jiatker. 

ClURI-ESTOWK,  JeFPUHOM  COITXTT,  VA.,  Nov.   13,   ]85>. 

Bkv.  H.  l-  Vaim- 

Mv  r>KAK,  8TF.ADFAST  Fkibkd,  —  Your  most  kind  and  most  J 
irelcumo  letlpr  of  iho  Slh  insU  rdiirlim)  mo  in  dun  limp.  [  am  Xftrf  I 
grnlrful  for  all  the  good  fwliiiK  you  «xprm,  and  also  fiir  the  kliU  I 
enimwis  you  giva,  to)te(hn  with  your  prayers  in  nij  l-ehaU.  Alluw  I 
me  hne  to  tny.  notwithstanding  "  my  soul  ia  among  lions,"  siitl  I  I 

pvu  thai  "  Ood  in  vrry  drrd  ia  with  mc."    Y"U  will   not,  ihfp 
ftire,  feel  Burrrised  wlien  I  tell  you  tlint  I  nm  "  joyfnl  in  all  my  trlb-  i 
nlation* :  **  lliivt  I  do  not  fivl  oiuiiemnod  of  Him  whow  Jadginent  ia  I 
jnst,  nor  of  my  own  iwnscirnoo.     Nor  do  I  feel  J«f(raded  by  my  Im- 
priMinmrnt,  my  rhains,  or  (iroepect  of  thu  gallows.     I  have  nol 
only  liwn  (itinugh  nt1i<rly  uuwi>rthy)  prrmitb'il  to  "infier  nfflirtii>n 
Willi  Goil's  ()eiiplti,"  but  have  alwi  hail  a  Kreat  ninny  mrc  oppor- 
'  tanilics  for  "  preaehinc  righteiiuiiiii^i  in  the  ^rtiit  congKiiralion."     I 
trust  it  will  nol  nil  Ih  lout.      Thn  juil.r  <iTi  wIkihc  clian-u  I  am)  auil 
kiB  family  and   OMstants   have  all  been  most  hind  ;  anil  tuilwith- 
ttanding  he  was  ime  of  lht>  bravcM  of  all  who  fiiughl  me,  hn  is  now 
beinK  abiiaed  fur  hi*  humanity.    So  fiir  as  my  observation  gara,  none 
but  bravv  iiittu  luv  likuly  Iu  Ik  humane  to  a  falleu  foe.      "  Cowanlt    ' 


pruve  iheir  courage  by  their  ferocity."  It  may  be  Jniie  in  llinl  WHy 
witfa  l>ut  little  risk. 

I  wish  I  eouiti  vmie  you  altnut  a  fev  only  of  the  intereeting  times 
1  liero  experitnt-c  willi  Jifferenl  plaaaea  nf  men.  clergymen  aiming 
otliere.  Clirist,  iho  great  Ruptain  uf  lilierly  us  well  &a  'if  golvaiinn, 
aaJ  who  bogan  his  mission,  hs  f'irotulU  of  him,  by  pniclaiiiiiiig  it. 
BAw  fit  1(1  tahe  fniin  me  a  sword  i.f  ateel  after  I  had  carried  it  for  a 
time ;  but  he  has  put  another  in  my  haiiil  ("  the  swurd  of  tliu 
Spirit"),  and  I  pray  Gi>d  to  inake  me  a  failhfiit  Boldier,  whijri'vcr  he 
rnny  send  me,  ni>t  less  on  the  sraSiiUl  than  when  surrounded  by  my 
warmest  syinpathizers. 

My  dear  old  friend,  1  do  assure  you  I  have  not  forgotten  our  last 
meeting,  nor  our  r«tri>spective  lunk  over  t)ie  route  by  whicji  Gixl  bad 
thtm  led  us ;  and  I  bless  his  name  ihut  he  has  again  euabled  me  l« 
hear  your  words  uf  oiieerin^  and  comfort  at  u  time  wheu  1,  at  least, 
sin  on  tha  "  brink  of  Jordan."  (See  Banyan's  "Pilgriui.")  Gik)  In 
infinite  mercy  grant  us  soon  another  meeliu^  on  the  opposite  shure. 
1  have  often  passed  under  the  rod  of  him  whom  I  call  my  Pathpr,  — 
and  oertaiuly  no  son  ever  needed  it  uftener;  and  yet  I  have  enjoyed 
much  of  life,  as  I  was  enabled  tu  discover  the  secret  of  this  soriiewhnt 
early.  It  has  been  in  making  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  ntbers 
my  own  ;  so  that  really  1  have  had  a  great  deal  of  prusperity.  I  niti 
very  prosperous  still ;  and  looking  forward  ti>  a  time  when  "  peaco 
pn  earth  and  good-will  to  men  "  shall  everywhere  prcvnil,  I  have  nu 
murmuring  thoughts  or  envious  feelings  to  fret  my  mind.  "  I  '11 
praise  my  Maker  with  my  breath." 

I  am  an  unworthy  nephew  of  Deacon  John,  and  I  loved  bira  much  j 
and  in  view  of  the  many  choioe  friends  I  have  hail  here,  I  mn  led  the 
more  earnestly  to  pray,  "  gather  not  my  soul  with  the  unrighteous." 

Your  assumnce  of  the  earnest  sympathy  of  the  friends  in  my  native 
land  is  very  grateful  to  my  feelings;  and  allow  me  to  say  a  word  of 
eomfort  to  thern. 

As  I  belk^ve  most  6nnly  that  Gitd  reigns,  I  caunot  l>elieve  that 
anything  I  have  done,  suffered,  or  may  yet  soffer  will  be  l-ist  to  the 
cause  of  God  or  of  humanity.  And  before  1  began  my  work  at  Har- 
per's Ferry,  I  fell  assured  that  in  the  worst  event  it  would  ocrtaialy 
pay.  1  often  expressed  that  belief;  and  I  can  now  see  no  possible 
rause  to  alter  my  mind.  I  am  not  as  yet,  in  the  main,  at  all  disap- 
pointed. 1  have  been  a  good  deal  disappoiute<l  as  JI  regards  myself 
iu  not  keeping  up  to  my  own  plans;  but  I  now  feel  entirely  reoon- 
cileil  to  that,  even,  —  for  God's  plan  was  infinitt-ly  better,  no  doubt,  or 
I  should  have  kept  to  my  own.  Had  Samsou  kept  to  his  dctennina* 
tioD  of  not  telling  Delilali  wherein  his  groat  strength  lay,  he  would 
probably  have  ue^ec  o\eTtwtt«&&e\tcu9«.    t  did  nut  lell  IMiUh, 


p 
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but  I  vaa  iiiducwl  Ui  set  very  ooRtntry  to  my  l*lter  jndgniMii ;  aai  S 
have  l(H>t  my  two  n»l)lD  boys,  nni]  otiipr  frii'iide,  if  n«t  my  twu  pycs>^ 


ne,  be-  doue."     I  r<i'1  n  cotiifurtubli^  bopafl 
of  whom  1  biivpjiwl  licpu  wriliu);,  i!v*D 
i-y  in  CliriM  Jcwis)  yet  "  iHe  id  f.iith." 
xer  of  my  iIimiiIi,  —  I  bare  but  very  litllo 
n  Able  tu  be  (mb  yuu  eithun)  "  uf  good— 


t 


I 

I 


"  0.«l'9  Will,  1 
ihdt.  Uk6  tliHt  erring  servui 
1  tn«y  {Oiriiiigli  iuliuit^^  me 
As  t<i  b<ith  the  litiii-  and  inni 
trouble  on  that  siwre,  and  a 

I  MmJi  through  yon,  my  host  wiahra  to  Mrs,  W.- 
■oD  Ueorge,  mid  tu  all  dmr  friends.     Muy  the  G»d  of  the  poor  h 
upprvssnd  be  the  God  Hiid  Savior  of  you  all  I 
Farewell,  till  wc  mMt  again. 

Your  friend  in  truth, 

John  Bkowil^ 

To  his  Wife. 
Ca*Bi,Earows.  Je^fkbbon  l\n  stt,  Va..  Nor.  16,  I8S9. 
My  drar  Wifk,  —  I  write  you  in  nnawrr  to  a  must  kinil  letter  <ii 
Novotnlii-r  13  from  dmr  Mra.  Spring.  I  one  h«r  ten  thouivnd  tlift(ika<4 
for  hrr  kindni-u  In  you  ]>iirtiKulnrly,  aud  inure  Mpefially  ihaii  brJ 
what  she  hits  done  and  is  doing  iu  a  inoru  direi-t  way  for  iiih  [WN  I 
soually.  Alllioiigh  1  fof^l  gmloful  for  ovrry  exprrsitioti  iif  kindncM  J 
or  sympathy  tuwHrds  me,  ynH  nothing  can  «o  r(T(^tiMl1y  niinistrr  u>  J 
my  nomfort  as  Hi'la  of  kindoeas  dnuu  to  rell  ' 

gate  the  luSt-riugH  of  my  |Kior  disireiwed  fnuilly.    May  G-bI  Almighty  1 
and  their  own   wmecientwa  be  tlii-ir  ettnial  rewanli-TB  1     I  mm  eX' 
Meilingly  rejiiict^    to  have    you  inoko  the  ao(]iiainlnnco  and   bo  J 
Bum-uuded    by   sneh   ehoioo   friPtula,    aa    1    hnvu   long   known    lif.l 
recutaliun  ttiine  of  tbuae  lo  be  wiUi  wbuni  you  are  «ta]4ng.     Ij 

'  The  Rpv.  LFouard  Woolwy  Baron,  thru  of  Utfhii*')'!.  Conn.,  who  lint  I 
jirinlnj  tlii*  Ifttcr.  taiil  in  \6M  ■■  "  My  agMl  friiin.l.  tbn  l>v.  R.  L.  Vat%fl 
of  llii*  |ila«<,  rttneinlwrs  John  Bronn  la  bivin^  brvn  nnilat  hi*  iti 
in  the  yrar  1SI7,  at  HorrU  AcBrlvmy.     )la  wu  a  grtdly  youth,  lalnring-fll 
rrnovi'r  ttonx  liin  diMdvanU^  iif  tnrly  pduRaCion,  in  i\tc  ho|M)  of  *nl*r{H 
the  niiuiilry  of  Ihr  n«.|i«l.    Since  tb™  ilw  teacher  «n-l  iiunil  bare  turt  tu 
onif.     Kui  a  abort  tinw  Blon-,  Mr.  Vnill  vmt«  to  Bniwn .  in  bis  i>riMn,  ff 
Irller  oX  CIiHiImd  rrirnilihip.  Iu  whirb  he  ha*  recoivnl  thlit  bmie  sml^ 
(Dblimn  reply.     I  have  copinl  it  fuliifully  rrom  the  antottraidi  tb*l  liet- 
(■■fur*  nift,  wllhnut  tbn  rluln^  n         '    '        " 

fiiil  nnm"  nf  thi-  Trinn-U  to  whom  hi  wndi  his  mnN^r.  Tli«  btinlwriUii 
U  fWr  aiid  iimi,  hot  towanl  thr  md  of  the  Khcit  aeen».  to  shot 
lick  old  man'M  haa<.l  wan  jwHring  wwr*.  Thi"  vnry  flwnii't^ni  inaka  ■ 
appeal  lo  ui  for  our  lympnthy  and  pmyert.  '  His  Mlutation  »ith  hi*  « 
hand.     Remcmbtr  hi>  bomli.'  " 
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kin  iiiiisl  glad  III  have  you  meet  wiib  one  of  a  binily  (ur  I  wohU 
mthcr  ta,y  of  two  fiiniilieE)  most  beloved  Hod  never  to  bs  forgutteo 

by  me.     t  mean  deHr  geolle .     Many  and  many  a  time  hnve 

■lie,  li«r  father,  mother,  brother,  sisters,  uofle,  nud  aunt,  like  aogeb 
of  mercy,  uiiuistered  to  the  wauia  of  myself  and  of  niy  poor  Kins, 
both  ill  ii(<kiies8  and  health.  Only  last  yair  I  lay  sick  fur  i^uile  k 
Dumber  of  weeha  with  theai,  and  whs  mrud  fur  by  all  aa  tliou^li  I 
had  bwu  a  ninst  afiertiuiiitto  bruther  or  fiither.  Tell  her  that  I 
ask  God  to  bless  and  rewiird  them  all  furcver.    "  I  was  a  slraiigcr, 

HDd  they  louk  me  in."    It  may  possibly  be  that would  liko  to 

copy  this  letter,  and  send  it  Ut  her  home.  If  to,  by  all  means  k-t 
her  do  su.     I  wuuld  write  them  if  I  had  the  power. 

Now  let  me  say  a  word  about  the  efliirt  to  educate  our  daughters. 
I  am  no  lunger  able  to  provide  means  to  help  towards  that  object, 
and  it  tlierefure  becomes  me  not  to  dictate  in  the  matter.  I  shall 
gratefiilly  Biibmit  the  dir<wtiou  of  the  wliule  thing  to  those  whose  gen- 
erouty  uiay  lead  them  to  undertake  in  their  belialf,  wliile  1  give  anew 
.  a  little  exjiressioH  of  my  own  rhoice  respcrtiug  iL  You,  my  wife,  per- 
fectly well  kiii>w  that  I  have  altvnys  expressed  a  decided  preferencfl 
for  a  very  plain  but  perfectly  practical  edncation  for  both  sons  and 
dauglitiTS.  I  do  not  mean  an  education  so  very  Tnieerable  ss  that 
you  and  [  received  in  early  life ;  nor  a8  souje  of  our  children  enjoyed. 
When  I  say  (ilaiu  but  practical,  I  mean  enough  of  the  learning  of  tho 
schuols  tu  enable  ihcra  tu  Iranract  the  ctimmon  business  of  life  eom- 
fortably  and  respectably,  t<)gether  with  tliat  thorough  tnuning  tu 
g(Hid  biuiness  habits  which  best  prepares  both  men  and  women  to 
be  useful  though  poor,  and  U  meet  the  stem  realitleg  of  life  with 
a  good  grace.  You  well  know  ilmt  I  always  claimed  that  the 
music  uf  the  broom,  wash-tub,  needle,  spindle,  loom,  axe,  scytlie, 
hue,  flail,  etc.,  should  first  be  learned  at  all  events,  and  that  of  tlio 
pinno,  etc,  afterwards.  I  pot  them  in  that  order  an  inost  ootidn- 
cive  to  liPHlth  of  body  and  mind  ;  and  for  the  ubviuus  reason,  ibat 
after  a  life  of  some  experience  and  uf  much  ubservatjon,  I  have 
found  tRn  wouien  as  well  as  t^u  men  who  have  niade  thMr  mark 
in  life  right,  wlnwo  early  Usinin^  was  uf  that  plun,  pracliral  kilul, 
to  one  who  hsd  a  mure  popular  and  fashionable  early  training.  Btit 
enough  of  tiiiii, 

Now,  i[i  regtird  to  your  coming  here.  If  you  feel  sure  that  you  ntn 
endure  the  trials  and  the  shock  which  will  be  unavuidahle  (if  yoa 
(vnne),  I  should  be  most  glad  lo  see  yuu  oneo  more  ;  but  wheo  1 
think  of  your  being  insulted  on  the  roiid,  and  porlmps  while  here, 
and  of  uuly  seeing  yuur  wri-tc!ie<lness  made  complete,  I  shrink  from 
jt.  Your  cumposuro  and  furtitude  of  mind  may  1>o  quite  equal  to  it 
all ;  but  I  am  in  ilt«adtu\  iim\A  i^S  \\.    U  -juu  do  ooiij^  dyfer  ywgjr 
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JDuraejr  till  nboiit  the  27lh  or  S8th  of  this  month.  The  scpoee  which 
yiiii  will  have  to  pnM  through  nn  oiniing  here  will  ^»  uiiyttilng  hat 
ihiwe  jou  now  pau,  with  tf<Dder,  kind-hcnrlrd  fripDiIs,  And  kind  fiiRpi 
to  meet  ym  overywhoro.  Do  cansWor  iho  matter  well  liefow  y(iu 
iiuiko  iho  plunge.  I  iliiuk  I  liml  Ix-tt^r  »&/  uu  more  on  tliU  iu<«i  pnJn- 
fiil  Rulijent  Hy  henllh  iinpruvcs  a  liiilc ;  my  miuil  U  vur;  trnmiuit,  I 
'  dim;  any  Joyuua,  kdiI  I  cuDtluue  to  nweive  every  hind  attirntiou  that  t 
have  ntiy  {Hieaihlp  need  uf.  I  wish  you  to  «eud  copies  uf  &11  uiy  k 
ten  til  bJI  <inr  poor  children.  What  I  write  to  uno  mUBi  answer  fiv; 
all,  till  1  have  mora  strength.  I  get  numerous  kind  lelten  t 
frit'nds  ill  aliM(«t  all  direcUons,  to  encourage  ine  to  "  be  i>r  gutid 
cheer,"  aod  I  still  Imv^  aa  I  trost,  "  the  pfwco  of  God  lo  rule  in  laj 
heart."      May  Qod,  Tor  Christ's  sake,  ever  uiaho  his  face  to  shine  (01 

Yonr  affectinnalr  hnshnnd, 

John  Brows. 

To  Thomwi  B.  Mutjravt} 

Cbarlbstows,  jRPntMQK  Ciit'N'TT,  V*.,  Nov.  17,  18B9. 
T.  n.  Uvsohavk,  leu. 

Mr  DEAR  vmiKO  Fsiekd,  —  I  have  just  received  ynur  moct  kinj  ^ 
and  welcome  letter  of  llie  I3lh  inst.,  bnt  lUd  not  got  any  other  from  f  oa. 
I  am  uuder  niHuy  uUlgutious  lo  you  and  lo  yonr  fnther  for  all  thi 
hindneasvi  you  have  ehuwu  me,  es[iMially  since  my  disiisier.     Mk} 
Uod  and  your  uwn  consciousneea  evtrr  bo  your  rrwurden.    ToU  yuar  ] 
fHiher  Ihat  I  am  qiiiio  chMrful;  that  I  do  not  ft^l  mywlf  In  tli«  leMt  1 
degraded  hy  luy  imprifoDment,  my  chains,  or  the  ut-ar  pnicpecl  cf.  J 
the  gallows.     Men  cunuot  iinprison,  or  chain,  or  hnng  th«  eou' 
gii  Joyfully  in  behalf  of  miQiooH  that  "  have  no  righls"  tiiat  I 
grnat  aod  glorious,  this  Christian  Republic  "  is  bound  t 
SrrHugu  change  In   morals,   political  aa  well  as  Chris 
I77B!     I  look  forward  to  other  changes  to  take  pUoi 
gooil  lime,  fully  l*lieving  that  "  ihe  fnohion  of  this  world  p 
away,"    I  urn  nnahle  uow  to  tell  yon  where  my  friend  \»,  that  J 
ui|uire  after.     Perhaps  my  wife,  wlio  I  HUp]K>so  is  still  with  Ml 
Spring,  may  hnve  some  iufurmHlioii  of  him.     1  think  i' 
certain,  however. 

Farewell.     May  6ud  abuudiuitly  bless  yon  all ! 
Your  friend, 

Joax  Bhowr. 

II  wit  Mr.  MuBjtnve,  Ihc  Etif{lbh  roanaTav- 
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To  hia  Cnuaiti,  See.  Mr.  Humphrey. 

Chablestows,  Jefferson  Corjmr,  V*.,  Nof.  IB,  iSl 
Err.  LuTHEH  Hi'mpiirev. 

Mv  di:ak  Fbiekd,  —  Your  bitiil  letter  of  Itie  ISth  InatAtil  is  now 
Vfon;  me.  So  fnr  ae  tii^  1<iiciu*l<-i)ge  goes  aa  to  iiur  niiituiil  kimlred, 
I  suppose  I  am  the  first  bidcc  tlie  laiiiling  uf  Pelcr  Bniwu  fruiii  th« 
"Mayflower"  that  has  I'ittier  been  sea  ten  ced  to  iinpriBouuieot 'ir  to  ihe 
galUm'8.  But,  my  dear  old  friend,  let  uot  that  fuct  alime  grievr  you. 
Vou  uHDtioI  have  forgoCleu  bow  and  where  our  grandfather  fell  tu 
1776,  and  lliat  he,  too,  might  have  perished^n  ibe  scaffold  had  t'ir- 
cuinstaiicea  been  hut  a  very  little  different.  Tlie  fact  that  a  man 
dies  uudcr  the  hand  of  an  executiouer  (or  olherwUe)  hits  but  little  ta 
do  with  faifl  true  character,  ui  1  euppoee.  John  Rogers  iwrished  at 
the  stake,  a  great  and  good  man,  as  1  suppose ;  but  bis  doing  so  dues 
not  prove  thiit  any  other  wan  who  has  died  in  the  eatuc  way  was 
good  or  otherwise. 

Whether  I  have  any  reason  to  "  be  of  good  cheer"  or  not  iu  view 
of  my  end,  I  can  assure  you  iliat  I  feel  so ;  and  I  aui  totally  blinded 
if  1  do  not  really  ex]>erience  that  strengthening  and  eonsiJatiou  yna 
ao  faithfully  iinplona  In  my  behalf:  the  God  of  our  falhera  reward 
your  fidditf !  I  neither  feel  murtified,  degraded,  nor  in  the  least 
aahained  uf  my  iiu prison meut,  my  chains,  or  near  prospect  of  deall) 
by  haoKing.  I  feel  assured  "that  not  one  hitir  shall  fiill  from  niy 
head  without  the  will  of  my  Heavenly  Father."  I  also  feel  that  i 
have  long  been  endeavoring  lo  bold  exactly  "  such  a  fast  as  Gixl  has 
chosen."  (^cv  the  passage  in  Isniah  which  you  have  quoted.*)  Ko 
part  of  my  life  has  been  more  happily  spent  than  that  1  have  spent 
hero;  and  I  humbly  trust  that  nu  part  has  btvn  spent  to  belter  pur- 
pose. I  would  not  ^ay  this  bonatingly.  but  thanks  be  nnto  Gud,  who 
givetb  us  the  victory  through  infinite  grace. 

'  The  rererrnce  bem  is  to  the  famiUar  text  in  the  fifty.eighth  chapter 
of  tliB  proplipt,  who  mny  bp  said  to  have  foretold  Brown  ni  flearly  as  he 
predicted  any  event  in  Hchmw  hitilory  :  "Is  not  this  the  fut  that  I  bare 
chosen,  —  to  loone  th«  bands  of  wickedness,  to  uudn  the  heavy  hnrdi-ns,  and 
to  let  the  opprened  go  fcve,  nnd  t.hnt  ye  brmk  every  yoke  F  U  it  not  to 
dxsl  thy  lireiul  to  tho  hungry,  and  that  thou  bring  the  pour  that  ant  east 
out  lo  thy  hoiiDF  T  when  thon  sent  the  naked,  that  thou  rover  him :  and 
that  thou  hide  uot  thyself  from  thine  own  fleiht  .  .  .  TIu'd  sbiilt  thon 
call,  and  the  Lord  shall  answer;  thuu  ahnlt  cry.  and  lie  shnll  say,  Hero 
I  am.  .  ■  .  Than  shnlt  raise  up  the  roundations  of  many  generations;  and 
tfaou  shalt  be  uallvd  the  Repaint  of  the  breach,  the  Restorer  of  paths  tci 
dwell  in." 
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I  ihunld  be  sUt^  years  old  were  I  to  live  tci  Mh;  D,  1660.  I  h 
enjoyeil  tiinrh  of  life  h«  it  is,  »iiH  hnve  hpen  roiiiitrkHtily  |ir<i«|>cri>iii 
hnviiig  e;ir1y  leurued  (u  regnrd  tLe  iri'irnrt-  and  |ir<iBperLty  -it  allien  hJ 
my  awa.  I  have  never,  siuw  1  ciiu  remember,  reijiiired  n 
iimciutil  [>f  4liwp :  Ba  tlint  1  (smnlude  timt  I  liavo  ulrnuly  fnj»ynd  fuH  1 
nn  avpDiffn  number  of  working  hoiire  with  llimo  wliu  reach  thdf' 1 
lhree*''-iro  yonrs  ami  leu-  I  hiivi>  not  yot  been  driven  to  tlie  use  of '■ 
ji;Iii««i'S,  but  euu  sue  tu  read  and  write  quite  ouinfurtiilily.  But  ukmI 
tlinii  tliHt,  1  liuvu  genemlly  enjoyed  reiiiHrknbly  giKid  heiillh.  1  might  I 
(fo  cm  til  remunt  unauinlwred  and  unmeritod  blcsaiu^s,  Bniou({  whicll  [ 
wonld  be  aoms  very  wvorr  atHicttoos,  aud  thu«e  the  innit  Deeded  A 
blrwinKn  of  all.  And  now,  when  t  think  hour  eHsily  I  iui);ht  b«  leA  1 
lu  Bpiiit  all  1  have  done  or  RiriTered  in  tlie  ouusc  of  freedom,  1  hardly  J 
dare  wish  no'ilher  voyage,  even  if  1  hnd  tho  opportunity. 

It  is  H  long  time  ainoo  we  met;  bnt  we  ahnll  roinn  together  in  nar  I 
Falhci-'s  hoiiiw,  1  trust.     Lot  us  hold  (»ht  that  we  already  lia\ 
memhering  we  shall  reap  in  due  time  if  we  faint  not.     Thaukii  b>  I 
uuto  God,  whi)  ^veili  us  the  victory  thniugh  Jeaus  Christ  our  Lord,  f 
And  now,  iny  old,  wnnn-liearliil  friend.  i;iH>d-by. 
Your  sHeclioualo  nouain, 

John  Drowx.  ] 

To  his  Wiflt. 

Charleftow!!,  JerrKiutoN  Pountt,  Va.,  Nov,  21,  1869, 

Mr  nr.AR  Wife,  —  Your  most  welroine  letter  uf  tho  13lh  hwUut 
I  got  yesterday.     [  am  vory  Kl*d  to  Ivam  from  yourself  tliat  you  TmI  J 
so  much  resifcnc^  Uiyoiirrireuinattince*,  so  inueli  rimAdence  ii 
and  good   Provideni'e,  and  such  ciin)ioture  of  mind  in  the  midat  rf "J 
all  your  docp  afflictioiM.     Thta  is  just  as  it  should  b« ;  and  l«l  n 
still  say.  •'  Be  ofgiHHl  cheer,"  for  we  shall  so<m  "come  out  of  all  ol 
greut  tribulnlloos ; "  and  very  •oon,  if  we  tmil  in  him,  "  God  *hall'4 
wipe  away  all   tear*  from  our  eyr«."     Soon  "  we  shall  be  sjiTiaS«d  I 
when  wft  ara  awake  in  His  Ukencas."    There  is  now  herw  a  sourec  of  I 
much  dlMtuirtiido  to  inn, —  namely,  the  flres  which  aro  almost  of^J 
dully  and  nightly  o«-.urrenc«  in  this  imiuedintc  neiphburhoud,    Wliilft  M 
1  well  kuow  that  no  one  of  lliom  is  ihu  work  of  our  fricuils,  I  kuMi 
at  the  same  time  that  by  more  or  low  of  the  InbHliiUints  ti 
ehiirged  with  lliom,  —  the  same  m  with  the  ominous  and  lhPP*t«iin 
letUirs  to  Oovemor  Wise.     In  the  eiistlui!  sutv  of  publln  feidlof 
can  easily  see  a  furtlier  objedion  to  jour  comlug  here  at  ;>re««nt ;  t 
I  did  uot  inl»<nd  sayinE  auotbrr  word  to  you  on  ibat  subject. 

Why  will  yiiii  not  my  to  hip  wbeiJirr  yon  had  any  cr<']i« 
thisivHsouf     If  so,  wlua  ouest     AUhuu^h  I  ma;  n 
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meddle  with  yiiar  worldly  aflaira,  1  hnie  not  yei  lost  all  itieresl  iu 
tbein.  A  little  liisUirj  of  jour  success  or  of  your  fiLilures  I  aliuuld 
very  much  prize;  and  I  wuuld  gratify  joa  aod  other  friends  soine 
way  wfre  it  iu  tiiy  power.  I  am  still  quite  cheerful,  and  by  no  mean* 
«iuit  down,  1  "  remember  thai  the  lime  is  short."  The  liiile  troak 
and  nil  its  ctmieuls,  so  far  as  I  oaa  judge,  reached  mc  safe.  Majr 
God  mwnrd  all  the  ciintribuiurE !  I  wrote  you  ouder  ctiver  to  uur 
cxi^llcot  friend  Mrs.  ^piiiig  on  the  16lh  ioslaut.  I  presume  yi>ii 
hiLvo  it  before  now.  Whea  you  rcturD,  it  is  inoHt  likely  the  Inke  will 
■lot  bo  open ;  sn  yt>u  must  get  your  ticlcel  ut  Tniy  for  Moroau  Slatiun 
iir  Gleiis  Falls  (for  Gleua  Pulls,  if  you  ceui  got  uae),  or  get  one  fcir 
Vergftiin«  in  Vennonl,  and  take  your  chanwt  of  uri^isshtg  over  on  the 
iee  to  Westpoit.  If  you  go  Boon,  [lie  route  by  Uleoa  Kalis  tu  Elica- 
bethtjiWD  n-ill  prnhably  be  the  best. 

1  have  just  learned  that  t«r  poor  Watson  lingered  until  Weditesday 
aboQt  QouQ  of  the  19th  of  Oetuber.  Oliver  died  near  my  side  in  k 
hvf  moments  oflpr  be  was  shut.  Dauphin  died  the  next  monUng 
after  Oliver  and  William  wcrr>  killed,  —  narnely,  Monday.  He  died 
almost  iQstaurly ;  was  by  my  fide.  William  wa«  ^ot  by  eeveral 
pecsiins-    Andt^rsiin  was  killed  with  Diiuphin. 

Keep  this  letter  to  refer  to.  God  Almighty  bless  and  keep  yon 
all! 

Yuor  Afli?ctionate  busbuid, 


Jobs  Brown. 


Dear  Mrs.  Srvma,  —  I  send  this  to  your  rarr,  beMUBv 
k  loss  whfro  it  will  reach  my  wife. 

Yonr  friend  iu  truth, 

Jons 

To  Am  yottnyer  Children. 


Charlktown,  Jefi'erson  Votrsrt,  Va.,  Not.  22.  1859. 
Dear  Children,  all.  —  1  address  this  letter  lo  y<m,  s)ip].>nng 
thiit  yoar  mothir  is  nut  yel  with  yon.  She  has  not  yet  come  \,m, 
as  I  liaTP  refiucsted  her  n.it  t'>  do  at  preseDi,  if  at  all.  She  m»y  Ihhik 
itbestflirhernottocoineat  all.  She  has  (or  will),  I  prwmne,  wrtt- 
leii  you  before  this.  Annie's  lettw  ^■  w  K'lh,  of  theOlh,  h»s  Imii  jiini 
reaeheil  me.  I  am  very  clad  t<i  get  it,  and  tn  If^m  thiil  you  lire  ht 
any  uieusure  i-heorf<iL  This  is  tlie  grwifcsl  (mndirt  I  ntiihavp,  mc- 
eept  that  it  woiild  I*  to  kn-w  thnl  ym  irn-  nil  Clirixtiftiii',  Go^  in 
mercy  gmnt  yon  all  mny  be  »i '.  That  is  wbm  yii>i  a>l  will  Mrtninljr 
neod.  When  and  tn  irhitt  B>nii  doiilh  may  come  is  but  «(  amuD  mo. 
irient  I  feel  just  an  c.ntcni  to  dif  for  God's  etf-mal  iniih  and  fi)r 
BuOering  buuiimiiy  on  the  scaAild  as  in  any  other  way ;  and  I  Ao 
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t  Mj  this  from  ftoj  di:<po«itioTi  1a  "  brave  it  ont."    No  ;  I  wnoM'J 


my  wruog  vrt^rt^  I  in  tlif  leiisi  cunvinncd  of  it.     I  huvfl  J 
ith  II  (!<i"<l  <ipinirtiinily  lo  In.k  iIib  J 


(jfiiinl  u 


llOlltll,  < 


whi)lo  tiling  ii«  '  fuir  iu  llic  fiwc  " 


>[  u 


>l>li>  of  rliiii 


I 


lUp  fi-el  it  m(«l  gmli'fiil  thiit  I 

groe  wiirtEiy  in  aiittor  for  the  tiuih. 

c1i«<<r-"    This  life  is  tutcuded  u  a 

trmptntinu,  afflivtiuu,  KDd  triul;  ftOil  iho  "rigliioiiue  ehali  cmiiit  uat 
(if"  it  all.     Oil,  my  ienr  ohilclrcii,  let  in«  ag&iu  eutrwit  yui 
'■  fiiDMlce  tlie  fiHiIisb,  Htnl  Uitd."    Whutranyi 
a  iMiurecf     "  UiHlliuFSs  with 
[iruiriiwr  of  llie  life  ibat 
iu  llie  LuH  Hud  do  gixxl, 


■uiitiHl  ill  tliH  k-uBl  pospililit  Je- 1 

.  want  you  nil  U>  "  Ixi  uf  gtHid  J 

u  uf  tmiiiing,  chastiwnitiiti  f 


poBiiihly  \ijst<  hy  guoli  I 

grmt  guin,  liHvliig  tlie  | 

H,  ttnd  uf  that  which  ui  tii  ooine."    "  '1 

shuJl  thoQ  dwfll  iu  the  Uiid  :  und  v 


II  Hhtilt  be  r«d."     I  buve  uiijuywl  lifit  uiunh ;  why  iliciuid  I  «i 
pkin  (IU  kiuving  iit    I  wmji  souii-  of  you  U>  write  mi>  u  little  it 


r 


[wniculuriy  bImju 

It  iUl  that  coDuoruH  yni 

ir  w*l/ure.     1  iuicmi  tii  write 

yr>u  un  I'ftpn  ns  : 

I  Mm.     "T,.  U^-lMid 

the  WDfil  of  hia  grot-e  I  ooin- 

mflud  jniu  all." 

Vuur  iilf«;ti»im 

U.6ltbM, 

JuHM  Br(IW-N. 

To  hU  ohier  Children. 


CKABLWrowN,  JKrritHHos  CoitnTV,  Va.,  Not.  !3,  185! 
DbAK  Cbiltiben,  —  Your  mojit  welcome  letw-r*  of  ibp  Itiih  j] 
I  hiiv«  jii»t  rt<«ived,  nnil  I  l>h>M  God  that  be  lias  (.-luililed  ymi  in  bear  | 
ihp  hfwvy  liding)  irf  our  disHsIrr  with  a»  inuHi  Mvitiliig  renijiiiiiliiiii 
and  (MHiifxwilre  uf  miiid.     Tbul  in  exmnly  the  thins  I  havn  n-Juhnl   j 
yim  Hit  to  do  fiir  mo,  —  tu  bnoheiTfu!  nnd  pRifnrtly  rmignn)  tolhehnly  I 
n-il1  <>(n  wi«e  and  gfHHl  Oud.    1  IdcM  hi«  in<>«t  holy  name  that  1  hiu, 
I  truHI,  in  Kome  gwu)  tneantiiv  uUv  todothe  oaiiie.     I  am  even  "joy- 
fill  in  all  my  trihiilntions  "  ever  siuee  my  cuoGnomeiit.  nnd  I  hnmbty 
tnwt  that  "  I  know  in  whom  I  ham  tniited,"      A  r-alm  prarc,  ju-i 
hups  like  that  whirh  yonr  oim  dear  mother  ft-lt  in  view  of  hir  liwi   J 
rhimge,  p^in*  to  All  my  tnlnil  hy  day  and  by  nlghL     Of  tbia  neithpi 
tbi'  powera  of  "  enrth  or  hfll "  ran  deprive  ine.    Do  not,  my  dear   ' 
rbildren.  any  of  you  grieve  far  n  Binglo  moment  on  my  nwvmnt. 

my  life  hnR  not  Itnen  ihrown  away,  na  I  niao  biimiily  irunt 
that  my  denlh  will  not  hft  In  vAJn.  G-nl  ean  make  It  lo  bt>  a  tbouaaiid 
Iimp»  moFT'  vnliiaide  to  his  own  ranne  than  all  the  inia(-ml>1(>  *eri-lro 
(lit  liwt)  that  I  hrn-e  readered  it  during  my  life.  When  I  was  ftnrt 
taken.  I  wu  ton  b^b\%  tn  wriln  miieh;  m  t  wmta  what  I  niuid  tn 
North  Elba,  reqnertlug  Riilh  and  Anne  to  s^nd  you  eopie*  of  nil  mf 
«  to  ihem.    1  hope  ihey  have  done  vo,  and  ihal  you,  Rtlen,'  will    , 
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ilu  ihc  same  with  what  I  iuqj  Bend  to  joa,  aa  it  is  still  quite  a  labor 
fur  tiMi  tu  wril«  nli  that  1  need  Iik  I  want  ;<'>ur  l>n>there  In  fcnow 
what  I  write,  if  yuu  know  where  to  reach  them.  ]  wruie  JorcTniaUi 
a  fi-w  diiys  sinoe  tu  HUppt/  a  trifliug  asustanue,  fifWn  dollars,  to  such 
of  yuu  aa  inight  be  most  Uestitule.  1  giit  hia  letter,  bill  do  not  know 
as  he  got  mine.  1  hope  to  get  another  letter  from  him  «hiii.  I  also 
askeil  liiiii  III  show  you  my  letter.  I  know  of  nothing  you  can  any  uf 
you  now  do  for  nn>,  unleits  it  ia  to  coinGjrt  your  nwn  hearts,  «ud  rlie«r 
aud  PBCouriige  each  other  to  truat  in  God  and  Jkiiis  Christ  whom  ho 
hath  sent.  If  you  will  keep  his  sayiugv,  you  shall  certainly  "knowo( 
his  doctrine,  whether  it  be  of  God  or  no,"  Nothing  ean  be  more  grate- 
fiil  to  me  than  your  earnest  sympathy,  except  it  be  to  know  that  you 
arc  fully  persunded  to  be  Chriatians.  And  now,  dear  children,  fare- 
well  for  this  time.  I  hupn  to  be  able  to  write  you  again.  The  God 
of  my  Others  take  yon  for  hia  children. 

Your  afieatiouute  father, 

JoBN  Brovtm. 

To  the  Rev. McFarland. 

J  All.  Ca*Bi.eaTow»,  WedneaUy.  Nov.  23.  1S6B. 

The  Rev.  , McFarlasd. 

Dear  Frienu,  —  Although  you  write  to  me  as  a  slranper,  the 
spirit  you  shiiw  towards  me  aud  the  cause  for  which  1  am  in  bomls 
mukes  me  feel  towards  you  a"  a  dear  friend.  I  would  be  glad  to  have 
you  or  any  of  my  liberly-lc)viug  miuislerial  friendfl  here,  to  talk  and 
pray  with  me.  1  am  not  a  stranger  to  the  way  of  salvation  by  Christ. 
Fnun  my  youth  I  have  atudit^  much  on  that  aiilijeet,  anA  at  one  lima 
hoped  til  be  a  minister  myself;  but  God  had  another  work  for  me  to 
do.  To  me  it  is  given,  in  behalf  of  Christ,  not  only  to  believe  mi 
hiut,  but  alsii  to  suffer  for  hia  sake,  But  while  I  trust  that  I  have 
some  experimental  and  aaviog  knowledge  of  religion,  it  would  he  h 
great  pleneiire  to  me  to  have  some  one  better  qualified  than  myself  in 
leail  my  mind  in  pniyer  and  meditation,  now  that  my  time  w  an  uenr 
n  chise.  Yon  may  wonder,  are  there  no  minlsiers  of  iho  go8|>el  here  f 
I  Answer,  no.  There  are  no  ministers  of  Christ  here.  These  laiow- 
teru  who  profess  lo  be  Christian,  and  hold  slaves  or  ndvocalu  alaverf , 
I  cannot  abide  them,  My  knees  will  not  bend  in  pmyer  with  them, 
while  their  hands  arc  stained  with  the  blood  of  souls.  The  anbjeet 
you  mention  as  having  been  preaching  on  the  day  before  you  wiute 
to  me  is  one  which  I  have  often  thought  of  sine*  my  imprisimment, 
I  think  J  fee]  as  happy  as  Paul  did  when  he  lay  in  prison.  He  hneur 
if  they  killed  him,  It  would  greatly  Hdvance  the  cause  of  Christ ;  that 
was  the  reasi-n  he  rejoiced  su.     On  that  same  ground  "  I  do  rojoKe,. 
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JTM,  Mil  will  rejuiM*."  Let  them  hHQg  lue  ;  I  forgive  them,  and  a 
Ond  forgive  tliein,  fiir  they  kniiw  ni)l  whol  ihpy  tin.  I  hnve  i 
fiir  t!iu  Imnsucliim  for  wliich  I  am  riiiid<'mni'd.  I  went  ugniusi  li 
iuiv>  cif  men,  it  is  true,  but  "  wliatlipr  li  be  right  tt>  obey  Giid  a 
1111^,  jniige  ye."  Cliriit  told  mo  to  r«iiieiiilMT  theiu  thftt  v 
boiida  as  IhiiiuiI  with  thetn,  to  dt>  tuWHnls  ihem  hh  I  wuitl 
tliem  to  du  tuvninls  intt  iu  pimilar  cirruiiiHiiiuces.  My  eoD 
Imde  me  iln  tliut.  I  triml  t*>  da  it,  but  fiuleil.  Therefore  I  hnvn  do 
rcgrpt  III]  Ihiil  team.  I  have  no  surriiw  cither  Re  ti>  thn  result,  "nly 
fiir  iny  pcmr  wife  nud  children. '  They  hdve  suffered  much,  siid  it  is 
hunt  t>i  leave  ihem  uiiuAreil  fur.  But  Ood  will  he  *  hutihaud  to  tl 
widiiw  Knd  n  fHtlit^r  to  the  f.tilicrleiiB. 

[  liHve  rrei|Rontly  been  in  WmHter,  hhi)  if  any  of  my  old  frieu 
froro  about  Akron  nro  then',  ymi  rj»n  tihow  them  this  letter.     I  hun 
more  lUys,  and  I  R'el  noxioiia  to  bt-  nvrnf  •'  where  the  wicked 

ibLiuc,  and  the  wittry  arc  M  n-st."     Kftrpwell. 
Tuur  frti^nd,  and  (he  fri<'ud  of  nil  friends  of  liberty, 

JoiiJf  Browr. 

To  Mr».  Mareiia  Spring. 

CBAnLEemwx,  Strrixaos  Countt,  Va.,  Nor.  24,  1859, 

SIv  DEAR  Mrs.  SrKiifa,  — Yner  ever  weleniiie  letter  of  the  i 
inst.,  tiigelher  with  the  one  now  eaclnsHl.  wiTe  rreeived  by  ine  k 
ui^lii  t'Hi  Utf>  fiir  any  rvt>ly.  I  itiii  alwnjs  ftniicfiil  fur  nnyihing  y< 
i<itlier  till  or  write.  I  would  miast  ptiidly  cxpn-M  tny  gratitude  M  y 
Hnd  youn  by  e>imelhine  more  ihau  wiirib :  bat  it  has  ruine  In  ll 
tv>w  huvi-  but  little  rlt«  to  dcnl  Jn,  and  snmetimea  they  are  out  » 
kind  us  they  should  Ite.  Yini  hnvn  tiud  me  end  my  fiuiiily  unrfl 
many  nud  grr>ni  iddigatl'ids.  I  ho)ie  they  amy  not  »iiiia  be  frirgotlvi 
Tlie  fame  is  aleu  Irae  uf  a  vast  iiiaii;  others,  that  I  shall  iwer  \ 
able  even  lu  thank.  I  feel  diapnetid  to  leave  the  ftdunUion  of  my  dea 
ehildn-u  t»  their  mother,  and  to  thoaw  dear  friends  who  bear  ihe  b 
di'ii  of  it;  only  expreeeing  my  enmeat  ho]>e  ihiit  they  uiay  all  k 
n>tne  strong,  intelligent,  expert,  indiiBtrioui,  C'hrlBtian  houtieheei 
I  w.'uld  wish  that,  Ui^etlier  with  olhiir  studioi,  they  may  th«tnuj^ 
Btody  Dr.  Fmuklin's  "  Poor  ttichnnl."  1  wnnt  them  to  bncoint 
matter-of-fnet  wnmcu.  Perhapii  1  have  said  Vm  much  about  I  " 
already  ;  1  v»iild  not  allude  ti>  this  lubjeet  now  biu  for  tlie  fact  th«t 
you  hod  mnitt  kindly  ex[ir(>8sed  your  geoemtui  tKeling»  with  re^a 
to  it 

1  setit  the  letter  to  my  wife  to  your  enrr,  liceause  the  addrme  ■' 
ai'Ut  me  from  I'hihMlilphia  wan  not  miffliienlly  pUiu,  »n.l  left  t 
rjuite  at  a  In**.      I  am  xtUl  in  the  same  pn-dicumeut,  ami  w< 
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asliamed  to  ln)iibte  ]"id  fitrlhcr,  would  nsk  j(n>  vithft'  to  imd  Ibis  to 
her  or  a  oiipy  of  it,  in  order  tbul  eb«  auy  tee  somellitiig  fcum  in« 
oflcD. 

I  hftvp  Tery  Danny  iuICTCsIing  visibi  frum  prtirinviTy  pfrwins  hIiihwI 
diiily,  und  I  eodMvor  to  iiDprure  tlinn  fnillifully.  pliiiiily,  am)  kindly. 
1  ill)  Qiit  thiuk  thnt  i  ever  enjiiyed  life  Iwttcr  tlian  idiiM^  my  eonfiiir- 
iiii-iit  here.  F»r  Iliis  I  am  iiideUcd  to  latinite  Grure,  und  the  kind 
Ictlers  of  fricmls  friHii  diScreat  <)unrl«rs.  I  wit>h  I  nuild  niily  kttnw 
lliiit  iill  my  yuMT  family  were  as  inlfch  nnnpoeed  and  aa  bappy  as  I- 
1  think  iliHt  uothine  but  the  ChiistTaD  Tcligion  out  ever  uwke  any 
me  u>  much  eompoaed. 


There  tin  ohjcctWins  to  tny  writtn^  many  things  wtiile  hew 
might  W  ilispoaed  It  nritc  vrere  1  under  tliH'crpot  cinniroatADWs. 
not  know  thnt  iny  wife  yel  undprataDds  llial  prison  nilea  require  that 
all  I  write  or  receive  >h>MiId  tint  be  pKainiiied  by  the  Bheriff  or  SIh1«'s 
uttomey,  niid  that  nil  cinnpany  1  m*  should  U'  attended  by  the  jailer 
or  Bume  uf  his  ast>tf>taMs-  Yet  Kuch  Ib  ihe  rase ;  and  dii)  she  Imow 
this,  it  mi^hl  iaflnence  her  mind  wimewhal  about  the  opportunity  she 
wi>u1d  have  on  eoiniag  here,  We  c»nnol  expert  the  jiiiler  to  devote 
very  much  time  to  us,  hc  he  has  now  a  very  bard  talk  oti  his  bands;  I 
have  jnat  learned  how  to  Bend  letters  to  my  wife  near  Pliilndelphta. 

I  have  a  son  at  Akrtm,  Ohio,  ihirt  I  greatly  desire  li>  have  birated 
in  iruch  a  neighboriioiid  aa  yuar« ;  and  you  will  pardon  me  Irir  etrn^ 
you  Mime  teconnt  of  hhn,  makinc  all  needfol  allowaDce  tor  Ihe 
wnirre  ibe  acninnt  coines  from,  llts  nnine  is  Jason;  he  b  abiiat 
thirty-RiT  years  rild;  bus  a  wife  and  one  little  bi>f.  He  is  a  very  la- 
Imrioui,  ingeniona,  innpemto,  honest,  and  tnillifnl  man.  He  b  very 
expert  as  a  ^nlener,  vine-dr^foer.  and  miinagicr  of  fi-ii  it -trees,  hut 
doe«  not  pride  hiniself  on  aimnnt  of  his  skill  in  anything ;  always 
haf  underrnled  himself;  is  bnshfiil  and  retiring  in  his  habits;  is  Dot 
(lilie  Ilia  father)  too  mueh  inclined  to  Rssume  and  dirtafc ;  is  loii  eon- 
M-icniioQS  in  hii  dealings  and  too  tender  of  people's  fii'eliugs  to  giH 
from  them  his  just  doserts,  and  is  very  poor.  He  siiBWrd  nbnost 
everything  nn  the  way  to  nml  while  in  Kan^HF)  but  death,  and  m- 
tamed  to  Oliio  not  a  vp-iiled  but  next  to  a  ruined  man.  He  never 
qnarrela,  and  yet  I  hnow  that  he  is  both  morally  and  phynienlly 
hmrc.  He  will  not  deny  his  prinHples  to  Nave  his  life,  and  l)« 
'■  I'lmed  not  baek  in  the  dny  of  battle."  At  the  balilo  of  Osa- 
wiiliitnie  he  fought  by  my  side.  He  is  a  most  tender,  loving,  antt 
ilciidfnst  friend,  and  on  tl\e  right  side  of  ihingsin  genenil,  a  pranioAl 
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wiih  H  pcpitlstioD  who  w«»  disputed  to  eneixinign  him,  witbuut  e»- 
P«rliiig  him  Ui  {i«j  toil  Heady  lu  the  pnd  fur  il,  I  should  feci  ^ivnlljr 
rvliev«J.  His  wlt«  ia  k  ifxy  uvnt,  imlustrinus,  pnnlrot  woinau,  who 
has  uNdcrgone  n  w-'verr!  triul  in  "  tho  whmil  "f  HfHiolioD," 

You  innko  nne  re<iiie6t  of  ino  thai  I  ahall  not  b«  nhle  to  eniii7>lf^ 
TPith.     Am  n<n7  that  I  cAiinol  at  It^unt  fx|ilain.     Yuar  own  BCGoiiat| 
iif  hi;  pl«n&  is  very  well,     Thft  wra  I  ini-iiiiiinH  hna  nnw 
sturii  uf  vlioicc  riuea  and  fruit-tnws,  nticl  in  them  onnKins  liis  u-orlilly^ 

rt-  iti(«[|y.     I  wnuld  give  yiiu  some  amwuat  of  otheh,  but  I  tap^  I 
yuan  luy  wife  may  have  done  so. 

Yuar  friead,  John  BtunvH. 

To  his  CoutueL 

CHARtearows.  Jeffihsos  CoUktt,  Ta..  Nov.  ai,  1866. 
GenRaKH.  TIovt,  E<q. 

Dear  Sir,  —  Your  kinr]  letu^r  if  the  22d  instant  is  rercivcd. 
ex(vcdiii^lr  rigrcl  my  iniibillty  l^i  nlrtlic  yon  Klino  I'lhcr  achuowW);-'  " 
mom  fur  hII  your  effurts  Id  tay  behalf  ihao  that  whioh  comuBta  irivivtj 
in  words;  but  so  it  is.     May  GuJ  and  a  good  cunscii-noe  be  your 
coutinunl  rvwiiril.     I  nwlly  d«  nut  seo  what  yua  ran  do  f<ir  tnR  nnj 
fiirllicr.     [  ooiniiiend  my  iwtnr  fninily  t"  Ibe  kind  n'mnmbrance  of  nil 
friends,  but  I  writ  uiiil^retaud  thui  ihcy  arv  nut  the  only  |iour  Id  our 
world.     1  tmght  to  begin  to  kavt'uff  saying  "our  world."     I  hare  , 
bill  vory  liiile  idea  <*f  the  charges  mndo  npiinst  Mr,  Griswold,  as  I 
gi't  tu  see  but  little  uf  wliat  is  aHiwt-    I  am  very  snrry  fur  auy  wr> 
-  tliut  limy  hv  d-me  liiiii.  but  1  have  uu  inMus  of  cintradiciing  s 
thidg  that  may  be  mid,  not  knuwiug  what  b  luiiil,     t  eanout  ai 
hiiw  it  should  be  any  mora  diKhounnibb-  for  him  to  n-wive  ion 
eoiiipeii»MiioH  f"r  his  cipeows  and  sfT\ic«  than  for  Mr.  Cliiltua,  and  J 
I  am  D'X  aware  that  any  blame  la  attached  In  hiin  nn  that  *> 
am  Ki-llinK  more  Iftlers  ninstnutly  than  I  well  know  how  tu  answer.] 
My  kind  friends  appnar  to  have  very  wrong  idraS  of  my  eondltion,  i 
n^krds  Tpplyiog  to  all  the  kind  inimiiiuiilctiiiona  I  raceiro. 
Yuurftieud  in  trulli, 

JnuK  Brows.   I 


In  contrast  with  the  lettrr  of  tbe  gucxl  Quaker  womaii  of 
Khode  Island,  and  as  a  key  to  the  answer  made  liy  John 
Brown,  I  print  next  the  expustulatory,  not  to  say  I'h:iri-  J 
saical,  letter  of  his  aged  cotisin,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Heiiuui  Hum- 1 
p}irf>y.  of  western  Masaachusetts,  addiv»sed  to  the  mai 
in  hU  Virginia  pHaou. 
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Dr.  Humphvr.ij  to  Captain  Brown- 

^rTTsl'll^u^  Maks.,  Nov.  SO,  1859. 
Mr.  .Tohn  Hjhiwn. 

>[v  poiiH  WOUNDED  ASJ>  DOOMED  KiNSHAN,  —  1  should  lisve 
VwUm  WW  if  I  biul  kiiowu  wbai  to  Mf.  That  we  all 
drc|il^  fi*l  i'lt  yim  in  jour  pwseut  eitraonjinarj  cirauiOBtaiicm  yua 
vill  uiit  ili'ubi.  Must  g\aA\y  woulil  we  dy  tu  yiiQr  relieT,  if  tlie  mm- 
t«uco  under  nhiob  ;nil  lis  hud  not  put  ;uu  eutir«*lj  bejotid  llu>  rcuch 
of  ImpH.  All  we  can  do  is  to  pmy  for  you.  This  we  can  do;  ami  I 
am  sure  that  pmjer  ia  offered  without  roafiiug  for  you,  ihat  you  may 
be  prepared  fur  that  dealh  fnirn  which  I  tiiii  persuaded  riotliiug  short 
(if  a  miracle  would  save  you.  Oh,  thsl  we  hud  known  the  ainajiiug 
a  whii^h  waa  urging  you  on  to  <!ertiiiu  di'struntton  befors  it 
WHS  too  late!  ^e  should  have  felt  bound  tu  have  laid  hold  apna 
and  retained  you  by  violenri-,  if  nothing  short  wouli!  have  av^led. 
You  will  not  allow  us  to  iuti-rpotH'  the  plea  of  insanity  in  your  be- 
hulf ;  you  insist  thnt  you  were  never  wore  sane  in  your  life, — anA 
inde«d,  there  was  so  uiuch  "  method  in  your  madness,"  that  such  » 
plea  would  be  uf  no  avail.  I  do  not  intend  to  use  the  word  wwbwm 
rei>ruaohfiitly.  I  ain  bound  to  believe  thnt  you  were  as  ooRseirntiniia 
as  Saul  of  Tarsus  was  in  going  to  Damascus;  and  I  am  surv  it  wa« 
in  nu  infinitely  better  cause.  But  what  you  intended  was  au  iinputm- 
liilily;  and  all  your  friends  are  auiazed  thtil  you  did  not  see  it.  Thejr 
ean  never  believe  thut  if  you  had  been  John  BmwD  of  better  days,  — 
if  you  had  been  in  your  right  mind,  -^  yon  would  ever  have  plunged 
headlong,  as  you  did.  Into  the  lion's  den,  where  you  were  certain  to 
be  devoured.  Oh,  thul  ycm  would  have  been  held  back !  But,  altis ! 
these  are  unavailing  regrets;  ilistuolate;  itisdone.     The  sciiteuoe 

You  have  come  almost  to  the  foot  of  the  scaffold,  and  I  presnin« 
you  have  no  hope  of  esr^ape.  All  that  remains  is  to  prepiirc  for  the 
closing  scene  of  the  awful  Iragcdy,  Are  you  prepared  T  I'oii  Imve 
long  been  a  pro(i;saor  of  religion.  1  take  it  for  graiiteif  that  you  will 
DOW  auilouety  examine  yourself  whether  you  are  in  the  faith ;  whether 
you  are  a  true  child  uf  God,  and  pre|Hkred  to  die  aud  go  to  the  juilg- 
inciit.  I  do  not  believe  you  had  murder  In  your  heart  Your  object, 
as  you  say,  was  to  liberate  the  staves.  You  wanted  to  do  it  withunt 
killing  anybody.  It  is  astonishing  y<in  did  not  consider  that  it  ctraU 
Hot  be  done  without  wading  in  blmid.  The  time  has  not  roin».  It 
is  Dot  the  right  way,  aud  never  will  be.  It  is  right  to  pray,  **  O 
Lord,  how  longf "  but  not  to  run  before  and  take  tlie  aveD|pn^ 
RWorJ  into  our  own  bauds.  You  have  uoihing  more  to  do  In  this 
H'urld.     You  have  duw  w*u\i  VCie  ftui^m  ^iiVoM^who  himwd  for 
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jonr  preciniis  life.  It  bwxuntw  yon  prayerfully  to  inquire  how  fat 
you  will  bo  nnau-rrable  at  the  hur  cif  G<id  fur  the  MikhI  which  wub 
■hoi  at  Hsrper'e  Perry,  and  for  the  Cilo  of  Thnsn  whu  am  tf)  die  with 
you.  1  judge  yuu  uot;  but  there  is  One  that  jiidj^h,  with  whuni  i» 
mercy  And  {ili^uliful  firgiveneaa  to  nil  who  truly  repeul  aud  eaviugly 
believe  on  him  whose  bliiod  eli'UUH'th  fniiii  nil  sin.  Tliere  U  it  greul 
deul  tnorv  daoi^T  thnt  we  siiali  think  too  little  of  our  siua  than  ti 
tuueh.  The  time  is  now  to  ebon  thul  It  bc«oine*  ynu  V 
ini«tly  in  (intycr  and  iiieditation  orer  your  BibK  Oh,  how  preeicAi 
IB  every  hour  I  1  am  euro  yuu  will  welcome  any  piuuB  frivnd  o ' 
mny  i\eh  you  in  prisou ;  aud  I  hope  tliere  la  aouic  godly  roinister  ' 
who  may  eoine  to  you  with  his  vriiriiiefit  synipalMi-*  and  prayers. 
May  Gild  BUstaiu  y»u,  my  dyiug  frieud  !    Vain  it  the  help  i>f  ninn. 

Christ  can  Etand  by  you  aud  parry  you  through.  Other  help  lli«ra 
H  none.  Ob,  ibat  tliere  wns  n  |H«aibility  that  jcmr  life  might  b« 
Bjiared !  But,  no !  there  U  nothing  to  hung  a  hupr  on.  FnivwaU)  i 
my  woundeil  aud  condernDed  frieDil.  We  ehall  u<>i  uici>t  tigain  ia  J 
this  world.  Should  I  outlive  you,  it  will  uot  he  loug.  I  have  paaaeA  J 
my  fuurwore  ycar&r  We  imHt  that  nmuj  of  our  kiudreil  hav«  gai4  j 
t«  heaveo.  Oh,  may  we  be  prepared  to  inert,  and  to  inee 
tbtre,  wsHlied  lo  the  Redeeuiei's  blrxxl ! 

From  your  aOeettouate  and  deeply  affected  kiosman, 

11.  UUUPHBBZ.  ^ 

Captain  Brown  to  Rev.  Dr.  ITumphret/. 
rnAHLEsTow!!.  Ji:r»Eit»ti!(  CotfNTT,  V*.,  Nor.  35, 18SB. 
Rev.  Hkman  HmpHMET.  n.D. 

My  i>EAR  AND  HONORED  KtXBMAN,  — Your  very  Bnrmwflil,  hind, 
and  faithful  letter  of  the  2(>th  iottnnt  ie  now  before  me.  lareeptlt  — 
with  all  kindness.  T  have  honestly  mdeavnrcd  to  profit  b;  tbo  faiths  n 
ful  adyiee  it  eontaluB.  Indeed,  soeh  adviro  conld  Dover  eonia  amlM. 
Yoo  will  allow  me  to  say  that  I  deeply  Bymiuitliue  with  you  and  all 
my  Romiwing  frieuila  iu  their  grief  aud  lerrthle  murtittitatirju.  I  frel 
ten  liruee  more*  afHIeted  no  their  arroant  lluin  oa  neouunt  of  my  own 
eircometnnceB.  BiiJ  I  ronsl  nay  thai  I  era  neititor  eonarioua  of  be- 
ing " infatuated "  nor  "  uiad."  Yoa  nill  doubtlow  agrwr  wjtli  m«  )i 
this,  —  ibat  Uf itlier  impriaonment,  iroua,  nnr  the  galluwa  falllo;  U 
one's  lot  tire  of  themBclvea  evtdeneo  of  dtW  guilt,  "  ti ' 
or  TnailuceB." 

I  diaeuver  that  yon  labor  niider  a  mistaken  imprmsion  i 
Impurtant  Eiots,  which  my  peculiar  eireuiiHUnev*  will  in  all  pen 
bility  prrvent  the  powibilily  uf  my  removing  j  and  1  do  not  prop 
lo  take  up  any  argunieul  lo  prove  thai  any  million  or  aot  of  u 
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4s  right.  But  I  will  here  slate  that  I  know  it  tu  be  wholly  my  own 
fault  BS  a  leader  that  faused  oiit  disaster.  Of  Ihuyon  have  no  }inip«r 
means  of  judging,  Diit  heiug  on  the  f^und,  or  n  pmciiotl  soldier.  I 
will  iiiily  add,  thiit  it  was  in  yielding  lo  my  feelings  of  hiimHnity 
(if  1  evt>r  exei'cieed  such  a  feeling),  in  leaviug  my  pniper  ]iIaD(>  and 
iriingling  with  my  prisiiuors  lo  quiet  their  feiirB,  thnt  ixvaWDiied  our 
lieing  catight,  I  Grmly  hetieve  that  Gnd  ri'igns,  and  that  he  over- 
rules all  things  In  the  be.it  jKisgihle  mauner;  and  in  that  view  of  the 
sulijecl  I  try  to  be  in  some  degree  reconciled  to  my  own  wenkneHsra 
iind  follies  even. 

If  you  were  here  on  fhe  spot,  and  could  be  with  me  by  day  and  hy 
night,  and  know  the  facts  and  how  my  time  is  spent  here,  1  tliiuk 
you  would  find  iimeh  to  reconcile  your  owu  mind  to  the  igiiorninioos 
death  1  am  iihoui  to  suffer,  and  to  mitig-.tie  your  sorrow.  1  ku,  to 
say  the  least,  (|uite  cheerful.  "  He  shall  begin  to  deliver  Israel  out 
of  the  hand  of  the  Philislines."  This  was  snid  of  ii  jhwt  erriug  ser- 
vant many  ynars  ago;  and  for  many  yean  I  have  felt  a.  ilrung  im- 
preestiin  that  God  had  given  me  jMiwers  and  faculiiee,  unwonhy  aa 
I  WHS,  that  he  intended  to  nse  for  a  similar  pDrpoae.  This  moU 
fknmerited  honor  Ho  has  seen  tit  to  bestow ;  and  whether,  like  th« 
same  poi,r  frail  tnnn  tii  whom  I  allude,  my  death  may  nut  be  of  vastly 
more  value  than  my  life  is,  I  think  ([uite  beyond  all  human  foresight. 
I  reully  have  strong  hopes  that  notwithstanding  all  my  many  sins,  I 
too  may  yet  die  "  in  faith." 

If  you  do  not  believe  I  had  a  murderous  int<*ntion  (while  I  kmne  I 
had  not),  why  (trieve  so  terribly  (fn  myaccountf  The  scaffold  hna 
but  few  terrors  for  ine.  Gnd  has  ofl^i  covered  my  head  in  the  day 
of  battle,  and  granted  me  many  times  deliverances  that  were  nluioM 
on  miraoulou.i  that  1  can  scarce  realise  their  truth ;  and  now,  when 
it  seems  quite  certain  that  he  intends  tu  use  me  iu  a  dilleront  way, 
shiill  I  not  most  cheerfully  gof  I  may  be  deceived,  but  I  huinhly 
trust  that  lie  will  not  foiyake  me  "  till  1  have  shuVed  his  liivor  iv 
this  generation  and  his  sircngth  to  ('very  one  that  is  to  come."'  Yoiir 
letter  is  most  faithfully  and  kindly  written,  und  I  mean  to  profit  hy 
if.  I  am  certainly  quite  grateful  f.r  it.  I  feel  that  a  great  resp«iusi- 
hilily  Tenia  iipm  me  as  regards  ihe  lives  of  Uiose  who  have  fidlen  and 
may  yet  Inll.  I  most  in  that  view  east  myself  on  tlie  mre  of  Him 
'■  whose  mercy  endureth  foniver,"  If  the  cause  in  which  1  engaged 
in  any  poeaiiile  degree  a|>pruximnted  to  bo  "infinitfly  better"  ihau 
the  one  whiuh  Saul  of  Tarsus  undertook,  I  have  no  reasoii  tu  ho 
ashnmed  of  it ;  and  indeed  1  cannot  now,  af^er  more  than  a  inui 
(i>r  reflection,  tind  in  my  heart  (beKire  O-ud  iu  wliase'preMH 
expect  to  stand  within  another  week)  any  oause  for  s' 
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I  got  s  loD^  and  ini«t  kind  letter  fWim  ynur  piire-Ii«irt«i  brother  I 
Ltither,  to  which  1  rciilir^ii  jil  eonip  length.  The  Btntcinnnt  that  J 
ieetns  tu  be  going  nrtinmi  lu  the  ncwti)iii]>crs  thai  I  tuld  Govrrnnr  I 
Wise  ihirt  1  eaniB  uu  Ihti  Hi  Btifk  revenge  for  tlie  wron(;8  of  either  I 
myself  or  ray  fiiinilj,  U  ntifrly  fiiliMi.  I  nevtir  intended  to  convey  I 
Bach  no  idea,  and  [  idi^ns  Qnd  that  I  ntp  able  cvrn  now  to  wij  that  E  J 
hnvc  nov(T  yot  hurlxirwl  •ndi  u  fwHng.  See  testimony  «t  wilaeuec  J 
who  wore  with  ino  while  1  hiul  one  sun  lying  dead  by  my  eide,  and  I 
anollier  mortally  woDiidint  and  dying  on  my  utliet  aide,  t  do  Dot  4 
Iwlicve  thnt  Uuveroor  Wim'  B'>  niidentuud,  and  1  think  he  ought  td  f 
corrccl  that  iin|irea»iin.  The  inipressiiin  that  we  inteudcd  a  general  \ 
iQHiirrccIiun  u  eqnatly  untrue. 

Now,  my  much  h<'liived  and  much  rexpee(«d  kinBinau,  farewell.  I 
May  the  God  of  our  fathers  save  sud  ubuudnlitly  bletta  yuu  mid  yin 

Juh:<  IIrOWM.  J 

The  following  is  an  estmct  from  the  last  letter  received 
by  Mi-s.  Urown  liefore  she  started  to  go  to  Chailestown, 
bearing  date  Charlestown.  Jefferson  County,  Va.,  Nov,  26, 
IRSg,  in  which,  after  referriiig  to  his  wife'a  being  under 
Mrs.  Mott's  toof,  be  proceeds  to  say  .*  — 

...  I  remember  the  faithful  old  Indy  well,  but  presnme  she  has 
no  rwidlecti-in  of  inc.     I  i>nrc  get  inywlf  Ut  (ippose  B  mob  at  B-MoD, 
where  ulie  wax,     Aft'T  I  Interfered/  the  jhiDmi  immediately  tiH>k  up  J 
tlie  matter,  and  kooq  put  a  sl'ip  to  iii'ib  (iroeeedniga.     Tlie  meeting  I 
wiu),  I  think,  in  Marlboni  Street  Cburoh,  or  Hotel,  tfrhnps.    I  ai 
gind  Ui  have  you  make  llie  acqualntnnee  of  Bueh  old  pjiionm  in  tt 
Miise.     I  have  jaat  remived  thim  Mr.  John  Jay,  of  New  Vork,  ii4 
draft  for  fifty  dotiare  fur  the  benefit  of  my  family,  and  will  eueli« 
miule  payable  In  your  order.     I  have  oIm  ftftMin  d'lllara  iti  tend  la  J 
our  erippled  and  deetitate  UDmnrri(<d  ivm.     When  I  eao  1  intend  I 
to  ietiJ  yon,  by  expn«e,  two  or  tbtfe  little  aniclca  to  carry  hnm«;4 
Shiinid  you  happen  in  meet  with  Mr.  Jay,  say  to  him  that  you  fiiUf  •! 
aiijiremie  hta  great  kindnew  both  tu  me  aud  my  fiimity.     Q<id  bleaa  fl 
all  BUrh  friends  1     It  bi  out  of  my  power  to  reply  to  all  the  kind  a: 
eueourBKing  letters  I  gvt'  1  wish  I  eould  do  an.     I  have  bcvnaal 
moeli  tvlii-vetl  from  my  lamenrsn  fnr  the  Iiiel  three  nr  fiiUT  day*  ta 
be  able  to  sit  up  tu  read  and  write  pretty  tnueh  all  AHy,  as  well  atfl 
pari  iif  the  night  i  and  1  do  aawire  yuu  and  all  uther  (KeiuU  that  la 
em  ijuile  busy,  and  none  the  less  happy  on  (hat  ooeount.     The  ttinCH 
pnsw'a  cgiiitf  pleauntly,  and  the  nmr  a|i|troaeh  nf  my  great  ohangc  i>  j 
not  the  oeeaai'm  i-f  any  parrienbir  drmd. 
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I  triiHt  that  Gild,  whn  Ima  sustiiintMl  m«  »i  long,  will  nnt  funHk« 
IDC  whrn  I  innst  teA  u\y  nwd  of  Fntberly  aid  nnd  ^uppnit.  Should 
he  hiiio  his  face,  my  Bjririi  will  druop  nnd  die ;  but  oct  uthcrwiae,  be 
assured.  M;  only  anxift^r  is  to  be  properly  assured  <if  my  fiinegs  fur 
the  txunpuoy  of  thnse  who  are  "  wasbed  from  all  filtlilaeBs,"  and  fur 
the  presence  t.f  Him  whi>  is  infinitely  pure.  I  certainly  think  I  do 
have  Mine  "  huugvr  and  thirst  Hfter  righteousuesa."  If  it  he  nnly 
genuine,  I  inuke  mi  doubt  I  "shall  be  filled."  Please  let  all  our 
friends  rewd  my  letters  when  you  can ;  and  ask  them  In  ncwpt  uf  It 
as  in  pan  for  thera,  I  am  iDclined  tu  think  you  will  uut  be  likely  to 
succeed  well  ubout  getting  awnj  the  brMties  uF  your  family  :  but 
shnuld  that  be  so,  <l"  not  let  that  grieve  you.  It  mn  make  liut  little 
difforeuoi  what  ia  dune  with  them. 

You  can  well  retneuibcr  the  changes  you  have  [laesed  through. 
Life  ia  made  np  of  ii  series  of  changes,  and  let  uh  try  to  meet  tbtrm 
ill  the  best  maouer  puesiblo.  You  will  not  wish  to  iimke  yourself 
and  children  any  more  burdensome  lo  friends  than  you  are  really 
oumpelled  t<i  do.     I  would  not. 

1  will  close  tbig  by  saying  that  if  Jon  now  fi-td  that  yoa  are  equal 
to  the  uudertakinu:,  do  exnctly  rs  you  feel  disp-iscd  to  d<t  about  enm- 
ing  to  see  mo  before  1  suffer.     I  am  entirely  willing. 
Your  affe(^tiouat«  husband, 

JoHK  Brown. 

CHAHtESTOWN,  jErPERSON  COUSTY,  Va.,   NoV.  27,  1S69. 

Thaodkl-s  Hvatt.  Esij. 

Mr  DEAR  Sir,  —  Your  very  a««eptable  letter  of  the  S4lh  instant 
has  just  lieen  hatnled  lo  me.  I  am  certainly  most  obliged  l«  you  for 
it,  and  fur  all  your  efforts  in  liehalf  of  my  ^inily  and  mysrlf  I  t-»n 
form  DO  idea  iif  the  obj'eclions  lo  yoiir  mode  of  operating  in  their  b^ 
half,  to  which  my  friend  Dr.  Webb  refers;  and  I  soppiwe  ii  ia  now 
tiHi  lale  for  any  explanations  from  him  that  would  enligliten  me.  It 
(your  effort)  at  any  rate  iwkea  from  my  mind  the  grwitest  burden  I 
have  felt  since  my  Imprisonment,  —  to  feel  aaaiired  that  in  sntnc  way 
my  shattered  lyid  broken-honrted  wife  sad  eliildren  would  bo  so  fiu- 
rclieved  ns  to  save  them  from  great  physical  auflferlng.  Others  may 
have  devised  a  better  way  of  doing  it.  I  had  no  advior  in  regard  to 
it,  and  felt  very  grateful  to  know,  white  I  was  yet  living,  <if  nlmnst 
any  aclive  ineHsiirn  being  taken.  I  bo|>o  no  offence  is  tiiken  at  ycur- 
seir  or  me  in  the  miiiier.  I  am  beginning  lo  familiarize  my  mind 
wilh  new  iind  very  different  Scenes.  Am  very  yhctrfiil  Paivwel], 
my  fri-».t. 
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To  Mist  Stems,  of  Springfi^. 

Cn*raEsTow>-,  Jeffehkon  CouNrr,  Va.,  Sov.  2",  1859. 
Mr  DEAB  Miss  Sterns,  —  Yimr  most  kinH  and  cheeriug  IcHer  of 
the  IStli  instant  is  reccivi'd.  Altlmugh  I  have  not  been  At  »I1  luw- 
spiriteil  or  cASt  down  in  feeling  since  liciDg  iiiiprUoneil  and  antkr 
eenlenw  (*hieh  i  am  fully  awaiv  is  soon  to  be  mrrietl  onl),  t 
eeedinglf  grBtifjing  to  learn  from  friends  tlint  there  nre  not  tViUiting^J 
in  this  (^nneration  Boine  to  sfinpnthixe  with  me  and  appreciate  u 
motive,  even  nuw  that  I  atn  whipped.  Succoss  ia  in  general  Iha  1 
Muudiird  of  all  merit.  I  have  passed  inj  lime  beri>  ignite  cheerfully  ; 
■till  trusting  that  neither  my  life  nor  my  death  will  pnrve  a  tutal  loss. 
As  regards  both,  however,  1  am  liable  to  mistake.  It  affords  ma 
some  satisfaction  lo  feel  oonaeiuus  of  having  nt  least  tried  to  better 
the  condition  of  those  wtw  «re  nlwiiys  on  the  imder-hill  side,  and  ai 
in  hopes  of  being  able  to  meet  the  ronsei] nonces  without  a  mnrmui 
I  am  ctideiivoring  to  get  i^ndy  for  another  fielil  of  avtiou,  wlierc  n 
defeat  befalU  llie  truly  brave.  That  "  God  roigna,"  iitid  most  wisely, 
and  contruls  all  events,  might,  it  would  seem,  re(!om!ile  those  who 
believe  it  tti  much  that  appears  to  be  very  disastrous.  I  am  one  who 
has  tried  to  believe  that,  and  still  keep  trying.  Those  who  die 
fiir  the  truth  may  prove  to  be  coumgeons  at  bist;  so  1  eoutinue 
"  hoping  on,"  till  I  shall  find  that  the  tnith  mbst  finally  iircvaiL 
I  du  not  feel  iu  the  Icnst  degree  despondent  or  degntdetl  by  my  dr- 
enniBtnnces;  and  I  entreat  my  friends  not  bi  grieve  on  my  account. 
You  will  please  excuse  a  very  pour  aud  short  letter,  as  1  get  u 
than  1  ran  puseihiy  answer.  I  send  my  best  wishes  lu  yuar  hind  ] 
mother,  aud  to  all  the  family,  and  to  all  the  true  friends  of  humanity. 
And  now.  dear  friends,  God  be  with  you  all,  and  ever  guide  and 
bli-«s  you  !  Yuur  friend, 

JoHS  Brown. 

To  hit  sisters  Mary  and  Martha, 

Chahlestown,  JErpFBBOs  CocKTr.  Va,, 
Nov.  27,  186U  tSablntth). 
Mr  DEARLY  BELOVED  sifiTEEB  Mart  A.  AMD  Mabtua,  —  I  am  ^ 
obliged  to  occupy  a  part  of  what  is  probably  my  last  Sabbath  oD    ' 
earth  in  answering  the  very  kind  and  omfiirting   letlsn   of  sister    ' 
Uaua  and  son  of  the  23d  inst.,  or  I  uiiist  fail  to  do  so  at  all     I  do 
not  think   it  any  virdation  of  the  dny  that  God  made  for  u 
Nothing  ciiuld  be  more  grateful  to  my  feelings  than  tu  learn  that  y< 
do  not  feel  dreadfully  mortifieii.  and  even  disttrHciil,  on  atvnui 
yimr  relntion  to  one  who   is  tii  die  tm  the  sntffolil.     I  hav»  P 
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salfL-retl  more,  hy  t«uf<ild,  einM  lu;  onnBnetnent  here,  cm  MMMunt  et 
whkl  I  Teareil  woulil  b«  the  terrible  fePliii^  of  mj  kimlrwl  un  my 
aMoaoI,  tbna  bmxi  all  uUier  chums.  I  nm  inoM  giad  tii  Imni  {mtn 
Jim  that  my  fear«  i-n  yuur  uwn  nccnuut  were  ill  riHiiided.  I  was 
nfriiiil  tLal  a  littlr  seeintng  present  pm»porily  iiiSghl  li&ve  iMrrEMl  juu 
iiwiiy  fniin  reaUiieA,  so  ilia;  ''the  ^lluur  tliar  euinotli  frmn  men" 
might  lt>it(l  you  iu  soui«  iiieanun)  lii  uuJervnlue  tliut  which  "■.■oincth 
fi-i>iii  Ood."  1  Mesa  Gt^t,  whu  lias  most  abundMitly  eiijipiirtnl  hdJ 
Oinforled  tue  all  along,  to  find  you  are  not  ensnared.  Dr.  Heniui 
Mut[i)flin>y  has  just  eont  mo  a  most  diilcfut  luinctitiLtUtn  over  uiy 
"  iiifiituation  HDd  madnusH"  (very  hiaJly  pxprcstied),  in  which,  I 
miiniit  doubt,  he  has  ^ven  exptvasiuii  to  the  extreme  gri«f  of  oihen 
(if  niir  kindred.  I  \mye  cndiuivorcvl  to  aiiswer  him  kiudly  ulfu,  ami 
Ht  Om  tnind  time  Iu  deal  faithfully  Willi  luy  old  friend.  I  ihink  1 
will  M'lid  you  hia  letter;  nod  if  yuu  deciu  it  worth  the  trouble,  yon 
will  probably  gel  my  tt'ply,  or  a  eopj  of  it-  Suffice  it  fur  me  l<i  Bay, 
"  None  of  Ihow  things  inovo  me."  Luih^r  llumplirey  wrute  me  a 
very  eumf<irtiiig  letter. 

There  are  things,  dear  Biaters,  that  God  hides  even  fruni  the  wiae 
and  prudent.  1  feel  ustontslied  tliut  one  so  exrccdiugly  vile  and  un- 
worthy as  I  am  should  even  be  suffered  to  hiiTe  a  place  anyhow  or 
anywhere  among  the  very  least  of  all  who,  when  they  noma  to  die 
(as  all  must),  were  permitted  to  pay  the  debt  of  nature  in  defence  of 
the  right  and  of  God's  eternal  and  immutable  truth.  Oh,  my  dear 
fricnibi,  can  you  believe  it  possible  thikt  the  Eicaffold  has  no  terrors 
for  your  own  jtour  old  unworthy  brother^  I  thunk  God,  through 
JesuB  Christ  my  Lord,  it  is  even  so.  I  am  now  shedding  tears,  but 
they  are  no  longer  tears  of  grief  or  sorrow,  1  trust  I  have  nearly 
doui^  with  thiise.  I  am  weeping  for  joy  and  gratitude  that  I  can  in 
no  other  way  express.  1  get  many  very  kind  and  comforting  Ictten 
that  I  cannot  possibly  reply  lo ;  wish  I  had  time  and  strength  to 
answer  all.  I  am  obliged  to  aak  those  to  whom  1  do  write  to  let 
friends  read  what  1  send  as  inueh  as  they  well  ean.  Do  write  my 
deeply  afHieicd  and  affectionnle  wife.  It  will  greatly  comfort  her  to 
have  you  write  her  freely.  She  has  borne  up  manfully  under  aocuniu- 
lated  griefs.  She  will  be  most  glad  to  know  that  she  has  not  been 
entirely  forgotten  by  my  kindred.  Say  to  all  my  fiiends  that  I 
am  waiting  cheerfully  and  patiently  the  days  of  my  appi^iited  time  ; 
fully  Iwlieving  that  fiir  me  now  to  die  will  be  to  me  an  infinite  pain 
■nd  of  untold  benefit  to  the  cause  we  love.  Wherefore,  "  be  of  pood 
cheer,"  and  "  let  not  your  hearts  be  troubled."  "  To  him  that  over- 
eometh  will  T  grant  to  sit  with  me  in  my  throne,  even  as  I  also  over- 
came and  am  set  down  with  my  Father  in  his  thn)ne.''  I  wish  inv 
friends  (lould  know  but  a  little  of  the  rare  tipportunilies  I  now  get  for 
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kind  linil  Tnithfut  Ubut  iu  Ooil'a  tsauM.    I  hope  they  kave  not  been 
tutin-ly  I'st. 

Nciir,  deftr  frknilA,  I  have  duiii>.     May  the  Gvd  iif  penoe  bring 
IS  uU  ngain  from  the  dead  I 

Your  afloctionnte  brother, 

Jims  Brown,    ' 


CUABLESTOWN,  Jr.rFBWION  CofUTT,  V*., 

UuDdiiy,  SuT.  sa,  issa. 

I.  D.  B.  TiLSEM. 

It  DEAR  Siu,  —  YouT  iDoHt  kiud  and  wmfortiDg  leitpr  of  the  23d 
inst.  i*  Tceelred.  I  have  no  luogiiiige  va  vxprpM  tbc  feelings  of  grat> 
ilLide  and  aliligation  I  am  under  fi>r  your  kind  jatereat  in  my  b«half 

'  eince  my  di»ast«r.     Tho  great  bulk  of  mrin|tind  estiinnto  CAch 
other's  oetions  and  Diulires  by  the  luoaauro  (if  success  or  Otherwise    , 
that  Hl(«itil«  tbein  thmugb  life.     By  that  rule,  I  have  been  cme  of  I 
tho  wurat  and  one  at  the  beat  of  mea.     I  do  Dul  claim  to  have  been  f 
one  uf  the  Utter,  and  I  leave  it  to  an  impurlijil  tribunal  to  dccida  J 
whether  the  world  has  been  the  worao  or  the   better  fur  my  living  1 
and  dying  iu  it.     My  preaeut  great  anxiety  is  to  get  m  near  in  nadi-  ] 
ncaa  for  a  dlflcn-nt  Buld  of  actinD  as  I  well  qiu,  eluce  being  ii 
giMHl  ineAsiire  relieved  fmin  the  fear  that  my  pour  broken- hearted  I 
wife  And  ehildron  wimld  mme  to  iimDediate  want.     May  God  reward  I 
a  thoufuindfiild  »ll  the  kind  efforts  made  in  their  behalf!     1  hat-e  en-  J 
joyed  romarkublo  oheerfulneM  and  cumpceure  of  iiiiud  ever  cini 
oinfinoinent ;   nnil  it  is  u  groat  oiuibirt  Ui  fuel  assured  that  I  niti  per* 
iliitted  to  die  fur  a  eaiise,  —  not  inerely  to  pay  the  debt  of  nnlum,  aa 
iitl  mutt.     I  feel  iiiyoelf  to  bo  inoel  iinwunliy  of  so  grriit  distiDetinii, 
The  jiariienlar  manner  of  dying  asitigneil  to  me  gives  mo  hut  very  I 
little  nneAoinesa.     I  wish  I  hod  the  time  and  the  ability  to  give  you,  f 
my  dear  friend,  some  Ultln  idea  »f  what  is  daily,  and  1  might  ahnnft  I 
any  hourly,  jMSsing  within   my  priai>u  wall* ;  and  eould  my  fiienita  ' 

I  but  wifnets  only  a  few  of  these  se«ues,  Jn»t  as  they  ocenr,  1  think  1 
they  would   frel  very  woll  reoineih'd  t.i  my  being  hew.  just  whnt  I   I 
am,  and  just  as  I  am.     My  wh'de  life  In-ftire  bad  not  aS'iirdi'd  mn  nn*  1 
half  (he  opportunity  t"  plead  for  the  right.    In  thin,  also,  I  Hnd  rniteh  j 
III  reeooeile  mo   to  buth   my  present  eondition   and  my  imme^int 
pniepi-el.     I  may  be  very  inaane ;  nnd  1  am  sii.  if  insane  at  all.     Bu 
ifihat  ho  so.  iiiMntty  is  like  a  very  pleasant  dream  to  me.     I  am  un 
in  the  least  di^ree  eouacions  uf  my  mvingii,  of  my  feani,  or  <if  any    | 
terrible  visions  whatever ;   but  faney  myself  iMitirely  eitmpuspd,  and 
that  my  sleep,  in  panlralar,  is  as  sweet  as  that  of  a  healthy,  jny 
little  infant.     I  pray  Or<d  that  he  will  grant  me  a  ointinuane*  n| 
the  aam*  calm  but  delightful  ilnam,  vnlil  I  eonM  to  knuW  of  ihoM  ^ 
■     .. 
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rL-Hllti(«  which  njM  have  not  ann  nnd  whieb  Mra  hmire  oat  heanL 
I  have  tnnti  rvaliz^d  that  I  (tin  iu  prisoD  or  in  irons  al  alL  I  em- 
Uiinly  think  ■!  wi»»  never  mnrp  cheerful  in  my  life. 

I  intend  to  Like  thn  lilH'riy  nf  Minding  hy  exprfse  to  yuur  am 
mm,'  trifling  articlog  fnt  th.isn  «f  tny  fiiniily  who  insy  be  in  Ohio, 
which  yna  can  hand  Ui  my  bmtUer  JerciniHli  whnn  you  may  bpc  him, 
ti'celher  with  fift<*n  ddllars  I  hsvp  asked  him  n>  HdvuoFo  ti>  ihcm. 
I'leiise  exou»e  me  no  uftcn  truubltiig  you  with  my  letters  or  Auy  of 
my  ma^tten.  Please  aUo  reinemUir  me  must  kindly  to  Mr.  GriswoU, 
aiii!  to  all  othera  who  love  their  neighbors.  I  write  Jeretoiah  to 
your  ctire.  Tour  friend  iu  truth, 

JoON  Bkowx. 

To  Various  Friend*. 
CnAHLKSTowN,  Jkcfmiscis  CiirKTV,  Va.,  Nov.  29,  1859, 

Mv  DEAR  Covenanter  [Rev.  A,  M.  Milligan],  —  Notwithstand- 
ing I  now  get  diiily  more  than  three  times  the  number  of  kind  k-ltera 
I  can  possibly  answer,  I  cannot  deny  mynelf  the  Balisfurtion  of  say- 
ing a  few  words  to  a  stnitigcr,  whose  feelings  and  whose  ju<lf;ineal 
sii  nearly  coincide  with  my  own.  No  letter,  of  a  grent  number  I 
have  grit  tti  chcnr,  encourage,  and  advise  me,  has  given  more  heart- 
warming BatisKiMion  <ir  better  connsel  than  your  own.  I  hope  to 
pnifit  by  it ;  nnd  I  am  greatly  obliged  for  this  your  visit  to  my  ■ 
prison.  It  really  seemed  to  impart  new  strength  to  ray  soul,  uotirith- 
Blanding  I  was  very  cheerful  before.  I  tnist,  dear  hrollier,  that  God, 
in  intlnito  gniee  and  inerey  for  Christ's  snke,  will  neither  leave  me 
nor  forsake  tne  till  I  "  have  showed  His  power  to  this  generjitiou, 
and  his  strength  to  every  one  that  is  to  come."  I  would  must  yladly 
commune  further  as  we  jiiumey  on  ;  but  I  am  so  near  the  chise  of 
mine  that  I  must  break  olT,  however  reluctant. 

Farewell,  ujy  faithful  brother  in  Christ  Jesus !     Farewell ! 

Your  friend,  JoK^'  Brows. 

Charlestown,  Jeffbrson  County,  Va.,  Nov.  29,  1S59. 
Hiis.  Georob  L.  Stf.abns,  Boston,  Mnss. 

My  dear  Friend,  —  No  letter  I  haverecdved  since  my  imprison- 
ment here  has  given  ine  m()re  satisfaction  or  comfort  than  yours 
of  the  8th  instant.  1  am  quite  cheerful,  and  vraa  never  more  happy. 
Hhvs  only  time  to  write  a  word.  May  Giwl  forever  reward  you  aiul 
all  youra  !  My  hivo  tii  all  who  love  their  neighbors.  I  have  nsked 
to  be  spareil  from  having  any  weak  or  hypocritical  prayere  made 
over  me  when  I  am  publicly  murdered,  and  that  my  only  religitms 


I 
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■ttondiuits  b«  poor  lilTlo  ■tirtj',  raggi-d,  Wrclii^niliNl,  uuj  bun'fofitMl 
slire  boya  nnd  girb.  Ii"!  by  Bome  uld  gray-heiiit^  slavu  inotlier. 
FarcwcU  1     Fnniwell  1 

Your  friend,  John  Urowx.    , 


Thifl  is  the  copy  of  a  letter  that  Mrs.  Brown  brought  from 
I  Virginia,  and  sent  to  Mrs.  Stearns,  in  a  Bible. 

Charlutuwk,  Jf.fI'ekbo.'^  Coijktt  Pbwon,  V^.,  Kov.  29,  1859. 

J.  Q.  ANDBBSOK.  Ii:sg.  I 

My  REAtt  Siu,  —  Your  luller  of  tlie  S3J  inamm  is  mwived  :  but   ' 
imtintlisUDiUug  it  WDuld  ttHitrA  me  the  iiliuc«t  jileiuiiru  to  nnswirr 
it  at  length,  il  ia  imt  iu  my  puwer  lo  write  ycm  but  n  fitw  wiirda, 

Jcremiiih  G,  Audcreiin  vrM  tigfaling  bravely  by  my  side  Rt  Harper*! 

Ferry  up  tu  thu  mumeut  H'ljeo  I  fell  Wuunded,  nnd  I  tix>k  no  further    I 
liiitiec  of  what  pussitl  for  a  little  time.'     I  have  ninoe  been  told  that  | 

•  At  thi«  point  m^y  bu  tntroducei!  the  letter  of  *n  eyr-vllniiM  of  wlut   | 
fci|>pvii(Hl  during  tlii«  "  liltlo  tinif,"  wheu  tlit  ln'ro  bad  anooii"!  rr>in  lost 
«r  IiIchhI  nnd  lain,  nnd  wa>  t>cllove<l  to  be  dnd.     )ilr,  Tiylout«.  ■  South 
CkKilieian,  wrota  tba>  to  John  HruwD,  Jr.,  hU  frmn  *go-.~ 

8M  BtwnwAT.  Stw  Tuai,  Jan*  O,  laT* 

U»>  KiK,-Du(jt(nkiMln  a»tr*tt  V*trfX  ila  Uta»  "I  fht  nid  In  tU»(t  BU  1 
Uun  coDBPi^tvl  wlUi  Ihi  n<UlniuM  Pno),  uul  bf  rhanrt  t  hu  Imtictit  lulo  rlow  (Kf  J 
•nnal  FonUrt  oltli  both  rnur  hthar  w"l  fwir  limth«r  H'at>ud.  An«r  lb*  mwilt  1  I 
uclolnl  jnm  lUlwrto  Has.  ■>  he  •luiiilileJ  ninrnnl  mil  <it  Uw  Iiliturlc  nH(lii»-lH-iu* ;  1 
«art  wualil'  taaJiuluiaUr  loyou  lirolheT,JiHl  Isfinn  hailUJ,  •nne  phyiloln  ~ 
Which  wm  m*  <>M  UiwlK  Hn)>M|iwBt  U>  U»  aptun  of  llii  Mrtr.  I  (cmn] 
OipWH  J  B.  a  aiHUt  Mri  th*  baltilJna  h<  oHNnuwlBl  to  Uh  Kmn^T  fU" 
itauv,  b^  wiuth«T  ttnnp  eh«nait  1  faiih  tutu  pn— ■!<«  nf  «  uqnilwr  of  paiflTv  li 
ll«  U  ynnr  C*'^"'  Thaa  1  (funiuili  Jdlnnd  U  Oonniai  VU^  Upm  hli  rN|Ut>ilMB  ;  I 
tiu  Uwn  rst  mu*IM  In  xif  [nimilwi  ui  old  mMlfuM  laUnr-wHtur  ablcJi  1)*lDnaMl  la  I 
ymXT  kllwr.  In  thli  an  novuml  btun,  m  til  hindvtlUiqc.  mlllM  "aenbD't  MIk  I 
tnkn,"  ■ntUn,  (ppuMiUjr.  f"t  Ira^f"'"!.  wid  wUtraBd  "  To  thi  Hdltat  of  " 
~  ~    ~  ■ntlrksl  •ninmliut  up,  nUlBl  In  lh>  Snl  iMtwn.  si 

BOB  Is  tlif  calnivd  iKnflC'     Thli  bonti.  ti>|it)irr  W 
■ii4  whIW  rbtvli  blanhal.  ■  tilln,  ]il*ti>l,  and  iilli*,— 
»hli!h 


carpil-line,  ■  nd  ai 


IbU  Inale  athlr.  Two  ur  lUrit  run  to  I  r»il  lu  inw 
Vilathi  if  lili  nnr*  ton  th*  fnrr,  awl  waa  tnlndail  i 
itrt  lit  th*  caiitun  and  IU  IneliUuia,  but  Uia  inaoT  il* 

1  am  a  Dniiih  (kmllnlaB.  and  at  tli*  lln*  of  tli>  n 
Ihi  pnllKol  la^wlku  uf  iiu»lal>i  IhI  lb«  ■(••wilty 
*»tj  uhloh  r""  •**•■«  and  bU  fulluwan  Uwg  man 
ImadXt.    It  U  iiuiMiibl*  nnt  to  mi  naptvit  fiir  m-ii  wl 

_  -,-.      .  llufWH     - 

1^  tblM  (thu  na  at  abnat 
'/ounh  (ur  lUni  oulof  a  — — 

^kp>,  — oln^alany  tn 
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he  wita  inortAlly  wouiiJod  til  llic  imue  ni-mit  ut,  atid  died  in  n  short* 
time  sfierwanlfi.  I  Wieve  tluH  iDforuiktUiu  i»  correct ;  but  I  liuve 
DU  niesDB  of  knowing  bum  bti;  acfiUHinbiiiWB,  Dot  Wiuf;  allovrtMl  io- 
t^rrouree  with  other  prisiinera,  except  oue.  The  briiip  is  true  hs  lo 
ihe  iluath  uf  one  of  my  own  siiiis.  I  have  no  doubt  but  biith  aiv 
diiai.  Yuur  friend,  JoUM  Bbown, 

CilARLBBTOWN,  JkFFKRSON  ComjTT,  V*.,  SoT.   2»,   JS5B. 

S.  E.  SKWAt^  Zsti.,  OoatoD. 

My  deab  Sill,  —  Your  most  kiiid  letter  of  the  24th  institiit  ia  re- 
wived.  It  diM!]i  iiidit-d  give  me  "  jileasure"  and  ihogretiteat  etioour- 
agernpnt  to  know  of  nag  efforts  that  have  been  luitde  iu  behalf  of  my 
puor  nnd  ilcrply  nfflieled  family.  It  tal(eB  from  inj  uiind  the  grcntr&t 
cause  uf  eaduow  I  have  ex|)erieni*d  during  my  iiiiprisonioeut  hern. 
I  fi-et  quite  cheerful,  aud  ready  lo  die.  I  can  only  lay,  for  traut  of 
time,  Miiy  the  God  of  the  opprcssi'd  and  the  pour  in  great  mercy 
reiru'inber  nil  lluisi'  In  whom  we  iirc  bii  dci-jily  indebted  '. 

Farewell  I  Yuur  ftiend,  Joas  Browm. 

CHARLeaTOWN,  Va.,  Not.  30,  185B. 
Dr.  Thos.  H.  Wbbb,  Boalon." 

My  hear  Sir,  —  I  would  miwt  gladly  oumply  with  your  request 
most  kindly  made  in  your  letter  of  the  26th  inst.,  but  it  came  too 
late.     It  ia  out  of  my  power.     Farewell ;  God  blera  yon  I 

Your  friend,  Johk  Bbowh. 

IntuiH  •ufftrlng  ■bkli  he  muat  hire  codiirrd,  Ra  «■*  reiy  oilm.  and  of  ■  tone  nnd 
luak  vFry  Kiinlle.  Thit  look  vlUi  which  he  B&irchHl  ni:r  nr;  hsit  I  r-ta  usvcr  larset 
OncM-iileiireof  ourrnnTHiKition  wl11)(IVBr>u  th«)^iiy-li[>(etn  theirhnls  luked  him, 
■■  What  l>T<'U||lil  jmu  hent"  nerepllc),  '£17  putlanU;,  "Dnty.  atr'  Aflrra  pauH,  I 
ataln  ukad  ;  "la  It  thtn  ynur  Idea  of  duly  to  ahoot  men  d'lwn  upon  their  own  beartJi- 
MuncMfordeliMidlng  thefnlgliUf  Heanamred:  "  lair. dying;  I  cannot  dtscoM  tb« 
qoeaUnn;  I  dfil  mycluiy.  *•  I  eaw  it"    Thia  mnvetaatlnii  croiinwl  In  Il>e  eominrtin™! 

4>nlTulty,  and  by  Bhisldi  Qneo  wlDi  unain. 
UulluMe  («n>r 

I  met  at  rittubni^.  (onte  ycara  agn,  Hr.  RIcbud  Realf  (if  that  la  the  name  ;  ha  ma 
connected  with  tha  *' Connovrrlal "  of  that  rLly);  and  on  rplatliif^myexiwrienor.  Iik  n"t 
aniy«]>RBaed  murh  lnl«re«tln  It.  bntaald  he  thiiUBlil  thtmrvlvlngmemhenof  John 
Brown'a  ftinilly  would  bsgntlflfid  to  hear  what!  had  lo  UJL  TIa  In  rmnainbnmre  of 
Colonel  Hcnlf  that  I  obey  tlie  lni[>ulM  to  wrlW  you  now.  I  dn  >n  with  d»p  eamsitniw 
and  with  rea]-eiTL  The  war,  Id  whliih  I  tank  Inrt  on  the  aotitheni  aide.  endMated 
many  trmra  of  iwlltlral  oplnkiii.  and  gaia  growth  to  many  enabliahed  tmUii  not  llmi 
r?c"iKnlBMl  I  have,  for  my  own  part,  no  rrptslJi  for  my  liinnble  aluire  in  tl»  nrvnit ;  bui 
I  hiive  now  1«  uy,  that  I  flrnily  hellmi  the  war  whs  ordklned  of  Ond  for  tha  ntrrmlnit- 
tlon  ofaliverr  ;  and  tliat  your  rnllier  kb<  an  declad  Inatnunent  for  tht  coninjcnMnieat 
of  that  good  irark.        I  un.  air,  with  re»]>ect. 

Tnnm  truly,  C.  W.  TATUtraa, 

'  This  note  refers  to  the  pubticntiriii  of  a  photograph  of  Brown,  for  tha 
binefit  of  bii  family,  —  th«  tune  mentiooed  in  the  Utter  to  T.  Hyatt. 
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John  Brown's  Latt  Letter  to  hi*  Family. 

C'HAttLBBTOWS  PlllHON,  jRrFEllSON  CoDKTI,  VAiJV 

No»,  30,  186l». 

My  dbahlt  bbloved  Wife,  Sons,  and  DAirnHTKHii,  evrbtI 
ONE,  — As  1  now  b^gia  pmbiibly  what  is  the  liut  loltpr  I  shall  evor  A 
write  tn  any  of  yua,  I  oiiDclude  lo  wrilc  lo  aJl  at  the  same  tiin«.     I 
will  nientioQ  aoiite  lilllo  mutters  particularly  appUcubte  to  little 
[jri>|ierty  onacems  iu  miolher  place. 

I  reoeutly  recciveil  a  letter  from  tny  wife,  from  neiir  Philndolphio, 
dated  Novemlwr  22,  by  which  it  would  aceni  that  she  wus  about 
giving  np  the  idea  of  seeing  ine  again.     I  had  written  her  tii  enms 

00  if  she  felt  equal  to  the  uudcrtaliing,  but  I  do  nut  know  that  bIm 
will  gia  iDy  letter  in  time.     It  waa  ou  her  uwu  ofieuiitit,  chiefly,  that 

1  asked  her  tu  stay  back.  At  Krst  I  hod  a  must  slntng  desiiv  to  «M 
her  agnln,  but  there  appcarrd  In  be  very  serious  objections ;  ami 
should  we  never  meet  in  this  life,  I  trust  that  ehe  uill  in  the  cud  ba 
antistiod  it  was  for  the  best  at  least,  if  uut  must  for  her  eumfirt. 

I  am  wailing  the  hour  of  my  publio  murder  with  great  coinpnsnra 
of  iiiiud  and  cheerful uess ;  feeling  the  strong  aBaumnee  that  In  na 
other  posaililo  way  could  I  )«  useil  to  sn  inoch  ailrsDtnge  to  tl)e 
caiiw  of  Odd  and  uf  huiiianily,  and  that  niithing  that  cither  J  or  all 
my  fauiily  have  sacrificed  or  suffered  will  l>e  lcj«t.  1'lie  redivtioo 
that  a  wise  and  merciful  as  well  as  just  and  holy  tiod  rules  not  only 
the  affnits  of  this  world  but  of  all  worlds,  is  B  n>cli  to  set  our  ( 
npnu  under  all  cireiimstauces,  —  even  thi«e  iiii-re  severely  trying  o 
in  which  our  own  (eeliugs  and  wrongs  have  placed  ua.  I  have  now 
no  doubt  but  that  our  seeming  distulor  will  ulliinatrly  mull  in  tlw  J 
most  glorious  Bucuess.  So,  my  dear  shattered  and  broken  family,  I 
of  good  dicor.  and  believe  and  Trust  in  Ood  with  all  yonr  li 
and  with  all  your  soul ;  for  He  doeth  all  things  well.  Do  nut 
aahiuned  on  my  aoonunt,  nor  for  one  moment  dcapair  uf  the  eaui 
grriw  wenry  of  well-dning.  I  bless  Ood  I  never  felt  stn>ng«r  » 
dnncc  in  the  ecrtnin  and  near  approaeh  uf  a  bright  morning  and  gI'M 
rious  day  than  1  have  felt,  nnd  <lo  uow  feci,  unen  my  conllnt 
here.  I  am  endeavoring  to  return,  like  a  pix>r  prodigal  ns  I  a 
my  Father,  agiuiist  whom  I  have  always  sinned,  iu  the  hopo  thai 
he  may  kindly  and  forgivingly  meet  me,  thuugh  a  very  great  o 
off. 

Oh,  my  dear  wife  and  ehildron,  wnnid  to  God  ynn  ooald  hnoiFfl 
how  I  hHve  been  itavniliug  in  birth  for  you  all,  that  no  one  of  yooV 
may  IWil  of  the  grace  of  Ood  throngh  Jesns  Christ ;  that  no  one  ot| 
you  may  be  blind  to  the  truth  and  glorious  light  of  hb  Word,  ii 
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wliieh  lifo  mill  immonalit;  nro  brout^ht  to  light  1  b^setwh  juu, 
everj  on»,  Ui  make  tho  Bible  your  dnily  and  uiglitlp  study,  with  s 
oliiU-like,  honest,  CAsdid,  tenrhable  spirit  of  love  and  rc»pe«i  f<ir 
your  husband  iiud  father.  And  I  bceeech  the  God  of  my  fiithers  to 
opfu  all  yt>ar  eyes  to  the  discovery  of  the  truth.  You  eannnt  im- 
agine hoir  much  you  inny  soon  need  the  coDsohitions  of  the  Chrisliun 
rdJgiun.  Circamstanoes  like  my  own  for  more  thna  a  inoDth  past 
h.ivu  coDvieoed  me,  beyond  all  doubt,  of  my  own  great  need  of  some 
theories  tmuuml  up,  when  otir  prcjudines  Are  excited,  our  vanity 
worked  up  to  the  highest  pitch.  Oh,  do  not  trust  your  eternal  hII 
ujiun  the  boisterous  ocean,  without  even  a  helm  or  compass  to  aid 
you  in  ateeriag  1  I  do  nut  ask  of  you  to  throw  away  ynur  rcaaoii ; 
I  only  ask  you  to  inuhe  a  candid,  sober  use  of  your  reusoti. 

My  dear  young  children,  will  yoti  listen  to  tlits  Iftst  poor  adinonU 
tion  of  one  who  can  only  love  you  T  Oh,  be  determined  at  once  to 
give  your  whole  hp;irt  to  Qih],  hihI  IpI  inilhiiig  slmke  i>r  alter  ihnt 
resolution.  You  need  have  no  fesrs  of  regretting  it.  Do  not  be 
vain  and  thoughtless,  but  sober-minded ;  and  let  me  entreat  you  all 
to  love  the  whole  remnant  of  our  once  great  fumily.  Try  and  build 
up  again  your  broken  walls,  and  Ui  make  the  utmost  of  every  stone 
thai  is  left.  Nothing  can  so  tend  to  maks  life  a  bles^ug  as  the  con- 
sciousness that  your  life  and  example  bless  and  leave  others  stniuger. 
Still,  it  is  ground  of  the  utmost  eomfort  to  my  mind  to  know  that  so 
mauy  of  you  as  have  had  the  opportunity  have  given  some  proof  «f 
your  fidelity  to  the  great  &mily  of  men.  Be  faithful  unto  death  : 
from  the  pxeruisc  of  habitual  tove  to  man  it  caoDot  be  very  hard  to 
love  his  Maker. 

I  must  yet  insert  the  reason  for  my  firm  belief  m  the  divine  in- 
spiration of  the  Bible,  notwithstanding  I  am,  perhaps,  naturally 
seeptical,  —  certainly  not  credulous.  I  wish  all  to  consider  it  most 
tiioroughly  when  you  read  that  blessed  book,  and  see  whether  you 
nmnot  discover  such  evidence  yourselves.  It  is  tho  purity  of  heart, 
filling  our  minds  as  well  as  work  and  aetioos,  which  is  everywhere 
iusisted  on,  that  distinguishes  it  fmm  all  the  other  teachings,  that 
commends  it  to  my'conecieneo.  Whether  my  heart  be  willing  and 
obedient  or  not,  the  inducement  that  it  holds  out  is  another  reason  of 
my  conviction  of  its  truth  and  genuineness ;  but  I  do  not  here  omit 
this  my  last  argument  on  the  Bible,  that  eternal  life  is  what  my  soul 
is  pHutiag  nfter  this  moment.  I  mention  this  as  a  reason  for  endea- 
voring to  leave  a  valuable  copy  of  the  Bible,  to  be  carefully  preserved 
in  remembrance  of  me,  to  so  many  uf  my  posterity,  instead  of  some 
other  biHik  at  equal  cost. 

I  beseech  you  all  to  live  in  habitual  contentment  with  moderate 
s  and  guns  of  worldly  store,  and  earnestly  to  teach  tbii 
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u>  yuDT  children  and  i^liildren'a  children  nfter  yon,  b;  eiRmjile 
well  u  |)recept.  Be  dcurinined  hi  know  by  expcriencp,  a«  su 
mnj  be,  whether  Bihic  )n»tniciioD  is  of  divine  origin  or  not. 
iitra  tu  OH'e  no  iiiun  anything,  but  to  love  ono  anuthvr. 
RiigKrs  KTute  I'l  hU  ahildron ;  "  Abhitr  that  amint  whore  of  Rnm< 
Jr>hn  Itniu'n  wrilca  tn  hi«  children  to  ahhur,  with  undying  hulrci 
niso,  that  (uin  of  all  villanids,  —  slavery.  Reinuinbpr,  "  he  that  I 
aIuw  to  anger  is  better  than  the  mighty,"  anil  "he  that  rult^th  t 
spirit  than  ho  that  taketh  a  city."  Remember  uUu  (hat  "  lliey  being 
wise  shall  ehine,  and  they  that  turn  many  to  rightvouancM, 
■lata  for  ever  and  evrr." 

And  now,  dearly  beloved  romily,  to  God  and  the  woiIe  ofhla  gnoa 
I  commend  you  all. 

Your  affcvtionato  husband  and  father, 

John  Bkowx. 


Cbarlwitown.  itrTKn»os  Conjrrv,  Va.,  Nov.  So,  1859. 
Mhh.  Mary  Oai.k  (or  the  •rlttr  o(  tho  writingV' 

Dear  PnieXD,  —  I  have  only  time  lu  give  yon  tho  naniiv  of  tlinw 
that  I  know  truro  killed  of  my  company  at  Harper's  Farry.  or  that 
are  eal.l  M  have  bnMi  killed ;  namely,  two  Thorn i>!iiins,  two  Browna, 
J.  Amlcrsiiii,  J.  H.  Kak,'i,  SU' wart  Taylor.  A.  Ifazkit.  Vf.  H.  Leniun, 
and  three  cilored  men.  Would  mort  gladly  givo  you  further  iufor- 
matiun  bad  I  the  tima  and  ability. 


Vonr  frirnd. 


J<>n»  Brows, 


CtiAnuuTOWN  rniioK,  JrrrKnsox  Couxtt,  V 
Dm.  1,  1S5P. 
To  Mh.  .lAUr^  FoRRVAM-* 

Mv  nCAR  pRtKxn, —  I  hare  only  time  to  say  I  ^  yonr  kin 
li-ttiT  of  ihv  SSth  of  Kovemiier  this  <rrenine.  Am  very  graiefnl  f 
nil  the  good  frclings  exjirt-Meil  by  younwlf  and  wife.  Hay  Oo» 
nbnndantly  bless  and  savn  yon  all  I  I  am  rery  clicerfiil,  in  huprm  n 
entering  on  a  better  state  of  eiistctwe  in  a  frw  hoorn,  ihmiigh  ii 
finite  grace  in  Christ  Jesus  toy  l^nnl.  Remwnber  "  the  pHir  thai 
try,"  and  "theui  that  are  In  bonda  aa  bound  willi  theui." 


ir  friend  a 


JollM  ntu>wx.J 


t  Writtaa  to  the  suKnr  of  Chariot 
•e*p«d  with  Owrn  Brnvn. 

■  A  tomti  ippivntiM  wb«a  Bnim  \ 


Tl'ld,  oe«  of  Ihow  v 
TT  In  Pnnnyl*»nla. 
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On  tbe  day  before  his  death,  when  with  his  wife,  tli« 
conversation  turned  upon  matters  of  business,  which  Brown 
desired  to  have  arranged  after  his  death.  He  gave  his  wife 
all  the  letters  and  papers  needed  for  this  purpose,  and  read 
to  ber  th"  ■  ill  which  had  been  drawn  up  for  him  by  Mr. 
Hunter,  <      (fully  ciBlaining  every  portion  of  it 


CoPKTT,  V*.,  Dec  1,  1869. 

I  give  to  Ri]  mjr  gurveyot'B  eompHss  itnd 

oilier  fliirveji  ,  my  oU  granite  monutncnl, 

nnw  at  Norf*'  Kjn  its  two  sides  n  further  in- 

serijition,  i  I  bIodb  manmnent,  howevtT, 

to  roitiain  l         -u.  of  tnj  children  and  my  wife 

may  remain  there  as  n^mcnts. 

I  give  to  my  son  Jason  Brown  my  silver  wateh,  with  my  name 
engrjivnd  on  inner  caeo. 

I  give  to  my  sod  Owen  Brown  my  donble-spring  opera-glaaa,  and 
my  rifte-gun  (if  found),  presented  to  me  at  Worcester,  Mass.  It  is 
glolx^-Bightcd  and  new.  J  give,  also,  to  the  same  son  $50  in  cash, 
to  be  paid  him  from  the  proceeds  of  my  Other's  extnte,  in  consider- 
ation of  his  terrible  suffering  in  Kansas  and  his  crippled  condition 
fnim  his  childhood. 

I  give  to  my  son  Salmon  Brown  $50  in  cash,  to  be  paid  hira  from 
my  father's  estate,  as  an  offset  to  the  first  two  eases  above  named. 

I  give  to  my  daughter  Ruth  Thompson  »iy  large  old  Bible,  con- 
taining the  family  rnwird. 

I  give  to  each  of  my  sons,  and  to  each  of  my  other  daughters,  my 
snn-in-lflw,  Henry  Thompson,  and  to  each  of  my  danghters-in-law, 
as  good  a  copy  of  the  Bible  as  can  be  purchased  at  some  bookstore 
in  New  York  or  Boston,  at  a  cost  of  $5  each  in  cash,  to  be  paid  out 
of  tlio  proceeds  of  my  father's  estate. 

I  give  to  each  of  my  grandchildren  that  may  be  Uving  when  my 
father's  estate  is  settled,  as  good  a  copy  of  the  Bible  as  can  be  pur- 
ch».4ed  (as  above)  at  a  cost  of  $3  each. 

All  the  Bibles  to  be  puroliased  at  one  and  the  same  time  for  cash, 
on  the  best  terms. 

I  dcBire  to  have  $50  each  paid  out  of  the  final  proceeds  of  my 
fiithcr's  estate  to  the  following  natnod  persons,  to  wit ;  To  Allan 
Hammond,  Esij.,  of  Rockville,  Tidland  County,  Conn.,  or  to  George 
Kellogi:,  E»\.,  former  agent  of  the  New  England  Company  at  that 
place,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  that  company.     Also,  $50  to  Silas 
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Huvens,  formerly  of  Lowishorg,  Summit  Coani;,  Ohio,  if  lie  can  K 
fiiuutl.    Also,  950  Ui  A  maa  uf  Stark  Coaotf,  Oliio,  nt  Cuntiin,  ) 
tavi  my  fnllu-r  in  liia  lirctiinr,  tlirougli  Judge  Huinpliri'V  nnd 
I7)is(iu  nf  Akroo,  tu  be  juiid  by  J.  R.  Itmu'ii  tit  the  innn  iii  prrmo,  I 
he  fan  be  founi) ;  his  name  1  enniiiU  remember.     My  fmher  u 
a  ouiiipromisu  with  tlio  tiiHD  by  taking  uur  hixise  and  Idl  at  Mudio*J 
ville.     I  di«irc  that  auy  remaiuiug  balauee  Iliat  may  li«eoine  my  diMW 
from  my  father's  estate  may  be  pnid  in  equul  nmoiints  to  n 
and  Ml  eaeh  of  my  children,  and  to  the  widnwa  pf  Waisun  and  Oliver 
Bruwu,  by  my  bruther.  John  Bbown. 

Jou.f  AvtB,  Wilnesi. 

CODICIL. 
CBAHI-eBTawN,  JofrtHBOS  Cocntt,  Va.,  Dec.  3,  1859. 

It  is  iny  desire  that  my  wife  have  all  my  personal  pn)|M<rly  not 
previously  diapoaed  of  by  me ;  and  the  entire  use  of  all  uiy  lauded 
property  during  her  natural  life ;  and  that,  after  her  death,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  Bueh  land  be  equally  divided  be1wr«u  all  uiy  then  U%'lag 
children ;  and  that  what  trould  btt  a  ehild'e  share  be  given  to  the 
children  of  «uieh  of  iny  tnuoonB  who  fell  at  ilnrper's  Ferry;  and  that 
a  ehild's  Bbaro  be  divided  among  tho  rhildren  of  my  now  living  chiU 
dren  whu  may  die  bt-fure  their  mother  (my  preiiont  beloved  wile). 
No  funnal  will  cau  be  of  use  when  luy  eipreaaed  wiohes  are  inado 
known  to  my  dutiful  and  beloved  family.  John  Bapwx. 

Mt  dear  Wipe,  —  I  hove  time  tu  enclose  the  within  and  the 
above,  whieh  I  forgot  yesterday,  and  to  bid  you  another  farewell, 
"  Be  of  good  cheer,"  nod  God  Almighty  bleaa,  save,  eomfort,  guiUt^   .' 
and  keep  you  to  the  enil  1 

Your  aifectiouate  husband,  JoHM  BBOira.  J 


This  was  undoubtedly  the  last  work  of  the  old  horo  with 
his  pen.  He  had  previously  given  directions  for  an  io- 
scription  on  his  tonibntone,  and  now  sent  his  wife  this  paper, 
which  was  brought  to  Mis.  Brown  after  the  execution :  —  ^  " 

TO    BB   ISaCBISKD  OM  THl  OLD   FAMILT   HOKDMBITT   AT   NOBTl 

OLivEit  Bkowk,  bora ,  1830,  was  killed  nt  Harper's  Ferry,  V 

Oct.  17,  !e59. 

Watsok  Browts,  bom ,  |i*35.  wm  wonndrd  nt  Harper'*  Fen 

Get.  IJ.  and  died  Ot.  lit,  IBS). 

(My  wife  can  fill  »p  the  blank  ilales  as  above,) 

JoKR  Browk,  born  May  'J,  IBOD,  wait  executed  at  CharliwtowD,  Va^ 

Deo.  2, 1859. 
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Brown's  Frequpot  montion  in  these  letters  of  his  oppoi- 
tutiity  to  do  good  by  preaching  the  truth  to  meu  vho  came 
to  see  liim  out  of  curio«ity,  or  to  labor  with  him  for  his  sins, 
demands  some  explunatioii.  Although  fettered  and  guarded 
as  no  man  had  ever  bi-eii  in  Virgiuia  since  the  capture  of 
John  Smith  by  Powhatan  and  his  Indians,  John  Brown  was 
visited  by  the  saoheuis  and  priests  of  the  tribe  then  domi- 
nant in  }'owhatan's  country,  and  by  many  good  uieii  who 
were  moved  by  his  courage  and  fidelitj'.  To  such  per&ons 
Brown  applied  his  toucJistone  of  sincerity,  and  treated  theni 
as  their  character  deserved,  whatever  their  opinions.  He 
waa,  of  course,  often  visited  by  Virginia  clergymen  and 
itinerant  preachers,  desirous  of  praying  with  him  and  of 
converting  him  from  hia  errors.  One  of  these  afterward 
said  i!kU  wh.ii  hr  <,ffrn-d  r.i  yr.iv  With  ISrown  tin-  old  n.an 
asked  if  he  was  willing  to  tight,  in  case  of  need,  for  the  free, 
dom  of  the  slaves.  Receiving  a  negative  reply,  Brown  said ; 
"  I  will  thank  you  to  leave  me  alone  ;  your  prayers  would 
be  an  abomination  to  my  God."  To  another  he  said  that  he 
"  would  not  insult  God  by  bowing  down  in  prayer  with  any 
one  who  had  the  blood  of  the  slave  on  his  skirts."  A  Meth- 
odist preacher  named  March  having  argued  to  Brown  in 
his  cell  in  favor  of  slavery  as  "a  Christian  institution,"  his 
hearer  grew  impatient  and  replied :  "  My  dear  sir,  yon  know 
nothing  about  Christianity ;  you  will  have  to  learn  its  A, 
B,  C  i  I  find  you  quite  ignorant  of  what  the  word  Chris- 
tianity means."  Seeing  that  his  visitor  was  disconcerted  by 
such  plain  speaking,  Brown  added,  "  I  respect  you  as  a  gen- 
tleman, of  course  ;  but  it  is  as  a  heathen  gentleman."  '     To 

'  This  "  heathen  gentlenmn  "  aeena  U>  haTe  left  r  Rueeessor  it  Charles- 
town,  —  the  Presbyterian  minister  th^re  in  1882,  Abner  C.  Hopkiiis  by 
name,  who  in  tliftt  year  wrote  to  the  Engliah  aulhor  Thomaa  Hughes,  cor- 
recting certain  erron  of  fact  conccrniDR  Bi-onn,  and  then  sdiiing,  tx  vitro 
molH,  and  by  way  of  certifying  IjIs  own  Cliriatian  spirit :  — 

'■  nv  tnou",  ibd  rnnrcli  prop*,  that  Jnhn  Bmwn,  irier  Oill  lai  Mr  trial  hftnn  th« 
proper  civil  irihunal,  •ju  diilr  coii»lct»d  of  munlcBi,  Ini-liictlDg  a  ndgro  alave'a  .  ,  . 
The  verj  ropy  of  the  Bible,  owned  and  uied  by  hLm  In  Jalt  heir,  lln  hctore  m*.  Its 
l>».M4!estouchini;'opi.malon.' sir.  nnheavilj  and  frequently  r'lu'illnl,  biit  nopfariJ 
mark  diiliii^uhu  or  empluulHi  a  ningli  paaiaft  liat  li  diilinrlirrijf  CkrliUlnft.  He  wa* 
nllnurun,  hill  not  CirMnx;  rellnlnn  waa  the  cnitrh  on  wht.-h  lili  faualiciam  walked. 

wrung  rmrn  the  innocent,  and  the  buttnuei  of  govemmenta  hax  MtiJ  crumbled,  aoil 
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a  lady  who  visited  liira  iu  prUon  he  said :  "  I  do  not  belle 
I  Rliall  deny  my  Lord  aiid  Master  Jesus  Clirist,  as  I  should 
if  I  denied  my  priuciples  agaiust  slavery,     Why,  I  preach 
against  it  all  the  time ;  Cttptain  Avis  knows  I  do ; "  wherent 
hia  jailer  smiled  and  said,  "Yes."     A  citizen  uf  Charles- 
town,  named  Blessing,  had  dressed  Brown's  wounds  while 
in  prison,  and  had  shown  him  other  kind  attentions,  for 
which  Brown,  who  was  very  scrupulous  about  aekiiowledg- J 
ing  and  returning  favani,  desired  to  make  him  some  acknowt-V 
edgmeut.     On  one  of  the  lust  days  of  November,  therefore^  fl 
iu  the  last  week  of  his  life,  Brown  sent  for  Mr.  Blessiuffi 
and  asked  biui  to  accept  his  pocket  Bible  as  a  token  of  grat- 
itude.    In  this  book,  which  was  a  cheap  edition  iu  small 
print,  much  worn  by  use,  Browo  had  marked  many  hundred 
passages  bearing  witness  more  or  less  directly  against  hu- 
man slavery,  by  turning  down  the  corner  of  a  page  and  by 
heavy  pencUlings  in  the  margin.     On  the  fly-leaf  he  had 
written  this:  — 

To  JotlN  F.  riLESfilNO,  nf  ChnrleMowii,  Vit.,  with  thn  host  wiEhail 
of  ilie  iiniler)>i^eJ,  uu<l  liis  siooore  lliaoks  fur  many  btIb  i>f  hiuiinc 
received.     Tliere  ia  iiu  iKiininenuiry  in  the  world  si>  giXK).  In  order  t«.l 
a  right  undi'retaiidiiig  uf  this  blewod  bo<jk,  tu  nn  hitnest,  uhildllkaj 
ftnil  imi;h»ble  B)iirit. 

Jfias  Browit.  1 

CHANLUrOWS,  Nov.  20,  1850. 

He  had  written  his  own  name  as  owner  of  the  book  on 
the  opposite  page,  end  immediately  following  it  was  thi«  , 
inscription :  — 


I 


ftni  i«  Onnujr,  or  jmir  oi 


•tlor  >1  Job 


Th«*  tn  iiuit|i  pnlDU  ot  HMDiMnim  batvtn  Ihi  ■ 
Brown  Mia  ualM*ni  both  rlilmul  la  Ik  'Ooa"!  min."  tip  Iw  rtiliig  ti 
nnriiInK  ■innvih  rmin  Oudi  and  Oullain  atiremlHt  Orawa  In  Uw 
■bloh  ha  mat  'lnth.~ 

"Nrw  rrHtl)rtPr  b  Imt  <M  jffi«t  writ  Uritp."    I  will  v 
this  priest'*  atlFntlon  to  one  or  t>cu  iMWu^ra  "diitiiioriTsly  Chri»li«ii.?B 
"  But  tha  chi«r  priraf  ftnd  alil't*  pmuiid«il  t>i«  multitude  ttial   tliaf  ^ 
•hould  Mk  Bkmhlmi  amt  dwtroy  Jeius."  —  Matt.  rrvi'.  20.     "Then  crW 
th*y  itll  *«ain.  wyinR,  Kat  this  luui,  but  Barahboa.     Now  Bausbtau  wu  a 
robber."  —  Jnftn  xviii.  W. 
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"  The  leaves  were  tumeil  il<iwn  by  liim  while  in  prison  ■!  Cbitrlf*- 
iown.     Bui  ft  8Iiih1I  pun  i>f  those  pEiaangea  which  in  the  moM  pollllv* 

louguugii  ouDdeiiiD  upprewiun  and  viiiIeDc«  ore  marked." 

Possibly  the  very  last  paper  writtien  by  John  Brown  was 
tbia  seutoni^,  which  be  banded  to  one  of  lu8  guards  io  thn 
jail  on  tho  morniag  of  bis  execution  :  — 

CnARLKsmwN,  Va.,  D«\  S,  I8S9. 
I,  John  Brown,  «m  now  qtiiu>  certain  tbnt  th«  LTiine*  of  this  JptHtJ/ 
land  will  uever  be  purgml  mrny  but  with  Utood.     I  had,  as  I  now 
tbiuk  vainly,  UulterfU  mywlf  that  with»nt  xvij  mttch  Uoodt^uil  it 
might  be  done. 

"Without  the  shedding  of  blood  there  is  no  remission 

of  Bins."  This  was  Joliti  Krown's  olil-fasbioned  th,-ology, 
which  the  nation  was  so  soon  to  verify  by  a  fierce  but  salu- 
tary civil  war.  In  my  earliest  serious  conTereatiou  with 
him,  in  January,  1S57,  when  he  assured  me  that  Christ's 
Golden  Rule  and  Jefferson's  Declaration  meant  the  same 
thing,  he  said  further :  "  I  have  always  been  delighted  with—j 
the  doctrine  that  .".II  men  are  created  equal;  and  to  my 
mind  it  is  like  the  Saviour's  command, '  Thou  shalt  love  thy 
neighbor  aa  thyself,'  for  how  can  we  do  that  unless  our 
neighbor  is  equal  to  ourself  ?  That  is  the  doctrine,  sir ;  and 
rather  than  have  that  fail  in  the  world,  or  in  these  States, 
't  would  be  better  for  a  whole  generation  to  die  a  violent 
death.  Better  that  heaven  and  earth  pass  away  than  that 
one  jot  or  one  tittle  of  this  be  not  fulfilled."  Such  was  the 
faith  in  which  he  died. 
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npHE  priaon-life  of  Brown  may  be  inferred  from  his  let- 

t-^  ters  ;  but  there  were  sayings  of  his,  during  the  month 
between  his  senteuce  and  its  execution,  which  have  been 
reported  by  those  who  talked  with  him  hi  lii«  fetters.  To 
Mi's.  iSpring,  of  New  Yurk,  who  obtained  tultiiission  to  his 
cell  November  6,  he  said  :  "  I  do  not  now  FL-proach  myself 
for  my  failure ;  I  did  what  I  could.  I  think  I  cannot  bi-tter 
serve  the  cause  I  love  so  much  than  to  <]iu  for  it ;  and  in 
my  death  I  may  do  more  than  in  my  life.  The  sentence 
they  have  pronounced  against  me  does  not  disturb  me  in  the 
least;  this  is  not  the  first  time  I  hare  looked  death  iu  the 
face.  I  steep  as  peacefully  as  an  infant;  or  if  1  am  wake- 
ful, glorious  thoughts  eome  to  me,  entertaining  my  mind.  I 
do  not  believe  I  shall  deny  my  Lord  and  Master  Jes^is 
Christ,  in  this  prison  or  on  the  scaffold ;  but  I  should  do  so  if 
I  denied  my  principles  against  slavery.  1  have  been  trained 
to  hardships,"  added  Bronm, "  but  I  have  one  unconquerable 
weakness ;  1  have  always  been  more  afraid  of  going  into  tax 
evening  party  of  lailieH  and  gentlemen  than  of  meeting  a 
company  of  men  with  guns."  An  old  Pennsylvania  neigh* 
bur,  3ir.  Lowry,  was  permitted  to  sco  him  in  prison,  and 
asked  him  about  his  Kansas  campaigns.  "  Time  and  tlic 
honest  venlict  of  ptisterity,"  said  Brown,  "  will  approve 
every  acE  of  mine  to  prevent  slavery  from  being  established 
in  Kansas.  I  never  shed  the  blood  of  a  fellow-mnn,  except  J 
iu  fielf-defenoe,  or  in  promotion  of  a  riglit^'ons  cause."  Dur-  I 
ing  this  c/inversation  Governor  Wise  waa  reviewing  the  Vir^I 
ginis  militia  near  the  prison,  and  the  drums  ami  tninipetaJ 
made  a  great  noise.  His  friend  said  :  "  Does  this  maTtinlil 
mnsie  annoy  you  ?  "    "  Sot  in  the  least,"  said  Brown,  '■  it  i  J 
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inspiring.      Tell  my  friends  ■without  that  1  am  cheerful.'"' 
A  sou  of  Governor  Wise  soon  after  accompanied  a  VirgiaiB 
colonel  to  Brown's  cell,  when  the  colonel  asked  him  if  be 
desired  the  presence  of  a  elei'gymaii  to  give  him  "the  cob 
Bolationfl  of  religion."     Brown  repeated  what  he  had  said  b 
the  niethodista,  —  that  he  did  nut  recognize  as  ChriatiaoB 
any  slaveholders  or  defenders  of  slavery,  lay  or  clerical ;  add~  ' 
iii^  that  he  would  as  Roon  be  attended  to  the  scaffold  b/  | 
"blacklegs"  or  robbers  of  the  worst  kind'aeby  slaveholding  I 
ministers ;  if  he  had  his  choice  he  would  rather  be  followed  I 
to  his  "public   murder,"  as  he  termed  Lis  execution,  l^  I 
"  barefooted,  bareleggiid,  ragged  slave  children   and  theii  I 
old  gray-headed  slave  mother,"  than  by  such  clergymen.     "I  I 
should  feel  much  prouder  of  such  an  escort,"  he  said,  "  and  « 
I  wish  1  oiiiild  have  it."      From  this  saying  of  his,  several 
times  repeated,  no  doubt  arose  the  legend,  that  on  his  way 
to  the  gallows  be  took  up  a  little  slave-child,  kissed  it,  and 
gave  it  back  to  its  mother's  arms.'     On  the  same  day  with 
this  interview,  Brown  was  again  questioned  couceming  the 
Pottawatomie  exef'utions,  and  said,  as  be  uniformly  had  done 
<6ince  that  deed,  "  1  did  not  kill  any  of  those  men,  but  I 

'  "  A  nmwK  heard  by  the*  »lnne 
To  woTk»  aa  nobin  led  th*e  on." 

EHBRHOH'a  Thrmodjf. 

"  "  Virginin,"  iitid  WendsU  Phillips  at  Brooklyn,  while  Brown  lay  in 
priw>n,  "  ia  only  another  Algiers.  The  barbarous  horde  who  gag  each 
other,  imprison  women  for  teaching  rhildren  to  re«d,  prohibit  the  Bible, 
sell  in«n  nn  tbe  auction -block,  abolish  mHrringe,  condemn  half  their  wo. 
men  to  prostitution,  and  devote  thenwlves  to  the  brreding  of  human 
beings  for  sale,  is  only  a  loiger  and  blacker  Algiers.  Tbe  ouly  praj-er  of 
B  true  man  fur  such  ia,  '  Omcious  heaven  !  unless  tliey  r«|wnt,  send  soon 
their  Exniouth  and  Decntur.' "    It  was  not  long  till  Grant  and  Sheridan. 

■  It  was  phjsinatlj  impossible  that  this  should  have  happened,  for  before 
Brown  left  the  jail  his  hands  were  fastened  behind  his  back,  aa  uaual  with 
condemned  eriniinnls.  His  jailer.  Avis,  now  dead,  tmtifleil  April  2G,  1882,- 
thus  :  "  Brown  wan  between  Sheriff  Campbell  and  me,  and  a  guard  of  sol- 
diers surrounded  him  and  allowed  no  person  to  come  between  them  and  the 
prisoner,  from  the  jail  to  tho  scaffold,  eieept  his  escorts.  .  .  .  The  only 
thing  (hat  he  said  at  or  on  the  scaffold  was  to  take  leave  of  us,  and  then, 
just  alHjnt  the  lime  the  noose  was  adjusted,  he  aaid,  '  Be  quick.'  I  did 
not  think  his  hearing  on  the  scaffold  waa  conspicuous  for  its  heroim,  —  jet 
tmt  cowardly." 
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approved  of  their  killing."  He  expressed  jileaanre  that  his  I 
bo<ly  was  ordered  by  Governor  Wise  to  be  deliverfid  to  hia 
wife  for  burial  at  North  Elba,  and  requested  his  jailer  to 
assist  Mrs.  Brown,  not  only  in  this,  but  in  getting  together 
the  remains  of  hia  sons  and  the  other  farmers  of  Korth 
Elba  who  had  been  slain  at  Harper's  Ferry,  for  burial  with 
him,  —  expressing  the  wish  that  their  bodies  should  lie 
burned,  and  the  bones  and  ashes  cimveytul  to  his  Adiroiid.tC' 
hiime.'  In  regard  to  his  own  rescue  from  prison  he  had 
previously  said;  "I  doubt  if  1  ought  to  encourage  any 
attempt  to  save  my  life.  I  may  bti  wrong,  but  I  tliink  that 
my  great  object  will  be  nearer  its  aeoomplishment  by  my 
death  than  by  my  life.  I  must  give  some  thought  to  this." 
Having  reflected  on  it,  he  said  a  few  <lays  before  his  death : 
"  I  am  sure  my  sons  cannot  look  forward  to  my  fat«  witli- 
out  some  effort  to  rescue  me ;  but  this  only  in  case  I  ant 
allowed  to  remain  in  prison  for  some  time  with  no  more 
than  ordinary  precautions  against  escape.  No  such  attempt 
will  be  made  in  view  of  the  large  military  force  now  u\Hta 
gujird."  In  fact,  he  had  ititinmtwl  to  his  friends  th.it  he 
did  not  wish  to  be  rescued,"  and  it  soon  became  evident  to 
all,  aa  it  was  directly  revealed  to  Drown,  that  his  death, 
like  Sanuon's,  was  to  be  his  last  and  greatest  victory. 

<  He  did  not  nikka  this  Miggmtinn  iu  ragsrd  to  hia  nvn  remaini,  but  J 
nnly  oT  lliow  wliu  h*il  th^n  )>Hrii  dr«il  nix  wwkii ;  nor  did  he  ■oggrii  it  io'| 
Hrl  Bra*n  at  all.  m  iIk  tot.l  mi'  in  ISS-l  rthc  iddcd  that  lh«  publiihwl:  J 
■i^rJiunt  i>r  brr  inluvigw  witli  U«r  Uiwlwud  Ui«  itj  b«rur>  bis  death  wh  | 

'  1  wu  in  daily  camrauuinitloii  •citb  Bro<ni'«  friiiidH  diiriiiii  Niivrmlwr, 
and  IraniMl  lliJH  with  u«rl»iiitj.    Hr.  Xtaenon  propossd  that  Himc  gcntlih 
men  ftom  the  North  abmild  vlNlr  (loTrmnr  Wim-,  and  urge  upnn  him  th* 
ri>r>riBva  of  Bniwii,  anil  Hr.  AJcutt  nttrte-l  lo  gn  on  thix  f  rrand.      On  th*  I 
loth  of  MoTFTulier  1  aniweml  Ur.  Enicrson'i  sn^gmlion  thua : —  I 

I  "  Then  u  hopo  In  enry  nffort  Oi  aavr  Dmirn,  bat  n»t  inni^h,  a«  It  *anlil  I 
•Mm,  in  the  rr{>n<»piitiitioii«  at  ■  {irivatv  gunlinnan  to  (lovFrnar  Wiae,  who  J 
i*  in  thb  nutter  th<i  vrranl  of  oChm.  tt  in  tli>  fiiltna  mHllarum  tapi/um  1 
of  ViqEinia  that  vill  BXiwutB  the  •^imin)  if  It  ii  dani- 1  ami  IMal  h  )iFrliB|i«  I 
ini|>1ai:>bla.  Etrapt.  diSlcult  aa  it  awina,  b  imbably  Kratm'a  beat  rhani!*  I 
for  lifa.  ir  a  rrprisve,  or  an  arreit  ot  jadgniant  for  aiiolhrr  unnlh  mtn  J 
{Muible,  t  n-ariifi  wniild  not  he  M  bani  lu  nanagv.  Brvirit'ii  hFroic  oh>r-  I 
■rlrr  ji  harinK  ita  influi-ncc  un  his  hnpera,  w  we  Intra;  hut  at  prvsant  ha'l 
i\nm  not  iriii  t«  aara|M.''  J 
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"  Living  OT  dying,  thou  hkat  fallillNl 
The  work  lor  vhiiih.  thou  WMt  foretold 
To*IeTsel,  and  now  liest  tictorioo* 
Among  tbj  slalii,  lelMliUoil,  — 
Kol  wiUiagl;,  bat  tsngted  in  tho  fold 
Of  dire  DBCcasity  ;  whose  Uw  tn  dut^  coDJmiMd 
TW  with  thy  sUuglitered  loea,  in  uiudIibc  nu>r« 
Than  tl\  thy  Ikh  had  aluu  betore." 

It  was  perhaps  throHgli  the  Russells,  of  Boston,  the  first 
of  his  persona)  friends  to  visit  him,  that  we  learned  liis  In- 
tuitiou  concerning  a  rescue.  Judge  Eussell  and  his  wife 
hastened  from  Boston  as  aoon  as  it  seemed  expedient  for 
any  of  his  Antislavery  associates  to  attempt  the  difficult 
task  of  an  interview  with  Brown,  —  the  former  going  to 
counsel  with  him  as  a  lawyer  in  his  defence,  and  Mrs.  Rus- 
sell,  with  a  woman's  instinct,  joining  in  this  journey.  She 
took  her  needle  with  her,  mended  his  torn  and  cat  gar- 
ments, sent  the  guard  out  of  the  room  for  a  clothes-brash, 
and  exchanged  a  few  words  privately  with  the  martyr.  Of 
this  visit  Judge  Russell  says :  — 

"  I  WHS  (u9t  in  time  to  hcnr  the  senteoM  of  death  pmnomiced  on 
BruwD,  nnd  tn  hear  thiii  inngiiificeiit  speech  in  whiirh,  ineteiul  of  aa- 
Buining  that  his  henrcTS  were  Ohrisliaua,  and  urguiog  on  thnt  bntis, 
he  said  :  '  I  see  a  Ixiok  kigsed  here  which  1  suppiHio  to  be  the  Bible, 
or  at  least  the  New  Testainent,'  from  which  he  inferred  that  Chria- 
tianily  wa!<  nut  quite  unkoowii.  I  theo  went  with  Mrs.  Rassell  to 
see  him  in  the  j»il,  noil  fciiiod  him  in  the  best  of  BpiritB.  He  said : 
'  I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  the  manner  of  my  death  ;  the  diagntoe 
of  hanging  does  not  trouble  ine  in  the  least.  Indeed,  I  know  that 
the  very  errors  by  wkieh  my  scheme  was  marred  were  decreed  be- 
fore the  world  WHS  mndo.  I  had  no  more  U>  do  with  the  eonrve  I 
pai-fiued  than  a  shot  leaving  a  cannon  has  to  do  with  the  epot  where 
it  shall  fall.'    He  was  satisfied  with  what  ho  had  done." 

I  pass  OTer  the  farewell  between  Brown  and  his  wife  the 
day  before  his  death ;  it  was  simple  and  heroic,  in  keeping 
with  the  character  of  both.  They  supped  with  the  jailer  in 
his  own  apartment;  and  thus,  perhaps  for  the  first  time, 
the  condemned  man  was  allowed  to  leave  his  cell,  after  sen- 
tence and  before  the  day  of  execution.  Upon  that  morn- 
ing, Dec.  2,  1869,  he  was  led  from  his  cell  to  say  farewell 


I 
I 
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to  his  companions.  Copeland  and  Shields  Green  were  con- 
fined together ;  Cook  and  Coppoc  were  in  another  cell,  and 
Stephens  by  himself.  To  the  two  faithful  colored  men 
Brown  said :  "  Stand  up  like  men,  and  do  not  betray  your 
friends ! "  To  Cook,  who  had  made  a  oonfcsHion,  Brown 
said:  "You  have  made  false  statements,  —  that  I  sent  you 
to  Harper's  Ferry :  you  knew  I  protested  against  your  com- 
ing." Cook  demurred,  but  dropped  his  head,  and  replied  at 
last,  "Captain  Brown,  you  and  I  remember  differently." 
To  Coppoc,  Brown  said :  "  You  also  made  false  statements, 
but  I  am  glad  to  hear  you  have  contradicted  them.  Stand 
up  like  a  man  t "  He  shook  the  hands  of  all,  and  gave  to 
each  a  small  silver  coin  for  remembrance.  With  Stephens 
his  interview  was  more  intimate ;  for  he  had  greatly  relied 
on  this  stout  soldier,  "  Good  "by,  Captain,"  said  Stephens ; 
"  I  know  you  are  going  to  a  better  land."  "  I  know  I  am," 
was  the  reply  ;  "  bear  up,  as  you  have  done,  and  never  be- 
tray your  friends."  Brown  would  not  visit  the  sixth  pris- 
oner,  Hazlelt,  —  always  persisting  that  he  did  not  know 
such  a  man.* 

Meantime  the  soldiers  of  Virginia,  more  than  two  thon-  , 
sand  in  number,  were  mustered  in  the  Held  where  the  g)d-  i 
lows  had  been  erected,  with  cannon  and  cavalry,  and  all  ths  J 
pomp  of  war.  At  eleven  o'clock  Brown  came  forth  from  1 
his  prison,  walking  firmly  and  cheerfully,  and  mounted  tli0  I 
wagon  which  was  to  carry  him  to  the  scaffold.  He  sat  b(^  I 
side  his  jatler,  and  cast  his  eyes  over  the  town,  the  soldietTyl 
the  near  fields,  and  the  distant  hills,  behind  which  rose  thtfj 
mountains  of  the  Blue  Ridge.  He  glanced  at  the  sun  ancM 
sky,  taking  his  Icavo  of  eitrth,  and  said  to  his  companiODSf4 
"This  is  a  beautiful  country  ;  I  have  not  cast  uiy  eyes  nvarJ 
it  before,  —  that  is,  in  this  direction."  Reaching  the  scafv 
fold,  be  ascended  the  steps,  and  was  the  first  to  stand  upoB9 
it,  —  erect  and  calm,  and  with  a  smile  on  his  face.  With 
his  pinioned  hands  he  took  off  his  hat,  cast  it  on  the  scjvf- 
fold  beside  him,  and  thanked  his  jailer  again  for  his  kindness, 

■  On*  of  Rra*n'>  priion  Kn*r^>  t»y  :  "  He  irw  ■  bravi-  man,  tnil  lia^_ 
thi  ntmiwl  conleini't  far  ■  ciiwnnl.  Ha  <li<I  not  ■hhi  to  ntra  what  lircs^fl 
uf  him  aflrr  the  cnpdiiv.  biit  hU  whole  mind  iwoniol  to  )v  bmt  an  Mf^^| 
the  men  wh«  »<iv  Ukm  aith  him ;  lud  he  pretcndfd  oat  lo kaoii'  tlwai^H 
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submitting  quietly  to  be  cloarr  pioioned  anrl  to  have  tb« 
ca[j  drawn  over  his  eyes  and  the  rope  adjnstPd  to  his  neck. 
"  1  cau'l  see,  gentlemen,"  said  he  j  "  jou  must  lead  me ; " 
and  he  was  placed  ou  the  drop  of  the  gallows.  "  1  am  ready 
at  aiiy  time,  —  do  not  keep  me  wtiiting,"  were  hie  last  re- 
porti>d  words-  No  dying  speech  was  permitted  to  him,  hot 
were  the  citizens  allowed  to  approach  the  scaffold,  which  was 
surrounded  only  by  militia.'  He  desired  to  make  no  apt'ech, 
but  only  to  endure  hie  fiite  with  dignity  and  in  silence. 
The  ceremonies  of  his  publio  murder  were  duly  performed ; 
and  when  his  body  had  swung  for  nearly  an  hour  on  the 
gibbet,  in  sight  of  earth  and  huaven,  tor  a  witness  against 
our  nation,  it  was  lowerwi  to  its  cotSn  and  delivered  to  his 
widow,  who  received  and  accompanied  it  through  shud- 
dering cittea  to  the  foreat  hillsido  wliere  it  lies  buried. 
The  most  eloquent  lips  in  America  pronounced  his  funeral 
eulogy  beside  this  grave ;  while  in  hundreds  of  cities  and 
vill^es  hia  death  was  sadly  commemorated.  The  Civil 
War  followed  hard  upon  his  execution ;  and  the  place  of  hia 
capture  and  death  became  the  frequent  battle-ground  of  the 
fratricidal  armies.  Not  until  freedom  was  declared,  and 
the  slaves  liberated  as  Brown  had  planned, — by  force, — 
was  victory  asaiired  to  the  cause  of  the  country. 

I  knew  John  Brown  well.  He  was  what  all  his  speeohes, 
letters,  and  actions  avouch  him,  —  a  fljamlfc  JmaS^'t  hemin 
person,  ineajiable  of  anything  selfish  or  base.  But  above 
and  beyond  these  personal  qualities,  he  was  whfl;  we  may 
best  term  a  hiatorir,  character ;  that  is,  he  had,  like  Cromwell, 
a  certain  predestined  relation  to  the  political  crisis  of  hia 
time,  for  which  his  character  fitted  him,  and  which,  had  he 
striven  against  it,  he  could  not  avoid.  Like  Cromwell  and 
all  the  great  Calvinists,  he  was  an  unquestioning  believer  in 
God's  fore  .ordination  and  the  divine  guidance  of  human 

I  Amon)!  the  Viririnm  militia,  pompously  pnradin!;,  who  mrronnded  the 
■cifTald,  vail  John  Wilkra  Booth  (nftenranl  tlie  numssin  of  Abntiani'  Lin- 
coln), wlio  wna  then  an  ai-torat  Bichmnnd.  iind  left  histhcatm  to  join  Com- 
pany F  frnnl  lliat  citv.  Thia  fact  is  Rtven  by  tba  Virginia  correeponUent 
of  the  "  New  York  Tribune,"  Nov.  28,  18.19.  Booth  aasUted,  tberefore. 
at  the  two  fUief  miirclpra  of  hia  time,  —  "  Washinjpon  nlsyinK  Spartacua," 
■a  TictoT  Hugo  ui<I,  and  Sicariua  slaying  the  eeoond  Wubington. 
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affairs.    Of  course,  be  could  not  rank  with  Cromwell  or  witk^ 
many  inferior  men  in  leadership ;  but  in  this  Gwt-appointed, 
inflexible  devotion  to  his  object  in  life  he  va»  inferior  to  no 
man ;  and  he  rose  in  fame  far  above  mare  gifted  persona  be> 
cause  of  this  very  fixe^iBsa^and  ainiplioity  of  character,  j 
His  renown  is  seeure. 

A  few  words  may  be  given  to  the  personal  traits  of  this  I 
hero.  When  I  first  saw  him,  he  was  in  hia  lifty-seventlL 
year,  and  though  touche*!  with  age  and  its  infirmities,  < 
still  vigorous  and  active,  and  of  an  aspect  which  would  havaf 
made  him  distinguished  anywhere  among  men  who  Itnovfl 
how  to  recognize  couiage  and  greatness  of  mind.  At  thati 
time  he  was  close  shaven,  and  no  flowing  beard,  as  in  latflF- 
years,  softened  the  expression  of  bis  tirm  wide  mouth  and  J 
positive  chin.  That  beard,  long  and  gray,  which  nearly  allfl 
his  portraits  now  show,  added  a  picturesque  tinish  to  a  faca  I 
that  was  in  all  its  features  severe  and  miiseulini',  yet  with  »,l 
latent  tenderness.  His  eyes  were  those  uf  an  eagle,  -—J 
piercing  blue-gray  in  color,  not  very  large,  looking  out  from.  I 
under  brows 

"  Of  dannttus  courage  ind  eonBiieniU  pridf," 

nnd  were  alternately  flashing  with  energy,  or  drooping  andj 
hooded  like  the  ryes  oF  an  e^i^lp.  His  hair  was  dark-biown,  f 
sprinkled  with  gray,  short  and  bristling,  and  shooting  baclc;! 
from  a  forehead  of  miildle  height  and  breadth ;  his  nose  was  I 
aquiline  ;  his  ears  large  ;  his  frame  angular ;  his  voice  deep  I 
and  metallic;  his  walk  positive  and  intrepid,  though  com- I 
monly  slow.  His  manner  was  modest,  and  in  a  large  oom-r 
jiany  diffident;  he  waa  by  no  uieaiiA  Qnont  of  speech,  but  J 
his  worifs  wers  alwaj's  to  the  point,  and  his  obeervatiunvl 
original,  difpct,  and  shrewd.  His  mien  was  serious  uni, 
pfttient  rather  than  cheerful;  it  betokened  the  "sad  wiac 
valor"  which  Hci-hert  praises  ;  bnt  though  earnest  and  offceBcl 
anxious,  it  was  never  doprussed.  In  short,  he  was  then,  Utm 
the  eye  of  insight,  what  he  aftorward  seemed  to  the  world)  I 
—  a  brave  and  resolved  man,  conscious  of  a  work  laid  npnq  I 
him,  and  confident  that  he  should  accompiisb  it.  Hill 
figure  was  tall,  slender,  and  commanding;  his  bearing! 
military ;  and  bis  garb  Bhow«d  a  singular  blending  of  tba  I 
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soldier  and  the  deacon.  He  had  laid  aeide  ia  Chicago 
the  torn  and  fad^d  Bumm^r  garments  wliich  he  -wore 
throughout  bis  Kansiis  campaign,  and  I  »aw  him  at  one 
of  those  rare  periods  in  his  life  when  his  clothes  were 
new.  He  wore  a  complete  snit  of  brown  broadcloth  or  ker- 
seymere, cut  in  the  fashion  of  a  dozen  years  before,  and 
giving  bim  the  air  of  a  respectable  deacon  in  a  rural  parish. 
But  instead  of  a  collar  he  had  oa  a  high  stock  of  patent 
leather,  such  as  soldiers  used  to  wear,  a  gray  military  over- 
coat with  a  cape,  and  a  fur  cap.  He  was.  in  fact,  a  Puritan 
soldier,  such  as  were  oorainon  in  Cromwell's  day,  though  not 
often  seen  since.  Yet  his  heart  was  averse  to  bloodshed, 
gentle,  tender,  and  devout. 

Mr.  Leonard,  already  quoted,  who  knew  him  at  the  &ge 
of  tifty.  says :  — 

"  It  is  ahnoBt  impossible  to  convey  by  wriling  his  appearance-  I 
can  see  it  plainly,  —  that  firm,  decided  set  of  the  mouth,  a  certain 
nrrvous  twitch  of  the  head  ;  but  the  ^flash  ti(  his  eye,  who  can  de- 
scribe it  t  It  spoke  the  soul  of  the  man,  and  carried  conviction  to 
every  one  that  ho  was  in  thorough  earnest.  Id  Redpath's  'Life' 
then?  is  a  good  engraving  of  the  old  mnn,  when  he  had  drawn  him- 
self lip  into  his  lofty  look,  which  he  sometimes  did  ;  but  generally 
ho  carried  his  head  pitched  forward  and  a  little  down,  and  sbovetl  his 
right  shoulder  forward  in  waljiing.  And  he  oould  look  plea^unti  — 
as  I  have  wiliicssed  many  a  time,  when  1  have  been  bantering  him 
about  Boraelhing." 

Frederick  Douglass  says :  — 

"  In  person  he  was  lean,  strong,  and  sinewy  ;  of  the  host  New 
England  mould,  built  fur  times  of  trouble,  fitted  to  grapple  with  the 
flintiest  hsrdships.  C!ad  in  plain  American  woollen,  eliod  ia  boots  of 
n)whide  leather,  and  wearing  a  cravat  of  the  same  substantial  mate- 
rial;  under  six  Ecct  high,  less  than  a  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  in 
weight,  aged  about  fifty,  —  be  presented  a  figure  straight  and  sym- 
metrical ns  a  mountain  pine.  His  bearing  was  singularly  impres- 
sive. His  head  was  not  large,  but  compact  and  high.  His  hair  was 
coarse,  strong,  slightly  gray,  and  closely  trimmed,  and  grew  low  on 
his  forehead.  His  face  was  smoothly  shaved,  and  revealed  a  strong 
square  mouth,  supported  by  a  broad  and  prouiinent  chin.  Hia  eyes 
were  bluish  gray,  and  in  conversaiion  Ihey  were  full  of  light  and 
fire.     When  on  the  street,  he  moveil  with  a  long,  springing,  race- 
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hnrae  Htpp,  absorbed  b;  hii  own  rettixttiuns,  neither  seeking  nor  1 
■hunning  obscrvitti»n." 

Sucli  were  his  outward  traits  and  belongings.  The  in- 
ward uiaa  was  of  siiigul&r  faith  and  coDstaocy.  Of  hia  last 
few  months  in  life  Mr.  Wilder  a|>eaks  thus :  — 

"  Think  (if  ihu  bIow  moTeineut  to  the  KeDnedjr  fann,  tbe  m jeterjr, 
the  anxiety  about  moucy,  tliu  nppusitiuu  of  Dougloaa,  the  rwignitliun 
of  his  Icnderehip  by  Brown,  boil  health, — in  tliut  must  dispiriiiug 
of  all  diBOHSes,  the  ftgue,  —  sud  yet  the  man  guca  forward  '.  What 
countgc,  whut  faitli  I  Commou  ineu  live  for  years  in  despair,  wiili 
only  onlinarjr  bad  luek  to  conteud  willi ;  but  liere  w  h  Uiaii  absu- 
luiely  itlone,  exiled  from  family,  among  hostile  struugera,  where  bor- 
boriBiu  is  made  popular  by  law  and  by  fiwhion,  —  yet  uovcr  in  de- 
epnir.  Why  ihb  ooutniBt  t  HebelipiUJu  O.nI  and  Janice,  and  in 
nothing  cbc ;  we  believe  in  everyihing  ul»o,  tut  Tiot  >a  GocC  ■ 

It  is  easy  now  to  perceive  the  true  mission  of  Brown,  and 
to  measure  the  force  of  the  avalanche  set  in  motion  by  bliu. 

f  But  to  the  vision  of  genius  and  the  illuminated  moral  sense 
this  was  equally  perceptible  in  1859-CU  ;  and  it  was  declared, 

'  in  words  already  cited,  by  Emerson,  Alcott,  and  Tboreau. 

'  No  leas  clearly  and  prophetically  was  it  declared  by  Victor 

'  Hugo,  and  by  the  saintly  pastor  of  Wayland,  Edmond  .Sears. 
1  tlie  day  of  Brown's  execution,  and  in  the  midst  of  tho  I 
funeral  services  we  were  holding  at  Concord,  Mr.  Sears,  who  j 
had  made  tlie  opening  prayer,  wrote  these  lines  in  the  Town  j 
Hall,'  where  Brown  hod  twice  addressed  the  sous  of  those  ] 
yeomen  who  fought  at  Concord  Bridge :  — 

"  Not  Miy  cpot  «K  frat  by  two 

WiU  hold  ■  man  Uk>  thn ; 
John  llrowti  will  tramp  the  sinking  «artli 

From  nine  Ridga  to  the  wa. 
Till  the  Mmng  anufil  Dome  at  laat 

And  upFs  nch  daRgnin  door, 
And  Gnl'a  Ireot  Chartrr  holds  and  wares 

O'er  all  hi*  huniblo  |>aor. 


>  Mr.  Alcott'i  Piaiy  llitv.  S,  IHSS)  aayi ;  "  Kllen  EmMam  tni*  m* 
I  her  fair  copy  of  the  Martyr  Sf rviw.  At  3  p.  u.  wn  meet  at  tha  Town  Dall, 
I  our  I'wri  lovinapeopl*  pr«irnt  m«tly,  and  many  IVoni  ll>*  «i|joliiintt  ta«nii. 
I  Simon  Brawn  i>  eluirman  ;  the  mdin^  are  by  Thnrraa.   EnarMn.  C. 

vrn,   and  Aliwlt ;  and  StHbom't   'Dtrga'  U  anng  by  ^a  raoipanj, 
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"And  Uieij  the  buniblE  poor  will  come 

In  thut  hr-dUUnt  dsy, 
And  from  the  IWIod'b  nsmelfaa  gnre 

Tbcy  '11  bruhh  the  leaves  away  ; 
And  gny  old  men  will  point  the  spot 

Beneath  the  pine-tree  sha-lti, 
As  F.hililren  aik  with  Btroaming  eyea 

Where  Old  John  Brawu  is  luid." 

On  the  same  day,  from  his  place  of  exile  in  Guernsey, 
Victor  Hugo  thus  addressed  the  American  republic ;  — 

"  At  tlio  thiiught  of  the  United  States  of  Ampri«a,  a  majc«tic  fumi 
rises  in  the  uiiuU,  —  Washiugton.  Id  thb  cnuutiy  of  WasLiiigtnii 
what  18  niiw  taking  pluoe  !  Tliere  are  skvea  in  the  Suulli ;  wnd  this 
tnoet  uiouetroua  uf  iuoumistcuciee  offends  the  logical  conscience  uT 
the  North.  To  free  those  black  alavM,  John  Brown,  ft  while  man,  a 
free  man.  begun  the  work  of  their  dcUveruuoe  iu  Virginia.  A  Piiri- 
lan,  aiislerel.v  religioiiB,  inBpin>d  by  the  evangel,  '  (Jliriat  hath  si't 
us  free,'  he  raised  tde  cry  of  einancipHtion.  But  the  slaves,  unmanned 
bj  servitude,  made  no  response;  for  slavery  slops  the  ears  of  the 
soul.  John  Browu,  thus  left  alone,  begau  the  contest.  With  a  hand- 
ful of  heroic  men  he  kept  up  the  fight ;  riddled  ivith  bullets,  )iis  two 
youngest  sons,  sacred  martyrs,  falling  at  his  side,  he  wua  at  last 
caplured.  Hia  trhil  I  It  took  place,  not  in  Turkey,  but  in  Ainerira, 
Such  things  are  nut  done  with  impunity  under  the  eyes  of  the  civil- 
iMil  world.  The  conscience  of  mankind  is  an  open  eye ;  let  the 
court  at  Charlestown  understand— Hunter  and  Parker,  the  slave- 
holding  jurymen,  the  whole  population  of  Virginia  —  that  they  are 
watched.  This  has  not  been  done  in  a  comer.  John  Brown,  con- 
demned to  death,  is  to  be  hanged  to-day.  His  hangtnun  is  not  the 
attorney  Hunler,  nor  the  judge  Parker,  nor  Governor  Wise,  nor  the 
little  -State  of  Virginia,  —  his  hangman  (we  shudder  to  think  it  and 
say  it!)  is  the  whole  American  republic.  .  .  .  Politically  speaking. 
the  innrdnr  of  Brown  will  be  an  irrevocable  mistake.  It  will  deal 
the  Union  a  concealed  wound,  which  will  finally  sunder  the  Staien. 
Let  America  know  and  consider  that  there  is  one  thing  more  shock- 
ing than  Cain  killing  Abel,  —  it  is  Washington  kiliing  Spartacus." 

Gtanding,  The  bells  are  not  rung.  I  think  not  more  than  one  or  two  of 
Brown's  friends  wished  them  to  be  ;  I  did  not.  It  waa  more  fitting  to 
Bigiiify  our  Borrow  in  tbe  subdued  way,  and  Kilently,  ihnii  by  any  clamor 
of  Steeples  or  the  awakening  of  angry  fselings  or  any  iionflict,  as  needleas 
as  unamiable,  between  neighboni.  Tb«  si-rvites  are  afTectiug  and  iniprea- 
liive,  di!.tingiiishe<l  by  mode.ity,  siuipliuity,  and  earnestness,  —  worthy  slik* 
of  the  occaiioD  and  of  the  luau." 
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A  few  months  later  (Marcli  30, 18G0)  Victor  Hugo  wrote 


"  Slfivtrf  in  all  lU  fumu  wilt  diBM)(p«ar.  Wliat  the  South  alew 
[  hat  D(y«inlKT  was  not  John  Bniwn,  but  Slavery.  H*:'tieeftirtli,  au 
innttcr  what  Preaident  Buehnniiii  mny  say  in  his  shnincful  ttiepMtge, 
tbo  Americao  Union  must  be  eonsitlerrd  dissolvnl.  Between  thn 
North  and  tho  South  etands  the  giJlows  of  Rrown.  Union  is  no 
louger  iwaaible :  such  a  orient  ckuuoi  I*  shared. " 

Again,  upon  the  triumph  of  Qoribaldi  in  Sicily,  Victor 
Hugo  said  (June  18,  1860)  :  — 

"  Gratid  are  thn  libnnil4jn  iif  mnnkind  I  Let  them  henr  the  grnte- 
'fill  Rppkuw  of  the  nalione,  whatever  thpir  fortune !  YesliirdMy  we 
gtvv  uur  lean;  to-day  our  hmmiina*  are  heard.  Providence  dcaU  in 
thcK  eonipenBution;.  John  Uruwti  CuiU-il  in  Ainericn,  but  Giiriliuldi 
hua  triuin|ih(,'d  in  Europe.  Mankind,  sbuddtrriiig  ut  the  infnnium 
gRlluwg  of  Chorlestuwn,  takee  cinrage  uncc  more  at  the  flaeiung 
sword  of  Catal&fimL"  * 

Although  the  course  of  events  in  America  did  not  follow 
tiiu  exact  line  anticipated  by  the  French  republican,  the 
general  result  was  what  he  had  foreseen,  —  that  the  achieve- 
neni  and  death  of  John  Brown  made  future  oomprninisea 
between  slavery  and  frei^dom  impossible.  \\'hat  he  did  in 
Kxinsaa  for  a  single  State,  he  did  in  Virginia  for  the  whole 
nation,  —  nay,  for  the  whole  world. 

It  has  been  somrtirues  aski-d  in  what  wny  Brown  per- 
formed this  great  work  for  the  world,  since  h4  won  no  bat- 
tle, headed  uu  party,  repealed  no  law,  and  could  not  even 
•ave  his  own  life  from  an  igiioiutiiious  [leualty.  In  this 
respeot  be  resembled  Socrates,  whose  position  in  the  world's 
hifitory  is  yet  fairly  established ;  and  the  parallel  runs  even 
closer.  When  Brown's  friends  urged  upon  him  Uie  des- 
perate possibilities  of  a  rescue,  he  gave  no  final  answer, 

ir  HnjpU  "ActMM  PMrotn  |vn>tant  TExil"  (IB.llMin).  td  the 
tfiVfim  JMfinitivt  of  hi«  romplat*  workh  wljirh  wu  •till  going  through  th« 
9  at  Lia  dMth,  in  1R85,  lh«  tiilliar  mlded  thin  nut*  to  ttm  |H>iwg(« 
pitnl  »bovo  :  "  Victor  Hugo  •nut,  k  pnpn*  ■)«  John  Brawn,  predit  In 
rvcirilo  k  VJnnih<\u-.  rt.  k  |niipa«l.-fiaiiUl<li.  pii«dit  I'lmiiA  i  I'luli^. 
n  deux  prediction*  •*  tWirfnnt."     Hi-  h«d  ■  ri^t  to  claim  this. 
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until  at  last  came  thia  reply,  —  that  he  "would  not  walk 
out  of  the  prison  if  the  door  was  loft  open."  He  added,  U 
a  persooal  reason  for  this  choice,  tliat  his  relatious  with 
Captain  Avis,  his  jailer,  were  such  that  he  should  hold  it  a 
breach  of  trust  to  be  rescued.  There  is  an  example  even 
higher  than  that  of  Socrates,  which  history  will  not  fail  to 
hold  up,  —  that  Person  of  whom  his  slayers  said:  "He 
saved  others  ;    himself  he  cannot  save." 

Here  is  touched  the  secret  of  Brown's  character,  —  absi^ 
lute  reliance  on  the  Divine,  entire  disregard  of  the  present, 
ill  view  of  the  promised  future. 

"  For  tmrt  befriended  of  tbe  God 
H«  who  in  evil  limna. 
Warned  by  an  inwnrd  voice, 
lleecls  not  the  durklii'ss  and  the  dreid. 
Billing  hy  his  rule  and  chuice ; 
Fveliiig  only  the  ber;  thread 
Lciidiiig  over  heioii:  ground 
(Walled  witli  mortal  terror  round) 
To  the  aim  whith  him  allures,  — 
And  the  awei^  heaven  hia  <leed  secnreft." 


NoTB.  —  In  Chapter  XV.,  pp.  G37  and  M8,  John  Brown,  Jr.,  spraka 
of  en  aflair  at  "St.  J.,"  in  Missouri,  whieh  waa  ascribed  to  hia  father. 
John  Brown  had  notliiiig  to  do  witli  this  galhtnt  action  of  his  old  friend 
Abbott,  who  had  roscuod  Branson  in  1S5G.  Briefly,  the  ^ta  wer«  these  : 
"Dr.  John  Doy,  imprisoned  in  St.  Joseph,  Ho.,  for  abducting  slaves  fiton 
that  State,  was  released  July  23,  1859,  by  Eanaaa  men,  led  by  Hsjor 
Jamea  B.  Abhott,  now  living  at  De  Soto,  Johnson  County.  They  entered 
the  jail  at  night,  under  pretence  of  wishing  t»  confine  a  horse-tliief.  The 
rescue  was  admirably  mniiaged,  and  its  moral  influence  throufthout  Uia- 
souri  and  the  whole  South  was  very  great." 

In  Chapter  XVI,,  p.  676,  the  expression,  "  He  was  forced  to  rise  from 
what  was  feared  to  be  bis  dying  bed,"  does  not  refer  to  his  attitude  while 
the  iudictment  was  read,  but  to  his  presence  in  the  court-rooin. 
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n.ittee,BTai  vi-its  North  Ellw.  STJ; 
at  Concord,  380:  tnakea  will,  U8S; 
receirei  aid,  309;  rxpeiljiion  de- 
layed, 40ri:  inaction,  406:  il!i>inier- 
eatrdneia,  40T;  Viricinia  plan,  418; 
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nt.  9Tfl:  a  iirltunvr,  310;  Vir|;iata 
plan  conAilsil  to.  UO.  4A1;  or(an- 
Mada,SM. 
Lnn*  Da*,  bfrnma* 
>  John  Brown,  49; 
4a;  Invalldhn,  lOS: 
dncrlbnl.  113;  •vmpMhv  wllti  hun- 
1 1  ntkencc,  4M; 
•rll-wrlfim,  413i  •torr 'iftita,  4RT. 
I  ynvD,  Hary  and  I^Mlla,  »■ 


-  accond  wlh 


ex.  ear. 

BicKn,  U«illia,  uiarH*'  i^>l«r  Br»*n, 
S;  ihcrlrchlldnn.  a. 

Brown,  Oliver,  m.  193.  ItiN,  US,  MO, 
3vS:  with  Mr.  Bl.ir,  4ia;  in  litry- 
land,  St7i  klllfd  al  Uari«r'«  Ferrj-, 
tlB;  b*iu»t  o(,  IIT,  Ud. 

Bruwn.  Owen,  tlic  elder,  ramorca  la 
Ohio  from  Cunaecliuut,  4;  aiilobi- 
ograptay,  4;  abwmaking  anil  farm- 
ing, 4,  6;  travels,  b;  with  Ba*. 
Hr.  IlallDck.6i  uiarriv*  Bulb  Ui III. 
6;  binh  of  Am  cbild,  S;  ai  7>ar- 
tulk,7i  al  Turrinpnn,  7;  In  Oliio. 
T;  rinilh  nf  wife.  8;  oiarrta  Sally 
Boul,  »;  Ibeir  cblldttn,  9;  dmili  uf 
•aoind  wile,  W;  haired  ol  daver^*, 

Bniwri,  le,  ia.  raUlion*  to  *an,  9U, 

31.  a.  lUt,  331. 
Brown.  Uwi^n,  Ki,  33S,  343;  advanlum 

afiTi  Hid  hitlawaluruii  vxn'Hlluu, 

KTB.  374;  vim  of  niDii  and  tbii>|p 

III  KHll>a^  ai&i  in  Marjlanil,  03;; 

mipF  fr<m  Uarpci'*  ierry,  Sit 
Uniwn,  r«i»r,  tarpmtar  In  I'lyninuth. 

1;  nmrrfagc,  chlidnn,  and  dealli.  I. 
Bntiin.  Butli,  rKullkcIJciii*,  3T ;    bap- 
marriage  and  Uf«,  TO.  TT. 
i.i.«n™   ..r    Nirtth   Elba. 

»(»-tUt:  ot  Ur,  IHna't  il*il,  1U1| 

in  California,  ItA:  latter  tram,  441. 
BT.nrn,  B.  F..  830;  hi*  B»td(r.  iSI. 
Umwn,  Salmon,  m,  3U.  43~U,  M,  Ui, 

306,  9fll,  aiK1-ft>3,  311. 


91;  f 


Brown,  Wal«ni,  43, 341 ; 
burg,  043;  lettm  In  wife,  Mi.  MS : 
viiundad  at  llarpcr't  Ferry.  OU; 
d.«th.  SI»i  Kliiry  u(  death.  61 1. 

tiDcliauan,  Jamei.  a  tenant  of  tba 
>Iav»-pnw(r,  IIM;  |in<*identlal  nn- 
didalc.  and  el«Ilon  of,  384. 

Buford.  JiiltenK.n,  in  KauMu,  338, 130, 
380. 

B'lmeU,  UtI,  Itllcr  to  O.  Brawn,  186. 


pABOT,  Dr., 


M  money  for  Kan- 
nbar  ul  KaliMiat 
•*,  S63-3B4;    diea 


irWHlSlmnburT,  1,376. 


Cuw.  (hiiiami,  Kii  rapMia,  80. 

Calo,  Jadgn.  Ml,  270. 

Ccniury  Mittaxin*.  t'apUJa  Duigtr- 

flrl'l'i  iwount  <|ui>t*<l.  AM. 
Cbniiln.  (bi   UiHni.,  IntloiODitl   to 

Brown,  Ua. 
CttipmiiD,  ChloUuHlici,  twimottjr  u 

to  BniWD'a  inWgriy,  S7. 
Chatc.  Cbief-Justltc,  lottento  Brawn, 

Chilrl,  Hn>.  Lfdu  H«H»,  l«(ter  from 

John  Ilmwn,  (80. 
Chrintlin,  Jain«,  itaj  of  (hs  Potta- 

walomiB  cXMUtlan*.  t»6. 
Civil  war  in  Kaniuu.  IS0~3U. 
Circular  of  John  Brawn,  SS. 
Ciav.  ItMrv,  luiipnru  FugrltiTe  Slare 

B'ill.  lS:ii  idruciueii  Mi!>9auri  Cuni- 

promiw,  1«1. 
CloVi-laud  and  Tilui>,  i-hHrgeB  aguiiBt 

Clin-rd.  MiM  Betur,   anecdole*  re- 

Ulvd  by.  14a. 
CrKhnine.  Ken,  997,  Ml.  3Ca. 
Code,  Slave,  given    lo    Kanux.  177, 


of,  ass, 


178. 
C«leaian,  E.  A.,    ! 


Colcmaii,  Franltlin,  3rM. 

I'ulliiis,  Simuvl,  miirdfro  I.  aO«. 

Cullinnvilie,  876,  376. 

Coinuiilteei  for  Kaiiiaii,  341,  355. 

Cnmpaiiy,  ICmiKniiit  Aid,  16^1 

ContTKuiaDal  CommitlM  of  ISH,  173. 

Conneellcul,  amlingent,  8;  *laTtry 
abnlbbed  in,  11. 

Coiiwny,  MiiTlin  F.,  nrignt.  178:  ad- 
vice of,  ail;  visitB  ReL-der,  ,187. 

Coolc,  John  V...  423;  raniiiired  by  Rcalf, 
471;  by  Brown,  BBS. 

Copclanrl.  John  A.,  fi46,  635. 

CoptHic.  Fjlwin,  uptKh  to  Virginian*, 
483:  at  Harper'H  Ferry,  S53,  686, 

CoTonado,   VuquBt   de,   iu   Kniitai, 


Daiit.-vi«e1d,  Caplun,  oarrMlveuMtt 
D»vi«,  JeHereon,  Secretary  of  War  ia 
IBAU,    3M;      aiaaifestu    ooncviBte 
Kanuu,  894. 
Day,  Manr  Anne.     St€  Bmwn. 
I    Day,  Orvon,  93«;  primitn-.  SW. 
Dayloa,  Capuin,  S38,  Bca. 
IkUmaler,  Mr.,.[ory  of  Brown  alBk*. 
I      muad,  9a. 
Dalahay,  Mark,  184. 
Dc  Solo,  IdO. 
UeKaier,  O.   W..  SIB;    obUina   riflo, 

iI5,  916. 
ttooiphan,  1S4,  206. 
DoUKliH,  Frcdtricli,  iraaiha  Brvwn'i 
lite  at  SpringHtld.  «;    "  Ul«  and 
llmea"    quoted.    418;    visiied    by 
Brown,  433;  confors  with  Brown  at 
I'hanibcKburg,  Ka-    leii^r;  to  and 
from,  443,  51U,  540,  641;  descHbn 
Bmwn,  638. 
Dow,  Cbarlc,  mantercd,  SOfi,  210. 
Doyiej,  lh»,  aw ,  fxeculixo  of.  837.  iSl, 

301;  antecedenla  of,  27!. 
Doy,  Dr.  John,  8.39. 
Dred  Scott  diM^ieion,  167,  186. 
Dunlop,    H.    L.,   describes   altacic   on 

Lawrcnn,  333. 
Dun  a,  (i^barles,  326. 
Duti>ne,  160. 

Dulch  Henry,  dnih  of,  256,  331. 
Dutch  ileory'i  Cro*sing,  306,  252,  254, 

262,  267.  ' 
"Dutch  William,"  253,  372. 


T^ABLT  Liff  of  John  Brown.  lS.-n{ 
of  John  Brown,  Jr.,  SI ;  of  Ruih 
Brown,  37,  »3. 

Edwardt,  Kev.  Jonittuo,  SenDon  on 
8Uver>-,  11. 

EgKlejilon,  Mary,  unrriaRe  of,  9. 

F:pil*rh<  writtrn  byJobn  Browii, 3,617. 

Bmerun,  R.  W,.  d«o1inei  to  wrila 
Life  of  John  Brown,  IS;  welmma 
Kimanlh.  146:  ipeeeh  al  Salem.  4Se-, 
a  trif  lid  to  Brown,  BOO.  601 ;  q.uiied, 
116,  170,  ISO.  500,  508.607,82.1,639. 

EHiigraut  Aid  '.'onipiiny  of  New  Enjj- 
land,  163 ;  boctl  built  by,  933 ;  aima 


I 


pAYETTE,  Hr.,  avurn  lo  SMKcy. 

*    18S. 

nintV  Survirv,  SB. 

Fiord,  S«creiarv,   warning  tent  tc, 

MS. 
Forhn,  Hugh,  Broirn'i  ilrill-rn»»t*r. 

3*9;  hit  lUnual,  SiB:  eluricicr  at, 

mo,  tS6,  iXJ;  ml  Tshnr.  398,  tH; 

tnuKhcry  or,  (»,  IH,  US;    lcil«r» 

<ii.*ae,tm;  icitm m, m, 4$9. isn 

Vorbt,  John  M.,  71,  183;  litter  lo, 
49S. 

reny  In  Vlrgliili,  B19,  <(  m^. 

FiMlfr,  C.A.,  S38,  330. 

Francit,  Dr.,  unimany  a>  to  "  KkDHU 
Rrgiililnn,"  3U. 

Franklin,  Banjiinin,  and  Jnhn  Bre«n 
cnmparad,  ISl. 

Fnnklin,  Ohio,  Brnwn  at,  m. 

Frederick  the  Gnal,  airurd  of,  tSl  EM. 
rieiidi  <il  Browu,  —  Kaii>niun,  SW); 
Tlmrrau,  Ml;  Alont),  B(M:  Groripi 
and  Mary  Slum*,  tOT;  TliKHton 
Tarkir,  Mli  Or.  ttoin.  Colnnvl 
lliggiuuin.  Sit  1  Tlioinw  Kum«II, 
Ml,  eat;  F.  B.  Sxnbum,  lIcrHl 
Sinilh,  «f  "(..  ftlT. 

FuKlIin  SUn  Bill,  riiaclnieiil  of,  193; 
Brawti'i  DpinioQ  of,  IU8- 

/^ARIBALl)I,tlli  JohD  Brown roia- 
"  pan-1  lo,  133. 

Uearv,  UoTsniar,  an  nprighl  Dnnnrral, 
2Bti  raachn  Kauai,  33Si  tarcwiil 
adilnut,  329;  InjuiliM  dnna  lu,  by 
Broim,   313  j   friendly   fe«1iiiK   lo 
Droirli,  333,  33D. 
(>iddine«,  Jotbna  R.,  letwr  lo  JiAn 
Braim,  2at. 
I    GDudltn,  Lngiifl  of,  13t:  rcMiIulioni 
I      of  Sprin^«td  hmnrb  ot,  IM. 
I  OtlpatTick,  t>r.,  ix.  SIW. 
'  Wadaione,  Thutiuu  M.,  book  quoted. 
'        ITGt  rlewa  of  Kanaai  Le^latnr*, 
ITT;lm)jr*MioniorKaii>ai,  181,  IBS. 
Olanrllb,  Jemiu*,  MS,  ITO. 
Onbarn,  Dr., 


liraiii,  (Iropge,  teilimony  o[,  isli,  3H 

lireeii,  Shields,  Mtl,  826. 

Urlmet.   J.    W..   ot    Iowa,   letter  b 

3M. 
Giiiinell,  Brown  ai.  1S8. 


UAL.E,  Rev.  Edward  E.,  organizu 
Einignni  Aid  Company,  133  i 
quoted,  I8t;  stiirv  ii(  Ihe  riflea,  lit, 
91b. 

Hallock.  Hvmaii,  recollectiooi  at,  33. 

Halloek,  Ktv.  Jeromiah,  S,  U. 

Hand,  M-.  M.riai.,  M;  letter  to,90T. 

Hanway,  Jania,  pioneer  ip  Kmbu, 
S08,39»i  usllniDnynf;2tO,9aT,9ea, 
380)  detanik  Brown'*  eouTK,  S3I. 

Harper,  Chancellor,  c[iioled,  ItT. 

Harper'*  Ferry,  Brown'i  plan  lo  cap- 
tore,  tH),  tai,  S3a:  warning  gireii, 
BUi  ori^a  oinane,  MO:  described 
by  Jtflenon,  EM;  in  BmwD'i  poa- 
aeaalon,  SM,  US:  (Ctnet  it.  5a6-M9. 

Harperi'  Weekly,  quuted,  MO. 

Harrli,  Jimea,  teitlmony  roncsniing 
Potlawatomie  exemlkina,  38A. 

Hawkini,  Kelmn,  atuu  Tohn  Brown, 
114,303,381,  t3C,  tM. 

Hailitl,    Albert,  St8,  Ot.   ESS,    310, 

llfiKkftl,  W.  A.,  reoivei  Pate'a  agree- 


Itorald,  New  York,  quotwl,  41S.  set,    i 
tnt.  I 

Hii^korv  Point,  109. 

tligffji'xon,  C'  I-,  3*t' 

HlRKlnaon,  n.U.IM. 

Hlgginaon,  T.  Wentwnrth,  93  ;  letter    | 
from   Drown  and  reply,   U&-4U;    , 
leama  Brown'a  Virginia  plan,  tW, 
(tT:    pfDteal*   agalnal   delay,   (W  ;    , 
contan  wllh  Browa,  tOS,  tM;  rec- 
oidi  prtaerved  bv,  tSS,  &lt. 

tlildralli,  Rirhuil,  163. 

Illnadale,  widow  Lory.  10. 

HInlon,  Richard  J.,  tSS-^U,  tn. 

Holme*,  Jamn  H„  188,  Ml.  393,  3N, 
3U,  39T, 

Hopkiua,    Rev.   Al}ner  C,   Imn  to 
'Hionw  HuytMB,  tt$. 

Hopklna,    Dw%bl,  eredlHr  o(  Jebn 


m,  50. 


Hcipkiui,    Rav.    Samuel,    D.I).,    ilr- 

HntchkJM,  WmIiiIv,  Ui. 

Hnwe.  UT.8.G.,  163i  ..u  K>iih>  mm. 
iDillM,  «Tj  Uwlimouy  baf'int  Mb- 
aoniminmlltM,  UO;  Icltirto  Hugh 
Forbes.  iSB:  firon  puilpaneinent 
of  lUach,  403;  wiUidnivi  auppart 
for  ■  time,  WU;  Uitrr  to  Johu  U. 
Farb««,  t93i  pan  Uken  b.v,  614. 

Hoy  I.  D.  8.,  launkreil.  Sil.'sas. 

Kojl,  GeorgvII.,  defends  John  Bmvn, 
678. 

Hubbard,  Gilbert,  buiiMna  utociate 
of  BniwD,  as. 

Hiiileon,  Dftrid,  Kllknunt  in  Ohio, 
V :  aa  Abolirioniil,  34- 

Hudson,  Ohio,  home  of  Owen  Brown, 
1,  T,  B;  log-booiB  at,  10;  it«  name, 

Hup>,  Victor,  tetUr  tn  Brown'i  vidciv, 
liO;  addmiB  to  AmEricaa  Keptiblic. 

Hull,  GenerU,  al  Detroit  in  1Sld.  IB. 
Hupp,  Philip  and  Miner,  aOT. 
Humphrey,    Heman,    letter    to    John 

Brown,  602;  Bruvn'*  repiv,  603. 
Hunler,   Andrew,  a  Virginia  lawyer, 

STOi   hit   argument   in  court,  5TIi: 

Brawn'a  [elter  Hi,   681;   mentioned 

bv  Victor  Hugo,  B30. 
Hu^.  n.  B.,  Ksnsu  eummittiw-nuiD, 

349,  359,  3ST.  3SH,  36»,  367,  360. 
Hutch inaon,  Caplatn  Philip,  307. 
lluli^liinwn,  William,  letter  from,  366. 


IXDIANSofOhiD,  IS,  13;  orEansae, 

■*■  345.  asa,  aai. 

Invasion  of  KaniKU,  173,  31T,S36,24B, 

31S.  33^ 
Ives,  Lieutenant,  order*  anned  men  to 

dlsperMi,  274, 


JACKSON,  Clalbnme  F.,  173. 
Jacobs,  Ju[]t(e,378. 

James  brolhen,  Ibe,  372. 

Jeffemon,  Thomaa,  Soles  on  Virginia, 
188;  views  o!  slavery,  109;  gener- 
ous indignslion^  170;  prediction, 
170;  liii  fata  if  a  Kioias  Killer  ii) 

Mib,  irs. 


let,  Sheriff,  309,  3^1,  234. 


.    4TJ.  471, 


If  AGI,    J.  H.,   423,    in 
4Sj,  18S,  b!S-^3;  • 
bure,    63il,    aa6-6i8: 
Ferry,  546.  5S3. 

Kuifor.  Charles,  290,  396,  SOI. 

Kansas,  John  Brovu'a  expcdilian  to. 
Ill;  a  akiraiish  ground,  160;  ex- 
plored byDulitiie.  p«tt  of  LeulHaui 
■niI.Mded  to  JeffertDii,  ISO;  Km<- 
gtanli  dram  to,  IBij  ant  detlioin, 
ITI.  ITS;  slavery  foreed  upon,  174. 
1T6,  ISi;  EmigratioD  of  the  Brown 
to,  188-308;  hardaliiiv  of  pmotB 
life  in,  204,  »)h,  SSH  ;  neitlcnt  mui- 
dered,  SHI.  325;  Invcetigatius  '•^oni- 
mitlee,  SiS;  Civil  war  Ui.-re,  130- 
3\B.  2»5-^';6;  batlleiatid  their  nlue, 
383;  admitted  to  the  L'nion,  3ST; 
Indian  Minioua  of.  331. 

KauMs  Commltteet,  344-374.  46l~46G, 

Kansas  Regulalore.  Ibe.  344  :  oath  and 
regalia,   31G;   F.>tab]iBhed    by    Lane 


Kennedy  farm,  538,  531,  ,SST,  5H', 
Kickapoo  Bangcro,  the,  234,  304. 


I  AFAYETTE,  piMol*  of.  SQ2. 
Lane,  Jamea  H.,  General.   r«»( 
tions,    183,    308 ;    elected    8enai 
338;    aTiecdotes  of.  33T,    34S.    4 
lettera  from,  401-40S. 

U  Salle,  160. 

Lauehlin,  Pat,  306. 

Lawrenee,  town  of,  public  meetii 
310;  attack  thteatened.  311,  S 
invasions  o(,  317 ;  pillage  of,  2 
DCcaaion  of  third  invBtion,  £ 
ll«truction  of  hotel,  935  ;  of  loi 
330:  again  Ibreaianf4,  333.383. 


M  (gvnt,  HI;  iHixtt  Brown,  III; 
nu  knowltdge  of  VirRinlii  pUii., 
113;  in  Emignnl  Aid  Campiny, 
163;  punhu»  Sliarpt's  ril)««,  913: 
alatem«nt>  m  MwuchuacltA  Hit\or- 
ical  Society,  SUi  ■  friend  to  Kan- 
uf.aM;  leflem  (rom,9IR,  3T8.374, 
410;  nitea  moaey  to  bu;  luiil,  lia. 

(oe.  410, 

LeaompM.  Judg«.  ail. 
Lecompton,  333  ;  gnni  jacj  of,  ' 
priMnen  at,  2.14,  310,  »H.  3SSi 


Leitf  n  from  John  Braim 


To  Fnclerick  Bro«n,  98-^.  40-41. 

To  John  Brown.  Jr..  4S-el,  W-Ml. 

61-08.  Ti-TS.  15-78.  81-88,  loft. 

las-iii,  143,  iM~i4a,  ISO,  la. 

To  hi-  wift,  M^rv  Bmwn,  «8, 10(1. 
lOT.  108,  lUD.  laa,  t4a.  lu, 

To  hi>  fiilb«r,  Ow«a  Brown,  SI,  H. 

83.  84-8S. 
To  CI.  Krllum,  H. 
To  Simon  Porkini,  l8-». 
To  ■■Tlie  lUiiiiborn"  ("Swubo'* 

lli*Mk*t").  Id8~lSl. 
To      Sprin^ild      fBgtttT*     alivc* 

I"  Word,  of  AdvicB  -).  m-I8«. 
To  Hanrj  Thompwo,  lOT,  108,  lOt, 

UU,  194,  It*. 

Id  leU-IBU. 
To    hi*  familv,    181-18S,    1W-W9, 

903-aoa,  aiT-«i,  sat-tia.  sss, 

936-341,  SIT-SSO. 
I'o  hli  wife,  Msrv,  Its. 
To  N.  V.  TrlbvM,  316.  481,  am. 
To  E.  a  Wbitmui,  911,  801. 

In  IUT-18S8. 
To  9.  U  Ad*li.  «7<1,  .188. 
TahiabRi>ly,4WI.4l4Mll.4U-4la, 

440-4t1,iM-iMi.  »:»  480. 


letters  from  John  Brown 
To  JoliD  Brown,  Jr.,  483-433,  I3T- 

4SS.  447,  460,  468  (extrut). 
To  hi.  wif«,  Msrv,  874, 388. 443-148. 
To  John  E.  Cook,  433. 
To  J.  T.  Cox.  681. 
ToH.Fortwt,  B89,  433. 
To  J.  H.  Une,  401-403. 
To  Theodore  Parker.  431.  134-436,    ' 

44--ltS,  608. 
To  H.  N.  Bum,  37fl-37T. 
To   K.   a   Sanborn,    113,   398-401, 

408-IOe,  413-414,   443-445,  408- 

467,  4T4,  47T. 
To  Geor^  L.  Stcarai,  868.408.  408- 

410.  4U-lia.  Bll. 
To  Eli  Thayer.  683. 
To  Auguilua  WaUtn,  8»1,  SM. 
To  E.  S.  Whilmin.  403-108. 

Ill  1860. 
To  Gmrgs  Adampi.  &8g-6S9. 
To  J.  Q.  Aiidennii,  611-619. 
To  E.  B.,  W9. 
To  hi*   bmily.   48e-ie0,  696-636. 

63U-63£,    660.   67B-6SU,   6SVM6, 

6»a-6eT.  eia-«iB,  eifl  (hi»  win). 

To  John  Brawn,  Jr.,  636-688. 

Td  bin  wjh,  Mirv.  6nl-«B3, 606^636, 

805-808.  an. ' 
To  hi*  >itl*ra.  MrT-608. 
ToMn>.  t.M.ChlM.  680. 
To  (rietulK  in  New  England.  688. 
To  Jiin«  Foreman,  816. 
To  Ur,  ihaloD.  al  Tabor,  488- 
To  Ur*.  Harj-  Galo,  816. 
To  G.  H.  Hoyl.  BOB, 
Tu  R*T.  Uetnaii  lluniphr«]r,  SOS. 
To  Rev.  Lather  Humphrey,  8M. 
ToT.  Hvait,  flOfl. 
To  J.  II.  Kae(,  583-633.  N8,  6»- 

633,  63S-61S. 
To  RpT.  Ur.  MoFarland,  698. 
To  Kiiv.  A.  M  Ullligan,  Oil) 
To  T.  B.  Mutgrav..  6»3. 
To  Thomu  Runtll,  576, 
To  Samuel  K.  Scwall,  611. 
To   Un.   S.   a   »prinf^  667,    698^ 

69(1. 
To  Mr*.  Sieamt,  810. 
1o  His  Marr  U  Stem-.  007. 
To  D.  a  HlitKa,  M)D. 
To  B*v,  H.  L.  Vaill,  ^8!l. 
T^  Jir  T.  H.  W'«blv  ail 


In 

From  S.  L>  Adair,  t3i. 
From  C.  H.  BranKOoib,  343. 
From  the  BroHU  fsmUj  in  Kanw. 

IM-19S. 
From  John    Brown,  Jr.,  SlO-311, 

326,130. 
From  Oweu  Brown,  Sr..  13-30. 
From  J.R.  Gi'!dinBii,-2«. 
From  ChsrlBS  R<,binaon,  33»,  g»- 

Viorn  Gerril  Smith,  3M. 
From  U.  Stntlon.  308. 
From  Honce  While,  342. 
Frgm  H.  H.  Willira*.  3M, 
From  W.  F.  M.  Arav,  382. 

In  IWT-liw. 
Fnim  S.  L.  Adair,  4I». 
From  AlUn  jc  Whec)»ck,  383. 
From  Charles  Blair,  378. 
From  J.  Bryant,  3!)0, 
From  8.  P.  Chasp.  363. 
Fmm  Frederkk  ilouglssti,  143. 
From  C.  J.  UigKinun,  384. 
FVom  Jamei  H.  Ilnlniu,   391-393. 

3HIh-W6. 
!'>on>   .lamea    H.    Lwie,    401-4U£, 


lM>IiX. 


40S. 


■e,  373-374. 
-368,    384- 


From   llowiuhufelt 

millee,    36U-1G2, 

386.  4R1-162. 
From  Willinm  A.  PhillipB,  397. 
From  Kichard  Rral'',  398. 
From  George  L.  Sleams,  400-407, 

40e. 
From  FJi  Thaver,  3B0,  381,  383. 
From  RuUi  Thompson,  441-143. 
From  Aucm-tut  W«tllc»,  394,  8BB. 
From  E.  B.  Whilman,  396-397,  403- 

404. 
FromH.H.  Williinu,  368. 

In  ]8a9. 
Fmm  E.  B.  (■  Quaker  lad.v),  681. 
From  John  Brown,  Jr.,  634. 
From  Martin  F.  Conway,  lB4. 
From  Mrs:  E.  A.  GlouiistBr.  638. 
From  Dr.  Sam  not  G.  Hnwe,  634. 
Fmm  Rev.  Homan  Humphroy.  BOB, 


other 


III  I8IS-IB1I4. 
From    BBluum    Brvim 

UrowQ,  8r.,  S7-W- 
Krom  Lari  Buniell  to  Owen  Bivwd. 

136. 


U>    Own 


From  John    Brown,    Jr.,    to    Jaun 

From  Owen  Brown  to  Mrs.  Jaha 
l)ro?rn,31B;  from  Wataou  Brown, 
341. 

From  Amo*  A.  Lawreru:«  to  Jaowi 
B.  Abbott,  313. 

Vnm  MiSMchuaetts  Kaiiau  Com 
mitln  to  J.  W-  Grimo,  866:  to 
EdwardCUrk,3«8-369:  to  Utory 
K.  Ilurd,  357.  358;  to  H.  H.  Van 
Dytk,   BSHi    to  E.    B.    n-hilman. 

From  .1.  r.  Pnlmpr  lo  Dr.  IVcbb,  216. 


Uaniel 
.lln,  21a. 


Woodson 


In 


7-18fiB. 

From  John  Brown.  Jr.,  tn  Jason,  1(B. 
Fr™,   T.   W.   HiRfin-on    lo    P.    R 

Sanborn  (extnwl),  492. 
Fr.im  S.  G.  Howe  lo  Hcnn-  Wilson. 

From  MMsacbuselts  Kansas  Com- 
mittee to  H.  B.  Rurd,  3&S. 

From  F.  B.  Sanborn  lo  Hoj^i  Forbes 
424-130;  to  T.  Parkur.  OS-  to 
T.  W,  Hij!Kin.on,  457-458;  to  H. 
H.  Hurd,  358;  to  G.  L.  Steams 
113. 


From  Gerrit  Smith 

0  F.  B,   S«.- 

boro,  458,  468. 

From  G.  L.  Steams 

10  F.  B.  San- 

bom, 5Ift. 

In  1850  and 

From  J.  0.  Anderson 

to  J.  Q.  An- 

rterson,  54*. 

From   John    Brown, 

Jr.,   10    J.    H. 

Kafii.  (i47,  548. 

From  Oliver  Browti 

lo  hi*  family. 

547. 

From  Salmon  Brown 

oJ.Redpath. 

INDEX. 
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Letters  to  other  perM>ns, 

From  Watson  Brown  to  his  wife, 
649. 

From  S.G.Howe  to  Hugh  Forbes,  459. 

From  S.  G.  Howe  to  John  M.  Forbes, 
493. 

From  Theodore  Parlcer  to  R.  W. 
Emerson,  519.  \ 

From  Theodore  Parlcer  to  Thomas 
Kiissell«  512. 

From  Edwni  Morton  to  F.  B.  San- 
bom,  437,  467. 

From  F.  B.  SanUini  to  T.  W.  Hig- 
ginson  (extract),  492-493, 524, 525. 

From  Gerrit  Smith  to  F.  B.  San- 
born, 483. 

From  G.  L  Steams  to  H{gginM>n«520. 

From  H.  D.  Thoreau  to  Harrison 
Blake,  506. 

From  Victor  Hugo  to  Mrs.  John 
Brown  (1874),  120. 

Fn>m  Gerrit  Smith  to  F.  B.  San- 
bom,  561. 

From  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Steams  to  F.  B. 
Sanborn,  509-511. 

From  H.  StraUon  to  F.  B.  Sanborn, 
308. 

From    C.    W.    Tayleure    to   John 
Brown,  Jr.,  611. 
Leybum,  John,  560. 
Lincftln,   Ab*'ahani,   in  Kansas,   183; 

compared  with  Brown,  185,  618;  in- 
terest in  Kansas,  347. 
Louisiana,  cession  of,  161. 
Lowry,  Grosvenor  P.,  211 ;  testimony 

of,  346. 
Lusk,  Dianthe,  birth,  33;  marriage, 

34;  children  of,  85;  death,  36;  an- 
cestry, 36. 
Lusk,  Milton,    recollections    of,  33; 

leaves  his  church,  53  ;  a  spiritnalist, 

53;  a  colonizationist  at  Hudson,  147; 

excommunicated,  148. 
Lykins  (now  Miami)  county,  179. 


^ACDONALD,  John  (a  horse),  69. 
Malmesbury,  Lord,  Diary  quoted, 
343. 

Manifest  I>estiny,  a  political  watch- 
word, 163. 

Marais  des  Cygnee,  951, 276 ;  origin  d 
name,  824. 
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Marshall,  Chief^ostioe,  letters  of,  147, 
148. 

Martineau,  Harriet,  connection  with 
Oberiin  College,  138. 

Mason,  Senator,  Fugitive  Slave  Bill  of, 
123 ;  interview  with  Brown,  562;  his 
investigating  committee,  450,  5Sf7. 

Massachusetts,  disgrace  of  its  courts, 
123;  subscriptions  to  Kansas  colo- 
nists, 349,  854;  Kansas  Committees, 
349,  350,  865-358,  868-373;  their 
purpcse,  386;  their  relation  to 
Brown*s  Virginia  foray,  461-466. 

Maryland,  Brown  in,  527. 

McGee,  Uncle  Jimmy,  232. 

Medal,  gold,  given  to  Brown*s  widow, 
120. 

Medford,  visit  of  Brown  to,  17. 

Meeker,  Rev.  Joseph,  brings  first 
printing  press  to  Kansas,  821. 

Mendenhall,  Richard,  228;  letter 
conceming  Brown,  326. 

Merriam,  F.  J.,  546,  548. 

Miles,  Peter,  8. 

Mills,  Ruth,  marries  Owen  Brown,  8 ; 
their  childreif,  6,  7,  8  ;  death  of,  8. 

Mills,  Dr.  Lucius,sufFerings  in  Kansas, 
242. 

Milton,  quoted,  248,  578,  624. 

Missions,  Indian,  of  Kansas,  821. 

Missouri  Compromise,  debated  In 
Congress,  117 ;  declares  Kansas 
free  soil,  161;  remarkable  declara- 
tions of  J.  Q.  Adams  and  J.  C.  Cal- 
houn concerning,  118. 

Moffat,  C.  W.,  425. 

Montgomery,  Captain  James,  825,  474, 
477 ;  fires  on  U.  S.  dragoons,  480. 

Morgan,  Shubel,  aiins  John  Brown, 
473. 

Morse,  a  Kansas  trader,  255. 

Morton,  Edwin,  429,  437,  444,  467, 
483,  524,  536. 

Musgrave,  Mr.,  bujrs  wool  of  Brown, 
68. 

Musgrave,  T.  Bb,  letter  from  Brown, 
598. 


XTAPOLEON,  Louis,  the  coup  d*4tat, 

146. 
National  Kansas  Committee,  846,  848; 
its  operations,   861;    merebere  ol, 


642  IN 

353;  n  >f,  a&9;  d»Ung>  with 

Browu,  US.  360,  3S1,  3ST,  412j 

crilici».„  ..   Ur.  Uwrenn.  aTS. 

New  England  tnignul  Aid  Compaay. 
Bee  Eraign-.l  Aid  Comi'SDj'. 

Newby  Uuigerfield,  slwl,  6U. 

Norfolk,  Cddh.,  h  S. 

Norlh  CJintm.ilniy  of  P»non  Thotnp- 

Konh  Elba,  Bra* 
lifp  al,  1».  ■"■ 
Bniwa,  Jr. 


QBERUS 


>(,    lU; 

Manineau,   .-,. 
Ohio,  juumeyof  Owen  Bnum  to.T; 

of  John  Brown,  12 :  Indiaim  of,  8. 
"Old   Browii't   Karewall,"   WW;    bt< 

"Parallels,"  481. 
Oread,  Mt.,  seal  of  Kansa«  University, 

30S. 
Ouge  River,  the.  3 


Biuiiix,  '"••.  location  ol  Iha 
Browne,  205;  Prwlaicry  camp  at. 
S30;  burning  of,  216;  deecriplioii, 
361:  last  fight  iu,  3U,  318;  Pro- 
elavery  account,  321 ;  monument  nt, 
323. 

Oeawalomie  Brovn,  188,  31T,  501,  fi58. 

Oli>,  Harriion  Gray,  oppoees  Mis- 
■ouri  CompromiM,  161. 

Ollawai,  the,  1»6.  S4U. 

OitawB  Jonea.     Ste  Jones. 

Oviutt,  Captain,  en 


Ol. 


er,  86 ;  paHiier  of  Brown,  69. 
Owen,  John,  3;  marriatt.  3. 
Owiierahip  of  arms  carried  to  Virginia, 

34»,  3»0,  368,  384,  413,  4U4. 


Paola,  278.  279.  301,  309. 

Parenlage  of  Browii.  8. 

Parker,  Mr.,  wounded  by  Border  RuJ- 


438.  459,  S13,  516,  617 ;  lett«n  fnim 
Broom.  434,  138,  447,  448;  dsalb, 
Vti;  ■  friend  to  Brown,  611;  Ititar 
to  F.menon  tram  Bomt,  613;  Uutr 
to  K.  Jackson,  517. 
PatMin",  Luke  F.,  italemenl  reapecliog 

Kansai,  236;  nspecling  book,  471. 
Pale,  (.'apiain.  hia  capture  de«cribed 
V  BrowD,  239:  by  Owen  Brvirn. 
)8;  his  agreement  with  Brown, 
10,  300;  KleaM  of,  304;    hia  mn- 

utt,  301.  aw. 

kinaand  Brown,  64;  tetllement  of 

■bin,  7B,  88,  [66.  167. 
llipa,  W.  A.,  306,  383,  3HT. 
.lipg,  WeudeU,  1S7,  614,  623. 
ve,   Franklin,  president   in   lSd«. 
16,  176,  236,  343. 

Timage  la  KaOHii,  189,  101,  809. 

Fi...ieer  instinct  of  Ihe  Brown  faniilv, 

90.  118. 


Pin 

kiiev,  Charles,  161. 

Pin 

nev,  William,  161. 

Piainlleld,  John  Brown  at  scb 

ool    at, 

31 

32 

Ply 

of,  8. 

P..tt 

walomieCr^ek.  188.  251, 

260. 

Fow 

a»atomie  Indians,  196. 

Pott 

watomie   executions,    17 

.    ««■. 

-,  248;    scene  of,   251;    f 

ct»    of, 

25 

-,  359,  262.  265,  269,   271 

eSect 

in 

Ottawa  camp,  273;  on  t 

o  Eor- 

de 

r  Ruffians,  274.  278,  380; 

Ql'ETELET.  quoted,  468. 
Quivira,  Ihe  land  of,  160. 
Quincy,  Joaiab,  letter  to  Judge  Iloar, 


plan,  136;  sent  to  Browii  aa  meg- 
■enger,  396;  letter  to  Brown,  470. 

Redpaih.  James,  biograptaar  of  Browr, 
18 :  mistaken,  261 :  deacribce  Prairie 
Cily.  293;  meets  Brown,  394.  S40, 
471;  report  of  New  York  laeetiDg, 
353. 

Feeder,  Gm-ern or  Andrew  H.,  171:  re- 
moved by  Pierce,  176;  declaration* 
of,  183:  vieiled  by  Brown,  887. 


Reid.  Grnnul  J.  W.,  lorti  (Hack  on 
OMwrttuiiiio,  S31  i  oil  UwrciiCB,  3». 

Riclifleld,  BrowD  ■  slierherd  ar,  58. 

Kichnior'd,  Brovn  al,  BO. 

Biv*1y  Piareip,  Iwtironny  nf,  3S9. 

KobiDHn,  CbirkB,  Iciwn  of,  ITI. 
S13,  330,  330;  nKeiit  ut  Emignol 
Aid  Companv,  3IS;  diftnib  Brown's 


euliuni 


I 

I 


171,   Slill    rprirh    at    Ouwaramlc, 

SOO,  321;  rampitrvt  Bruwii  tn  Clirlsl, 

ASS  i  rallx  Drawo  a  rolib«r  and  mui^ 

ilerer.  «au. 
Robin MK,  Mrs.  Chdrtu,  quoted  (ram, 

9lt:  i»n«miiis  Blatk  Jack,  Sa. 
AuckviJI*.  WuoUiin  Co.  ot,  M. 
iSoot.  Sally,  marric*  Owvii  Broirn,  S; 

Ihcir  children  and  death,  D,  10. 
Mtuwtll.  ThDinat.  MS,  Bia;  iiitervl*ir 

witli  UrowD  in  piiaon,  8M. 
liumll,  Uaior,560. 
I  tiuHll,  William  H.,  a  iruMn  undw 

Bniwn'*  will  ol  ISiT,  386:  reauuna 

DrDHD,  47B. 
Uu9l,  H   N.,  ordcn  pikn,  !T6;  lilWn 

to  and  from  Browu,  JTfi,  3TT. 


iJACRAMEKTO,  tlie  .lid  cannon,  30a. 
Sainbo'a  miiiakd.  m. 

flanbDm.  ¥.  B.,  sonniu  to  Jobn  Bniwn 
by,  ix:  fltsl  nrnt*  Browa.  ITi  Kaii- 
••■  Cammlnaes,  memlwr  nf,  347; 
action  taken  by,  U«.  US,  SOS; 
intniduas  Bmim  to  Lsgislative 
t-'nmmiltee.  310:  mrnapDiida  wllh 
Brown,  tlJ,  H»,  Ml,  3US,  408,  Ul. 
436,  440,  443,  4U,  474,  fiSO,  U4, 
£48:  Virginia  plan  diwlnnedlo,  418, 
4St):  letter  to  Farbo..  430;  at  Gorni 
SmiUiV,  119,  iM.  m-.  «>m»pandii 
with  Smith  aboul  Bmwn'i  Virginia 
planr,  4M.  4'IH,  48.'!.  M4,  £34,  5-1A, 
n48:  advntatodclav,  4l»i  in  nHmi 
commitlM,  Ma,  4M.  bit,  tao,  634- 
SU;  tacier  te  B.  W.  EtB*r»a.  e33. 

Schatn.Tl,  campar«d  with  Bio*n,  136. 

Scntl.  Ganarai.  880. 

Sea™,  Ri-v,  Kdmond  H,.  fnrm  of,  8SD. 

8i«nnun,l3merniir,SlO[  prnclaitialion 
of,  aiSl  Lawrenca  Irtalv,  311)!  n- 
9S4:  arpr*bend(fai[nn.80a, 


5birpe'«  Ritlsi.  purrbiEed  br  Embi 
irraul  Aid  Conpaay,  EI3,  314,  918;  ' 
by  Dr.  Cabot  for  I' 
CummltiM,  340,  368. 

Sbuwnn  Mmion,  170,  310, 

Shcniuin*,  tfae.  330,  963;  exwulien  of 
William,  SA6;    liia  rile  chanftaTt  J 
ISG I  deuli  of  Utnry.  til ;  1)«  guid< 
the  nitEan*  In  Junu's  houn,  398, 

Short,  Captain,  S3a,  tW,  VJ;  al  Pal-'l 
uyra,  303. 

Slavery,  American,  itn  tiitun,  187; 
atlsmpla  to  ulahtiib  it  In  Kinian, 
181,  IT«-tB4. 

Smith,  Mn.  A.  C,  correepond*  with 
ljaub<irn,  (14. 

Smith,  Gertii,  oObra  land*,  H,  101; 
inlervieir  with  Bnmn,  D7;  donation 
by,  104;  generoiity  to  Kanua  culo- 
niati,  383;  ioiprSHlon  al  Porbea, 
490;  reoolvea  Browa  and  frleada, 
VIS.  4U7;  Virginia  plan  revealed  lo, 
4A3t  chairman  t>(  urcnt  maiiullle*, 
483;  a  friend  In  Bmwn,  614,  8g3; 
givea  publie  watnlng.  644:  ittlen 
voiiccrnlnc  Bruwn,  SB4,  38A,  Ut, 
4«.  483,  M4,  834,  838,  Ml. 

Sniltl),  liaac,  aliat  Jufan  Brown,  539. 

Smith,    Jamn,    tUtai    John    Bnwn, 

aM. 

Sorratn,  conipared  with  Bruwn,  031. 
Suullianiptoii  Ma>pacre,  the,  34. 
Spark*,   Sicplicn,  tvuub,  X3>;   leatt'  | 

Bumy  ot  wife,  SM,  317. 
fpeer,  John  and  JoMpli,  318;  iwtlvl-  I 

nieni  nf,  XU 
Sprln;;.  Vn.  Uarcui,  latlen  of  Brv 

to,  601,  609  i  laet  wonLi  U>.  tU. 
Spring,  Profwaor,  duKribn  "  Durck  1 

Henrr't  Crowing,"  363. 
SpHxgilale,  Iowa,  433.  479. 
Springfield,  Ush.,  rrmoni  of  B 

to,  03:  hii  life  In,  04;   branch  of 

Glliadil*  League,   134;    resolntioDB 


nf  ■■ 


t.  m. 


Span,  battle  nf,  488. 

Steama,  Mr.  OMnta  Lalltar.  luwiiltal. 
fli«  to  Brown,  IT,  18;  aid  Kl\-ni  by, 
111;  chairman  o(  Mauichu»tl* 
Kanui  CViminlttee.  34ii,  3.^0,  384, 
818;  cen-rxBity  nf,  408,  4114,  4a3; 
ownn  the  amu  for  Virginia. 
483.  aptactini  idnll*(.6nT,  1 
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(.>  aii.l  frani  Rnmli,  Hi,  Si*!!.  KM. 
418.  Jim.  tin,  411. 

Sienmj,  Mit.  Uwy  E-,  invilet  Bn.wn 
lo  Medtoid,  Ij;  recognize*  Bmwn'a 
chancier,  SOTi  Mtttr  from,  5DD: 
rFiiil.i  Mr.  Bnckelt  la  Chorlulowu, 
61S;  Brown's  Icllera  to,  5O0,fllO, 

filMrne,  Harry,  letter  from  Broirn, 
12;  anecdolsof,  IT. 

8ie|>henH,  oKai  Whippis,  IBS.  SOfi! 
farcwvU  to  Brawn.  G£a. 

Stewart,  Cfavlci,  Captain,  164,  439. 

Stiiarl,  J.  E.  B.,  BfrS,  558,  Oil. 

Siratinn,  H.,  30B. 

Htrinf^ellow.  J.  It.,  Letler  la  "  Mnnl> 
jr>inery  Advirtieer,"  IBfl;  ainwclies 
of,  IQ&,  ITS;  IcItfT,  IT6:  Id  itic  at- 
tack on  Lawraoce,  391. 

Stubs,  no,  38C,  SM,  349. 

Bumner,  Charles.  wBltomtw  Kcmiiutli, 
146:  view«  of  Mimouri  ComiiromiM, 
161;  spewU  in  SenBIc,  2411;  corre- 
apondcncB  villi  HugL  Forbes,  etc.. 
427.  430. 


r,  T.  Dttiffht,  188,  499. 

,   Bi,  163;    lellen,    313,    380, 

nianagsr  of  Eoiigraiit  Aid  Com- 


I  «li>-e: 


Tbnmpson,   Dauphin,    S30.  S46,   MS. 

652,  STa,  596. 
ThoiiiiMon,    Hsriry,     nmrrir<     Rulh 

BniwD,   TT:    in   Kan»».   3m,   StI, 

S03,  313,  322;   wounded.  344,  S91, 

301. 
Thompson,  Rulh.    Bre  Ruth  Bmwn. 
ThompHid,  William,  in  Nebraska,  317. 

8.ln;  capture  n(.  bbS. 
Thoreau,  verdict  on  John  Drown,  119, 
"i.  .103,  bnfl;  diaries  iluolccl,  W2; 


I,  bOti. 


Tilui,  Colonel,  1 


t,  aST;  attack  o. 


U-,  am,  4SS. 

diidoses    iletaili  of 
[eculiDDe,   ana,  86*. 


rombslon*  of  Caplaiii  Bmwn,  3, 114, 

3;g.  3;s. 

Topeka.  rent 
Townsley,  it 

Holtawalot 

sro.  aJ5. 

Trial  of  Urown  at  ClM^lestowt^  5TS- 

ATS. 
Tribudi'.   New  York,  Brnwn's  Ielt«r> 

to,  are,  481;  fiiDd  fur  Kbiis&s  coto- 

nisti,  359;  quoted.  436. 
Tuixnan,  Hamel,  452.  468. 
Tumar,  Nst,  lii 


United  Slates  coiiito,  167,  186,913,329, 

231,  2W. 
I'nited  Slates  troops  in  Kannas,  224, 

231,  aSH,  2T1.  276.   279.    284.   ayg. 

301,   305,  307,   312,  316,    3-33,    340, 


L'pdegraff,  Dr.,  28B;  wounded,  319. 


V  ALLAN  DIG  H.VM,  C.  L.,  iutervitw 

with  John  Bruwn.  563. 
Van  Dyck,  H.  H.,  letter  to,  356. 
VirRinia  foray,  510. 

Virninia  plan  .liselofed,  418,  452,  453. 
Virginin  punished  for  slaveij',    170. 


B2S. 

Virginia  savages, 
Virginia  loldier?, 
Virginia    ilavery 


y,]ol 


ided   by   Gen. 
by  JefferMin, 
563:  bv  Phil- 
by  Victor  Hugo.  630. 
ilesmen    oppose    ilaverv. 


WAKEFIELD.  J'lhn  A.,  mobbed, 

173  ;  house  homed,  ITS. 
Wakarusa  War,  217-221. 
Wjilker,  Captain,  eruelly  to  captives, 


Vnik 

r.  R.  J. 

38B,  39 

40, 

41 R 

-alh 

(.■1,   1H7 

2MU 

33B;   a 

bv. 

137; 

uty 
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Washing^n,  Colonel  Lewis  W.,  551 ; 

arrested  by  Brown,  554. 
Washington,  George,  4,  560,  554,  690. 
Washington,  Madison,  133. 
Watson,  Henry,  639. 
Wattles,  Augustus,  391;  on  politics, 

893,  394. 
Watts,  Isaac,  quoted,  180. 
Webb,  Dr.  T.  H.,  216;   letter  from 

Brown,  612. 
Webster,    Daniel,  supports   Fugitive 

Slave  Bill,  123. 
Webster,  General  J.  D.,  letter  from, 

341. 
Western  Reserve,  settlement  of  Owen 

Brown,  4. 
Whedon,  Benjamin,  7. 
Whipple,  aiia*  Stephens,  486. 
Whit4^  Horace,  letters  from,  341,  354, 

860,  362;  testunony  as  to  rifles,  342; 

report  of,  852;  confidence  in  Brown, 

361. 
White,  Martin,  arrests  Jason  Brown, 

277;  kills  Frederick  Brown,  320. 
Whitfield,  Proslavery  candidate,  171. 
Whitman,  Edmund  B.,  241,  801,  330, 

852,  366, 370,  394,  398, 402,  416,  621, 

524;  correspondence*  of,  857,  396, 

403,404. 


Wiener,  T.,  wtrehonse  burned,  880, 
254;  account  of  Potuwatomie  execu- 
tions, 272;  at  Black  Jack,  290,  298. 

Wilder,  D.  W.,  historian  of  Kansas, 
quoted,  183,  207,  629. 

Wilkes,  Warren,  165. 

Wilkinson,  Allen,  230;  killed  at  Pot- 
tawatomie,  266;  testimony  of  wife, 
267;  antecedents,  271. 

Williams,  U.  U.,  326;  letter  to  Brown, 
364. 

Wills  of  John  Brown,  385,  616. 

Wiliwn,  Henry,  460,  466,  616;  letters 
from  Dr.  Howe,  462. 

Wiiikley,  Rev.  J.  W.,  814. 

Winter  of  1778,  hardships  of,  4. 

Wise,  Governor  of  Virginia,  659;  in- 
terview with  Brown,  569,  570;  te»- 
timony  as  to  Brown.  571 ;  mentioned 
by  Brown,  672,  584,  605;  otherwise 
mentioned,  572,  621,  623. 

Wood,  Samuel  N.,  indictment  of,  232. 

Woodson,  Daniel,  216,  284,  828. 

Wright,  Captain,  333. 


YOUNG,  Colonel,  declarations  of, 

172. 
Youth  of  John  Brown,  31-86. 
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A    KEY   TO  »  BAMONA." 

A  Century  of  Dishonor. 

A  Sketob  of  tba  Uaitecl  SUtea  QoTemmeQt'i  Dealing! 
with  soma  of  the  ladiaii  THbes. 

By    Helen   Jackson   (H.  H.), 
A  New  Edition-     llnto.    pp.  5r4.     Clotb.     $1.50- 
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In  ihc  npori  of  iht  HbiisB  Irdiimt  »i1l 
cnwval  led  Ibt  \ni,t&i  ol  AIciuiuIki'>  itcuh 
nooi.-  "  ~  Bnint  Dtify  Adftrliar, 
kin(  cm  ol  bmch  ol  biilh,  hunlcH  baaUbBiut  frca 
e  [iiduiu  by  HJemn  (reiti«i,  »d  win  nnlo&ly  pranikvil 
~  '  m  of  Ihcir  libdt,  arc  frctopad 
id  opprcMpti  which  will  uoBva  Ihfl 
lint  of  dcRMndini  ihit  Juuia  ahiU 
bt  dona  loTaid  out  unginnidi.  .  .  .  '  H,  K.'  luccHda  in  faoldini  up  to  lb* 
public  tift  1  MiiM  of  lunliin  pitmt«  of  Indian  uminfh  dnmo  Ironi  a  tcntuo 
d  Aniiriean  hluory."  —  vVhb  Vtrk  Trihtmt. 

Xn.  Jukson's  Letter  of  Qntitnde  to  Hie  PnaidenL 

The  following  letter  from  Mri.  JaclcMM  lo  Ihe  President  wu 
written  by  her  four  days  before  her  <)e*lh.  Aug.  12,  iSSj :— • 
r>Gi»iii  CvwiJ-itti,  PrtiUni  tf  Ihi  Vmilt^SlUH- 

D*ai  Sic,  —  Froa  mj  dcaih-bcd  I  kmI  r«ii  a  naaad  gf  haanfkli  tbasht  ho 
«hfi  you  haT«  already  do««  fnr  \\tt  Indtant.  I  aah  you  lo  read  eny  "  Canllujr  of 
Diahoaor."  I  am  dyhit  happier  Kit  Ibe  belief  t  ban  Itottliayow  hasdlhal  i» 
dfuioad  lo  airilu  the  Aral  Heuir  blow  toward  lifiitit  ihb  borda  of  iobi»)r  knt> 
tratovmrt.  *>>d  ci|hiiB(  the  wnwcaof  iba  Indian  nce- 

Wiih  mpecl  and  (Rliludc, 


Sold  by  ail  bookstUtry      MaiUd,  poil-paiJ,  on  rweqW  ^ 
firia,  by  tkt  puilishers, 

ROBERTS    BROTHERS.   Boston- 


Messrs.  Roberts  Brother^  PvbtieatiOHS. 


RAMONA:  A  Story. 

ON  (H,  H.). 


uibor  Ibat  ibc  ii  ">  MurlDa 
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Snith  of  tnlt  i>  bcyciDd  Ibal 
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Whii  moliucf    Hon 
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int  ana:  iVr  *•«  niii'r-     Vnu  hive  helped  IboH^mbc 


kiDce  G'idvnilh'i  'Vicar  of  Wikefield  '  equATt  your  detCFipliDn  of 
the  R^Khl  of  RinHiri  and  AIciurIio.    Such  diticate  piihcs  and 
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